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PREFACE T0 SECOND EDITION.^

C. B, B.
Bombay, February io, 1900.

HE Publisher has the honor to announce that this, the Second Edition of “ Representative Men of the Bombay Presi­
dency,” is published under the gracious patronage of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, G. C. 1. E., Governor of Bombay,
whose genuine interest in the careers of distinguished men of the Presidency is well-known.

It will be found that this edition contains the portraits and biographies of nearly a hundred Representative Men
whose histories did not appear in the First Edition. On the other hand, about a dozen of those that did appear
therein have been omitted. With these exceptions, the First Edition has been amalgamated with the present

volume, which is necessarily nearly double the size of its predecessor. In some cases the biographies that now appear
for the second time have been amplified, or in other ways revised to date.

There are, of course, still some Representative Men of the Bombay Presidency whose photographs do not adorn
these pages, and, to a certain extent, the same cause that was assigned in the First Edition for their omission is accountable
for their non-inclusion now. But, it must be remarked, as an additional reason, that the value of published biographies of
public men is as yet but inadequately recognized in some quarters, and there is consequently a reluctance to furnish the
necessary materials. And further, there is a section of prominent men in the Presidency who are influenced against having
their photographs taken by superstitious awe—a dread of shortening their lives.

It will be readily understood from the above that the production of a work of this nature is not one of the easiest
tasks that a publisher can undertake. However, in this case, a certain compensation has been afforded in this direction

by valuable assistance rendered by many reliable gentlemen, the thanks of the Publisher being especially due to Sir Bhalchandra
Krishna, Kt., Rao Bahadur Anandrao R. Talcherkar, Sirdar Cooperswamy Moodliar, of Poona, and Mr. Rustim Pestonji Jehangir. Mr. P. H.
Baxter has also shown untiring zeal in securing the necessary records and notes from which to write the biographical sketches. The
editing of the additional matter has been in the hands of Mr. Roger Laming.



PREFACE iK-**
(FIRST EDITION)

FULFILLING a task so difficult and important as that of giving a brief account of the lives of representative men
FtmL /L of the Bombay Presidency, I deem it right to state the causes which led to the undertaking. It is the desire
j,? > of the publisher of this work to publish a series of portraits with biographical sketches of the Princes, Chiefs,

< and distinguished public and business men who are, or have been, connected with India. It was • decided
- ■ Jjto divide the work into at least three separate volumes, viz: the Bengal, Madras, and Bombay Presidencies.

V Circumstances led to the Bombay Presidency being the one selected for the first attempt, and the present
< % volume is the. result.

The portraits and histories of a few persons who may fairly claim to be considered as representative
' ' men will not be found herein, but those who know India will readily understand how these omissions have *

occurred. Where the distances between important towns or centres are so great as they are in India, it is almost impossible to
interview all the leading personages and obtain sufficient data to enable an author to write sketches of their career. But, despite
the foregoing, 1 think that the present volume contains the portraits and biographical sketches of nearly all the leading men of
Western India, and if the domestic history of a country is, after all, the history of its leading men, whether in their public or
private capacities, then I trust that this volume will find acceptance at the hands of not only the people of India, but of all who
desire to know how the great Western Presidency has made such mighty strides in the march of progress during the last one
hundred years.

It has been deemed wise to insert the portraits and histories of some who have passed away, but the memory of whom
still lives. Amongst these will be found the “Peabody of the East,” the late Sir Cawasji Jehanghier, Kt., C. S. I., to whose
philanthropy and catholicity of mind many substantial and beautiful buildings in Bombay and elsewhere attest; and the late Mr
Justice Nanabhoy Haridas (alas! called away too soon), one who was ever in the foremost rank of “those who strive for the right ”

The ruling Princes of the Western Presidency have at their 'head His Highness the Maharajah Gaekwar of Baroda, and it
may be said that the whole of the English race are justly proud of him.

The Maharajah of Kholapur, the head of the famous Maharatta house, is also a product of . English education and govern­
ment. Though but a short time on the throne, he has given indisputable proof of his capacity to govern wisely and well

The prosperity of the Bombay Presidency, like that of every country and territory in the world, is inseparably connected
with the mercantile portion of the community. Armies and navies, after all, exist only for the protection of commerce and even 



though a successful General or Admiral may command more attention and receive more homage horn mankind than the peaceable
trader, it should not be forgotten that, if the trader did not profitably exist, there would never be an opportunity for the General
and the Admiral to demonstrate their skill in the art of warfare. Hence, in these pages I have deemed it wise to devote some
space to those who, by the conduct and management of mighty mercantile concerns, have done much for the Presidency.
Pre-eminent amongst the latter stands the Grand Old Man of Bombay, Sir Dinshaw Manockjee Petit, Bart., not only on account of
the magnitude of the interest he has in the cotton industry, but also on account of his vast benefactions.

I crave the indulgence of my readers with regard to the spelling of certain Indian proper names. A person acquainted
with India knows that it is extremely difficult to be exact in the spelling of names of persons and places, for a great many
people are like the immortal “ Weller,” who did not care whether his name was spelt with a “ V ” or a “ W.” The Parsees of
India are reasonably consistent in the way in which they spell their names, but Hindoos and Mahomedans are as variable as the
wind. Junagadh in Kathiwar, I am assured, may be spelt in five different ways, all equally correct. If my readers, therefore, think
the orthography faulty, they will, I trust, recollect the difficulty under which 1 have laboured.

1 take this opportunity of expressing my everlasting gratitude to the Princes and other leading gentlemen of Western India
for their exceeding kindness to me during the course of my work. I am especially indebted to Mr. C. S. H. Sari, Editor of the
“Times of India,” and to Mr. Dinshaw Wacha, for much valuable information and help. I desire, also, to express my sense of
gratitude to Messrs. Bourne & Shepherd, photographers, of Bombay, and to Mr. Hammes, photographer, of Poona, for many of the
photographs here reproduced.

1 trust that this volume may serve the purpose for which it has been issued. Of its faults and imperfections no one
can be more conscious than 1 am, but, at least, I have the satisfaction of feeling that I have done the best I could, and, having
done so, do not believe that 1 have wholly failed.

Bombay, February, 1897.

JOHN HOUSTON.
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Her Excellency Lady Sandhurst. C. I. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, G. C. I. E., Governor of
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His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, G. C. I. E., Governor of Bombay.
His Excellency, the Governor of Bombay, is the eldest son of the first Baron Sandhurst,

who, as Sir William Mansfield, commanded the Bombay Army, after which he became Com-
mander-in-Chief in India, and subsequently commanded the forces in Ireland.

The present Baron was born in 1855 and is now, therefore, in his forty-second year.
His Lordship was educated at Rugby, and, on leaving there, he went to Cambridge, and

subsequently became a lieutenant in the Coldstream Guards, but political matters rather than
military affairs soon engaged his attention.

Lord Sandhurst succeeded to the title on the death of his father, in 1876. When Mr.
Gladstone returned to power in 1881, His Lordship was appointed one of the Lords in Waiting
to Her Majesty the Queen. This post he held until 1885. On Mr. Gladstone reassuming office,
in 18S6, His Lordship accepted the position of under Secretary of State for War, but only
occupied the post for a few months, as the Gladstone Administration was defeated soon after
the meeting of Parliament. When the Liberals returned to power, in 1892, Lord Sandhurst
again became under Secretary for War. This position does not afford its holder much
scope for distinguishing himself in political life, yet the manner in which His Lordship dis­
charged the duties of the office gave promise of a brilliant political career. In 1894 His Lord­
ship was offered and accepted the Governorship of Bombay, and, on Lord Harris' term of
office expiring early in 1895, Lord Sandhurst assumed the reins of government. He arrived in
Bombay on the eighteenth of February, 1S95, and met with a hearty welcome from all classes
of society. Many of those present at the reception remembered His Excellency’s father as
commander of the Bombay forces as well as Commander-in-Chief in India, and doubtless
felt that welcoming His Lordship was like renewing the friendship for his father.

The positions occupied by the Viceroy and the Governors of Bombay and Madras are of
singular difficulty and responsibility, for whereas the Governors of Canada, the Australian
Colonies and the Cape have Cabinets, founded on the English model, to advise and guide
them, the Viceroy and the Governors of Madras and Bombay have to accept the whole of the
responsibility for any official changes, or the inauguration of any new policy during their term
of office. It is true that there are the Supreme and Presidency Legislative Councils to advise
and confer with the Viceroy and Governors, but the latter cannot, if any measure results disas­
trously, shelter themselves behind their Councils. The Governor is alone responsible for the
management of the Presidency over which he presides.

If the proposition be a true one, that government only exists to insure the happiness
and contentment of the governed masses, then, indeed, Lord Sandhurst has admirably suc­
ceeded in the difficult position he fills, for it is extremely doubtful if, at any time, the people of
the Bombay Presidency have been so contented and happy as they are at present.

His Lordship has succeeded—where some of his distinguished predecessors failed—in
endearing himself alike to the “ subject many and the ruling few.” To worthily fill a position
which has been held by such men as Sir Robert Abercrombie, the ever-to-bc-remembered
Mount Stuart Elphinstoue, Sir Bartie Frere, the illustrious civil servant, the Rt. Hon. Sir
Richard Temple, Bart.; Lord Reay and Lord Harris, is a herculean labor, and that His Excel­
lency has succeeded, is the strongest evidence of his ability to grasp and deal with, in a com­
prehensive manner, the great questions which crop up from time to time affecting the welfare
of the Presidency.

His Lordship, in i88r, married the Lady Victoria Spencer, a daughter of Earl Spencer,
and, in her he has fouud an admirable helpmeet in discharging the social duties of Government
House. Her ladyship has all those qualities which go to make an admirable " First Lady of
the Presidency.”

The photographs of their excellencies, which are here reproduced, are by Messrs.
Bourne & Shepherd.
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Lord Northcote, C. B , Governor-Designate of Bombay.
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His Highness Maharaj Sir Sayaji Rao HI., G. C. S. I., Etc., Gaekwar of Baroda.

His Highness is the Premier Prince of Western India. He rules over □ principality

larger in population and yielding a greater revenue than any State in all Hindustan save that

of His Highness the Nizam of the Deccan. But it is by his culture and enlightenment, his

wisdom and ability, his justice and toleration,and his rectitude and moderation that he stands

prominently before us. His endeavors to promote the well-being of his subjects, his efforts to

improve their condition,and his attempts to enlarge their minds are now familiar as household

words all over India. The history of the Baroda State and the strange combination of

circumstances which led Sayaji Rao Gaekwar to the Gadi have been often told, and looking

to the space at our disposal we think it wiser to give a short description of what His Highness

has done since he has had the management of his State. Wien he was installed on the Gadi

in 1881, His Highness gaue expression to the policy which he has since steadily pursued.

Replying to the speech of Sir James Fergusson, the then Governor of Bombay, His Highness

remarked, inter alia:

“Influenced by so many good agencies and favored by so many auspicious circum­

stances, I shall pursue a simple and solid programme. I shall always feel and manifest

sincere and undeviating loyalty to Her Gracious Majesty the Empress of India. Relying on

the sympathy of the Imperial Government, I shall always be solicitous for the welfare of my

subjects. Whatever good may have been conferred on them from of old will be preserved,

and I shall earnestly strive for further steady progress toward the accomplishment of this

the foremost object of my ambition. I expect constant and cordial co-operation from all

classes. May God help me in the fulfilment of my duties.”

A reign so well inaugurated cannot well be fraught with aught but singularly

beneficial results. When His Highness was installed on the Gadi, Raja Sir T. Madhav Rao,

K. C. S. I., was the Dewan, and, associated with him in the work of administration, were men

like Khan Bahadur Kazi Sliahabuddin and Dewan Bahadur Luxuman Rao Jagunnath.

His Highness, keenly appreciative of the services rendered by these gentlemen to his State and

his people, allowed them to retain their positions, and advanced them as opportunity

offered. Keenly alive to the necessity of having about him people possessing real merit and

loyally. His Highness has always been careful to recruit his service by men of tried ability 

and zeal. Passing to the administration of the Gaekwar, we find he has steadily pursued a

liberal and enlightened policy. Among the most noteworthy features of his rule we may

note the following: The Scientific Land Revenue Survey of the State, which has resulted in

affording relief to the ryots from the hardships arising out of an irregular and often capricious

system of taxation, and in placing the system of revenue on a sound economic basis. The

carrying out of this important work was placed in the hand of Mr. F. A. H. Elliot,

I. C. S., C. I. E., a very able and energetic officer and at one time tutor to His Highness.

The energy and intelligence brought to bear on the various difficulties that presented them­

selves in connection with the work may be truly characterized as phenomenal, but the result

has more than justified the anticipations of His Highness, for now the ryots of Baroda nre

happier and in a better position than they have ever been before. In connection with the

Land Revenue Administration, we may further notice various beneficial measures, such as the

sifting and reformation of several complicated land tenures, the abolition, total and partial,

of several petty and miscellaneous imposts, the thorough readjustment of custom and transit

duties, the remission of long-standing arrears and the introduction of a simple, but efficient

system of keeping accounts by which the interests of both the State and of the people are

conserved without prejudice to either. The local regulations; for securing speedy and efficient

administration of civil and criminal justice have been codified, and while the new laws are

based for the most part on the British Indian codes, due regard is had to the usages, preju­

dices, habits and traditions of the people subject to them. In order that the majority of

people may easily understand them, the laws and regulations of the State are, for the most

part, couched in the vernacular languages. The Sirdar classes have had their claims thor­

oughly investigated, and several measures have been adopted to relieve them of debt. The

Girassias have been won over by gentle and considerate treatment into cheerful submission,

and their disputes with the State and with each other have been permanently settled. The

educational policy of the Baroda State is the most advanced in India, for His Highness is

determined that his subjects shall have the opportunity of acquiring either elementary or

higher education. A splendid college has been erected at Baroda teaching up to the highest

examinations of the Bombay University, in arts, law and science. Elementary education is

making rapid strides in the provinces. In 1888 there were 180 vernacular schools, with an

attendance of 17,465 scholars, and these numbers have now been increased to 1293 and 83,282, 
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respectively. The education of the backward classes, the Doobias, has been specially attended

to by holding out special inducement to them, and opening a boarding-school for their

benefit. A scheme for the compulsory education of all boys in the Slate up to a certain age,

and up to a certain standard, is being tried and has been eminently successful. In working

out this grand reform His Highness has won undying glory for himself as the mental regen­

erator of his people. Though fully conscious of the value and importance of literary

education and academical training, His Highness is keenly alive to the fact that thorough

training in the technical branches of industry’ can alone enable India to become a great

manufacturing country, and a splendid technical institute, otherwise known ns the Kola

Bhawan, has been erected at Baroda, and liberally endowed, where instruction is imparted in

many branches of manufacturing industry, trades, agriculture, art, cookery and music. . For

the special benefit of Hie agricultural classes, a gentleman specially trained in Europe has

been appointed to promulgate new methods of agriculture, and classes have been opened to

train the cultivators in these methods. Liberal encouragement to this ancient and honorable

pursuit lias been given by offering waste lands for cultivation at low rates, and by granting

advances to agriculturists at low interest. Female education has, in Baroda, under the

direction of His Highness, received an impetus. In spite of the various difficulties arising

from the prejudices of the people in the way of the education of females, there are 62 schools

for girls, attended by 643.} pupils. A very large portion of His Highness’ surplus revenues

has been devoted to public works of beauty and utility. Baroda, the capital of the State, is

one of the handsomest cities in Gujarat, and is the third city in point of size. The Lakshmi

Villasand Makerpura Palaces, the residences of His Highness, are the grandest buildings of

their kind erected in India during the present century. Many useful roads have been made

in the States where formerly there were only footpaths or tracks. The city is supplied with

water brought from a long distance, under circumstances attended with peculiar difficulties.
This work has been carried out during His Highness’ administration. Communication

between the different parts of the State has been rendered easy and cheap by the construction

of a system of light branch railways, and in many cases without the cession of the prerogative

of plenary jurisdiction to the Government of India. The sanitation of towns and villages

has been vastly improved by the institution of local municipal bodies under the direction 

and control of special sanitary officers. By this means a spirit of local self-government is

being fostered. The medical service has been greatly improved and augmented to afford

medical relief to the subjects of the State, and a splendid hospital, named after the Countess

of Dufferin, has been erected in the capital. In 1SS7, His Highness visited Europe, accom­

panied by the Maharani, and, in England, he was treated with special honors as a guest of

Her Majesty the Queen Empress. He had a personal interview with Her Majesty, and the title

of G. C. S. I. was conferred on him, Her Majesty personally investing him with the insignia

of the exalted order and subsequently presenting His Highness with a portrait of herself, set

in diamonds. After spending twelve months abroad His Highness returned to his capital

and was received by all classes of his subjects with expressions of unfeigned joy and

pleasure. His Highness subsequently visited Europe on three or four occasions, and spent a

few months abroad, these trips having been undertaken to recruit his health, which had been

somewhat impaired by the close and unremitting attention he has paid to the duties of his

administration. By these visits to England and foreign countries His Highness has been

considerably benefited, not only in health, but also his sphere of knowledge has been much

enlarged. His Highness possesses all the graces and virtues which go to make a good man

and a wise and benevolent ruler. While extremely liberal in his views on most of the im­

portant subjects of the day, he still retains a firm love for all the forms and customs of his

native land which, in his opinion, are beneficial to the people of India. He has not de­

nationalized himself in any way. He is extremely courteous and dignified; ever gentle yet

firm; tolerant to criticism and insensible to flattery. His Highness was married in 18S0 to

a princess of Tanjore, and the union was a very happy one, but to the intense grief of His

Highness and people the Maharani died in 1SS5, leaving a son, Fatehsing, the heir apparent.

His Highness the same year married the present Maharani, who was a member of the well-

known Ghadgay family. Her Highness is an exceedingly lovely and accomplished lady.
His Highness has, by her, three sons and one daughter.

We conclude this short sketch with the earnest prayer that His Highness may long be

spared to rule his subjects, as he has hitherto done, with justice and mercy; to be the true

and- constant ally of the British Government; the liberal patron of education and art and a
model for all the princes of India.
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His Highness Sir Shahu Chhatrapati, G. C. S. 1., Maharajah of Kholapur.
Amongst the princes of Western India His Highness the Maharajah of Kholapur is one

of the first. In him is represented the great, and, to use Lord Harris’ words, “the immortal
Shivaji," the founder of the Mahratta power. Sambhaji, the elder son of Shivaji, was
executed by order of the great Mohammedan Emperor Aurangzebe and Sambhaji’s sou,
Shahu, who had been confined in prison, being liberated, established himself in Sattara and,
despite the fact that Tarabai, the widow of Rajaram, had assumed, in the name of her son
by Rajaram, the administration of Kholapur, Shahu claimed that she was an usurper and
that he was entitled to the whole of Shivaji’s possessions. After the death of Tarabai’s son,
Sambhaji, also a son of Rajaram, but by another wife, removed Tarabai from the head of
affairs in Kholapur, assumed control and took active steps to resist Shahu’s claim. The
dissensions between these descendants of Shivaji continued until 1731, when Shahu agreed
to recognize Kholapur as a distinct and separate principality; he, however, to be recognized
as the head of the house. In 1760, the last of Rajaram’s sons died and the direct male line
of Shivaji became extinct in Kholapur. The Bhosle family, who were related on the female
side, furnished a Rajah of Kholapur known as Shivaji II. Owing to the depredations of
pirates on the sea coast of the State, and disputes with neighboring chiefs, the history of
Kholapur for the years succeeding the accession of Shivaji IL, to theGadi was very unsettled.
The British Government was compelled, in 1765 and 1792, to send expeditions against the
State, with the result that the Rajah was compelled to compensate the merchants and trading
classes of the State for the losses sustained by them during thirty years of unsettled and perilous
times. In 1811, a treaty was entered into between the Kholapur Durbar and the British
Government, and during the war between the English and Baji Rao, the last of the Peshwas,
the Kholapur Rajah lent loyal and valuable assistance to the English arms and was rewarded
by having certain territory restored to him which had been usurped by the Chief of Nipani.
Shivaji II. was succeeded by a weak and profligate ruler, and so badly were the affairs of
State managed that the English Government was compelled to send expeditions against it in
1822 and 1829. On the Rajah’s death, in 1838, a Council of Regency was appointed to
conduct the State administration during the minority of the young prince, Shivaji III., but
owing to internal dissensions the Council was not a success, and the British Government
appointed a servant of their own as Minister of the State. This Minister's efforts were
(rightly or wrongly, it is not for us, after this lapse of time, to say which), not appreciated
bythe subjects, and a general rising, which spread to the adjacent State of Sawantwadi, took
place. The British crushed the rebellion and caused all the State forts to be dismantled; the
hereditary garrisons to be abolished; the State military force to be disbanded and a local
corps to be formed instead. In 1862, a first treaty was entered into between Shivaji III. and
the British Government, and it says much for the good faith of both the Kholapur Durbar
and the British Government that, despite the thirty-four years which have elapsed since this
treaty was signed, it has never been found necessary to even discuss the necessity of another
in substitution for it. Shivaji HI., having no heir, was allowed the right of adoption, and
in 1866, when on his deathbed he exercised the right in favor of Rajaram, a son of his sister.

The young Maharajah Rajaram, who gave every promise of being a wise and able ruler,
decided, in 1870, to visit England and the Continent of Europe. After an extended tour
he, whilst on his return journey to India, was seized with illness and died at Florence,
greatly to the regret of the Paramount Power and his own Sirdars and subjects. The widow
of the deceased Maharajah adopted a son and successor under the name of Shivaji IV., to her
late husband’s throne. On the occasion of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, when the
proclamation was made that Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen had assumed the title of
Empress of India, Shivaji IV. was created a Knight of the Most Exalted Order of the Star

‘ of India. Owing to mental incapacity having manifested itself in Shivaji IV., and a com­
mittee of medical men having pronounced the opinion that His Highness was incapable of
ruling and always would be so, it was decided to appoint a Regent and a Council of Regency.
Jayasing Rao Abasaheb Ghatge, Chief of Kagal, and a cousin of the unfortunate Shivaji IV.,
was selected as Regent. Shivaji died in December, 1883, without heirs, and was succeeded
by His Highness the present Maharajah, who is a son of the Regent Jayasingrao Abasaheb,
Chief of Kagal. His Highness took the title of Shahu Chhatrapati. His Highness was bom
in 1873 and was, consequently, only ten years old at the time of his accession to the high
and important station. The education of His Highness was entrusted to Mr. P. S. V.
Fitzgerald, of the Bombay Political Department, under the Regent's personal supervision.
A few months before the Regent’s death he decided to send the young Maharajah to the
Rajkumar College, at Rajkote, but the climate there not agreeing with the health of His
Highness, it was decided to let him complete his education at Dharwar, and, accordingly,
he proceeded there, where he, in company of his brother, the Chief of Kagal, and Kumar
Bhausinghi, now His Highness the Thakore Saheb of Bhavnagar, were under the tutorship
of Mr. S. M. Fraser, I. C. S. Three tours were made by the young princes to various parts
of India and Ceylon. All places of interest were visited, and no doubt much good resulted
from the tours, for His Highness was thus enabled to study the various types of the people
of India and Ceylon, in addition to having the advantage of seeing the various systems of
irrigation, cultivation, manufactures and trade pursued in India and Ceylon. Early in 1894,
His Highness being then twenty-one years of age, it was decided to entrust the management
of his State to him, and on the Second of April, in that year, Lord Harris, the then Gov­
ernor of Bombay, performed the ceremony of installing His Highness on the Gadi. The
installation took place in the magnificent Durbar Hall of the new palace and amongst others
present were Mr. Whitworth, Colonel Hunter, Colonel Harris, Mr. Edgerly, I. C. S., Cap­
tains Poore and Gabb, all the feudatory chiefs of Kholapur and the Sirdars, and representa­
tives of most of the princes of India. The scene in the Durbar Hall was indeed a magnificent
one. The rich and costly dresses of His Highness and his feudatory’ chiefs, the handsome
uniforms of the English and native officials, were dazzling, whilst a further charm was lent
to the occasion by the presence in the gallery of a numerous party of richly dressed ladies.
His Excellency Lord Harris (than whom England has never sent a worthier representative to
preside over the destinies of the Bombay Presidency) said inter alia-. "Your Highness, ladies
and gentlemen, I deem myself fortunate that, during my tenure of office as Governor of
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Bombay, it falls to me to confirm the pledge which the Paramount Power gave to the people
of Kholapur when it selected your Highness to succeed to the throne which you and your
ancestors have derived from the immortal Shivaji. I can well understand, sir, that after an
experience of the misfortunes that have attended your house for thirty years the people of
this State have been anxiously, perhaps impatiently, looking forward to the day when the
rightful heir should ascend the throne. I congratulate them that the day has arrived and
that it is brightened by the fact that their future ruler is a prince of your Highness’s high ami
amiable character. Your Highness has traveled over the length and breadth of India and to
the neighboring British colony of Ceylon. You have not been able, as yet, to carry out your
father’s wishes that you should visit England, though I doubt not you regard that expression
with a reverence befitting the solemnity of the occasion and the circumstances under which
it found vent; but you have seen for yourself many systems of administration, both in
British and native State territory, and it will be for your Highness to decide what your
system here is to be. For the moment you have decided—and wisely, I think, in order that
no interruption to the orderly performance of public business may occur—hot to disestablish
the Council, in so far as it is one of advice, or of administration, though, of course, its
existence as one of Regency expires w’lien your Highness seats yourself on the Gadi; and
though its composition must change itself in so far as the Political Agent, who could not
well have a seal on it, is concerned, you propose to retain it for the moment as a Council of
advisers until you have decided what form your system shall take. Sir, in this important
matter I think you should be untrammeled by that political advice which, under your treaty
engagements, you are bound to accept. For friendly advice, if you think you need it, you
can turn to many quarters; but your Highness should understand that the responsibility for
the selection you may eventually make rests with yourself, and in that selection the most
important that can fall to the lot of a ruler, I pray that your Highness may be guided by an
influence more potent, more beneficial than any to be met with on this earth. Your High­
ness, I have dealt with the past and the future, and there only remains for me to deal with
the present object of our assembly. It is my pleasing duty to convey to your Highness the
congratulations of His Excellency the Viceroy upon the happy occasion, and to announce to
your Highness' Sirdars and people that the British Government entrusts, to-day, to their
lawful ruler the administration of the Kholapur State, thereby conveying the gracious assur­
ance of the interest which Her Majesty the Queen Empress takes in the perpetuation of native
rule. In making that announcement I also express myself confident that your Highness
recognizes the solemn nature of the trust which now devolves upon you; of your responsi­
bility to uphold, and have regard for the rights of the Jagirdars and other subjects to your
rule; that your Highness recognizes the value of the advice which the Political Agent is by
treaty bound to render to you, and that your Highness recognizes the fact that the surest
foundation upon which the prosperity of a ruler can rest is the welfare of his people and a
just and progressive administration. In leading your Highness to that throne to which your
people will in future look for wisdom, sympathy and justice, let me advise you to rule
without fear and without favor, and to think only of the right,’ and may that Almighty 

Power which guides the destinies of all, both great and humble, so direct your acts that they
may earn for you that greatest reward of a wise ruler, and the respect and the affection of a
contented people.' ’

His Highness replied to His Excellency in mi exceedingly thoughtful speech, in the
course of which he said:—

“Your Excellency—I need hardly say that it is with the closest attention that I have
listened to the weighty words of advice in which your Excellency has done me the great honor
of handing over to my charge the care of my State. In so doing your Excellency has alluded
to the chief events of recent minorities, which evidence the rapid progress made in Kholapur
during the past thirty years, and it is with sincere gratitude that I acknowledge the obliga­
tions under which I lie to the Government of Her Majesty the Queen Empress—obiigatious
both for the care of my State and for the measures taken from my childhood to ensure my
own personal welfare. Looking to what has been done in the State, it is not too much
to say that the Kholapur of the present is a different place from the Kholapur of the
last generation, and having seen something of tile greater part of India, I venture to
think that few chiefs have succeeded to a better, ordered inheritance than I do to-day.
For this I tender my thanks to the various Political Agents appointed by Government
who have supervised, and to my able Dewan, Khan Bahadur Mehrjibhai Kuvarjee, C. I. E.,
and the Council who have successfully carried on the administration during my minority.
Nor can I on such an occasion pass over in silence the debt that I owe to my lamented
father, the late Resident of Kholapur. And, much as I have to thank Government for
the watchful eye they have kept upon the progress of this State, not less must I acknowl­
edge the direct and personal interest taken in my own bringing up by the Governors of
Bombay, Sir James Fergusson and Lord Reay, and continued so kindly by your Excellency.
To this I owe it that, for nearly five years, I have had the great advantage of the guardianship
of Mr. Fraser, a friend about whom I will here only say that my brother and myself will
owe him a lifelong debt for the able, conscientious and almost fatherly care which he has
devoted to preparing us to fill worthily the positions in life that lie before us; that but for
his abilities, zeal, conscientious work, and uncommon tact, I should not have been what
1 am;’and that it would not be too much to say that he has taken fatherly care of my
brother and myself. With regard to the future, it is with full sincerity that I declare my
intention to show loyalty to Her Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress, and to faithfully
abide by the engagements, treaties and sunnuds which regulate my relations to the Para­
mount Power. Further, as regards my people, while recognizing all that has already been
done and the favorable circumstances under which I begin my rule, at the same time I
understand fully that, in Government, there is no standing still, that a serious and solemn
task lies before me, not only to preserve for my subjects the benefits they already enjoy,
but to ensure further steady progress in the promotion of their welfare."

His Highness has nobly carried out the policy of reform and progress enunciated in
this speech, and to-day can pride himself on ruling over a State which, as regards the happi­
ness and prosperity of the people, the law and order maintained, the advance of education 



and the breaking down of injurious customs and caste distinctions is not exceeded by any
portion of the Indian Empire. The State of Kholapur is situated between seventeen degrees,
ten minutes, fifteen seconds and fifteen degrees, fifty minutes, twenty seconds north latitude
and seventy-four degrees, forty-four minutes, eleven seconds and seventy-three degrees, forty-
three minutes, sixteen seconds east longitude. The area is 2853 square miles, including the
outlying districts of Rajbag and Katkol in the east and southeast respectively The popu­
lation of the State, according to the latest census, is 913,131, of whom 822,252 are Hindoos,
50,896 Jains and 38,272 Mohammedans. There are 1079 villages in the State. The gross
annual revenue amounts to 34,00,000 rupees. The territory is divided into six Talukas, viz.,
Karvir, Alm, Shirol, Gad Hinglaz, Bhudergad and Panhalla, and there arc also eleven
feudatory States, the chiefs of which pay a Nazar to the Kholapur Durbar when a ruler
ascends the throne, as well as a small annual contribution. The principal of these States
are Vishalgad in the northwest, Bavada in the west, Kagal in the centre and Kapshi and
Ichalkaranji in the south. The Kholapur territory is an irregular belt of the Deccan plateau
lying along the east of the crest of the Sajhyadri, about sixty-five miles from north to south
and eight to fifty from west to east The general contour of the country is hilly and pleas­
antly diversified by tracts of brushwood and deep romantic valleys. The hills run east and
west, their tops crowned with the historic forts of Bavada, Bhudergad, Panhalla, Rangua
and Vishalgad. The chief feature of the Kholapur country is the excellent way in which it
is watered by the eight rivers, Krishna, Varna, Panchganga, Doohdganga, Vedganga,
Hirangakeshi, Galprabha and the Mulprablia, all of which abound in capital fish. The
leading agricultural products are rice, millet, sugar cane, tobacco and cotton. Great deposits
of iron ore exist in the State, but, owing to the want of fuel close to the deposits, it is at
present impossible to work them with any hope of profit. The manufactures are hardware,
coarse cotton and woolen cloth. In the southern portion of the territory the geological
formation is sandstone and quartzite, but the general formation is like the rest of the Deccan
plateau.

The climate is exceedingly temperate, as a rule, but in April, May and June the
hot easterly winds are trying. The capital of the State is Kholapur, situated about 144
miles southeast of Poona and seventy miles from Sattara. The town can boast of many
ancient temples and Buddhist remains. Amongst the latter, the most prominent is the
temple of Ambabai, built of black stone and most delicately carved on the interior and
exterior. This temple, it is said, was built in the twelfth century, the style of architecture
being Jain. Many lovely modem buildings attest to the liberality and large-mindedness of
His Highness and his lamented father, the late Regent. The Albert Edward Hospital, the
Rajaram College, and the new palace of His Highness add greatly to the beauty of the city.
His Highness is a firm believer in the maxim that “cleanliness is next to godliness,” and
any one visiting the city of Kholapur, after experiencing the horrors of Poona City and the
capitals of some of the native States, cannot but wish that the autocratic form of rule, as
distinguished from the masterly policy' of inactivity, which distinguishes some of the local
corporations, more widely prevailed in India. It may, with the greatest confidence be said 
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that Kholapur (both the city and cantonments) has the best roads, the cleanest lanes and
byways, and is the best laid out city of all the country in the Bombay Presidency, excluding
only Baroda. His Highness is a typical Mahratta, of fine stature and commanding presence,,
and is, indeed, a worthy representative of those Mahratta warriors who, in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, made the people of the Bombay Presidency tremble, and whose
victorious raids only ceased at the ocean on the east coast of India. To-day, Circular Road,
once the celebrated Mahratta Ditch outside Calcutta, bears silent and eloquent testimony to
the power of a race which only found its match in the stern and ever-victorious English

soldiers.
His Highness, as it is desirable that one of a warrior race should be, is fond of all

kinds of athletic and field sports, and has frequently displayed his prowess at Dliarwar,
Chinchli and Kholapur, where he has won many prizes for his skill in riding, driving and
tent-pegging. The most notable ride performed by His Highness was one from Kholapur to
Mahableshwar, a distance of no miles. This distance was covered in nine hours, including
all stoppages. His Highness takes a warm-hearted and liberal interest in the welfare of his
subjects and is ever ready to adopt any scheme having for its object the improvement of their
condition.

The system of forced supplies which greatly oppressed the ryot, has been abol­
ished. An amalgamation of the different departments of the State service has greatly
benefited the State officials, both as regards promotion and increase of salary. The subject
of education has received great attention from His Highness, and a committee has been
appointed to report to His Highness what changes, in its opinion, are desirable and neces­
sary to further the cause of education. We believe His Highness contemplates establishing
an agricultural Bank to lend aid, at a low rate of interest, to the agricultural classes, and to
render financial assistance to those who desire to start profitable industries in the State.
His Highness is simple and unassuming in manner, and it is only after a time that one
learns what excellent qualities of head and heart he possesses. Although His Highness duly
ascended the throne in April, 1894, his administration has given such unbounded satisfac­
tion to the British Raj that, in the latter part of 1894, His Highness was created a Knight
Grand Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India, the decoration being
carried out by His Excellency Lord Sandhurst. His Highness was married on the first of
April, 1892, to Lakshmibai Salieb, a granddaughter of a sister of His Highness the late Gan-
patrao Maharaj, Gaekwar of Baroda, and has issue two daughters. His Highness holds a
patent of adoption and is entitled to a salute of nineteen guns.

That His Highness may long be spared to rule his State and subjects is the fervent
prayer of all well wishers to India, for, though ever mindful of his undoubted rights and
privileges, he is the consistent and loyal friend of the British Government, and it cannot be
doubted that it is mainly on the support of the native princes of India that the foundations
of the British Empire, in India, rest. His Highness is a wise and a benevolent ruler, a kind
and generous friend, a true and virtuous man in every relation of life, and we wish him a
long, happy and prosperous reign.



His Highness Maharao Sir Khengarji Bahadoor, G. C. I. E., Rao of Cutch.

His Highness, who is a Jadeja Rajput, is the eldest son of His Highness, the late Sir
Prayajalmi, G. C. I. E., and was born in 1866, and succeeded his father in 1876. During
the minority of the young Rao, the affairs of his State were administered by a Council of
Regency consisting of the Political Agent as President, the Dewan Sahib, a member
representing the interest of the Durbar, a Jadeja Rajput and a member of the mercantile
community. The young Rao received a liberal education, having for his tutors Messrs.
Chotalal Sewakram, Rao Sahib Dalpatram Pranjiwan Khakhar, and subsequently Captain
Wray as an English tutor. His Highness was studiously inclined and embraced the educa­
tional opportunities afforded him and is consequently to-day one of the most cultured,
advanced and enlightened native rulers of India. In 1877 Sir Richard Temple, the then
Governor of Bombay, visited Cutch and expressed himself as much gratified at the ease and
accuracy with which the Rao could converse in English. His Highness was admitted at the
early age of sixteen into the Council of Administration, and on the eleventh of August, 1884,
having attained his eighteenth year, was invested with full powers over his State. He was
installed on the Gadi on the fourteenth of November, 1884, by Sir James Fergusson, the then
Governor of Bombay, in a grand Durbar held at Bhuj, the capital of the State; and in the
following year a Durbar was held in order to invest His Highness with the hereditary
distinction of Sawai Bahadoor, a title which many years ago was conferred by the Para­
mount Power on the rulers of Cutch.

His Highness proceeded to England on the occasion of the jubilee of Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress (1887), to represent the princes of the Bombay Presi­
dency, and to convey from them expressions of loyalty and congratulation. He had the
honor of an audience with Her Majesty who, on this occasion, created the Rao a Knight
Grand Commander of the Indian Empire. His Highness fully realizes the fact that if the
people of India are ever to take their place amongst the leading nations of the world the
women must first be educated and raised from the degraded and debased position they now
occupy, consequently he takes the keenest interest in the subject of Female Education, and
has spent large sums of money in his State in founding and endowing girls’ schools, also
scholarships for females, the principal ones of which are a scholarship for Cutchi females
attending the Grant Medical College, Bombay; the “Cutch Barton" Scholarship for Cutch
females attending the training college at Ahmedabad or Rajkot; "Scholarship for female
assistant teachers at Bhuj,” the "Rao Shri Khengarji Scholarships” and one for girls
attending the High School at Poona. He has also established a Sanskrit School or Pathshala
at a cost of 25,000 rupees and named it after his mother; he also founded the Fergusson
Museum and Library at Bhuj, as a memorial of the Governorship of Sir James Fergusson,
at a cost of 32,000 rupees. Scholarships of various amounts have been given by the Rao for
deserving though poor students, and a fund from which scholars are sent to England or
America owes its inauguration to the liberality of the Rao; scholarships have also been
founded for Cutchis attending the Veterinary College at Bombay, the Veterinary School at
Poona and the College of Science at the same place; also scholarships open to any citizen of
Bombay attending the Ripon Technical School; annual prizes are also given to those
qualifying for any professional function in connection with a mill. The scholarships for
Cutchis resident in Bombay have been established nt a cost of 25,000 rupees. Many
standard English works have been translated into Gujarati at the expense of His Highness,
who in doing so has a double object, for not only are the master minds of English authors
revealed to the people of India who have not acquired a knowledge of English, but literary
men are also supported and encouraged. Considerable improvements in public works have
been effected during His Highness’ reign and the construction of roads, the pier and
reclamation works have received special attention ; a sum of 6,624,672 rupees has been spent
by the Durbar since His Highness’ accession to the Gadi. Strenuous efforts have been made
in the reclamation of waste lands, and during the past nineteen years 83,890 acres of land
of this description have been brought under the plough and ninety new villages have been
established in Cutch. The area of the State is 6500 square miles, and the population 558,415.
of whom the majority are Hindoos, the Mohammedans numbering 138,492 and the Jains
71,989. A military force of 354 cavalry, 1425 infantry and 164 guns is maintained by the
State. His Highness is entitled to a salute of seventeen guns. (1,

His Highness Maharao Sir Khengarji Bahadur, G. C. I. E.,
Rao of Cutch.



His Highness the Late Ravai. Sir Takhtsingji, G. C. S. I., LL.D..
Maharajah of Bhavnagar.



His Highness the Late Raval Sir Takhtsingji, G. C. S. 1., LL D., Maharaja of
Bhavnagar.

Bhavnagar is the most important and the most advanced of the native States of
Kathiawar, From a very early date it became friendly with the British authorities. It was
the pioneer of civilization and administrative activity in the peninsula and has ever set an
admirable example to the neighboring chiefs in the spread of education, in the prosecution
of public works, in the development of commerce and in the adoption of measures generally
conducive to the welfare of its subjects. His Highness the late Maharaja belonged to the
Gohil clan of Rajputs and traces his descent from the great Shalivalian. He was bom in
1858, and was but twelve years old when his father, His Highness Jaswatsingji, died.
During his minority the State was administered by a regency, composed of a British officer
and the Minister, Azan Gaurislianker Oodeshanker, C. S. I. He was one of the first princes
who joined the Rajkumar College at Rajkote in 1871, where he studied for about three years,
during which time he was distinguished among the pupils for his diligence, his docile
and amiable disposition and his ready observance of the rules and regulations of the college.
He was a favorite with both his fellow pupils and his teachers. He left college in 1875, and
was placed under the care of Captain (now Lieutenant-Colonel) H. L. Nutt, to be instructed
in special subjects relating to the high office he expected to fill. He subsequently undertook
a tour in India with his tutor. In 1874 His Highness married four wives, more than one
spouse being allowed by custom among the Rajputs. The present ruler of Bhavnagar was
born in the following year, and was named Bhavsingji. In 1875 the late Maharaja
proceeded to Bombay to pay his respects to the Prince of Wales, and in 1877 he attended the
Delhi Imperial Assemblage, where his salute was raised from eleven to fifteen guns. On his
return from Delhi, and to commemorate the assumption by Her Majesty of the title of
Empress of India, His Highness gave 1,14,000 mpees for building the Kaisar-i-Hind bridge
over the Aji River at Rajkote. His Highness was installed on April 5, 1878, the ceremony
being performed by the political agent Mr. (now Sir) J. B. Peile, K. C. S. I. One of the
first subjects that engaged the attention of His Highness on attaining his majority was the
question of railway communication. Bhavnagar was, perhaps, better situated at that time
in the matter of communication than most of the other States of Kathiawar. It has an
extensive seaboard and the liberal public works policy of the previous few years had
provided the district with some excellent roads. At the same time a railway was needed for
the development of the resources of the State, and for supplying grain to districts where road
and water carriage would be of small service in periods of famine. A railway was needed
and when the project came before His Highness for consideration he gave it his cordial
support. The flourishing condition of the finances enabled the State to take up the work
without difficulty, but the magnitude of the scheme might have induced a less liberal man
than the late Maharaja Saheb to shrink from such an undertaking. The nearest available
railway station, at that time, was Wadwan, the terminal station of the Bombay Baroda and
Central India Railway, one hundred and four miles distant. After due deliberation the schemes
for a metre gauge line from Bhavnagar to Wadwan and a branch line from Dhola to Dhoraji
were adopted. While approving the offer made by His Highness for the construction of the
railway the Government of Bombay observed that, ‘‘Whatever the ultimate decision may be,
Government need not hesitate to convey to His Highness, the Thakore Saheb of Bhavnagar,
an expression of their cordial appreciation of the public spirited and enlightened manner in
which he has furthered this important undertaking.” The work of construction was
commenced in March, 1879, and was carried on with such commendable vigor that by the
eighth of June, 1880. the main line from Bhavnagar to Wadwan was completed and a few 

months later the branch line from Dhola junction to Dhoraji had been extended. The cost
of these lines was nearly ninety-five lacs of rupees. The principal portion of this sum, viz,
Rs. 70,98,642 was provided by the Bhavnagar State. In the closing days of 1880 a large
and distinguished gathering assembled at the capital to witness the formal opening of the
Bhavnagar Gondal State Railway by Sir James Fergusson, then Governor of Bombay. His
Excellency in his reply to the address presented by the Maharaja, expressed the pleasure he
felt at assisting in the inauguration of an undertaking which did so much honor to His
Highness’ foresight and public spirit. He expressed his pleasure at having made the
acquaintance of His Highness of whom he had heard nothing but good. The festivities
extended over several days, terminating with a grand banquet at His Highness’ palace, at
which one hundred and twenty guests were present At this gathering Sir James Fergusson
proposed the Maharaja Salieb's health, and eulogized the efforts he had made for the
improvement of the State.

“To-day,” said Sir James Fergusson, ‘‘I have come, not to do any work of my own,
but to pay a tribute of honor and respect to one who has done so much for his State. You
all know better than myself how much His Highness the Thakore Saheb has done for his
State and people. He has taken advantage of the opportunities given him to improve and
strengthen his mind for the important duties of life, and from the time he assumed the
administration of Ins State he has gladly adopted and heartily promoted the works which he
already found begun, and has, by these means, raised himself to the front rank of princes
who have distinguished themselves by public usefulness. I do not speak unadvisedly when
I say that few within so short a period have done so much really calculated to promote the
welfare of those over whom they are placed. It is most gratifying to think that he has so
thoroughly realized the duties and responsibilities of his position, and in future years he
will have no more pleasing recollection than to know that he has done so much good and
contributed so largely to the welfare of others. It is much better than if he had spent his
ample fortune for his own enjoyment. I should do wrong if I spoke as if he made a
sacrifice of his own enjoyment in thus dealing with his revenues, for I am sure that by
promoting the welfare of those around him and seeing a happy and contented people he
derives his best and tmest enjoyment. I wish most heartily and expect confidently that his
liberality and enterprise will not only promote the benefit of his people, but will ensure an
ample return for himself.”

This hearty commendation of His Highness’ public spirit and enterprise was fully
endorsed by subsequent speakers, who bailed the completion of the railway as the com­
mencement of a new era of enlightenment and progress for Kathiawar. Shortly after the
opening of the railway Her Majesty the Queen Empress conferred upon His Highness the
distinction of Knight Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India, in public
recognition of his great services to the country in carrying out the undertaking.

The founder of the ruling house of Bhavnagar was Seja Kji, who migrating into
Saurashtra, the ancient name of Kathiawar, established his sway in the heart of the province
and gradually extended it by conquest and finally not only established his own sovereignty,
but also gave villages to his sons. Twentieth in descent from this chief was Bhavsingii,
who in 1723 founded the present capital of Bhavnagar. Bhavsingii was a well-trained and
intelligent representative of the time, and his sagacity was fully exemplified by his choice
of a site for the seat of government During a long reign, extending over sixty years,
Bhavsingji devoted his attention to the consolidation of his power in the Kathiawar
peninsula and, when he died, in 1764, the trade of the State had grown to large dimensions,
the town of Bhavnagar affording a convenient outlet for the products of the district
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Bhavsingji's enlightened policy was imitated by the two succeeding princes, Raval Akerajji
and Vakhtsingji, and the State soon became one of the leading powers of the province,
whose friendship was assiduously sought by the British merchant princes. The growing
development of the principality appears to have cemented this friendship, for, during the
reign of the former prince the Bhavnagar forces, on more than one occasion, co-operated
with the imperial army in suppressing the piratical bodies which infested the adjacent coasts.
This connection was maintained until the British Government secured a more substantial
interest in the State by the acquisition of the rights which the I’eshwa and the Gaekwar
exercised of levying tribute upon the Bhavnagar chiefs. From that time the British
Government established intimate relations with the Bhavnagar Darbar. One of the best of
the later princes was His Highness Jaswatsingji, the father of the late Maharajah. As has
already been mentioned he was a man of sound common sense and consistent loyalty to the
paramount power. During the Mutiny he was among the first to offer the British Govern­
ment all the assistance he could command. His loyalty was rewarded by the bestowal of a
Knight Commandership of the Star of India, an honor which he was the first prince in
Kathiawar to receive. Though tile province over which His Highness Sir Takhtsingji ruled,
nominally ranks third in the list of the first-class Stales. It is the most prosperous State in,
Kathiawar. The territories are 2860 square miles in extent and have a population now of
4,65,000 souls. The revenue is upward of 40,00,000 rupees (.£400,009). In 1894 the trade
of Bhavnagar amounted to 21,89,716 rupees. His late Highness devoted a considerable part
of the State revenue to education and to public works. From the year 1878 (when His
Highness was installed) up to the time of his death, His Highness spent over Rs. 1,25,00,000
(£>,250,000) on public works, exclusive of the large outlay on the railway. Amongst the
more prominent buildings erected in Bhavnagar during the regency and since the accession
of His Highness to the Gadi, may be mentioned the palaces, courts of justice, high school,
Sir Takhtsingji Hospital, clock tower, Samaldas College, Majiraj Marble Cliatri, Majiraj
Girls’ School, the fire paddocks, the excellent stables and barracks for the location of the
Imperial service troops, the Takhtsingji Dharamsalla, the guest houses and the Takhteshwar
Temple, together with excellent fruit and vegetable markets and other buildings. The city
also contains many beautiful parks and gardens. Amongst the recent additions to the
educational institutions may be mentioned the establishment of the Samaldas Arts College,
at the capital, founded in honor of the memory of the late Minister, Mr. Samaldas
I’annanandas, in whom the prince had an able and faithful Dewan, and the British Raj
a loyal and consistent friend. The foundation-stone of the institution was laid by Sir James
Fergusson during his visit to Kathiawar and the fine building of the college was opened
with due ceremony by Lord Reay. The college has been affiliated to the University of
Bombay, and graduates every year a number of students. As a token of the affectionate
remembrance in which the Maharaja held his /lima Mater the Rajkumar College at Rajkote,
he presented the handsome sum of 1,00,000 rupees for adding a wing to the building, and
also provided funds for a beautiful cricket pavilion. To supply the city with water a large
lake, popularly called the Gaga Talao has been constructed with an expense of Rs. 5,58,000.
The State has lately been provided with a steam ferry, barges, dredger and other appliances
for the improvement of commerce. The prince, during his life, broke through many of the
orthodox customs of his people and was recognized as a social reformer. He not only
founded girls’ schools in his dominions, but sent his daughters to be educated with those of
his subjects. The girls’ schools in the city of Bhavnagar are under the supervision of an
experienced European lady, who is assisted by two other European ladies and a number of
female and male teachers. To His Highness is due the credit of making suitable arrangements
for teaching English to young ladies. He was one of those princes whose name is
always before the public in connection with their liberal assistance to deserving objects.
One of his recent gifts was his magnificent donation of Rs. 1,00,000 to the Northbrook
Indian Club, established in London for the promotion of social intercourse and friendly
feeling between the people of England and India. Another princely gift was of a lac of
rupees to a fund started in Bombay for nurses which, at His Highness’ request, has been
called the Lady Reay Fund for Nurses. This fund, the amount of which is paid into the
hands of the Accountant General, is administered by a Board of Trust in Bombay. In >886
the Queen Empress conferred on His Highness the order of Grand Commander of the Star of
India, he being the first and, as yet, the only prince of Kathiawar who has received this (18)

distinction, just as his father was the first to be honored with that of K. C. S. I. The
administration of Bhavnagar State is mainly conducted on the same lines as that of the
British Government, and can boast of all the necessary details of a well-ordered and
progressive system of rule, which has elicited commendation from every- distinguished
European visitor to the capital, as well as from the paramount power. In all his adminis­
trative measures the prince .was ably and faithfully assisted by the late lamented Minister,
Mr. Samaldas Pamiaiiandas and, after his death, by his son, Mr. Vithaldas, the present
Minister, whose photo we present later in this volume. In 1887 His Highness, the Maharaja,
found that the burden of administering such an important and ever growing State as
Bhavnagar was more than one man could fairly be expected to cope with. He therefore
devised a scheme by which greater decentralization, combined with increased efficiency,
could be effected and divided die duties of the various departments among four councillors,
of whom the Dewan is senior, the other members taking their orders direct from him. The
limited space at our disposal forbids any attempt on our part to do full justice to the deserts
of the late Maharaja, or to enumerate his various benefactions, and it must suffice to observe
that this ruler of a‘‘model native State,•' which is the distinctive epithet applied to
Bhavnagar, was one of those princes of whom India and Europe may well be proud. Ou
his last visit to Bhavnagar Lord Harris, in his speech addressing the Maharaja Salicb, said,
among other things:

“Therefore, apart from those feelings of private friendship which exist between us, I
may justifiably say, as I have already said, I wish your Highness a long life, because I feel,
from my official experience, that your Highness’ administration is to the distinct advantage
of your own subjects and to the distinct support of the Government of India.”

In March, 1890, His Royal Highness, the late Duke of Clarence, honored His Highness,
the Maharaja Saheb, with a visit to his capital, and also by laying the foundation-stone of
the new port of Kathiawar, which is called Albert Victor after the Prince. To His Highness
belongs the credit of taking n remarkable step in advance of his brother chiefs by codifying
the laws of the State. To the initiation of His Highness is owing the magnificent buildings
at Rajkote called the Memorial Institute, the central hall of which has, on His Highness'
proposal, been called the Connaught Darbar Hall, to commemorate the visit of their Royal
Highnesses, the Duke and Duchess of Connaught. On the first of January, 1891, His Excel­
lency, the Viceroy and Governor-General, was pleased to confer on His Highness the title
of Maharaja, as a personal distinction, in further recognition of the high esteem of
Government, and their appreciation of his excellent administration. It gave His Highness
genuine pleasure and satisfaction to be able to fulfill, in 1893, his long cherished desire of
paying his personal homage to Her Majesty, the Queen Empress, to whose person and throne
His Highness yielded to none in loyalty and devotion; and also in having been able to be
present at the ceremony of opening the Imperial Institute, in the inception and growth of
which he hnd taken special interest. As the time of His Highness’ departure for Europe
drew near the deep feeling of loyalty and devotion to His Highness was manifested by his
subjects of all castes and creed, who took advantage of the opportunity to publicly give
some tangible shape to their feelings, and of expressing their sincere sentiments of gratitude
for the innumerable acts of kindness and benevolence they had received at His Highness’
hands, and also to commemorate His Highness’ visit to England. With this object in view,
they, by calling a public meeting, raised a fund and passed resolutions to give effect to their
desire by erecting a marble statue to His Highness. A deputation waited on His Highness
and requested him to accept their offer and to give a sitting to some good artist during his
stay in England. His Highness left Bombay on the eighth of April and returned on the second
of September, 1893. He fully enjoyed his stay and carried away with him very many happy
recollections of the kindly treatment he received from Her Majesty the Queen Empress the
members of the royal family, the members of Her Majesty’s Government and other
distinguished personages. His Highness was present nt the brilliant ceremony of the
opening of the Imperial Institute, and attended almost all the public functions such as
receptions, garden parties, State balls, etc., and had the pleasure of being elected an
honorary member of the United Sen-ice Club and the Naval and Military Club. In
recognition of his great aid to educational institutions in India the University of Cambridge
conferred on him the honorary-degree of LL. D. His Highness made a present of /zoo to the
University, which the Council of the Senate utilized, in founding a medal to be called the



Bhavnagar Medal. His Highness, who gave liberal donations and prizes to several institu­
tions, was present at the wedding of His Royal Highness the Duke of York and Her Serene
Highness Princess Victoria May of Teck. On his return to Bombay His Highness was
gratified to find awaiting him an autograph letter from Her Majesty the Queen Empress,
accompanied by a miniature of herself, set in diamonds as a souvenir of his visit. On his
return to his capital His Highness received several addresses of welcome from his subjects.
He was deeply touched at such a loyal and enthusiastic reception, which was unprecedented
in the annals of the State. The loyalty of His Highness was second to none in India. He
had, at a cost of over five lacs of rupees, mid at an annual cost of nearly two lacs of rupees,
formed, for imperial service, a regiment of lancers, three hundred strong, chiefly of his own
clan and of which he was honorary colonel. He was the first amongst the chiefs of
Kathiawar to offer aid in the cause of the imperial defence. In accepting his offer
Government cordially thanked him for his loyal desire to contribute to the cause of the
imperial defence. In a speech delivered on the seventeenth of April, 1892, His Excellency,
Lord Harris, addressing His Highness the Maharaja Saheb, said inter alia :

"But, sir, having witnessed all your Highness has done in various ways there still
remains another matter I should like to refer to which excites a wanner and deeper interest
in me than any of the others, because I am able on this occasion amongst many who have
the advantage of a frequent acquaintance with your Highness to thank you for the patriotic
services you have rendered to Her Majesty the Queen Empress by the recruitment of the
Imperial Corps of Lancers which I have the honor of inspecting to-day. I am sure that
your Highness, who came forward with the true instincts of a Rajput when the idea of the
imperial service corps started and offered to establish a transport corps, does not now regret
that you did me the honor of taking my advice that it would be better to set up a corps of
cavalry in preference to a transport corps. I am sure, sir, you must have been pleased to see
to-day the smart appearance the men presented at parade, the very fairly accurate knowledge
of the drill they showed despite the short time they have been recruited, and their muscular
and generally satisfactory’ physical appearance which must have struck all onlookers. I am
convinced your Highness will agree with me that Captain Forbes is to be warmly compli­
mented on all he has done in the short time he has been here, and it will be equally
gratifying to your Highness to hear that Captain Forbes says he has never found men more
willing to learn or more anxious to make themselves soldiers than those Rajputs he has had
the opportunity of recruiting in your Highness’ State. In these circumstances it is a sincere
pleasure to me to be able amongst those who rightly regard it an honor to consider themselves
your friends to thank you for the public and patriotic services you have rendered Her
Majesty the Queen Empress in providing this Imperial Corps of Lancers, etc. I can assure
you that I view with the greatest pleasure and satisfaction the efforts your Highness is
making to establish a thoroughly sound system of administration in your State; to arouse
a spirit of patriotism amongst your people and at the same time to show yourself the
greatest loyalty possible to Her Majesty the Queen Empress.”

His Highness died very’ suddenly on the twenty-ninth of January, 1896. He will be
greatly missed by his many friends in India and in England while the Bhavnagar State
mourns the loss of one of the most enlightened and progressive rulers that India has known,
"And take him for all in all we shall never look upon his like again. ” We can ask no more of
the present ruler than that he may prove a worthy successor to his father and there is every
reason for hoping that the just and equitable rule of the late Maharajah will be continued
by the son and that Bhavnagar will continue to be known as a "Model State.
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His Highness Biiavsinhji, Maharaja Saiieii of Bhavnagar.



His Highness Bhavsinhji, Maharaja Saheb of Bhavnagar.

The history of the Bhavnagar State shows what may be achieved by a spirit of military
enterprise coupled with tact and sagacity. It also fully illustrates the fact that when rulers
direct their attention to reforming the predatory habits of their subjects, it is possible to afford
security to person and property; to protect and foster commerce and trade, and to administer their
states on wise and liberal principles. The fragments of a small principality can thus be con­
solidated and turned into a model, well-governed Native State. To write the lives of the
predecessors of His Highness would be to write the history of the illustrious tribe, or clan, of the
Gohel Rajputs of Kathiawad, of which he is the Chief, and after which the eastern part of the
province of Kathiawad is called, “ Goliilwad.” The term Gohel is a Sanskrit compound, “Go,"
signifying strength—the efficient cause; and “ cla," the earth. The bardic accounts are
believed, to some extent, to be trustworthy records. The Gohels are said to be descended
from the celebrated Pandavs, who belonged to the Lunar or Chandravansi race. They trace
their line from the celebrated Shalivahan, the founder of the Shaka era. Still Colonel Todd
and others assert that the Gohels belong to the Solar race, and to the same family as the illus­
trious house of the Maharana of Udaipur. The old family title of “ Rawal ” was earned (page
258 of Todd’s Western India) at the memorable battle of Chitor—the palladium of Hinduism—
which was fought with Ala-ud-din Khilji in A. D. 1303. There are evidences, going as far
back as A. D. 812, which show that the Gohels ruled in Saurashtra (Kathiawad) from a very
remote time.

From a time anterior to the reign of Alamgir II., Emperor of Delhi, who confirmed the
English in the kiladari of Surat, a very close feeling of friendship existed between the rulers
of Bhavnagar and the British authorities. Colonel Walker, the late British Resident at the
Court of Baroda, made the permanent tribute settlement with the Chiefs of the different
states of Kathiawad. In his report to the Bombay Government, dated December 12, 1807, he
says that at the time (about 1742-43) when the disturbances, preceding the decline of the
Mogal Empire, made piracy rampant and almost effaced the sea-borne trade of the Western
coast of India by piracy and exactions, the littoral from Cambay to the Indus was one continu­
ous scene of lawless rapine. It was then that the rulers of Bhavnagar succeeded in dealing a
deathblow to these predatory oppressions and in reforming those of their own subjects who
were tempted to join in the same. " From that period," Colonel Walker says, “ we are to date
the intercourse of the Chiefs of Bhavnagar with the Government of Bombay; and, at a time
when the resources and commerce of the Presidency were more limited than at present, the
friendship of the Chieftain of Bhavnagar seems to have been cultivated with assiduity and atten­
tion.” And we may add that the friendship has gone on increasing year by year till the

present time.
His Highness Bhavsinhji (Bhavsinhji II.) Maharaja Saheb of Bhavnagar was born on

Fifth Chaitra Vad Samwat 1931, corresponding with April 26, 1S75. His education was
begun early. Being anxious that he should join his own alma mater, the late Maharaja
Saheb, his father, sent him to the Rajkumar College at Rajkot when he was only nine years of

age, aud where he soon began to create a very favorable impression by the attention and care
with which he prosecuted his studies. During the period of four and a half years which he
spent al the college he won the golden opinions of his masters, and gained the friendship of the
various princes at the college, which he still retains. Under certain circumstances—in no way
connected with the college—it was deemed judicious by His Highness the late Maharaja Saheb
that in his further education his son should have the advantage of a special tutor, aud an
arrangement was accordingly made with the Government of Bombay by which he, together
with His Highness the Maharaja of Kolhapur, was placed under the guardianship of Mr. S. M.
Fraser, I. C. S., at Dharwar, where he remained till February, 1893, a period of three years
and nine months. The following extract from the Kathiawad Administration Report for the
year 1889-90, speaks for itself:

“ His Highness’s heir, Kumar Shri Bhavsinhji, has for the year been resident at Dliar-
war, where in company with the Rajah of Kolhapur and the Chief of Kagal, he is studying
under the care and guardianship of Mr. Fraser, of the Bombay Civil Service. The improve­
ment in his manners and knowledge of colloquial English is patent to any one who knew him
before, and Mr. Fraser's report may be considered as eminently satisfactory. He says: ‘ In
general respects he is very bright and intelligent, and his genial manners and generous dispo­
sition make him a favorite in society and with his companion. His tastesnre manly and whole­
some, he is a good tennis player and gymnast, his riding has much improved, and he has
become a really, capital small-game shot. He has learnt to swim n little. His physique and
constitution are good, and his carriage lias been much improved by the use of the back-board
and drilling.’ The Rajah of Kolhapur and Kumar Bhavsinhji are great friends, mid the latter
spent a holiday at the capital of the former, which is quite a new departure.”

In 1890-91 the Political Agent announced to Government that His Highness was reported
to be progressing most satisfactorily under his tutor, Mr. Fraser; and that a cold weather tour
which he made with his tutor and school companions to the chief places of interest in the North
of India had beneficial results.

Encouraged by the success of the tour in Northern India, made in 1S90, it was decided
to make a more extended tour in Southern India and Ceylon. Starting from Kolhapur on
November 5, 1891, Bijapur, Hyderabad, Madras, Pondicherry, Tanjore, Tuticorin, Colombo,
Kandy, Newara Eliya, Bangalore and Mysore were all visited, and the time thoroughly well
spent, for His Highness and his companions were sufficiently advanced in book knowledge and
general information to see new places and things with intelligence, and to beuefit by what they
saw. By this lime the most notable places in India and Ceylon, with the exception of the
Panjab and Scinde,’ had been visited by them. The lesson learnt by the travelers on their tour
in Northern India was an appreciation of the vastness of India, with its widely differing peo­
ples, languages and scenery. And this was emphasized by what they saw of the South. His
Highness and his fellow travelers were hospitably entertained nt Hyderabad, Tanjore and
Mysore, and they met with very kind attention from His Excellency, the Governor of Ceylon.

The late Maharaja, Sir Takhtsinhji, was so much pleased with Mr. Fraser on account of
the solid progress made by the Prince, both in manners and knowledge, that His Highness 
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conveyed his acknowledgments, to that gentleman. The individual attention which each
Prince under his charge received from Mr. Fraser, and the kindly feelings that existed between
the tutor and his pupils were most noteworthy.

In February, 1S93, His Highness Maharaja Bhavsinhji, was married to Princess Devkun-
varba, a daughter of Maliaraval Shri Mansinbji, a Chuhan Rajput and ruling Chief of Devgadh
Bariya, a second-class state in the Rewa Kantha agency. The Political Agent, Sir Charles
Ollivant K. C. I. E., officially attended the festivities, and congratulated His Highness the late
Maharaja, expressing his hearty good wishes for the happiness of the couple.

Captain H. D. Merewcther, of the Bombay Political Department, was appointed special
tutor and companion to His Highness from the twenty fifth of February, 1893. The Political
Agent reported to Government (1S92-93) that His Highness was a manly and active youth, a
good rider and excellent shot.

In September, 1893, His Highness, the late Maharaja, addressed the Political Agent,
intimating the arrangement proposed for another and more extensive tour. By this arrange­
ment the young Prince visited several important and historic places in the Bhavnagar State,
and received homage from the Bhayads and Grasias. The one important item of the program
arranged for His Highness was that he should visit and inspect the offices of the local officers,
the schools and oilier public institutions. As arranged, His Highness joined his father at Rajkot
in November, and took part with him in all the functions attendant on His Excellency Lord
Harris’ farewell visit to the Chiefs of Kathiawad, assembled at the headquarters of the British
Agency in the Province, and he also took part in visits of ceremony.

It was considered desirable that His Highness should visit some of the chief cities in the
North of India which he had not seen before, and during the course of this tour he made
acquaintance with Jubbalpur, Benares, Allahabad, Cawnpur, Lucknow, Agra, Gwalior, Delhi,
Jeypur, Ajmere and Palanpur.

His Highness the late Maharaja Saheb, while in Calcutta in December, 1893, on a visit
to the Marquis of Landsowne, then Viceroy and Governor-General of India, telegraphed to His
Highness Maharaja Bhavsinhji, to join him at Calcutta, and this His Highness did, taking part
in all the ceremonial visits there. He was also presented to Lord Landsowne.

In June of the same year His Highness was deputed to Poona to acquire a military train­
ing to fit him for the command of the Bhavnagar State Imperial Service Lancers. This
connection of His Highness with the corps will, it is hoped, make it more popular with the
Rajputs of the Gohel clan, whom it was designed chiefly to enrol. It gave His Highness the
late Maharaja Saheb satisfaction to inform Government that His Highness Maharaja Bhavsinji
had expressed his desire to do the best he could to meet His Highness’ views.

On the birthday of Her Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress of India, His Highness
the late Maharaja Saheb issued a Tharav (Resolution) by which, in commemoration of that
auspicious day, he appointed His Highness Maharaja Bhavsinhji Commandant of the Bhav­
nagar State Imperial Lancers.

As previously arranged. His Highness with his tutor and companion proceeded to Poona
in June, 1893. and went through the required military training with the Second Bombay 

Lancers. He returned to Bhavnagar in tile following January, having passed the necessary test.
His Highness* revered father was much gratified to see the progress made by his beloved son.

By a second Tharav (Resolution) issued by His Highness the late Maharaja Saheb
under date the third of November, 1894, His Highness, while placing on record his great satis­
faction at the progress made in his studies by his son and heir, and seeing that he was now
anxious to obtain an insight into the working of the various departments of the State which
he was destined to rule, nominated him an extra member of the Executive Council of the State,
as well as of the Military Council.

At the same time a third Tharav (Resolution) was passed by His Highness the late
Maharaja Saheb directing that the heir-apparent should attend, for certain stated periods, the
offices of (1) the Diwan and Senior Councillor, (2) the Public Works Councillor, (3) the Presi­
dent Municipality, the Revenue Commissioner, and also the Court of the Chief Justice of the
State, to enable him to obtain an insight into the multifarious business carried on in these
important departments of the State. His Highness Bhavsinhji first attended to the business
of the Political Department, which also transacts the work of the settlement of land and the
rights and liabilities of the Bhayads and Mul-Grasias subordinate to the State. He then
applied himself to the various matters connected with the Public Works Department, which
also includes railways, municipalities, and horse-breeding. He finally turned his attention to
the revenue, civil and criminal matters.

In February, 1894, the Government of Bombay recalled Captain Merewether, tutor and
companion to His Highness, to the British service.

On January 29, 1896, His Highness Maharaja Sir Takhtsinhji, G. C. S. I., LL. D.,
breathed his last after a very short illness. This sad event caused a great shock to His High­
ness Maharaja Bhavsinhji, who was thus suddenly and unexpectedly called upon to administer
the affairs of the important State of Bhavnagar. But the extended tours and the training and
insight that His Highness had received in the different branches of administration of the State
served him in good stead.

His Highness Maharaja Raol Shri Bhavsinhji was placed on the gadi of the Bhavnagar State
on the tenth of February, 1896. The Political Agent, accompanied by the Assistant Political
Agent in charge of Gohilwad Prant, and conducted by the Diwan and Senior Councillor, arrived
at the Darbar Hall in the town palaces at 8.30 a. m., under a salute of eleven guns. The
Political Agent was received at the door of the Darbar Hall by His Highness the Maharaja, and
greetings were exchanged. In the Darbar Hall were collected European and Na ve gentlemen
of Bhavnagar, kinsmen and officers of His Highness, officers of the Agency and visitors. His
Highness was then conducted, by the Political Agent on his right and the Assistant Political
Agent Gohilwad on his left, to a chair of state on the dais, on which he was seated by the
Political Agent The Political Agent took his seat on the right of His Highness and a salute
of eleven guns was then fired, during which the Diwan and Senior Councillor delivered to His
Highness the Maharaja the seal of the State.

The Political Agent then addressed His Highness the Maharaja on the high task that was
before him and his heavy responsibilities.
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His Highness, in suitably replying, observed, inter alia, that to his father—whose career
to the regret of all had been cut short in the prime of life, and whose death was universally
deplored—he was much indebted, not only for the rare foresight with which he provided for
him the best possible means of education and training for the administration of the State, but
also for the very high state of efficiency to which he had brought the administration of his
State, and made it, as the Political Agent had said, the best governed Native State in India for
His Highness to inherit. His Highness observed that long before the first connection of the
British Government with the Province of Kathiawad, or indeed with any of the states in the
Province, His Highness’ ancestors were on the best terms of friendship with the Government.
That friendship was knit closer by his revyred father, whose conspicuous loyalty to the British
Crown had been so often and so kindly alluded to by the representatives of Her Imperial
Majesty, and so fittingly indicated in the foundation of the regiment of Lancers for the Imperial
Service. His Highness assured the Political Agent that it would always be his cherished privi­
lege to follow, in all respects, the footsteps of his father. His Highness concluded by observ­
ing that he was conscious of the very great responsibilities before him. He said: “I pray that
the blessing of God may attend my humble efforts to promote the prosperity and happiness of
those who are now committed to my charge, whose wants will be my special care, and whose con­
tentment and happiness will be my chief reward. In conclusion, I beg to request that you will
kindly convey the heartfelt thanks of myself and family to Her Imperial Majesty, and the
members of the Royal Family, to His Excellency the Viceroy, and to His Excellency the
Governor of Bombay, for the sympathy which they have so kindly expressed in our sad
bereavement.'’

A fortnight after the death of His Highness the late Maharaja Saheb, that pious and
popular Principal of the Rajkumar College, Mr. Chester Macnaghten, whom the father and the
son both loved and venerated, died. His Highness Maharaja Bhavsinhji, although himself in
mourning, paid a visit of condolence to the widow, and headed the list of subscription raised
to commemorate the memory of Mr. Macnaghten. •

In December, 1896, His Highness attended the Darbar held by the Political Agent to
deliver to the Thakor Saheb of Palitana the insignia of the order of the Knight Commander
of the Star of India. On this occasion the Managing Committee of the Lang Library presented
him with an address of welcome, and His Highness suitably replied, presenting the Library,
at the same time, with a donation.

Early in 1S97 it was found that, although the total rainfall in the State was not much
below the average, its untimely fall had produced smaller crops than usual, and the high prices
then ruling reduced the condition of many of the poor people to the need of State aid. His
Highness passed a famine code, and ordered relief works to be opened wherever the pinch of
poverty was felt, and at one time over 16,000 people were thus employed. Not content with
this His Highness, with the object of seeing for himself the condition of his subjects in conse­
quence of the short crops and the prevailing high prices, and also of inquiring on the spot into
their grievances, made a tour round all the districts of the State, with a very light retinue, and
this was repeated as often as possible. This was the first time that a ruler in the Province has
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set such a noble example His Highness' charities were not, however, confined to his own
State. Al that time famine was prevailing in the southern part of the Bombay Presidency.
His Highness not only presided nt a public meeting in Bhavnagar to raise funds for the sufferers
by the famine, but he made the very liberal personal donation of Rs. 10,000. His Highness
marked the first year of his rule by a thorough overhauling of the account system.

Shortly after the return of the lute Maharaja from a visit to England it pleased his Native
and European subjects, in commemoration of the event, and in thankfulness of his safe return,
to cause a statue of His Highness to be executed by the well-known nrtist Geflouske, which,
when completed, was presented to His Highness with a prayer that it would please him to cause
it to be erected in the most frequented place in the city of Bhavnagar. The erection of the
statue had not, however, been completed when His Highness died, but at the request of His
Highness Maharaja Bhavsinhji it was unveiled by the Political Agent, Colonel Hunter. In
requesting Colonel Hunter to perform the ceremony, His Highness observed that it was most
befitting that the first memorial of this kind in the city of Bhavnagar should be to the memory
of His Highness, the late Maharaja, during whose rule the city had been so enlarged, improved
and. beautified.

Colonel Hunter thanked His Highness for having asked him to perform the ceremony,
for, as he observed, the duty could not have devolved on a more willing substitute. He paid
a fitting tribute to, and warmly spoke of, the high qualities and noble virtues of head and heart
of His Highness, and concluded by observing that His Highness had the incentive of a great
example to live up to, and that he was glad to think that he had already shown promise of
being the worthy son of a worthy sire.

His Highness attended the Darbar in December, 1897, to welcome Lord Sandhurst, the
Governor of Bombay, on his first visit to the headquarters of the British Political Agency in
the Province. His Highness had on this occasion the honor of reading the address of welcome
presented to His Excellency by the Princes and Chiefs of the Province assembled at Rajkot.
As it is a most important document, expressive of the deep loyalty to and sympathy with the
British Government, we give it in full:

“ Your Excellency:
We, the Princes and Chiefs of Kathiawad, welcome with sincere pleasure Your Excel­

lency’s first visit to this, the ancient and historic Province of Saurashtrn, now called Kathiawad.
Last year we were rejoiced to learn that Your Excellency intended to visit this Province,

and those of us who have not the honor of Your Excellency’s acquaintance were looking
forward with pleasure to the opportunity of meeting Your Excellency. But the stern call of
duty, which we know is paramount to all others in Your Excellency’s mind, obliged you to
defer your visit. And, although we were very much disappointed then, we now rejoice the
more in welcoming Your Excellency after the success which has met Your Excellency's noble
and humane efforts to mitigate the famine and stamp out the plague.

These calamities have caused great distress and anxiety throughout the greater part of
the Bombay Presidency committed to Your Excellency’s charge, but no efforts which man
could devise were spared by Your Excellency to minimize their effects. The powers of the



officers of Her Imperial Majesty’s services—the Civil, Military and .Medical—were taxed to the
utmost m combating these evils, but these efforts have happily been crowned with success, and
we take this opportunity of Your Excellency being in our midst to offer you our hearty
congratulations. We appreciate these efforts the more because some of us, unfortunately, have
had our own small share of these troubles uud anxieties. But they were fortunately averted
before they assumed serious dimensions by the adoption of the measures recommended from
time to time in tile Notifications of Your Excellency's Government. There has recently,
unfortunately, been a recrudescence of the plague in some parts of the Bombay Presidency, but
we feel sure that Your Excellency will succeed in stamping it out.

We are anxious to take this opportunity of publicly expressing our utter abhorrence of
the diabolical and cowardly assassination of two of the most zealous and faithful officers of Her
Majesty, who were so devotedly laboring to save the very persons who encompassed their
death. The perpetrator or perpetrators of this dastardly deed have become the more detestable
through the time and opportunity they chose for this black deed, when every heart throughout
this vast Empire, over which the sun never sets, was overflowing with rejoicing on account of
Her Gracious and Imperial Majesty's Diamond Jubilee.

There is yet one important subject which we beg to touch upon here, as, in respect
thereof, we fully sympathize with Your Excellency's Government, though we have always hith­
erto treated with the contempt they deserve the scurrilous writings which appear in some of the
publications of the vernacular press. Never before during the British rule have the people of
India enjoyed the liberty of speech or writing which they now enjoy. We know that Govern­
ment do not fear, but rather invite, honest criticism upon their actions and policy. But the
privilege so conferred is being abused to an extent which loudly calls for the intervention of
Government and penal legislation. The Native States of India in general, and the States of
Kathiawad in particular, have often been most shamelessly attacked by some of the vernacular
press to an extent which, in our opinion, ought to be checked. These portions of the vernac­
ular press usually maintain themselves by levying blackmail from British territory, where they
can ply their nefarious trade with impunity.

Your Excellency came recommended to the Bombay Presidency, not only by the success
of your own political career, but by family associations which are still fresh in the memories
of most in this Presidency. It is not forgotten how much the Bombay Presidency owes to the
services of your distinguished father, the first Lord Sandhurst, who combined in so b igh a
degree the qualities of the statesman with those of the soldier; as well as those of your uncle,
Mr. S. Mansfield, C. S. I., formerly a member of the Government of the Bombay Presidency.
The expectations raised by such happy associations have been fully fulfilled by Your Excel­
lency’s public acts and utterances; and the just, broad and benevolent policy which has formed
the basis of your administration, the readiness with which Your Excellency has listened to
complaints, aud the measures you have taken to ascertain the real wants of the people, by
calling to your counsels the leaders of the different communities in civil affairs, have won for
Your Excellency the entire confidence of the public.

The former internecine strife which mined this Province has given place to a period of
unbroken peace and solid progress under the benign aegis of the British Government; 524 miles
of railways have been made and roads, telegraphs, post offices and educational institutions testify
how cordially western civilization has been welcomed in this Province. We are proud of these
sigils of enlightenment, and of none more so thau the college for the education of the Chiefs
of Kathiawad inaugurated twenty-seven years ago by Sir Seymour FitzGerald, at which not
only have most of our present ruling Chiefs been educated, but many of those outside Kathia­
wad claim this College as their alma mater. The last addition to the many central institutions 

maintained by the co-operation of the Chiefs is our new Rasul Khiiuji Hospital for women,
which has been built at a cost of Rs. 84,000 by His Highness the Nawab Saheb of Junagadh,
and generously presented to the Province for the alleviation of suffering of the female portion
of the community. This charitable institution will be under a lady M. D., Miss Wickham,
our Zenana Medical Officer, and will be maintained from the State General Fund, at an annual
cost of about Rs. 14,000. We feel sure that this endeavor to overcome the obstacles in the
way of medical relief to women will be viewed with approbation by one who has made hospitals
and hospital management a subject of special attention.

Our pleasure at Your Excellency's visit is enhanced by the circumstance that Your
Excellency proposes to present the insignia of a Companion of the Most Exalted Order of the
Star of India to Khacliar Shri Ala Chela of Jasdan, the first Chief of the Kathi tribe who has
been thus decorated, and one of our most respected rulers.

In concluding this address, we hope Your Excellency’s visit will be one of unalloyed
pleasure and interest; and, in thanking Your Excellency for honoring this Province, we take
the opportunity of assuring Your Excellency of our loyal and unswerving devotion to Her
Majesty's throne and person.”

lu December, 1S97, the Political Agent addressed the Principal Chiefs of Kathiawad on
the question of the future Government of the Rajkumar College. His Highness the Maharaja
Saheb after a mature consideration replied to the Political Agent in March, 1898, and suggested
several important alterations in the draft rules, which were not only adopted but much admired
by all. The want of a spacious and large Central Hall for the Rajkumar College was greatly
felt. In December, 1897, the Political Agent had submitted to the states a proposal regarding
the desirability of extending the Central Hall at an estimated cost of about Rs. 47,000. Useful
and desirable as the work appeared, the Chiefs, on whose purses, owing to the plague and the
drought, there were so many calls, were not prepared to pay the money, and a loan from some
other than the Chiefs’ Fund was suggested to meet the cost of the proposed extension. The
matter stood in this difficult position when His Highness Maharaja Bhavsinhji came to the rescue.
He telegraphed to the Political Agent his willingness and preparedness to meet the entire cost of
the extension of the hall and the Sir Takhtsinhji Wing of the College. In intimating this
news to the states, the Political Agent by memo. No. 1784, dated twenty-ninth of March, 1898,
said:—

“ With reference to his memo, of the fifth of February on the subject of the enlargement
of the Rajkumar College Hall and addition to theTakhtsinhji Wing, the Political Agent has much
pleasure in communicating to the states that His Highness the Thakor Saheb of Bhavnagar
has most generously offered Rs. 50,000 to meet the whole cost of the above works. The Politi­
cal Agent has accepted this munificent gift with his cordial acknowledgments, to which he
feels sure the states will add their own.” ~~

The proposal made by the Political Agent that the hall should be called the Bhavsinhji
Hall was cordially endorsed by all the Chiefs of the Province.

His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, who in November, 1897, had kindly accepted His High­
ness the Maharaja’s invitation to visit his capital, redeemed the promise, and visited Bhavnagar
in November, 1898. His Excellency, accompanied by his staff, arrived at Bhavnagar at 5 p. m.
on the twentieth of November, and was received by His Highness the Maharaja accompanied
by the Members of his State Council and principal officers and conducted into the Darbar Hall,
where several presentations were made. A procession was then formed to drive through the
town to Panwadi, where the distinguished guest was accommodated. The route was gaily deco­
rated and lined through the greater portion of the distance with a densely packed, eager, and
expectant crowd. The morning of the twenty-second was spent in visiting several of the
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principal objects of interest in the vicinity of Bhavnagar. Accompanied by the Maharaja, His
Excellency first inspected the Bhavnagar State Imperial Service Lancers. His Excellency was
much pleased with the stalwart and well-mounted body of nearly three hundred Lancers and
their excellent horses. He congratulated the troops on their soldierly appearance and bearing,
and visited and minutely examined the fine Takhtsinhji Hospital built by the late Maharaja at
a cost of over five lakhs of rupees. He drove through the extensive Victoria-park, and then
visited the State Paddock, and was much pleased with what he saw. At noon His Highness the
Maharaja, accompanied by the members of his State Council and other principal officers, paid
a state visit to His Excellency at Panwadi, and this visit was returned in the afternoon by His
Excellency, who was accompanied by his personal staff and the Political Agent at Kathiawad.
At five o’clock the same evening His Excellency laid the foundation-stone of the new filter
beds and service reservoir, which will be constructed to complete the scheme for the water-
supply of the town. The proceedings were opened by an account of the proposed work, after
which His Highness the Maharaja then addressed His Excellency as follows:—

“The water supply of a town is the most important care that administrators have to
make provision for. Bhavnagar thirty years ago had to depend solely on its wells, and it is
within the memory of many bow in the hot months water was brought in many miles to the
inhabitants in tank-carts. The administrators during my father’s minority formed the lake
which is named after one of them * The Gavrishanker Lake,’ and my father in 1887 connected
the lake by the main pipe which brought its waters without wastage into the heart of the town
—calling the works, the 1 Victoria Jubilee Water-works ’ in honor of the year. It is my inten­
tion now to extend this work by providing filters and service reservoir mains through all the
principal streets, and dipping wells at convenient centres. It will, Sir, be adding to the
pleasures of your first visit to my capital if you will lay the foundation of this reservoir and
filter, and at the same time permit your name to be connected with the work.”

Mr. R. Proctor-Sims, the Public Works Councillor, then gave a brief outline of the
work. He said:

“ May It Please Your Excellency,
Bhavnagar has for the last twenty-six years possessed an ample storage of water, where,

before that date, there was oftentimes severe drought. Until 1887, however, the water from
the Gavrishanker storage lake was conveyed by an open water-course to a large tank in the
town, whence it percolated to the surrounding wells, and was drawn therefrom by the people
in the usual way. The waste that occurred, both in the water-course and the receiving tank,
was very large, but so long as the supply was sufficient for consumption the people were
content Scanty rainfall for a couple of years in succession revealed thp necessity for improve­
ment, and it was in the year before-mentioned that His Highuess the late Maharaja sanctioned
a twenty-inch main being laid from the lake to the town, a distance of two and one-sixth miles.
This was effected none too soon, and saved the inhabitants from much distress. Filters and
distributing mains were then discussed, but demands on the resources of the State in heavy
relief works prevented the completion of the scheme. His Highness Bhavsinbji has now
determined that the full usefulness of the scheme shall be forthwith put in hand, and funds for
the purpose have been set aside.

In its course over its catchment area, water necessarily takes up impurities, and one of
the most important requirements of a water-scheme is therefore to render such water potable,
and have a three days’ supply of the same always on hand. The filter beds and the reservoir
of which Your Excellency has kindly consented to lay the foundation-stone will secure this-
and Your Excellency will see from the dotted lines on the plan that, in the land taken up,
provision for possible extensions has also been made.

The Gavrishanker storage lake has a catchment area of eight and a half square miles,
but is supplemented by a dam across the river Maleshri, six miles away, whereby the catch­
ment is increased by thirty-six square miles more. When full, the lake contains two and a
half billion gallons of water—and this is always available at the close of every monsoon that
has afforded the ordinary fall of rain.

The new work which is this day inaugurated by Your Excellency provides for Jive filler
beds, giving a total area of 2,222 square yards of filtering media ; a covered service reservoir to
contain 3,416,015 gallons of limpid water, which together will cost Rs. 1,75,872; and six and
one-half miles of distributing mains, hydrants, etc., through the chief streets of the town, to
cost Rs. 1,95,239; making iu all Rs. 3,71,211. Six and a quarter lakhs have been spent in the
past, and this addition will now bring the total cost up close on ten lakhs.

The people of Bhavnagar, I may be permitted to add, will long remember the wisdom
of the ruler that has made this new provision for their health and comfort.”

His Excellency having laid the foundation-stone, graciously accorded permission for the
reservoir to be called by his name,. He eulogized the public spirit of the Maharaja in devoting
surplus funds to the construction of works of public utility.

In the evening a State banquet was held in the spacious shaniiana pitched in the Albert
Victor Square and beautifully decorated and illuminated by electric light, when His Highness
proposed the health of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress in the following terms:

“Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I propose the health of the Queen-Empress. Under Her Imperial Majesty’s long and

eventful reign India has rapidly progressed in civilization and contentment, and simple grati­
tude alone makes this toast one that is accepted throughout the length and breadth of this
land with reverence and respect. We have, however, a higher incentive to render to it the
honor that is its due, and that is the high and noble qualities of our sovereign, who commands
an Empire's devoted affection. The Queen-Empress. Long may Her Imperial Majesty reign 1”

His Highness next proposed the health of the distinguished guest of the evening, His
Excellency Lord Sandhurst, in the following terms:

“Colonel Hunter, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I call upon you all to drink to the health of His Excellency, our esteemed Governor

Lord Sandhurst It was with much satisfaction that I received the news some two months
back that His Excellency would about this time honor me by a visit to the Capital of this
State, and I have looked fonvard to this day with pleasurable anticipation. It has come; and
though my fare is small, His Excellency, I trust, has felt that my welcome is hearty, and
’discerned with ease, a willing mind and a desire to please.’

To one in the lofty eminence that His Excellency occupies, it would be presumptuous in
one so young and inexperienced as myself to utter words of praise at all His Excellency has
done, but I shall, I am sure, be within proper bounds if I express much gratification at the
high recognition of His Excellency's efforts to suppress the plague expressed very recently by
His Excellency the Viceroy. It has happened to few Governors to have so many adverse
circumstances to deal with in his tenure of office as Lord Sandhurst has had, but the manner
in which one and all have been met and dealt with by His Excellency has merited universal
approval, and it will be a solace to His Excellency that he has had the power to do so much
for the human wants and miseries that surrounded him. He has had a heavy share of the
penalties paid for greatness, but hard work has proved to him a pleasure; to the detraction
with which he has been assailed he has been deaf; to the impediments that have beset his
path he has been blind; and for all the sacrifices he has had to make he fully prepared himself
to do battle.
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You will all share with me, I am sure, in regret that Lady Sandhurst is not in India, and
has been therefore unable to accompany His Excellency to Knthinwnd. Ladies and gentlemen
—Let us drink to the health of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst.”

His Excellency in replying proposed the health of His Highness, and spoke of the high
administrative capacity the Maharaja already displayed, and added that he was confident His
Highuess would emulate the example of his illustrious predecessor. His Highness replied as
follows:—

“Your Excellency,
I thank you sincerely for the kind way in which you have proposed my health, and

you, ladies and gentlemen, for the kind way in which you have accepted the same. For such
measure of excellence as the Bhavnagar State has attained to we are indebted to my revered
father; but I hope I may be privileged to proceed in the same path for so long as it may please
God to leave the welfare of this State in my hands.”

On the morning of the twenty-third His Excellency, after visiting the Samaldas College,
the Marble Chhatri, the Courts buildings, the High School, and the Barton Museum and
Library, performed the very pleasant duty of distributing the prizes to the pupils of the
Majirajba Girls’ School, where nearly four hundred girls are receiving education under the care
of Miss Brooke, the Lady Superintendent, on which occasion His Excellency said:—

" A word or two of thanks from us are certainly due to Miss Brooke for the entertainment
we have enjoyed so much. Your father, the late Maharaja, your Highness, left many great
improvements behind him. I have observed more than one monument to his memory in your
city, but I doubt whether any finer or more valuable monument to his memory remains than
this girls' school he did so much to promote and improve. In looking at the report I find that
the struggle to develop female education was commenced forty years ago, and, as we all know,
female education has been an uphill battle and struggle for those who have endeavored to assist
it From a very small beginning this school has now attained to very great usefulness, and
whilst we all appreciated the beauty of the entertainment and illuminations we saw last night,
I must say that in regard to color and general beauty the entertainment we have seen this
morning surpasses it Color and animation have a peculiar fascination for myself, and amongst
the many beautiful sights I have seen in India I have encountered none more beautiful than the
various class rooms I passed through to-day. It is a great pleasure to me to be here. I
congratulate Miss Brooke most heartily upon the way in which these exercises have been per­
formed. No doubt the Guzrati songs were rendered correctly, but of that I am afraid l am
not a first-class judge, but my eye can detect color and grace, and I have never seen either
surpassed. But whilst we thank Miss Brooke for the organization of this entertainment, I
would also congratulate her upon another thing, and that is the character of the building in
which the school of which she has charge is housed. In a climate such as this you must look
to the ventilation if you want to have the children healthy and bright, and so far as I have
been able to judge, these requirements have been most fully met here. I have but to testify
once more to the great gratification I have felt in being here to-day, and I shall take away from
this school one of the most pleasant memories of my visit to Bhavnagar.”

The afternoon was spent in nn interesting drive through the town, and a visit was paid
to the harbor, where Lord Sandhurst paid particular attention to the means adopted for
keeping the channel clear. At half-past six, the Maharaja gave a garden party at the
Nilambag Palace, which was largely attended. The grounds were charmingly illuminated,
and a most pleasing entertainment provided for the guests.

His Highness attended the assemblage of the Chiefs at Rajkot, where His Excellency the
Governor arrived on the twenty-seventhof November. There were several functions, themost 

important of which was the opening of the Bhavsinbji Hall of the Rajkumar College, Rajkot,
when Mr. Waddington thanked His Highness the Maharaja for bis princely donations to the
College, with which he had followed the example of his father, the late Maharaja. The names
of Bhavsinbji and Takhtsinhji of Bhavnagar would, he said, be revered by generations to
come.

His Highuess the Maharaja then requested the Governor to open Bhavsinbji Hall and
unveil the bust of the late Maharaja, and His Excellency the Governor, in complying with the
request, congratulated His Highness the Maharaja Saheb upon the worthy manner in which he
was treading in the footsteps of his illustrious father.

The first ceremony after the opening of the Bhavsinbji Hall was the inaugural meeting
of the College Council, which was presided over by His Excellency Lord Sandhurst and
attended by all the Chiefs.

Ou December I, His Excellency was entertained at a public banquet at Rajkot by the
Princess and Chiefs of Kathiawad, whose guest he was during his stay in Rajkot. In proposing
the customary toast of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, His Highness said:—

" Your Excellency, Colonel Hunter, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have the honor on behalf of my brother Chiefs and myself to propose for your

acceptance the health of Iler Most Imperial Majesty the Queen-Empress of India. I am happy
in being the spokesman of this toast—knowing full well the perfect sincerity of the feelings of
every Chief in this ancient province in the sentiment I have the privilege to express—for which
of us can possibly be ignorant of the blessings that have followed British rule in India, and
the progress, quietude, and contentment that have year after year been developed in the land,
under Her Most Gracious Majesty’s benign sway.” His Highness then gave an appropriate
quotation from the hymn in the vernaculanwhich corresponds to the English National Anthem.
Continuing, he said: “ We claim, Sir, to have been second to none in the Empire in loyalty
when the two Jubilees of Her Majesty’s reign gave to everyone the occasion for public utter­
ances; and the statue which we then voted for the Connaught Darbar Hall in commemoration
of the Diamond Jubilee we had fondly hoped would this day have been in its place, and would
have been unveiled by you, Sir, Her Majesty’s Representative in this Presidency. Our disap­
pointment is keen that that ceremony has had to be deferred; but we have a consolation in the
prospect that the mishap will give us a further occasion to manifest the devotion that we feel.
Your Excellency, it gives us all pleasure to see you here again, but I must leave His Highness
of Gondal to deal fully with this subject. I will conclude by claiming from all present a right
loyal response to ‘ The Queen-Empress of India.' ”

Early in December, 1898, His Highness had the satisfaction of learning that he had been
elected by the Chiefs of Kathiawad, belonging to Classes I to IV, to be a Member of the Board
of Visitors of the Rajkumar College.

Amongst the numerous and valuable donations made by His Highness the Maharaja
may be mentioned the subscription towards founding the Gordon College at Khartoum.
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His Highness Rasulkhanji, Nawab Saiieb oi- Junagadh, K. C. S. I.



His Highness Rasulkhanji Nawab Saheb of Junagadh.

His Highness Nawab Sdheb Rasulklninji of Juutlgadh, Lord of the ancient and historical
province of Saurdshlra,4 is descended from a line of noble Afghan ancestors whose gallant
and devoted service to the Moghnl Emperors of Delhi gained them the honorable name
of Babi, which, being interpreted, means “trusted.” Generation after generation they made
their names illustrious by tile heroic deeds they performed while fighting under the banner
of their sovereigns in the long-contested conquests of the various provinces of the Empire.
Their connection with the throne of Delhi began in the reign of Humdyun, the second
Emperor (A. D. 1530-56). An ancestor of His Highness named Bahfidurkhdn was a lord-in­
waiting to the Emperor Shd.ll Jehdn, whose life he on one occasion saved al the risk of his own
by a signal act of bravery. The greatest among his immediate descendants were Jaferkhan,
Salabatkhan and Sherkhdn. The fief of Junagadh was one of several which the Emperor
conferred upon Salabatkhdn.t and it was in the time of this chief that the levy of the Zortalabi
tribute { by the Junagadh Princes commenced. Saldbatklifin died in A. D. 1731, leaving three
sons. The eldest of these, Sherkhtln, was one of the most valiant defenders of the tottering
Empire against the attacks of the Mardtbas. His most celebrated exploit was a great victory
gained over Pilaji GAekwar, who had invaded and conquered Baroda, and the restoration
of that flourishing city and district to the sovereignty of Delhi. In recognition of this great
service the Emperor invested him with the title of “ Nawdb.11 He was the first Bfibi who had
won it. Sherkhan died in A. D. 1758, and was succeeded on the throne of Jundgadh by his
eldest son Mahabatkhdnji. It was in tile reign of this prince and his successor that the
military and diplomatic genius of the celebrated prime minister, Amarji, secured such large
and valuable accessions of territory and wealth to the House of Jundgadh. Nawdb Mahibat-
khanji died prematurely in A. D. 1775. He was succeeded by his son Hfimadkhdnji I , then
only thirteen years of age, Diwan Amatji for a time acting as his guardian. Hfimadkhfinji
died in A. D. 1811, and was succeeded by his eldest son Baliddurkhdnji II. An agreement was
concluded in May, 1816, between the British Government and His Highness, the Nawdb
Sdheb, by tile third article of which tile collection of the Jundgadh Zortalabi tribute
(previously recovered by’ force of arms in an annual campaign) was entrusted to the British
Government. His Highness further agreed by a subsequent engagement dated February 1,
1821, to give tile British Government one quarter of the sum realized " as charges on account
of horsemen, footmen, etc.,” employed in the work of collection. Baliddurkhdnji II. died in
A. D. 1840, leaving four sons, of whom the two eldest, Hamidkhdnji and Mahdbatkhdnji,
successively enjoyed the sovereignty after him. Hamidkhdnji was cut off in his prime, having
died in A. d. 1851, aged only twenty-three. His brother, Nawdb Sdheb Mahdbatkhdnji,
K. C. S. I., then ascended the throne. On account of his tender age a council was at first
appointed to conduct the Government. Mahdbatkhdnji was throughout his life guided in the
administration of the State by the wise and far-sighted policy of his (happily surviving) Vazir
Madar-ul-Maham Sheikh Muhammad Bahduddinbhdi and the late venerable Diwdn Sujna
Gokalji Jhdld. His Highness married a sister of the Vazir Sdheb, named Ladadi Bibi, and the
son of this marriage was the late Nawdb Sdheb Baliddurkhdnji, who ascended the throne on
his father’s death in A. D. 1882. He received his education at the Rdjkumdr College, Rdjkot,
and was made a Knight Grand Commander of the Indian Enipire in 1890. He was succeeded
by the present Nawdb Sdheb His Highness Rasulkhdnji, son of His Highness Mahdbatkhdnji
by another lady. His Highness was born on July 30, 1858, and ascended the Gadi on
January 23, 1892. In the same year he made a tour through the principal provinces of India.
Having been from his infancy deeply impressed with the truths of religion, he has acquired a
thorough knowledge of the sacred Kurdn, and is celebrated for his pious and charitable gifts.
His anxiety to promote the welfare of his subjects is evinced by the many measures of public
utility which he has adopted. Among the most important of these works may be mentioned
the Rasulkhanji Hospital for females at Rajkot, which cost a lakh of rupees, and which is
much appreciated throughout the province. This is an institution similar in usefulness to the 

several hospitals opened as branches of the Lady Dufferin Hospital. Towards the construction
of the magnificent building of the Bahav.ldin Arts College ami TechnicalInst tute in he
city of Junagad His Highness has contributed about two lakhs of r p ,
funds collected by the friends and admirers of Vazier Bahavddinbha. to perpe uate his memory,
and it is worthy of note that at the laying of the foundation stone of the building His Highness
agreed to maintain Illis very useful institution at State expense. W ith a view to supp > lug the
Capital with pure water, His Highness has commenced a grand scheme of water-works at an
estimated cost of about eight lakhs of rupees, and placed it under the general superintendence of
an experienced engineer, Mr. J. E. Whiting, M. Inst. C. E. His Highness opened an Alienation
Settlement Department to investigate and settle the titles of all aliens in the State. Started
only as fnr back as 1897, this department made rapid progress, owing to the untiring exertions
of Colonel C. W. H. Sealy, the able and experienced officer, whose services were lent by
Government for this work, and of Vazier Bahavddinbhai and Naib Diwan Mr. Purshottamrai
Sundciji Zala, who were the officers appointed by His Highness to amicably settle the titles of
those who wished it.

That the surplus revenue of tile State is also judiciously utilized ill the promotion of
trade and commerce and in affording convenience to the public is proved by’ the fact that
besides spending forty lakhs of rupees in the construction of a railway sixty-seven miles long
from Jetalsar Junction on the Bbavnagar-Gondal Junagadh-Porbandar Railway to the important
port of Veraval via Junagad, the State has contributed six lakhs of rupees to the capital fund
of the Jetalsar-Rajkot Railway. His Highness has also commenced to erect a commodious
building on a modem and approved plan, in place of the old hospital iu the city of Junagad.
The old site having been considerably enlarged, the various buildings for the hospital are
expected to cost about two lakhs of rupees. His Highness has made a further addition to the
beauty of his metropolis, which is already a very picturesque and interesting town, by com­
mencing the erection of a building in a prominent part of the town to be used as a museum
and library. This will be known as the Victoria Diamond Jubilee Museum and the Bahadur-
khanji Library. Thus, it is to the enlightened views and progressive government of the father
and the brother (the two preceding Nawabs of Junagad) and the present ruler that the subjects
of the State are indebted for the following educational institutions: (1) the Bahadurkhanji
High School, Junagad; (2) the Mohobat Madrasai, the Bahavddin Arts College, and the Tech­
nical Institute; (3) the Ladadi Bibi Girls’ School; (4) the Library and Hie Victoria Diamond
Jubilee Museum, etc., etc.; as also for the magnificent buildings for locating them. In April, 1893,
a partial control over the Educational Department of the State was handed over to the State,
and the liberality of His Highness Sir Rasulkhanji has enabled the authorities not only to
maintain but to make material additions to the number of schools giving primary education.
With a view to placing education on a sound and uniform basis, a conference of the teachers
has been organized, and 5,000 rupees has been subscribed by His Highness to furnish a nucleus
for the funds required for revising the present vernacular series. These measures of adminis­
tration and the personal worth of His Highness, have been appreciated by the advisers of Her
Majesty the Queen-Empress who was graciously pleased to create His Highness a Knight
Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India.

The Nawab Saheb Sir Rasulkhanji, with great solicitude and in the catholicity of his
chanty, has endeavored to leave nothing undone which would be conducive to the comfort con­
venience and advancement of his subjects, and to the good government and peace of his State.

His Highness has, among other children, one son, Prince Sherjumakhaji, who has lately
completed his education at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot y

• Literally meaning th' good kingdom, now corrupted into Sorath
t Opinions, however, differ on this noint w u

Sorath trom Mir Daulat Ali Naib of that place apMinted from n’ ln" 'n 1118 report tl,nl Sherkhdn took
tThe word •’Zortalabi” literallv IT " Z ,ColoI*el J«ob holds a similar opinion.

ancestral right of the Princes of Sorath is clear proof of'their ureced* OV'r‘}ord’ T1,!s hereditary and
which has been acknowledged by Government. 1 ecedence over all the other Chiefs of Kathiawad
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His Highness Sir Bhagvat Sinhjke, K. C. I. E., M. D., M. R. C. P
F. B. U., LL. D., D. C. L., Thakore Sahib of Gondal.

Her Highness The Rani Sahib of Gondal.
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His Highness Sir Rhagvat Sinhjee, G. C. I. E., M. D., F. R. C. P., F. B. U.,
LL.D., D. C. L. Thakore Saheb of Gondal.

His Highness Sir Bhagvat Singhjee, the present Ruler of Gondal—a first-class Native
State situated very nearly in the exact centre of the historic province of Saurashtra in Western
India—is a Jadeja Rajput by descent, and as such belongs to the lunar dynasty which traces its
origin to the renowned Krishna. After the great destruction which is said to have befallen this
race at Verawal-Patan about 5300 years ago, the survivors established themselves in Sindh,
whence they migrated into Cutch, which country they took possession of by force of arms.
After some time a member of their family settled at Hollar in Kathiawar and assumed the
name of Jam. The place which he fixed on as his residence is now known by the name of
Jam Nagar, the citj- of Jam. As the members of their family increased, they separated and
established independent cbiefdoms, such as Gondal, Dhrol, Rajkot, etc. The founder of the
Gondal House was Kumblioji I., who inherited a moiety of his patrimonial estate from his
brother Sahebji, Chief of Rajkot, and expanded his possessions considerably by his valor and
military prowess. The present Thakore Saheb is the twelfth in descent from him.

His Highness was born on the twenty-fourth of October, 1S65, and so was only four years
old when his father Sagramji, of pious memory, died in Bombay. In his boyhood he gave
promise of a very hopeful future. Being somewhat modest and reticent, he had more of the
thoughtful than the playful boy in him. He was but little fond of frolic, and from the
beginning evinced considerable aptitude for study. At the age of nine, he entered the
Rajkumar College, an institution then recently established at Rajkot for the education of the
Kathiawar aristocracy. His whole college career, extending over a period of nine years, was
one of uniform success, characterized alike by ability, industry, and good behavior. For a
considerable time he maintained the position of head of the college, and, without interruption,
won the annual prizes either for diligence, drawing, or proficiency in English. He had
advanced so far beyond his fellow students that in the words of the Principal, “he had to be
put in a class by himself.” He is a notable product of English education, and well worthy of
such praises ns were ever bestowed on a member of Indian royalty by such earnest educationists
as Mr. Chester Macnaughten, Professor F. G. Selby and Sir William Muir.

In order to give a finishing touch to his education, the Prince, with the laudable desire
of seeing with his own eyes all that was worth studying in the manners and customs of the
English people, ventured to undertake a tour in Europe under the guidance of Major (now
Colonel) Hancock. He spent nearly four months in England and Scotland, and then made a
short tour on the Continent, visiting Paris, Brussels, Hamburg, Lucerne and other places in
Switzerland, Milan, Venice, Florence, Rome, and Naples, returning via Brindisi to India on the
thirteenth of November, 18S3. He has published the experiences and impressions of his
travels in the shape of a regularly kept journal or diary, which is a delightful and interesting
record of the scenes which the young Prince went through in the course of a somewhat hurried
trip of six mouths’ duration. The book is very favorably noticed by the Indian, English, and
Continental press as much for its style and literary merits as for the fair and independent

observations of its royal author. It is a rare thing in India for a Chief to take to book-writing,
and this book does no little credit to the youthful Prince.

Soon after his return from his journey', the Chief was initiated into the public business
of his State by being associated in administration with Colonel Nutt. He assumed sole charge
of his State on the twenty-fifth of August, 1884. His installation speech is regarded by his
people as a Magna Charta, inasmuch as it puts forth an important declaration of his future
policy, and it was so very thoughtful and effective, that the Governor in Council publicly
complimented him for the matter and tone of it. “ Subsequent events have shown," says the
Times of India, lately, “that the high professions in the speech were real, and that the ends
of government which the young Chief then defined have been kept clearly and practically in
view.”

In the same year he was nominated a Fellow of the Bombay University—an honor to
which his literary pursuits fully entitled him. In the early part of 1886, the Thakore Saheb
again proceeded to Scotland, with a view to reside for some time at the Edinburgh University.
He stayed there over fifteen months, and so much distinguished himself as a willing and
diligent student of science, that the old Scottish University thought fit to confer on him the
honorary degree of LL. D.—a distinction never before bestowed on a Native of the Bombay
Presidency. He was present in England at the time of the grand Jubilee festivities in the
capacity of a member of the deputation sent to that country by all the chiefs of Kathiawar,
and was fortunate enough to receive from the hand of Her Majesty in person the insignia of
Knight Commander of the most eminent order of the Indian Empire. He returned to India
on the thirteenth of August, 1887. The day was a memorable one, as the Thakore Saheb
received from his subjects a grand ovation on his safe return home. Addresses of welcome and
congratulations were showered on him from all sides, and young and old, rich and poor, all
turned out to a man to honor and greet him. The same year the Government of Her Majesty
the Queen-Empress was pleased to raise Gondal to the rank of a first-class Native State “ on
account of its importance and advanced administration,” and to announce that in future the
Rulers of Gondal would be entitled to a salute of eleven guns—thus affording no small personal
satisfaction to His Highness, who found his State advanced in both rank and power, under his
regime, and recognized as one of the best governed states in India.

In the beginning of the year 1890, His Highness’ beloved consort, Rani Shri Nandku-
verba of Dharampore was taken suddenly very ill, so much so that her doctors strongly advised
her to go on a long sea voyage, and reside for a time in England under the best medical treatment
available there. Accordingly His Highness was obliged to set sail on the twenty-first of March,
with his Rani and children, leaving his Dewan in charge of the State. This Rajput lady was
the first Rani of an Indian ruling Chief who had ventured to set aside her caste prejudices and
to cross the ocean or the “ kala-pani ’’ as they call it in India. Her Highness had to be kept
under medical treatment for over two years, during which time her health underwent great
improvement His Highness the Thakore Saheb, who is studious by nature, could not allow
this long interval to press heavily on him. Being very fond of science, and especially of
medical science, of which he is an ardent student, he again joined the Edinburgh University
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and went through the whole curriculum* passed his M. B. examinations in the most satisfactory
way and took his M. D. degree in the ordinary course. He also passed the examination for the
Membership of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh and is now one of its Fellows.
In June, 1892, the distinguished University of Oxford, on the occasion of its Commemoration
Day, conferred on His Highness the Honorary Degree of D. C. L. His Highness may well be
proud of this rare academic distinction which also seems to have greatly rejoiced his subjects,
whose idol he is, and ■who, in appreciation of his just and beneficent rule have, with one accord,
voted him a colossal bronze statue by public subscription. This is unique in the history of the
province; for one must search in vain for a parallel in which the good deeds of a leading Chief
are sought to be held in such honorable remembrance by his people.

It is pleasant to note that the object which had induced His Highness to take his Rani to
England was accomplished beyond all expectation. Her Highness’ health considerably
improved under the skillful treatment of the Edinburgh doctors. This was highly gratifying
to the people of Gondal, whose gratification was much enhanced when they came to learn that
the membership of the Crown of India had been conferred on Her Highness by Her Majesty
Queen Victoria.

After having graduated in medicine, His Highness, accompanied by his convalescent
Rani, returned to India in the beginning of 1893 via America, Japan, China, Australia, and
Ceylon,- thus accomplishing the daring feat of touring round the world. His Highness and his
courageous spouse have earned the reputation of being one of the most traveled couples on
this side of the world. The dauntless Rajput Princess is the first of her class and rank who
has discarded the purdah, accompanied her lord to a foreign country, sharing his joys and
sorrows, and proceeded in circumnavigating the earth.

On his return home His Highness inaugurated various measures for the improvement of
his State, devoting his spare time to literary pursuits. His recently published work on " The
History of Aryan Medical Science ” has created a very favorable impression on the minds of
his Indian and English critics.

The recent occasion of the Diamond Jubilee brought to His Highness a new honor. He
was one of the fortunate few on whom the distinction of G. C. I. E. was conferred. He may
be congratulated on receiving such a high recognition at the hands of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria.

The time has not perhaps come for pronouncing a final judgment upon the career of this
enthusiastic young Chief, whose plans and ideas of a sound and enlightened government have
not as yet been possibly given full scope. Still, if what he has already done for his people be
taken as an earnest of what is to follow, His Highness may justly lay claim to be called a very
capable and efficient administrator. He takes a keen and intelligent interest in his adminis­
tration and nothing is done without his knowledge. He regularly attends office at stated
hours and carefully looks to the wants of his subjects. He has created the office of a traveling
doctor, with a view to afford medical aid to villagers who are living at a distance from the
towns where there are hospitals or dispensaries. The duty of the traveling doctor is to visit
the villagers in periodical rounds, and give medical assistance on the spot to the ignorant and
the poor who cannot conveniently resort to hospitals. This novel experiment has answered so
well that, in the opinion of Lord Harris, His Highness’ “example may be copied not only in
Native States, but also in British territory." The Gondal Infirmary, known as the Bai Saheb
Ba Asylum and Orphanage, is also the first and the best institution of its kind in the province.
It is founded in memory of His Highness’ deceased wife, Bai Saheb Ba. In this asylum the
infirm and disabled, who are unable to earn their livelihood, and are otherwise uncared for and
neglected, are provided with clothes, board, lodging and medical aid. Separate wards are

assigned to separate castes, and thus the institution is a real blessing to many laboring under
physical disabilities. “The success of this unique institution," says Sir Charles Ollivant,
" bears grateful testimony to the benevolence of the founder.”

The Chief has the wisdom to invest a large surplus capital in the construction of railways
known as the “ Bhavnagar-Gondal ” aud the " Gondal-Porbandar ” Railways. He is also a
joint proprietor of the branch line known as Jetalsar-Rajkot Railway, which was formally
opened for traffic by the Governor of Bombay, Lord Harris. Jetalsar is a town belonging to
Gondal. And this branch connects His Highness’ capital with Rajkot (the Agency headquarters)
on the one hand and with the main line ou the other. It will thus be seen that the State has
been very forward in promoting railways in the province.

The agricultural interests of the State have been stimulated in many ways, and every
effort has been made to introduce superior wheat and new kinds of vegetables throughout the
State. Irrigation by wells has been dealt with in a practical manner. New wells are being
sunk every year. All this means increased revenue and prosperity, as well as safeguarding
against local famine. The Gondal Horticultural Gardens arc known all over Kathiawar. They
are considered to be the best in the province and are kept in excellent order. An agricultural
class was attached to them to enable agrarian youths to receive lessons, practical and theoreti­
cal, in the rural craft. Besides these, the State scholarships, schools, remissions of obnoxious
taxes, grants of important concessions and privileges to his people, etc., are some of the works
inaugurated by this intelligent young Chief.

His Highness marked his appreciation of his alma inater, the Rajkumar College, by
giving it a handsome donation for the purchase of books and bookcases. A similar grant was
given to the Bombay University for the collection of old Sanscrit manuscripts, and to the
Oxford Indian Institute Building funds as well as to some other institutions of public
importance.

These and other acts of the ruler give unmistakable signs of a very bright and glorious
future before him. As the vane shows the direction of the wind so does the past decade’s
career of this able and worthy young Chief bear ample testimony to his capacity to rule his
subjects right and well. It is no wonder that the State should advance in importance and
prosperity by leaps and bounds under such a careful and well-meaning guide. It will not be
amiss to note in this place that from the time of the British management to the present day the
State has spent the equivalent of about £1,000,000 in public works, general improvements and
railways. Besides the railways it possesses one hundred miles of metalled roads, which are
always kept in good repairs. The State owns nearly eighty schools, includiug Anglo-vernacular
and vernacular schools. Sanscrit Pathshalas, girls' schools, Urdu schools and night schools, all
maintained at an annual expenditure of 30,000 rupees. His Highness has spent Rs. 2,50,000 on
the education of boys and girls during the past ten years, against Rs. 1,30,000 spent during the
past ten years of his minority, and the tendency is still on the increase. His Highness has
recently founded in his capital a Girasia College, at a cost of about a lakh and a half of rupees,
for the benefit of the sons of petty landlords who are very backward in education. It is a
boarding institution on the model of a public school in England.

The State supports two large hospitals and four dispensaries, including the traveling one.
The medical department is under the direct supervision of His Highness, who takes consider­
able interest in its improvement by introducing many useful reforms and wholesome changes
in the internal arrangement and general management of all the medical institutions of the
State. His Highness has also recently created a new appointment of Health Officer, whose
duties, among other things, are to effect such measures of sanitary reform as would tend to
provide pure water, better drainage, proper conservieucy and an efficient mode of disposing of
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filth. This is considered to be an important step in advance. His Highness' State is the only
one in Kathiawar which regularly publishes its annual reports. The telegraph connects his
capital with the rest of the world. The State has a well-organized police, maintained at a
yearly cost of Rs. 1,40,000, as also post offices, courts of justice, municipalities and various
other institutions like those in the British territories.

His Highness exercises full civil and criminal jurisdiction over his subjects, who number
1,61,036 souls according to the last census. His Highness has just introduced n change in the
system of collecting land revenue in the State, for the time-honored system of recovering annual
State demands of land revenue in kind is substituted by the cash payment system, which seems
to be popular with the cultivating classes. Agricultural shows are held at fixed intervals and
industrial prospects of the country arc carefully improved.

The Chief is a man of studious habits and refined tastes. Everybody, high or low, can
gain access to him at any time. This kind of accessibility has rendered his highness popular
among those who have to come in contact with him. He is fortunate in so far that he has a
singularly gifted spouse in the person of Rani Shri Nandkunverba, daughter of the late
Maharana of Dharampore, whose biography appears in proximity to this.

His Highness was elected Honorary President of an important section by the Organizing
Committee of the Eighth International Congress of Hygiene and Demography in Budapest
He was also elected Vice-President of the Indian Medical Association.

His Highness has four sons and two daughters. The heir-apparent, named Bhojraj, is
fourteen years old and is studying at Eton.

Her Highness Nandkuverba, C. 1., Rani Saheb, Gondal.

Her Highness Nandkuverba, the accomplished spouse of His Highness the Thakore Saheb
of Gondal, is the second daughter of His Highness Narandevji, the late Maharana of Dharampur.
The Chiefs of Dharampur claim descent from Ram, King of Ayodhya, and belong to the Solar
race of the Rajputs. Their patronymic is Seesodia as, according to a legend, one of their
ancestors, who, through deception, was made to take a morsel of forbidden flesh, had to expiate
the enormity of the sin by swallowing a quantity of boiling lead (seesa). The original abode
of the Sun-born was Oude, but Lava, one of the two sons of Ram, conquered the Western
provinces and founded the city of Lavapur, now called Lahore, on the banks of the river Ravi.
His descendants migrated to Mewar, Gujrat and other parts of the country, and founded inde­
pendent dynasties there. In the twelfth century Ramsbah, an enterprising chief, laid the
foundation of the Dharampur Raj which he called Ramnagar after his own name. Amongthe
chiefs that followed, the most distinguished was Dharamdcvji, who established the city of
Dharampur in A. C. 1766, and made it the capital of his principality. He is the seventh
ancestor of the subject of our sketch.

Her Highness Nandkuverba was from her infancy considered a very promising princess,
aud her childhood was marked with thoughtfulness, intelligence and gentleness. She was
fondly loved by every member of her family, whose affection she was never slow to reciprocate.
At home her training was of an elementary character—not going beyond the three R’s, but this
went a great way in forming a solid ground-work of her future education. In 1882, at the age
of fifteen, she was led to the hymeneal altar by His Highness BhagvatSinhjee, Thakore Saheb of
Gondal. The marriage was celebrated with due pomp and ceremony. The chiefs of Gondal 

are Jadeja Rajputs, scions of the renowned Krishna, and belong to the Lunar race. It will
appear from these pedigrees that the match was quite unexceptionable.

From the moment she entered her husband’s house the chief care of Rani Nandkuverba
has been to please her lord and be agreeable to him in every way. She seems to have laid to
heart the noble maxim of Seeta, Ram’s devoted wife, who says:

•• A woman’s bliss is found, not in the smile
Of father, mother, friend, nor in herself;
Her husband is her only portion here,
Her heaven hereafter.”

Her devotion to her husband is a by-word in Gondal. Though brought up in a thoroughly
conservative atmosphere she felt not the least difficulty in assimilating her ideas with those of
the Thakore Saheb who holds radical views on social matters. In India, women of the better
classes seldom go abroad, and the ladies of a Rajput family are, as a rule, strictly secluded
But this courageous lady, with a view to acting in concert with the wishes and inclinations of
her beloved lord, set aside the time-honored prejudices, discarded the purdah, and moved about
unrestrainedly in his company. Those who are unacquainted with the manners and customs of
the Rajput ladies can hardly realize the courage and fortitude Her Highness has displayed in
thus going against the current of popular opinion. In a country where a king’s wife is some­
times described as one who never sees the sun, surely Rani Nandkuverba deserves praise for
defying the power of public criticism and exposing herself to the calumny of her people in
doing what she considers to be right and harmless. She is a woman of resolute determination,
and when once she is convinced that the step she has taken is not wrong or improper, she will
stick to it in spite of malevolent detractions and adverse opinions. Seclusion of the women
was not practiced in ancient India, and even at the present day it finds favor with a few com­
munities only. The custom has possibly come into vogue since the time of the Mabomedan
invasions of the country, and has been copied to some exteut from the Mussulmans, of whose
religious law it forms a part.

The moral courage the Rani has shown in social life is due chiefly to the education she
received under her husband’s roof. Her Highness is in the habit of spending her leisure hours in
reading wholesome literature, and has devoted much attention to the study of English. Her
acquaintance with the current vernacular literature is very creditable indeed. She is fond of
the Purans, which contain portions of historical and geographical knowledge of ancient India,
and the reading of moral episodes from the great epics—the Ramaycn and the Mahabharat—
has done much to broaden her views and to infuse into her mind thoughts and ideas which have
had an ennobling influence on her character. She has been a great helpmeet to her husband,
whose heart she has won by her matchless virtues and loving tenderness. One will hardly ever
fiud Her Highness unoccupied, and her influence on the Palace people is of the healthiest
Despite her exalted position, she has not neglected to study the science of household manage­
ment, in which all her highest feelings are called into exercise.

In the beginning of 1890 this Rani Saheb became dangerously ill and her life was
despaired of. Fortunately the disease took a favorable turn and she partially recovered, to the
joy of every oue who knew her. Her doctors strongly advised her to go on a long sea voyage,
and reside for a time in England under the best medical treatment available there. This was n
hard nut to crack, for she had never traveled beyond Kathiawar. She, however plucked up
courage and set sail with her husband on the twenty-first of March. She was the first of her
class and rank to proceed to England and stay there for over two years. During that period
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thanks to the skill of the Edinburgh doctors, her health considerably improved. His Highness
the Thakore Saheb, in replying to a congratulatory address from his subjects, pronounced the
Maharani’s recovery to be "one of the greatest triumphs of British Medicine.” When the
object that brought her to England was fully accomplished, she had reason to congratulate
herself on her enterprise in crossing the ocean, or the A’ala pani ns it is called in India. Her
joy was enhanced when, in 1892, Her Majesty the Queen was pleased to confer on her the
membership of the Order of the Crown of India, an honor which was highly appreciated by her
numerous friends and admirers. Her Highness has had several opportunities of seeing Her
Majesty, from whom she has always received much attention, and kindness.

On her return journey she took occasion, in company with her husband, to visit, besides
the Continent of Europe, America, Japan, China, Australia and Ceylon, and thus practically
made a tour round the world. This was the first example of a Rajput princess undertaking so
daring an enterprise. She is a shrewd observer of men and manners that come in her way,
and her notebook is always by her side. It is hoped that she may be induced to give to the
world the impressions formed upon her mind by the grand tour. A hearty welcome awaited
her in Gondal, when the people enthusiastically greeted Their Highnesses, who are perhaps the
most traveled couple in India.

Her Highness is a warm advocate of female education, and takes a keen interest in the
elevation of her sex. She now and then enlivens the speech-days at the State girls’ schools by
her thoughtful and practical remarks. On one occasion, while addressing the pupils of the
Gondal Girls’ School, Her Highness expressed herself to the following effect: ‘‘Girls, this is
the time for you to learn; you should make the best possible use of it. In ancient times, many
very learned ladies, such as Maitrcyee Gargee, Leela and others flourished in our country.
Keep their examples before your eyes. In the great philosophical controversy between Man-
danmishra and Shankara-Charaya, Leela—Mandanmishra’s wife—was appointed umpire, with
the consent of both the disputants. Her knowledge was so high that she was believed by the
people to be an incarnation of Sarasvati or the goddess of learning. The erudition of
Maitreyee and Gargee is well known. Their words of wisdom are read with reverence by great
pandits. Many other such instances can be cited from among our class. If their high
standard of proficiency is difficult to reach, you should at least know as much of reading,
writing, singing, keeping accounts, sewing, knitting, cooking, and other domestic work, as is
essential to your worldly requirements. Virtue and morality are equally essential—perhaps
more so. For it is better to be moral and virtuous without learning than to become learned
and be addicted to questionable habits. Where learning and virtue are found together, it is as
good as ‘gold with fragrance.’ Therefore bear this in mind, and zealously devote yourselves to
study.”

On another occasion she thus impressed her own idea of education upon her female
hearers: “ Education is a great ornament to our class. It is a more valuable and beautiful
possession than jewels and rich clothing. Therefore it is necessary that you should make good
use of whatever opportunities you have before you for studying. This alone is the best way of
becoming happy in life. Men and women may be variously mismated, some in age, some in
disposition, but those who are mismated in education-are the worst mated of all, and are more
unhappy than any of the others. Where the mother is educated, there the children are better
trained.”

Education of women on western models is, however, a new experiment in India, where
the people are conservative to the core. Every innovation is looked upon by them with
suspicion. It is therefore all the more difficult to popularize female education m Native States,
which are the strongholds of orthodoxy. These difficulties were well anticipated by Her
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Highness in a neat speech recently delivered at the Female Training College at Rajkot, and it
will not be out of place to give an extract from it here: “ It is not easy to keep an institution
like this in a flourishing condition, as the education of grown-up women is looked upon as an
innovation in our country. I should not be surprised if the people of the old school came to look
upon this new undertaking with anything but satisfaction. It rests, however, with the present
students to prove that education is an ornaineut, edifying and not debasing, ami that age does
not, at any rate, detract from its merits. Many of you, my young friends, are desirous of taking
up work as teachers, and I wish you every success in your undertaking. But your self-imposed
task is by no means an easy one. To learn and to teach arc two different things. But then to
teach is to learn in another form, and knowledge acquired is not perfected unless it is imparted
to others. You must remember that the provinces of males and females are quite distinct, and
consequently the ways of educating the two must necessarily differ. There may be some points
in common. But the most important part of our education lies in creating good obedient
wives, devoted to their husbands in both prosperity and adversity. The good wives will prove
good mothers, and will be impressed with the duty of bringing up their children carefully. In
cases of ordinary sickness mothers should know what simple remedies to use. Neatness also
forms a part of female education. In this as well as in other civilized countries a clean and tidy
house reflects no small credit on the housewife. You should also be free from dependence on
servants in household matters, whether they be cooking, or mending clothes, or fetching
water, etc. All must admit that the introduction of water-pipes in cities like Rajkot is a great
blessing; at the same time it is a matter for regret that the pleasant sight of healthy robust
women returning from the rivers or wells with their water-pots is fast disappearing. Attention
to household matters tends not only to the saving of money, but also gives excellent physical
exercise to the women of this.country. I do not advocate females neglecting the duties in their
proper sphere, and, for want of such exercise, taking to manly sports, as is done in some of the
countries of Europe. When you finish your course here, do not think you have learnt all you
should. Your education here prepares you for the higher education in the great School of
Life. Let me advise you with all my heart to keep before your mental eye the lives of our
virtuous and accomplished ladies of past and present times.”

In 1895, Her Highness again accompanied her husband to England with a view to install
the heir-apparent of the State at Eton. This young prince has a very promising career before
him. The Maharani was present at Moscow to witness the Coronation of the present Czar and
cheerfully took part in all the social functions with her husband. Her graceful figure did not
fail to attract notice in London at the time of the recent Diamond Jubilee. She is, in short, a
model Rajput princess, always ready to share her joys and sorrows with her beloved lord. She
has a quick and clear understanding, with a strong natural sense of the fitness of things.
Though free from superstitions, she is exceedingly pious. Her extensive travels in foreign
countries have not in the least shaken her faith in Hinduism. She distributes a large sum
annually among the poor and assists the afflicted in all possible ways.
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Sir Sher Mahomed Khanji, K. C. 1. E., Chief of Palanpur.

The subject of this sketch, Sir Sher Mahomed Khanji, K. C. I. E., the present ruler of
Palanpur, belongs to the tribe of the Lohanee Pathans of Afghanistan. His ancestors held highly
responsible state offices in Debar, under the Taglak dynasty of Delhi. For some reason or
other, Khoramkhanji, the founder of the kingdom, emigrated from Debar into Marwad, with
numerous followers. That province al the time was under the domination of Vesaldev, a
Rajput chief, the city of Jalore being the capital of the kingdom. Shortly after Khoramkhanji
had settled there, Visaldev fell a victim to the treachery of the rival monarch of Jodhpur, and
this unhappy event gave rise to ruinous discussions among the remaining members of Visaldev s
family, and thus carved out for Khoramkhanji an easy way to the throne of Marwad. His high
administrative capacity enabled him without bloodshed to confirm himself in his newly acquired
power, and, on his death, which occurred soon after his installation, to leave thegadi to his
son Yusufkhanji. These events appear to have occurred ill the middle of the fifteenth century
of the Christian era, and thus what is authentic of the history of the kingdom of Palanpur
may be taken as having occurred since—covering altogether a period of about four and a half
centuries. The boundaries of the kingdom seem to have changed from lime to time, as a
result, no doubt, of a keen conflict of interests due to the whole of India having been par­
titioned into provinces, ruled by independent rival monarchs, all of them powerful and
ambitious. No event of any historic importance seems to have occurred within the limits of the
kingdom, other than the transferor the seat of government from Jalore to Palanpur at the
end of the seventeenth century.

Sir Sher Mahomed Khanji is the twenty-eighth in descent from Khoramkhanji, the
founder. He was a minor when his predecessor died, and the government of the State was
accordingly conducted in his name by a regent, until 1S77, when, having come of age, he took
the reins of power into his own hands. From the numerous and costly works of wholesome
reform interspersed throughout bis domains, he may be reckoned amongst the most en lightened
of the Native princes of India. He isdevotedly attached to the Dritish Government—an attach­
ment, by the bye, which seems to have been a legacy from his predecessors, who arc recorded to
have clung to the Dritish power both at the time of the Indian Mutiny and in similar critical
situations. He is, moreover, of a very liberal and philanthropic disposition, and many
charitable institutions in the kingdom owe their existence to his regal munificence. Apart
from the readiness with which he has always come forward to further railway extension by
princely donations, in the shape of grants of either land or money, the zeal with which be has
throughout his whole career tried to promote the interests of agriculture in his dominions,
ameliorate the lot of the peasantry, render arable vast wastes of unproductive lands, dessemi-
nate the blessings of education, encourage technical arts, and last but not least, to alleviate
human suffering ami misery by means of hospitals, dispensaries, vaccination establishments,
and fire-brigade stations, plainly bespeaks him to be a model chief, fully in touch with the
institutions ami traditions of the West Rut. above all, his name will ever be lovingly associated
by his subjects with two reforms in particular, viz.: The abolition of toll-exaction from foot
passenger-, and the abolition of the compulsory rendering of services to the sovereign,-a system
which has in all age, been used as an instrument to swell the pride and luxury of the despot,
ami which, being founded in utter injustice and heartlessness, constitutes even the immortal
■■’.ruclures of Egypt mule reproaches upon the memory of its tyrant rulers.

Hi. Highnes, Sher Mahomed Khanji was ere.Hl a Knight Commander of the Eminent
Order of Hie Indi m Empire by Her Majesty the On., n-Empre-s in 1S93.
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Maharana Sir Jasvalsingji, K. C. I. E. was bom on the twentv-thir.I of Mae, ,SS9
His Highness is a typical Rajput with a fine physique. Hi, countenance betokens high
breeding, a mild and amiable disposition combined with firmness and virtue. In January,
1S62, a mournful event took place in the premature death of Thakore Saheb Fatesingji, the
father of the present Thakore Saheb. The young prince was, at that lime, only three years
old. The British Government assumed the temporary administration in 1S67, and appointed
an English officer as superintendent for the better government of the Stale, during tile prince's
minority. The Thakore Saheb, when old enough, received tuition in the palace in a class
composed of some half a dozen boys. The young Maharaja joined the Rajkumar College in
February, 1871, where he reached the seventh standard in English, in addition to acquiring
a fair knowledge of Sanskrit, Urdu and Persian. His close application to study and his high
mental powers not only secured him a seat in the first class, but he was able to attain the first
position in the highest class before his college career ended. His affable manners and
courteous demeanor won golden opinions from the principal of the college and the British
political officers of the day. He was the recipient of many prizes for good conduct, general
progress and for physical culture.

The Governor of Bombay, in the administration report for the year 1873-74, was pleased
to record that “The young Thakore is the most promising of the princes of the Rajkumar
College. He is at the head of the first class, and, if he continues his studies after his marriage,
it is hoped that he may be able to pass the matriculation examination. ” During the Thakore
Saheb’s minority he was betrothed, according to the hereditary custom of the Rajputs to
Princess Mongheeba, of Bela, and Princess Majirajba, of Roha, and when he married, on the
twelfth of May, 1874, the celebration was of a magnificent character. He subsequently
married Princess Devkoonverba, of Raj-Pipla, in March, 1879. ami Princess Bai Rajhi, of
Utelia, nud on both of these occasions money was lavishly spent, both in hospitality ami
charity. The Thakore Saheb has bad the honor to visit their Royal Highnesses the Prince of
Wales and the Duke of Connaught, ns well as the Earls of Northbrook and DulTerin, the
Marquis of Ripon and the Marquis of Lansdowne, and these distinguished personages were
highly pleased with his uncommon abilities and his intimate knowledge of English. His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales was further pleased to present the Thakore Saheb with a silver
medal, as a special mark of his appreciation, and to remark nt the termination of the visit
that "he would not forget the young Maharaja.” His Highness sailed from Bombay .»
April, .876, in company with Mr. MncNaughlen, the principal of the Rnjkumar College.
Very few princes at this time had ventured to cross the ocean and the Thakore Sahe > was
the first Kathiawar chief to visit England. Mr. MacNaughten had the honor of tntroduung
bis pupil to It I. M. the Empress of Germany, Lord and Lady Sal.sb.ry and rmmy member
of ^English aristocracy. " X- "^i^

the Mint the British Museum, bu ram - . .M^Ld the university of Cambridge.

and m.lustnalaa.vrty. Scotla„d a„d the Me of Skye. On his return from
S->f <“•* - ........ ..... "ho,u ,,e an

insight in the intricacies of law and made him Jf familiar with the j...-■ ...... .
court Finding him competent to control the affairs ot Stale. Gove rm :■
young Maharaja, at first with limited powers, ami .uh-vquemh : k •. ■
the State. At this time he had not attained his majority. IL vn’.u <■’. •; .. ...
knowledge in the Revenue, Judicial. Municipal and Public V.<<ri; L . :
their affairs at the tender age of eighth vn with extreme ability. TI.l Ti 7. > • >.-.
his intimacy with the most difficult problems that ari-c 1 »tv.•_ u tr.e iuL-r .-.m,
his ability to express hi views in polished English, altr.. .. .1 the .a • i. . : •
Sir Janus Ftrgusson, who offered him a -eat m the Local I .t w Co mH r. th?
highly complimentary terms;

June.
“My Dear Friend: A vacancy occurs in the Lvgid itivc C n:rcil ■ i 1-.. •

the 17th instant It lias occurred to me that po.vil.iy a may n t ’ e .m.- <
seat The ordinary tenure is two years. The motive in «.tiering it to
your abilities, acquirements and administration. ..nd my desire to mark that in . •
manner. Il would also be personally agreeable to me to 1 the . .1. ■ . , ted •.'.ill; ■ . 7 . .
meetings of the Legislative Council are not frequent, and it i> my habit to ■-•.•..d.. 1 .
possible, the convenience of the honorable members in fixing them. I !:■ r .. the  /
you may find it convenient to accept the appointment

“Your sincere friurd.
“(Sd. j.viti m I\,k:.v-;ux. ••

The Maharaja accepted the offer and performed hi. dutk . ft.- tw.i 1..
dars anti Matidars bills were introduced in the Council during hi . tenure 01 t .
referred to a Select Committee, of which the Thakore Sahtb v 1 .7 II. •
that the measures under consideration encroached upon the lo::-,-cber:d:..*. rights..
ileges of the Matadors and Watandars, who had rendered valuable ;<.r. it.i .. . C .. .
ernments, and so he dissented from his European colleagues in .'cveral i - . .•. h
the proposed measures. In a separate report he :-ugrv ted certain m. r.i;;. . . .. a d • . , ’
ments. Before the proposed me’asures could be diof the Council w. >
when it reassembled his term of office had expired, and he \ ... not able .
the subsequent debates on these bills.

His Excellency Lord Reay, appreciated the Maharaj.-.’ • brill’ . <
seen from the following letter of his Lordship’s at the termiuntien i■; !:•> c . ..
of the Council:

“My Dear Friend : Now that your term of office in the Leg: 1 ive C.
I write to say how sorry I am. Government will I e »ieprivf.d in the i .'. .■ • . «<i
and I must be permitted to add that, in you Kathiav.ad had ’. r.iv .
The difficulty of making appointments to the Legislative Council b. wry : ' -...
not consider it an idle compliment when 1 say that it c.ra i/.j j
claims, which I cannot overlook, du nut mable me- t<» ;.i\- th: • ?.. '. . ..
of your services in a jMisition so worthily filled by you. I need m . .' .'
give me tin* grvalc-t pie., utv to bear your opinion on .my in.\.b...h ... <■
of the Presidency or of Kathiawad. 1 remain, di..; Tl.. ’..

“Your >i net re friend
“ Sd RUAV

“G.itKsh Khiud, June 21. 1886.“
(J5)



His Highness Maharana Siiree Sir Jasvatsingji, K. C. I. E., Tiiakori! or Limbdi.



His Highcss being asked how he cnjo
. i • • This countrv is one uf the most remarkable in

his sojourn in the New World, rephed. Hus 

vatsiugji is a young .nan of about twenty.eight years of age. and in hi, appearance
o „t.live of the land •where the East with richest hand showers

and bearing is a fine repress. »
on her kings barbanc pearl an. ‘ # „f tllc 1.;„Rli,1,, wilh no
tions shows him to be remark. . . . .. . _ i.... » ...i...... i?..<.i;^i.
hampering accent that getter.
not the mother tongue.

Two successive governors of Pon.bay have thus borne  to rl.e Maharajas
ad nnnstrative ab.ht.es ns a member of the Bombay Legislative Council.’ It is not unreason.
ably hoped that he may be invited some day to accept ..seat in the Supreme Legislative
Council and give the benefit of his ability to the Viceroy in Council. On the occasion of
the visit of Lord Rcay to Lllllb.ll, His Lordship, in response to the cordial welcome accorded
to him in the reception room of the- Durbar Hall, announced his deep regret at the tormina-
lion ot His Highness’ tenure of office as a member of Council and said that he could not turn
to anyone for belter advice than the Maharaja on questions of land tenure, railways or the
abolition of transit duties. Some extracts are here given from the speech delivered by His
Lordship on this occasion:

I was well aware that among the States of Kathiawad this was one which was admin*
istcred with sagacity and shrewdness, and it was a ven- fortunate thing for me when I came
to Bombay, without any knowledge of the Chiefs of Kathiawad, that you, Thakore Saheb,
were the one I had the pleasure of being thrown into frequent intercourse with, and I must
say that I regret deeply that the link which united us in the Legislative Council had to be
severed. I know that I cannot turn to anyone for better advice, when I want it, than yours,
in matters relating to the great province, on every occasion, when I had to settle questions
of land tenure, or of railways or that important question of the abolition of transit duties
have always found that your opinion was worth having, and it was given with that straight­
forwardness and shrewdness which characterize your words and writings. Mr. Peilc, your
friend, when I came to this presidency, spoke to me of you as being, in this province,
one of the leading chiefs. His opinion has been quite confirmed by my personal
experience. ”

The Thakore Saheb took part in the celebration of the Jubilee of Her Majesty the
Queen-Empress in 1887, forming one of the deputation of three chiefs sent by all the
Kathiawar Chiefs to convey to Her Majesty their expressions of loyalty and to present many
princely gifts. Her Majesty was pleased to grant the Maharaja the honor of an audience, in
which she kindly enquired after the welfare of the Indian subjects generally, and Kathiawad
people particularly, and asked many other questions to winch the Maharaja replied with his
usual modesty and characteristic ability. Her Majesty was graciously pleased to bestow. «.th
her own baud, upon the Maharaja, the decoration of K. C. I. E.. in addition to an auto-
graph photo, of herself. The Maharaja proceeded to Scotland and also to Ireland, ami sub-
sequently he went to the United States of America ami visited the prominent e.tusof that
country. President Cleveland warmly greeted the Maharaja at the While louse ... Wash­
ington. He paid visits to New York. Boston. Chicago ami Magara. am ex euffisd his tour
as far as San Francisco. The AVrr Yart Herald gave an account of His H.ghness as

follow

world in point of material development; I may say, the t:.<- t remark .'.le <>f anv
progress is astounding. Commercial activity -vtms to Limp everv citv, .1
expansion seems l«» mark even town. Difficulties, however gnat tn tl:.- .. .
progress, ±ttm to vanish before the light of a knowledge that : 11..all r...
before a persistent spirit whose purjx.se knows no check. Front one . m to < .1
genius of the New World predominates every Heart.” Un I. in ; funk :■ . ’ . .
the republican form ut government was suitable to the condtli-n of the 1 ■ ■■ . U r
States, he added: “The republican form of government suit-. the c< untrv
suit us. Every country will haw whatever form of government uiit-, r. 1 .
appears that a republican form of government will b-.-t answer m Limbdi.
Limbdi will have a republic.” On hi? return home from hi . : v
enthusiasm prevailed among his subjects who presented him with .aid:; . v. •
and were greatly delighted to haw him amongst them once mure

The Maharaja is a liberal supporter and staunch advocate of cduc it11 : .
founded exhibitions in the local English school and awarded tckoLn.-hii . for d. > .
poor youths. His Highness has maintained and helped in England • ••;:. efi . :'i..■
Bhaiyat subjects, one of whom obtained a medical degree, while two are stmh:: fc; • :
The Thakore Saheb is firmly convinced that before the rcgvm ration of Ir.dt x cun : .
women must lx? educated, consequently he lends ex cry aw-Uncv to this o! i-.-ct. au I <. •. . -
millions will one day bless his memory for his work in th:; cunn.vi: on. Wxlh . .
promote irrigation he has constructed canals ami embankments and t • amelmr ttc tl: • c
of the agricultural classes he has wisely introduced in the State xi!I ;he ‘
(cash payments) instead of jiaymentsin kind. Limbdi 1 a general c c
of twenty-four members, who control and supcrvve municipal .i.h-ain: . . ..
patronage of His Highne-s. He understands well the Brij-r.h.vha iu which cnr.r.vn'. r. . . :::i
authors have composed epic ami tragic verses of a pathetic character. Sir J a ’
steadfast votary of the god Shiva, though he equally rwi re . the other H::id< <:im;.... . .
a well read man in the Hindoo scriptures. He engage . hir’-./.f in divine :.. ice. vl
religious duties prescribed by the Shastras. The purity of hi? life has ch... for . i L . • ..
of the •*Great Januk,” who was an ornament in bxgonv age • and was < s: ... ' • it’: : ..
wisdom. Upon the authority of the Vcdanl I’liil.i iq.hv the M ih :r j . ■ > ll . ' • . - •
divert the Nile, drink the Pacific ttevan dry, in t can fn-m their 1.: th-? I?.::: ’’ -
tains and swallow fire . but more difficult than nil tin > j ■ to c< ntr.?’ th. : •. .1.
no liberation is jxjssible. He further thinks all d-.sire is i ram .-, <'. z...
is liberation, and this lilx-ration i- brought alxout only I . c.. in tn th •; i .'
bondage, owing t>» the thought, ‘ ‘I am not Brahma ’ bit r. ■..■.!:• .i . ’
conviction ‘ I am Drahm 1.' '

The Mahaiaj 1 i. ent ilk d to a salute ol mm . ...!<'•■
jurisdiction over his tt-rritoriiFront a j. rt; al of ::. .. a> : it • <1 : . i
sto<ul that the Thakore Saheb of Lind di is ugirdul v.ita f.v a • :
not only by the p. «>f his own State, but al hv ■ •. v. ■ ... .. .
one v! the wi-c-t. mt- I culture 1 and humane ru’.. ■ • ••! . '• 1’. ' :.. •
liulia to guide the |\ojne toward that fulfil .nd b< It, r h: i.i.i -. ;
<KC ision of the Diamond Ttd’ifie of Her M ij.s'.v th.-O ... . !•?. ’ - i i;
gic ilv pfi a-td to j-rx wnt thi Thakarv S ihvb v.ilh a g.»hl < ’> in 1 f.i.r <
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His Highness Maharana Suri Balsingji, Thakore Saiieb 01 Wadhwas.



His Highness Maharana Shri Balsingji. Thakore Saheb of Wadhwan.

eiohU^ui !T‘ °- "’ad'1Wa” “ S'al,a Ra”a Shri Msiu«i- ‘bt: -inlh in •><=««■»■ ’“■<>

S IT , ““ of the founder of the ruling house of Wadhwan
in .630. He was born >n iS65. and is the second son of Chandiasingji and grandson of
Rajas.ngp. He was educated at Ute Rajkuntar College at Rajkote, with his elder brother,
Dajt Raj Saheb. He studied at the college from 1873 to 188.. Whilst at the college he
figured with credit both in Ute classroom and on the playground. He was always the leader
of Ins fellow-students nnd was much liked by his principal and the masters. His principal
entertained such a high opinion of his abilities and assiduity that he singled hipi out as one of
the first candidates to be sent to England to complete his education. But his elder brother,
who was then Thakore Saheb, objected, and the idea was abandoned. Balsingji, while at
college was an excellent cricketer, and he also distinguished himself in all other manly sports,
whether on foot or on horseback. After leaving college, in 1881, he was entrusted, by his
brother, with different offices in the State. Associated with the head of the revenue depart­
ment and with the head of the police, as superintendent of the State police and of the State
gaol, he discharged all these functions efficiently and earned well deserved encomiums both
from his brother and the general public. During the latter part of his brother’s rule the
present Thakore Saheb was implicitly trusted by him and, to give the young prince a greater
and wider experience, they went to England and the Continent together, where they stayed
for about eight months. Daji Raj Saheb died in May, 18S5, leaving no male issue, and,
having adopted no heir, he was succeeded by the present Thakore Saheb. For about six
months Balsingji was associated with Mr. Ganpatrao Narayen Laud in the administration of
the State, but on the twentieth of November, 18S5, he was invested with full powers by the
then acting political agent, Lieutenant-Colonel Nutt Immediately on taking up the reins
of government the Thakore Saheb devoted himself to the promotion of the prosperity and
happiness of the thousands committed to his care. The Daji Raj School was opened in 1888,
and is now in a flourishing condition, with 275 boys on its roll. The school has an efficient
staff of teachers, three of whom are graduates of the Bombay University. The annual
expenditure of this school amounts to nearly 8000 rupees. The Daji Raj waterworks have
also been opened and the people are supplied, at their own doors, with water, on payment of
a nominal charge of eight annas a month. A spacious and handsome building for a girls'
school in Wadhwan citv, and a supply market for the Wadhwan Civil Station have also been
constructed The Thakore Saheb has wisely postponed the opening of a technical mstnute
until the education of his people is further advanced. The revenue branch of the State has
also engaged the attention of the Thakore Saheb. Several taxes hitherto paid by the cult.-
vators who have always been the object of his special core and attention, have been remitted.
Deeply impressed with the improvident nature of most of the cultivator class he opened a
modified State Agricultural Bank to aave the poor and ignorant mm the dutches o he
grasping Banin usurer. This produced excellent results and now there are sen few cuR-
valors who are in want of pecuniary assistance. Thus, with the r—no taxes the
facilities afforded to borrow on easy terms and the care taken by the Thakore Saheb to warn
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L i• : lire present rule the annual expenses of a permanent character have
. . ; • . rupee.-. and thu.-e of a temporary character by from 15,000 rupees to
... r . ... Th- Daji Raj High School establishment charge,, expenditure on account

. .. . siholarbhips fur poor Girasias; tire revenue survey establishment;
... ch. • and charges for the education of the princess; are all necessary, but

; c f expenditure, which had not to be met in the late Thnkore’s time. To meet
• ( < demand of his mercantile and agricultural subjects the Thakore Saheb

; 2 cnd nearly 100,000 rupees in the erection of a cotton ginning factory and a
. ,'.c I mainly for the use of the cultivators visiting Wadhwan on business.

y ail these items of expenditure it is a matter of no small congratulation that
. it’OH of the State is, at present, highly satisfactory, and though charges of

. • ■ „• Lruught against other native princes of India, none can be made against
the Th kora Saireb of Wadhwan. Improvements have been made by the Thakore Saheb in

judicial administration of the State. The greatest of these has been the application of
British _ to the courts of the State. Another improvement effected is the exercise
c : the pov. of the Huzur Court. When the present Thakore Saheb ascended the Gadi some
criminal .1. ‘ -.r. ..r. l se^ions ca- cs were decitied in the Huzur Court, and civil matters were
•..•tai’.On the face of it, this procedure was highly objectionable, inasmuch as it left
pc: d by the decision of the original court without a chance of appealing against
u_l: dccLdcu. The application of the spirit of the British India acts must necessarily bring

cdementa of reic ml in its wake. The real merit of reform is to ensure honesty and efficiency.
Tile guiding principal of the Thakore SahebS reign has been reform, not revolution.
Improvements have also been made in the municipal administration of the State. After
tn iking regarding the aptitude and capabilities of the people in the city itself, the
Tii . S dud) found that they could not yet be trusted with the duties and responsibilities
■ 1 local .jvernment. In order, therefore, to train his subjects in such matters he
decided t j conduct the municipal business by means of a committee. The members of this

mmiltac ... Jc. .. d by the Durlur from the various communities in the city from social
circle —‘ idedover by the Thakore Saheb. A sub-committee was appointed, to conduct

c: li: r. tv. i::. ... which was presided over by the Chief Karbhari of the State as vice-
r 7 : Th: > order of thing ; continued for four years, when the Thakore Saheb thought
d - - d:_- 7 having had experience in the management of municipal affairs, some

• • • .i.l I . le br.-.ard local self-government as a tentative measure. A committee
1 to draft rules on the line-, of the District Municipal Act of 1884.

?•< ar.4, it v.. , disem .;•! before the general committee and passed in the
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■1 . ■ i-u ; . ip.t. 1 (lire- nndtr British rule, with the exception that, while in zilla

1 c iipor.'.lion and the district boards are elected by the people, they
..... - I by t’a- Durbar. But further than the appointment of the general
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■ *-h’• ri .hl on the people i. unique, not only in Kalhiawad, but

- ■ • : live India for though there are num it ipalitic - in almost all the
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-i ire kept clean and well lighteil. Thule are . \oral tine public
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public There ..re the Daji R..j High School; the Doji Raj Waterworks; the tlharatnsala; the
La.lv Re..v Girls- School; the Guest House, and the Cotto.. Ginning and Pressing Factory.
A line palace is also in course of construction and is well nigh finished. There are about
twenty schools in the Wadhwan State, among which are the Daji Raj High School; the
Girls' School at Wadhwan and Nagnesh, ami an Anglo-Vernacular School at the last named
town. The management of these schools was entrusted to Hie Educational Department of the
Bombay Presidency till 1893, when this branch of the administration was also taken over by
the Thakore Saheb. When taking over the control of the schools the Thakore Saheb saw
that the junior assistants of tile primary schools were poorly paid and inefficient. He there­
fore remodeled tile scale of salaries, and the department is now in a healthy state of
progress. The expenditure on this account is 20,000 rupees annually, all of winch is paid by
the State. The Thakore Saheb has not been neglectful of the needs of his fellow Rajputs,
as lie has founded four scholarships, each of 250 rupees a year to be awarded to the students
of the Thala Rajput race studying in the Talukdari Gerasia schools. He is fl great advocate
of female education, and, believing that example is better than precept, he has engaged the
services of an English lady, at an annual expense of gooo rupees, to educate his own daughter.
The rulers of Wadhwan have always been friendly and loyal to tile British Government, and
have assisted the agencies in adopting measures for a better administration of the State.

The present Thakore Salieb's grandfather allotted a piece of land to the British Gov­
ernment, near Wadhwan, for establishing a civil station oil certain conditions, the chief of
which was that he reserved his right of levying Df.n on goods leaving the civil station. Tile
present Thakore Saheb has a kind and amiable disposition. As a ruler he is liberal,
generous, accessible to rich or poor alike. He gives a ready ear to all complaints, but never
relies on ex parte statements. He is very fond of sports: hunting, cricket, tennis, etc., but,
though be likes recreation, he never fails in his duty of managing the affairs of the State
himself and keeping himself informed about every detail of the administration. Though
ever ready to listen to the advice of the agency, he is very rightly ever mindful of his rights
and privileges.

In conclusion, we doubt not but that the future historian of “India Under the
English" will accord to Hie present Thakore Saheb his proper place in the list of those who
in their day and generation, did all that lay in their power to ameliorate the condition of
the people of India, and we wish him a long, happy and prosperous reign
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Sheikh Shree Mahmad Hussein Mian, Chief of Mangrol.

Mangrol, which is situated on the southwest corner of Kathiawar, is one of the most
ancient cities of Saurashtra. It was described by Ptolemy, the Greek traveler, in the year
176 B. C.» as a town possessing a very excellent harbor. It was ruled by Rajput chiefs, who
were Gohils, Vaghelas, and others, until 1376 A. D., when it was taken by the Moguls, who
held it until 1737. At that time the principality was governed by Thandars, nominated or
appointed by the Mogul emperors of Delhi. At the end of the Seventeenth Century, the
triumvirate, viz., the Sheiks, the Saiyads and Maleks became very powerful in the city, so
much so that they drove out the Mogul Thana and seized the reins of government In
1739 the triumvirate voluntarily admitted a Mahratha Thana into the town and entrusted it
with the government This continued for ten years. In 1747 Sheikh Mian (the ancestor
of the present Sheikh Suh eb) who was most powerful, subdued his two rival claimants and
assumed the sole government This gallant Sheikh Mian made many conquests and added
greatly to his possessions. He invaded and captured Naribunder, a port under Porbunder,
and released it on the condition that the Rana should pay all expenses incurred in the fight,
together with an annual sum as J anima, an exactment that Mangrol still receives.

Sheikh Hussein Mian Saheb, the present ruler, is the fifth in descent from Sheikh Mian I.
He was bom on the twenty-sixth of May, 1858. Haring received a primary education in Arabic
and Persian at home, he, with his younger brother, Sheikh Jehangir Mian Saheb, joined the
Rzjkumar College al Rajkote in 1872, where he studied for some seven or eight years, until

when he was called upon to assume serious responsibilities on account of the premature
death of his father, Sheikh Mahmad Badruddin alias Bapu-Mian Slheb. During his college
career he was one of the favorite pupils of Mr. Chester Mocnaughteu, the late principal.

On mounting the gadi the Sheikh Saheb, who takes a keen interest in the cause of
education, opened many primary institutions in his principality, and bestowed several scholar­
ships on the sons of his own subjects, and also on those of others, in order to enable them to
prosecute their studies in the higher crunches of education. He lias traveled over nearly the
whole of India He has introduced many administrative reforms in his territory, notwith­
standing the fact that the State has had to undergo heavy expenses in fighting political cases.
These cases included the rail for the separation of joint villages, and other disputes of a like
vital nature, as well as the case for the recovery of Jtimma from Porbunder. The State has a
snug jail, a fine commodious guest-house and a good harlxir. It also boasts of many ancient
buildings, such as the Jamma and Rauli Mosques, etc.

The Chief of Mangrol is a man of strong commonsense and understanding. He personally
attends to the administration of the affinrsof the State, and has the welfare and prosperity of his
ra* jrcla ever in mind. All those who come in contact with him are bound to admire him for
hi* amiubilr.s and gentle manners. The Sheikh Saheb lately took as his second wife the eldest 

daughter of His Highness the Nawab Saheb of Luhdril, who was knighted by Her Most Gracious
Majesty the Queen-Empress of India on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, and who is also

a member of the Viceregal Legislative Council.
The town of Mangrol is famous in this part of the Peninsula for its rich gardens and

its abundance of fruits and vegetables of the best kind. It is also noted for its workmanship
in ivory and sandalwood. The inhabitants of the place are most enterprising. They go, for
trading purposes, to Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi and Aden, and even Zanzibar, Natal and other
distant places. Mangrol, though situated between the rival ports of Verawal and Porbunder,
has preserved its position on account of the liberal and encouraging support given by the Sheikh
Saheb to merchants and traders. The town is celebrated for its salubrious climate, and many
European and Native gentlemen pass the hot season there, partaking meantime of the hospi­
tality of the Sheikh Saheb.

Prince Jehangir Mian Saheb.

Prince Jehangir Mian Saheb, the younger brother of Sheikh Shree Mahmad Hussein
Mian, was born on the twelfth of November, i860. He also received a liberal education in
the Rajkumar College. The Bombay Govemmentadmittcd him into the statutory civil service,
and gave him a start by appointing him an assistant collector of the Ahmedabad Zilla. Unfortu-
tiately the climate of Ahmedabad did not agree with him, so he had to resign this appointment
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Kumar Saheb Shri Samatsingji Soursingji Bahadur of Palitana State, Kathiawar.

Tire pnnee was born nt Palitana on the fourteenth .lay of Bhadarwa Shu.l Samvat, 19:1,
corresponding with fourth September, 1S65. in the Christian era. He belongs to Uie Gohel
clan of Rajputs and is a son of His Highness the late Thakore Saheb Soopingji Purtab Singji
whose favorite son he was. Prince Sainalsingji received his education from private tutors.

In 1879 the prince married a lady of the Morel House belonging to the Jadeja clan of Raj­
puts and the following year a son was bom. Thu child died on the seventeenth of January, 1882.

The prince had the misfortune to lose his mother, who was a daughter of Davaji, Chief of
Lakadia, when he was only one year old and was brought up by his stepmother, who was his
aunt also as the custom of marriage with a deceased wife’s sister prevails amongst the Rajputs.
On the twenty-fourth of May, 1884, a second son was Irani, at Palitana, and this tray is, at present,
heir to the prince’s property and is also heir presumptive to the Palitana Gadi. for the present,
Thakore Sahib, Mansingbi, the elder brother of the prince, has no children, and has failed in his
repeated applications to be allowed to adopt an heir, the British Government wisely ruling that,
where there are members of a family in a direct line of succession living, one of whom is the
heir, there is no necessity for an adoption to be made.

The prince’s wife died at Palitana on the ninth of November, 1SS4. In 1885, tile prince,
who is a strict monogamist (differing in this respect from almost all his brother Kathiawar
princes) married .a sister of his deceased wife. The present Ranee was the first Rajput lady.
to learn English, she having an English governess for some years. His Highness the late Thakore
Sahib, Soorsingji Partasingji, died at Poona on the twenty-fourth of November, 1885, mourned
and regretted by all classes of society in Western Indio, especially by his Palitana subjects.

The late Thakore Sahib, during his lifetime, granted ill giras appanage, certain villages
with valuable mangoc gardens to Prince Samatsingji, and also bestowed upon him large sums
of money amounting in the aggregate to many lacs of rupees and this money had liven
removed from the palace to Prince Samalsingji’s own residence, he having left his father's house
and taken up his residence in u house of his own.

On the death of the late Thakore Sahib one of those unhappy differences, over financial
matters, which often arise and divide families, occurred but was subsequently settled by means
of a special commission appointed by the British Government. After the death of his father, the
prince went to reside at Pachhgam which lie owned, but in Marell, 18S6, lie determined to reside
in Bombay, and his bungalow on Cumballn Hill is one of the finest in a city of fine bungalows.

On the first of July. 18S7, a third son, Joravarsingji. was born to the prince but only lived
for a few months. To commemorate the visit to Kathiawar of T. R. It. the Duke and Duchess
of Connaught, who were the first members of the English Royal Family who visited the
Province, the prince gave the sum of Rupees 2000 for the purpose of procuring portraits of
the Duke and Duchess to be placed in the Rajkumar College, Rajkole. This has been done
and the pictures are admitted to be excellent.

A daughter was born in Bombay, April 1, 1890, and was named Kunvri Shri Maji Rajlu.
Prince Samatsingji has visited almost all the holy and'historic cities of India, and has toured ru
Kathiawar, Gujerat, the Deccan, Rajpntana, Central Provinces, North West Provinces and Oudh.
Bengal, tile Punjab, and Konkan.

The prince is a typical Rajput of commanding person and physique. He is a capital
rider and whip, and is fond of all out-door sports, more especially of foollull and polo, and is air
excellent billiard and chess player; an expert pigsticker, ami has had special training in cavalry
and artillery drill. He abstains, as benefits a high caste Rajput, from wines, spirits and opium.
The prince is best known as one of those native chiefs who endeavor to uphold the reputation for
regal hospitality which used to characterixe the native rulers of India. We believe that there u, 

exists in India some societies, or other organizations, fur bringing European and native society
people together, but we arc unable to say what measure of success they have met wilk. hut Prince
Samatsingji has undoubtedly succeeded in breaking down the barrier. A’, his bungalow is to be
witnessed the pleasant sight of member* of Council, High Court Judges. prominent members of
the Civil Service, representative members of the learned prutessiuns, ami prominent person-u’
in the mercantile world in friendly conversation with native chief* and princes, native High
Court Judges, and all Unit is best and brightest in BooiImv native society. No dating< ->hcd
traveler from any part of the world ever fails to call on the prince, and whilst one day he may
have been entertaining the Maharajah of Mysore. he will l>e found next day as the host of such
men as Mr. Samuel L. Clemens .Mark Twain). Thu* are the East and West brought together
despite Rudyard Kipling’s sneer.

We publish by kind permission of the prince, the following letter received by him from
Mark Twain who, w riting from Benares, says; “My Dear Kumar SahtU It would be hard far me
to pul into words how much my family anti I enjoyed our visit to your hospitable house. It was
our first glimpse of the home of an Eastern prince and the charm of it, the grace and beauty
and dignity of it, realized to us the pictures which we had long ago gathered from books of
travel and Oriental tales. We shall not forget tliat liappy experience nor your kind courteous to
us nor those of Her Highness, to my wife and daughter.

“We shall keep always the portrait and the livautiful things you gave us, ami as long as
we live a glance at them will bring your house and its life and its sumptuous belongings and
rich harmonics of colors across the years and oceans and we shall see them again, and Low
welcome they will be. We make our salutations to your Highness and to the members of your
family including, with affectionate regard, that hltlest little sprite of a princess.’*

On the ninth of May, 1S95, the princess, Kunvri Shri Kcsltaha, the only stster of the prince,
died in Bombay and the prince is the chief trustee to her large estates. He has caused a
handsome marble monument to be erected to her memory at Walkeshwar.

The prince owns some very tine country bred horses and the Palitana State has long been
noted for its famous stud of Kathiawad horses. The pnnee takes a lively interest in the
welfare of his cultivators ami is a gwxl master to all in his employ.

As there are no dispensaries in the villages owned by him he causes medicine to lie
distributed free of cost to all needing it.

When Lady Rcay promoted a fancy bazaar, in aid of some charities, the Prince ami the
late Maharajah of Mysore greatly assisted her in the matter and a large sum of money was
realized. When funds were required for the erection of the Matoonga Leper Asylum, the
Prince, with Lord Harris and Sir D. M. Petit, Bart., contributed Rs. 1000 each to the fund.

Prince Samatsingji is determined to give his eldest surviving son. Kuuur Vtjaywnghi,
a sound English education and training, and fur the pa*t two years H. II. S. Merewether. L-q ,
B. A. (Oxon has been hl* tutor.

The Kumar, who. is now twelve years of age. won a prize in the children’s riding tent pen­
ttun at the Bombay Horse Show of iSo6,aiid, like his grandfather and father, is very fond id hirsts.

The prince has one of the finest collections of antique armor and Indian coin*. aku
very fine library of historical works. He is a fluent linguist, opeakiug English. <«uit-r«ti,
Sanscrit. Marathi and Hindi, in addition to a little German. The pnnee h a firm be’.kvcr m
female education, and is strongly of the opinion that the regeneration of India can uiriv cum-z
through the education of the women of the country. It will rc.idih be understood. from a peru­
sal of the foregoing sketch, tint Prince Samatsiaghi i« a great power far good tn W.»um
India, and we trust he will long be spared to be the fraud ut the pour, a dvllghuul u»mpau*ou.
and an excellent host.



Kumar Saheb Suri Samatsingji Soorsingji Bahadur of Palitana State,
Kathiawar.



Sursinghi, Thakore Saheb of Lathi.

The subject of our memoir, the Thakore Saheb of Lathi, was born on the twenty-sixth
of January, 1871, ami is descended from Sarungji, Ute founder of Ute Lathi house, who was
one of the sous of Gohil Sejakji, the common ancestor of the Bhavnagar I’alitana and Lathi
reigning families. It was under the guidance of Sejakji that the Gohil Rajput's left Marwai
and made their first settlement in the land of Murroo. Sejakji left four sons, Ranoj, Sarungji,
Siyoji and Visoji, and it is from the second of these that the Thakore Saheb is descended.
The eldest Rnnaji’s descendants rule over Bhavnagar, those of Siyoji over I’alitana, whilst as
before mentioned those of Sarungji rule over Lathi. Visoji, the youngest son. was the fore­
father of the Khusia Thakors. Sarungji’s sister married the Cbuda Samee chieftain of
Junagad, who gave to Sarungji the Arthida Choosi near Kundla. Sarungji was succeeded
by his son, Jasoji, and he by his son, Noghanji; the latter had two sons, Bhimji and Var-
sungji. It was Bhimji, the fourth in descent from Sarungji, who withdrew to Lathi from
Arthida, when Rai Mandlik, of Junagad conquered and sacked 1L Visonji, his younger
brother, came in possession of the village of Dhamel, near Damnagar, under Baroda. Bhimji
had three sons. The eldest, Arjanji, died childless while fighting near tile temple of Shiva
m the Chosli village on tile north of Mandwa village on the banks of the Kaloobbar River.
The second son, Dudoji, fought hard against the Kathres, who reigned supreme at the time
in that locality. He weakened their power with great bravery and strengthened his own
government to such an extent in their midst that it is said to the present day, “Katliees alt
around, Lathi in tile middle.’* The third son, Ilamirji, died in a battle while protecting
the temple of Sotnia Mahadew against the army of the Mohammedan emperor. Dudoji bad
six sons. The eldest, Lunsingji, succeeded to the throne, and the others, Govindji Melakji.
Sooraji, Jagoji and Ilarisinhji got the villages at Ansoder, Ignorala, I’anch Talawda Bhingr.id
and Chabhadia, respectively. Lunsingji was succeeded by his only son, Canoji. whose
younger brothers, Bhimji and Melakji, had to remain contented with Tajpur ami Dhasa.
The former village is still under Lathi. Ramaji had three sons, Bhajragji, who came to the
Gadi; Kumbhoji, who got the villages of Soona and Somal, now under I’alitana, and
Roopoji, who wils given the village of I’adrce. near Talaja. Bliojraji had two sons, Lak.ih.iji
and Varsobhai. Lakabaji succeeded him, and Vasoobbliai got the village of Hoidad. I.aka-
haji was succeeded by Vijoji, and Vijoji by Ilamirji, who had two sons Arjanji and Laji-
bhai. Arjanji came to the throne mid Lajibhai got the village of I’iprali, which reverted to
the Gadi, in payment of debts. Arjanji had eight sons. The eldest, Lakhaji, succeeded
him. Saringji got Sanosra, now under Bhavnagar; Vijoji ami Maloji got I’iprali ami eleven
Other villages, now under Bhavnagar; Bhimji got Hoidad and Rabhai; Govindjee got Amberdi,
now under Bhavnagar; Visoji got Golrama, now under Bhavnagar, ami the youngest. Viruji,
got Rewa, now under Bhavnagar. Lakhaji had foursons, Sllanghji, Kumbhoji, Govindji ami
Lakhoji. The first came to the Gadi. The second obtained Dllarooka ami eleven other
villages now under Bhavnagar. The third obtained Kared.i, and the fourth got Limbdi. Of
the six sons of Sllanghji, Bliojraji succeeded him. Meghrajji got Rungola and live other
villages now under Bhavnagar; Maloji got Patnooand Bhojavadar; Ilamirji got Samadhiala.
Gajisillgji got Khijadia; Soomroji got Vavdi. Bhojrajji had nine sons. Sursingji ascended
the Gadi. Raidhanji obtained Jalalpurand Mandwa, now under Bhavnagar; Vakojlgot Gog-
hardhar. which is still under Lathi, but has no population; Mawsingji got Lakhawad. now
under Bhavnagar; Togoji got Gangaw.nl now under Bhavnagar; Hagbahi died without issue;
Godbhai got Vai.lgadhn.-e; Rupsingji got H.ulmal doo. ami the last, Gopaljl, got Antmx. am!
Dhruphania. Sursingji was succeeded by his eldest son. Sunghi. alias Jij. Bawa. U.S two
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•-r. X ad N’.ijibhai, got Godhali and Chabhadia and Samadhiala, respectively.
> . !<_ ....Bhojr.ijji, the eldest, died issudcss. The second, Lakhoji, ascended
■.:.i G ii; .be third . the fourth. Depalji and Mcghr.ijji. died without any ixsue; the fifth
• h th? owner of Vavdi village; the sixth, Mavoji, got Dharwala; the seventh,
V: . . Goo .lea. and the youngest, Dosabbai, obtained Khijadia. Of the five sons
of ;;? ji, the u-’.-.'.c;Sursingji, came to the throne. The second, Dajibhai, obtained the
vi; . K. .-..■iu, which reverted to the Gadi when he died without issue. The third,
H.i Limbda and died childless. The fourth, Ajobhai, got Ingorala, whose

still living in Limbda. The fifth, Fatehsingji, gut Kapardi and died
’.I. < was succeeded by his only son, Jijibawa, who died leaving two sons,

I. . id 2\ak. ./..ii .i. Lakhaji, the heir-apparent, died during the lifetime of his father,
: i. Li r, Puthoobhai, died leaving behind him his son, Jaswatsingji, who is still

liv:n in 1.:.tai. Jijibawa was succeeded by Lakhaji's son, Amarsingji alias Dajiraj.
D-jiraj h-ving died after a reign of seven years, without any issue, his brother, Takhatsingji,
came to the throne, but died, leaving two sons, Sursinhji alias Bapoobha and Vajesinhji.

-inuji. cn the death of his father, Taksalsingji succeeded to the Gadi on the fourth of
November, 1S7S. but, of course, during his minority the affairs of the Stale were admin*

by £.• British Government. After reviving a careful home training, he was sent to
the Pmjkumar College, Rajkote, where he completed his college career. During the Thakore
S .’:.'.'’.- :ice in the college he endeared himself not only to his fellow-students by his
amiable di position and rectitude of life, but also to the principal and professors by his
ren mi: -ion to the college discipline and his assiduity in the pursuit of knowledeg.
After . : mpkting his course in college, where he was awarded a gold medal for his marked

lily, ike Thakore Saheb went on a tour through India, and by this means added
b: already extensive knowledge of the manners and customs of his fellow-country-

In r Government saw fit to entrust him with the management of his Slate,
and lie installed on his ancestral Gadi in a Grand Durbar, by Captain II. D.
lb..-.-.-. er. the then Assistant Political Agent in charge of Gohilwad 1‘rant. This
Dur? .r largely attended by the young Thakore Saheb’s brother princes. The subject

■ : ;.ur -/.etch 1ul» made considerable improvements to his State, and there are now one
Eng’.: u. one vernacular and a girls’ school; a charitable dispensary in charge of a diplomaed

.1 nicer. and a public library; there is also a cotton ginning factor)-, giving employ­
ment to many persons, ... well as various public buildings of utility, and the roads of the
S • i _;:j much improved under the advanced public works policy of the young chief,

• ‘ 1 in In.. progre- .ive xneasures by his energetic and able Kharbhari, Mr. Krish-
n 1 1 Gir lb r? 1. Lathi State is forty-two square miles in area, and is divided into fourteen
• :b with a population of Sooo people, and has an annual revenue of 1,50.000 rupees.
Its chief jrudnets are bajrve, joowari, gram, wheat, sugar-cane and various kinds of pulse.
The 7 Per thunder group of railways runs through Lathi, where there is a fine
ry ...: n. The Thakore Saheb enjoys all the powers of a fourth-class chief that is, he

crimind y.ir: liction up to the extent of sentencing a criminal to three years rigorous
i:.y l r.d a fine of Rs. 5000, and a civil jurisdiction of any amount up to Rs.

\ .- cl.: .1 b.. ■ ...red him.elf to all classes of his subjects by his exemplary life,
kb. bi■•. _• of duly and by the way he tempers justice with mercy. He affords another
" 1 : :f 2:.- b:-.ir..b’.v iy. tvm of education and training pursued at the Rajkumar

1 ... lb .t the Thakore Saheb may long rule over his subjects, and his reign
: cue should he continue to act in the way he has inaugurated

his rule

Madar-Ul-Maham Sheikh Muhammad Baha-Ud-L)inbhai, C. I. E.,
Vazir of Junagadh.

Madfir-ul-Mahfim Sheikh Muhammad Bahfiuddin Vai ad Hdshnmblidi, C. I. E., Vazir
of Jundgadh, is descended from a line of distinguished ancestors of the Suni faith, and closely
connected by family ties with the ruling princes of Jundgadh. Born in the year 1835 a. d., at
Jundgadh, this scion of the Sheikhs possesses, in a remarkable degree, all the admirable
qualities attributed to that dynasty by its native historians—sagacity, sobriety of judgment,
princely liberality, force of character combined with personal courage. He was the youngest
of three brothers, and had a sister named Ladadi Bibi, who was married to the late

Baha-Ud-Dinbhai Hasambhai. C. I E., Vazir Sahib of
J VN AG AD11.

N.wAb Slheb Mmbatkhinji, K. C. S. I., father of the present Nawdb Slheb Rnsulkhtinji.
Having from his early infancy received at the court <>f His Highness a fair Oriental education,
specially that taught by the C.ospel of Islam to the faithful. Bahduddinbhdi entered the service
Of the Slate of Jundgadh at the early age of twenty-nine, his first appointment being that of
commamlant of the 1.4! Risdlfi or Body Guari-a post to which his courage and prowls
conspicuously entitled him. But he was soon to take a leading share not only ,n

(4„ the military affairs of the Stale, but also in iu The



felt himself „,umUhw b}. lhc gan.n(! of n. n)oihw

through the courageous efforts of BahSuddiubhdi that, in he secured freedom
and power. The authority of the Nawdb Sdheb having thus been firmly established,
Bahduddtubhdi rapidly rose in place, influence and fame. In grateful recognition of his
services Nawfib Sdheb Mdhdbatkhdnji made hint Vazir, and conferred on bin. a grant

tn perpetuity of the extensive villages of Agatrdi and Bhaydl. together with the honors
of a State palanquin and torch-bearer. As a revenue officer Ute Vazir Sdheb was not
less energetic and successful. In the matter of land setUement he displayed all Ute
ability which, m British India, brings the services of a zealous and indefatigable collector
to Uie notice of his Government The settlement was accomplished by him with con­
summate tact and judgment, so that it at once increased the State revenue, and gratified
the landholders. In 1862-63 he pursued and captured the ferocious outlaw Jangi Makrtni and
his gang, who were the terror of Uie country side. In thanking him for Ulis senice,
Lieutenant H. T. Hebbcrt, then Acting Assistant Political Agent, observed in his letter 
of April 20. 1S63: "This circumstance does not only call forth otircommendations, but will
without doubt greatly please Government We cannot find sufficient words to express our
gratitude in the matter.” Similarly, in 18&1, when Jundgadh was again vexed by the
depredations and atrocities committed by another notorious bandit named Jasld, Uie Vazir
Sdheb, at great personal risk, and with all the courage and dash of youth, again hunted down
and seized tile offender. Jasld was tried, mid blown away from a cannon, and Jundgadh
breathed more freely; while the young Vazlr gained fresh laurels by this conspicuous act
of gallantry. AnoUier political officer, Lieutenant L. Russell, in his letter of January z6, 1865,
expressed his thanks to the Vazfr in almost the same terms for Ulc arrest of some confederates
of Uie Wdghcr rebels. For these distinguished services Uie Vazfr was also highly eulogized by
the political agent of Uie time, Colonel Kcatinge. The encouragement given by Uie Vazfr to
educational and philanthropic institutions was duly appreciated by the next political agent.
Colonel Anderson. In 18S0, the political agent, Colonel Watson, recognized Baliduddinbbdi’s
exertions in stimulating and aiding indigenous and foreign antiquarian researches. In the
same year Uie Vazfr evinced his usual generosity by helping the families of tho.se who bad
shed their blood for the British Government in the Afghan war. In iSKj the Vazfr's loyalty
was put to a severe test by Uie introduction of a most sweeping and radical change in the
department of Land Revenue, viz., Uie abolition of the Izara or funning system, which had
dieted from lime immemorial, and in which lie, personally, was to a large extent interested.
Once, however, he was convinced of the desirability of Ulis reform, the Vazfr spontaneously
gave up his lucrative farms, and by Uris act of self sacrifice enabled tile Diwan, Mr. Ilarirlls, to
accomplish what two years before would have been deemed an impossibility. In 1886, to
commemorate the many virtues of his brother-in-law, the late lamented Nawdb Sdheb
Mdhdbatkhdnji, K. C S. L. the Vazfr established a Madressa (college) for the education
of Mahomedan students bom in the State. With the same laudable object be also placed a
sum of Rs 30 000 at the disposal of the Bombay University, to found a fellowship in connecl.on
with the Gujarat College. This handsome gift was suitably acknowledged at the convocation
of .889 by the Chancellor. Lord Reay. Governor of Bombay, who spoke of it as follows: • The
desire to advance the cause of Mahomedan education is represented by the wtsely d.rceted
liberality of Bdhduddin Vazfr Sdheb. of Jundgadh. who has placed the sum of Rs.
at the disposal of the university for the foundation of a scholarship in memo^, of Sir
Mdlidbatkbdn Bdbi, the late Nawdb of Jundgadh, to be awarded preferentially to Mahomedan 

graduates of the university. We may congratulate the Vazir Sain-b g:i . .. t. .. .
number of Mahomedan students taking distinguished positions on t? _•
gives promise that his munificent giftwill notremain inoperative.’' The I
founded other scholarships to enable promising students of hi.; ci.-..:.’
education in Europe. The remarkable statesmanship displayed by t:.„ V. „h- . .
tenure of office has been appreciated to the full, not only by the pc jpic cf L . : . . ....
high political officers. With reference to the peaceable • .t.:.: :
turbulent and troublesome Maiyds, the political agent stated in h: rej rt
“The amicable settlement with the MaiyAs was brought about by th_•. ... t f ?H : .
and by the cordial help he received at Uie hands of Vazir Sahcb E u
They deserve credit for so successfully conducting the must difficult work <
administration.” The financial prosperity of the State resulting from the wLe-.<? .
Vazir enabled him to carry out the wishes of Ilia Highness the Na . .'... S ....
construction, from funds in hand, of a railway through the State, ting 11c . ?
Rupees (^400,000). The Vazir also rendered Uie mot valuable assistance to Cc*. II ey
(the present Inspector General of Police) when that officer w.13 engaged in
desperate outlaws who so disturbed the peace of Kathiawar from its'"-SIn u
September 14. 1889, to the address of Mr. Haridds. the Dcwdu, Colonel Ii....:.... • r .
“ * * * Will you be kind enough to convey to Vazir Bdhiuddinbhfd my warm thar.ks fur tae
sendee that he and Jamdddr Sulemdn have done? I shall have very much p’e.v lire in 1 g
to the notice of Government that this is only one more instance of the cardial .
all along received from His Highness* administration.” On the occa. ion of the ?.. :.d’. 1 cf
the present Naw lb Sdheb His Highness Rasulkhinji, in June, 1S92, th; • ditica'.
Sir Charles Ollivant, spoke in the following eulogistic terms of the Vazir. He : aid, c
His Highness: ‘‘ You are to be congratulated on having at your side cue wh ' ■ • •
faithful friend to your father and brother, and who, (tom the day that thirty ■ .
boldly rescued Uie former from the toils of base intriguers and sought the . t f c
Agency, has, with great force of character, continued to influence not 1c -3 powerfully than
unpretentiously the policy of the State. « * < The names of Bahauddin and H...id is * ?
mark the Jundgadh administration of this century, aa the name of Amr.iji did th of the i ..
For Uie alleviation of the sufferings of lepers the Vazir bos, with charactcrist •gunero
sympathy, built an asylum for these unfortunate outcasts of society. The found iticn stouc
of it was laid iu a. d. 1890 by His Royal Highness, the late lamented Prince Albert Viet
the building is accordingly named the Prince Victor Leper Asylum. The Vazir has
contributed largely to the construction of dharmshdlds (rest horn . •), reboot hc.;-< • 1 •>-
pitals. He has also at his own expense repaired the road running to Uie tap o:’lie A L;.:
of Ditdr, iu the vicinity of Jundgadh. The new road was opened by the i v.: :. >r
of Bombay. Lord Harris, during his last visit to Jundgadh in A. D. 1S94. At .1 rengh . n-i’e
the Vazir’s charities amount to nearly three lakhs of rupees (£30,002). a :. irk cf her
appreciation of these, his great public services,. Her Most Gracious Majesty, the Qneea
Empress, was pleased, in SS93, to confer upon him the dignity cf a Camp ...: u ’ M -
Eminent Onlcr of the Indian Empire, the insignia of whidi were 1 t him I i
Harris in Rdjkot. The keen interest which the Vazfr SAhcb evinces in the mu.r.lv’. a
happy relations between the Rulers and the ruled, arid the Hindu ..mi M di • i m mi-
ties, in the State, was shown by his pr.iiraworthy efforts in tiiej > ‘ h : roti ■
made between the Mahomedans and Hindus, in ccnncctimi with the u::f' (•■.ma:
arising from the dii.turbanccs at Prabhns 1’atan three year; a.. cm
rendered by the Vazir Shdheb not only to Hi . Highm th • Naw ib S / • ■ - ghnes
subjects, but to the peace-loving sections of the IIirnlu Ma'ic 1 m <
out the whole of India. To facilitate the work cf the Ai S. .
recently organized in the State, Hi. Highne s the NawAb S Ihtb r. .
Naib Diwan Mr. Purushottamrai Sunderji 7-d i with t’.;? wmk of c :  ti
of alieudtecl holdings with tlnizc-who wish for •.ue*.; a 1. . i.-i. irm t.on, ’.
confidence reposed in the Vazir by the hubjtcl.s of die S’. t’i ' . ; ■ - - -
have been disposed of by him and the Naih Iliwa:: j hilly—a ; . .  - In­
Political Agent, rellcct; great credit on tlivi ' ' by ’... • , . :
Thus, by his wise and enlightened policy, by continue:^ 1:rov •• >.*
maintciiauce of cordial relations between the ru!«. «md th: ‘ ' *
and the Paramount Power, by public bt-ncikcuCv ii’.’.d d mn lie i h nily. i:i ’ • A :
and conscientious discharge of every public and ]Tiva'.e d .. 1 .. irv. A
thirty-two years, Vazir Shaikh Muhammad BAhludJinb’. ii 1 . ... n
the annals of the Jundgadh State.



Durbar Suri Bavawala, Saheb of Vadia.



Durbar Shri Bavawala, Saheb of Vadia.

Durbar Shn Bavawala, Chief of Vadl Stale in Kathiawar, is a chief of tile fifth class,

and was born on the nineteenth day of August, ,S74. His father died on the twenty-fourth

of February, 1875, at the age of seventy, when the present chief was but six months old.

The estate was, therefore, put under the British Government on the first of April, 1875.

When it was placed under British management it was a sixth class stale and the revenues

were estimated at 50,000 rupees per annum, which were subsequently increased to Rs. So,000,

and the status of the taluka was raised to the fifth class. The present revenues are calculated

at 1,50,000 rupees per annum, the increase being chiefly due to the amalgamation of the

estate of one Ramwalla, who died heirless. Durbar Saheb Bavawala being the nearest relative

and heir to the estate. The Chief prosecuted his studies at Vadia till 18S2, when he was sent

to the Rajkumar College at Rajkot, where he received his English education under the care

of the late Mr. Macnaughten, who was then principal of the college. When in college he

visited Bombay, Matheran and the Nilgiri Hills during the vacations. He left Rajkot on

the nineteenth of December, 1S93, and completed his tour five months later, returning to

Rajkot on the nineteenth of May, 1894, from which place he proceeded to his capital. He

was associated with the State manager, Mr. Maneklal Gokaldas, in the administrative work

for some eleven months, and obtained a good and practical insight into the affairs of the

state. He made a tour of Europe in company with Mr. C. W. Waddington, M. A. (Oxon),

the vice-principal of the Rajkumar College, who acted us his guide and companion. They

left Bombay by the I’, and O. S. S. “Caledonia” on the fourth of May, 1S95, and returned

to Bombay on the twenty-second of November, 1895. and the Durbar Saheb reaching his

capital on the second December, 1895- During Ibis period of seven months he visited

England, Scotland ami a few places in France, and thus added to the knowledge and

experience which he had already gained during his travels in India. He was placed in sole

charge of his State with the powers of a fifth class chief, on the twelfth of December, 1895,

by Mr. L. P. Walsh, C. I. E., assistant political agent in charge of Soratli Frank who per­

formed the ceremony of installing him on his ancestral Gadi al a Grand Durbar held at

Vadia, and which was attended amongst others by the foBowing: Mr. C. W. Waddington.

M A (Oxon), vice-principal of the Rajkumar College. Rajkot; Miss Waddington; the

Tltakore Saheb of Lathi; II. II. the Raj Saheb of Vankaner; Kumars Shri Xatvarsinghji

Bhaoutsinghji and Doottgarsinhji of Dhrangadbra; K.... . Shri Narsinbsinbji and Digvv-

inhji of Rnjpipla; Kumar Shri V.jnbha of Lathi; Kumar Shr. Mahr Vala of Jaipur: Mr.
. .. mid Mr John Houston of Sydney, Australia.Sarrabhai Mughanbhai of Ahmcdabad. ami J

, 1 l,v Mr Walsh on this occasion the newly installed prince
In reply to the speech made by Mr. wai

said:

“Mr. Walsh, Ladies and GentlemenWords fail me when I r; to tl - th

kind trouble you have taken in coming here on the occ-?..: c.’ . y i. ., .

ancestral Gadi. I can assure you that to-day is one of great rejoicing .

midst of my joy, I am not unmindful of the duties and responsibilitit -

me from this moment I shall, I know full well, at firM require : u; ' - / .

little state barge safely, and I have, Mr. Walsh, listened to your

attention. I thank you for your good advice, whirl’. I u.-urc yr.u I .’.

for, sir, if I need advice, at one time more than another, it i at the j 7.— .

transition period in my life. I have now p ed the fix the stage of pupilage—and

thanks to my guardians, the British Government, I have thoroughly ci ; ; .1 tin • ... .1 < ;

my life, and I shall ever, sir, recall it to mind with feelings of extreme t.•

be indeed’ungrateful did I not acknowledge my deep obligation to my kind . n 1

preceptor, Mr. Macnaughten (whose absence to-day I deplore), and al o to Mr. W.:

for the paternal care they have taken of inc during my long residence . 1 the K . \ .

College. I am also indebted to Mr. Waddington fur his help and i

recent visit to England and the Continent. I to-day enter upon the ■ < ml .

career—I mean my family life. Yes, I am ble- cd to-day with a family of ck an lb. .1

souls. As head of this family it behooves me to look after the pc.icu, happim ..•< . .7..

of every member of it Ry virtue of my position it is my duty to pre er.e • ...

harmony amongst the members ami to ever strive fur the mural ami m iter i.! . ’. .

them all. This, sir. is by no means an easy i. >k for one who desire . to j ... •. : :.

and conscientiously. I do not know how far I shall succeed, f«>r*’tis r. t in ..

command success,’ but I shall play God to light my path .".ml direct ray 1:. . ' .

earnestly hope that the rcpiesentativc* uf the British Government will v<<:: ’• ..I. :

and practical advice whenever it will be my honon.il privilege to .• c-.k it. My eh:

is to deserve the genuine blessings of my people. and .it the - in. li m v.m Civ •

of the Paramount Power. Once more I l eg to tender my an. >t 11; I.

ami through you to the Political Agent and to Government. fur p! ..n. : mu in ! <

my Statu, which I am happy to find in so flourishing a conditio::. . , .

absence of our popular Want Officer Captain Hydu-C- C v.h ■ h > .. ...

good to mu and my St.a. 1 sir. »lu-iru to thank Gow riant lit ft ; .r. -1 ■

Mr. Do-.-abhov Nu iv.anjeu. whom I have appointed my i.: .

mice ami co-operation I fully rely on. It m>v. only rum -m ' < : m 1
to thank y. a for gracing this occasion with your pi. ... • ’*

The prim u received a largu number of pr, •;Ir. r. In • i :■;
and the <1 ay uh . d v.ith a magnificent di>pl iv of fit, • ' II h
of the ship ot t tie ami we trust he may Ion,-. I .• sp u.d r- u\t 1 b.i 1
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>:I1AK SlIKt VAJSt’XWALA, CllIHl’ or Bagasra.

Darbar Shri Vajsurwala, Chief of Bagasra.
Darbar Shri Vajsurwala was born in 1S7Z at Bagasra, tile capital of Ins tn uka of that

name, situated in the Soralh division of Kathiawar. The Darbar Saheb lost Ins father when he
was an infant and, his elder brother dying before he was six, the proprietorship of the taluka
devolved upon him at a tender age, although the affairs of Ins state were left in the sole
charge of his mother. But Iler fostering care was also denied him, as she died within two years,
leaving him entirely alone in the world, and consequently his taluka. according to custom,
passed under British management for the rest of his minority. Young Vajsurwala was sent to
the Rajkumar College at Rajkot at the age of seven, and spent eleven years of bis life at
that institute, always winning golden opinions from all with whom he associated. His apti­
tude for study attracted the attention of the college authorities, and it was thought advisable
that he, together with Prince Shivshinji of Mundetti, should go up for the Entrance Examina­
tion of the Bombay University. The Rajkumar College seldom sent up candidates for the
Matriculation Examination, so that the selection of these two young Princes was no menu
compliment to their intelligence and ability. He and Prince Sursinghji of Lathi (who was in
ill-health) were sent on a tour through India, as a finishing touch to their education. Darbar
Vajsurwala left the college in 1890, when Mr. C. Macnauglitcu, the principal, sent him a letter
from which the following is an extract: " I have not forgotten your wish for a certificate; and
you loo, my friend, will not have forgotten my general objection to that sort of testimonial.
They have become so common in India ns to be worthless in most cases. I feel, however, that
I might act unfairly if I should refuse to bear testimony* to the exceptionally good behavior
and intelligence which characterized your long career in the college; and therefore I have
much pleasure in saying, as I have often said officially, that your conduct in college has been
most satisfactory, and that in school your progress has been marked by diligence, as well as
ability. Beginning as a child of seven with the Gujrali alphabet, you rose at last to be head of
the college, and a worthy example to all. It was my hope that, with Shivsinhji of Mundetti,
you might have entered for the matriculation examination, and had you done so, I still think
that, os matters turned out, you would have passed. But in your case there were other circum­
stances to which we were bound to have regard, and which we need not regret. It is enough
for nie to bear witness that from first to last you did well in the college, and that experience of
your past justifies my hope that in the future you will be an intelligent and honorable land­
lord.*'

Darbar Vajsurwala commenced his political education under a British officer, with whom he
was placed in joint charge of his taluka. He was given independent charge in 1893. Bagasra
is a small principality, yielding a revenue of about two lakhs of rupees, and having a popula­
tion of between 20,000 and 35,000 souls. A kalhy holding is held in jointure by three princes
called Bagasra or shareholders. Darbar Vajsurwala is Bhagdar of a third of this tzduka. The
Paramount Power reserves to itself the civil and criminal jurisdiction over talukas having more
than one owner, so Darbar Vajsurwala is slowly transferring his seat of government to Harlala,
an independent holding belonging to him, a few miles from the Nunkavao Station of the B. g’
J. N. Railway. He is doing his utmost to improve the condition of this place by laying out
roads, raising new buildings, opening wells, and maintaining a medical dispensary. The con­
dition of the people has always been bis most anxious care. He has abolished several vexa-
Hous taxes, and has introduced a system of agricultural laws which are working very satisfac­
torily. Active, industrious and desirous of doing good to his subjects, the Darbar Saheb attends
personally to every item in the administration of the affairs of his estate, and brings to bear on
his duties a shrewd insight of more than average capacity. He takes a great interest in liter­
ature. and is extremely fond of music-on the merits of which he is able to give a sound opin-
ion-and tire range of his acquaintances extends to the leading men of Art and Literature The
Agency officers appear to be very favorably impressed with the administration and the gem- >
character of Darbar Vajsurwala, and important addilions to the scope of his jurisdiction are
expected m the future to mark tin ir sense of approbation.





S : . t Pirajarao, alias Bapusabeb Ghatge Sarjerao Vajarat Maab, Chief of
Kagal (.Senior).

.1..- Chief of K-gul. >cnior. rule;, over une of the feudatory States of Kholapur, in the
S. MahraUa country. .uni has a territory with an area of in square miles; a population
of 42.000 souls, and a revenue of 1,65.426 rupees. The State is divided into forty villages,
• art!-. Koukan and partly Doh. m» that the abundance of rain in one part of the territory

Up for the want of it in the other, and, in addition to this »»ost of the villages have
of being drained by the rivers Lud Ganga ami Punch Ganga. The people

o; tile Stale are comfortably off ami great extremes of wealth ami poverty are fortunately
unk: . Tile capital of the State is Kagal. situated twelve miles to the south of Kholapur,
ami i- Li*..-ted by the rniin trunk ro.nl from Poona to Belgaum. The town is pretty and
••ver. with a population of 6ouo, and. in addition to other public institutions, it boasts
.. F. G A. V School, a Girls’ School, and two dispensaries—one English and the other
native. The town depends fur its excellent water supply on a Link built by the State, al a

of ICJ.OOO rupee'. The climate of the Kagal State is a healthy and salubrious one.
The h:-. i' dt-ccndcd from an ancient and illustrious Mahratla family, Ghatge—formerly
Hu ;. —:ng the *ar:iamr of the chief’s ancestors, who acquired great eminence during the

1-: tile Bijapur kingdom. The family went from Jeypur to the Deccan, with
:::..•;•. eib.t: families, toward the cIom.- of the fourteenth century’, to escape from the ferocity
of L-.-.r^.n munstcr, Tamerlane of Persia, who played great havoc throughout Rajputana
in .: R anraj. the nr t common ancestor of the Ghatge family, is said to have rung a bell
i-ir.g ir- the ceiling of a wall in the first story of the King of Bcdar’s palace by turning a

:m.r iron* the ground flour, ami hitting the bell with his feet; hence the name Ghatge,
•..aich mv-.n* "•.•.inner uf the hell.' The title Sarjerao was conferred by an emperor of
?.j' :: ’ of the Chief’s ancestors who, in fair fight, defeated and slew Dudha Sar-
’.-r.. . R.jrut - nt by Aurangzib to overthrow theBijapur dynasty. Bhanji, the

K h»r. .s before stated, slew this adversary and wrested the Sarja, head
<■ : . ;n his turban and carried it to the king, who was so pleased with the

he J ) the cr-.-t to Bhanji, and gave him tlie title of Sarjerao. Vajrat
-- - ’ 1 I ■ dug tlie abilities of a Vazir or Minister,” was a title conferred by
> III . : Kholapur. on Hinduta<» Ghatge, mi will and favorably known throughout India
*-• 1 * ’ > Mini*ter.-, and the grandfather of the present Chief of Kagal, for

■ i reudt-.-e 1 in the v.ar between the State of Kholapur and the Desai of
1 f Kug.xl was burn on the third of January. 1.876, ami is the second son of

■ - '• the late Chief of Kagal and Regent of Kholapur, by his first wife, the
Raja of Mudhol. Ycsliavntrao Balasahcb, the elder brother of the

C Kholapur Durbar and now reigns over the Kholapur State as His
■ t ?.i Maharaj. When Bapu Saheb was five years of age a native

. .. 1 up t • 1 gave him elementary instruction*. Mr. Fitzgerald then
■ ; in r 5 the > ring Chief was sent by hi* father to the Rajkumar College,

- ; •’•'*■ tut r ami he continued a •tmknt in the college until 18S9. In March.

xSSS, Bapu Saheb had the grievous misfortune to lose his father, ami as his mother had died
when he was only eighteen months old, the Kholapur Durbar and the British Government
became joint guardians of his person and property. In May, 1S89, Mr. S. M. Fraser, I. C. S.,
was appointed tutor and guardian to His Highness the Maharaja oi Kholapur and to Bapu
Saheb, and on leaving the Rajkumar College, Bapu Saheb proceeded to Dharwar, which had
been chosen as their place of residence. Bapu Saheb continued to reside here until February,
1893, and, to complete his studies, three tours in India and Ceylon were made. It is hardly
necessary to state that these tours were productive of much good to the young chief, for by
their means his knowledge of men and tilings was vastly improved, and his necessary
association with strangers whilst touring did much to-give him that charm of manner and
brilliancy of conversation which he possesses in a marked degree. Mr. Fraser very wisely
gave his charges an opportunity of studying the principles of law and political and social
economy, and in order that they might become conversant with the procedure in the courts
of law they were often taken to the chief judges and other courts. On the second of April,
1S94, His Highness the Chatrapati Maharaja of Kholapur was installed on the Gadi, and
consequently the guardianship of Mr. Fraser came to an end, but Bapu Saheb continued to
study law, and owing to the favorable report of Mr. Fraser to Government, the Maharaja of
Kholapur invested Bapu Saheb with powers of administration over the Kagal State on the
tenth of August, 1S94, the young chief then being only eighteen years of age. The chief is
an athlete; a good shot; a capital tennis player, and a crack hand at polo, in which he
specially shines. Like all the Mahratta warrior class he is a fine horseman, and does not
know what fatigue in the saddle means. Only recently he rode from Kholapur to Mahab-
leshwar, a distance of 110 miles, in nine hours, including stoppages. He has also ridden from
Mahableshwar to Wathar, forty miles, in four hours, and, on the same day was on foot after
blackbuck from n a. m. till 4 p. m. The chief has started an agricultural bank to relieve
his subjects from the hateful oppression of the Marwaree, and is giving much attention to
the cause of primary education in his State. Bapu Saheb is beloved by his subjects, for they
recognize in him a perfect type of the old Mahratta warrior prince—brave and courageous,
truth-loving, moral, upright and just—one whose only fear is “that he might do something
wrong. ” The following reference to him by His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, at the Chinchli
horse and cattle show. His lordship said, when speaking at the banquet table: ‘‘I am
sorry, on this occasion, that I must give expression to a regret because of the absence of
His Highness’ brother, the Chief of Kagal, an absence all of us who know him regard with
sincere regret (applause) ; and I earnestly hope that the anxiety (his wife's illness) he is now
experiencing may speedily be allayed” (applause). This shows the opinion held by Lord
Sandhurst, and it is only right to say that this opinion is common to all Europeans who
have come in contact with the young chief. In March. 1893, the chief married a young lady
of the Bhosle family from Savantvadi.

As he has only been ruling his State for eighteen months, it is possibly too soon to
My much of nis success, or otherwise. as a ruler. Suffice it to say that, having had a liberal
education and being exceedingly attentive to his duties, always open to conviction where
the arguments adduced are fair and reasonable, and possessing a large amount of ability and
intelligence, combined with excellent judgment, we have no hesitation in predicting for him

5J. a prosperous reign, and for his subjects happiness and contentment.



b!tr l.'.I A\i D Vi I MIKAO, AI.LV- BaLASAHEH GilATAGHI. SAH|AIU«’AO.
Chief «ji Kauai. (Ji mom).



Shrimant iJattajirao alias Balasaheb Ghataghe Sarjarrao, Chief of Kagal (junior).

Ih

E junior Kagal Jaliagir consists of six villages, ami u Deshniukhi-Watan with an annual income
of 35,000 rupees. Its area is nearly eighteen square miles, ami the population, according to the census
of 189!, was 6400. The climate is dry ami healthy, and the soil fertile. The Chief, being one of the
“Treaty Jahagirdas, ” and having been, till recently, a minor, the estate is under the joint control
and supervision of the Kolhapur Darbar ami the British Government. Shrimant Dattajirao alias
Balasaheb Ghataghe Sarjarrao is descended from the elder branch of the same illustrious Maratha
family to which Shrimant I’irajirao alias Bnpusaheb Ghatghe Vazarat Maab belongs. The surname
Gbfit.ighe and the family title Sarjarrao have an historic origin. Kamaraj, one of the ancestors of 

the Chief, is said to have rung the bell hung in an upper story of the Bijapoor emperor’s palace, by taking a
somersault from the ground floor, and hence he was surnamed Ghataghe, winner of the bell. Bhanji, a descendant
of Kamr.ij, being in the service of the Adil Shull i Kingdom of Bijapoor, once encountered and defeated Dudha
Sarjarrao, a Rajput prince, and having seized his horse wrested from him the sarja (crest) and carried it to
the emperor, who, being highly pleased with his-exploit, bestowed the same crest on him as a mark of respect;
from that time Hie family has held the title Sarjirrao. Balasaheb was born on the seventh of July, 1874. In 1879,
when he was only five years old, his mother died, and in less than three years his father passed away, and
the little Chief was left to the care of his stepbrother, H. II. Jayasingrao Abasaheb, the late distinguished Regent
of Kolhapur. lie was brought up and educated with his nephews, II. II. Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaja of Kolhapur
and Shrimant I’irajirao Bnpusaheb, the Chief of Kagal Senior. In 1886 he accompanied them to Rajkote, where
he passed three years in the Rajkumar College under the parental care and supervision of the late Mr. Macnaghten,
the then principal of the college. In 1SS9 the princes were removed to Dharwar and Mr. S. M. Fraser an able
civilian, was appointed their tutor and guardian. But soon after his arrival in Dharwar, Balasaheb was removed
to Kolhapur in order to satisfy his ardent de-.ire to prosecute his studies in a public school. Accordingly he
entered the Rajaram High School Kolhapur and studied there up to matriculation. Having finished his high

: ome time attended the English lectures in the college; he also read law ami learned the general principles of
is now twenty-two years of age. and the question of his investiture is under consideration. He was married to a

niter 1 . the Ghorp.ide family of Datwad in 1891, but unfortunately she died of consumption in 1895, ami he recently married into
Dh J..r family of Baroda The Chici is naturally of a weak constitution, but his physical development was specially attended

tv 1 • everybody concerned in bringing him up. Were it not for this, he would not have been able to join his nephews in all their
m.inh r.nes mid - ports. He. however. t ikes more readily to occupations of a peaceful nature. His quiet disposition, steady habits

. ! im !' i dvptirtmvn’ leave 1 la ling and favorable impression on the mind-, of all who come in contact with him.

<•



The Chief of Jamkiiaxdi.



The Chief of Jamkhandi.

HRIMANT RAO GOPEL, alias Appa Saheb Patwardhan, the ruling chief of Jamkhandi, is a
great grandson of the celebrated Parsharam Bhau Saheb Patwardhan, who was a very distin­
guished Mahratta general. He was bom on the seventh of November, 1833, and received
his early education at Jamkhandi, under a tutor appointed by Government He under­
stands English, Marathi, Canarese and Hindustani. On attaining his majority, on the
fifteenth of January, 1853, he was invested with full powers to administer the affaire of
his State. He is a Treaty Chief, and has the power of making laws for his own subjects.
He is a Fellow of the Bombay University. During his administration, trade, education,
and public works have received marked encouragement, and all transit duties which inter­

rupted free trade have been abolished. Schools have been opened in all parts of his territory
for the education of his subjects, and roads have been constructed to facilitate communication,

while Dharamsalas and temples have been built for the accommodation of travelers. Tanks have
been excavated and wells sunk for the convenience of his subjects, while dispensaries have been set up

at the principal .stations to give medical relief to his people. Courts have been established to administer justice, and a
police force has been organized for the protection of life and property. The chief is generous and kind-hearted by nature,
and has proved an intelligent and enlightened ruler. He has great experience, prudence anil foresight, and is distinguished
for his love of justice ami morality, while his activity and energy are admirable and his piety and acts of charity
widely known throughout Western India. He has administered the affairs of his State for the last forty-three years, and
is yet in the thorough enjoyment of all the faculties with which the Creator endowed him. Jamkhandi State is 555
square miles in extent, and has a population of 102,162 souls, while its gross revenue is about Rs. 4,75,000.

The Stale pays Rs. 20,840-10-0 annually to the British Government in commutation of service.
The land has been surveyed and assessed. The River Krishna runs between the two talukas of Jamkhandi and

Bidri, ami about thirty villages of the above-named talukas are thoroughly irrigated by the river. The soil in the State is
generally fertile. At Jamkhandi there is a high school, where a nominal fee of oneaima per month is charged, but where
poor and deserving students are fed, gratis, by the State. Besides this school there arc thirty-four Marathi and Canarese
schools for Loy-. three for girls, one Hindustani school and one Anglo-Vernacular school. The chief languages spoken in
the State are Marathi and Canarese. The State has six municipalities, four post-offices, one printing press five reading
room. , three charitable dispensaries and one hospital at Jamkhandi, known as the “Prince of Wales Hospital** and where

The town of Jamkhandi is supplied with good drinking water from a tank half a mile distant. The chief industries
i- State are dyeing and weaving, and the principal products are cotton, wheat, grain ami jowari, while the st1 le
. <,f fo.,.l is jowan. Theelin.nl. is dry ..nd healthy, and undent progress is making such headway that JatukhaniH
)c considered one of the progressive Stale-, of the Southern Maratlia country.

Theelin.nl


His Highness Narayenrao Bahasaiieh Giiorepadi, Chief
OF ICHAI.KARANJI.

His Highness Narayenrao Bahasaheb Glwrep.idi (Chief c: )

His Highness of Ichalkaranji repn-cnt:- on old line of .... C...
his State, Ichalkaranji, is a pretty town bearing the ;ame r..A::
north, and longitude 74s 1' east. The area of the State is 201 • arc l..... 1 :: >
divisions, the Ichalkaranji and Aj.iru. The soil i» mostly very fertile, th_• .... g a
part of the country stretching to the Ghauts bordering on the ICu::k
jungly. The territory is watered by the rivers Panchg-mga, the C. ...: 1 ...
keshi. The town of Ichalkaranji is on the banks of the ranchg.mg . . . ci.-,'.
west of Miraj, and half a mile north of the river. The town of Aji i .
little to the northwest of the meeting of the Chitri, and the Ilirair. ..
Sahyadries, about twenty miles east of the main crest. The climate of I.:. ’/ : 
healthy, and that of Ajara is very cool and pleasant during tl’.e kA. ■ ......
in the rainy season. The average rainfall at Ichalkaranji is 30.97 inch. ... .. 7 ;
inches.

The Ramlinga at Shibpoor, a village about a mile and 1 L.-.ii /...h Nr. .—
great emporium of grain-traffic 111 the Southern Maratha Country —is a I.-..:; ’. ■ .
the god Shiva, ami in a deep ravine on the Hir.myakeshi, with a p A
waterfall, is the small temple called Ramkri.-hn.i. al <j dedicated to the 1 >... ..
mile and a half north of the town of India. The falls drop about tv..:.; . ..
much to the beauty of the whole scenery.

The population of the State is about 70,000. that of the Ichalk iranji U wn
about 12,000. There are seventeen schools attended by about ic .• i ..
the State at an annual expense of about Rs. 6,200. The little Stat? is \<.r. IA..A. •
the average being 342 per square mile, the population being mo .? • ^AA:..
revenue of the State is aliout Rs. 235,000. The principal agricultural products oi th.;
karanji district are jawari. wheat, tobacco, cotton, ground-nut, gram .. . . ;i:.
of the Ajara district, rive and nachani, the former being famou all .
known by the name of “jiragay. ”

The family of the Ghorvpadis of Ichalkaranji w.i - the hr: Im’. r. .'.A: ’. ...
family that migrated from Konkan over the Ghauts, and they played . .- :•/
in the history of the Deccan. The original surname of the f.imily w J<
changed to Ghorepadi as a token of respect tor the family of the S rap ’.id;
Kapshi. The Joshi f.imily in ancient times resided in Warodc in the R A .:.
but they seem to have changed their residence to Whapan under the -.-way 01 S
Wadi. They eventually acquired the Kalkuroi Vatan of the place. \ >:i: 1
remotest ancestor to whom the pedigree of the family can be trace A Hu di . .
middle of the seventeenth century, leaving behind him a young wi-.lu .. (■ .: ? :.
named Naruycn, about seven or eight years old. who w is d. tiued in the .....
take part in the prt.-creation of the Maratha empire. After the d a th . i. A .
widow and son, who were reduced to the wants of daily life, I it .a. a' i ...-
Mhapan for up-country to find some means of support Al out the yc. r 1. \
Bahiriwadi, the then place of residence of Sanlaji Gl’orp.’.dt, a M.ir.uli . C :: . 1
so much celebrilv after the death of great Shivajt Ti. ir cetiditum r . .
aske«l them !>• umai l v. ith him Thi tii-. - did. . :A.
the held under Santaji On account of his various a ■ of I...-. L’.
w.ls then tn progress with the Mo/.ul force . he ' c.the hr .....
Svnapati, who ever afterwards styled him his an Nah’, who r
the surname of hi- patron Ghorcpaili, and obtained ••tmd'.y vill . 1
an humble origin N. r<» attained t » such cmimmc th tl'... t\ 1 <
offered hi . daughter Annul n in marriage to Nuo' . -.m V...- —’ A. \
new connection Maluirajah Shahn Chatripati oi i -
Aj.ua in Inatu to Anunbai. Naro’s <k\oli*m to the !A 1 a .1 • 1 .. • -
the end of his life Under Sant iji N.iro 1' "1 c- ’-i rnd < a him i’.: •
streamer ami tile graml Now bat of tlu* Maratha .v.m\. \Ar<>' : .
increa c of honor ami pc- c .ion- by hi . di'.li::. -ai b. i - • ■ ■■ ■ ■ • ■ 1
the Mahiraj.i Chatrap ill of Sitarx At the tri •.• : th • A • ’. * ■ • • -
Appa, the Peshawa’s brother, had ah. .. lv 1 uii to ■... up .dl •> : - . ' the rr

Aj.ua


but V. k who at the time was quietly enjoying bis possessions, hit upon a plan of
er . .. in the Portuguese army by invading the Portuguese possessions. The

.... ntrusted to Venkatrao himself. He led two invasions and succeeded in cutting off
all sui; to the Portuguese army in the Fort of B.issein. The result was the ultimate
surrer. L-r o: -he fort to the Maratha army.

\\ ikatrao died soon afterwards, that is, in 1739, and was succeeded by Narayenrao.
K.keii to Poona and was pul in command of a division in the Peshawa army.

_X.. ..cc...apauied the Peshawa forces against the Nawab of Sawnur. This won for
him the Sah’.i.iship of Dliarwar. Narayenrao died in 1770, and was succeeded by his son
Wiik/..-who remained almost inactive during the great changes that were working
toward the downfall of the Pesbawas.

Sk.: .i .nt history deals with the continual petty warfares between Kolhapoor and the
Ik inroads upon the State of Ichalkaranji, being part of the former’s harassment,
but K. h!.-.pc:.r ultimately forced to sign a treaty and guarantee against any further
r;:_k.. on its part of the Ichalkaranji possessions. About the end of the eighteenth
ce tiie I’e»ha-aa for the first time began to treat the Chiefs of Ichalkaranji as a feuda­
tory of iL.’ir own. A son who had been adopted by a dowager, Ramabai, was named Nara-
ycumo ?..k... alicb, and when he was adopted the closing scene of the Peshawa sovereignty
w.i; jii':’. o: _:..x Their downfall soon afterward occurred, and, with it, the cause of Ichal-
kvery heavily. With the downfall the suzerainty over Ichalkaranji was vested
in the E_-L India Company, and if it were disowned by them it must be believed to have
reverted to the Maharaja Chhatrapati of Satan. It will be remembered that the tenure of
tki. S'.n. -.bn is distinct from those of the other Chiefs in the SoutlTeni Maratha Country, for
all the vii’ : . • included in the Sausthan are free from the incidence of service, which
du’..- the tenures of the other Jahargirdurs. Looking to the present status of the Iclial-
kaw.nji Skie, a .u*.ordinate State of Kolhapoor, one might naturally expect that the grant
i. in.. lv by the Kolhapoor Maharajah; but of the villages which are comprised in the State
at • Ti --.ill only one is received from the Kolhapoor Maharajah. The main bulk, as has been
pointed out, '.a received from the Maharajah Chhatrapati of Satan, a few from the Desh-
ri.ii?/.; • ami De :.i■> of the several districts, and some two villages from the Peshawa. The
e.im.k’.cd condition of the Satan Maharaja left the Chiefs of Ichalkaranji quite independent
ci k _■ . . iyn jurisdiction uf any other State. It was only during the time of Venkatrao II.,

'. j:i cf Venkatrao I., that the Peshawas, owing to his maladministration, found it
uccc . ry to extend their supervision over this Slate. Thus from a comparatively inde-
pend. .1 Ichalkaranji btgan to be reckoned as one under the suzerainty of the Peshawa.

Th. . bu’. e will clearly show the high position which the Chief of Ichalkaranji enjoyed
durrng the time of the Peshawa. and even for some time after. In 1835, the British Govern-
• : .. it r..<. ;:ry to determine the status of the Ichalkaranji State, and going into the
1 - Li '. r ..." the Jahagir decided that the Chief stands in exactly the same relation as the

Cbiv?. «Io, ..nd extended their protection to him. In 1838, Kolhapoor renewed
/.. / ■. ■.• bring <m the subordination of Ichalkaranji. Again, in 1847, they opened

the the British Government decided it against Ichalkaranji, and the Chief was
• - - • 1 • -w .. 1 K K: ipGor sovereignty. But he accepted it only on condition that Kolha-
1 • - -• - > ■ ..1! ! to interfere with the administration of the State, and that all

-_n the two States was to be held through the political officers of the
' - G To Ichalkaranji the lo s of British suzerainty was not a small loss, for

' K ' ’.erainty of one with whom it Ind been at arms for nearly a century.
* 7 .. b, die 1 in 1S52, without leaving any issue. The dowager lady was

.. '.. but the adopted son died soon afterwards, x. e., in 1854. In 1S64. she was
time. This was the adoption of Govindrao Abasaheb. He was

* ■ * • -:kt 1 man. but died two years after he resumed charge of his State.
Kk-v. .d. and the adopted -. on, Narayenrao Babasaheb. the present

— - - ■ > k:. ■'.itn hip of the State on the tenth of August, 1S76.
■ -ami'’., di •■;. ition and literary attainments have won for him the

' th tl.e Eur.ip-in and native communities was l>orn on the twelfth of
■ "■ ’ ill '•! Kurkumbr. in the Sholaporc district, and i« therefore now

adopted when he w.v Lut about five years old, bring chosen
• . • I • 4 by the dowager, by Colonel F Schneider, who was

then the Political Agent for Kolhapore and the Southern Mahratta Country; his .sprightliness
and pleasant features having in a great measure determined the Agent’s selection By intel­
ligence and steady application he soon raised himself above the ordinary level, for, besides
his ordinary studies at Kolhapore, whither he was sent to be educated, he appears to have
embraced every opportunity of acquiring that knowledge which would fit him for the duties
of his position. He was a*fellow-sudent with His Highness, the Raja of Akalkote and His
Highness the Chief of Vishnlgad, amongst others, and on account of the inconvenience and
undesirability of the Sirdars having to acquire a knowledge of certain subjects, which, it
was considered, would be useless to them in their particular sphere of life, a separate class
was formed, and this enabled Bahnsaheb to devote a great portion of his time to really useful
subjects. The personal companionship of the superintendents out of school hours had,
naturally, a beneficial and salubrious effect upon the young Chief’s mind, creating in him a
taste for literature, amongst other things, which has remained unabated to the present time.
In 1879, His Highness joined the first standard in the Rajaram High School, and in 1880,
and also five years later, and again the following years, the Principal, Mr. C. II. Candy,
reported very’ favorably of the development of his mind and the consequent progress made
in his education. The Educational Inspector was also struck with the young Chief’s advance­
ment especially in the subject of history. In 1889 Bahasaheb passed the Matriculation
Examination, gaining an Alfred Scholarship, the stipends of which however he passed on to
a student lower down in the list, contenting himself with the honorary distinction. He
learnt no classical language, so he could not go through the regular course of University
Examination. After remaining at Rajaram College for about a year, during which time he
attended lectures on English History and Logic, he went to the Elphinstone College in
Bombay, where he studied alt the subjects for the second B. A. (classics excepted) and passed
the Law Entrance Examination and as far as the LL. B. He frequently attended the High
Court Judicature, Bombay, in order to watch the hearings, with a view to still further mental
and legal advancement, and the experience thus gained enabled him to discern legal techni­
calities which have been of great use to him since. When in Bombay, he had the additional
advantage of associating with people of light and leading of all denominations, and this,
naturally, had no small share in moulding his character. His Highness is of a very’ social
and sociable nature, and fond of club life and its congenial associations. He is also devoted
lo traveling, and has already accomplished in India a good deal of this useful brand of
education. He advocates steady reform, and is a man of refined morals, and the purity’ of
his own home commands the general respect of his subjects, to whom he has in many ways
endeared himself. His Highness, some years since associated his name with the movement
for the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst, himself presenting an address on the subject
to H. R. IL, the Duke of Connaught, but to which, however, although it met with the
approval of Lord Reay and others, the Supreme Government did not, as is known, see their
way clear to give immediate effect. He is also interested in devising means for the employ­
ment o the younger sons of Sirdars in the Civil Service, and with a view to the Sirdars
being able to discuss their inconveniences with the Government, he organized an association
of the Deccan Sirdars Altogether, he evinces a general spirit of advancement, and a desire
for the propagation of science, literature, etc. In March. 18S6, His Highness, then fifteen
years of age. married, by choice, the daughter of Mr. Mahim Moreshwar Parajape, a pleader
at Ahmednagar whose education also enables her to devote her time to literary pursuits, and
the young Chief and his wife are very happy in their domestic life



His Highness Mir Faiz Mahomed Khan Talpur.

His Highness Mir Faiz Mahomed Khan Talpur succeeded to the Cadi at the age of

fifty-nine on the demise of his father, and became ruler of the Stale. He was installed on the

eighth of April, 1894, since when His Highness has proved himself a most liberal-minded ami

successful ruler. Under the old regime, eventhing was done for the ruler and for his

favorites, and nothing for the subjects. His Highness was the first to act otherwise and

inaugurate many needed reforms in the State. He follows the advice of his Vazir, who has

the good of his master and the people of the State at heart. Cultivators were at one lime

strictly prohibited from killing the wild pigs that frequently damaged or destroyed their crop;

but the present ruler issued a proclamation, immediately after his installation, authorizing his

subjects to destroy all destructive animals found trespassing in their fields, villages, or near

their houses. He opened a civil hospital as well as four dispensaries for the benefit of his

subjects, all of which were measures in the right direction, and an earnest of more reforms to

follow all in good lime. He caused to be opened eighty-six schools, and a much-needed

technical school. These eighty-seven schools are attended by 2432 boys and 147 girls.

He raised a small infantry regiment, which has been properly drilled, and now they arc

a credit to the State. He erected public buildings, dug new canals, ami suppressed crime to a

very great extent, and did all he could to develop the resources of the State and make his

subjects happy and contented.
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II. II. Mir Mahon::d Hvsain Au Khan Talffk, C. S. I.

H. H. Mir Mahomed Husain Ali Khan Talpur, C. S. I.
The following. by Sirkar Faizasar Meer Sahib Meer Mahomed Nasir Khan, gives an account

of the conquest of Sind from Hie standpoint of a son of tile deposed Ameer. We give it very
nearly as translated from the Sindi. "We are not descended from the Baluchis, who are
described by Shali-Nmnah and other historians as wandering tribes of robbers, who belonged
to Kut'ch. lint from the Arabs of-Arabia. The Babiches originally belonged to Hull). This
proves our origin, ami from thousands of poems repeated by Baluches in their tongue, it can be
ascertained that, when it was reported that Hazrat Imam Husain left for Kurbulla, all of his
well-wishers mid followers left with him. but before they reached that place Hazrat Imam
Husain was slain. Yazid, who was the king at that lime, ordered all those who had assisted
Hazrat Imam Husain to be captured and their lands ami properties confiscated. The Baluchis,
being afraid of this cruel order, Bed and settled al Kaich Mekran. In the reign of Abdul Mulk.
son of Mardan, an army was prepared to conquer Sind, and Mahomed-bin-Kassitn was put in
command. Mir Mahomed-bin-Harron was the head of the tribe. His age, at that time, was
i io years, .still he was ordered to accompany Mahomcd-bin-Kassim to Sind, but on the way, he
died, at Las-Bello, and his grave is still to be seen there. It is said that he had fifty sons, of
whom only three came to Sind, all others being left at Kaich-Mckran. When the Kaloras rose
to power in Sind they introduced the feudal system and classes of lords and followers were
created. The Sirdars also joined them in this new system. The Baluchis joined, not because
they were of the same origin, as Mabommedans do not consider any tribe, excepting Syeds, who
are descended from their Prophet, to be of high origin. Many Syeds who are uneducated
became disciples of other religions. In short Mir Bujar Khan, Sahdor Khan, the latter of
whom was called “ Jatti-Sati,” i. e., the righteous, died in the time of Mian Nasir Mahomed.
Mir Shahedad Khan was a man of intellect, ability and good fortune. He always remained in
the company of Noor Mahomed Khan Kalora, and was held to lie a man of high reputation,
and he had great influence at Court. With a few Sirdars he attacked a fort in which thieves had
taken shelter and which the King was unable to capture, but their leader, knowing him at
once surrendered, and, on the promise of liberty, delivered over the keys of the fort to the
King as directed by the Mir Sahib. He then, according to the promise of the Mir Sahib,
returned all the lands he had conquered. On account of the services rendered, the Mir Sahib
gave him the taluka of Shah-dad-pur and its revenue, to which he would have been rightful
heir if the Government had not included it in Sind and taken it from him. In the time of
Mian Gulam-Shali, Mie Shahdad khan passed his time surrounded by great pomp, for the
Kaloras knew very well that their power depended solely on Shahdad Khan. The title “ Mir ”
was not granted by a king, but by Ameer Khoomro, who was the son of Abdul-Matlab My
ancestors were always called Ameers, as they were descended from Khoomro and they always
re-mamed heads of the tnbe. Then came Mahomed Sir Faraz Khan, of whom it was said that
he was fit to be a God’s minister, but still he was a coward. It is a fact that those who are
wnse are rarely braves but at present the English possess both these qualities. In short

S-r Faraz Khan treacherously kilied Mir Bahram Khan who was successor to
Shahdad Khan. He also killed a son of Mir Shahdad Khut ,,i,
„ , , n ,a‘l Khan "“o was my great grandfather
He bought to strengthen his rule thereby, but wisdom is hopeless before the Divine Wil), and
all his plans failed, and he was taken nritoner hv i,; . i z. rMian Ab.hH Nahi Khan, with the si £,« , M IZ Kb l”’8"' A“’

brother. Gulam NWKhan, but the Kntora. U,e thrO,,C “f
.......on life.....re than that ofa pulwaZ gsT “
r„.e ... power generaBy ... ...... led a numbed p“aTl.oZ , ”LSlOr)' ’h0CT“

Nabi proved ungrateful to Mir Buraj Khan and. being unable to 'kill hi,7”S' “U',AbdU1
M io kin him, sought assistance



from the Raja of Jodhpur, to whom he gave fmarkote ami the adjoining lands .uni. with his
xss,stance, accompanied his destgns. The Raja sent his ambassadors who declared that they
had come to font, alliance with the King, I,at i„ realityitw.es to murder Ute Ameer, whom
they treacherously assassinated. Abdul Nabi Khan Kalora did net care al,,.ut die Ameers, arid
killed Mir Fateh Khan Malkani and Mir Abdula. He invited them in a feast where he opvt.lv
declared that he, himself, had come to feast with them, ami on the ensuing day he slaughtered
them. 11ns was no new thing, but a common habit of the Kaloras. They never kept their
word. Mian Mahomed Sir Faraz Khan once gave security to mv grandfather, which I have
still in my possession, but eight days afterwards he killed my relative. My other relatives then
came to know that the Kaloras did not behave like lords to their followers, but were very-
oppressive. My great grandfather therefore opposed Mian Abdul Nabi. At the time of bis
first open opposition, when asked by the people, he said, it would be belter for him to die as a
warrior in the battlefield than to be rnurdcrt-d in cold blood by the Kaloras. My ancestors bad
no intention of conquering the land, for they knew that they could neither match the Kaloras,
nor protect themselves against their tyranny. The tribe did not like to suffer wrongs any
longer, and, believing success to be in God's hands, they took up arms, but were unsuccessful
in every battle. At last Mian Gillam Nabi Kalora, feeling helpless, sought assistance from the
rulers of Kabul. Ahmedsbah and Tamurshah came to oppose the Ameer, but all in vain. The
Afghans had to retreat and were compelled to surrender, and beg for pardon. Some imagine
that the Ameers had to pay tribute to the Afghans, but this is wrong, still my relations used
to buy them off.

“ Once a European gentleman asked me if we had to pay any tribute to tile Afghans. 1
replied ‘If the Afghans had been powerful enough to exact tribute from us, we could not have
conquered the rich district of Shikarpur from them.' Sarkar Ali Mutlali Mir Fateh Ally Khan
passed ten years at war, ami ruled with great pomp over Sind for twenty-one years. Aller his
death, his brother succeeded him. ami rose to such power that lie conquered Ilhnw.dpur ami
Ahmeilpur from Dadpata, ami imprisoned his father in the fort of Sind for eleven months.
He then annexed Kote, Subzul and many other places, till bis annual revenue amounted to one
lakh of rupees a year. He returned Taj-llakshi to Mahomed Sadik Khan Kalora and released
his son from prison ami gave him a Khil.it. or robe of honor. He made a treaty with Mahomeil
Sadik Khan, who promised to pay him tz.ooo Rupees a year. The paper on which this treaty
was drawn was with my father when he went on a tour to Calcutta, but now it is with some one
else. Physically he was very strong. Once a lion, which had killed nine men, jumped upon
the turban of Mir Sahih, but, having thrown his rille on the ground, lie gave Hie lion a blow
on the head with his sword. The lion raised his paw ami the nails of the paw were cut off.
1 have been shown these nails by my father. The sword was with my nephew, Mir Abdul
Hoosain Khau, ami I took it from him. ami thinking it to be magical, I still h ive it After
Mir Gulam Ally Khan, Sarkar Azmahdar; Ally Mootali; Mir Kar.im-Ali-Kh.m, my grandfather.
and Sarkar Jahandar Mir Moorad Ali Khan ruled conjointly. They captured fmarkote. which
had been given away by Mian Gulam Nabi Kdlora to the Raja of Jodhpur. The Raja opposed
them, but after a terrible fight he had to withdraw from the field.

■■ I was bom in the reign of my grandfather. Mir Mor.id-Ali-Khatt. in 1S25 IHijri 1240! ami
up to 1Z5O (Hijri) I remained with my grandfather, Meer Murad-Ali-Kltan, ami used to hunt
with him. In the time of my father. Colonel Pattingern. the then Political Agent, was suc­
ceeded by Mr. Outram. Mr. Outran! went to Ilombay ami Sir Charles Napier was appointed
Politic 11 Agent for Sind, and resided at Sukkar instead of Hyderabad. He drew up a treat;.
the conditu .is of which were ven severe, and it was sent to Hyderabad with Mr. Stanley. The
conditions were crael. ami tin-Ameers knew that if they signed it they would Wall their 

power, ami if they refused, they would subject them. Jx>..-I ■> Sir C: , N.
lx< they sent Vakils to Napier, at Sukkar, fully in--true tt d to ace.t*. tb. . <
manded. Sir Charles Napier did not settle the matter, but kid th ... * • : ■ > 1
to Colonel Outram who had returned from Bombay. We could w.Lt....In. . ■ . 
he said that he would also send Rustam’s cx-.e to Mr. Out ram for tn . L-. th: -
put off, for he could have decided Rustam’-, e.aie at Sukkar and lb.. :> .
openly declared that Government hail sent him to make peace with the An:.
Litivcs returned from Sukkar and Mir RmLini Khan also cam- to 11. .i . .. 11.
came with six or seven other European gentlemen to myfatl:.;'. him /. . 1
of Hyderabad and Kharupur were present; and the treaty wa . ; .1 1 •
case was not decided. Mr. Outram took, the treaty with him. i i • . : v.hic’i . :... 
sent to Napier, but Napier soon arrived with a large force nnd ammuint: ... . . . ..
Mr. Outram wxs asked why Napier h.vl come witli i nch a Lir.. ,-force xyh.-n-J:.
signed. He replied that if Napier intended to come, he xtiuld come r.nh hi ..
would be dangerous to the Meers, should he bring an nnuy with him. Oik-mgl-.t -..A ; 11..
Salieb was at a feast an European gentleman, who w.»- •■ent by Mr. Uutrini. cam? ... <1 .
side the door. He said he was going to check Napier's pr< gre-..i:l . hid Mir S
panyhim. The Mir Sahib at once left the feast, but the nun of the Anin r. -..1. .... '. J .
European gentleman, c.nne back and -aid that Napier w is coming v.ith hi. VI:
Ameer Saheb found that Napier culti not be chccki d, he entrus’.id I'm ,:i .
went personally to Napier. It was reported that Ilayatklun 1: i.i 1;.. i 1 .: .. . . .1; .
men, by Sir Charles Napier on the way. The E.duehe> v.vrc griw-.d i-ur Ru-t in . _.
were quite certain that Napier wouhl behave in the xime way with c\cry •me i.. tl: .
made an attack on Outram’s Bungalow. Although tiny were wiou . in dorn.; • a::
of right conscience would judge that, if Napier had not capt.t.-d Hay atkh ::i. •:. • ?.d..;'. .
would not have been sumach agitated and would nd have a'.t.uki ; Cob ::.l
then th..- English Ambassador. Notwithstanding all this, the \nnvr Sil:.’- ... b.< <1 ■
and gave up his intention of fighting lie icuiainvd for three < i lour d.n - . A: .1
would come and m ike peace with him. but alter that both ::di . pui I for r

“The Ameer Sahib saw two European hor'-emvne mi ng. im.i th u fnt they .
message of peace, so he ordered his people rat to fir. at them. Im’. h.idc .
spies, and when they went b ick to their camp t'.ic linng cciiitn. tw vd Tb. .. ---
to die, met tlieir death, and when the Ikiluchvs were unable to !.•<;• the Er I
Mir Sahib was left only with the following- Mir Rustam Kliin; Mir ‘1 ■'
son of Mir Rustam; Mahomed Hoosain Shah Vm:. Mir/1 KI:- • ■ \‘.!'i .. i 11
Mahomed Bin-Iahir and Alli-As-Gar. who wa . of 1‘ti i.m on ,;a. but  ■ . .
I saw sliots in the carnage saddle ami clothes of the Mir S hib m. . . .
saucer iu the Anievr Sahib’s coat. When I a -.Led th Am.. r S ib'• A '.’.i t. '. i ; . f. .
co.it was torn, but a side of the coat liad turmd dark, I iw th./. • • a , ... '.
Mir Sahib was standing very m. ar and the j ople. who w^ie 1 -d. him, • . .
Mir Sahib Hun went to the fort «•! llxd. i ll. .d. wb. i. I., t .: l’... - J : l i ’
went to Sir Cliarks Napier, who t<dd him to g.» 1 ind ... .: th > ’ . .
wliichhecxpvctexlv.ilhinfortyd.lv-. The Amir habab li 1: •" : i: ' • •
for two or three dax-• when Sir Charles Napier c mi. a h: » .m- . . -i .
Sahib’s g-mkn Sir Charles Napier then d. !•■. i the Am i S dnb t-> h>
asked bun to give them a man to point out platv. <f ,m.. I 11. il . ' : .
guard them and r. t to admit military men to the t-.-.i Mu -bi . • J ..
showvil them the whole fort. In the month oi April mx br !h ; a: • :u

realityitw.es
opvt.lv
Khil.it


• • lurk; h horsemen. were Liken to Mir Saheb, and, in the morning. we were pul on Ixxird a
. . r. ..nd ;.:ri; cd at Bombay after seven days. Mir Sahib was given a lodging in the Bunga-

. cf Gov at Valkeshwar. At that time Sir George Arthur was the Governor of
2 . ::.L . ...id lie v.._. a wry good man and showered many favors upon us. Then, owing to
; _. lir S_kib was removed to Poona and then to Samur, where he wasgiven Baji Rao’s
. ? 1 • to live in. We remained for one year there and after that we were invited by Lord
EL’..to Calcutta. By the time we reached Calcutta, Lord Barrings had been appointed
in cc of Lord Ellenborongh. A year after this Mir Saheb departed this life, though he
had no apparent diseue, and on the very day of his death he went for a walk, and, even up to
the 2.1:1 he had a rotary in his hand. Lord Hardings was succeeded by Lord Dalhousie, who
• dll. 1 a. to return to Sind, but as we were deprived of all our freedom like a bird deprived
<.f ?. . i. -• gave up our intention of returning to our native place, as wc thought it better
t ■ i.our uhruad than to come and lead a miserable life in Sind, where our ancestors bad

1. ili.1 Mir HuAli Khan, my uncle’s younger son, was invited, by his mother, to Sind. I
d:f-p’.t.i cd to come back as, of all the Ameers, I was the only one left, but I was forced to

cmx I I. z-i.-.1 for full ckv t-n years in the jungle of the Sunderbans. It i> such a horrible jungle
L’_1 no cue dart-.-, to enter it during the day time, on account of the lions, but I, being very fond
of iiuntxrg. :i. c 1 to go there, even at night. I killed about eight hundred cheetahs and twenty-
f ur 1; •asandthr.crhinoceru-i.-. I remained fora year in Sind and then went to Bombay,
••••?. .:c Sir Pirtle Frere was Governor. I h id never seen such a good man before, and I think I

not .a a man in future. I remained for two years in the vicinity of Poona, where I
l-.ii.. 1 a’. out siaty cobras. After that I returned to Sind where I still hunt deer and ghuds (wild
<k-.r I have l.i’.?. i deer with horns fifty inches long. I killed a long horned ghud w hich was
th. larr.-.i ever kiib.d by any one. Now. under the patronage of the Government, I am con­
's-:: L 1 with luck, and t .. . my days very happily. I thank God, who has kept me in such
.. i:igh p i'.’.jH. and pray fur the longevity and progress of the Government. But, when I
rcmi-ml .rmy .. my relations, friends cousins and brothers, I feel very dejected and dislike
u. L..’ ::: U-fureme. Although I did not rule over people, yet I ruled over my

r . kings Now I conclude this history with a few words of the Mir Sahib’s,
L.: .. -j r . : < b. wrr.L-n m gulden letters. When he was asked if the English conquered

? r. ! ‘.r im m. lie r.t lu 1 *1 was a wcll-v.i her of the English and was a friend of theirs. I
■ . -f ’-.bully to the intentions and wishes of the Government. I crushed all my

L;/. no git •-•udeat king w.iuld have done. No one had the power to snatch
- -• - try fr* :n my hand but He . n.itched it from me. even He who hid be-towed it

-■ - . 1'■ .r;e Will must be carried out Indeed, v.h.it can I do Ix-fore the Creator’s
'--i : id G 4 »■ proved of.’ I copied the ab <vc from the Mir Salieb’s Ixxik.

” -... ai.-...y. uddre- d by their title ■, and nobody ever dure 1 to call them by
Mir Fattvh Ally Khan was called by the title of Sirdar Alli Muttallec.

•“ Gid.-.m Aliklimi «»y the- .urn-title. Meer Sahib Kamially Kh.iti was called by
- - - - - .-7 .r. M< er Mabotmd Nasir Khan was called by the nameof Sarkare Fair

- -....................called Satkarv-Jehand it. and I was called Sirkar Rukedhar.”

Maharana Shri Jitsinhji Khumansinhji. Thakore
Saheb of Mandwa.

HE State of which the subject of this sketch is the Chief

is in Rewa Kantha, and is situated at the junction of the

rivers Narbada and Oor. Mandwa lies between the sacred

cities of Chandode and Karnali. The town is a favorite

place of pilgrimage for Hindus, thousands of people jour­

neying there for the purpose of bathing in the sacred rivers.

The climate of Mandwa is considered to be very healthy.

The Thakore Saheb is descended from Bahadur Pra-
thur.ij (well-known in Indian history) and is a pure Chuhon

Rajput. He was born on the thirty-first of August, 1876, and

was educated in the Raj Kumar College at Rajkote, after

which he loured India. He was installed on the gadi on the nineteenth of October, 1S96. He

still devotes much of his time to a continuation of his studies, looks well after the welfare of

his subjects, and, having a genial disposition, is very popular amongst all classes.

UJ)



Maharana Suri Jitsinhji KiiUMAXSINUJI. 1 iiakori-.
Sauer or Mandwa.

Sir Lawrence Jenkin*. Kt., Chief Justice u: I'

LAWRENCE JENKINS v. is appointed Cl.. - ' 1

in April. 1699, upon the lamentable death of Sir L .. . 11

Sir Laurence ia-comparatively a young f : ... L.rlh

dates Lick only to 1S5S, ami but i.i.-.Uen yt .. a . ■ .. .

since he tins called to the lUr. Having Lee:: < 1.: -.*.C.

tenhani College and Univ .r ily Calk.;-’, 0 k.- . c ..

to the Ear at Lincoln's Inn. after which l?_*  

Chancery liar. In \pril. 1 •..he v._. app 1 . , ’

the Calcutta High Court, and in the ’■.• rt j. ri< d •

during which he held office 111 !'<:>; d. he v. co? :dcr<d 1 •; .

him elf quite tin .•ablest of the jad„- on the lu rch. Initi.dly, I.

every one by his acquaintance with Indian law procedure, and the only- lutum to •/.. <.?..

vas the supposition th.it he had read up the neve -ary law <»n thv< ;■ ‘••a’. t ' 1 ’.L. .

.meh was his grasp of the -e (to him- mw subjects tli.it h«* ui.de it evident. fn lb 

daylh.il he sat in Court, that he j-os^^d r-mirkible i v.cr in live mg --a . 1 I m .. .

plishing such an object in the short time that must h i\e !... n .it Ins di •;. -a C d..;..?. d

regretted his depart tire, and for tn mx n •- im-. They n«-t only Io*t Un ir : ?’ ..

Mr. Justice and Mis. Jenkins h id ilone a giu.it d. 11 tocially to m ike hi'- < it in J

and had always been ready to tike a prominent part in any gaycltcs or amu .

forward.

The Calcutta Ear is proverbially a strong one, and tl: -rvimv ent:, d oi f...- ;■ .

Mr. Justice Jenkins w.i> spoken highly of by every member of the pr» . 1. t . v

course comforting news to llomlxiy, ami during the time that Sir I. a. . . • :

Jenkins w.is knighted by Ikr Majc4y the thKcn«l.mi .<• up m hi. ..; e • ’ 

llombay. the residents of that city have li id ampb-•*| pmtuuitici <1 u d: •? ’

from Calcutta h.i. b. .a their rnn’t in ibk gam. I .>th j.-.d’d div ;?.d. Ti '.

generally have a high admiration for Sir I. iwicr.. mambdd ab.diti<

ui.de
daylh.il


. . La'ARI.NLE JhNKIN.s, Kt.. C1IDJ JlSTK'l. OF BOMBAY. 1 hi. Late Sir Albert Sassoon, Bart., C. S. I



The Late S. D. Sassoon, Eso.

s

Mrs. S. I). Sxsm . .



The Sassoon Family.

HE founder of the Sassoon Family w.is David Sassoon,
Esquire. He came to India from the Persian Gulf
about the year 1826, and commenced business as
a merchant in Bombay*, in the same year, under
the name and style of David Sassoon & Co. In a 

} few years, by dint of assiduity and business ability,
his firm bec.une one of the largest not only* in
Bombay, but in the East. He was noted for his
charitable disposition and for the princely donations
made by him al various times. The European
General Hospital at Poona; the synagogues and
schools at Bombay and Poona; the reformatory and
the “Sassoon Mechanics Institute’' at Bombay, are
sufficient evidence of Mr. Sassoon's large-hearted-
ne.-s ami desire to relieve suffering and distress and
promote religion and education. He died in iS65,and

v the la*-.- Sir Allrert S issoon. Bart, C. I. E., whose portrait we present herewith, be-
» L.ad oft!. firm. Sir Alix rt resided in London, and was honored by the personal ac-
'i«! • ‘ ’ the he r apparent am! other members of the royal family. Sir Albert gave to

• • !gn:fa n: e.t ic-tr:.»n statue of Hi- Roy al Highness the Prince of Wales; an organ to
the- b ■•».! i. t<> be the finest in Bombay, as well as large donations toward the building of
*:a 1. • 'j.n.-tone Schoo! ami the Sailors’ Home. His son, Mr. lidward Sassoon, is married to

.ii .I.’- : «-f I: iron Gn-lav de Rothschild, of Paris. For a number of years the chief of the
1. •: .. lirxi. • Mv-r- Ih.vid Sa -oon ie Co. wa> Mr. Solomon David Sassoon, a younger

• *’; ■ «... Sir Albert. He w. an extremely popular and most unassuming man who took a
■! j. h.L'Il in the welfare of Bombay He was a member of the Port Trust; a director of

• L «.i 1! ,mb. • .al-’, w.i- twice nominate*! to a scat in the Bombay Legislative Council.
<'a 1.minted death, two year, ago, his jm-itiun as partner and chief of the Bombay firm

td • : by hi- widow. Mrs. S D. Sa -oon. who is an able and energetic business
In addition to the arduous duties connected with the management of the affairs of

I’; - m <4 Co thi. worthy lady has shown herself ever ready ami willing to devote
• ■' i m> -; y to dre-l-of charity or to any rau-e having for its object the amelioration

'•b-:: of th- ma- es of India. The members of the Royal Bombay Yacht Club
’ ■■■ ■■ h • tht special honor of giving her the entree of the club, the same as in her

1 . and s’k tint- tn joys the privilege ul being the only lady who can visit
club 1:; her own r:ghL

The Lath Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Bart, First Parser
Baronet.





I . Late Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Bart., First Parsee Baronet.

J...- : Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy was born at Bomkiy, on the 15th July. 17S3, and his
t it .-.nnean., were originally residents of Navsari, a town near Surat, in the Bombay
. . J-msetjee Jeejeebhoy did not have the educational advantages which the young

1 c-f I:: li . pc <ss to-day. and he appears to have had only a very slight acquaintance with
the English language.

When but sixteen years of age he lost both his parents, during the same year, and was
L-ft to fight his way in the world alone. Shortly afterwards he went to Calcutta to seek cm-
■ ■]. vmenl, haring only 120 rupees in his possession. After a sojourn in Calcutta of about
t-.reive months he returned to Bombay, and, with the very small sum of 1S0 rupees, began
tr . 1;.: ; ..ith Bengal and China. Success crowned his efforts, and he was soon able to command
tils? «»f Z35 >0. which he borrowed from his friends.

V. :th this capital at his command he entered into trading ventures with China, and made
a «>f journeys to that country. When returning from China on his fourth visit, the ship
a which lie* .:k 1 was attacked and captured by a French man-of-war, and Mr. Jamsetjee was

-n. a.-, a prisoner of war, to the Cajw of Good Hope, which was then a Dutch possession.
m r.iths at thi-. place, owing to the kindness of the British Consul and some English

I:.;-, he u'. tain cd a pa-.-age to Calcutta. After suffering many hardships and privations on the
'.ox-age he arrived safely, and from Calcutta he proceeded to Bombay, where he was received
with heart lilt joy by his relatives and friends, who had long since given him up for lost
De. pile his di.1 couraging experience. Mr. Jamsetjee made a fifth voyage to China, and on his
return in 17 he settle I down permanently in Bombay, and shortly afterwards, in conjunction
-.ith Mutich.md Amk-ch.md, Mahomed Hossein Rugay and Captain Robb, he purchased a
la'-ge hip. 1 G:_ speculation appears to have been very profitable. The partnership thus
c ?; 1 w continued for many years.

The history of tb.e commercial life of Mr. Jamsetjee from this period onward is one of
uninterruj led prosperity. In the year 1822, on the occasion of the marriage of his eldest son,
he • rid the debt* of a number of persons who had been imprisoned for debt, and obtained their
rck-. Tl.i- was the first occasion in which Mr. Jamsetjee came prominently before the public,

iro-u th; • time until the close of his long life, it is safe to say that there was no particular
movement tn India with which he was not intimately associated.

I: .aid ; _• imj able, in the limited space at our disposal, to give a detailed account of
> :r Jam.• Jeejeel hoy’s benefactions to the people of India, but we may be pardoned for
referring 1 few of the principal ones. A visitor to Bombay will notice on the tramcars and
earn for hire, the mystic sign, “J. J. Hospital.” I’pon inquiry he ascertains that
the J. J. Ib : ital i the Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Hospital, which takes its name from the fact that
th? u' . :t of our sketch contributed no less a sum than/"i6,500 towards its erection and
maintenance

The hospital i1- open to all native^ of India, irrespective of class, race, or creed.’
It •..;■! Tetr. ;:n fore’, eras a monument of the largc-heartedncss, humanity, and kindness of the
fir ’. of ,h • great Peabudys of the East. Fur the benefit of his own race, the Parsecs, Sir
J. 7.1 .0 - . ...- r.o it. .1 sum than .✓’113,380, and his total gifts to charities, educational and
ether : •. iniunrited to the vast sum of /‘rt 1,272.

In i''.::. Mr. Jam . -tjee had the honor of Knighthood conferred on him, ami he
ww. the 7 . .; .••.:! <?f many congratulatory addresses from the English and native population.

- . !’• m’ t! Sir Jamsetjee was presented, by her Majesty the Oueen, with a
bl ’ . of her Majesty’s appreciation of his unceasing efforts to relieve the

. people of India.
■ • uting held in Bombay in 1857, which was presided over by Lord Elphin-

• •’ >r of B Jtnb ;v, it u.. > decided that a statue of Sir Jamsetjee, to be paid
'• 1 I:, a 1. ‘ hould be placed in the Town Hall. The statue was obtained from

.1 prominent position in tile Town Hall. Sir Jamsetjee was created
. ‘ -ad tin first person, not an Englishman, to receive that high

d <>u the _,.ffh April. 1S59, mourned and regretted by all clus es of the
. ’ 1 d ’ 1 ;;jw him a military funeral, but owing to the Par-, c

- • d \ 1; I. The «!av of his funeral was ub»cr-.c<l as a day of mourmn’.’, by 

the people of Bombay, ami all the leading batiks ami business houses were closed, fair Jatusel-
jee left a widow, three sous, ami a daughter to inherit a private fortune amounting to nearly a
million sterling, as well os the far more glorious honor of his illustrious name.

Str Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Bart, J. P., Fourth and Present Baronet. Sheriff of
Bombay.

Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Bart, the fourth and present holder of the title, is the younger
brother of the late Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Bart. On the death of the latter on the eighteenth
of July. 189S, without a son and heir—his only son having died at Poona in 1893 at the age of
sixteen—the title passed, with the succession, according to the letters patent of the Baronetcy,
to his brother Mr. Cowasjee Cursetjee Jamsetjee, who was then an Assistant Collector of the
second grade in the Bombay Salt Department, and located at Mahim. Mr. Cowasjee was born
in Bombay on the second of November 1S52, and, with his elder brother, was educated
privately by Mr. W. H. Hamilton, .under the supervision of his father, the second Baronet.
He matriculated in 1871, and two years later passed the F. E. A. (now known as the Previous)
examination.

In 1S69, Mr. Cowasjee married a relative, Goolbai Rustomjee Ardesir Wadia, the present
Lady Jamsetjee, his wedding taking place on the same day that his elder brother was married,
viz., the seventh of February. In 1S79, two years after his father’s death, being desirous of
engaging in active life, Mr. Cowasjee enteretl Government service as Extra Assistant to the
Collector of Salt Revenue, in which department he served for nineteen years, leading meantime
a retired and unobtrusive private life. He had, however, always intrusted himself keenly in
the welfare of his own community, and was a trustee of the Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Charity
Fund, a member of the Committee of the Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Parsee Benevolent Institu­
tion, and a delegate of the Parsee Chief Matrimonial Court. In 1S94 he was unanimously
elected as a trustee of the Parsee Punc’nayet Charitable Funds. He was appointed a Justice of
the Peace many years ago.

After bis accession to the Baronetcy, the P.irsees. al a public meeting held in the Allblcss
Bang, unanimously elected Sir Jamsetjee as the recognized head mid leader of their community
in Bombay and elsewhere, in place of his deceased brother. He was also elected to the high
position of President of the Iloanl of Trustees of tile Parsee Puncliayet Funds. He has since
been elected president of several public institutions, and a member of the directorate of many
public bodies and joint-stock companies. He has frequently been called upon to preside at
public functions, and has associated himself with all movements for the promotion of Hie wel-
tare of the general community.

In December, 1S99, Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy was appointed Sheriff of Bombay for the
ensuing nmmc.pal year, an honor intensely gratifying to the Native communitv. He is also a
member of the Bombay Municipal Corporation, a Fellow of the Bombay University, mid the
recognized head of the Pansees. 7
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Sir Dinshaw Manockjee Petit, Bart.
The founder of the well-known Petit family removed from Surat to Bombay, where be

commenced business as an agent to the French vessels which frequented the jiort. He was
short of stature, and for this reason the French captains called him “petit,’'and this sobriquet,
after the Parsce custom, was adopted as the family-surname. Sir Di ns haw Manockjee Petit
Bart., was the first child of the late Manockjee Nusserwanjee Petit and of Bai Huinabai,
eldest daughter of Jeejeebhoy Dadabhoy Moogana. He was born on June 30, 1823, and is
now seventy-three years of age. In briefly sketching Sir Dinshaw’s career, we shall depend
on an interesting biography which appeared some time since in Guzeratee, and which we
are assured is accurate as to facts and dates. At the early age of nine years young Dinshaw
was sent to a school kept by a retired sergeant named Sykes. The Parsecs were at that time
just beginning to find honorable and profitable careers in commerce, and the education they
most desired for their children, and, perhaps the only education open to them, was entirely
commercial. On leaving Sykes’s school young Dinshaw spent a time at a finishing school
kept by Messrs. Mainwaring & Corbet, but his school days were over at seventeen. In the
year 1840. he began the struggle of life as a clerk on Rs. 15/ a mouth in the house of Messrs.
Diron. Richmond & Co., where his father not only held the post of managing clerk, but was
permitted to trade on his own account, through the firm, with England and China. Mr.
Richmond was one of the most enterprising and prominent Bombay merchants of the time.
His firm held much the same position as that afterwards attained by Messrs. Nicol & Co.
Young Dinshaw could not possibly have been under better instructors, while Mr. Manockjee,
his father, was able to look carefully after his commercial training. He worked his way
rapidly upward and iu a short time his pay was increased to Rs. looj a month, and he was
given, according to the custom of the times, the privilege of doing a little trade on his own
account, but under the auspices of the firm. Mr. Richmond severed his connection with the
old firm, and started in business as Richmond & Co. He took his enterprising assistant with
him to manage the business of obtaining consignments, collecting indents, and forwarding
them to Messrs. George Rennie & Co., his agents in England. In 1852,Mr. Richmond retired
from business, and his English agents, then known as Messrs. Rennie& Clover, of Liverpool,
started a Bombay house of their own under their old English title of Messrs. George
Rennie & Co. Sir Dinshaw was entrusted with the management of their general business, and
his father became their broker. Shortly after this, Mr. Manockjee became broker also to
Messrs. Sillar & Co., and Mr. Dinshaw also undertook the management of their business.
His younger brother. Nusserwanjee, had l>ecome the manager of Messrs. Biro in & Co., from
which Mr. Richmond had w ithdrawn. The father and the two sons were all keen men of 
business and as their interests lay in the same direction, and they were virtually working 
together, they decided to strengthen their position by going into partnership, under the 
name of Messrs. Manockjee Nusserwanjee, Sous & Co. The two brothers looked after their
father’* business in these three firms for the rest of his life, and for five years after his
death, which occurred on the twenty-first May, 1859. But in 1864, they separated by mutual
consent and shared between them the original fortune of twenty-four lacs of rupees left by
their father, and the very large additions made to it by their united thrift mid energy.
From that time Sir Dinshaw was identified with the cotton industry in Bombay, of which he
was the pioneer. Long before he separated from his brother he had devoted himself with
rare tact and ability to an experiment which has done more than anything else for the pros­
perity of Bombay. Before, however, we describe the part he took in giving Bombay a new
industry, we must allude to the marvelous prosperity that came to Western India from the
blockade of the American cotton ports. The local commodity rose to fabulous prices, and (7o)

Sir Dinshaw’s knowledge and forethought enabled him to add immensely to his fortune.
Many merchants, both European and native, were intoxicated with the flood of wealth that
appeared to flow into Bombay. Sir Dinshaw was one of the few cool-headed men who did
not get fluttered, but confined himself to his legitimate business. When General Grant
deprived Lee of his sword he not only crushed the Southern Confederacy, but ruined half
Bombay as well. Nearly ever)- business house in the city tottered and very- many collapsed
altogether. Ruin stared the merchants of the city in the face, and few’, besides Sir Dinshaw,
escaped Scot free. During the crisis, however, he sacrificed nearly thirty lakhs of rupees in
trying to save the credit of his friends, who were not so wise as himself. We must now­
notice the cotton industry which Sir Dinshaw- had been instrumental in building up. The
first cotton mill started in Bombay was founded by Mr. Cowasjee Nanabhoy Davur, but it
spun yam only. Sir Dinshaw at once saw his opportunity. In 1855 he induced his father,
Sir. Manockjee, to erect a similar mill, but with additional machinery for weaving cloth.
The efficient manner in which the Oriental Spinning and Weaving Mill, as it was called, was
worked, induced other capitalists to follow suit, and laid the foundation of what has now
become the most important industry in Western India. In all other industries introduced
into India from Europe, the pioneers have invariably been Englishmen, and the capital has
been found at home. The cotton manufacturing industry is, on the contrary, entirely native,
and in the main Parsec. The profits made by the Oriental Spinning and Weaving Mill were
so large that the year after his father died Sir Dinshaw prepared to erect another mill, and
admitted his brother, Mr. Nusserwanjee, and Mr. Merwanjce Framjee Panday, as partners in
the concern, which was to have been called the Manockjee Petit Spinning and Weaving
Mill. A number of other influential men were, however, anxious to have a share in the
speculation and eventually the mill was converted into a joint-stock concern in the name of
the Manockjee Petit Spinning and Weaving Company, with a capital of Rs. 25,00,000
divided into 2500 shares of Rs. 1000 each. The company was subsequently reorganized under
the name of Manockjee Petit Manufacturing Company, by which name it is still known.
The capital of the company is, at present, Rs. 36,00.000. The good return which the Man­
ockjee Petit Manufacturing Company yielded its shareholders proved Sir Dinshaw’s wisdom
in investing his money in the development of local industry. He extended his operations
in this line until he became the chief shareholder in the following mills, and their agent:

Spindle*.
The Manockjee Petit Mill,.................................................. 61,248
“ Dinshaw Petit Mill,......................................................51,720
“ Mazagon Mill.............................................................. 30.096
" Victoria Mill................................................................... 19,414
“ Framjee Petit Mill........................................................ Mi384
“ Gordon Mills, now known as Bomanjee Petit Mills, 21,too

Looms.
II80
800
360

500
800

By investing a large share of his fortune in the rising industry which he virtually
inaugurated, Sir Dinshaw not only got a princely return for his money, but he has been the
means of affording employment to some-ten or eleven thousand people.

He followed the industry up in all its branches, and in the Manockjee Petit Mill he
introduced the manufacture of hosiery, damask and other fancy goods, as well as of sewing
thread. It is mainly due to Sir Dinshaw’s enterprise that Bombay has earned the title of
the “Manchester of the Hast” He has also opened a factory at Mahim, where yarns are
dyed Turkey-red. green, yellow and other colors equal to any produced in England. Owing
to his vast experience in commercial and financial matters. Sir Dinshaw’s services have
always been in great public request He was a director of the Bank of Bombay and of the
Bombay Fire Insurance Company. He is a trustee of the Sir Jmnseljee Jeejeebhoy Paraee 



Punchayet Fund, a member of the Persian Zoroastrian Amelioration Fund Committee, a
leading member of the Royal Asiatic Society, the Sassoon Mechanics' Institute and the Sir
Janisetjce Jeejeebhoy Parsec Benevolent Institution. He is, of course, a Justice of the Peace
and a Fellow of the University of Bombay. In November, 1886, the Govemmeut of Lord
Reay conferred upon him the Shrievalty of Bombay, and during Ute jubilee rejoicings Her
Majesty was pleased to mark Iler gracious recognition of his long career of public usefulness
by creating him a knight. In 1886, Sir Dinshaw was nominated a member of the Supreme
Legislative Council of Ute Governor-General of India, and in Muy, 1890. Her Majesty the
Queen was further pleased to bestow a baronetcy on him. As in Ute case of many great
manufacturers and merchant princes at home, there is a benevolent as well as a business side
to Sir Dinsbaw's character. He has necessarily a considerable amount of patronage, and
this is carefully awarded for the most part to those who have seen better days. He keeps a
register in his office, in which he enters the names of all who apply to him for assistance,
together with their special qualifications, and when their turn comes they are given employ­
ment He supplies regular pensions to many who suffered in the Share Mania, and he is
always zealous and munificent where the Zoroxstrian religion is concerned. Needy students
find a ready patron in him, and lie lias done much to support vernacular literature by Liking.
for distribution among his employes, large numbers of copies of any works of real merit
We are informed, on information that may be accepted xs trustworthy, Unit he gives away
yearly between Rs. 35,000 to Rs. 30,000 where it will do the most good. The list of his
charities, which is a very formidable one, shows tile magnificent total of twenty-three lacs
of rupees, Hie mute eloquence of which points to the large-hearted generosity of the man,
and puts to shame the millionaires of other lauds who hoard their wealth, instead of doing
good with it in their lifetime. If the rich men of America am! England would but follow
Sir Dinsbaw’s example, extreme poverty would be banished from among deserving poor
people, and human suffering would be reduced to a minimum. Europeans and natives vie
with each other in doing honor to Sir Dinshaw, the "Grand Ohl Man" of the Parsecs, who
is loved by his personal friends and employes, mid highly esteemed by not only Bombay,

but all India.

Lady Sakerbai Dinshaw Manockjee Petit.

The memory of this well-known lady will long remain green on account of her manifold
virtues more especially on account of the benevolence she bestowed on the i>o..r and the needy.

She wxs bon. on Un- twenty-seventh of January. 1827, ami inherited pure Iranian blood. Lady
S .kerlni was married on the twenty-seventh of February, l«37 (corresponding with the first
day of the sixth month in the Yezdezerdi year .206), when only ten year, old. to Mr. (now
Sir) Dinshaw Manockjee Petit, her senior by four yearn. This early marriage was in accord-
rn.ee with the then prevailing custom of the Parser mid. its is well known, proved eminently
happy and fortunate, the worthy |»ir having lived in conjugal bliss for upward, of half a 

century. It is a notable coincidence that their golden wedding was .synchronous with the
jubilee of Her Majesty on the sixteenth of February. iSt>7, when all India rejoiced in hearty
demonstrations of loyalty lu the throne, anil on which day the honor of knightlx**! wa*
conferred on Sir Dinshaw. Lady Sakerbai’s shrewd common sense made her cmincul'.v
useful to her husband, who sought after and acted on her valuable advice. Iler faith in her
religion was steadfast, and her piety and devotion were unmistakable. leading her u» an act ive
part in all religious undertakings and in deeds of chanty. Every year, as reguLirlv as Sir
Dinshaw’s birthday came round, she used, in company with her tUughtcts. to visit the
various fire-temples of Bombay anil elsewhere, and present each of them in turn with a
complete set of censers costing 400 rupees, some forty sets having thus been utitm! tn ihr
local and up-country fire-temples during her lifetime. The Zoroastrians of Persia, xs
belonging to the land of her mother’s birth, came in fur a large shore of her charities «md
by monetary assistance in other ways she evinced a keen interest in the amelioration uf their
condition. “The Sakcrbai’s Hospital for Animals,*’ among many ether useful imiitutior.x
is a standing monument of her never-failing desire to u.*e her large resources to the
possible advantage, and it is nut difficult to trace her guiding hand in Sir Dinshaw S large-
hearted and princely charities, amounting to the close of her valuable life, to ..*» .»> <xj»>
rupees. But largely os the public institutions founded by the worthy pair claimed her atten­
tion and fostering care, she wxs also ever alive to the pilcuus call of the needy and indigent,
and numerous are the private families that have been benefited by her gifts of iwnn ami
clothes. Unostentatious and singularly free from the vanity and pride which ricltc* lou^'.iv’i
beget, she gave a ready car to tile tale of woe from whichever quarter it came, and the pswt
and humblest always found in her a patient listener, ready to sympathize and -wsist Her
husband’s constant companion, she accompanied him to Calcutta «m the two occasion* oh

which he went over to take his scat in the Viceregal Council. Her Ix-t journey from bume
was to Vdwada, whither she went to take part in an undertaking suited tv her rHigiou*.
frame of mind, namely, the foundation ceremony of a new building for ndigtvx, par»x.-o.
which was about to be erected al Sir Dinshaw’s expense on 1 spacious plot of ground adjacent
to the ancient fire-temple of lh.it place. The ceremony, however. had t»> he ahandoovtl.
owing to her indisposition and consequent speedy return to Bombay, where. on the fifth
of March, 1890, she breathed her lost. The profound sorrow caused by her denth was net
confined to the Large circle of her relatives, but spread far and wide, and wa* >harad not
only- by the entire I’arscc community, but large number* of people of other n.uumuI iv.cw
both in Bombay and in the Mufussil. To the p»Mir families supported by the deceased iady *
charity her less was a calamity—-letter* and mvwMges of condolence to the bereaved : uuilv
poured in from all part* of the country. Lord Reay. the then Gownnir ot IkiuP ..y 1.- rd
Landsdowne, the Viceroy, mid the Duke of Connaught. alw» exprvewd lbw -viuyaCn.
The blow was a sad one to Sir Dimdiaw I’ctit, ami the joy eon»vqu«nt on his devatb t.» 4
baronetcy a fortnight later wx* largely tinged with the mtlauchoh rcrtix lions th.i tin* ».
pantun uf his earlier and his riper year*, ami the cun-Unt *hanr of his juys ami ** -row*
not living to hear of the crowning incident in het hudsiud s wuvwaful carver
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Sir Cowasjee Jehanghier, Kt., C. S. I.

Tile: late Sir Cowasjee Jehanghier was born in Bombay on May 24, 1824, in a house in
DadyXtt. "h,Ch ' bd°ngC‘1 to his ““Uirnal grandfather, the great merchant.

Sir Cowasjee’s ancestors came from Nowsaree to Bombay in the eighteenth century and
they practically were the founders of the trade between India and China which laid the
foundations of the prosperity of the Parsee community.

Sir Cowasjee acquired a slight knowledge of English at a school kept by Sergeant Sykes.
At this time the Parsecs were almost exclusively devoted to commercial pursuits and, conse­
quent!} , the only object of education was to fit them for a business career. Fortunately for the
future knight his mother, Meherbai, was a lady of much force of character and possessed of a
large amount of common sense and a wide knowledge of the world.

When fifteen years of age, Sir Cowasjee entered the employ of Messrs. Duncan Gibb &
Co., as a godown keeper and, after acquiring some experience in that employ, he transferred
his service to Messrs. Cardwell, Parsons & Co., and after some years tn that employ to Messrs.
Gray & Co. We cannot do better than quote from the well known and able work on the life
of Sir Cowasjee by his son and heir, the present Sir Cowasjee Jehanghier: “The probationary
period of bis commercial career lasted from his fifteenth to his twenty-fifth year and, in 1837,
he was appointed guarantee broker to two European firms.”

At the time of the opening of China to trade which followed the war of i&joandthe
treaty of Nankin, the Parsees were the principal shipowners and shipbuilders of Bombay, and
for the next twenty years they retained in their hands what was practically a monopoly of the
China trade with Western India.

The introduction of steam vessels raised up formidable competitors in the shape of
English capitalists, and Parsee enterprise was diverted in the direction of the great cotton
industry upon which now mainly rests the prosperity of the Bombay Presidency. It is impossible
to give a full account of Sir Cowasjee’s business life and we feel certain that our readers would
prefer that we should give a short history’ of his public life.

The first public position held by Sir Cowasjee was that of a Justice of the Peace, an office
which, in all the great cities of the empire, is one of influence and responsibility. Shortly
after this dignity being conferred upon him, he became a member of the Board of Conservancy
and, in i860, he was appointed Commissioner of Income Tax and discharged the difficult duties
of the office alike to the satisfaction of Government and the public

Sir Cowasjee was next offered a seat on the Bombay Legislature Council, but before his
appointment was confirmed lie was stmek down by the grave malady which confined him to
his house for the remainder of his life and thus effectually prevented him taking any active part
in public life. In spite of this fact he continued to control his vast business affairs and it
appeared to increase liis desire to benefit his fellow men. ... ...

In May 1871 he was created a companion of the Star of India, and 111 June, 1872, he was
created Knight Bachelor. In response to an address of congratulation on his bemg kmghte.1
Sir Cowasjee said “that he prayed that so long as the name of Readymoney may exist it
shall always be found associated with loyally and philanthropy.” ..

As a philanthropist. Sir Cowasjee first came before the public of Ung and bj present k
the sum <>f Z200 to the London Fever Hospital, in honor of the recovery of the I nnre of ales

from ^^^Xcount of Sir Cowasjee’s donations to various o^U wouM «™py

more space than is at our disposal but n.'|i, towa.d which Sir Cowasjee
Hospital at Surat; the Str Cowasjee Jehnnj.nerU r e ■ . ,
contributed Rs. too,000; the Poona Engineering Coll ge li e w in .
 • T t t- T',... TTM-niinl ftliis latter institution cost the Honor iuuCowasjee Jehanghier Eye. p ■ ( College (Rs. 200.000); the Financial Associa-

Cowasjee Jehanghier Building of the I. . h c n?,k.r.,b.uI sin,t
t.on of India and China (Rs. 200,000), . • •;lller institutions and dispensaries and
In addition to the foregoing SirCowasJ« u, (bv public. receded the vast
the amount given away by him m ins mci 

sum of Rs. 14.00.000, or, in sterling, over /150.000. Sir Cowa..;.in 1T:: - : t :hJ .
vast sum, gave large sums of which the public knew nothing. It may -.:hiy ■
deserving poor person ever applied to him in vain for .. .i-.Li::ceor rvl. .’

Sir Cowasjee died in July, 1.87s, having Ixrcn confir.nl to 1.. boa . f  ■ ..
with rheumatic gout.

Of him it may be said that he wxs one of the first natives of Ind: . wl > r... .
possessor of great wealth is, after all, only a trustee of it for his full . 1::. :> h. . ....
the first of those native gentlemen whose names will go down to reim.’.c ■ . ..
catholic-minded and benevolent citizen of the great city of Bomba'.

Sir Jehanghier Cowasjee Jehanghier, kt.

Sir Jehanghier was burn at Bombay in t§52and is the grand er. f Mr. 7-h::: •
hier Readymoney, the eblest brother of the late Sir Cowa^e JchangLicr, Kt. C i L..
gentleman, having no children, adopted the subject of oursketch ami. t •, the .... . 1 ..
Cowasjee, in 1S7S, left the bulk of his property to Sir Jehanghier

Sir J. C. Jehanghier was educated at the Bombay l'n>j.ri'.lm ir’.'i
qucntly at the Elphinstone College. He visited England ami th- Continent 1. .-th. . :
in iS&fand again in iSSS, 1S93 and 1S95. and on the occa.sun ef hi-- la . w. it I: . I t’.i . !
beingcreateil a Knight Bachelor of the Unite 1 Kingdom. He 1: .d tb.e ’.nrao; •. r... ..>■ .
order of Knighthood direct from Her Majesty’s hands. A:- mg 11 :: hi. d « :i
day were such distinguished men as Sir Henry Irving. Sir Walter I\ ant ind Sir V.
Howard Russell, the great war correspondent. On Sir Jeh in,;h.ei*s ru’.uni t ' E.
the end of 1S95, he and his charming wife received a mo.t cord: d v.c’.c.nne!: : 1 all ch
English and native society. He was entertained at a banquet ;-hr J..::;.
Jeejeebhoy, Bart., C. S. 1.. presided, and which was attended by Sir C!urie< I* :n Kt. .
Justice of Bombay, the Honorable H. M. Birdwoud. I. C S , and all ’./ • I'm -c i :1.
High Court; Dr. Pollen, Collector of Bombay, and other h 2'ii::g p : .t , :h. .

Sir Jehanghier, on this occasion, in replying to the to.’.-t of hl> he :?2i ■ 1! .:
proposed by the Chairman, said :

“ Gentlemen, you must not expect me to make a speech f. r I am n : .. h. . . ■: • .
politician, yet I yield to none in niy loyalty to the Brilidi Crown. : r I th. :■ .. .‘.:l
ciale the blessings which we enjoy under British rule and I have wry ::: , faith th.
of justice of the British Government and the British Nat> n.“

During Sir Jehanghivr’s visit to England he donated the >iun oi .< • :l.e
erection of the Rcadytnoncy wing of the Impvri d In iilutc and id the hi m < f 1 . . . • -
at the opening, by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Herschel!, who, in hi •; . . h . .: the •
alluded to Mr. Jehanghier’.s magnificent gift.

The Lcridcn Daily Arar of June 3, i‘s5, in its report if thv ; c. ..
says: “ All ews were lurnetl on tlie beautiful pieturv<<]Ui'figare of an In>h •
panied Lady Hcrschcll. The stranger wore 11 garment of jak gn . th:.' h .... .
with gobi ornaments forming hcadcovering, .•’haul .‘.nd -k::l. Her ’ . b.w o. I
with a flower pattern of d.ukcr blue could only b. i .nnn . .md then the . .
large diamond ear-rings. << tly bracelets, ami great iliamcuii .In . :h ■ I • . .
other ladies with admir tlnm She ua. an Ea: tern K.nitv of the h. ’. ■ h
petvd that she was an Ind: in princc.es They wen mtAai.eu. but <!a ■ .
importance, for her husband, Mr. J. Cowajee Jihan.jhii. i < i B mbiv. . : .• : •
means of which the new hall had been built ami th.-e- rn t. m :. :a i .• . .. I

Sir Jehanghier man nd thv ladv referred to :n r •. She she ... :
Ardasliier Honnusji Wailia, Esq., of Lov.jcv Ca tie, a and h. ’
daughters.

confir.nl
princc.es


The Late Sir Mungaldas Nathubhoy, Kt., C. S. 1.
Sir Mungald-_T was the bead of the Kapol Banin Caste of Bombay and local repre­

sentative of the Hindu community in all public matters and the first Hindu of Bombay to
be knighted by Her Majesty the Queen. His ancestors arrived in Bombay some fifty years
after the English took possession of the island. They came from Ghogla, a village in the
Island of Div in Kathiawar, and the family acquired vast wealth as the city prospered. Sir
Mungaldas’ grandfather is still remembered in local traditions, as a distinguished Bombay
Sett, and his father. Sett Nathoobhoy Ramdas, left a fortune in landed estates and houses.
Sir Mungaldas was bom on October 15, 1832. He studied English at Mr. Mainwaring’s
school, after which he engaged a private tutor and took lessons during his leisure hours. At
the agi of eighteen he received his paternal estates from his guardians, and managed them so
well that he became one of the largest land-owners in Bombay before his death. He
abstained from speculating in shares and cotton, and built up his fortune by good manage­
ment. He soon became known as a Hindu reformer of an entirely new school at the time.
When but twenty years of age he assisted in establishing the Hindu Girls’ School in Bombay,
founded under the patronage of the Students' Literary and Scientific Society. He became a
member of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, and of the Geographical Society.
He was a Justice of the Peace, and a commissioner of income tax. In 1S63, he founded a
Traveling Fellowship for Hindu Graduates in the University of Bombay. He founded a
charitable dispensary at Kalya n, and built a separate ward for helpless Hindu women in the
David S— uoa Infirm Asylum at Poona. In 1S66, he was appointed a member of the Legis­
lative Council of Bombay, and re-elected three times in succession—a very unusual honor.
He was compelled to resign, owing to bad health, in 1874. Government recognized his
services in the following words, in a letter to Sir Mungaldas: “Government cannot allow
yottr prolonged connection with the Legislative Council to come to a close without expressing
the strong sense it entertains of the attention to business and devotion to the interests of the
public by which your career has been strongly marked.'' In 1867, he revived the Bombay
Association, which was then in a dormant state, and was appointed president of that political
body. On the first of May, 1872, His Excellency Sir Seymour Fitzgerald, at that time Governor
of Bombay, presented Sir Mungaldas with the insignia of the Most Exalted Order of the Star
of India at Government House, Parcll. In presenting the insignia. His Excellency spoke as
follows:

“Mr. Mungaldas—When I received Her Majesty’s commission to recommend to her
i uch gentlemen as I thought were deserving of the honor of becoming Companions of the
Order ol the Star of India, it was with the greatest satisfaction that I submitted your name
to Her Majesty, and that I learned that Her Majesty had been graciously pleased to accept
• - The independence of character displayed by you and the eagerness to sene your fellow-
ci’.uem in every manner had proved you to he worthy of this honor, and it is with the

r ..li .faction that I present the insignia, and I hope you will be long spared to wear
them. “

Taa j/rJ London Neus published a portrait of Sir Mungaldas in 1S75, and the
■ r:;:ce < : ’.Voles presented him v.ith a silver medal as a token of His Highness’ visit to

S:r Munga’d gave large sums to public charily in his lifetime, and if we add the
■ to perpetuate his memory since his death, we have a grand total of Rs. 4,80,657.
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The Late Sir Mungaldas Nathubhoy, Kt., C. S. I.



Tribhovandas Mangaldas Nathubhoy, E>q., J. P.

The subject of this sketch belongs to the family of Shot Rupji Dhanji, whese hi
forms a part of the history of Bombay. Mr. Tribhovandas is the eldest • 11 of the late Sir
Mangaldas Nathubhai, and has duly taken his father’s place as the recoguize 1 head cf the
caste. Mr. Tribhovandas was bom ou the twenty-eighth of October, 1856, and wis educated al
St Xavier’s College, Bombay. He was married at the age of nineteen. His Royal Eighuess
the Prince of Wales being one of the guests. The Duke and Ducha- . cf Connaught h
been his guests, having visited him at his residence at the lime of his daughter’s marriage.

Mr. Tribhovandas is a member of the Bombay Municipal Corporation and a J:c:
the Peace. He has been the Managing Trustee of the Kandas Narandas Clnriliv thcTLakurj;
Fund, the Trustee of the Kavi Dal pa tram Dayabhai Memorial Fund, und ll. _• Mc-ticltaud
Amichand Gujrat Charity Fund. lie is a member of the Council of the Bombay Lt. r.r.
Association, and was present as one of the delegates at the First Indian National Ccu 7. . held
in Bombay in 18S5. He is a member of the National Indian Association, and is oaitssub-c.
miltec. This is a mixed social gathering of ladies ami gentlemen, ami is unique in tin-
respect. He is also a member of the following institutions ami boards: the Hindu Unici:
Club, the Gokuldas Tejpal Charities, the Anthropological Society—where he has delivered
many lectures,—The Hindu Burning ami Burial Grounds Committee, the Gaurakdiak > jcicty'.
Managing Committee, the Art Society of Bombay and the Royal Asiatic Society. Ur
the Secretary to the Sir William Wedderburn Memorial Fund. He is a life-member of the
Dnyan Prasarak Mandali, and i- also a life-member ami patron of that institution fur th.
promotion of physical progress, the Hindu Gymkhana, lor which be lias donated the capon .•
of the two fine lawn tennis courts named after him. He is a leading member of tl:cGa\au
I’ttejak Mandali. He is the President and Patron of the Bombay Cosmopolitan Club. II. is
also the President of the Kapole Bania Caste ami a Vicc-Prv*idcnt of the Ary a Mitra He!.1..
The Hindu Burial and Burning Grounds Committee, which con>i.'ts of leading m.-u of •
Hindu communities, has appointed him their President-an honor formerly cujo cd only li­
the Honorable Jagannath Shanker Slu t, ami the late Sir Mangaldas Nathubhai, belli the
acknowledged ami worthy heads of the Hindu community. The Bombay Government
appointed him President of the Sir Maiigalda* Nathubhai Hindu Girls’ School C< nra.lt .• m
the place of his father, and the High Court of Bombay nominated him a Managing 1: . tee ci
the Kandas Narandas Charities. Besides bring President of the Committee of the Tn: if
Sir Mangaldas Nathubhai Walkeshwar Sanitarium, built in In ter of hi. ma—n ; > f C.
Charitable Dispensary at Walkeshwai, of the Kapole Nira.dirit Fund, ami ll: • Fumikrth
education of the students of the Kapole ca.dc, he hold* several other po-iu.;::1. in
institutions as president, member, <*r trustee. On the oeca-ion of Iler Imp ::M.»; .•
Jubilee in 1SS7, lie invited the Hindu community to a thanksgiving c.-rcmoiB at Jav..- ■
and presented a large clock to be placed over its gate f r the u-r of the public nt c> :;u::... . -
ration of that event. He took a prominent part at tin public Hireling held in b..u: v c.: I . .
Ripon, and distinguished himself as an effective publie speaker, although il w.:. the I;- :
he had appeared I cfoie a large meeting. It was justly remarked by the .
“ Mr. Tribhovandas conducted liim-elf like a veteran orator ” on the ■ cc vaon A... F 1
ami Patron < f the Bombay Cosmopolitan Club, the hhhiUt.. haw in .- /ii-.d la ■ \ . • in :
following terms: “They will ulwavs acknowledge vm as the fust IhuvI.u lor of the Chib,
a. such, their fi’ieruo-t representalive on all occasion* He Ins given a
books to the Club Library for the use of the member*. Hr .1 t 1 ■ome ti ...



G:rL? a’- j resent called J. N. Petit Library. A nice hall for the use of visitors is
. g ’ mil at the Eabulnath Temple in memory of his daughter.
;Tribhovandas, being descended from a distinguished family, enjoys a high position

. the Hindu community and the esteem of high European society. Lady Harris was
: i. ent al the name-giving ceremony of his son, Goverdbandas, in 1893, and also at the

ceremony of his two daughters, in March, 1S94. Lord Harris, then Governor of
Bombay, horn red his family by presiding at a prize- distribution to the successful pupils of

M;:.: • Nalhubhoy Gujrati Hindu Girls’ School, held in the bungalow on the day after
the :.::arr:_ ;c ceremonies. Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, and the Duke and
Duchess of Connaught, all the past Governors of Bombay, beginning from Lord Elphinstone,
and the various Native Chiefs and Princes have visited his Girgaum Mansion. Distinguished
travelers, during tlieir visits to Bombay, seldom lose the opportunity of paying it a visit. In
his capacity ar- President of the r»urning Ground, Mr. Tribhovandas accompanied the Archduke
of R_ -ia to that spot, and the Archduke was much pleased with the information he received
on this occasion and wrote a letter of thanks for the same. Renowned European and American
travelers, such ns Professor Deussen and Mr. E. Carpenter, have expressed their satisfaction at
the nv.-r tion accorded to them at the house of Mr. Tribhovandas, and have recorded their
satisfaction either in private letters or in their books of travels.

Mr. Tribhovandas’ family mansion is situated in the centre of Bombay. It contains a
big drawing-room with other reception rooms, beautifully furnished and decorated and orna-
meuttd by choicest works of art. Models of .‘hips oscillating in a storm, pictures with musical
boxes concealed behind them, a large automatic musical organ, Gocac flowers and fruits in the
library, and fountains in the spacious garden are features of interest in this Girgaum abode
Mr. Tribhovandas is ever ready to give a cordial reception to all comers, and a visit is made
particularly inter • •ting by the zeal with which the host supplies information about the manners
and customs of his race.

Mr. Tribhovandas has given several lectures before the Anthropological Society of
Bomb I-- relating to matters of religion and caste, marriage and death ceremonies, and various
other u’j.-cL, all of which abounded with minute anti detailed accounts of various Hindu
cu-iomj on which the present Hindu Law is framed. These lectures have been an authentic
source cf information 1 j officials and to all who wish to go to the root of the existing Hindu
cur ; and religion. The author possesses a complete knowledge of these subjects and has a
Keen in rht into all of them. He has published all his lectures for the use of the general
public.

Early alter the breaking out of the Plague in Bombay, 1S96-97, a meeting of the leading
Hindu gentlemen of Bombay was convened by Mr. Tribhovandas and others at the mansion in
Gir,;u..: t. .• n k-r the measures for the relief of the poor victims of the Plague and to
found a Hindu Plague Ho-.pital. A large subscription was raised on the spot, and Mr. Tribho-
■. . . in addition to immediate donation -, undertook, with his usual liberality of heart, to
:::. _•u I ail I. ficits ; in c.ue of the expenditure exceeding the subscriptions) to the extent of

1 the deficit eventually covered a large proportion of the sum promised, which
u: . *. gener jusly defraved.

Mr. Tr.’/.o-../. d n . unlike rich Hindus, remained in Bombay during the Plague in 1S97,
-i . . the < j .rations of the Plague Committee in house-to-house visitation for the
... . . : i L gue-strickcn victims. On the abatement of the Plague he gave an account of

i ‘ . . fnlau l valuable .suggestions, in the form of a report, much appreciated
C GaUscrv. the President of the Plague Committee, and the authorities.

1 ' l . . . he • ... prc.cutcd with an addres.. by General Gatacrv, at the request 

of the residents of Girgaum, as a token of their admiration of his noble character and public
spirit, and of their gratitude for the great good he had done in freeing the locality from plague,
and suggesting improvements for bettering the sanitary conditions of the place.

On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty, Mr. Tribhovandas, as head of
the Hindu community in Bombay, was again to the front in displaying his loyalty. He
called a meeting of influential Hindu gentlemen at his Girgaum house for thanksgiving cere­
monies, and wired congratulatory messages, both on his own personal account and on behalf of
the Hindu community, to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress. A similar meeting
of Hindu ladies was called by Mrs. Tribhovandas about the same time. For this Mr. Tribho­
vandas was thanked by the Government of India, who requested him as Chairman of the
Hindu Community for the Celebration of the Diamond Jubilee “to convey to the Hindu
community of Bombay Her Majesty the Queen-Empress’ gracious appreciation of the sentiments
conveyed in the Royal telegram,” etc. A similar communication from the Government of
India was received by Mrs. Tribhovandas, thanking her and the Hindu ladies of Bombay for
their loyal sentiments.

Later on a princely donation of Rs. 3,70,000 was offered by Mr. Tribhovandas to the
University in honor and in memory of his father, the late Sir Mangaldas, for the founding of
various scholarships to enable Hindu graduates to proceed to England, for technical education.

On the recrudescence of the Plague in 1S97-98 Mr. Tribhovandas again worked with an
energy and a zeal remarkable in a Hindu Shot for the relief of his own caste-people and the
Hindu community at large. It is but the barest truth to say that it was solely through his
instrumentality and under his presidentship that the Kapola and Lad Bania Joint Hospital
(but in fact utilized by all Gujarati-speaking Hindus) was opened in the Lad Wady in
the Cowasji Patel Tank Road, against the opposition and the prejudices of the local residents,
150 of whom strongly petitioned the Plague Committee against its establishment. Mr. Tribho­
vandas, however, soon succeeded in putting down the opposition, and in convincing the
Committee that the large number of concealed cases amongst the Gujarati Hindus were due to
the want of an efficient and well-equipped hospital, and that the evil could to a great extent be
remedied and confidence restored by the opening of a hospital within an easy distance of their
homes. When, however, the hospital was about to be opened, the threatening altitude of the
opposition party, who declared their intention of claiming damages in case of the contagion
spreading to their houses, took the Managing Committee aback, and they thought of putting
off their design, as no other suitable premises were nt the time available. At this critical
juncture Mr. Tribhovandas, happily for his community, showed a bold front, and personally
undertook to indemnify the Committee against all future risk of litigation, and to half the
extent of any damages that might be awarded by the court, thus establishing his claims to be,
in a sense, the founder of the Hospital. He at the same time, at a meeting held at his
bungalow, subscribed a sum of Rs. 500 to the funds of the Hospital. He was also the prime
mover in the opening of a private segregation camp. When he applied for permission to the
Plague Committee, they at once saw in the suggestion a most needed help from within, which
would lighten their already too heavy labors, and therefore not only welcomed but thankfully
acknowledged the offered help. After an inspectionof the places intended for segregation by Sir
J. M. Campbell, the indefatigable Chairman of the Plague Committee and the medical
authorities, the necessary permission was granted. Mr. Tribhovandas at once set about giving
a substantial shape to his idea. He called a meeting of influential Hindu gentlemen, when
a fund was started, which Mr. Tribhovandas headed with a subscription of Rs. 1,000. The
Jawrbang Bag on the Kaibadevi Road was selected os a suitable place for the segregation of
the contacts ’ of his community, while the contacts of other communities were proposed to



be accommodated in sheds to be erected in open places. But before the execution of the
project, sheds were raised by the Plague Committee for the same purpose and a supervising

committee consisting of influential Hindus and Mahomedans, of which Mr. Tribhovandas was

constituted by the Plague Committee to induce men of their caste to temporarily leave Bombay

and move to the sheds and to look after their comforts there.

In this connection it must be mentioned that while thus actively engaged in the opening

of the hospital and a segregation home, Mr. Tribhovandas was no less busy ns a surety on

behalf of the Kapola Bania community for the release on surveillance tickets of his caste-men

and others who were detained in the quarantine camps, on coming from the mofussil or when

leaving Bombay. The Committee, of which Mr. Tribhovandas was the president, also spared

no pains to secure the comfort and well-being of the persons quarantined, to whom daily

provisions and every other necessary of life were supplied from the funds raised for the purpose,

and to which Mr. Tribhovandas gave a handsome contribution. Mr. Tribhovandas also served

for two months on the Grievance Committee appointed by Lord Sandhurst after the Plague

riots to inquire into the causes of grievance. His “ valuable services to Government rendered

in that connection” earned him the thanks of the chairman of the Plague Committee in a

letter dated thirty-first of May, 1S9S.

In the latter part of 1897 under the presidency of Mr. Tribhovandas a night school was

started for the benefit of the poor Kapola Banias, who were compelled by circumstances to

earn their bread during the day. Besides contributing to the expenses of the school, Mr.

Tribhovandas, as a trustee, gave it the free use of Sir Mangaldas Girls’ School at Pydhonie.

About the same time as the opening of the night school Mr. Tribhovandas’ sympathies were

called into activity in another direction and found a suitable outlet in the founding of a \\ idows*

Fund for the destitute heirless and homeless widows of his caste, to which also Mr. Tribhovandas

subscribed a sum of Rs. 1,000.
Mr. Tribhovandas is blessed with a genial and affable temperament, ami is ever ready to

confer obligations on deserving persons who stand in need of help. He has proved hintself a

strong supporter of literary and scientific aspirants, and is always accessible to would-be authors

of publications, be they on religious, philosophic, or scientific subjects. He is always ready to

oblige people in ordinary or humble positions, and will often take great pains to inquire into

their circumstances and prospects with a view to assisting them. His personal characteristics

have endeared him to all who know him intimately, and will Just as surely increase hts

popularity as bis sphere of action is enlarged in the course of years.

Sir George Cotton, Kt.

Greaves and Mr. Cotton afterward formed a partEordup . r

title of Greaves, Cotton &. Co., and the firm dealt large’.-. c« It. ?. „

IR GEORGE COTTON was bom in Ireland on July 12, 1 S42. .

when six years of age he was taken to England. w .. . 1

at Woolwich. He first came to India in i Sjas

the East India Colton Agency, at Jalgaon. He • .1.:. 1

appointed agent of the Mofussil Company at Au.....;:.

the general manager of the company, Mr. Jamc- C:. ...

was so well pleased with him that he appointed him

manager at Bcrar, Khangaon, A kola, and other pl.-.c. . Mr.

time. They started the Alfred Manufacturing C-mran;. at i'..'- .

subsequently the Albert Edward Mills, and meantime the bu-u-.i*. f the firm pre ; . . .

greatly.

Mr. Cotton Ixxame a member of the Breach Local Board, an-’ <a lirman • f tire
Managing Committee, where he gained a considerable experience in the working of Iclren

municipalities. While residing at Broach he married Mi* a Waite, a daughter of the re:.:..-

Collector ami Magistrate.

The firm of Greaves, Cotton & Co. turned its attention to the l.r ...• 11 <1 cf oirerc 1 

by Bombay, where it opened the Empress, the Connaught, the Leopold, r..d • :l?.r mIn

Bombay Mr. Cotton became a member of the Chamber of Comnn?ic>. « ' the ??.!-<

Association, of the Cotton Trade As-aiciation, and of the Muci.ipal Corpoi a’.i< ii. Ik -.

appointed a special magistrate during the Hiudu-Mahotned.m ri» t.-. : • -.-.v;.-. .

by him on that occasion were acknowledged by His Excellency. 1. .1 f.-.. - ■ .

of Bomlkiy.

On his being appointed Sheri If of Bombay, in 1 ■’>. Mr. Colton tr a'.-.I. I th .1

not accept auv fees, or tb.it he should he allowed to pi than to I n:

charitable object In tS7« while Mr. Cotton wai still hunt! and y.. . k'.t t/. 1".-

Corporation, he was knighted by Her Miijotj the on-, a-L’.iq :i !'• k

regarded by the public as no more than Mr. Cotton <k i:\vd. and it w.u .J- . :i

Majesty bad honored Bombay in thus honoring one of In r rc-filv de <rv in : k :tt
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Sir George Cotton, Kt.

Sir Bhalchandra Krishna Bhatavadekar, Kt.

Few among the living worthies of the Bombay Presidency have, within a comparatively
short space of time, attained to that wide popularity, among all classes and communities,
achieved by the subject of our sketch. Sir Bhalchandra Krishna was born on the nineteenth of
February, 1852, at Palaspe, on the banks of the Karnavali, about five miles from the famous
fort of Karnala, near the port and town of Pauvcl, northeast of Bombay harbor. He comes of
a very old and respected Brahmin family,—the Bhatavadekars of Talegaum, distinguished for
services rendered both to the Peishwas and to the British Government in the early part of the
century.

Sir Bhalchandra Krishna was educated in Bombay, where, after matriculating, he entered
the Grant Medical College. Here he met with marked success from the beginning, and at the
final examination for L. M. in 1873 he stood at the head of the first class, carrying off the Sir
Jamselji Jijibhoy gold medal, as well as the Charles Morehead prize. He was appointed
Assistant Surgeon on general duty at the J. J. Hospital, whence his services were transferred to
the suburban town of Bandore. His next move was to the Native State of Palunpur, in a
position of responsibility, where his ability as a medical man—no less than his tact, savoir-
faire, and suavity of manner—was first put to the test. Here he won encomiums from the
highest quarters. Lord Salisbury, then Secretary of State for India, referring to Dr. Bhalchan-
dra’s work at Palunpur, wrote: ” I observe that a feeling of confidence in the superiority of
our medical practice over the unskilled pharmacy of the Native doctors is taking hold of the
public mind, that many afflicted persons who have in vain sought relief through the medical
men of their own race have resorted to the dispensary, and had their ailments successfully
treated, and that various delicate operations requiring unremitting care and patient skill on the
part of the surgeon in charge have been favorably performed. Whether regarded from a
humanitarian or from a political point of view, these results are gratifying, and reflect great
credit on the ability and care of Bhalchandra Krishna, the Medical Officer of the Institution.”

In 1876 Dr. Bhalchandra was transferred, at his own request, to Bassein, in the Thana
district. This place he left, in 1S76 for a field of wider usefulness nt Baroda, where he became
Principal of the Vernacular College of Science. His abilities and capacity for work were
pressed into service in more than one direction, and he was soon popular among the princes,
the sirdars, and the people thoroughout the Gaekwar’s territory. On the retirement of Dr.
Cody he was selected to fill the posts of Chief Medical Officer and Darbar Physician. As a
painstaking and skillful physician he is still remembered, not only in the capital of His
Highness the Gaekwar’s dominions, but in many parts of Gujrat, Kathiawar, and the Panch
Mahals, and he is still the consulting physician to many a chief in those provinces. In 18S5
Dr. Bhalchandra left Baroda and settled in Bombay as a private practitioner. Though a
comparative stranger in the Presidency town, his success was assured from the first He was
made a Justice of the Peace and a Fellow of the Bombay University, the syndicate of which
learned body for three years claimed him as a member. The rate-payers of a populous district
returned him as a Municipal Councillor, and the Corporation elected him as a member of the
Standing Committee, and later on as its Chairman, which position he held successively for
three years.

Sir Bhalchandra Krishna is a member of the Council of the Presidency Association and
is connected with many other public institutions. In 189S he was unanimously elected
President of the Bombay Municipal Corporation. Notwithstanding the severe demand which
his large medical practice makes upon his lime, Sir Bhalchandra contrives to find leisure to
devote not only to his responsible civic duties, but to many calls of society, all of which entail
much hard work. His favorite motto in Sanskrit may be rendered into: ’‘Treat your patient
as you would your own son.” To those who have experienced that treatment at his hands—so
full of sympathy and encouragement—it is no matter for wonder that Iris success in the City of
Bombay and elsewhere has been so marked. His elevation to a scat in the Legislative Council
of the Governor of Bombay, in 1897, was a fitting recognition by Lord Sandhurst of Dr.
Bhulchandra’s public services.

On January i, 1900, Dr. Bhalchandra was knighted by Her Most Gracious Majesty the
Queen-Empress, in recognition of his services. Sir Bhalchandra should still have a long
career of public usefulness before him.





His Highness Aga Sultan Mahomed Shah.

A. . Sultan Mahomed Shah (Aga Khan) is descended in a direct line from Ali, who
—'c 1 I'./.’aia, the daughter of the Prophet Mahomed. He claims, through the marriage

<: Husecin. the son of Ali, with a daughter of the pre-Mahomedan rulers of Persia, a
cu::nvct:anwilh the early Persian Kings whose pedigree can be traced far away into ancient

ten-. When Richard of England was engaged in the Crusades, the Aga’s forefathers
had been ruling in Egypt a hundred years and had spread the territories of the Fatimite
C.dephite to the shores of the Atlantic. On the overthrow of their Sovereignty they made
their way e.>tward into Persia, where they resided as country gentlemen and were held in
the highest esteem by their followers as “the living and ever present Imams.” For a long
time after this settlement in Persia little mention is made of Hie family in history. It is
true they ure reported as the terrible assassins of Alamut, but a study of the history of the
time will :how that Hu- an Bin Saba, though an Imaini-Ismaeli, or follower of the Imam
re; resented by the head of the family, acted on his own responsibility in carrying out his
designs of ambition and revenge. The grandfather of the first Aga Khan who settled in
Bombay was Governor-General of Kerman, a large and important province of Persia. His
eyv> were put out by order of Aga Mahomed Khan, the first ruler of the present reigning
dynasty in Persia. His son was offered the governorship of Mehelat, a post far inferior to
the vice-royalty held by his father, but one that had to be accepted, as the offer was a
command that could but be complied with. There Khalilulla, the great-grandfather of the
1 resent Aga, was bom. Whilst sojourning at Yezd he was murdered by a riotous mob.
Fateh Ali Shah, then King of Persia, knowing the danger likely to arise from the attack
on a person of such standing in the social and religious world, immediately punished
the instigator of the outrage, adopted Hussein-Al-Husseini and gave him one of his
daughters in marriage. On the death of Fateh Ali Shah, the succession of Mahomed Shah
was disputed, and Hu.-win-Al-IIusseini was ordered to subdue the rebellion in Kerman; a
t- ’a he carried oat so successfully that the post of Governor-Genera! of the province, one
of the highe t appointments in the Kingdom, was given to him. The Prime Minister
was no friend of his and drove him, before long, into open rebellion. It was a fight for
life and more readily undertaken as the great priests of Persia, tired of the rule of what
they cunside-red a foreign family, were ambitious to attain more power under a priestly
ruler who v..; the direct descendant of the Imams. They promised to instigate the populace
to loin Hc'.-tin-Al-IIu.—vini, who has been known since his arrival in India by the name
of Aga Khan, a pel name given him by members of his household, and which clung to
him through life, and came down to his sou and grandson and will probably continue to

true milted to the first-born for generations to come. The promises of the priests were
not fulfilled .::d Aga Khan was driven across the frontier. He made his way through
Afghani .’.1:1 into India, and joined Napier in Sinde and was held in great esteem by
th .i famous cemniamkr. who paid him Z'2000 a year for his services and spoke of him as a

-d and brave tiddler .md a wi-c politician, Later on Aga Khan settled in Bombay where
the ■’chief i.; the -ins. terrible only in name,” spent his leisure time in hunting and
hi r;.<--rucii.g. to both of which he was passionately addicted. He was greatly reverenced

1 loved 1 y the Khoja-, bi.. Indian followers, and in a short time he was in receipt of an
.i The Gr.ernment of India accorded him the title of Highness, which has

. l i.'.mc hi India by three generations of the family. He died in 1881 nt the
. 1 ... c f i ighty-four, He was .succeeded in the Imamate by his eldest son, H. H.

i Ali . ’ h ..1 • called Ag i Khan i who died in 1SS5. The present Aga Khan (II. II. Aga
. 21 Shah v.born at Karachi on the second of November, 1S77. With the
. i i >-.•_• tlf -port he keeps an excellent racing stable with which he has been

. i uc'c ful. With the usual instructions in Arabic and Persian he has received
. .. 1 eduraliG-’j. that, besides being the recognized leader of society amongst

t’: - •• colony in B.-mb.iy. and a well-known figure in the gatherings of natives of
■.. : h-ji in the lust English society.

Dustur Kaikhosru Jamaspji Jamaspasa, High Priest of Bombay.

USTUR KAIKHORSRU JAMASPJI was bom in September, 1S66.

His education was acquired under a private teacher, and also at

the Bombay Proprietary School.

The Dustur was appointed High Priest of Bombay on the

death of his venerable father, Dustur Dr. Jamaspji Minocherji,

M.A., Ph. D. (Tubin), I). C. L. (Oxon) in September, 1S9S.

In JSS9 Dustur Kaikhosru Jamaspji won Ardesir Sorabji

Dustur Kamdin’s silver cup and saucer offered by the Managing Com­

mittee of the Mullapheroz Madrasai, for the excellent essay he wrote

upon “Death.” In October, 1897, he was the priest who conducted

the first “ Boe ” Ceremony on the occasion of the consecration of the Anjuman’s Fire Temple,

when he was nominated the Deputy High Priest of the same, and, in accordance with custom, 

was presented with nine shawls. In 1S9S he published a pamphlet containing contradictions

to statements that had been made in a previous pamphlet that had been issued, in regard to

the Anjuman’s Fire Temple. He was nominated High Priest of the Shanshais on the death

of his revered father, when he was presented with twenty-three shawls by the Trustees of the

Bhagar Anjuman and other persons.

The Du.-tur possesses a sound knowledge of the Zend, Pehlavi, Persian and English

languages; he is a capable and earnest preacher, and he is eminently respected and revered by’
the whole of the Parsee community.



Dastur Kaikiiosru Jamaspji Jamaspas a. High Priest
of Bombay.
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The Parsee High Priest of the Deccan.

Shams-Ul-Ulma Sirdar Khan Bahadur Da-toor Ih ..l:. J..;.. i 11.
of the Parsecs in the Deccan. i- the sixth son of Da-tour Jan:.: ? 1 1.. .
born at Naosari on the twenty-sixth of April, 1S33. Ilc.-'.mlu’. u::
and at the age of thirteen had made creditable progru. • in t’.e u.
Pehlvi and Persian languages. Having qualified fur the prie .1;:. . 1. l._ •
profession, in which his forefathers had acquired no < rdm.-.ry .  .
fame. After his father’s death in 1S46, he went to 11} dural.. 1 • D  .1;
brother, who had succeeded his father -is the High Pri.-t <»f the I), ai, . • 1
his spiritual and secular studies under the tuition of hi • I r< th-.r, 1 • a
medan Moulvis. During the eight or nine years spent in H\dur.il ...l L. . . .
Pehlvi, Pazend, Arabic, Persian and Urdu languages and, r-turni.: to ■ ...
twenty-one years of age, he devoted himself to the study of Sanderit 11.1.
some of the most renowned jiundits of Poona. At the-ante turn- lie- . .
knowledge of English. He commenced the study ot Latin, German . :;d 11 ' .< .
made himself familiar with twelve different language-. nut to mention Gt..- : it
speaks mid writes fluently. He has received distinction- In :n the- <*• ..
the Emperor of Austria and the Philosophical Faculty of Vita:;.’. 11.. 1::. .. .:
merits were highly spoken of by Dr. Haug, who, in hi., preface to the /. .' I 1.. ( .
testified to the Da-toor's acquirement- m tile following c*-mphmu::t.iry term 1
Ho-hangjce, a young Parsee scnol ir of great ability, who : . . i
several languages, principally of Pehlvi and I\rsi in, and of their wh- 1. tr . 1 .
is the younger brother of Da-toor No-hurwanjve Jam.i-pjev. the High I’rte . th 1 .
the Deccan.’’ Thu Dastoor visited the Bcrars where lie v.>. ap* . . nit I;.
missioner, which post he filled till the department wa> al-d: li-.d He-
ment in the Police Department ami returned to P< mia ju>t 1 .fore the 1'I
troublesome period his knowledgeof Persian ami Urdu v. ot gr< it . : t on • t
in discovering and interpreting treasonable corn-pundem ..nd though hi.- h: . 
threatened, he heeded not personal itmgcr. In tS-9 Da-tv-’r II i v. . J...:.. . '.
tinguished office of High Priest uf the Par-evs in Malw.u Hu t* •up • '. • ...
Mhow, and, for five years, worked with zu.d in discharge of hi - c<c‘.u : u-t-.i .• • .
the Dastoor was appointed to edit, annotate, translate ami i u'-’.i-ii <1 1 
Zend, P.izeml ami Pehlvi on the Zoroastriaii religion. In th; ■ c .citv 1.. .Id ...
the highest importance to Zend ami Pehlvi literature, a- he h .- L-. •; .J t.. - ’ . I . .
savants of Europe works which had hitherto been in.1ccvs.1i h- t.i tl: .m. ii.
work-, namely, the "Zend Pehlvi Glossary.” the ”Ik<»kof Ardavir if." th.- ‘GI . : .
Book of Ardaviraf, ” thu‘‘Puhlvi-P.izeml Gio - *n ” nid * Shi’.;umlG.;i;. mi. I  . .
reputation in learned cirule-, and phili soj hit I knt criti fl
method displayed in them have elicited much admiration. 1\-: k- th. . •> :
has prepared, compiled ami collected uditi-’i’s oi tin- "Wmli-1. d.‘ Ami 1
Gio—ary and Notes,” “Yusna. Zend ami Pchhi with G’.u- ary .-.ml N . ..1 .1..
Avasta.” He has al-o compiled a complete u'h - in of I’ . .. . . .
Pazend prayers, in 1S74 Government appointed the I'. :<<>; an i -. tiiil j . .. •
languags-s, in addition to In- dutiv- a-an ealitor md i.'-.i. r < t th. /
Scriptures, and in iSx; rai ed him to the- statusuf a .a preiv - r :n th.- 1- <
In 1SS4 the Parsee* community elected him to -uccei d lit- v‘. i n th : .... k • .
uf the Deccan and Malwa. brom 1S77 to 1S.S4 the I’ -t«_.< w . e . r . ; .' . . .
Univcr-ityof B«>inbax, ami timing the- -eum* period he held 1 .at 1:1 Un !’• :...”
Thu Dastour’s acknowledged proiicuncy in Oriental burning hi- n.d.n. : .
-cholars ami s.iv.uits to seek interviews with him with th. < qc.: < »...
liun on importin’ points connected with the Par ic 1'. . I . • • :
and custom. In 1865 Lewis appointed a F« flow tl:' Un.,.: *.
Government offered to make him a Ju tin < f tile I\ u . p ■ . in.’
in Bombav. On the establishment of tin Par-ee- M..tri::.- n: d C u.rt . .
d.clegatV. which «iticu he still hold- When the Govctmmnl «.f k; . . .:.
furled on him the title ut Kh in II di 1 Im !:<• tc.iv,! • • i < ■
the Parsee community of Poon 1. Mln w. Neemuch. Iud« ... H-dii 1 . . . .
central province-. well as valuable- yi< -i nt- in tin h tj . • -h . . ■
ami a haml-«uue silver tea -at In i'-s j I». 4. ,>t H k .ng w '
w.lspre-ented with a »lr,--uf honor by tliu . .-,t 1, i >iidar a a. : . 1.............
is^b. Hi- Impend M ije-tv lianui • |o-.ph 1 . Au-tri. i . • •
the- d<grc-c of Doctor ot Philo-uphv. 11, \ ... r. i . : •
of In lia—a title create*! at hi- -uggs lion, for li * I*, r•• * ■ t.* v-m-.n *
Her Mo.-t tlraciuu- Maju-tv the Qtiuin 1 rapi. -. .•■i • th ..G. .1 /. G
the follow mg re olutton I’hu Dire ctor <*i Public lim". :. . : , • ’
Sbains-Ul-Uiina Sir*’.ar Kh m Bahadur !l-*4i uagii l.a ; 1 . ’ . 1 1. •
appreciate- the !*• - which the t>lm itr-n d mu* ’ 1
DcCs-.m o-lligu. am! the v.ilu ablu-uniit-re :i l.r^.l Io h.:aa- I. ’’ ;
w ith the l\* call Uolkgu.” The- D 1 -t- •! Il 1-till* , ' - 1
v ice, while thecoml. Khan Bdinhir Fi!-'.-.. i ah" ’.t! ■ Ai> I. - •
Butnbav . ami Ms her, the Vuungc -I. is a Lai Jur • i A* * • ■ ’’-i 1 , 1.1 ■.. •

H/dur.il


i. I't V: :a Siki>\:< Khan B.ui m>uk Dastook Hosiiang

Jvnsp, Ph.I).
The I.at:: Hon. Mr. Abdulla Mehhrali

1>1I\KAMSI, B. A.. J. P.



The Late Hon. Mr. Abdulla Meherali Dharamsi, B. A., J. P.

The late Hon. Mr. Dharamsi belonged to a highly respected Khoja family. He was the
son of Dharamsi Poonjabhoy, who, some thirty years ago, was known a, the Khoja Merchant
Pence of Bombay.” He was also related to the family of Mr. Currimbhoy Ibrahim, one of the
present leaders of the Khoja Community. Mr. Dharamsi was born at Bombay, and received
his primary education in the Elphinstone High School there. During the years .875-77 he was
under the .nslruction of Professors Wordsworth, Oxenham, Halhoruthwaite and Kirkham in
the Elphinstone College. Having obtained his B. A. degree in 1S77, be turned his attention to
law and entered into articles with the Hon. Mr. R. JI. Sayani, then a member of the f.nn of
Tyebji & Sayani. He was the only candidate who passed the LL. B. examination in the first
class in 1882. Having been admitted a Solicitor of the High Court in October. iSSy, he joined
the well-known firm of Tbakordas Dharamsi & Cama, with which he was connected till bis
death.

In 18S4 Mr. Dharamsi was nominated a Justice of the Peace, and was made a Fellow of
the Bombay University in the following year. He took a great interest in the JIunicipal
administration of the city, and was elected a member of the JIunicipal Corporation by the rate­
payers of JIandavi Ward. Owing to the intelligent part lie took in the discussion of JIunicipal
affairs he was in 1889 appointed a member of the Joint School Board Committee. In the follow­
ing year lie was selected as a member of the Standing Committee. As a member of the Cor­
poration he evinced a keen interest in the consideration of the new JIunicipal Bill, now called
the City of Bombay JIunicipal Act, and as a member of the Standing Committee be made an
independent minute on the claim of Messrs. Glover & Co., for one and a half lakhs of rupees
against the municipality in connection with the Tinisa Water Works.

In April, 1893, Mr. Dharamsi started on a tour through Europe ami America. He visited
the principal towns of America, attending the Chicago Exhibition, and returned to Bombay via
Japan and China in December. JIr. Dharamsi was an’advocate of " all education." He
established a paper called the Monitor with the object of awakening his co-religionists from
their apathy, making them alive to the great debt they owed to the paternal British Government
and kindling in them the spirit of emulation and educational rivalry. He was for about twelve
years Honorary Secretary to the Anjuman-i-Islam, and as such lie did good work in collecting
subscriptions for the fine school building erected on the Esplanade. As Chairman of the Muljl-
bhoy Khoja Library, he materially helped to promote the usefulness of that institution, and lie
always evinced a warm interest in the welfare of the two schools for Khoja girls. In the first
week of 1S96 Lord Sandhurst's Government nominated JIr. Dharamsi a member of the Legisla­
tive Council in place of the Hon. JIr. R. JI. Sayani, whose term of office bad expired, and who
is now the Bombay representative on the Viceroy's Council. At the date of hi. nominatton,
Mr. Dharamsi was a young man in whom was combined rare merit and modesty He always
respected the opinions of his coadjutors, and worked Harmoniously wrlh them. The cho.ce of
Government was, therefore, justified by the results.

To the general regret of the community, Mr. Dharamsi passed away m September.
in his fortieth year. He left a widow and two sons, the elder of whom H m.leUen year..of
age. All the principal Mahomedau public institutions were closed in token of csfwcl to the
deceased's memory. The Khoja community could iHaffi.nl the !oss of one o who.> Hwy
were justly proud, and they fee! that it will be difficult to find a man to so ably fill the places
on numerous public bodies which his death has rendered vacant.

Adamjee Peerbhoy Rati-ud-bin, J. P.

This gentleman was burn in the year 1846, al Dhornji. the capital t . -n of the C -l ZsZ
State, in Kathiawar, where his parents were persons of some • ab.a .a.
comparatively poor, they were not able to give young Adamjee mo:-, than ... ... . .
education. He was, however, naturally endowed with strong commerci.d r Z. a-
his native place did not provide sufficient scope for his energy and a r k. ' I.
parents to settle in Bombay, where he began to trade on liisown account, at th.• _ c .
years. He then succeeded in securing one or two small Government c.ntr.cu, v. aick Z ___
out so satisfactorily that the officers under whom he worked sponLir.e:.-.: ?. ;...
nndhonesty. This led to bis becoming favorably known in other Govcn-ru;. nt <Z-i ...
by 1867 he was executing important contracts for the Bombay Arsenal, with which h.
since been connected. In 1S70, he obtained a contract for the supply <f army cam e . .
At this time Futtahgbar and Jubbulpore had the monopoly of the trade in th:. ..;n .
so that it was considered a specialty of those places. The contract was therefore c_.~ ....
Mr. Adamjee under great disadvantages at the outset, as there were no regular te::t-m iker > .
reputation then to be found in Bombay. A deep-rooted, and. perhaps, wcll-dc
against tents made in Bombay had to be fought against Mr. Adamjee. how .■ <_ :: .
all these obstacles and succeeded so well that there has been a demand l\ r h:. ten 1 ...
They were appreciated by the Army, not only in ordinary time . but ' iu . ..
campaign of 1SS4, where two-thirds of the tents med were of his manu&a’.u.-e, the ■ f lr.
not being able to supply more than one-third of the number required They w.:,-./ - u ..'
the Afghan wars of 1S79 and tSSoand in all the sub'cqucnt front:, r 1 xpciliti • J......
unqualified satisfaction. In December. 1878, when Sir Richard Temple, G. -.. :a : . .
applied for Maltese carts, tlie Gun Carriage Factory reported that they cauh’
forty to fifty a month, ami, as large numbers were wanted v.ith» ut del iy. Mr. A ....... ■ .
applied to. He undertook to supply 500 carts in twenty day • from lliedat • cf era r,
further supply of 400 soon afterwards, making in all you An order h r the . ■ .
handed to him on the seventeenth of January, and by tlie twentieth cf the M'.e . mculh
that is to say within five weeks, he had delivered the whole 9.0. and th: • at .1 time •n .
P. W. D. and the Bombay Municipality were engaged on identical work, w’.:. '.. .._ . .
Mr. Adamjee bringing artificers from distant parts of the country, ami i...;. ;
day and night until the order was completed. Whatewr the ur .....y. Mr . . . • .
spared himself or his money to carry cut his nndertikiug , and tin., v.
that some of his contracts proved unrem nut rativv while others resulted in h. .!-■• . .

The above facts were prominently brought to the m '.ice of the ! ...1 G ..
Inspector-General of Ordnance al Bombay—Major General A. A. IZ .• \ --
mended Mr. Adamjee for some Government In m«r The r<:nb .y G
recommendation ami fo-.waidt-d the corTtspomivruv '.0 t::. G. ..
practical outc--me <n-ued in the matter on iu;.’U» ?4r Ad ,n.j. . • . ■. »!. •
honor. He simply went on m his own <juivl, pl alditig w.r. ■ . • . .. ..
< xp:I-d m • '’1 .it fact on r.<•:■> t’>e < hi er . with ‘ ‘ . • • :

usefulness to the community by idiblisliiug a tanner in tin idr.al . • I'--
immense quantities of bides arc tinned in lb. lilcs'. ..• •! . • 1
leather is produced of a quality umqu.iled jib v.lw ; in it: i: . f . ;: I._
harness, saddlery ami boot dep irlments, whence b pp : . ui
large scale. Bools and shms win uppli A by bij to .. > I.. -jn >•
employed in the recent Chitral Afridi and ’i\ t.-.li * -.p. he m- > u.i | .

iHaffi.nl


Ada: di: k Pi.f.iibhoy, Esq., J. P., Sheriff of Bombay.

authority, to be the best and most serviceable issued. Heads of departments have repeatedly
brought to the notice of the Government of India the meritorious sendees rendered by Mr.
Adamjee during emergencies, and he has been as often thanked by the Government of India and
the local Government. lie has for many years held, and still holds, contracts for the supply
of leather to the arsenals in the Bombay and Madras Commands.

The following remarks were put on record by General A.Walker, R. A., Director-General
of Ordnance in Calcutta, India, in his memorandum to the Goveniment of India on January
28, 1S97: “Mr. Adamjee I’eerbhoy is the best ordnance contractor on the Bombay side of
India. His enterprise and resources are exhibited in the excellent leather he produces by
manufacture in his own tannery in Bombay for the Madras and Bombay Arsenals. I would
recommend experts, Goveniment officials and others, to visit his workshops and see the
push of the man. He is far and away the most advanced ordnance contractor in India.
The man has much grit in him. He is liberal and honest in his dealings as a contractor, and
he would do well alike in peace and war. It does one good to come across such a man and
have dealings with him.’*

Until about a year or two ago, Mr. Adamjee was known to the general public only as a
large employer of labor, an enterprising manufacturer and merchant, and an eminently suc­
cessful Government contractor, but the secret lately oozed out—having been divulged by a
recipient of his bounty—that he has, from an early period and down to the present day, applied
a large portion of the wealth with which he has been blessed to good and pious purposes, some
of which may here be referred to. Some twenty years ago, when on a visit to the sacred city
of Kerbella, in Asiatic Turkey, he became aware from personal experience of the hardships
endured by Indian pilgrims to that place, through want of shelter from the heat of a burning
sun, from scarcity of provisions and water, and from the chronic state of insecurity to life and
property. He remedied this state of affairs at an annual outlay of Rs. 4,500, by erecting sub­
stantial rest houses and keeping agents on the spot who were charged with the duty of assisting
his co-religionists during their stay, by gratuitously supplying them with food and shelter and
seeing to the protection of their lives and property. On his visit to Mecca seventeen years ago,
finding things in a deplorable condition there, he made provision, on a still larger scale than at
Kerbella, for the necessities of his countrymen during their sojourn. He also, at a cost of
upwards of a lakh of rupees, erected in his native town (Dhoraji) a public market, a museum,
and rest houses, for which the inhabitants are most grateful. During the famines of 1877, 1883,
18SS, 1891 and 1S97 he sent his agents to Kathiawar with money, grain and clothes for distribu­
tion among the poor of his community in that province and thereby saved the lives of many
thousands who, but for this timely and substantial aid, must have perished; and regard was
most considerately paid to the feelings of those who were ashamed to be seen openly receiving
alms by his charities being dispensed among them in secret or after nightfall.

Some one hundred and twenty Mussulmans having been improperly convicted by a
Brahmin Magistrate in Malegaon, in Khandesh, about ten years ago, Mr. Adamjee engaged
Mr.----- , now the Honorable Mr. Justice----- , Budruddin Tyabjee and several solicitors and
pleaders, nt a cast of about Rs. 33,000, to appeal against the sentences. The result was that all
the prisoners were acquitted by the Sessions Judge. About five thousand Borah Mahomedans
in Yemen, in Asiatic Turkey, being in great straits owing to the famine which prevailed there
about ten years ago, and which has continued during portions of the time ever since, Mr.
Adamjee sent his agents to their assistance, with provisions for alleviating their sufferings and
enabling them to tide over their difficulties.

In 1S94 a fire destroyed the villages of Kooksi Barvani, in Central India, rendering
houseless and involving in utter ruin about five hundred Borah families. Mr. Adamjee sent
agents to assist these persons to rebuild their houses and to help them over the disaster. In
1881, knowing of the educational difficulties with which the Borah Mahoniedan youths in
Kathiawar had to contend, Mr. Adamjee established and handsomely endowed twenty-seven
schools in different parts of the province, where poor girls and boys could be gratuitously
taught, and about twenty thousand boys and three thousand girls have already passed through
these institutions. In 18S6 he erected, at a cost of Rs. 3,25,000, a Sanitarium for the use of his
community at Chanii Road, Bombay. The building is 575 feet long and is “pucca” built, in
three blocks, and is capable of comfortably accommodating fifty-two families. It contains a
beautiful mosque, situated at the southern end. There is also a charitable dispensary in the



sanitarium. In the first block about one hundr...! r .
boarded, lodged, clothed and taught to read Hie Kur nT i'B°rah bo-' s are gralullouslT
study Arabic literature of a high class Zue ”*•  GUj'alil i"“1 *°

, "*’n class-as Mahouiedan theology. Arrangements are
also provided for teaclnng archttccturul drawing ami English to the advanced students, so that
tbe.nst.tut.on suppl.es both educational ami religious requirement Many of the boys who
passed out of tins msUtution are now filling responsible and highly paid appointments in
Bombay, Calcutta. Madras, Colombo, Rangoon, Zanzibar and other places, and they constantly
bless their kind benefactor for their present positions. Mr. Adamjee naturally takes a par­
ticular interest in these boys. He has already applied about six lakhs of rupees to the purposes
of this school and for the general benefit of the boys educated therein.

In 1S97 a fire occurred at Burhanpur in the Central Provinces, burning nearly six thousand
houses, and causing Mr. Adamjee's co-religionists to suffer heavily. He inaugurated a fund for
their relief, and the splendid donation of sixty thousand rupees was distributed amongst them.
He also aided the sufferers by subscribing to the general fund for the relief of the helpless poor
whose houses had been burnt, for which the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, in
The Government Gazette, No. 5240, dated Nagpur, nineteenth of June, 1897, and Central
Provinces Secretariat, General Department, dated Nagpur, twenty-third of June, 1S97, conveyed
his special thanks to Mr. Adamjee.

During the plague epidemics of 1S96, 1897 and 189S many thousands of panic-stricken
Borah Mahomedans were enabled to leave Bombay for their native places, by reason of Mr.
Adamjee having paid their railway fares and having supplied them with funds for the purchase
of food on the road. He also set apart a portion of his palatial Charm Road sanitarium as a
plague hospital for Borah Mahomedan sufferers, and employed, at his own expense, a large staff
of doctors, both male and female, as well as a number of native Hakims. He placed another
portion of the sanitarium at the disposal of the patients’ relatives, to whom all the necessaries
of life were freely dispensed, sg long as the patients remained under treatment. This was the
only plague hospital which afforded these privileges, and the only one which was wholly
maintained at the cost of a single individual. The custom referred to obtains to the present
day, as the hospital is still open. Mr. Adamjee has also spent large sums on diverse charitable
institutions, anil in scholarships for the encouragement of learning.

Mr. Adamjee's charities, though they have chiefly had for their object the alleviation of
suffering and the improvement of the condition of Borah Mahomedans, have by no means been
confined to that community, as many other classes-including F.uropeans-lmve had cause to
remember bis munificent benefactions. Il io doubt, cause some astonishment when it >»
stated that the amount already devoted by Mr. Adamjee to charitable purposes totals no less a
sum than two and a half millions of rupeesIt only remain, to lie stated that all the scholasUc
and charitable institutions founded ami maintained by Mr. Adamjee arc still in full working
order, and each and all in a flourishing condition. .

Early in December. >8,7. the public of Bombay were gral.Ged, and Mr. Adamjee lmnse-lf
greatly surprised, at a notification which appeared in the Bombay Government Gazele to the
effect'that Government had been pleased to appoint Mr. Adamjee to Le the bheri f of Bombay
for the year .897-98. Congratulations, both by letter and by w.re, poured ... upon Inm. si,owing

. 1 general satisfaction oa nn acknowledgment of hib nicnt. On
that the appointment had gn cn gener . nriscntcd

r rrotn different places and bodies, wen prvsimeuthis auspicious occasion some forty address , . .. . Ilotible of which was
to Mr. Adamjee, and entertainments were given •«• £ ( f
that organized by a large amii ... net. u! «1—„„
with Sir DmshawManockjee retit, • •. j Nativc gentlemen attended. The
nineteenth of January, .898, when thousandsof European b

following address, from the I'ul lie of limn buy, v..:- read. nm m.-
golden casket:

“To Adamjee Pcerbhoy, Esq.. J. I*., Sheriff of Bombay :
Sir:—It affords us, speaking as we do on 1 eh df of the v in»

unqualified pleasure to be able to congratulate you on your -v’.vctu :i fur L._ 
of this the first city in India.

It was but natural that the heart of every member of the Enr.ik .
should have thrilled with delight when it became known that the choicv • i 1. .... .
Lord Sandhurst for the Shrievalty for the ensuing year had fallen u[y ..;

In addition to them, your Mahomedan, European, Par- c. II.:. 1. .
citizens also unanimously share in the feeling of gratification it \ i: . .:
fill the most ancient and distinguished civic office in the patron > ; • «il

The high respect and esteem entertained for you may be .u-criK'l to I..:
uusectarian charities, your solicitude for the poor, your a-: i-lance m ill Iv..;::. .. .. . •
industries of the country, as also for your noble work in thee m-.- < f cduc.iliun m; I t .. .- -
tion of human suffering, which add brilliancy to a long.- uc i- ful ar.d l:> /.j
career. It must be gratify ing fur you to feel that you me in y cur clinin i y car
sons who, in their social relations, reflect in no small tm-nure y-ur m.r.i .
of heart, and virtues. Let us assure you that we arc giving but faiul cr.prv . .. .
expectation when we express the hope that there await you in the near future fartli.r :: ru.re
lasting honors to carry down the well-known name of the he id uf an ili'.t - i ’..  _• .
distant posterity.

In conclusion, we once mure offer you our congratulation-.- and j r r th.', .h.
God may spare you to enjoy the honor? you richly merit and grant you *. ; ill • ' > < .

Jijibhoy Framji Petit,
K.vzi Kabirudin, Sir Dixshaw Manockjee Ply;;. ' ; .
Nooroodln Ebrahim, Czhnw. ././a.-.y:.
GOVERDHANDAS GOKULDAS TEJVAL, Zi'.efi t.I/ j ’ \ A

Ifonarary St erf far :es. Coir.iif.tlr j. ' ’

His Holiness the High l*rie>t of the Dauodee ection of the T’orahliir;
also gave a grand entertainment to Mr. Adauijce and pre: entud an l*v • ” ’ ■’ . - -
and his community, .it the same time conferring on Mr .'oiamj. - th. Lra. • . ; ..• c.
“ Rafi-Utl-Din ’’ it. < . Climax of Religion^

Mr. Adamjee I’eerbboy was the first member ef his cummumi' to I . m
the Peace, and also the first to icceiw the high arp-nnlmt • f tdiuri: of
sketch of an honorable career, may be added the remark L-.t Mr. A . : . .
the leading member of hiscommumtv, and tint I:.'h i. ..ilaiivdhi •;:
and wealth by pirsi vcring habits, untiring energy, .-hrvv.«l biuinv'-. e.'.n..n:. , ... A .
by his amiable, sympathetic and urbane di ■;. itmu.

Mr. A<lamjce ha - two daughters nn<l hx mhis fl:c vld.v-t -n 
is a Justice of the 1'cair, ably conducts his falhtr’. oifair •• --
one who worthily reflects hLs father’s virtue?. The • ::d •»> :,"h A' ,.:..
a Justice of the 1’cace, has a ino>t genial and ugr- h di-; • itaa li in:::
shining civic light, having lately I'Cen vliitutl a mi re ol tae P. u; .... . ■
He is ambitious to Income useful to hi. b I’.ov. i Hi ■The third . . . .
is also a member »>f the Corporation, has the m.i’u ,;i ::i' *al ’i’-' l-tlur • ■ •• ' • •
harness establishments at Dharavi, B« mb ay.
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R.v? Bahadur Anandrao Ramkrish.na Tai.ciierkar.

Rao Bahadur Anandrao Ramkrishna Talcherkar.

In Native society, just the same os elsewhere, there are many worthy and able men who
do not come prominently before the public, preferring to remain quiet but earnest workers,
whether it be iu the official, professional, or private walks of life. To this retiring and reticent
class belongs the subject of this brief sketch.

Rao Bahadur Anandrao, now in his fiftieth year, received his early education in the
Robert Money Institution, Bombay. For the rest he may be regarded, in the true sense of the
word, as a self-made man. Previous to entering Government sendee, in which he has spent
the best part of his life, he was in the employ of the shortlived Hindustan Bank of Share mania
times. He next joined the Public Debt office; this was in October, 1867. Mr. Anandrao was
taken on the office staff of the Government Dock-yard, Bombay, in the new Indian Troop
Transport Sendee, then being organized for the annual conveyance of troops between England
and India. As Accountant, and as Head Assistant, he continued iti this department for over
twelve years, which period covered the dispatch from Bombay of three Military Expeditions
by sea, viz.: the Abyssinian, the Malta, and the Afghan Expeditions. His services were noted
with satisfaction by Captains Robinson, Searle, and Carew, of the late Indian Navy, who were
the several Superintendents of Marine under whom he had been gradually advanced. The
late Captain Sir Henry Morland, I. N., transport officer, who was then a lieutenant, bore
testimony to his “conspicuous diligence, integrity and intelligence’’ and the "zealous, ener­
getic and able manner" in which the work of the department had been conducted by him
After the successful dispatch of the Expeditionary Force from Bombay to Europe in 1878, which
was the first expedition of its kind sent from India, Mr. Anandrao received the thanks of the
special transport officer for his "zealous services and cheerful and ready assistance, afforded
during a period of very trying and difficult work." Mention of these exceptionally good
services was made to Government by Rear-Admiral (then Captain) J. Bythesea, Consulting
Naval Officer to the Government of India, the “vigilance and energy’’ displayed by Mr.
Anandrao being spoken of in the highest terms. For several years afterwards he occupied the
post formerly held by the Secretary to the Superintendent of Marine. In 1S93 Mr. Anandrao
was appointed cashier of the Dock-yard by Rear-Admiral Sir John Hext, K. C. I. E., which
post he continues to fill with credit. In May, 1897, His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-
General, Lord Elgin, was pleased to confer on Mr. Anandrao the title of Rao Bahadur as a
personal distinction, in recognition of his long and meritorious services, extending over thirty
years, in the Royal Indian Marine. Rao Bahadur Talcherker has served for several years, and
is still serving, on the Municipal Board of the suburban town of Bandora, the leading munici­
pality in the Thana District. He is spoken of as “ a hard-working member of the Bandora
Municipality, always ready to further municipal interests, and taking great trouble and interest
in his duties as a Municipal Commissioner." He is well known for hLs advocacy of sanitary
and other reforms for the improvement of the town. As a public-spirited citizen he takes a
keen interest in questions of Indian social improvement. From his life, as well as from his
writings, he would appear to have unbounded faith in the efficacy of silent, persistent and
earnest individual effort, as opposed to loud and academical discussions, compromises and
calculating expediency, in all urgent social reform movements.



Tin: Late Ardesir Hormasjek Wadia, 1£sq.

The Late Ardesir Horm.i>jee Wadia, Esq.
The late Mr. Ardesir, of Lowji Castle, was born on the twenty-cig

and died on the sixteenth of May, 18S2. At the time of the death < f hi. fai'.i^r. Mr 11 -
jee Bomanjee, who was reputed to be a wealthy merchant. Mr. Ardc Jr w . I;-?.!- . 11
and his brother, Bomanjee, who was his senior by about four y ean.. were r <1 . :■...
by their father’s death of his great experience and guidance. Ik-ide*. hi . reputed •• ..
merchant and a ship-owner, for his ship1* were then plying between India ar.d Ci..: a. .. L:
estate in Salsette, known as the “Coorla Estate,’’ had l»cen i- ignvd to Mr. il . I
Exist India Company in tSofi for vahiab’e services rendered, ami although the gift ’. . ■ ' ecu-
sidered very important then from a r evemi.il point of view, the property yield • at tl:- .
time a net income of 35,00 rupees a year. At the time of Mr. U r.nu.<>.- <1 nth. 1: . r
in spite of his supposed wealth, his estate was found to be heavily iiicum! red.st : ;•?,.’y
to the credit of the two young sons, who were only ninett.cn and fifteen r-. ; . il:
they were able to pay off the debts and leave a fortune of forty lakhs < f vujec • tktr •
of the flourishing condition of their firm. This firm had a unique h.-’.ory, --
period of one hundred and twenty-five years, ami was m> favorably km.v.n in In- .. 1. v..-’.
in Europe, anil particularly in England, th.it their bills taken up by Link- •.-> utr.: ...
extent.

Mr. Ardesir was a min of retiring di-positi -n, wh-» textk very lit.! 1 irt i ; [ uh! . affair
but what little he did in this direction was to his credit in 1S37 lie v. as th c'.cd an .-
member of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain ami Ireland. In i‘-;o he v. .
Justice of the Peace. In 1841 he was appointed by Government an hotwraty C< mm: :..r.
the Court of Requesters. In 1S42 he was dated .1 iiain'-t «•: the Commiltc-: cl t’j.- ’hi’...
Educational Institution. On the ninth of August, tMy. al .1 meeting of ll: tic« . a r< '...
lion was moved by him, and, after a wamidiscu.-sion, carried by a majority. that 1! ; Mur.icsp
servants, including coolies and other out-door l.il>un.T>, employed <>n nnmlhtv *.k a’ ’
not be called upon to work on Sunday and no reduction in their piy :u! ’. b. m i. « ; th .
account.

The firm of the deceased were closely coniKCte-l in 1 >u-in.• • ••.:•..; >irC»i-:r ..1
and one of the two ship- owned by the linn v.a-. known by Hie r ; *• Sir Ci:
This gentleman was of material help to the two brothers. and his name 1 •: till cl: 1: I ’.
younger memliers of the deceased’s family. Ammig-t the 1’ai :•> the Linnl 
gratefully remembered on nccuul of Ins having given tin m a t r t. a.; .it a.1 c- .
several lakhs. This fire temple t » known as the Ibunu-'.c. \\ • h 1 I ic..:; - -
lion was laid in 183a

Allliough the deceased vvus intimately ..-.uc itc. ! w.h Hi. 1::n ;/• u >
and w’as promoter of several joint stink companies ■ *. v.. •
during the* “share mania ’’), and although the tcput-di-m 1 • :.;‘ i : : ’■ : 1 ■-
was a most enviable one, and bm-im - in all the > 1.. 1 tian '. ! •■ . e
was by his philanthropy and private charily that In - n.inic . t . ; ....
Vne4entatiouslv, he gave away from thirty to iv.tv ibc.. • : :r... . ■ i ' • :
providing for his numcicu- family , he left in h: • will a ; • 1 -A- • • •
the hands of his tnL-tei-, lor distiibutnm in eli.iritv th*. •. -!

evemi.il
ninett.cn


Ardesir Framjee Moos, Eso.

Ardesir Framjee Moos, Esq.
The subject of this memoir was one of the most healthy products of English education

in India. His birth dates back to June twenty-second. 1827, and throughout his life his ster­
lingworth. his exquisitely sensitive temperament and his high moral code made him true to
his God and faithful to his fellow men. He belonged to the good old Guz.dar family which
migrated to Bombay about 1760, both his father and grandfather having been each 111 his day
and generation well known merchants of high standing. The Bombay Chamber of Com­
merce, which was first established in 1S36, and whose first managing committee consisted of
seven Europeans and three Parsee gentlemen, numbered Seth Framjee Moos amongst the
latter, associated with him being Seth Framjee Cowasjee Banajee and Seth Dadabhoy Pcston-
,jee Wadia. Mr. BaLinjee. the grandfather of Mr. Ardesir. adopted the surname of ‘Moos,”
which is a corruption of Monsieur, and the history of this is as follows : While other Parsee
merchants were generally nicknamed on account of some peculiarity of their dress or some
other characteristic, the foreign traders always addressed Mr. Ratanjee respectfully as Mon­
sieur (“ Mooso ”) and the family is now known by the abbreviated appellation of Moos.

Mr. Ardesir was educated at the Elphinstone School, where, by sheer ability and intel­
ligence. he attracted the special attention of the principal, Dr. Harkness. The lad secured all
the scholarshipsand prizes that were open to him, ami this led Dr. Harkness to offer him, at
the earlv age of sixteen, a position ns one of his assistants. Subsequently Mr. Ardesir was
appointed Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Physics at the Elphinstone Institution, which
post he resigned, however, in 1S53 to take up a position in the Telegraph Department, this
being the first time that a native of India had been offered such an appointment. On his
retirement from the Elphinstone Institution, Mr. Ardesir’s pupils, friendsand admirers, resolved
ata meeting to perpetuate his memory by placing his portrait in oil in a conspicuous place in
the Institution, but this was rendered impossible by his modestly refusing to sit for the por­
trait. A similar resolution was adopted by members of the Native General Library, which
institution owes its origin, growth and present flourishing condition to the disinterested efforts
of Mr. Ardesir, but this idea was also abandoned in deference to his wishes. Having served
in the Telegraph Department for some time, and seeing that the higher appointments were
closed to him, as a native, he resigned from Government service.

In 1S61 Mr. Ardesir was appointed secretary of the Bombay Royal Mills on a salary of
i,2co rupees per mensem. The directors of the mills, after the appointment of Mr. Moos, did
not interfere at all in the management, as they relied absolutely on the energy of their new
secretary. He soon put a stop to the pernicious system of brokerage then in vogue, by which
secretaries were paid a commission on every transaction. Later on, a sudden rise in the price
of cotton caused a heavy loss to the company and Mr. Ardesir voluntarily offered to sene on
half pay till the accounts once more showed a balance on the right side, and his example was
followed by the whole staff down to the mukadam. In 1867 he resigned his appointment, and,
like his father and his grandfather, entered into business as a merchant. Mr. Ardesir served on
the Parsee Chief Matrimonial Court, was a Justice of the Peace, a Special Juror, and a Fellow
of the University. He was unanimously elected Chief Auditor of the Bombay Municipality in
1S67, which office lie held till his death. Mr. Arde-ir was instrumental, with Nowrojee Fur-
doonjee, Dadabhoy Nowrojee, Sorabjee Bengali, and others, in forming the ” Young Bombay
Party,” whose efforts in social reform during the sixties and seventies were supported by Sir
E. Pern' and Dr. Wilson. He was one of the leading spirits in the establishment of the first
debating society, the first literary and scientific society, and the first social reform society.
His political views were sound, and many a time, by his quiet but firm attitude, he put an
efficient brake on the too rapid movements of his over zealous radical friends of the Young
Bombay Party. He was one of the foremost pioneers of female education, and there was not
a public institution established during this period of his activity to which he did not lend a
helping hand. In whatever he did he worked quietly, never courting publicity and never
approving of the action of those who did. He was a man of wide attainments in" science, his
forte being physical science, while his well known scholarly attainments in the English and
Guzrati languages were evidenced by the publication of his English and Guzrati Dictionary,
which was issued up to the letter “S,” when his sudden death put a stop to his labors. The
dictionary was dedicated, by permission, to Lord Ripon, Governor-General of India. His
book, “ Travels in India ” enjoys a wide circulation. It was the first book of its kind written
in India, and it was dedicated, by permission, to the Duke of Edinburgh. Mr. Ardesir was
either a trustee or secretary and treasurer of no less than fourteen charitable and other insti­
tutions. Mr. Ardesir left behind him three sons, all holding appointments under Government.
The eldest son is the Civil Surgeon at Thana, and the second is the Director of the Gov­
ernment Observatory at Colaba. Bombay, while his youngest son is an assistant in the Cus­
toms Department. His only daughter is engaged in a labor of love. She established, and
now superintends, a large and thriving girls’ school, which is a power for good in the com­
munity to which she belongs.



Rao Bahadur Atmaram Juilaram I Mvil.

AO BAHAIM’R ATMARAM JOITARAM PATELL.

Leva I<nnbt, was bom on th, seventeenth of Sep

Surat. < f well-to-do pan nt-. .aid received lit. n:'..:

cation at a private Gujrali -chord kept by a

remaining at this Lchi.ol fir i couple <<1 y. .:

Gujrati Government school, uber.-he Uy cd until

pletcd his education in Giijr..ti. In r hr 1..: .

high school, and axkr studying then-until 7 ..;

the Bombay University entrance examination. k.’l:

passing, and immediately joined the Eh hinr.lonc Colk : • al i'wby. Win'

attending the Surat High School both hi. parent:- had died. Alter at

stone College for nearly three year*, his eye-sight I vcaine at/ccted. and lie v..i. ’ 1

college physician to leave the college and return home Thi • he did, but

for twelve months he returned to Ihnnb jy and rey nn <1 ll-.i clkgi. th niga i ..

there a month he was prostrated by fever, ami th-> cornpeik-d him to . ;

He. however, returned to Bombay the nt xl year, hut ill L. 1th c inr ik i I: •.

college and give up the idi.1 of acquiring a complete iinhvrsilv cdiaatiou. At he I

become acquainted with an Englishman whondvi id him to trv t'... . a : . .... 1

in England, I ait Ids uncle and other mcmU-rs < his family ta i »’ y •:. to i u .;

India, tn April. 1S72. he j. invd the F.riMla Stati-Bi 'aS/;:- -1 <r.i.-. . • ' . .

teacher. In April, 1S75, he nccouj|uiikil tin 1 hah . S d.. ’ -. i.. ; ‘ .

retary and aice-antant He r. t'lirn d t»« I .u- ..nnlki 11a ...

for mote than eleven y i an* hr w -nt ti» ti. ■■ mu v ;t-ri mt 1 r. ■’ t:

joined the Stale S:.-vex Department In .. ..pi mut 1A •: ' nt hi*...; t

the Maharaja of Limbdi. ir.d bv dmt of hard unrl. ..nd r-aaightlni-a

Survcv and Settlement SiqK-nnti. i:dt nt vl the <t.d«. ijt .’inn h- ’.I ’.it:-



i! v.iadvu, Tin: Lath Hon. Ui chi:i:i»A'-- Amiiaidass, C. S. I.



Rao Bahadur, the Late Hon. Becherdass Ambaidas^, C. S. I.

Rao Bahadur Becherdass belonged to the Kudwa sect of Kunbees, from which so many
notable commercial men have sprung. His father, Ambaidass, was the proprietor of a banking
firm that did business with the Peshwa at Poona, the Gackwar of Baroda, and the military*
department of the East India Company. Ambaidass resided at Alimedabad. a city that is now
the centre of great commercial activity.

Rao Bahadur Becherdass was born in I "So, and his early education was limited to a
knowledge of Gujarati, Mahrathi, and a smattering of Persian, but he improved himself
intellectually after he entered his father's business as manager of the branches at Amreli,
Rajkote, Bhuj, Deesa and Neemuch. The villages of Vudson and Deghecha were granted to him
by the Mahomedati rulers, in recognition of his patriotic services. Becherdass made himself
popular with the British officers, Captain Crowley especially took a fancy to the lad, and
instructed him in English until he had acquired a fair knowledge of the language. He
entered the military department of the East India Company in 1S45. Next year, however, his
venerable father having died, he resigned his appointment and took over the management of
his heritage. But though he had left Government sen-ice, he still made himself useful in the wars
of the Punjab during 1857, when the country was passing through the terrible ordeal of the
Mutiny, and gave money for the purpose of financing and helping Europeans who were
exposed to danger from the mutineers. When a condition of law and order was once more
established he started an export and import agency at Bombay, with branches at Dholera,
Wadhwan, Coomta, Barsey and Broach, ami he formed business connections with various
European firms. At the same time he did not neglect his duty toward his caste people, but
exercised his utmost endeavors to elevate them socially.

In 1S65 Mr. Becherdass established several spinning and weaving mills in Alimedabad,
one of which he named after himself. By his sober judgment, strong character and resourceful
nature he amassed a large fortune, which he used most advantageously. He made a princely
gift of two lakhs of rupees for educational and charitable purposes, while among the other
philanthropic works that he left behind him in Alimedabad are : The Mahalaxmi Female Train­
ing College, a Sanskrit school, the Becherdass Dispensary, the Sadavrat ami a Rest-house for trav­
elers near the railway station. He was elected a Municipal Commissioner, which position he filled
from 1862 till the time of his death. In 1866 he was nominated a member of the Local Fund
Committee, and two years later he was made an Honorary Magistrate. He was instrumental in
suppressing female infanticide ami in regulating marriage expenses in the Kudwa community.
His distinguished services were highly eulogized by the Government, who conferred on him
the title of “ Rao Bahadur " in 1875. His exertions were further recognized by Her Most
Gracious Mujestv the Queen-Empress of India, who conferred on him the Companionship of
the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India. As a member of the Legislative Council, and
the Senate Committee, and a Trustee of the Bombay Port Trust, he served his country with
credit. He traveled over the greater part of India' ami was present at the Imperial Assem­
blage at Delhi, where he received a medul from Lord Lytton. He died on the twentieth of
December, 1889, leaving one daughter and a son named Shambhooprasad.

Sheth Shambhooprasad. i

Was born at Alimedabad on the twenty-fourth of February, 1865. He succeeded his
father in the management of the business of banker, agent and cotton manufacturer. From
his childhood Sheth Shambhooprasad showed considerable fondness for trawl and an apti­
tude for study. He traveled extensively in India and Ceylon, afterwards publishing his expe­
riences and impressions in .1 pamphlet. As he was held in such high tstwtn by the rate­
payers of Alimedabad thev elected him to the Municipality, and since hw election he has
taken an active part in the deliberations of that body, which regulates the civil all iif><d the city.
He is President of the Kudwa community by virtue of hi-; benevolent gilt-, ami h; -qvcid
interest in their education and progress. He is also the President of the I miya . lai 1 Com­
mittee. He built a pond mansarovar ami a rest-house, (or which acts of ciianty Hi • Highness
the Gackwar of Baroda sent him a valuable present. He is a Frvem.i »n ami h • much intlu-
ence among the Masons of Alimedabad. He po^essv .1 thorough knowledge of hi. bu-itio.
and obtains a firm grasp <if the various questions that arise concerning the welfare ot Ir.di 1.
He invested a sum of fifteen hundred rupees in order that the interest therefrom might be
distributed to the bovs <>t his caste in the high school, and he is boarding ami educating, al his
own expense, a number of students who are attending college in Alimedabad

The Late Rao Bahadur Bholanath Sar.
Rao Bahadur Bholanath Sarabhai was a native of Baroda, where he .

23, 1822. He was the son of Sarabhai, whose ancestors served under tii. M ...
Peshwxs, but who was himself a Residency Munshi, and. ally, D.d. i ..• t_ C:
Walker, the then Resident at Baroda. The British Government grant ’. hi
in perpetuity, in recognition of his services. He belonged to the vvclbkno .;
gara Nagar Brahmins.

Young Bholanath, who was educated by his father, had, by I’ _• .
acquired a creditable knowledge of Persian, San.-knt, Marathi am! Engl; h. .
he had to strike out for himself, and being enterprising ami self-reliant I..- I . c
the office of the District Judge at Alimedabad. In 1844 he w;.> appt inted a Mu: 
dabad, after which he became a Scalar Amin, then Pnnci; il Sudan
Class Sulxirdiuate Judge. His services were rewarded by Government will:
Bahadur and a khilat, and lie was made a Second Cla-s Sirdar of the D.. c
honors, however, only held a subordinate place in hi » aspiration-;. he 1.1.... ; . 1.. i; ...
higher mission to fulfill. He became a pioneer of social and religion r. '.
career as a reformer stands out in greater relief than it otherwi-e w u!d owing to ,
during the earlier period <»f hi> life he livxil urr-’tind-.-d‘ v r ’.itii :: 1!. ’ „ . : ’
of intelligent effort he outgrew tlu-e super-titions l!n>t-.-tin ; m
of Hinduism, Bholanath became the leader of Hindu Prote : mti-m. and w. :
help of his zealous and sympathetic friends. Rao Bahadur Ranchord! d Ch’. d . .. i .;
Saheb Mahipatram Rupram, he founded, at Alimedabad. *.l:c l’i -. S . n .. ;
theistic basis, the aims ami doctrines of the S.unaj being identical with th. : the ?.
S.muja at Calcutta. Its object is to weed out the >upcr -tni«»n-. fn.m llindui 
the ideal form of worship as that of tile One Tri • G<-!. Unld.c t’-.e \rv 1 S :::: , ;
the gieat reformer Dayauanda S.irasvali, it does m-t accept ..uy 1 1 >k . .. -.»> ..
infallible guide, and rvj. cti all cun-iderati ;:-vi in r 1: • . 2 ?.
nath abhorred the ca-le invitation, ami w.m the lir t to v.u'.i i: 1 > >a’.n ’> ?d .'ar-...
caste dispute on his return from England. Ik- -'.i .1 <•: infant 1:..: . : . . .
direct violation of the S.i-»tr.is, pin--ic.illy liam ti:*. and as Leinc « r - < : *... .
degeneration of the Hindus. He hcl>l that .1 bu k-»•;-i ‘ ’ • d.
of twenty-live. He was in favor of choice m.11 ria c. . dulv contr I th.- .... .
advocated widow remarriages on grounds m rat and 1-.1 h i.-. '. '
tliized with the widows. 1 la cu:i--id« rc<l t c education c-1 liir-ia ■ u n . ... .. 1.



T:n: Late Rao Bahadur Biiolanath Sarabhai.

Dr. Thomas Blaney, C. 1. E.
Dr. Blaney was born in the town of Caharonlish, in Ireland, in 1S23. He came to India

in 1836 and joined the Subordinate Medical Department of the East India Company as an
apprentice. It is interesting to know that the quaint rules in force then—over sixty years ago
—set forth that the indenture signed by an apprentice “shall be written with his own hand
ami shall be duly signed and scaled with three seals." Young Blaney was enjoined to "avoid
bad company," to "regularly attend the public worship of God," ami "not to play at cards,
dice, billiards or any other unlawful game 1” After completing his apprenticeship he was sent
to sea in a medical capacity. He returned to Bombay and completed a four years’ course in
the Government College. He was refused permission to remain another year in the college,
but he still served Government till 1S60, when he resigned.

Dr. Blaney’s private practice has been very large from the first, and his income has
consequently been ample, but his good nature and his charitable disposition have kept him a
comparatively poor man, when he might easily have amassed a fortune. His chief enjoyment
has always been to help the poor and the penniless. He has been medical adviser to as many
as three generations of the same family in many instances, and has been remembered in the
wills of a number of persons who had been his patients. Dr. Blaney established a school for
the waifs of Christian parentage, at his own expense, and this school having been taken over
by a committee is now maintained by public subscription. He was made a Justice of the
Peace in 1871 and he has been a member of the Municipal Corporation for many years.

In 1875 Dr. Blaney was appointed Sheriff of Bombay, atid he was re-appointed to that
office in 1S87. In 1878 he became Chairman of the Town Council which office he held for three
consecutive years. While serving on the Town Council or the Corporation, or both at once, he
always refused the fees due to him for attending the meetings, and these fees, it may be men­
tioned, would have amounted altogether to some 16,000 rupees. When Dr. Blaney retired
from the Town Council, his colleagues presented him with an address enclosed in a handsome
silver and ebony casket.

In 1876 Dr. Blaney was appointed Coroner of Bomliay, and this office he filled for seven­
teen years. In 18S1 he was elected Chairman of the Bombay Corporation, and he served fora
year as president of that body. In 1SS9 he became a member of the Joint Schools Committee
and was at once elected their chairman. He was nominated a member of the Jubilee Tech­
nical Institution by the Corporation some years ago.

Dr. Blaney was made a Companion of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire
by her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress in 1894, in recognition of his many services
to the public of Bombay. In the square in front of the palatial Victoria Railway Terminus
building there is a handsome and faithful statue of the venerable Doctor. This memorial
stands as a practical proof of Dr. Blaney’s jxjpularity amongst the citizens of Bombay. The
depth of their regard for their fellow townsman will be better understood when it is slated that
the statue was erected in 1894, al a time when Dr. Blaney was still laboring among them, and
the Doctor thus has the rare gratification of being able to witness in his own statue his fellow
citizens’ testimony to his goodness and popularity.



Dr. Thomas Blaney, C. I. H.

The Hon. Mr. B'-m.inji Innshav/ Petit, i. i .

This gentleman is the eldest surviving sun of Sir i'.i. h.r.v 'I
l-orn in 1S59. He was educated at St. Xavier’s College, Ih.rnbay, v.I ?.•
passed his preliminary examination in Art-. He would h iv< pr- .1
but the death of his elder brother Cowasjee made it nvci-ssary fur him h> ; . '..
Dinsh.avv Maneckji Petit. Sons & Co.—and a in the man. >.*•...
ginning and pressing concerns managed by the firm, viz • th. M.-.r ...
Petit, the Mazagon, the Victoria and the I-’ramjec Petit Mills, •’•nd . ..
ning and Pressing Co., I.tiL, as well as other colo bi; . . ■ ::
on, the death of hi» brother, Mr. 1-ramiee Petit, threw the entire rn.iv . . ■
mentioned concerns, together with the ether mi-cellantnu-. L-.i-.int •
shoulders of Mr. Bomanje-e, who howe ver conducts t’acm all with «-.tr :«!7>’.;-.:.i . ' . . ' -
In addition to th:-, he has lately est iblishcd a firm c uli 1 P>. C. : S . .
agency he has erected «i ginning and pressing factory atjaini; la- :
on foot similar concerns, as well as spinning, weaving, dwiag and I h .
parts of India. The principal idea of Mr. liomanjee m Martin;; li.. .• b
his sons iu commercial life, and with this object in vr.w he h.r. m..«!-c t-.o e: th .. M;
and Mr. Dhuujevhhoy partners in tin-concerns.

Mr. Bomanjec is a man of the world, an 1 a shrewd, f.u- zein . i- ...• .. ..
He !> a director of the Bank of Bombay. He pc . . .. ti.« ;h i.rt . . 1 '
«'f spinning and weaving mills, and this km>wli «’.ge base »U'< d him to I v cct •
Board of Directors of several Joint block company », v:- lhe C1 -b.v :i \ . .
Pressing Co.. Ltd.; the K user i-Hind Gold Mining C-».. Ltd ; the \\\ *1*. > ?. . >; .
Weaving Co., Ltd.; the Jubilee Manufacturing l<- . I.’.d ; ’ihM . . : . .. u
Ltd .; the Bombay IKeingCo , Ltd.-, the Sr --‘H ami All;: .c . . X Mill •" '.
under the- agency of Sir D. M. Petit Sons hi Co., namvl*. the M cku -
Petit, the Bomanjce Petit, the M.uagon, the 1 r ■.mjci !\l;ta::d the V: ......
jve is president of the first twooftb.c-e Litter e-nnp.nr.vs. In
chairman of a mu company c.dkd " lln ILmiLai 1 ■ i : < . i . ,
lishtsl by himself. He is a member of the Ihanb y LhatnUr • i C num
(hvners* Association-md the Bombay I ranch « f tl Utr i! \ 1. i.; I ■' '
a member t'f the Kiatd of the Bombay Improv.nt Tint. .
(Owners’ Association. Some time ago a Cottrn: I.-.ch;.; ; As 1 .
under the auspices<<f some k.uling liuropc.hi much nl< Tin . m

elation was c-ontimd to the lurthcrance of the v.’... :. of . ;
cxcltisicm <»f native merchants This caused a fi . Ur , « ! <. -.•./..'.i ■
merchants, who arc \civ strong in Bmnb.iv. , •<> 1. m th. • m .
u is established with a powerful Intinl. pic.-mbd o\v,r Mr I'

Mr. Bom.inji v, m tv.p.h t mdmg the 1 .nd ti;. . ■
a lively intvre t in -. m’.i! and vdnv itn-nal . . i.hua 1 • : •
Justwt < f tin Pc.uv for the Town ami Mind ol i’.amhiv 1 y
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Bomanjee Dinshaw Petit, Esquire, J. P., and Family.

I



Bombay Parsec Matrimonial Court. He ik a member of the Boards of the Victoria Jubilee
Technical Institute, the Sir Jamsetjee Jevjeebhoy Parsec Benevolent Institution, the Jamseljce
Nussenvanji Petit Parsec Orphanage, the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and
the Lady Sakcrbai Dinshaw Petit Hospital for Animals. He is on the Managing Committees
of the Society for the Amelioration of Distressed Zoroastrians in Persia, the Sir Dinshaw Petit
Gymnasium, the Society for Erecting Sanitary Dwellings for Poor Parsecs, the New Scheme
to erect model sanitary dwelling quarters for Parsecs ami other similar institutions. Mr.
Bomanjec frequently takes a holiday among the hills, but in 1891 he made an extended tour,
during which he visited Europe and America, where he devoted his time to seeing and study­
ing the manners and customs of the people. He gives freely to deserving objects, and in this
he follows in the footsteps of his distinguished father, Sir Dinshaw. He has contributed so far
a sum of about two lakhs of rupees to the establishment of libraries, schools and hospitals and
for a building for housing poor Parsecs, the foundation stone of which was recently laid by
Lady Sandhurst.

Mr. Bomanjec is one of the largest landed proprietors of Bombay, and his possessions in
Bombay and elsewhere, in addition to his various other investments, are worth fifteen lakhs of
rupees. The best of his properties is his residential mansion, “Chateau Petit,”at Warden
Road, Mahaluxmi, which is a fine building, with a spcndidly laid out garden and beautiful
lawns and playgrounds. The place is magnificently fitted up with electric lights and all up-to-
date conveniences. It is liandsomvly and tastefully furnished and decorated, ami is finally
embellished with highly valuable paintings ami statuary, executed by the well known masters
of the West. One of the features of the Chateau is its select and valuable library, which cost
over Rs. 10,000, and which contains a collection of old out-of-print books as well as some of
the Ixjst modern literary gems. This is probably the most attractive feature of the mansion.

In 1899 His Excellency the Governor, Lord Sandhurst, was pleased to nominate Mr.
Bomanjec to a scat on the Bombay Legislative Council as Additional Member for Making

Laws and Regulations.
In 1872, at the age of thirteen, Mr. Bomanjec married Bai Goolbai, the eldest daughter

of Mr. Nanabhoy Byramjve Jeejeebhoy, the well known scion of the Jevjeebhoy Dadabhoy
family, and a gentleman who had had a brilliant public career in his early days. Mr. Boman-
jee has three sous and two daughters, all of whom appear in the photographic group published

with this sketch.
On the tbirtevnlh of January, 1900, the Hon. Mr. Bouianjce had the honor of enter­

taining His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, Governor of Bombay, at the Chateau I’etit al a
gathering of fareuell given by him to His Excellency, whose term of office was expiring the
following month. His Excellency was accompanied by Lady Sandhurst, and the gmsts
included the leading members of European and native society in Bombay.

xwx x^x x*x x*J x*Jir.'t Jnf 5i If inf infx»x x»x x*x

Budruddin Abdulla Kent, Esquire, J. P.
Mr. Budruddin was bora in Bombay on the tv.ciity-fiftli March. 5 an :.

Mr. Abdulla Allysalieb Koor, w ho is well know n for his large : ........... •
Mr. Budruddin is aSunnee Mohammedan, and Belon; . to a hbch’.y r. ; .
came to India from Arabia centuries ago. We may add that fully ni:; .
Mohammedans of India are Suunc-es. jlr. Budruddin’- Mb :
medical service and served under General Macnaughteu in the .\.r .
was educated at the Elphinstone High School, and after malrtcnl.-h:
education at the Elphinstone College. He is familiar with the Er.gli .
several vernacular languages. In March. 1892, Mr. Budruddin w. .
Municipal Corporation for Bhuleshwar Ward and still retains hi. ..... I... i . ; - ......
in 1S95. Mr. Budruddin was also, in 1892. mated a Jn-lu a- of the i\ ..
island of Bombay by Lord Harris’s government when he reverie cd ... ... .
gratulation. Amongst these was one from the members of the Oriental l i­
the following passage from this address will show how Mr. Bud
people of Bombay: “The honor thus conferred upon you simultan m ; y u'
Bombay, and His Excellency the Governor, h.is been fully d.td ' . ..
tilting recognition of the public svvices rendered by you. 011 behalf • t the •...;. -i : . ■
city on various occasions, and we lived hardly •ure you mi this mca 11 th .. .
has given the highest gratification, not only to the Mohammedan corn::::. ..ly ’. ■ -•...
belong, but also to many other communities who enlvrt.Jn a very high re :-l - .
look upon you .is one in who-c hands they can put their inti-a with •aL.-ty . 71:;
is signed by Mr. D. R. Tati and Mr. Manmohandas Day a*da,.- a I tv llm ?. . -
lively. Mr. Budruddin is a verv active corporator and take. great inten. t r.i __
relating to the sanitation of Bombay. He i . a nie-mlwr ami auditor of •?.<• .
Society, which is the leading Mohammedan body of Bombay; a dir. clt.r > • • •.r..l: . : ’. :
funds; a life-member of the Sayan Prvsitak Mamlila Society ; a it.::;’ cl C incil
Presidency Association and honorary secretary to-vveral Moh:mme«l.m •’ IIvl:.:-L
special interest in the annual conference of Monlvk•. of India, which ::: .
object the social, religious ami education.d regeneration of India.

Mr. Budruddin takes a deep interest m the cau- of the prof a: * : Z ..
when Alexander Russel! Webb, lite American Consul at Manilla. I'killi: im. I • '
embraced the faith of the l*rophtl, xisiltd India with a view to .■ ..r:::
propt.-,-• 1 carrying on in the Vnited Slates of America, having for r. ■ .. ’ th
Mohammedan doctrines; Mr. Budrud lin tm»k the matter in l:aml c:i»l. wi.h h.
remitted almnt rupees to Mr. Webb. A journal i- .-..tl I . C. .
ns the Moslem World. apjH-.irs to be a rv will ctlilud p.qnr. Mr V. . h. . .
work in the I'nitetl States, ns Mr (Juilh >m. an Engli-h «• r.< 1 . . - it . i
Bmlrnddin h.e-i dclixerctl many hi tun . ou r Mi ’ eh.
to various Ixidus in Ihmileiy. Durim; the Hindu .n-1 M ’ . . ’ .
ruddin did much to quiit the mob and bring al a 1 m L. '
great sutions of the people of Bombay, andon th<- l... Z. .; .
addresses (,f thanks from the leaders of th • waitm 0 :ninmr.tii - ... '
leading Mollammvilan l*riest of Bomb.a. u-; . ah< ■
addresses the quotation from the Pel-i in I I. -h. ‘’A’.-.-”-- ‘ ’
not l>v years.” was usul, referring to Mr limlruddiu -. /"L . \V1 • . i
theShahZada Na-rullah Khan, nm of the Amir of Afgl: m; v:
England. Mr Ihnlrud<lin w.: .dcputecd I x : • v b... ‘' •
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........... ... • :i:v prim* •..•.nd m- wa> honoreil by the present uf a valuable Cashmere
~ ■ . . . . : .!i J ul ;. Mr Budruddin lakes a lively iiiktc.4 in the subject ol priman

. .h - I me much to assist the cause. He has traveled extensively in India
<■: the h: t«>:ic places, both Mohammedan and Hindu. Mr. Budruddin

.. ' . . . mt -■ in the Mecca Pilgrimage question and, after the contention of the
........ ;. J j ... nut in Paris had drawn up regulations for the control of pilgrims,

/ dm . .- i-.tra-'.’. I hx <v\cral <»! the leading Mohammedan societies of Bombay with
... ; ... t .ring rimiori .■> for presentation to His Excellency the Viceroy praying that
.... . - India .-hould not adopt the regulations in the form suggested !») the con-

■ :jk::io: ds were duly prepared and presented, with the result that many of the
a- wc:c withdrawn. One of the regulations, however, passed by the

., - ; . <.f Pad: i rd aiug quarantine of pilgrims at Kamaran, appear to be radically
. i fr. :u t’.c n-:> <‘f Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel Weir, health officer of the port of Bombay,

tains Hughes and Hardcastle, both commanders of pilgrim ships. Instead of mini-
• tile risk of tli-v.i-u when the pilgrims reach Jeddo, there can be no doubt that the

.... .. ’ del of ten dats at an unhealthy station like Kamaran, where the drinking water
is ' a :. h_; an injurious effect on the general health of a shipload of people. Mr. Budruddin

. calk i by Lord Brassey. the president of the Opium Commissioners, to give evidence
re that ’■ ,dy a; d. in answer to a question of the president, he expressed the opinion,

that “the alm-e • alcohol was a thousand times more harmful than the abuse of opium.”
T':.-C-itim? -mner-’ report on the whole opium question is well known, ami was a great blow
ti' the English f in .tic- who are always seeking to interfere in Indian matters which they do
:: *. 1 r.,:;::«>t p • -ib’.;. understand The position taken up by the Earl of Roseberry, when
I5? i:ue Mini-tvr of England, on the Armenian question, caused great anxiety to Mohammedan
: .»: -ti n of Indi x. for. the Sultan of Turkey, being Khalif, or head of the Islamites, any
actum of England against Turkey would have been regarded, by Mohammedans, as a serious
‘ I • to their faith Mr. Budruddin, by virtue of his commanding position in Bombay, was
c.d'.v-i upon by his co-religionists to express their views on the question and he attended

iiiv meeting- not only in Bombay, but also in many of the leading Mohammedan centres
• • i: t. ..ml. by his calmness ami moderation, he did much to lull the storm and strife in
M .h uninclan mind-. Mr. Budruddin, in a letter to the “Times of India” of April 17. 1S95,

i his vtvv.s the whole question, and the predictions then made by him have been
x.- .h. 1 by ju nt events The following passage which we quote from this letter,

; .7 t > r.s to put a very different aspect on the Armenian question to that held by the
t . in Eng’. ml. who arc too often content to lake the rabid statements made at Exeter
H di meetings as gospel:

“Sir I*, ha- hi eti destined by Providence that for the last thirteen centuries Mohain-
m 1 :.s ha'.i* been the guardians of the holy places both of Christendom and Islam. The
p:. .i:t Suit • is • imply .1 successor to this continuous guardianship, ami, apart from his
1 :vi! i -icular authority over the Ottoman Empire, he is also the Khalif or the head of

M •l.Hi Church of the whole world. From millions of mosques throughout the
1 y .•• offered ><:i Fridays ami other national holidays by Mob mimed an congrega-

t: . i - trim .rid l.;m .di-m. His position, therefore, as the head of the whole Islamic
.. i 1.1 the !- r corners of the globe is simply unique, ami it is therefore natural

th I .ittai k 1 :i • per- ma! dignity is most keenly felt b\ the Mohammedan nations.
- the pa-t ;:\e centuries England has always been in harmony ami alliance with

'[ml t’.m ‘.• ba u departure from that poliiy by the present ministry naturally
1 rpri ar. ’ di- pp nntim-nl among the Indian Mohammedans. During the last two

’... • . of Mohamiiivil uis have been held at Calcutta, Delhi, Lahore, ami
7. : 21 b .mnn lan populations, where some of the views put forth by me in this

b : vd with great force, and all these meetings ended by recording their
.. . ...a. in tl.i impartial and tolerant administration of the present Sultan

m di‘ .dosvd at these meetings ami the strong opinions held by the
. .. • 1 that the prist nt ministry, in giving a death-blow to the wise

’. i . . : : I11. lominittvd an egregious blunder, for there can be little

tinuuus aggressions in all directions of the Asiatic continent. Indian Mohammedans refuse to
believe in the solidarity of the so-called Anglo-Russian alliance, nutwithstanding all the
demarcations on the Indian borderland. There is only one solution of this intricate problem,
and that is an Anglo-Turco-I’erso-Afghan alliance. To such an alliance will be naturally
drawn the powers who have commenced to feel the colossal strength of Russia. It is indeed
a pitiable sight that English statesmen arc being so easily checkmated by those of Russia.
Is it not clear, that, by the conquest of Armenia, Russia can easily lake hold of the Euphrates
delta and be able to maintain a fleet in the Arabian Sea? But why, the Russian Bear can
afford to wail till the Trans-Siberian Railway is completed, and English statesmen arc lulled
into chimerical security for the safely of the Indian Empire by sweet words and perhaps
sweeter promises. Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan, forced into a state of neutrality, will
serve as a defensive wall rather for Russia, which can absorb them at leisure after she has
dealt a blow to the British lion. The game is indeed deeply laid, and the Armenian question
will never be solved without recourse to a continental war. But unfortunately England is
so confident of her own success in the coming struggle that she cares for no allies, whether
old or new, but is satisfied with Russia, whose present attitude has so far fascinated her that
she puts implicit and blind confidence in her plvilges.

“Therehas been a general revolution in Turkey during the past two decades ever since
the present Sultan ascended the throne. In the restoration of financial credit, in the estab­
lishment of innumerable educational institutions, in the revival of letters, in opening out
arteries of roads ami railways throughout his vast empire, and by organizing a strong
military force of about fifteen hundred thousand soldiers, Sultan Abdul Hamid Khan may
indeed be styled a savior and a regenerator of his country. In fact, as Admiral Wood said
the other day, Turkey was never so strong as she is to-day during the last two centuries.
From such a sagacious, humane and civilized ruler oppression and cruelty should not even
be suspected. I have not the least doubt that the Anglo-Saxon race, with its usual common
sense and foresight, will feel the nature of the impending danger and raise its strong voice
against the mistaken ami the dangerous foreign policy of the pre>ent ministry. The Turkish
Empire is the only field left open now for the profitable consumption of British goods in
large quantities, and apart from political disadvantages, if the Porte shuts its door against
the importation of English goods by prohibitive duties, English industry' will really feel a
strong shock in these days of hard competition. The strong voice of the sixty millions of
Indian Mohammedans must certainly have considerable weight against the two millions of
Armenians whose connections with England are far fetched ami who will never be expected
to present their breasts to the bullets of England’s foes in times of danger. The English
democracy, sir, is being misled on this point, and I am afraid that, if the question is not
represented in its proper light, serious consequences must necessarily follow on account of
the wrong impression produced on their minds.”

Mr. Budruddin is one of the directors of the Indian Rhea Fibre Company, Limited,
which hits been formed with the capital of 60,000,000 rupees to acquire certain patent rights
and to manufacture products from rhea fibre. The manufacture into print goods, etc., of this
fibre seriously threatens the prosperity of the cotton industry in India. Early in 1892 the
Bombay Government decided to throw on the rate-payers of’Bombay the whole cost of the
maintenance of the city and suburban police force. The sum required in 1S92 for this
purpose w.ls 416,000 rupees and the rate-payers were naturally very much concerned. A
public meeting to protest against the action of Government was held at the Framjee Cowasjee
Institute on thirtieth April, 1S92, ami was attended, amongst others, by Mr (now the Hon­
orable Mr. Justice) Budruddin Tyabjee, who presided; Sir Dinshaw M. Petit, Bart, Messrs.
I*. M. Mehta, Dinshaw Vacha and the late Sorabjee Sapoorjee Bengalee, C. I. E. The reso­
lutions of protest submitted were spoken on by many of the leading citizens of Bombay, and
Mr. Budruddin was called upon to supjxirt the second ami main resolution, which he did in a
judicious and vigorous speech. The speech was much appreciated and did much to bring about
the compromise subsequently arrived al between the Government and the rate-payers.

At a meeting convened by the Hon. Mr. Justice Budruddin Tyabjee, at which the
Mahomedans publicly expressed their sympathy w ith Government at a time when the Poona
tragedy was convulsing society, Mr. Koor proposed the following resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted : “ That this meeting deprecates the improper ami mischievous writings
which appear in some of the Urdu and Mussulman newspapers and wishes to place on record



IIudruddin Am>t’i.i.A Koor, Esquire, J. I’.

its -vine of di-pk-a -urc at such writing- which are i . ...
munity.” In putting the resolution, Mr. Koor said 'The pre . i g:
where it is regarded ns the Fourth E-tatc But there th:- por. rfi’. • j
expression to the nation** views and to guide the Government ihr u;fn -. - •..._!
foreign and home policies. Since this country was Iran :<rr d t » the Cr->.. ..
was given to iLs people. This valuable privilege has K-.-r. cnjtnvd by th •
day. It is to Ik* regretted, however, that in some c i*. • this pnvil.-.;-? i . h. - '.
Some of the Urdu papers here, I regret to say, li ive made it a p mt .p „• I i
the leaders of the Mahomedatis on the one band, ami write alb
Government official-. But such papers are few. and Makom.-dan . . • a i
show its hatred towards such mushroom papers. The prop net. r. .tad <. h? ; . . :.k
arc not aware of the sublime functions of the pro- The Urdu I*re may ' ■ ' 
writing articles for the spread of education among Mahomedaris. Beshks. under czi'.i .. ..
the Urdu papers may become the means of creating harmony between the ru'. . tii
subject races, and also reflect the true wantsand views of the Mali •:ne i..n < era:”. I. ...
of doing a practical service to the Mahomedan community, • mne of th .- j : • 1 .■ .- I ..
curse to the community. The proposal laid by me before the meeting i. m l ’....
about fresh legislation fur the suppression of such n.t-ty 1.1; The chj-.ct of mi
calling this meeting is to give a warning to such papers that unk-.. they tu.’.';. tm- r -...
the contents of their editorial columns, the time is not far aw iy when t ra’ ■....
framed by the Government for finally putting a »t**p to their abusive a-well ■ .1 ...
ings. Islamic religion does nut sanction abusive or seditious writing-, agarn-1 .
eminent, and it is a great surprise that on the slightest pretext - nine of the i :. a to
inflammatory writings. A few days ago the prv-ent Secretary of Stale f. r It: ’. .. I. :G G
Hamilton, declared in the House of Commons that it was in tended to 1 . .
press of India, and it was high time, therefore, for such p ipn- not to trail I .: 1
true journalistic etiquette ami adhere to the true functions <d' j..mr.ili-:n. I t ti:
editors of the Urdu papers to be the guides of the Mahotnolan nalu a, and w - 4
way .is would bring alxiut the educational, political and commercial progress of th.- ? I ,L. ...
community. The lilierty of press now enjoyed by the] eoplc in India 1 ■ mat to '
foreign country in the world. It is not found m Rusia or Turkey nor wen m Gciv.i.
France. Are we to sacrifice such a priceless privilege for the t-il.e oi a few mniir. d
believe the best punishment t<> these papers is the angry voice of tl: pa'p’e, u:d
ctmiing the healthy and legitimate criticism of the Go.eminent measure- and the c/. ?.
the public men the independent and fearless voice of the Mahomedan public ■■.. . . . be
used fur the suppression of such unwholesome writings I my pro; . al wu! ■ cun. >
moiisly adopted.”

In an impressive speech, delivered at a meeting of at! c!a - c-> ..t Kulnagir, Mr.
appealed to M.ihoniedans and Hindus to help the people when
hovering over the kind. He compared the two communities to twin si a.. . ami th .
work for the common welfare of the country, instead of depending o-a G .
Mr. Kharvghat, the Chairman, thanked Mr. Koor for givrn-.! pccmiiaiv .. ..a. _•
nagiri Mahomedaus and to the Rajeuda School, and h pal that he w<r.-.hl < u: .. ’. >
himself in these directions.

Mr. Koor delivered a speech at the opening of the Exliilnt’un 11-..
in the presence of the Prime Minister and a distinguished gl’. ii;: ; of u ’ b . c;.d
vaiiLs. He attempted to show that articks in daily use couhl, if m.muf.iclm d . . I- .. .
supplied cheaper than they are now, and he pointed out that new .
merit to thousand? of idle hand-, would he a gn .it bh ang ta the 1 uri'.i'

Scores of Mr Koor'-<pct dies and letters hac • ip; ■■ 1 m th? 1 -
always found on the side of law ami order, toleration, rtdtghtvutu-. ul r d p:



The Honorable Mr. Justice Budruddin Tyabji.

Mr. Ju-tice Budruddin Tyabjee comes from a highly respectable Arab family, which
I in C.mibay, and sul^-equcntiy in Bombay. His father, Tyabjee Bhai Mayan Saheb,

t, who traded largely with England and France, and amassed a fortune, which
2;u to good U5c by .- ending his sons to England for the purpose of giving them a liberal
e >n. Mr. Sujaudin, the eldest son, came out and joined his father’s firm; Mr. Cum-

.in tjuaiiuvd luBisvlf as a solicitor and enjoyed a large practice in Bombay, and Mr. Bud-
Idin, the fifth ; :;n, came out as a barrister-at-law. The mercantile firm is still in existence,

..nd is managed by the surviving members. Mr. Budruddin was born in October, 1844, and
r. -.ived his early education in the Elphinstone Institution, and when only sixteen years
old, was ent to England by hi- enlightened father. Owing, however, to indifferent health,
he .... i-cd to return to Bombay, where, after recruiting himself, he again proceeded to
England to complete hi- studio. He joined the Middle Temple, and was called to the Bar,
in April, in hi- twenty-third year. On his return, he was admitted as a member of
the Bombay liar in December, 1867. He was the first native barrister in Bombay, and his
. ■ ul. . .uenlly followed by a host of others. By devoting himself, heart and soul,
?i '...> prefe -ion, and ’-y dint uf unceasing industry, and his acute talents and clear-headed-
re-. . hr e ■ ki-d hi- reputation as a sound and able lawyer, ami thus secured a large share
i.' legal Lu His fluency of speech and able advocacy of cases secured for him a promi-

p ;i at the Bar. In reference to a criminal case in which he defended the prisoner,
■ -tried before Sir Michael Westropp ami a jury. some uncomplimentary remarks were

:u. in .1 m.v. -paper, and the Chief Justice, considering them unfair to a young and rising
L-urri ter, on hiking his seat on the Bench the following morning, addressed Mr. Budruddin
i:i reference to those remark-, observing that he (the Chief Justice) deemed it his duty to

th./., in hi. opinion, there was not the slightest foundation for such comments to
rest on. He thought “the case was most ably conducted by Mr. Budruddin, and that the
..../xif.xl <J the pri-'int-r v.a- mainly due to the ability ami skill with which he addressed the

Mr. Ladniddia -ub vquently began to take part in public affair-. His maiden speech
• delivered in May, 1-879. in the hall of the Framjee Cowasjve Institute, at a meeting held
to u:.n: ri;.k.Parliament against the abolition of the import duties on Manchester goods.
In i 2, 1: • .. .a m rain .te l by Sir James Fergusson, Governor of Bombay, an Additional
r.'.uh .-r of the Legi-lathc Council. The then Viceroy and Governor-General of India was
I. rd Rip,:i. v.h-j Iv hi name famous by r uing the well-known resolution on local self-
government.

In th- L' . y I.rgi.-lative Council, Mr. Budruddin took a prominent part in all
• h rv’attng to local municipal matter-; ami his speeches elicited great admiration
. : the tifor hi • ami ri .. uning, sober judgment ami fluent oratory. Sir James Fergusson

j a high compliment to him for his admirable speeches, which the Governor -aid would
. .. '.. 1: ..md to with great attention even in the British Parliament. In almost all

*.:< in.M::: ?. held in Bombay since 1M2, Mr. Budruddin was a prominent speaker, and his
\1.. i::v_r;.M;y drew, forth high eulogium from the press ami the public. As president

Third National Indian Congress, in December, 1887, his address was considered a
: The ■; ;.h di-played great skill in marshalling fad-, in a lucid and

: ::::vr. It copied in almo-t all the Indian newspapers, and called forth
?■: from all i.idi-. But Mr. Budruddin's reputation does not solely rest

he has done more solid work for his country than most of his
. H? I. . worked with zeal and earnestness to diffuse knowledge and enlight-

- . ::g :.’d cl--..- > ■».
. ... bn •. . ■ worn in as a Judgeof the High Court on June 28, 1895, ami took

.1 Ik . the- next day. He was fifty-one years of age at the time, and his
i. l with lection by all clades of society in Western India.

Tin: Honorable Mr. Justice Budruddin Tyabji.



Dustoor Bymunjee Jamaspjee, C. I. E.

The subject of these memoirs conies from a noble family who settled in Western India.
The founder was Dustoor Jam;isp Asa, of Naosari, a thriving town of Guzer.it. His ancestors
were known for their proficiency in religious lore, one distinguished member being specially
recognized by the Emperor of Delhi. Mr. Bymunjee was born in Naosari on the eighth of
February, 1825. He was the third son of Dustoor Jamasp, High Priest of the Parsecs in the
Deccan, under whose tuition Mr. Bymunjee qualified himself for the same profession, ami
as officiating High Priest, won the esteem of all. But nature had meant him for other
duties, and he joined the British sen-ice. The administration of Bcrar had just been taken
over by the British from the Nizam, and Mr. Bymunjee was appointed a Teshildar in 1853.
Before long, by his sterling worth and intelligence he rose to successive responsible appoint*
incuts ami finally officiated as Deputy Commissioner, an honor then for the first time con­
ferred on a native. The changes effected under British rule in misgoverned Bcrar were
largely due to the example of Mr. Bymunjee, who commanded the sympathy of the native
population so thoroughly that he was instrumental in carrying out the policy of the newly-
established rule. Riots between Hindus ami Mohamcdans are a source of anxiety to Govern­
ment, and Mr. Bymunjee often distinguished himself by quelling feuds between these
communities by his wonderful command over the affections of the rioters, who had implicit
faith in him. He also won laurels in 1S57 during the mutiny. When grave apprehensions
were entertained in Bcrar, and many were suspected of treachery, Mr. Bymunjee, then in
charge of Elichpur, worked heart ami soul for his masters, ami, at the risk of his life,
procured intelligence of the movements of the insurgents. When Tantia Topee threatened
an attack, 1858, Mr. Bymunjee gave the alarm and assisted Major Hare and Captain Davies
by dissuading the people from joining the rebels. When the British struggled desperately
with the Roh i I his. at Chichamha, in 1859, it was Mr. Bymunjcc’s presence of mind ami
fertility of resources that turned the tide. The men were exhausted ami the issue depended
on an adequate supply of provisions. Mr. Bymunjee, with remarkable coolness, heeded not
the enemy’s fire, but procured abundant supplies. When Col. Hoseason’s horse was shot
under him, Mr. Bymunjee showed great self-pos;cssion in promptly carrying him to a place
of safety. He also assisted in removing Captain McKimm, who bad been mortally wounded.
from the field. The same intrepidity was displayed in the capture of the rebels, in recog­
nition of which exceptional services Mr. Bymunjee was decorated with a C. I. E. His
quasi military duties did not prevent Mr. Bymunjee from attending to bis civic duties
He established marts, constructed roads, erected rest-houses, improved old methods of culti­
vation. and thus materially contributed to the agricultural and commercial prosperity of
Bcrar. To hinf is due the advancement of the cotton trade, as shown by the testimony
of the Cotton Commissioner. In the great famine in 1877. he adopted such energetic
measures that his aid was highly spoken of by Government. He retired in 1SS2, and. in
consequence of the proofs of his loyal attachment to British interests. Government incrva.w<l
his pension bv 1000 rupees yearly. He was also appreciated by the public, as is shown
by the spontaneous demonstrations held in his honor. Not only the commissioned olliwr..
but the commissioner himself, joined in a demonstration, and presented Mr. Bymunjee with
a valuable casket. The* people remember to this day their benefactor “Bhaisahab,' the
affectionate name by which Mr. Bymunjee is known.

i?9)
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The Late Hon. Byramjee Jeejeebhoy, C. S. I.

Mr. Byramjee Jeejeebhoy was the youngest and only surviving son of the late Mr.
Je...y D.ulahlioy, and was bom at Bombay on the sixteenth of June, 1822, and was
■. 1 in a private school kept by Mr. W. B. Mainwaring. After completing his studies
Mr. L . c entered the office of his father’s firm, Messrs. Jeejeebhoy Dadnbhoy Son* & Co.
In 1; 54 this firm discontinued business, and Mr. Byramjee commenced business on his own
account. at the same time acting as broker to the firms of Messrs, G. C. King & Co. ; Killick,
Nixon cc Co., and Robinson &: Co. Mr. Byramjee was one of the directors of the Oriental
Spinning and Weaving Company; he subsequently look the initiative in skirting the Royal
Sr inning and Weaving Mill. Fie was a director on the boards of several of the leading joint

'. .k companies. Mr. Byramjee was one of the first Fellows of the Bombay University; a
member of the Municipal Corporation, and a life member of the Sassoon Mechanics’ Insti­
tute. In August, :S6S, he was appointed to a scat on the Bombay Legislative Council, ami
during the two years (the usual term of office 1 he showed such tact, judgment ami common

that on the completion of this term he was reappointed for a further period of two
year-. Amongst the legislative measures, in the discussion of which Mr. Byramjee look an
active part. were the “Cotton Frauds Act,” an “Act for Levying Town Duty on Grain,”
the “City Survey Act” and the “Toll Fees Act.” In 1872 Mr. Byramjee made a trust
•-ettlement of landed propertv. government paper and railway stock for the benefit of his
family. The value of the trust now is 30.00,000 rupees. The most noteworthy institution
founded by Mr. Byramjee is the “Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Parsec Charitable Institution.” Mr.
Byramjee vested in trustees the sum of 3,68,000 rupees represented by four per cent govern­
ment value of the nominal value of 3,50,000 rupees by a trust deed. Subsequently dona­
tions were received. principally one of 26,000 rupees, from the trustees of the Hon. Mr.
Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Trust Settlement. By a conversion of two lacs of the four per cent
government paper into five per cent municipal bonds the income of the funds has been
increi vd to 4,00,000 rupees. The institution has thirteen classes, divided into three
divisions. viz., the Vernacular, the Anglo-Vernacular ami the High School. The school is
free to poor children of the Parsee community. The education imparted in this school is
the s.mjv as that prescribed by Government, with the addition of several subjects, such as
Drawing. Bookkeeping. Commercial Correspondence, Phonography, French, etc. The

huol 1. at present tenijairarily located in a fine building opposite the Marine Line Station,
and is furnished and fitted up with every regard to the comfort am! health of the teachers
and scholars. It is the intention of the trustees to shortly proceed with the erection of a

school building. The trustees of the school are Messrs. Rustonjee N. Byramjee Jcejee-
bboy. chairman : Sir Jamset jee Jeejeebhoy, Bart., C. S. I.; Khan Bahadoo M. C. Merzban,
C. I. E : Khan Hahadoor Rustomjee Jamsetjce, Merwanjee Nusserwanjee Wadia, B. A., ami
I’; -ton jee Nu- vrwanjee Wadia. managing trustee. The Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Tanna High
Scl. .-d al •> t.-..v its origin to the subject of our sketch. The Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Poona
Ml I teal School is another evidence of the wisdom ami far-reaching charity of the deceased

.itl.:::_n, for. seeing the gre at want of qualified native medical practitioners in India, he
<’. i a bungalow worth 30,000 rupees as a residence for pupils, and a further sum of
10 rupccian endowment for the school, which is located in the grounds of the Sassoon
Hospital. Po na. The Right Hon. Sir Richard Temple opened the school, and in his

; .,-h o:; the occasion v.annly eulogized the munificence of Mr. Byramjee. The Byramjee
J. .-jl.'-u-y .-’ikiiiv lah.id Medical School was endowed by Mr. Byramjee with a sum of 20,000
rupee . :tl . u-Iui tvd on very similar lines to the Poona School. Mr. Byramjee was

. ) .. C S. I in 1 75. ami was one of the leading Bombay representatives invited by the
1India tn attend the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi when the assumption by
.? {Jue a <4 the title iunprc .of India was proclaimed Lord Lytton, the then Viceroy,
: > Mr : uuj.e the Impi rial Assemblage Commemoration Medal.

Mr. k . :u . dud on September 12, 1890, leaving one son, one grandson, three
...It*..J. grt-t-grandchildren. The funeral was attended by many hundreds of

y . . r cut ti.e : every cl? ami creed in India. At the Oothumna, or third day
m:h < • th- de-, v.i'vd gentleman made large donations to various charities.

A i 1 .. ' ! h. «' ... of the i- ’.L- Mr. Bvramjvv Jeejeebhoy that the Pareces of India owe
'A pre ..I ? In i jm» itii.u.

The Late Hon. Bvkamjee Jeejeebhoy, C. S. I.



IIVKAMJHK 11. NaNAVATTV, I’.

Byr.imjee H. Muuvatty, F. R. S., M. 11.

The subject of tliis brief memoir belongs to an am lent am’ much ..
Gujarat, many memlicrs of which have within the pad .iitv ; . h.dd
importance under the British Government.

Dr. Nanavatty, who was born in Sural, in December, the y . . ■ . '
Honntisji Framji. who Served Government in various important ur • f >; • : t- .
years, and who is now the trusted adviser of His Highness the N ivvabSalu i> • : 1’ il
graduating, with honors, in the University of lloinlciy, and winning .«n • .s. ..■
connection therewith. Dr. Nanavatty joined the Bombay Mvdic.d Ik: ai::. a’..;
abilities and high scholarship so impressed the late Sir \V. M.««r.. K. C. I. !’ .
General in Bombay i. that lie o tiered him—after he had lx vn hardly :•>:• yi in ■ .
important post of Lecturer on Surgery , Clinical Surgery ami Midwifery m
Medical School of Ahmvdakid, which position he continues t ■ fid with n: . .. .
zeal.

In ibq; Dr. Nanavatty proceeded to England and the Continent, in order tu i '..
self in the ophthalmic art, which he studied al the Royal Ophthalmic IL ; it il. i. ..d„
in Paris and Edinburgh, obtaining the necessary ipialitivatb -is .1- i tu th.?. L:
He further distinguishes! himself by jussing, amongst oiin r medu d v'..;:mii :t:o:: that . .
F. R. C. S.—a distinction which, it must be rvnicml ervd, m» N.itivv «>f V/i-t.in India! 1 .
obtained before. Shortly alter this he was elected a 1\ How ot the Ri>y a] < <’. t.n. '.. '
of London. He received the degree of M. D. from the United bl:ik • il. ?..
contributed important original articles on various 'U*;.<ct>. the ciiitf «.! v.lr.rh. ;
cataract, etc . were much appreciated. The distinction <d’the Felbiw hip » ! the ' . ; >
versity was couterred upon Dr. Nanavatty bv His Eve -lleiic; Lord >a:;dhiiT t!:c U.
Bombay, in 1^9;.

Dr. Nanavatty dvsirvolly occupies a very high 1• m the oUr.! ’
Ahinvdabad. both .u a slxilllul surgeon ami physician ami • .1 u .ful
somewhat shy and retiring disposition. Dr. Nanavatty eldest Mr i'
also earned .in enviable icput.uion m the British .niic. having Im s’: • 1. • •
the jk>sI <>i XdminislralGr of the Native state of Chh< 11 ll.;..- < t!
the ruler of that Stale



The Hon Mr. Justice E. T. Candy. 1. C. S., Etc.

JSTICE CANDY is the second son of Major Thomas

Candy, C. S. I., late of the Bombay army, and was

born on the fifteenth April, 1S45. He was educated at

Cheltenham College. After having successfully passed

the competitive Indian Civil Sendee examination he

joined the sendee on the ninth November, 1865, and

was posted to the Bombay Presidency. His official life

r f ’n *nJ,a has been sPent different sendee capacities in nearly

J even district of the Bombay Presidency. Mr. Candy was called to the

Bar at rl: • Inner Temple in January, 18S0, and acted as Judicial Commissioner in the

Province of Sindh during to 1S86. He was appointed a judge of the Bombay High

Court in Jan:: iry, ibuc. and still fills the position with satisfaction alike to the public and

the legal proft:'ion.
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The Hon. Mr. Chimanlal H. Setalvad, B. A., LL.B., J. P., B.ir-at-Law.
Mr. Chimanlal, who is a Brahma Kshatriya by caste, comes of an ancient and highly

respected family of Gujrat His grandfather. Ambashanker Brijray. joined Government
service as Sheristdar of the Sadar Adalat, but owing, in the words of James Sutherland, Chief
Judge of the Sadar Adalat, to “his acquirements, talents, great zeal and trustworthiness,” he
soon rose to the highest post which a Native could then attain, being, at the time of his death,
in >i>53- Principal Sadar Amin of Ahmedabad. Mr. Sutherland, writing about him in one of
Iris official reports, said : “ Tor integrity and single-heartedness of conduct he was surpassed
by no Native I ever knew in a long course of service.” His son, Harilal, who was at the early
age of nineteen years appointed a Munsiff, maintained the reputation of the family, and the
late Mr. Arthur Kinlock Forbes, a Judge of the Bombay High Court, slid about him, in one
of his reports: ” He is a worthy successor to his father, who was the most able ami upright
native judge I have ever been acquainted with.” He soon rose in the Judicial Service, and
was acting First Class Subordinate Judge when he retired in 1877. On his retirement Govern­
ment conferred upon him the title of Rao Saheb, and he was soon afterward appointed Dewan
<>f the Limbdi State in Kathiawar, in which post he proved a very capable and popular admin­
istrator. He retired from the Dewanship in 18S7, and enjoyed his well-earned rest nt Ahme­
dabad until February, 1899, when he died in his seventy-seventh year.

Mr. Chimanlal is the third son of Mr. Hnrilal, and was born at Broach, in July, 1,864.
He received his early education at Ahmedabad, after which (in i88o) he joined the Elphinstoue
College at Bombay. He was marked out at school as a very intelligent boy, and at the Elphin-
stone College he soon attracted the attention of the Principal, Dr. Wordsworth. The relations
between the Professor and his pupil became more intimate as lime went on. and when Dr.
Wordsworth retired in 1890 he wrote to Mr. Setalvad that in parting from him he was parting
from “one of his most esteemed pupils and a valued friend." In 1SS4 Mr. Setalvad took the
B. A. degree, and then studied for his M. A., but owing to ill-health he did not appear for the
examination. This was a turning point in Mr. Selalvad's career. He was strongly recom­
mended by Dr. Wordsworth for appointment to tlie Statutory Civil Service. Mr. Selalvad’s
candidature was also warmly supportal by the district officer, Mr. J. W. Walker, the District Judge
of Ahmedabad, but the Government of India decided to select persons already in the Subordi­
nate Revenue and Judicial Service, and. ns it turned out, it was fortunate that Mr. Setalvad
was not appointed to the Statutory Civil Service. He turned his attention to the law, and
Laving taken the LL.B, degree in 1887, was enrolled as a Pleader of the High Court. By his
industry and ability he soon built up a lucrative practice. In October, 189S, he was admitted
as an advocate of'the High Court, ami since then he has practiced on both the Original and
the Appellate sides. ....

Ever since he became a High Court Vakil, Mr. Setalvad has been conspicuous in ad
public movements in the city of Bombay. In 1893, when the new election rules for the Legis-
tive Councils came into operation, he stood as a candidate for the Northern Division ot the
Bombay Presidency and won the scat against seven other contestants. Curiously enough, all
the four important districts of Gujrat claimed Mr. Setalvad, Sural ns the original seat of
the family, Ahmedabad as the present abode of the Selalvads, Broach as the Honorable mem­
ber's birthplace and Haim as the district from which the mother of Mr. Setalvad comes. Mr.
Setalvad, then only twenty-eight years of age. was the youngest Member that had ever sat on the
Legislative Councils in India, but the energy, the intelligence, the industry ami the tact dis­
played bv him soon dispelled any misgiving on the score of Ins youth and comparative inexpc-
riencc, and the electors had the satisfaction of knowing that their choice had not Im.ii an
unworthy one. In 1895 Mr. Setalvad. after a severe contest with Mr. Gokaldas K. laukli,
was re-elected to the Council ami held his seal until 1S97. He not only won popular esteem
but bv his straightforwardness and ability earned the resect and a. miration of his official
colleagues on the Council, although on many occasions they strongly differed from Ills \wu-.
One of the members of the Executive Council (now retired) writing to Mr. be akad. said : I
always had a high opinion of your manliness ami straightforwardness of diaracter, ami 1 al wavs
recognized in vou a colleague who-e principal object was the public good. H. Lord baud
burst, at the Budget meeting, in 1S97. while regretting Mr. Setalvad s alisenee Ironl the Council.
bore eloquent testimony to his "talents and energy. ’

Besides politics ' Mr. Setalvad lias taken considerable interest in educational matters
He was elected .1 Fellow of the Bombay University by the graduates ill 1S95. and has ever since
taken an active part in the deliberations of the I invyrslly. In Marell, I.S99, he was elected by
the Faculty- of Law a Member of the University Syndicate, tn 1697 he was nominated by
Government as one of their representatives on the Joint School Lonmin tee-. Mr Setalvad was
first e-lecled a member of the Bombay Municipal Corporation in 1S9L but went out alter tin
general election in 1S95. He was, however again returned to the Lorporall.nl by tile Justice .
of the Peace in February. 1S99. and is al present an active figure on that lady.

Tur Hus. Mk Citt'iASi vi. 11 Si 1 tit ti. 1'. Al.. ’ :
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Chubildas Lulloobli.ii, Esq.

Mr. Chubildas Lalloobhai. a leading member of the Chevli Bhansali caste, was born in
I in the year 1S39. His father. Lalloobhai Jairamdas, was the son of Jairamdas Raghu-

I..who served in the British Army against Tippu Sultan. At the age of thirteen. Mr.
CIiu’.-.Ma> v.—s appointed a clerk in the office of Messrs. Cutler, Palmer & Co., Bombay, on a

cf fifteen rupees a month. After serving this firm fora few years his commercial pro*
it:.-.' induced him to forego service and embark in business on his own account. He pur-

. ..1 n few native craft, calledj>udans, and took contracts for loading and unloading vessels.
Tuts bu.dnci> prospered, and after a few years he entered into partnership with Mr. Ghella-
l.'.i-i. who was carrying on business as a freight broker for Calcutta and China. In August,
X83j. Mr. Chubildas joined Messrs. Blay Mackintosh, the well-known firm of freight brokers
of Elphinstone Circle, Bombay. He became the head of that firm, which now do business
under the name of James Mackintosh & Co. Mr. Chubildas owns a large amount of property
i:i E "ju-'.y in Salselte zilla. The villages of Magutone, I’ahady and Excar all belong to
him, this p ession including the well known and historic Kanhari Caves, which form part of
that property. He is also the owner of the villages of Bbayander, Mira ami Godbunder. Alto*
p.•ilier lie hz • 16,000 acres of land in the Thana zilla, and is the Khote of many villages there.
Mr. Chubildas Lalloobhai i- known in Bombay as “ The man who built a chawl in one night,”
the hi.cry of which is as follows: A chawl, near Null Bazaar, owned by him, was destroyed
by fire on the twenty-fourth of November, 1870, the loss being 52,000 rupees. He asked per-
mi - ion to rebuild it, but the Municipal Commissioner, Mr. Arthur Crawford, not only refused
permission but the land was claimed as Government property. Mr. Chubildas secretly got the
materials ready for rebuilding the chawl, and one evening, having previously engaged a large
number of masons, carpenters and other workmen, he began the work, and actually finished
the house in one night!

During the plague epidemic in Bombay Mr. Chubildas magnanimously allotted several large
ph of land in Gorvgaum for isolation purposes, ami on these plots sheds were erected for the
use of clerks employed in various offices in Bombay, Chatias and members of other commoni-

. He ah o invited offers for the utilization of other portions of his land for a similar purpose
frvr; people who did mt care to live in plague-stricken localities, and who wished to obtain a
c mient lite in a healthy district. He made an offer to the Government official, in charge
of the Famine Relief Works in Bombay Presidency, to provide fora hundred destitute orphans
w;,t» were ■ offering from famine, and he undertook to feed, clothe and house them at his own
1 xpvase for a year.

Mr. Cnuthas two sons and one daughter. The eldest son, Mr. Ramdas Chubildas,
1- ..n ?I. A. and an LL. M. of the University of Cambridge, and a B. C. L. lie was Foundation

1 icnior Sanskrit Prizeman at Cambridge. He is a Barrister-at-Lavv of the Inner
Tern: !•.-, h b *. t d to the Ear in 1886, and is at present practicing at Nagpur. The

• 1 ... Mr Kur-.-.nd; Chubild ;i, matriculated at the University of Bombay in 1884, at
.iittafter which he proceeded to England to study for the Indian Civil Ser-

■.i •■. He*. . j rvv tilted ly fr<-?n going up for the Indian Service examination. Mr.
Mur . :.t to F.nglan I in 1887, at the time of Her Majesty’s Golden Jubilee, and recom-
T.\-_ ; red x • • M • t.m:. at the Inner Temple. In November, 18SS, he was called to the Bar
. 1 r: lur:.-•! t.» E .v in the following month. Thus two of Mr. Chubildas’ sons arc bar-
~ Al: .-1 .ing duly < molk 1 .11 .in advocate of the High Court, Mr. Kursandns
. .z.::: . 1 p: - *.. ’ ; in the 1<» 1 court-. In 1892 he w.r. elected by the rate-payers of Bhule-
..rd > .: _: ;■ lb Bombay Municipal Corporation. He was appointed Sessions Judge
Ju: .. . ’ . i a'?.-r •. rvmg fur four month ■ hr vv.». promoted to the post of Judge of the

M., ’. C r'. ut J:.:. v.l.i h post la held till August. 1896, when hr resigned and returned
to Boca bay.

Mr C.iJ .. ; • ‘ < ly daughter, ILi Bhanumali, married Pandit Sbyamji Krishnavaram,
. . M. of *jLiu:d an J also a Burrr tvr-at-Law.
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Chunilal Sarabhai, Esq.
Mr. Chunilal Sarabhai, who was born at Ahmedabad in the year JS44, belongs to an

eminent branch of the “Hazarat” family of the Wadnagara Nagar Caste. Mr. Sarabhai’s
ancestors were employed in Gujarat by the Emperor of Delhi, and became so noted for their
high sense of duty and the impartiality and fearlessness of their administration, that the
illustrious name of “Hazarat” was conferred on the family, and one member attained the
high and honorable position of Dewan of Gujarat Mr. Chunilal, after completing his
Gujarati education, commenced his English studies in the English school at Ahmedabad, and
on leaving school joined Government service, where his first employment was in the Kathi­
awar Political Agent’s office. Subsequently he was made the Shiruatdar of the Political
Agent at Kathiawar, and as such had the inestimable advantage of serving under such able
men as Sir J. B. Peile, General Keating, V. C., and J. W. Wily, Esq. By virtue of his
position as Shraistadra, Mr. Chunilal acted as public prosecutor of the Sessions Court in the
Kathiawar Agency. Dewan Bahadoor Manibhai Jashbhai, then Dewan of Cutch, recognized
the ability displayed by Mr. Chunilal, and appointed him his personal assistant. During
.Mr. Chunilal’s Cutch appointment two commissions were appointed to settle the Cutch-Morvi
dispute, and he acted as agent and law adviser for Cutch, and though the Morvi State was
represented by barristers-at-law Mr. Chunilal conducted his case so ably that the Commis­
sioners decided in his favor and His Highness the Maharaja of Cutch heartily congratulated
him on his success. Owing to a change in the system of Government of Cutch Mr. Chunilal
reverted to his old appointment in the Kathiawar Agency, and the then Political Agent for
Kathiawar, Colonel Barton, formed a very high opinion of Mr. Chunilal’s powers and
appointed him manager of the Chuda State. By careful management, and a wise ami
liberal policy, he soon released the State from debt, and he was thus the means of its being
handed over again to the Thakore Saheb. His next appointment was as Deputy Assistant at
Sorath, and he did such good work in this capacity that it was proposed to make him Khar-
bari, but on the post of Administrator of the State of Vankaner becoming vacant, through
the acceptance of the Dewanship of Idar, by Mr. Ilaridas Veharidas, Government appointed
Mr. Chunilal to the vacant position. He introduced a system of irrigation by damming
streams and causing them to overflow their banks. This scheme met with some opposition
at first, but the agriculturists soon learned to appreciate its advantages. New villages were
settled, new wells excavated, public roads improved and the income of the State rose from
one and a half lacs to two and a half lacs of rupees during Mr. Chunilal’s rule at Venkanar.
He next accepted a valuable appointment in Junagadh, the premier State of Kathiawar.
After two years spent in Junagadh he accepted the Dewanship of Idar, having been recom­
mended for the position by Mr. Ilaridas, Dewan of Junagadh. After serving faithfully in
his new position for some time, Mr. Chunilal, in compliance with a promise made to Hii
Highness the Thakore Saheb of 1’alilana, left Idar to accept the Dewanship of 1’alitann and
there fulfilled the duties of a difficult position with admirable tact, wisdom ami judgment,
and greatly assisted the Thakore Saheb in many disputes with the Bhayats of the Stale. On
the retirement, in 1894, of Mr. Ilaridas Veharidas from the Dewanship of Junagadh, Mr.
Chunilal accepted the post and held it for some time, subsequently retiring to enjoy a well
deserved pension. Mr. Chunilal possesses the highest qualities which go to make statesmen
and successful administrators of native States, for, whilst ever mindful of the privilege-,
and duties of the rulers, he is careful of the interests of the subjects, and by his liberal and
advanced policy of administration has done much to improve the material position and
comfort of the people, ami it is thus unnecessary to add that in all the States where he has
served he has endeared himself to all classes of the community. ttoj)

Chvnilal Sar.'.-jha: 1* .



Cowasjee Dinshaw, Esq., C. 1. E.

Mr. Cowasjee Dinshaw belongs to that race of people who were driven, by oppression and
tyranny, from their native Lind, Persia, and found an asylum in India, and whose descendants
to-day occupy a foremost position in every large city of Western India.

Mr. Dinshaw was born in Bombay in 1S2S, and is, consequently, 6S years of age. After
completing1 his education, he, at the age of 18, went to Aden and joined the firm of which he
is now the senior partner. Mr. Dinshaw, by hard work combined with indomitable pluck,
ability and energy, has succeeded in building up one of the greatest business houses of the
East.

Mr. Dinshaw. however, despite his active business life, has found time to devote to move­
ments havrng fir their object the advancement and welfare of the people of Aden and Bombay,
and his name is to be found on the managing bodies of many charitable institutions.

When His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales visited Aden in 1875,011 his way to India,
tire Governor of Aden entrusted the whole of the arrangements connected with the reception
and entertainment of II. R. H.. to Mr. Cowasjee.

During a recent visit to England, Mr. Cowasjee was present at a Court function where the
Prince of Wale.- also was, and His Royal Highness at once recognized Air. Cowasjee, ami said
he recall? 1 with pleasure the visit of twenty years ago to Aden.

In 18 u. Air. Cowasjee had the honor of having a Companionship of the orderof the Indian
Empire conferred upon him. ami the duty of investing him with the insignia of the order was en­
trusted to General Jopp, C. B., the Resident at Aden. The ceremony was performed at a Durbar
held ou the twenty-second of December, 1894,01 the Residency. General Jopp in his speech
on the ocea-ion said, lateralia, “I am sure it must be a matter of great satisfaction and rejoicing
tn all present that in distributing the Birthday honors this year. Her Alost Gracious Alajesty
has not forgatten her loyal subjects residing in Aden, and I feel certain you will all agree with
me that a more worthy and fitting representative of Aden could not have been selected for
the honor conferred upon him.

•• Mr. Cowasjee Dinshaw has done much for the general benefit of Aden and its com­
munity which is so well known to almost all present that it will only be necessary for me to
recount a few <>f his good services and benevolent acts.

"Air. Cowasjee rendered many and most useful services to Government during the
Ab}-.-:aian campaign, for which he received the thanks of Lord Napier of Alagdala, Sir Wil­
liam Merew ether. the late Admiral Tryon, General Sir Edward Russell and other distinguished
officer-.*’

Ade:: i* indebted to Air. Cowasjee Dinshaw for the first private water condenser and ice
machine imported.

He also. one of the firm of Luke Thomas & Co., opened the first private coaling depot
.it the Hedjulf.

Mr. Cowasjee Dinshaw started two small coasting steamers which ply between Aden,
Perim and the Somali coast, carrying the Government mails and ensuring a regular supply of

to k for the u-e of the garrison and other residents of Aden.
A few o: Air. Cowasjec’s benevolences have been ‘he donation of a Fire Temple and a

Twv.er of Silence to the Parsees of Aden.
The mo t noteworthy uf all his gifts was the construction of a large tank for the use of

•nd:; eat per on and, in a territory where rain falls only at intervals of years, it will readily
’ <• conceived v.bat an inestimable boon to poor persons a tank where water can be obtained
free.

Want of : uce precludes our giving a detailed account of all Air. Cowasjee Dinshaw’.-
Sufficient is it to say that they are numerous and varied, and are characterized

by tile fiict that the gifts have been made quite irrespective of race or creed.
Mr. Cowasjee is Consular-Representative at Aden for several foreign powers, and it is

.. to '.ay that, consistent with his loyalty to the English Government, he duly watcher
the interests of the Powers be represents.

We ceu.lude by expressing the hope tlial the Parsees of India will continue to produce
1 -ru cf i'.. •_-.mp of Mr. Cowasjee Dinshaw.
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Currimbhoy Ebrahim, Esquire, J. P.

Mr. Currimbhoy Ebrahim enjoys a high and responsible position in Khoja Com­
munity, the members of which are, principally, engaged in trade with distant parts of the
world, such as Burma, China, Japan, Australia, Austria, America, Zanzibar, Persian Gulf and
Natal. Mr. Currimbhoy's forefathers were natives of Bhuj in Cutch, but about fifty years
ago they removed to Cutch Mandvie, then an important scat of trade. Mr. Currimbhoy's
father, Mr. Ebrahimbhoy Pabaney, was a leading merchant in Mandvie and carried on an
extensive business with Zanzibar and Bombay. He also owned a number of ships and, as
Bombay became an important emporium of trade, he established his business there. Mr.
Currimbhoy was bom al Cutch Mandvie in the year 1S40, ami came to Bombay with his
father, at the age of three years. When bis father died, he left three sons, of whom Mr.
Currimbhoy, the youngest, was but sixteen years of age. From his infancy he displayed his
father’s business talent. He established, apart from his brothers, large firms nt Hong Kong
and Shanghai, under the name of his late father, Mr. Ebrahimbhoy Pabaney. Fortune
smiled upon his efforts, and he decided to open another branch at Calcutta in his own name,
and as the sphere of his business widened, he, in 1895, opened a firm in Japan, as well as a
number of agencies in different places. He erected a cotton mill in Bombay and, after
having realized a handsome profit, he disposed of it, and obtained the agency of the new
Prince of Wales Mills Company, Limited, now known as the Hong Kong Mills Company,
Limited. He held this agency for three years. In iSSS he built a new mill which he still
carries on in his own name. It has 38,000 spindles, and is one of the best managed mills in
Bombay. He has another mill in course of erection, which will be known ns the Ebrahim­
bhoy Pabaney Mills Company, Limited. In 1SS3 he was appointed n Justice of the Peace—an
honor he still enjoys. He is a director of the David Mills, the Standard Mills and the South
British Fire Insurance Company. He is a member of the Royal Asiatic Society, the Natural
History Society, the Social Union and Mulji Jivaraj Library and Vice-President of the
Anjuman-i-Islam Society. He joined the Masonic Craft, and was initialed in “Lodge
Islam,” and subsequently he joined “Lodge Rising Star of Western India.” In addition
to his interest in Free Masonry he lakes an energetic part in many public movements ami is
in close touch with several charitable institutions, such as the Nusserwanjee Manockjee
Petit Native Dispensary, the Medical Aid for Women of India Fund, the Khoja Nirashrit,
the Jairajbhoy Pccrbhoy Benevolent Fund and the Madrasa-Anjuman-i-Idam of Bombay.
He has, with his usual benevolence and liberality, given a lac of rupees for founding an
orphanage for members of his own community. Mr. Currimbhoy, on this occasion, received
congratulatory addresses from public bodies, also from the Khojas of Bombay. Cutch,
Karachee, Calcutta, the Anjuman-i-Islam of Bombay, his Masonic lodge ami the Social
Union, as well as from distant parts of Gujarat and the Bombay Presidency. These address^
all referred, in the highest terms, to Mr. Currimbhoy’s munificence. He has also established
a school for girls known ns the Ebrahimbhoy’s Girls’ School at Mandvic, in the name of his
father, and the people of Mandvie have been much benefited thereby, ns marly two hundred
girls enjoy the advantages this institution offers. There have been few public movements
in the city with which Mr. Currimbhoy’s name has not been associated, or to which he has
not contributed his lime or his money. He thoroughly investigates cases of di-lnvs brought
to his notice, and never “casts his pearls before swine.” He is not given to sounding his
own praises, consequently he is not so well known as some men who m ike more noise in the
world, but who are no more deserving of honor than Mr. Currimbhoy Ebrahim. J. P. of
Bombay.
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The Late Mr. Cursetjee Furdoonjee P.trakh, J. P.

Some men do good and “ blush to find it fame.” The subject of this sketch, Mr. Cur-
?c‘.jue Furdooujee Parakh, was a wan of that class. He was once a merchant prince, and his
r. . almost proverbial for benevolence and philanthropy. No genuine appeal to relieve
distress was ever made to him, from any part of the globe, from any nation, community,

cr individual, but it was responded to with an alacrity and handsomeness beyond the
expectations of those from whom it proceeded. Mr. Cursetjee was an instance of a mortal who
received with equal thanks “Fortune's buffets and rewards." Of the former, fortunately, he
had an abundance, still he invariably met them with resignation and patience quite exemplary.
Mr. Cursetjee’s coat of arms, registered at the College of Anns in 1S64, bears the legend,
" A od conscience is a sure defence ”—a motto he endeavored to adhere to through weal and
woe. He was a typical Zoroastrian of the old school, not a mere lukewarm follower of his
ancestral faith. He had an amiable disposition and a sympathetic heart, and was consequently
often applied to by friends and townsmen for arbitration in their differences, the satisfactory
and amicable settlement of which spoke volumes for his quality of bead and heart

Mr. Cursetjee was born in Bombay on the eleventh of March, 1S12. He was the son of a
wealthy merchant, the late Mr. Furdoonjce Sorabjee. He first of all joined the only private
school then existing in Bombay, known as Surgeon Size’s School, and later on that of Mr.
Boswell, where the sons of wealthy and respectable families were taught. About the beginning
of 1835 he went to China to look into, and, if possible, extend, the business that his father was
eng-ged in, but after a couple of years he had to return to Bombay on account of serious
illness. In lb.; 1, on the death of his father, he became a partner in the firm of Sir Jamsetjec
Jeejcebhoy Sons 4c Co., in which he continued until 1850, when the firm was dissolved by
mutual con-ent. Afterwards he carried on trade with Europe and China on his own account—
a tr.de which during the American war assumed large proportions, its sphere of operations
extending to Japan, Calcutta and Madras. It was during that period that he amassed the
j rmcv’.y fortune of which he made such a benevolent and philanthropic use, as shown by his
charities As a merchant he built up for himself a name quite unique both in Europe aud
India, and. in order to mark their appreciation of him, one firm with whom he did business,
Me=iTs. Thomas Cardwell & Co., of Liverpool, named one of their ships “The Cursetjee
Furduonjev." Aproposof his trade, it may be stated that he built two large sailing vessels in
Europe in the year 1S64, ata cost of some lakhs of rupees. One, built at Greenwich, was
named the "Albert Victor" after the late eldest son and heir to II. R. II. the Prince of
Wale;, v. ui born in the same year, whilst the other, built at Dundee, was known as the
“Sir Jam:ctjev Family." The ceremony of launching these vessels was performed in Europe
■. ith great eclat Mr. Cursetjee also purchased in Eurojxr another large sailing ship at a consid­
erable co.-t. In addition to this he chartered quite a fleet of merchantmen, for his trade grew
e.turmoa ;y. Hi ■ treatment of, and dealings with, some of the merchants evoked a frequent
Uatimimy to Ins kindnv .. of heart. Instances arc known of his having waived his claims to
profits amounting to lakhs of rupees, accruing to him in consequence of certain cotton
c.rr.racL when he taw that, to have held the contracting merchants with the gripofa Shylock,
..nd to h-*.< ii: i led on the terms of the bond, would have hopelessly wrecked their fortunes.
Me . the clio.cn and acknowledged arbitrator of the merchants of his time, and ns such
. . .. ' . r :.•:•! anon appealed to by them with a result so admirable that no fault was ever found
with his findings

Mr. Curteijee was a large landed proprietor, owning property valued nt thirty five lakhs
a qi*.including the pile known as Grant Buildings, Colabu. His diamonds, pearls,

i emeralds were the admiration of all. The " Dresden Drop," one of the celebrated
I.- of the world, which Mr. Cursetjee once owned, was alone worth six lakhs of rupees.

Mr. Cwt • ctjve’s connection with the Bombay Pinjrapole tinted from the year 1S50, and
: full of advantages to the institution, the working of which had his keen

In 1S55 w.w. appointed a J. P., an honor then very sparingly bestowed. In
. . u ; ._r he ; rv.d on the Committee of Management for Parsve Laws, as also on a
-.-I-iV.ce, in which capacities be rendered his community yeoman’s service. In
: :6ohe the Trustees of the Parsec Punchaytl, an honor he enjoyed till

; cf. r'. .th. So keen was his interest in the affairs of the Punchayet that he was
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known, until very recently, in spite of failing health, to go through its voluminous accounts
item by item, at times by candle light, with one of the accountants at his elbow to answer such
inquiries as he chose to make. And latterly, when on account of failing eyesight he was no
longer able to go through these accounts as was his wont, he was none the less strict and
sedulous in his customary inquiries concerning facts and figures. In short, he discharged with
a zeal and an energy truly admirable the multifarious and onerous duties which devolved on
him as a Trustee of that body. In the same year he had the honor of occupying a seat in
Court, then known as the “ Petty Sessions Court,” presided over by the senior local magistrate.
On the establishment of the I’arsee Matrimonial Court, in 1S65, he was nominated one of the
delegates. He was ever anxious to hold his services in this matterat the disposal both of the
Government and of his community, and was very loath to abandon these duties, but latterly
continued ill-health and particularly failing eyesight necessitated a break-up of his long connec­
tion with this court. By way of a slight acknowledgment of his benevolence and munificence.
Government conferred on him the Shrievalty of Bombay in 1877, during the Governorship of
the late Sir Phillip Wodehouse. Ever since the loss of his only son, the late Mr. Ardesheer,
he had studiously avoided gaieties, but never neglected sad and solemn gatherings, which,
despite his failing health and domestic sorrows, he regarded it as his first and foremost duty to
attend. Recent family bereavements, one following the other in quick succession, had much
to answer for his end.

Before this notice of the philanthropic and highly revered Mr. Cursctjee is closed, refer­
ence may be made to such of his charities as are known, though most of his private charities
were known only to himself and to the recipients of his favors. As striking instances of indi­
vidual effort to ameliorate the condition of suffering humanity, it is only necessary to turn,
first to the good work he did from 1862 to 1865 in devoting Rs. 5,21,000 to support European,
Parsee, Hindu and other families; next, to the sum of Rs. 89,000 given to poor and needy
families, irrespective of caste or creed, and to other charities during his tour through Gujarat
in 1S62-63; and then, to his distribution of Rs. S3,000 worth of rice at Surat, Mangalore,
Cutch Mandvi, Verawal, etc., during the Gujarat famine of 1S63-64. Besides the above, he
contributed Rs. 55,000 to the Sir Jamsetjec Zend and Pehelvi College (at Bombay), Rs. 25,000
to the Lancashire Relief Fund, Rs. 65,00 to the Calcutta Cyclone Relief Fund, Rs. 9,375 to
the Madras Weavers’ Relief Fund, and Rs. 10,500 as his share of the cost of the Flora Fountain
at Bombay, besides giving Rs. 50,000 to the Parakh School of Art and Industry at Surat.
Then he contributed to the building of adharamasala aud a parakh dispensary at Surat, ndharam-
sala at Valsar, the Asylum for the Aged and the Blind at Chowpalty (Bombay), a sagady and a
wall around the Tower of Silence at Valsar and an agiary at Suranda. In addition to these,
his contributions and donations to dispensaries, dharamsalas, pinjrapoles, schools colleges,
libraries, memorial and other funds amounted to Rs. 2,65,000, making in all a total of nearly
eleven and a half lakhs of rupees.

Mr. Cursctjee died in Bombay on the eighth of August, 1S96. at the patriarchal age of eighty -
five. The large attendances, at both the lime of his demise at his residence, and at his funeral
were tokens of the affection and respect in which he was held by his own as well as by other
communities. It also showed that his fame and his good name had not dwindled with his
fortunes. In respect to the charities just noted, it may be said that the unknown exceeded the
known thus exemplifving to the world at large the instance of a man who was benevolent
purelv and simply for the sake of doing good. Mr. Cursctjee set little store by mundane fame
and popular applause, thus achieving for himself that higher fame, which, Milton says :

• • . . . is no plant that grows on mortal soil,
Nor in the glistening foil
Set off to the world, nor in broad rumor lies;
But lives and spreads aloft by those pure eyes,
And perfect witness of all-judging Jove,
As he pronounces lastly on each deed,
• Of so much fame in Heaven expect thy meed.’ ”

Dadnbhai Naoroji, Esq.

The life of this eminent Indian statesman— the first Native • . t!::
English House of Commons—to be comprehensively v.ritt.n would 1 .. y-.ir... v... t
the space at hand, therefore, it is but possible to give merely .1 br. f outlm . . <
carver, touching only upon the salient features of hr, public life. The f . . G.: f...
dency has perhaps chief reason to lx? proud of in connect! n with thia pl.s’.;:.■.'.!• _ • ....
is that he was born in Bombay. Mr. Dadabhai ha-> 'pent over half a ccf.'.a:-
an active public man. He is now in his swenty-fifth year, having 1 . .
1825. From tour years of age, when he lo-t his father, his early tr lining > .c uia- ... ... /....
sole care, and his present position in public estimation, both Native ;:?i Ear; ...:. ..
ing tribute to the manner in which she discharged that tri: 1.

Mr. Dadabhui initiated his publicity as a man of intellectual p •... ? ■ '... ...
by a brilliant academical carver ut the Elphinstone Institution, h:s pr» ,:v ;
forming a theme of unstinted praise by the Board of I-’ducati. n. the public r.. ■ .
found its opportunity in 1854, when he appointed Bn k-- .-r «>f Mat’-.-: -. ;tk- '.I. ...
stone College. He was thus the first Native in Western India to fill a Ih-ob. vL.ir
1858 Mr. Dadabhai applied himself moretosoei.il a;: l edu. .it? r-. n--iv... . :.. •
nity than to general public measures. Tint year he terminated In. i\ i. c •, . . ’...
for England, in order to join the firm of Me -rs. Cam 1 X G • . Var-.v fl. '
But his sympathies remained with his native counitx, .md the rc-t. of I.- :i < . :
zealously and advantageously safeguarded in every js-.-ible r that came •’.I: :: 1 • • r. . .
his indefatigable patriotism. In 1S69, when he relume.! to Ito m ba-., a Laud • ..• • ..
presented to him as a recognition of hi^ appreciable 5^ nice*. In 1S71-72 Mr. I'. .
some most valuable aud unimpeachable evidence before the Parliamentary < ■
finances of India, and his potent remarks and sound practical siiggi tin: ...7.
mended by the people of India and us warmly welcomed a.-> a s’ uni-::. :: :
their welfare.

For the twenty years following Mr. D.ulabh 1: w 1 > earm-tly cug.-.g< I in • in; , l- -
patriotic zeal he had already exemplified, enhancing his valuable 0.. ‘ lb. ■ : ’
of pamphlets on the subjects dearest to his he.itI. chi- 1 « f which was < ver the ‘ G-..
of the poor of India. ” During this period he .•ccup'.wl ma-.ix public j .• 7. -.
eminence and honor. In 1SS5 the Government of I.- id Kony invite ’ In: * 1
Bombay Legislative Council. In he became l’r.-id.-iit . f the I I: ’ . . b
Congress. In 1887. after having given evidence the I’ubln Seivicv C nnn. " t'-u
"Grand Ohl Mau” of India, a • he was affcvlmuately c d! -4. < me :u-a< : i
order to enter Parliament. Alter five sears’ per?i-.tent and i- .1 i-u it t ..’ :•» . ..
House of Commo::-a-..1 champ-..m >1 the intets-i- of hi t c.mn'.r}m-.:’. h. w el ..
constituency of FinsUirv to that a- ciubly, lima achieving .. : :n. ’.hit h. : .
the opinion of the people of India, tulle entitl-.d him t».

tvre-te»lnc>s imxrit> of ambition an«l burning j Hi; : 1 j '
ennoble a citi.'.cn at. I m ike him u-pc. led b-. hi-. t.lLiv.-- : •!.. n .’ :: ...
of contradiction, that Mr. Dadabhai N.uuoji 1, enm-b! .1 -.4 .. .

Mr. Dmlabhai still nridv-i ni England, .uul, th< . G L. . »..<
mcT-.i’ar < f r.ir’.i >f. rl, h • >v:np itb.u * with t’. lai:' ! ’.i ' •
his .tiuknt davs cue of Mr. Dadahhai':-pi<‘fi --o;-: ti h ned •' him 1 '■ : >■
How tar tb.:'vvneiab’.c p.dnot, politician and phi! m’.h:. j-.. ’. h- .-• •' •’ ' ’ .
wlicrevcr his name is spoken in Indi 1. And no i -. a. t .'
people for whom he labors than that Mr. Dadabhai 1 m1 , ■ : . .
their interests in his adopted home—the centre of luip.ri d 1. ... 1 . : ! .
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The Hon. Mr. Daji Abaji Khare, J. P.

E HON. MR. DAJI ABAJI RARE is a native of Nasik,
having been bora in the family house in that town in Jan­
uary, 1856. He was taken when very young to Ratnagiri.
and was educated in various vernacular schools in that dis­
trict, receiving his English tuition in the Ratnagiri High
School. After his father's death, which occurred when he
was only thirteen, he returned to Nasik and studied in the
High School there. He passed his matriculation examina­
tion in 1S73, and having secured a scholarship he entered
the Deccan College, Poona. He was rusticated in 1S76 for
six months, but nevertheless passed his B. A. examination
the following year. He then went to Bombay, and studied 

law at the Law Class, obtained the Jurisprudence Prize and passed the LL.B, in 1S80, coming
out first in the First Class. He commenced to practice on the Appellate side of the Bombay
High Court in 1S.S1, apprenticing himself to the late Rao Salieb V. N. Mandlik for a time. It
was this connection that encouraged him to closely study the various Land Tenures, especially
the Koli Tenure. For six years, that is until 18S6, he edited the English columusof ‘ Native
Opinion,” but was obliged to secede from that position by reason of increasing legal business.

Mr. Khare was Joint Secretary, with the late Mr. Justice Tclang, of the Bombay Branch
of the East Indian Association, and thus came into close contact with Mr. Dadabhai Navroji,
under whose guidance he studied political questions. He became Secretary of the Students’
Literary and Scientific Society, which position he still holds. This society was established by­
Mr. Dababhai Navorji. Dr. Bhau Daji, Rao Saheb Mandlik, Sir Mangaldas Nalhubhoy and
others. It has four schools for the vernacular education of girls.

Mr. Khare became a Fellow of the Bombay University, and was also made a Justice of
the Peace for the town and island of Bombay. In 1895 he was elected to the Bombay Legisla­
tive Council by the local boards of the Southern Division of the Presidency, and continued .1
member until 1S99. Mr. Khare has been for some time an active member of the Indian

National Congress.

Rui Sahib Dali'ATKAM Pkaxjivvn Kiia:;ha.., j



Rjo Sahib Dalpatram Pranjivan Khakhar, J. P.

Ike R..o S .hib, whose photograph we present, is a Hindu Brahma-Kshatriya by caste,
1 L...: on the first of November, 1855, in the Portuguese settlement of Div, in the

;?■ : iuezice of his nutcnml grandfather, who traded largely with Mozambique. He
rest oved to I?.nnaun, also a Portuguese settlement, where his ancestors had migrated from
J . two hundred and fifty years ago, and where they had acquired considerable
.... ....co through their enterprise and ability. The Rao Sahib, whilst young, had the mis­
fortune to Ic.m; his mother and was brought up by his grandmother, Putlibai, an educated
and refined l.uh oi deep religious convictions. He received an education in Gujarati and
M.v.r.d.-r his father, as well a*, religious instruction in Sanskrit. He was sent to learn
Portuguese iu a Government school, where he acquired a good knowledge of the language.
Being ue-.i-nas of prosecuting his studies further, he came to Bombay and joined the Elphin-
; • ::c Schoo] in 1851, and entered the Elphinstone College in 1856, after passing the

.:.1:.:a held by the Government examiners. He secured the second of the two Clare
Schuh :. hip-', with a diploma which he received from the hands of Lord Elphinstone, the then
Governor of Bombay. In 1857, he carried off the scholarship on the Sir Edward West Foun­
dation, ami in 1S5S, he was made a first normal scholar, and passed the jurisprudence exam-

la the Rao Sahib joined the teaching staff of the Elphinstone School, and
m L-.-a married Dcokarbai, the daughter of Mcghji Jadowji, an eminent physician of Bhav-
n.'.gar. Alter pacing the registered teacher’s examination he accepted the head mastership
cf Li;j Gcculda* Teizpal Government School, which owes much to his connection with it;
lor Mr. Coke. Educational Inspector, writes, in 1864: “He has brought up the school to a
much higher standard.than any of a similar grade in the department.’’ Mr. (now Honorable)
J. Nu_j.nl. reports, in 1866: “All the boys read English remarkably well, and many of them

a fair knowledge of the language. In arithmetic they did somewhat better than the
average ran of boys in Government schools. The head master, Mr. Dalpatram, is a remark­
ably intelligent man and knows English extremely well " During this time he was the
1 ecrclary of the Budhiuardhak Society and editor of its magazine. In 1868. he was appointed
tutor and guardian to His Highness the late Thakore Sahib of Rajkote. On his leaving for
Rajkote the members of the society and other leading reformers gave him a dinner-party, and
prw-eiztvd him with an address and a present of books of his choice for his service in the
cuu i- < 1 a f jrm. The young Thakore Sahib, of Rajkote, made such progress under him that
on the Gcca-b n of the first meeting of the Kathiawar chiefs at Rajkote he was the only one
able to converse in English with Sir Seymour Fitzgerald, the then Governor of Bombay, who
congratulated Mr. Dalpatram for the accuracy of pronunciation and general knowledge of
in . .-.ya! pupil. Colonc’ Anderson, Political Agent, and Mr. Macnaghton, Principal of
the R.'.jkutzuir College, elated in their annual reports of 1870-71, respectively, “The well-
:i;.r.Lv ! c; miiums of Captain Lloyd on the value of the services of Mr. Dalpatram I

:: and in bringing them prominently to notice, trust Government will be
p’.t-.i . 1 to record it> approbation.” He (the Thakore Sahib of Rajkote) holds his position
::i l‘;c fir I da by hi - knowledge of English, a knowledge which reflects great credit on
bi. cr tutor, Mr. Dalpatram. In 1871. Mr. Dalpatram was promoted by Mr. (now the

/. Sir J. B. Peile, C. I. E , to the position of Educational Inspector of Cutch,
: ! 1 1.: >. ter of the Alfred High School Bhuj, Cutch. He filled these positions until

h...u\; ted the position of tutor to the present Rao of Cutch, still retaining the
' ; . . hip. .d to him was also entrusted the education of Bai Rajba, now the Dowager
I?/.; Bikaner. In the same year the Rao Sahib was congratulated by His Grace the

of Argyle, K. G., etc., the then Secretary of State for India for his services to
a in Cut- b. There is no doubt that much of the success which has attended the

. . J . b . . due to the careful education and training received at an early age from
. [• x ' R'.r -rts of the several political agents and British Educational Inspectors

.: . Jy the good work done by Mr. Dalpatram. Colonel Goodfellow says, in
“I find he (the Rao of Cutch) has made considerable progress in English.

. .. . . : fc.. his < • who could have made such progress as he has done.” Mr.
‘ :i_d I:: p.-ctor, reports: “His Highness the young Rao of Cutch has been

.. I '••-ring the year, but a comparison of the results obtained by him this
... ’ -i. Dr. Buhler, indicate that he has made good progress in English m)

and other subjects. I was much pleased with his general intelligence and think Mr. Dalpa­
tram deserves credit for the way in which he has conducted his education." Colonel Parr,
after speaking of the indebtedness of education in Cutch to him, writes, in September, 1876:
"Mr. Dalpatram’s careful and painstaking instruction of the young Rao and of his sister,
Princess Bai Rajba, is also deserving of special praise." Dr. Buhler, in 1877, says: "As
he (the Rao) is able to converse on common topics, I was much pleased with his intelligence
and brightness, which showed that his mind had been developed very considerably since I
saw him in 1874. ’’ Colonel \V. C. Parr, Political Agent, writes on the fourteenth of September,
1876, "I consider Mr. Dalpatram Khakhar, head of the Educational Depatment in Cutch, an
efficient officer, being both able and energetic, and I think the education in Cutch owes a
great deal to him. Mr. Dalpatram’s careful and painstaking instruction of the young Rao
and of his sister Princess Bai Rajba, is also deserving of special praise."

Mrs. Frances E. Chase Parr, writes: "As, since her betrothal, the Princess Bai Rajba
cannot be examined by the Government Inspector, I have much pleasure in saying that,
from the opportunities I have had of ascertaining her knowledge of English, I consider that
she has been extremely well taught, and is very well advanced for a girl of her age, and that
she does her tutor, Mr. Dalpatram, great credit"

On the Rao’s installation to the Gadi he read, in English, the reply to the address of
the Political Agent in the Durbar. When Sir Richard Temple, the then Governor of Bombay,
visited Cutch in 1877 the Rao, who had just passed out of Mr. Dalpatram’s hands, read in
English his reply to the Governor’s speech in full Durbar and was complimented on his
general progress and the accuracy and ease with which he could converse in English. In
addition to the duties of inspector and tutor, the Rao Sahib made an archxological and
architectural survey of Cutch, and submitted a report which the Government of Bombay
published as Selection No. 151, New Scries. He also contributed to the Gazetteer of
Cutch, and his valuable sen-ices in connection with these works were acknowledged by
Government in the form of three Government resolutions. In 1877, Mr. Dalpatram acted
as a member of the Famine Relief Committee, and in 1SS0 he acted jointly with the
Assistant Political Agent as the working member of the Census Committee. In 1883, the
residents of Tera founded a library in his name. In 1884, he organized and carried to a
successful conclusion the Cutch Art Exhibition, which subsequently formed the nucleus of
the Sir James Fergusson Museum. In 1SS6, he retired from Government sen-ice on a pension,
and in recognition of his distinguished sen-ices lie was honored by a Khilat from the Rao
of Cutch, presented in Durbar, and the British Government conferred on him, on the occasion
of Her Majesty’s Jubilee, the title of Rao Sahib, as a personal distinction. He is a Justice
of the Peace for the town and Island of Bombay; a member of the Royal Asiatic Society; a
member of the Managing Committee of the Goculdas Teizpal Charities, and a trustee of their
funds amounting to 20,00,000 rupees; a life member of the Gujarat Vernacular Society of
Ahmedabad; and of the Dnyan Prassarak Mandali of Bombay; a Managing Director and
Chairman of the Fort Press Company, Limited; Chairman of the Indian Marriage and Death
Benefit Fund, Limited, and he is the Shet, or head, of all the seven sections of his caste. He
is the author of several works, amongst others a Gujarati translation of the "Sharkunbala”
play; a "Geography of Cutch;" " Archaeological Survey of Cutch," and a "Life of Shet Vur-
jivandas Madowdas" of Bombay. Mr. Dalpatram has, despite his busy life, found time
to promote the cause of native art, and has sent to various exhibitions articles of rare
workmanship, and obtained prizes, medals and certificates. The reader will see that Mr.
Dalpatram has given satisfaction to his principals, and it could not well have been otherwise,
ns he has always displayed intelligence, ability, zeal and tact in the discharge of his duties.
The Rao Sahib has issue, a daughter, Tulja Gavri, born in 1873, and a son, Maganlal, born
on the eleventh of November, 1870, who was educated at the Elphinstone and St. Xavier’s
Colleges, where he gained the Jam Shri Vibhaji Scholarship for the best English scholar
amongst the Kathiawaris. He married, in 1SS7, Mahalakshmi, daughter of the late Mr.
Shivashanker Govindram, Pleader of the High Court, and at one time acting Presidency
Magistrate. He is secretary to the Fort Press Company, Limited. Mr. Maganlal is an
accomplished scholar, being the author of a work entitled "Jagadu Charita," and gives
promise of a bright and distinguished future.
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The Late Mr. Damodhar Thackersey .Mooljee and His Son, Mr. Vithaldas.

To none more than her captains*of industry and merchant princes does Bombay owe her
rand promise of brighter future still; and amongst the manufacturers and
traders of Bombay, none holds a more prominent place than the Bhatia community. The
late Mr. Damodhar Thackersey was a Bhatia gentleman of first rank; and he was a worthy
.. re.' eiiLitive of the. e who have, by their industry and enterprise and by their public spirit and
benevolence. raised Bombay, from the village she was a century ago, to the promt distinction
cf being, in trade and population, the first city in India, and second only to London in the
British Empire.

Burn on the 14th of April, 184", at Varwala, in Kathiwar, Mr. Damodhar Thackersey
: ccompanied his father to Bombay, where he received his education at the G. T. Seminary, a
school founded by an eminent member of his community, the late Mr. Gokuldas Tejpal. At
the early age of fourteen he joined his father's firm, and showed such a talent for business,
that, in a year, lie was made its treasurer. Two years later he became its salesman, and was
entrusted with the entire management of the firm in 1S64, when his father had some business,
’.-.hick kept him cat of Bombay for a long time. He then showed that he had become an
enp.-rt in all the lore of the profession. During all this time, Mr. Damodhar remained a
; indent at home, perfecting his knowledge of English and increasing his stock of general
information, without which he would not have been able to add to the laurels of a successful
merchant and manufacturer, those of a trusted social and political leader of the public. He
completed his education by an extensive tour round India in 1865; and on his return, began
that career of industry and enterprise, which made him one of the richest men in Bombay.

From 1866, Mr. Damodhar Thackersey began to hold an active intercourse with the
European export and import houses of Bombay, and became prosperous enough to build, at a
co t of twelve lakhs of rupees, in conjunction with another Bhatia merchant, a new cloth
market; called the New Piece Goods Bazar Company, Limited, which met a long-felt want of the
cloth merchants of Bombay. In 1S70 he became the guarantee broker of Mr. Solomon Betsch.
His ether pcatners falling off next year, he, with his brothers, began to trade as originally in
the name of his father, Thackersey Mooljee’s firm. He then directed his energies to the rising
cotton manufacturing industry, which has made Bombay the Manchester of the East. In

he formed a company, and built on the Byculla flats the Hindustan S. & W. Mills
Company, Ld. lie managed the affairs of this company very well, and yet found time to work
.. the ir.int-.c broker of Messrs. Gaddum & Company, who are now known as Messrs. Gaddam,
P.ythvl Company. In 1S79. he severed his connection with this firm, and successfully
i..u:: 1 the Thackersey Mooljee S. 8c W. Mill, which was afterward amalgamated with the
Hindustan M:!i- In iSSo, he bought, on his own account, the Manchester and Bombay Mill, 
v. li._; > I;.. 1 li -vn mortg 14cd to him the year previous, but sold it without any profit to a new
t *>mt whu h he formed. The mill was then improved and extended by the addition of looms,
an 1 ’...rl-.d .. ith vig .r, alter an interesting and enthusiastic opening ceremony, with the new name
<.: the _rn In ha Spinning and Manufacturing Company, Limited. This mill is situated at
Cl. , ci-.’ . In I "*-. Mr. Damodhar startv I the Indian Manufacturing Company, Limited,
•.n.i.-i: niill i ritu.ited on Ripon Road. In 1S92, he bought the Hong Kong Mills at Chinch-
p io .!-:d ’J::- i. -amc connt clc l. as owner or predominant shareholder, with four different
’ a’.l . The.- ■ v.t-re big concerns for a single man to manage and superintend. They
r ; anted. .. . v ill be ‘.ven from appendix A. given at the end of this sketch, a capital of
• f :r;y ‘.ikl:. of rupees. They contained a lakh and a quarter of spindles and
? i: -‘i 1<consumed, per year, twenty thousand khandies of cotton and gave
i-mr.l t < : .thou-and hand- But such was the tart and business capacity of Mr.
I . that his mills are known to be amongst the be>t managed and most
.i . 1:1 [.uibiy; a:i<! their stability is such that they can defy the usual vicissitudes

. 1 1 c .. :i 1... h suicidal Government measures a-, the closure of the mints to the free
r.f:.7 1 the 5 per cent excise recently imposed upon India's own manufactures.

• . -.k-K ’.rd .. he was in the future of the rising cotton industry of India, Mr.
Il ,r Th. xl..i -v v .. - one of the mo l active members of the Mill Owners’Association

'.juris v.crv always valuable; but nothing showed his foresight better
; C . . a : • 1 • ul -..ith which he worked for an organized e ffort to seek and secure new 
.J..- pro 'u.li.;::, of Indian mills. The association took some steps in the matter,

but its action was half-hearted and perfunctory. Nothing daunted, Mr. Damodhar Thackersey
look the matter in his own hands, and sent agents to distant lands, such as Egypt and Turkey,
on behalf of his own mills, to study the wants of the people and promote in every possible way
the consumption of Indian manufactures.

Another very important question, and one which reflected great credit upon his good
sense and foresight, which he had taken up, was that of the evil practice that had grown up
of marking false measurements on piece goods of Indian manufacture. There was no legal
methods of checking the evil, and an extensive trade was done in pieces, systematically
stamped as being some 20 per cent more than the actual length. This unscrupulousness
increased with the increase in competition, as new mills sprang up into existence. The result
was that the consuming public suffered as much as the honest manufacturer and trader. Mr.
Damodhar Thackersey strove hard to set the Mill Owners’ Association to work in the matter,
and voluntarily adopt measures dealing effectively with the evil.* In this he failed; but his
efforts had awakened the Government; and he had the satisfaction of seeing the question he
had sagaciously mooted, finally settled by the merchandise marks Act of 18S9, which makes it
a penal offence to falsely label or stamp goods, of home or foreign manufacture, as regards
origin or measurement, nature or quality.

Mr. Damodhar Thackersey’s public life was, however, far from being devoted to mercantile
questions alone. Appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1876 he was, from 1884, down to his
death, an active member of the Municipal Corporation, watching with care the interests of the
rate-payers and the common people. He was a steady supporter of the National Congress and
an influential member of the Bombay Presidency Association. There was not in his time a
single movement for the public good in which Mr. Damodhar Thackersey did not play a
conspicuous part. In addition, he was connected, as a member, with the Bombay Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society and with the National Association, as a life-member with the Moolji
Jairajbhai Library, the Arya-su-dhannodaya sabha and the Gujjerath Vernacular Society, and
with the Cow Protection Society, as its treasurer. His name is specially associated with the
movement, unhappily still unsuccessful, for the prevention of one of Bombay’s, nay of India's,
crying grievances—the adulteration of ghee Ghee is an important article of diet in India and
its wholesomeness is demanded, no less on hygienic grounds, than on those of the religious
prejudices of the people. The Hindus and Parsecs do not cat beef, the cow being a sacred
animal to them. The Mahommedans abhor nothing more than pigs. And yet it is an
injurious and impure mixture with the fat of cowsand pigs, that is openly sold as pure ghee in the
Indian markets. The mixture is so skillfully and scientifically prepared that it defies detection
even by a wary and fastidious purchaser. Mere adulteration as such is not punishable under
any law in force in India. It is only when the seller knowingly sells an article of diet, which is
positively injurious to the health, that he can be brought under the clutches of law. But these
are matters difficult to prove; and every one in Bombay has now come to believe that
adequate legislation is absolutely necessary to cope with the growing evil. No one has
contributed more to the formation of this unanimity in public opinion than Mr. Damodhar
Thackersey. He was one of the first to take up this question, and it was with characteristic
energy and disinterestedness that he worked, collectingall the information necessary to prove
the existence and the enormity of the evil, bringing to a focus the opinion of the public on the
point, and then setting in motion the legislative machinery of the Government. He first
procured samples of ghee, sold at various shops and had them analyzed by experts. A con­
siderable number were found to contain more than fifty per cent of fat, whilst some were found
to contain nothing but fat and oil. He discovered two practical methods to test the purity of
ghee. He found that when it is mixed with fat it swells only when it is boiled and then pro­
duces a white foam on the surface. Pure ghee, moreover, was found to require much less
heat to liquefy than fat, and whilst it will easily melt iu the mouth, the adulterated mixture will
always stick to the tongue and the palate. Armed with these simple tests, Mr. Damodhar
Thackersey satisfied himself that Hie evil of adulterating ghee with fatwas not confined to the
Bombay market only, but that a large quantity of the vicious mixture was exported to Rangoon
and other distant parts. He was good enough to apprise the people of these places of the
deception practiced upon them. His next step was to organize an agitation in the matter among
the public. A public meeting of the leading men of all communities was held on the twenty-first
of January, 1893, at his residence at Mahalaxmi, to discuss the question. He was, of course, the
principal speaker there, and, at his suggestion, it was resolved to petition the Government, 



praying for adequate legislation to put an end to the evil. The petition was prepared under the
superintendence and at the expense of Mr. Damodhar Thackersey. Over 50,000 signatures of
men representing all professions and creeds and all grades of life were obtained by agents
specially employed by him for the purpose and the monster petition was then presented to
Government Unhappily Mr. Damodhar Thackersey did not live to read the favorable answer
gi\en to it. But his labors have not been in vain. The Government of Bombay has been fully
awakened to the gravity of the question. It is well understood that it has, after consulting the
corporation of Bombay, finally settled a draft bill on the subject and sent it for approval to the
Government of India. The success of Mr. Damodhar Thackersey's earnest labors, is therefore
now, only a question of lime. Merchant as he was, Mr. Damodhar Thackersey was a very
staunch friend of education. Many a student remembers with gratitude the timely help he
gave to them in books, money, or board and lodging. He was fond of organizing, in Kathiawad
the land of his birth, merry fetes and gatherings of school lx>ys, to whom he would distribute
books, clothes, and sweets. He has made permanent donations to various schools in and near
Khambalia and Dwarka. He was a constant and liberal patron of men of letters and many
grateful authorshave dedicated their works to him. He established at his cost reading rooms ami
libraries at Khambhalia, Varvala and Shrec-Beta-Sankhodwarand regularly helped many others.

Unobtrusive, but true and ever-flowing charity, was, in fact, the most attractive trait in his
character. He built many resting places for travelers in his native land and elsewhere; and in
some of them alms are always given to the poor. At other places he built tanksand wells and
otherwise provided for the conveniences and comforts of the people. His purse w as ever ready
to help the sufferers whenever any calamity, such ns a flood, or a fire, or an epidemic visited
his country. Gujrath and Kathiawad naturally attracted his attention most in the matter,
but real distress in other places never failed to rouse his sympathy. More characteristic than
his liberality on such occasions was the zeal with which he personally labored to alleviate
human miser}’. Thus, when a virulent fever epidemic broke out in 1892, in Gujrath and
Kathiawad, he kept on a regular active correspondence with the people of the affected districts
and sent valuable help in the form of medicines required, together with printed directions for
their use, specially adapted to the understanding of the people to be relieved. And this was
by no means a single instance. In every sense of the word he was a true philanthropist
The extent of his charities will appear from a list of the principal ones, we have given in
appendix B. It should, however, l>e noted that they are charities of more or less a public
nature. It would, of course, be impossible to give ail estimate of what may, for distinction's
sake, be called private charities to individuals. He was always a friend of the poor and dis­
tressed. No one in need went to him for help and returned disappointed. And no one's
business did he undertake, in the discharge of which he did not show the same steadfast perse­
verance, zeal and industry, which marked his career as a successful man of business or a trusted
leader of the public. Sweet was he in temper, always, ami his gravity and piety were in perfect
keeping with his patriotism and public spirit. Exceedingly rich as he w as, his dress and habits
were simple and vanity never touched his soul. He was always easy of approach and was
courteous and affable to rich and poor alike. Needless to say, he was very popular and
influential with all classes of people. He had a hold on the rulers and the ruled, not only in
Bombay, but in Gujeralh and Kathiawad too. The chiefs of Kathiawad knew him well and
paid him particular respect. With many of them his relations w ere those of greatest intimacy.
He was thus able to do an amount of good which mere leaders of the public cannot hope to
accomplish. His power was well seen during, and after, the lamentable Hindu Mahommcdan
riots that disturbed the peace of the usually quiet Bombay, in 1S93. He took various measure.
to assist Government in restoring order and in reinspiring confidence in the city. By means
of printed handbills and personal exhortations, and by his hold on the merchants in hi.
extensive market and on the trading classes in general, he materially helped the restoration of
the cordial and amicable relations that had previously subsisted between the two communities
in Bombay. It was in activities of all kinds that his life was spent. His own private busmen
was enough to tax to the full the mental and physical powers of any man. Combined with
the public duties, which he never forsook to the last, it brought on an early break up of a
constitution not naturally over strong. In 1893 he was seized with a fever winch brought him
on October 21,1893. to a premature grave at the early age of forty-seven. heedless to say Ins
death was univerwdly mourned. His funeral was attended by over five thousand persons of
all castes and creeds and all the papers of Bombay and the mast important ones of other Wrts 

of India, agreed in considering his death as 3 great national ’.. .
greater calmness or resignation. Such is the death of thu who, like Mr Da
Thackersey, have not a deed to repent of and who, recognizing r._ __  ..
and wealth, have employed them, like him, for the good of th'-irfvIlG.v-l-^r.’s. Mr. I
Thackersey leaves behind him two sons and a daughter. The eld1.
born on the first of December, 1S73, at Bombay. He was cduc in < ,:e of /. . II
Schools of Bombay, and, after winning several prizes, p.n. .-dhi.. u::. hi:::’...'.’•••..lx 1 . ..’
seventeenth year. He was then sent to college. ThelaLher had the*. ' 1:. f ...
as well up in literary attainments and culture, as in the practical I.;; ;__ c. ir.
With foresight enough, Mr. Damodhar Thackersey had trained up his ............ . •. . .
all tile lore necessary for the inheritor of his wealth and name. He ; ?.. V..1...’ . ..
all the capacity and talent needed, but died too soon to enjoy tlieir fruit. x’L .
father has well fallen on the son; for Mr. Vithaldas has ;ilrv.uly shown Hint uu 1.2 ....
the business talents, well as the zeal, benevolence, patriotism arid charily c fl.; .... ‘
he fully fill the void caused in society of Bombay by the prematured. ■ ;‘.'i ■ -I ...
Appendix A.—The mills ixcueJ and managed ' '



Sardar Davar Edalji Khurshedji Modi.

The Davar, or head of the Parsee community of Surat, belongs to an illustrious family.
One of his ancestors, according to traditions prevailing in the community, as well as in the
family, accompanied the small band of political emigrants to India as their leader, when
their last Persian emperor, Yezdezird, was vanquished by the Mohammedans, more than 1200
years ago. M. Anquctil du Perron, the celebrated French traveler and savant, whose
researches into the Parsee religion and history are well known, speaks of the family in the
following terms:

“The Davar, the chief of the Parsees, under the empire of the Mohammedans or the
Hindoos, is only a feeble shadow of these ancient priestly kings.” It is the oldest Parsee
family in India, and has, for centuries, held the office of Davar under adequate Purwanas.
The word Davar signifies in Persian temporal and spiritual judge, and the oflice of Davar,
or Datobar, is referred to in the oldest extant religious books of the Parsees. (See Yezashua,
chapters IX, XIX and XLIX, and Vendidad, chapter XVI. ) The authority and position of
the Davar in Surat were always acknowledged by the Nawaos, and have always been recog­
nized and respected by the British Government. The latest recognition of the title of Davar
vesting hereditarily in the head of the family, was made by a Sanad conferred on the then
Davar, Khan Bahadoor Rustomjee Khurshedjee Modi, under the sign manual of the Gov­
ernor, Lord Harris, by the authority of the Government of India, and in pursuance of Gov­
ernment Resolution No. 3349, dated the second of June, 1SS5. It was announced in the
official list of hereditary titles in the Bombay Presidency, as made in consideration of heredi­
tary position and rank among the Parsee community of Surat, and valuable services to Gov­
ernment A Purwana addressed by His Highness Hyderkoolee Khan, Nawab of Surat, in the
time of Badshah Gazee Mohammed Fanikseer, in 1710-11 A D., “Modee Bhimjee Kuvarjee,
the Davar of the caste of Parsees,” constitutes one of many instances of the valuable services
rendered by the family to the Parsee community. On that occasion the Davar procured the
exemption of the Parsees from undue and oppressive imposts, and rescued them from a
variety of other hardships and disabilities. As an instance of services rendered in more
modern times may be cited the valuable aid given, single-handed, by the late Davar Rus­
tomjee in procuring the exemption of the entire community in British India from the
application of an oppressive section of the Administrator General’s act, under which the
property of every deceased Parsee became liable to attachment and vexatious interference by
the civil authorities immediately on the occurrence of his death. Davar Rustomjee received
appreciative addresses from the community in grateful recognition of this service. In the
early days of British power in Surat, when the Government was struggling into existence,
the factory of the English was brought into great straits by their rivals, the Portuguese and
the Mohammedans, cutting off their supplies, and it was the ancestor of the present Davar
who rescued them from the difficult position by contriving to supply them secretly with
provisions. In revenge, the Sidi, commandant of the Castle of Surat, mortally wounded two
of the Modis’ nephews, and this and other circumstances led, in the beginning of the year
1779, to a renewal of the intention to obtain the castle and the fleet for the East India
Company, as is chronicled in a minute recorded by the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Gov­
ernor of Bombay, on the thirteenth of August, 179S.

In former times, the Davar possessed very large judiciary powers in civil, matrimonial
and religious matters. On the advent of British rule and the establishment of British
courts, and the progress of legislation, the Davar’s jurisdiction was necessarily curtailed by
degrees. When legislation, with regard to matrimony and inheritance among the Parsees
was proposed in 1865 by the Parsee Law Commission, of which the late Davar Rustomjee was
a representative member, section 28 of the bill enacted, as a special concession or privilege
in favor of the Davar’s family, that in the town and district of Surat the office of President
of the Parsee Panchayat shall be hereditary in this family. Ultimately, however, the Select
Committee recommended the abolition of Panchayat altogether, and the special provision fell
through in consequence. The present Davar’s grandfather, Davar Dosabhai Cownsjee, was
granted a Sanad in 1805, confinning him in his office. He (lied suddenly, and was succeeded
in the following year by his son, Davar Khursedjec. On the death of Davar Khursedjec, on
the twenty-eighth of June, 1827, his eldest son, Davar Rustomji, succeeded to the office, and
received khillats from the agent to the Governor, and from the titular Nawab of Surat.
Davar Rustomjee was born on the twelfth of February, 1S03. He received the title of Khan'
Bahadoor, and a certificate of honor testifying to conspicuous loyalty to the crown, on the
occasion of the proclamation of Her Most Gracious Majesty as Empress of India, on January
1, 1877. He died on the first of April, 1S94, and was succeeded by his brother, the present
Davar Edalji, who was bom on the eighth of January, 1816. This succession was duly
recognized, according to custom, at the Uthumna ceremony, on the third day after Davar
Rusloinjee’s death, by the presentation of shawls on behalf of the laity and clergy. It was
further marked by the Davar’s elevation, by Government, to the high rank of a first-chess
Sirdar of the Deccan, a distinction enjoyed by no other member of the community in the
whole of Gujarat. This gave great gratification to the community, as evinced by congratu­
latory addresses from Surat and all the other principal towns of Gujarat. Another coveted
distinction which the present Davar pos.sv>.'0, and which bis late brother also had, is that of
cxeniption from personal attendance in the civil courts of the country. This is the only

< 116) l>arsvv family winch possesses this unique honor.



Sardar Davar Edalji Kiiursiiedji Modi.

Sardar Davar Edalji has five sons, as follows: Knikhusroo, a B. A. of the Bombay
University and a large Zemindar, bom November 7, iS.|i; Bomaniee, an M. X, and a deputy
collector ’bom July 30; Cawasbaw, mi undergraduate and a land-holder, born April 9. 1S|S,
who has two sons, Temooms. born July 27. 18S7, and Honnusdiar, Ixirn on the eighth of
November iSoo- Burcorjci-. mi M. A. mid I.L. B„ a Fellow of the Bombay Universlty. ami
Judge of tile Court of Small Causes at Surat, bom October 2.|, 1K50, and having a son. Shari-
yariee, bom on the tenth’of May. 1S93; mid Jehanglrshaw, a B. A. and LL B„ ami Subor­
dinate Judge, bom October 12, 1S53. 1117I
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D. J. De Monte. Esq., J. P.

Amongst the members of the native Christian community of Bombay the subject of our
sketch u-.-s.rvi.-dly occupies a foremost position. Mr. De Monte or Dinnoo Patel, to give his
- re generally known designation, was bcm at Bandora. near Bombay, on the eleventh of Feb-
: y, i rju. of highly respectable parents. His father occupied a high and respectable position
;::<cr Gcv<_r:'.ment. Ur. De Monte was educated al the Elphinstone School, which in those
uiys rvJ amongst its professors such eminent alumni as Messrs. Harkness, Green and
D l:.l l:oy Xacroji. At this time there was no good Catholic College or teaching institution in
?. rv.L.-.y. After completing his school career Mr. De Monte joined Government service, and
hL fir-4 pa4 in the Secretariat, but soon afterward he decided to abandon Government ser­
vice and joined the, then well known, mercantile house of Messrs. McKendo. Rogers & Co.
After some time spent in commercial pursuits Mr. De Monte, for good and sufficient reasons,
tl-cided to n-join the Secretariat and secured the position of a superintendent in the Military
Department. From his early manhood Mr. De Monte evinced a lively interest in any matter
touching the welfare of the town in which he was born and where he has continued to reside
ever since. He v.:v. elected a member of the District Local Board on its establishment, and this
position he still holds.

it is. however, in connection with Mr. De Monte’s work in the Bandora Municipality
that he is best known. He was one of the first Commissioners appointed by Government in
1S76, under Act VI of 1S73. an^ f°r fourteen years, uninterruptedly, he has acted on the Man­
aging Committee. In June. 1SS5. Mr. De Monte was elected chairman of the Bandora Munici­
pality and also of the Managing Committee. The popular opinion of Mr. De Monte will best
be shown by mentioning that at tw o different municipal elections he not only polled the highest
number of votes recorded, but also every elector who voted recorded a vote in his favor. Mr.
De Monte’s qualities of head and heart admirably filled him for the positions he occupied.
Combining with finnuts and rectitude a courteous and conciliatory disposition, it is no won­
der that when, in 1S90, failing health compelled him to sever his connection with municipal

the nev.sof his retirement was received with feelings of sorrow and regret by all classes
cf Bandora society. It is unnecessary to say that Mr. De Monte severed his immediate con­
nection with Bandora municipal work with a sorrowing heart. At a general meeting of the
Bandora Commissioners, held on the fourteenth of March, 1890, a resolution thanking Mr. De
Mcntv for his fourteen years valuable services was unanimously carried, and on the third of
May, iSyo, a resolution was is-ued by Government, General Department, ns follows:

•‘The Governor in Council has perused with much satisfaction the testimony borne by the
Municipal Commissioners of Bandora, the Collector of Thanua and the Commissioner N. D.,
to the value of the important services rendered by Mr. D. J. De Monte ns member and chair-
u;..u of the Bandura Municipality for the past fourteen years, and regrets that the state of that
gentleman’s health should have compelled him to sever his connection with the municipality.”

A c* : y of til’s r- solution was directed to be forwarded to the president of the Bandora
Manic;; .h:y fur lit information. Several of the leading English and native newspapers of the
Pre idcncy •poke ir. a highly eulogistic manner of Mr. De Monte’s services and one of them

.id • fo’.l *• Wv hope that Mr. De Monte’s useful career is not yet over, but that he
v. ill b r.jr I • 4 to confer further benefits on the people of Bandora. who love him.”

In i : . 5 Mr. D Monte, in conjunction with the late Mr. C. E Kane, acted asoneof
th 1 alor.-» ::i the fame;: Pow.di ca . Mr. De Monte is a Justice of the Peace for the Town

I.4 of L* mbiy, thn. position ha\ ing been conferred on him by the Government of Bom-
' iy in re. <»f hi* many distinguished services. Mr. De Monte has been for several

• tlic ?; . b. at of the B indor.i Conference, in connection with the well-known institutions
- : th.- S..: .y of St Vine.nt de Paul. He is a life-member ami Honorary Secretary of the

A’.:’ ’..- L n -r Home. Mr. De Monte has established a reading room and library,
. 1: ) I and maintains a school at Bandora. Mr. De Monte lias three brothers—-one

; iiiu cl, :: a:: 1 Chancellor of the Poona diocese; another is a Justice of the Peace; and
third : .. lu ite of the Bombay I’niver.- ity. Mr. De Monte has two sons, both of whom

.vc I : • d in Europe. The elder is a popular medical practitioner in Bandora; a
• f the Municipal Corporation of Bombay and Bandora; a Fellow of the Bombay Uni-

. , : 1 a Ju Lice of the Peace. The younge t son is a cleric and has passed the examina-
Lons for the Doctorates of Divinity and Canon Law at Rome. ,

Luis Joseph Eustace de Souza, B. A., LL.B., J. P.

DE SOUZA belongs to one of the most distinguished and
respected Portuguese families in Bombay, being the sec­
ond son of the late Mr. J. F. D. de Souza, a phyician who
had a very extensive practice in Bombay, especially
among the Parsecs. Mr. de Souza was bom in Bombay on
the twentieth of September, 1S52. After passing hU
matriculation examination he entered the St. Xavier’s
College, where he studied under the Jesuit Fathers for
his examinations in Arts, in which faculty he took his

degree in 1S75. Five years later he graduated in Law, after which
he accepted a situation in the High Court, urged therctp by his

friends, who argued that the Legal Profession was already overcrowded and could therefore
offer him no prospect of success.

After about a year’s uncongenial work, however, Mr. de Souza decided to take his
chance at the Bar. He was admitted as a Pleader in the High Court in April, 1S81. He was
the first member of his community to be so enrolled, and he has had no reason to regret the
course he adopted. He soon secured a remunerative practice, especially in the Criminal
Courts. Some years ago Government nominated him a Justice of the Peace for the Town and
Island of Bombay.

Mr. de Souza stands in the front rank of Bombay Pleaders as an excellent and effective
advocate and sound adviser. His conspicuous abilities and independent character have won
the respect of the Judges before whom he practices and of his professional colleagues. Besides
being a representative lawyer he is a leading member of the Portuguese Community and has
been actively associated with its most important and useful movements.

In 1892 the Portuguese Government appointed Mr. de Souza a Knight Commander of
the Order of the Villa Vijosa, pehaps the most coveted of Portuguese decorations, but Mr. de
Souza, being a British subject, could not accept the honor.



Dinshaw Eduljke Wacha, Esouibk, J. 1’.
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Dinshaw Eduljee Wacha, Esquire, J. P.
A:: : - ... those persons who, by their disinterested labors and unwavering loyalty to

the . reform have deserved well of the people of India, few stand out more promi-
... than Dix: haw Edulji Wacha. Mr. Wacha was born at Bombay on the second of

.. and begun hi:- school life when five years old at the first Anglo-Vernacular
i which, thanks to the beneficence of the late Mr. Dhun jibhoy M. Cama, had been

. . and which, for a long time, was known as the Ayrton School. In 1855, Mr.
Wacha entered the Elphiu; tone Institution and. after a successful career there, joined the
li'yain. Lc.ae College in lh5S, one year before the first university entrance examination was
held, and, shortly after his entrance he gained a junior scholarship. Mr. Wacha’s general
ability and “pleasing, gentlemanly deportment,’’ to use the words of Sir Alexander Grant,
the di. tinguished Profc-.-or of History and Philosophy in the college, endeared him to the
prcfccaxxd his fellow-students alike. Mr. Wacha intended to graduate, but before he
could complete the university course, his father found it necessary to take him away from
the co’.’. in order that he might be of assistance in the business then carried on by his
father ;.t Aden. Mr. Wacha has, since the age of thirty, been associated with the mill
industry, and is one of the leading and most active members of the Bombay Mill Owners’
A . acir.'.iun. His speeches, letters and papers on industrial affairs afford ample testimony to
the t’raat interest he takes in the work. His business abilities ami undoubted knowledge of
the trade of India and the statistics bearing on it, have rendered him one of the foremost
authc r-.tx. in India on all commercial and financial matters. But it is Mr. Wacha’s public
life v.ould treat of rather than his business career, for Bombay, above most of the large
commercial centres of the world, abounds in successful business men; but ahis, with a few
nctal.le exceptions, there are few of these men who are prepared to sacrifice their time and
money to aid the cause of reform and progress. For the past twenty years Mr. Wacha has
l.een a prolific contributor to the Indian press. Very early in his life he fell under the
influence of the 1 ite Mr. R. Knight, the Bayard of Indian journalism, who was, at one time,
editor of the of India, and it is to the writings of this gentleman, especially on the
land revenue, imperial finance, the Inam Commission and the opium question, that Mr.
Wacha attributes his first desire to associate himself with public life. Mr. Wacha’s press
contribulic■ are noted for the grasp of economic principles displayed, fairness to adversaries
and the lr j:c. I and lucid conclusions arrived at Mr. Wacha’s connection with the Muni-
*a.. l C " m’.: .1 dales from iSSS, when he was elected to a seat by the rate-payers of Fort
Ward . .: 1 ■ eat he still hold-. Within six months of his election Mr. Wacha made his
: : in ibe Cer oration, and to-day he is justly considered one of its most prominent
m.mb;.. In debating power and knowledge of the various Municipal Acts he is second
cn? to t' • Hon. P. M. Mehta. C. I. E.. and Dr. Blaney, C. I. E. Mr. Wacha is noted for
’..i ::::d .a g opp-; 'lion to all expenditure of the municipal funds which, in his opinion,

a.. a:L i either by public requirements or the condition of the finances and thus
check on ill-considered or unwarranted proposals. It is much to be

a n like Mr. Wacha cannot have a controlling voice in imperial questions
. 1. .mixture of crore , of rupees is involved. He recently reviewed, in a series of

’. . _• 7*. >'5 of India, the financial history of the Bombay municipality for the last
i tlx: review is admitted on all sides to be an exceedingly exhaustive and

Mr. Wacha is best known for his political work in connection with the
/ . :'.-::cy A: aviation, of which he is one of the honorary secretaries, having

Mr. P. M. Mehta and N. G. Chandravarkar, Esq., as his confreres. This
.. ex: te-xxcc of twelve years, has done, and is still doing, much good (X2O)

in voicing the legitimate wants and aspirations of the people of Western India. The annual
reports of this body, which is composed of the most influential and representative native
gentlemen of the Presidency, show the good work being done by Mr. Wacha and his
colleagues. Mr. Wacha has been one of the staunchest and most consistent supporters of
the National Congress from its foundation in 18S5, and he continues to Lake the liveliest
interest in the welfare of this great movement. He has acted as one of the secretaries
to the local Standing Congress Committee, and so ably has he discharged his duties in
connection with the movement that at the eleventh annual meeting of the Congress held
at Poona, in December, 1895, he was unanimously elected as Honorable Joint General Sec­
retary, having as his co-secretary Mr. A. O. Hume, who is deservedly known as the father
of the Congress. This gentleman carries on the work of the Congress in England. Mr.
Wacha has invariably been one of the speakers of each Congress, his special subjects having
been imperial finance and military expenditure, and in addition to his utterances on these
questions he has also spoken on the questions of the closing of the mint and the cotton
duties. All Mr. Wacha’s speeches bear evidence of close study and a vast knowledge of
official and other literature bearing on the subject he is speaking on. It is notorious that a
bureaucratic government, such us that of India, which is composed of officials who regard any
change suggested by persons outside their own exclusive circle with feelings almost akin to
horror, is only to be influenced by a free and intelligent criticism of its actions, and the
Congress, by affording an opportunity for this criticism to be made, docs a great deal of
good. Mr. Wacha was the first to expose the fallacy of regarding exchange ns the principal
factor in the chronic embarrassment of the Indian finances. The facts and figures with which
he controverted it have been corroborated by, not only two such distinguished ex-financial
members of the viceregal council as Sir Auckland Colvin and Sir David Barbour, but by
many other shining lights on financial matters. The argument used against the Congress,
that the delegates do not represent the whole of the people of India, seems to us to be most
absurd, for it might, with equal force, be urged that, because the barons, who wrung the
Magna Charta from King John, did not represent every section of the people of England,
they were not justified in demanding a recognition of their rights. Those who regard the
Congress movement unfavorably should recollect that, as Froude says, “Great national
movements can only be properly understood by the people whose disposition they represent ’’

As an offshoot of the Congress movement there have sprung up in the various presi­
dencies and provinces of India institutions known as provincial conferences, and, as the
Congress deals with all broad imperial questions, so these conferences deal with provincial
matters. Nine of these conferences have already been held. The eighth, which was held at
Belgaum in May, 1895, was presided over by Mr. Wacha, and his presidential address greatly
added to his reputation. Next to the Hon. Mr. P. M. Mehta there is no one so conspicuous
on the political platform of Western India as Mr. Wacha. His speaking is ready, weighty
and perspicuous. A man of unsullied character and of unblemished life, both public and
private, Mr. Wacha has, by his single-mindedness of purpose for the welfare and advance­
ment of his native land and his fellow-countrymen, endeared himself to all classes of the
community, and whenever the history of the first century of the Bombay Presidency under
active English rule comes to be written, the name of Dinshaw Edulji Wacha will occupy a
foremost and an honorable position.



Dominic Anaclete D'Monte, M. D., J. P.

Dr. D'Monte is one of the leading citizens of Bandora. a suburb of Bonifay. He is Hie
second son of Daniel I. D’Monte, J. P„ the well-known landed proprietor of Bandora. who is
familiarly styled Dinoo Patell. Dr. D’Monte was bom on tbe twenty-second of Mae, 1859.
He acquired his primary education in his native town, but later on he entered St. Xavier’s
College in Bombay, qualifying there for the Matriculation Examination, which lie passed at
the early age of sixteen. He then entered the Grant Medical College, where he pursued his
studies with great assiduity till rSSa, when he look the I.. M. and S. degree of tbe Bombay
University. After this he proceeded to England in order to perfect himself in the various
brandies of medicine. He obtained several diplomas, viz.: L- R. C. P., M. R. C. S., L. M.
and M. D., and was admitted a member of various literary societies (M. R. A. S., I*’. R. G. S.,
F. S. A., etc.). He then made a tour of the Continent, and whilst in Paris he studied the style
and process of Mons. Pasteur’s Hydrophobia Cure. In 1SS6 he returned to Bombay.

Notwithstanding his wide practice. Dr. D’Monte finds time to devote to tbe municipal
affairs of both Bandora and Bombay. He was elected to a seat in the Bandora Municipality,
and also occupies a scat on the Bombay Municipal Corporation. He is a Tnistee of tbe Bombay
Deaf and Dumb Institution and of tbe Alblcss Leper Home. It will be remembered bow ably
Dr. D'Monte fought for his constituents in the Maliim Ward, when, against great odds,
be urged, on sanitary grounds, the imperative necessity of preventing sand-qarries being dug
in the district of Maliim. He certainly made his mark on that occasion over the discussion.

Dr. D'Monte was practically rewarded for the interest lie displayed in the social, religious
and educational movements of Hie day, for lie was created a Justice of the Peace for the Town
and Island of Bombay by Lord Racy's Government, was elected by the members of liis own
community one of the Vice-Presidents of the Bombay East Indian Association, and was
chosen as President of the Trustees of Antonio De Silva’s School. He is also a Fellow of
the Bombay University. During Hie plague epidemics Dr. D’Monle labored incessantly in the
interest of tbe scourge-stricken people. At his own cost he rented a large house to accommo-
datethe patients, for which lie was thanked by Government in a special Government Resolu­
tion. A reference to Hie plague records will show that he sacrificed Ills time and his profes­
sional practice and stuck to his post at the risk of Ids life.

General Gatacre, Chairman of the Plague Committee, wrote of him : •• I cannot -]wak
too highly of Hie invaluable services rendered by Dr. D’ Monte, the Medical Officer in charge of
the Bandore Slaughter House. He refused Hie pecuniary remuneration offered to him by tbe
Plague Committee, and gave, during the outbreak, well nigh his whole lime to the work of
attending to the sick and in house-to-house visitation. This meant to him not only a large
monetary loss but also the loss of many clients for some time to come at least. His labors
front first to last are fayond all praise, and I would lag to strongly recommend him to the

favorable notice of the Plague Committee.
Dr. D'Monte now holds the position of Vice-President of the Bandora Municipality.
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Dolatrama.Kirparamj Pandya, Esquire, Dewan of Lunawada.
Mr. Dolatram was born al Nadiad in 1S56. His father was a highly respectable

■-.r.t ami a gentleman of considerable ability and resource who took great pains with
education of his sons. Mr. Dolatram, who showed signs of great natur.il ability, was

educated at the Nadiad High School, and then at the Elphinstone College, where he was one
of the favorite pupils of Dr. Wordsworth. Owing to the premature death of his father, Mr.
DoJiitr.un v. compelled to leave the college to undertake the responsible and multifarious
duties of a landlord and a merchant al an age when theorizing and dreaming of the future
is uturc attractive than the dry-as-dust and prosaic matters of everyday life. Shortly after
his entrance into a new sphere of life, Mr. Dolatram donated to Nadiad a building called
•’The Kirp.'-ron Hall. " to be used as a lecture ball and library, in memory of his father.
The thoughtful and liberal gift was greatly appreciated by the people of Nadiad who had
suffered fur many years from the want of such a building, and in addition the memory of an
admirable man was worthily perpetuated. Mr. Dolatram was appointed a member of the
Nadiad City Municipality, and during his membership he worked with such earnestness ami
zeal as to elicit honorable mention from the late Dr. Hewlett, the late Mr. Cooke and Gov­
ernment But Mr. Dolatram’s energies were not limited to the narrow circle of a local
municipal corporation and his desire to give the benefit of his educational advantages to his
fellow-countrymen led him to the realms of literature. “Indraiit Vadh, ” an epic poem in
the Sanscrit classical style and the first of its kind in the modern Gujarati literature, and
“ Ku sumaval i.’* a novel, written on the model of Sanscrit prose fiction, stand forth promi­
nently . works worthy to be read and studied. His criticisms in the “ Rudltiprakash, ” and
his edition of the life of Swaminarayan, called ” Bhaktachinta-Mani,” will well repay
perusal. No less an authority than Mr. Shepherd, the late Commissioner Northern Division,

testified that Mr. Dolatram did credit to his education. Mr. Shepherd does not stand
;.lone in hi:, high estimation of Mr. Dolatram’s abilities, but officers like Messrs. R. M.
Kennedy and J. W. Weir and the late Mr. Cooke, also entertained a high opinion of his
talents. Mr. Dolatram was appointed by Government an Honorary Second-class Magistrate,
and the voters of Nadiad elected him as their representative to the Municipality. The
Municipal Commissioners elected him as their representative in the Taluka Local Board and
that Board, in its turn, elected him as their representative for the District Board. Mr.
Dolatram’s honesty of purpose and disinterested devotion to public duties, it will be seen,
earned for him the confidence of Government as well as of- the rural and the urban popula­
tion of hi.-. native district. These traits of character stood Mr. Dolatram in good stead when
he was called upon to undertake the responsible duties of the Dewan of Lunawada State in
the Rev.vikantha Agency. In this capacity he has the entire confidence of His Highness
the Maharajah of Lunawada, the Political Agency, and the subjects of the State. At the
beginning of his new career. Mr. Dolatram was confronted with an intricate boundary
question which had been pending for more than twenty years. He won the case for his State
and • ecured the high opinion of Major Bignull, who testified to his honesty and ability and
said that "it v..--. nut often that he had met one who acted so fairly and straightforwardly as
Mr. Dolatram.” Mr. H. T. Ommaney also entertained a high opinion of him and fully
recognized his faithfulm.-.- and devotion. Dr. Pollen, who succeeded Mr. Ommaney as the
Political Agent of the Rewakanlba Agency also thought it proper to speak of Mr. Dolatram
.> "the able and far-seeing Dewan who deserved credit for his energy and faithful service
..nd who proving his fitne-s fora wider sphere of usefulness.” Mr. Dolatram’s truth­
ful no.-- ..::d truslworthimwere also acknowledged by this officer. Administration reports
and pu'.kc utterances of Government officials, including Mr. Reid, bear w itness in unmis-
takulle terms to the high reputation which Mr. Dolatram enjoys as Dewan of Lunawada. It
is nut alone in the circle of Government officials that Mr. Dolatram has secured high
appreci-ti jti of his character. Thu chiefs with whom he has come in contact are also keenly
alive to Mr. 1). * .dram’s good qualities, and have invariably shown their good-will toward,
and confidence tn, him. As far back as 1891, His Highness the late Maharajah of Rutlam,
Sir ILmjjtsijjghji, often. 1 Mr. Dolatram the vacant place of Dewan to his State, and tempting
th-a dj the olkr w.c, Mr Dolatram refused to accept it on the ground of some important
1 • .lu ’. Lunav...«l .. which he did not care to leave unfinished. He thus proved his
loyalty to his employer by the sacrifice which he made, and has thus earned for himself the
ru.nuvlfui cun id. ration of every high-minded man in the community. In 1-893, Mr. Dolatram

tv the Dvw.niship of Dungarpur by His Highness Maha Ravalji Shri
L’dajji. 1 ut this ofter wa . also refused bv Mr. Dolatram on equally high-minded con-

Tile reform1 initiated and carricif uut by Mr Dolatram in the Lunawada Stile
. I.ent th..’, the subjects of Lunawada, in public meeting assembled,

i _h. :r 1 nfidt ::uu and love.for him. Thu Commissioner. Mr. Reid, and the Political
/. r-i'.lcij. v.urv pre .nt on this ocea ion. In municiji.il matters his introduction of
; . duntary : ub. unpi ion • in the place of new taxations has been successful, equally

. 7 . nut : of the Municipality and the satisfaction of the people. ami a shrewd
■. I;’..-.: I Pollen h • < txprv>-•.•«.! a wish and a hope that the same system could be

. ! ::i ot’:.-r : : ... - with equal profit Mr. Dolatram is descended from a noble family.
1 . :i uf a worthy father, whose public spirit has been acknowledged and

I ..!! t; tiliu-l t»» by the lion. Lionel Ashburner. Mr. Dolatram belongs
u 1 ,u mmol Imlia,combining.with honesty of puri-o <• and nobility uf

: ,.. l-mind?d d. .diu fur the advancement of the people of bis native laud <1

Dolatrama Kirparama Pandya, Esquire, Dewan of Lunawada.

natur.il
municiji.il


Sirdar Khan Bahadur Dorabjee Pudumjee, President of the Poona Municipality.

Khan Bahadur Dorabjee Pudumjee is the head of a well-known Parsec family of great
repute at Poona. lie inherits, in a marked degree, the ability and industry of his grand­
father, who founded the family nt Poona over seventy-five yean, ago, and also that of his
father, the late Sirdar Khan Bahadur Pudumjee Pestonjee. The qualities so inherited,
having been developed by a sound English education, have made his name well known
throughout the length and breadth of the Indian Empire. He was born at Poona on the
twenty-fourth of December, 1836, and studied at the Poona College, where he was a favorite
pupil of Sir Edwin Arnold, K. C. I. E. He passed with credit the junior and senior exami­
nations, comprising studies equal to the present B. A., and M. A. tests. Mr. Dorabjee is
also an eminent linguist, being thoroughly conversant with English, Mahratlii, Guzarati,
Persian and Hindustani. Some of his leisure hours have also been devoted to the study of
French. The "careful and scholastic style" of his English papers was remarked, even at
college, and his present command of that language is admirable. His knowledge of
Mahratlii has frequently been a matter of admiration. He has also acquired proficiency in
mathematics and natural science. Mr. Dorabjee became proficient in photography at a time
when the art was in its infancy in India. He obtained a silver cup and an album from the
Amateur Photographic Society of London and two medals at Indian exhibitions for his
photographs. He owns a large and valuable collection of negatives which "exhibited
decided artistic ability" and would do credit to any master of the art. He is a capable
billiard player, having won a prize cue at a tournament in Bombay. He is widely known
as the one time "champion shot" of India, having won hisspun. in 1877 by gaining the
championship gold medal of the Western India Rifle Association, and as its honorary
secretary since 1881, he has succeeded in improving its position materially. He won the
Governor’s Cup in 1S79, and also the Viceroy’s Cup in 1882, when he made the hitherto
unequalled score of 147 out of a possible 150 at 8oo, 900 and 1000 yards, tints establishing
his reputation as the champion rifle shot of India, He has won nine cups and twelve
medals, including one from the National Rifle Association of the United Kingdom. The
invention and successful use by him of an anemometer bear witness to his thorough grasp
of the principles of rifle shooting. He has paid homage to the Muses mid has put his
knowledge of the science of music to practical use by constructing organ rollers, which
have been much admired by all who have seen or heard them. Mr. Dorabjee is well known
for his simplicity and suavity of manner and exemplary character. He started and is the
moving spirit in several industries in and about Poona. He was the first to introduce a
paper mill into Western India; he established a bank, an ice factory and a cotton mill. In
all these works he has brought to bear those characteristics which are the sure passports to
success. He has devoted all his energy to the improvement and advancement of his birth­
place. For eleven consecutive years from 1874 he was Municipal Commissioner, during
which time he exhibited remarkable independence and ability, saving the public from heavy
taxation on several occasions. Though appointed by Government he had the people’s
interests ever at heart. When, in 1884. the great and good Lord Ripon conferred ujx»n
India the boon of local municipal self-government, Mr. Dorabjec’s services for the public
cause were rewarded by his being elected Chairman of the Managing Committee. In 1886
he was elected President of the Poona Municipality by the Municipal Commissioners of the
city—who are mainly Hindoos—to the exclusion of other candidates of their own com­
munity; which speaks volumes in favor of his integrity and popularity. He bad the rare
distinction of being re-elected President and of holding that honorable position since that
date, during which time he has directed the steps of the infant municipality with tun­
ability and discretion and saved it from coming to grief through hasty or ill-considered
actions. On the departure of Lord Ripon, Mr. Dorabjee was the only Parsec from the
Mofussil who had the honor of presenting the departing ruler with an address. This he
did on behalf of all the municipalities of the Poona district. In 1S95, Mr. Dorabjee
obtained from Government the honor of a seat in the Legislative Council of the Bombay
Presidency. His selection was hailed by the press with a chorus of approbation, and a> a
member of that body he has shown energy and independence. Government rewarded his
long public services by creating him a first-class Sirdar of the Deccan in iKcy. ami by
conferring on him. in 1S95. the title of Khan Bahadur ns a personal distinction.
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The Late Dost Mahomed Allana, Esq., J. P.

As : swell known, the plague, which has raged in the city of Bombay since 1896, has
Claimed its victims from the palace of the great as well as from the hovels of the poor, and
uxnong the lev. who succumbed to the scourge in the upper classes was one of the most popular
members of lire Khoja Community—Mr. Dost Mahomed Allana. He was the youngest of
three brothers, all representative men of their class. They were, moreover, all partners in the
well-known firm of Khoja merchants, Messrs. Allana. Munji & Co. Messrs. Rehemoobhoy and
and Goolam Hussein were the other partners, and the firm were agents for the Indo-China Mill.
The decea ed, early in life, evinced a predilection for mercantile pursuits for which he soon
manifested a marked aptitude, and this trait continued to the last.

Mr. Dost Mahomed showed a keen interest in public movements, and was an active
worker when once be had taken anything in hand. His charities were always unostentatiously
dispensed. Ik was a Municipal Councillor, representing the rale-payers of “B” Ward, in
Bombay. As a member of the Plague Committee of Mandvi Ward, where plague has raged
from the fir.-t—in fact the birthplace of the plague in the city—he did his work unflinchingly
and cheerful h. As a member of the Mill-Owners’ Association, he took deep interest in every­
thing relating to the Mill Industry.

In 1198 tlie Government of Bombay were pleased to make Mr. Dost Mahomed a Justice
of the Prat -. A man uf warm and generous nature, affable and gentle, he was a universal
fat-write in r>• lAy. He alwaxs appealed to enjoy a robu-t constitution, so that his sudden
death look the public completely by suqirise. On Saturday, the twenty-fifth of March. 1S99.
he altendt.'! the opening ceremony of the new Masonic Hall, and then joined several brethren
of the Craft at a dinner in the Grand Hotel. The next morning he went to his mill at Scwree,
apparently in his usual health. On his return to his office at Khoja Moblla he was taken ill,
..:.d v.v-nt to his re-’.deuce at Warden Road, Breach Candy. Dis. Childe and Gama, who
..tier: led him, at once pronounced the case to be one of plague. He passed away on the night
of tile twenty-eighth uf March, at the age uf thirty-one only, leaving a widow and a young
family, cumpr; ing a son and three daughter*.

Mr. Rehcmoobhoy Allana, the present head of the family, and Mr. Goolaui Ilussciu
A’la:; , lo t in tl ir youngest brother their right-hand man. Mr. Rehemoobhy, who is a

th . I’, a . . wa. vcral scars ago a Municipal Councillor. He is a man of retiring
d y it:w:i, Lui, owing to failing health, he has for some years past led a more or less retired
1.:.. 1 •tjiir’.iix is not ■ u well-known publicly ns his virtues would suggest. Mr. Gooluiu

f r n -\«..irivpn <-nt*.<l the rate-paxersof “ B ” Ward in the Municipal Corj>ora-
21: 1. n.::. . r.’.iuy 1. a gentleman uf a philanthropic turn of mind, and takes a keen

• r. - - tn • v.c'.fare uf Loth his own community and the general public.
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Dwarkadas Vussonji, Esquire.
The subject of this sketch was one of those quiet, resolute and practical men to whom

Bombay owes so much of its wealth and commercial prosperity. Mr. Dwarkadas Vassonji
began life with an abundance of wealth and at the very threshold of his career found himself
in the position of an important employer of labor and placed over large numbers of his
fellow-men with power to nuke or mar the happiness, not only of himself, but of those over
whose fortunes he was called upon to watch. Mr. Dwarkadas, during a comparatively
short but well spent life, steadily maintained his position as one of the richest men in
Bombay and discharged the obligations of his station with a dignity that made his name
much respected in different parts of the Western Presidency and more especially in the capital.
As an illustration of the maxim noblesse oblige, Mr. Dwarkadas deserves a place in “Repre­
sentative Men of the Bombay Presidency.” Mr. Dwarkadas was bom in 1853, and was only
ten years of age when the position of head of the wealthy and enterprising native firm of
Messrs. Jivraj Baloo & Company, a rich and highly respected Bhatia house in Bombay, de­
volved upon him. The firm claims to be nearly a century old, and is one of tlic most sub­
stantial in Bombay During Mr. Dwarkadas’ minority the affairs of the firm were well and
wisely guided by his maternal uncle, the late Mr. Goculdas Tei/pal, with the advice of Sir
Jamsetjee Jeejecbhoy, Bart. Under such able management the firm prospered and when Mr.
Dwarkadas took the helm he found himself in possession of a business of large proportions
with great possibilities of development. Mr. Dwarkadas’ life was devoted to the consolida­
tion and extension of the firm’s business. The years of constant and unwearied attention
coupled with his natural and acquired business ability which he devoted to the firm’s affairs,
were of immense benefit to the business and made an enormous addition to Mr. Dwarkadas*
fortune. In 1S65, the firm of Jivraj Baloo & Co. safely passed through a critical time, for
the sudden close of the American war and the consequent fall of the cotton market resulted
in losses, in consequence of which many less fortunate native firms than Jivraj Baloo & Co.
succumbed. After the events of that year the firm turned their attention to the promotion of
the mill industry. In 1871, Mr. Dwarkadas started the Jivraj Baloo Mills, situated at Tardeo.
The marked success which attended this enterprise emboldened him, in 1S74, to erect another
mill which he named after Khatao Makanji, who was one of the most energetic partners of
the firm of Jivraj Baloo & Co. Thus, during Mr. Dwarkadas’ regime the mill business, com­
menced in 1865, received an extension which, at that time, was not contemplated even by the
most sanguine of the friends and constituents of the firm. While thus the commercial and
industrial interests lay nearest to Mr. Dwarkadas’heart, he had other interests as well,
which, if not so engrossing, were none the less real to him. He remained all his life a
quiet but unflinching, consistent and courageous social reformer. Mr. Dwarkadas was,
indeed, ven- far in advance of his community (the Bhatias) in his views on social questions.
He was one of the ven- few men in his community who set their faces against the inqui­
sitions ami corrupt practices of their priesthood (the \alla Ochan.i priests who claim to be
incantations of the God Vishnool. In female education among the Hindus Mr. Dwarkad.es
took a deep interest, to which he gave practical expression by establishing ami maintaining
the Jivraj Baloo Girls’ School al his own expense. Mr. Dwarkadas was a great lover of art
in all its forms and his immense wealth enabled him to freely satisfv his tastes tn this
direction. The imposing and palatial residence on the Napean Sea Face, which is known
to the residents of Bombay as the “Dariar Mehill,” or the Sea Palace, cost Mr. Dwarkadas
five lacs of rupees for its erection only. He adorned this beautiful mansion with the
choicest treasures of art ami curios and his tastes led him to form a museum of which
the unique collection of gems, including the famous Samy diamond, is the most ch »r h -
lerislic feature. This palatial building, with its varied treasures of natural and artificial
beauty, is now in possession of Mr. Dwarkadas’ second son. Mr. Naranji. who is doing
much to maintain bis father’s reputation for benevolent and Useful citizenship. Mr. Dwar­
kadas was a man of large heart ami very broad sympathies. The stream of his chantv
flowed copiously ami in manifold channels, ami when, on the fifteenth of November,
1SS0 he died, at the early age of forty-five, not only the mercantile community, but also
the wider circle of the public of Bombay mourned the loss of this nuldc hearted million art
who, for years, had been a power for good to those in whose midst he lived and worked.

Dwarkadas Vussonji. Ih-ir...

Dwarkad.es


Dustoor Eduljee Bymunjee.
Mr. Eduljee Bymunjee Dustoor was a scion of the highly-respected and influential Dustoor
iiy of Poot:x His uncle. Dustoor Nosherwaujeejamaspjec, the High Priest of Ute Parsecs

in the Deccan and Malwn, was accorded the title of Khan Bahadur, by the British Government,
for his I: ’inguLbed services during the Mutiny. He also enjoyed the rank of a first-class
Sirdar in the Deccan. Mr. Eduljee’s father, Dustoor Byramjee Jamaspjee, C. I. E., is a retired
officerof Berar, where he was an Assistant Commissioner, and where he was universally es-
teemed ;an able and popular Government Official. Mr. Eduljee was born in Poona on the
fourth cf Marell, 1 54. After a thorough sacerdotal training under his uncle, Dustoor Nosher-

. .. j.x and having qualified for the priestly profession, by having obtained the Navaraml
Maratab degree in Navsari, the headquarters of the Parsec priesthood in Guzerat, he commenced
his early s.-cular studio in the Akola High School, and subsequently finished his education in
the Proprietary School, Bombay. He joined the public.services in Berar. on the first of July, 1876,
as an attache to the Resident at Hyderabad 1 Deccan >, to which post he was appointed by the
Government of India on the recommendation of the thru Resident, Sir Richard Meade. Hav­
ing pm . a the*Lower and Higher Standard Departmental Examinations heentered government
service, as a third-class Assistant Commissioner in 1S86, and by degrees he rose to the highest
rank to which he could aspire. From 1SS9 to 1.875 he was an Assistant Cantonment Magistrate
at Secunderalud. He was the first Parsee to obtain this appointment, and in addition to the
important duties connected with this office, he discharged the functions of a District Judge and
Superintendent of Jails. He was appointed Deputy Commissioner on the fourteenth of Octo­
ber, J *05. and transferred to Berar as Joint Session Judge. After being appointed Deputy Com-
miidontr of the second class on the nineteenth of March, he took charge of the Akola District
os Deputy Commix inner on the first of May, 1.896, but a premature and sudden death put an
end to his successful career on the twenty-eighth of May, 1896. At the time of his death
arrangements had been completed fur the loan of his services to the Government of II. H. the
Nizam, under which government Mr. Eduljee would have occupied a very high and important
pu. Mr. Eduljee w as an able and energetic officer, thoroughly conscientious in the discharge of
hi- duti; - lie won gulden opinions, both from his official superiors and the general public,
by the efficient manner in which he performed his duties and by the amiability of his disposi­
tion. His judicial experience was considerable, and his judgments were always regarded as
: ;;;:d .1:1 1 carefully thought out. In social intcrcour.se he was so affable and unassuming that he
had cc mired a wide popularity with all with whom he came in contact, and it was owing to this
popularity from the time he entered the Berar Commission till his death, that he was a member
of tile E ar.>p.an Clubs al Akola ami Ainraoti and the Parsee Club and Buzum-e-Behram of
H*. -1 ■•?..’ 1 ami I’u Jia. On his transfer from the post of Assistant Cantonment Magistrate al
SeCu:rk*r.>L.’.d !.c received quite an ovation from the public. A large evening party was held
at the J-’.i.:: B_ ;h in hi- honor, in which Hindus, Mohammedans. Europeans, and Parsecs all
car 1: ; dned. and several dinners and entertainments were given to him by his numerous
friend . nd .. imirer-. The Secunderabad and Hyderabad railway stations were crowded on his
departure. ami he was liberally loaded with garlands and bouquets of flowers. The marks of
7. •.non this occu-ion were surpassed by those exhibited when the mournful news of his

am.. i. There was a wide spread feeling of sorrow and regret wherever the de-
w.i. ki.'s-.-.u. ami telegrams and letters of condolence came pouring in upon his aged father,

•. ...ii ..high opinion of the good qualities of head ami heart jxvsscssed by Mr. Eduljee.
Among j who offi-rvd thur -ympathy to the bereaved family were the Resident at Ilydera-

Prime Mini ter toll II. the Nizam, Nawab Sir Aswan Jah Bahadur, Sir Jamseljee
y, Sir Dmshaw Petit, Bart., ami other dignitaries ami high officials of State.

which took place at Akola, was attended by upward of five thousand people,
<... .. ..' ..mi uf all castes ami creed--. All public offices and the shops in that town

• c’. ifur the day, and the Cantonment’s Magistrate’s Court al Secunderabad was closed
w!..a of the ml event was received there. The friends and admirers uf the de-

. ; :■ . .’._d ami Hyderabad held a meeting to perpetuate his memory, and a large
.  : - -y f. ...de b.. n subscribed fur the purpose. Mr. Eduljee leaves behind him a

: - :1. ■: w’.: > a daughter of the late Dustoor Rutlonjee Jamaspjee, a distinguished
1 - rvedin Berar ami under II. H. the Nizam’s government. He also leaves

■ < . I ■' .Lighter -, the eldest son being only about fourteen years of age.
(«6j

Dustoor Eduljee Bymunjee.

intcrcour.se


Edulji Pallonji Lalcaca, Esq.

DLLJI PALLONJI LALCACA was bom in Bombay in
1840. He lost his mother when he was very young, and,
as his father was then trading in China, young Edulji
was sent to live with his uncle al Surat. As a youngster
Mr. Edulji was exceedingly wayward, and consequently
neglectful of his studies, but, having been sent to school
at Ahmedabad later on, he made some advance in that
direction, and acquired a fair knowledge of the Vernacular
and English languages. In 1856 he returned to Bombay
and entered the Elphinstone High School. Two years later
he left that academy and entered the service of the B. B.
& C. I. Railway Company, and was sent to Itola on a salary
of forty rupees a month. In 1S59, however, he obtained a
situation as librarian in the Fort Improvement Library,
Bombay (now known as the J. N. Petit Institute) where he
stayed for three years, when he left for Hongkong as an

of N. Mody & Co. Upon the conclusion of a thrve-and-
finu he went to Shanghai and joined his cousin, Mr. C. 1).

Lalcaca, a broker doing business there. Here he stayed for many years, making periodical
visits to Bombay, having in the meantime been able to lay by a comfortable competence.
Some fortunate investments later on in landed property in Shanghai formed the nucleus for his
present fortune, and enabled him to make several extended tours between China, Japan. India,
Ceylon, etc.

Altogether twenty-five years of his business life were spent in China, ami the way in
which he had settled down to business was a matter of no little astonishment to many who h id

assistant in the well-known firm
a-half years’ agreement with that

known him in his young nomadic days.
Mr. Lalcaca is simple in his habits, temperate in all things and very unassuming. He

is a High Mason and a Past Master of his mother lodge, “ Royal Sussex," E.C., at Shanghai,
the members of which, on his laying down his robes of office, presented him with au address
and a gold medal as a mark of their appreciation of and respect for his many good qualities.
On his retirement from Shanghai, in 1897, Mr. Lalcaca received an address from the Indian
merchants there also, testifying to their esteem for his personality and business characteristics.

Mr. Lalcaca has had one child only, a daughter, but in 1880 he adopted as his son a boy
nine years of age named Siavucs, who accompanied him in many of his periodical tours in
the East. Mrs. Lalcaca, by the way, was the first Parace lady of Bombay to visit Shanghai.
She went there with her husband in 18S0. and remained there until his retirement in 1S97.

U27*
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Rao Bahadur Hllap.i Balaram, J. P.

Rao Bahadur Ellapa Ikuaram is a well-known citizen of Bombay and a leading member
' the Tt-’e^u Community. As a building contractor he erected the m w SecnLiri.it, the new

High I art, the I’niversity Clock Tower, the Bhandarwada Water Works and the Colaba Point
North .-.rd >.>ulh Batteries, besides several spinning ami weaving mills, stations, roads, etc.
For th.* construction of these he received testimonials from the various Royal Engineers and
the Ch ;I and Railway Engineers in charge As Honorary Architect to the Society for the
Previmttun <»f Cru-.lty to Animals he has rendered valuable services to that institution during
ths last fourteen years. In this connection he erected several additional buildings in the
c and of Bai S .karbai Dinshaw Petit’s Hospital for Animals, and he has, on several occa-
Jtoa •, received the thanks of l«»th the President of the Society and the Local Government.

On the ucc. -ion of the receptions accorded to their Royal Highnesses, the late Prince
Albert Victor and the Duke and Duchess of Cannaught, the honorary secretaries to the Recep­
tion Committees expressed their satisfaction with the tact anti ability with which Mr. Ellapa
hail carried out the work entrusted to him. He also received the thanks of His Excellency the
Governor-General of India in 1SS4 for the same services.

With usual kindness and generosity Mr. Ellapa erected a public fountain and a water
trough at a cost of Rs. 5.000, at Wari Bunder, and these he named after his worthy father.

Rao Bahadur Ellapa Balaram is a representative of the rate-payers of “E” Ward in the
homlMy Municipal Corporation, to which office he has been thrice elected by the rate-payers
and once nominated by Government.

He has specially interested himself in the education of the backward classes, by estab­
lishing : suplifting a private night school for workmen and children at Knmalhipura. He was
Pre.idtnt of tins Institution fur more than ten years. He was one of the prime movers in the
cause of female cducation in his own community, and he assisted in establishing ami support­
ing a girl*.’ which is now under Government control. In 1S75 a library called “The
Telvgu I.d r..ry ’ was established, ami to tins he contributed a handsome sum, also providing
it wit;, tun*; apers, books and furniture. The Dyanwardak Sablin was started by him in 1875
: r th;- p:> r.iun of useful knowledge among his community. Lectures are delivered at this
Sa1.;, i - educational and moral subjects in the Mahrathi language.

I th.-la t three years of plague, Ra<> Bahadur Ellapa Balaram has taken an active
it; .lk % t iling the sufferings of the people of all the Hindu Communities. He has visited

the • f th..- • ick. removing them to the ho-pit.d, and has attended to the segregation and
7*.- • ! tliv ■'contacts.” He was the first to establish the extensive health camp, on

. ■ Load, known ... the “ Balaram Camp." which is capable of accommodating front
• hut; bvl p.-opb-. lie has also maintained the “ TclcgU Plague Hospital" for

• • t . > l or the. ami other services he was thanked by the Government, and the
tie <:• Ra » iL.had-.-r w..- .d- » conferred «>n him.

Th. lh : u: liondnv have not been backward in appreciating the noble and philan­
thropic tv; rendered by R.. > Bahadur Ellupa Balaram in connection with the Famine and
'. l*n.* i’.mry Al a large meeting hibi.it th-* Mu/if.tr-a-Bad Baugh, and presided
1 '-er ■ II- ;. Mr. J.;-:.■ Govin 1 Mah.-.dev Ranadv, he w.-.s publicly congratulated upon
h..*.tin recipient of special honois by Government.
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Tin: Lath Fkamjhh Dinshaw Petit. Esq.
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Tlie Late Framjee Dinshaw Petit, Esq.

On Augu.‘ t S. 1^95, Framjee Dinshaw Petit, the eldest son of Sir Dinshaw Manockjee

Puli’, .:.L, t .. ud away at Malabar Hill. Bombay. During his illness public prayers were

offered in the fire-temples of Bombay, Gujerat and the Deccan, and had he been spared, it

is : -fe to say that Sir Dinshaw would have given away lacs of rupees in charily, but Provi­

dence rukd otherwise. The blow was a heavy one to the bereaved wife and family and to

Sir Dinshaw. Mr. Framjee had endeared himself to all who knew him, so much so that five

hundred of the leading members of the Parsee community paid a visit of condolence to Sir

Din:-haw, and twenty thousand mill hands lined the Nepean Sea road as the funeral passed.

He was heir to the colossal fortune of the Petits, as well as the baronetcy, but he would have

been popular had he been a poor man and heir to no title. He was modest to a fault. He

expressed himself in few v.ords, and his benevolence was well known, though besought to

do good in secret, and never allowed his private charities to be talked about where he could

prevent it. No needy man, to whatever caste or creed he belonged, ever applied to him for

aid in vain. Though he had not received the benefits of higher education, he appreciated

its advantages and never failed to encourage and extend n helping hand to those who worked

for its advancement. He was an anient advocate of female education and devoted a great

deal of his time to it, although he had to transact the extensive business of his father’s firm.

He w...: a bard worker. and with the exception of two long holidays enjoyed by him on tour

to Europe and America, he was always to be found at his desk. He was conscientious in

the discharge of his duties, and literally died in harness, for he regularly attended his office

nniil be well nigh incapacitated by an attack of fever. When Sir Dinshaw retired from

active life, alxmt four years ago, he left the management and the agency of his .six mills,

and immen c landed and other properties, to the care of Mr. Framjee and his younger

brother, ?<r. Ikrmmjee, and Mr. Framjee had, besides, to look after the two or three mills

1 extensive properties of his late uncle and father-in-law, Mr. Nusscnvanjee Man-

.;L Mr. Framjee had a thorough practical knowledge of the working of the

spinning and weaving mill:., which he, by his almost daily attendance at the mills, had

.. ei. i, 1 whicli he e msiderably enhanced by his visits to Europe, America, China and

’ w personally inspected the several manufactories and marked the difference

. . .■ orking of the mills in Bombay, and in other parts of the world. Mr. Framjee

. a .r.tfii of his experience in two Gujerat i works in which he described his visits 

to different countries and in which he has ably and most clearly dealt with the question of

the future of the mill industry in India, and its relation to similar industries in other parts

of the world. The two works, which were published for private circulation, and of which

some thousands of copies were distributed among his friends and acquaintances, clearly

indicated that, while Mr. Framjee was enjoying his well-earned holiday in Europe and other

parts of the world, he was not unmindful of the large interests entrusted to his care, and

that he devoted a great deal of time to seeing and studying the latest improvements, which

he introduced on his return, thereby benefiting his own firm and the shareholders of the

mills. The two books, which are masterly productions of their kind, will forever remain a

monument of Mr. Framjee's ability and zeal for the improvement and furtherance of an

industry which has so largely benefited India in general and Bombay in particular. As a

practical man of business Mr. Framjee’s services ns a member of the Port Trust and a

director of the Bank of Bombay have been much appreciated. He lent the aid of his name

and influence to the Parsee Death Benefit Association by accepting the post of chairman of

that body, and took a keen interest in the business of the association, which is now placed

on a satisfactory footing. As chairman of the Parsee Girls’ Schools Association and as a

member of the committee of the Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Parsee Benevolent Institution and

the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, he rendered valuable assistance to the cause of

education, and among his various engagements he did not omit the meetings of those bodies.

Religious institutions also claimed his services, which he freely gave, and there is no public

institution in Bombay which has not received the benefit of his advice and benevolence.

Mr. Framjee look a keen interest in Freemasonry. He held a high office in the Grand Lodge

of all Scottish Freemasonry in India, and the Provincial Grand Lodge. He occupied the

chair of Lodge “Rising Star of Western India,” the first native lodge in India, and Lodge

“Eastern Star.” When Lodge “Rising Star” celebrated its jubilee about three years ago,

Mr. Framjee was Master, and he spared neither money nor trouble to make the occasion a

great success. He, on different occasions, gave large sums of money to the various lodges,

and enriched their charity funds. Mr. Framjee built houses for the occupation of poor

families of his community, and it was only a few months before his regretted death that His

Excellency Lord Sandhurst laid the foundation-stone of another such building near Grant

Road, Bombay. In all, his charities toward the establishment of libraries, schools and other

works of utility amount to upward of two lacs of rupees (Rs. 2,00,000).

(130)



Framroze Rustomjee Joshi, Esq., J. P.

Mr. Framroze, Superintendent of the Government Central Press, Bombay, was bom on
the twenty-sixth of August, 1851. He matriculated from the Elphinstone Institution at the
age of sixteen. His father, who was a Superintendent in the Revenue, Financial and General
Departments of the Secretariat, intended to send him to England to compete for the Indian
Civil Service, but an attack of paralysis having compelled his father to retire on a pension in
1S67, the idea had to be abandoned, for Framroze was then obliged to seek employment. He
entered the departments in which his father had served for nearly thirty years, and gradually
rose until he became, in 1862, a Superintendent in the General Department on a salary of Rs.
400 per mensem. During his many years in the Secretariat he gained the good opinion of all
the chief and under secretaries under whom he served. These included the late Mr. F. S.
Chapman, the Hon. Messrs. E. W. Ravenscroft, H. E. M. James, T. D. Mackenzie, G. W.
Vadal and, last but not least, the present senior Member of Council, the Hon. Mr. John Nugent.
In his capacity of Superintendent of the General Department, Mr Framroze was brought into
daily touch with the work of the Government Central Press, and he thus acquired a considera­
ble knowledge of printing, and he was, therefore, appointed by the Government of Lord Raey,
in March, 1SS7, to act as superintendent of the press on the departure of the permanent
incumbent, Mr. James Kingsmill, on furlough. Whilst he was acting superintendent, the
Central Press passed through an ordeal unknown before. A Finance Commission having been
appointed by the Government of India, with the object of curtailing expenditure in nil depart­
ments of the State, Mr. Framroze had to look minutely into the working of all the branches
of the press, and he was thus able to offer certain suggestions in the direction of economy,
which were accepted by Government. A question was, however, soon afterwards raised by the
Lord Bishop of Bombay, on behalf of a private printing press known for maintaining orphan
children of European and Eurasians in Bombay, as to whether the execution of the Govern­
ment printing work might not lie advantageously entrusted by contract to private printing
establishments. This led to the appointment by the Government of a committee, consisting of
Mr. (now Sir) Frank Forbes Adam, Mr. J. W. Orr and Mr. Framroze, to report on the whole
question of the expediency of maintaining the Central Press. The two European members of
the committee were in favor of its abolition, but Mr. Framroze, in a minute of dissent, made
out such a strong case in favor of its retention that the Government could see no other way
but to follow his advice. This gave to the Press a new lease of life. On Mr. KingmilPs
return from furlough, in October. 18SS, Mr. Framroze reverted to his appointment in the Secre­
tariat, but His Excellency Lord Raey was so much pleased with his work that he caused a
letter to be addressed to him through his Private Secretary expressing his great satisfaction al
the manner in which he had performed his duties as Superintendent for over eighteen months.

On his reversion to the Secretariat Mr. Framroze was promoted to be Senior Superintend­
ent, ami was also appointed to act as Assistant Secretary to Government in the Revenue.
Financial and General Departments for some time. On the retirement of Mr. Kingsmill. in
May, 1891, the government of His Excellency Lord Harris appointed Mr. Framroze permanent
superintendent of the Central Press. He has continued to hold the post since then until the
present lime, his pay being now 800 rupees per month with free quarters.

Mr. Framroze takes a lively interest in all matters connected with his own community,
and also those affecting the service to which he belongs. He was instrumental in starting the
Parsec Death Benefit Fund, which has about 6,000 members, and of the Managing ami Work­
ing Committees of which he has been successively elected a member.

He has also been a member of the Managing Committee of the Bombay Uncovcnanted
Service Family Pension Fund since |SS8, Wing now its chairman, and he has been a member
of the Managing Committe of the Mutual Life Assurance Society, Limited, since 1S93.

Mr. Framroze was made a Justice of the Peace by the Government of Bombay in 1S93,
and he was appointed a Delegate of the Parsec Matrimonial Court in 1898. He i, a distin­
guished Freemason, having been Master of Lodge “Cyrus” in 1894-95 «ud President of the
Board of General Purposes in 1895-96.

Fr.xmw Rotomji Jc in. ’’ .J V



appointment

Court.

ON. MR. GOKALDAS KAHANDAS PAREKH was bom al Umreth,
in the district of Kaira, on the twenty-fourth of January, 1S47. He
moved to Bombay, however, at an early age, and received his
education at the Goculdas Tejpal Mandvi Seminary, the Ganes-
hawdi Anglo-Vernacular School ami the Elphinstone Central School
and College. He passed his B. A. examination in 1866, and took
his LL. B. degree in JS70. In 1S67 he became Mathematical
Teacher ami Second Assistant Master in the Surat High School,
where he served for a year. He was then appointed Deputy
Inspector, Bombay Gujarati Schools, which office beheld till 1S70.
In January, 1871, he was appointed Head Master of the Alfred
High School Mandvi and Educational Inspector of Schools in the

owever, was short, for in June of that
and again became Deputy Inspector

he commenced to practice as
In >878 he went to Zanzibar 

The Hun. Mr. Gokaldas Kahandas Parekh, J. P.

• • c .i.dact a c\i<- for V.ighjt e Korjev. a rich Bhatia merchant in the British Consular Court 
at Z-mzilxar. In JS79 he him engaged in the Surat Riot case, ami in 1880 he was engaged
in ■. fcr ;i::g Prince Chan ira-ingbji of Chhota Oodey]>orc. He took .in active part in founding

A .glo-Vt rn.itular S.'r.oul at 1’mn.-tb. He became .1 Fellow of the University of Bombay
111 v.as made a Justice of the Peace b\ Government. He was engaged in the 
\. a . :ii : . . c ■ the Sagbara ami Rajpipla Bouml iry disputes and several other important
.. Ib. < a lucrative practice in the Bombay High Cou.t as well as in the Mofussil

art I : : .7 w.. elected to a tr.it on the lagisl itiw Council by the Municipalities
ft'-.. Di\i ;u:i • f tbi Il <mba\ Pre-adem y, comprising the districts of Ahmedabad,

'i : Pai.ch M b ' , Broach, Surat ami Thana, ami :n 1 *-09 the same constituency conferred
bin: the honor for the iicoml tinn-
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The Hon. Mu. Gokaldas Kahandas Parekh, J. P.



Seth Goverdhandas Goculdas Teizpal, J. P.

The subject of our sketch is a scion of a great Bhattia family, who by their industry
and shrewdness in business built up a large fortune. The family originally came from Cutch
and has since been engaged in trade and manufacturing. Mr. Goverdhandas was bom on the
eleventh day of Chaitra Vadi of Samvat, 1923, the day being considered holy by the Hindoos.
His natural father, belli Dwarkadas Vasonjee, for he is the adopted son of the late Seth
Goculdas Teizpal, whose name he now bears, was noted for his business abilities and gener­
osity. He was a leading Sethia of his caste. The late Seth Goculdas Teizpal. J. I’., having
had no male child born to him, had. by his will, directed that the young son of Mr. Dwark­
adas Vasonjee should be adopted by his widow. The late Seth Goculdas Teizpal, by his own
exertions, amassed a fortune in trade and in the cotton business. He was very large-hearted
and of a kind and humane disposition. He was also a reformer ami advocate of female
education. He was one of the first to appreciate the advantages of Western education, and,
with these views, he established two Anglo-Vernacular schools for the diffusion of primary
education amongst his countrymen. The breadth of his views is best illustrated by the
various charities endowed by him, which include hospitals, schools, temples, dharamsallas,
tanks and wells. But the best known of these are the Seth Goculdas Teizpal Hospital and
a boarding-school, where poor students are enabled to acquire, free of charge, the benefits of
higher education, the Sanskrit Pathshalla and the Goculdas Teizpal High School in Bombay.
The funds of the various charities amount to nearly twenty lacs of rupees, ami Mr. Goverd­
handas has worthily upheld the illustrious name of his adopted father. After the death of
Seth Goculdas Teizpal, on the eighth day of KartikVadi of Samvat, 1924, his widow, Shama-
vahoo, who is also known for her unassuming piety and benefactions, adopted Mr. Govvrdhan-
das according to her husband’s directions. Though orthodox herself, she has brought up her
son as a reformer; a lover of education and a staunch supporter of the true Hindoo religion.
His thread ceremony was performed on the thirteenth day of May, 1878, and he was married
on the twenty-sixth of June, 1883. Mr. Goverdhandas is a prominent member of native
society in Bombay, and a Justice of the Peace. He is well known for his liberal support to
local institutions, educational as well ns social. He was, for four years, a member of the
Bombay Municipal Corporation, being chosen by the rate-payers of the Mandvi and Port
Wards. He distinguished himself while a member of the Corporation by his firm and
unwavering support of the rale-payers’ interest. His public spirit was shown by his suc­
cessful opposition, at his own expense, to the illegal levy of the Halal-Khore Tax. His
charitable disposition has been evinced in the foundation of various works of charity. He
built a well costing 30,000 rupees at Jasalmcre in Marwad, where the scarcity 6f water is
particularly felt; a dharamsalla am! a tank at Muttra, and a dharamsalla at Allahabad, at
the aggregate cost of 1,75,000 rupees. The Goculdas Teizpal High School in Bombay, estab­
lished in the name of his worthy father, was brought into existence mainly through his
influence. His most important acts of charity are, however, done in private. These, and
other beneficent efforts for the amelioration of the condition of his countrymen, stamp him
as a public spirited and philanthropic gentleman, whose future career will be followed with
interest by his fellow-citizens throughout Western India.

Sr nt Goverdhanpas Gocvlihs Teizpal |. I’



Rao Bahadur Gunesh Govind Gokhale.

The ancestors of Rao Bahadur Gunesh Govind Gokhale were natives of Someshwar in
the Ratnagiri district His great-grandfather went to Poona during the reign of Peshwa
Ma.ib.xvrao I., and subsequently settled at Garada, a village near Poona. Mr. Gunesh is
fifty-six years old, having been born at Garada in 1842. He began his English education in
1830, and upon completing his scholastic life, he went to Kathiawad in 1863 as a Boundary
Surveyor under the Political Agency. After filling various positions he was made assistant
to the Agency Engineer in 1867, and, on Government taking charge of the administration of
Gondal State, after the death, in 1S70, of the late Thakore Saheb, Mr. Gunesh was appointed
State Engineer. While in the Gondal service Mr. Gunesh found ample opportunities to display
his talents. He designed and constructed several important engineering works, and established
his reputation as a successful civil engineer. Scarcely a year passed in which the Administrators
of the State, and the Political Agents did not make high mention of Mr. Gunesh and his work in
their annual administration reports to Government. One year in particular the Political Agent
condemned the management of all other departments of the State excepting only that of the
Public Works Department managed by Mr. Gunesh. The Political Agent wrote to Govern­
ment as follows:

4• It is with great pleasure that I have from this unsatisfactory state of things to notice
the progress made in the Public Works Department of the State. The substantial work
detailed in paragraphs 26 and 27 of the Assistant's report were carried out rapidly and econom­
ically, and reflect great credit on the skill, industry and honesty of the State Engineer. Mr.
Gunesh Govind, v.ho has always deservedly possessed the confidence of all parties. The State
is fortunate in possessing the services of a native officer of such high personal character, as it
is dm? to him, mainly, that the ample resources of the Slate have been so efficiently invested
in extensive works of public utility."

In some of the Government resolutions on the Political Agent’s reports, Mr Gunesh and
his work have been very favorably noticed by Government. Mr. Guuesh's works were inspected
by five mceesjive governors of Bombay, and on each occasion highly commended ; and in the
spei-chc:. delivered during their Excellencies visits to the State, they made conspicuous men­
tion of Mr. Gunesh and his work. Sir Richard Temple, whilst Governor of Bombay, went
specially to inspect “ Peile Bridge" over the Bhader near Dborajee, which is the most important
of Mr. Gunesh’s works, and which cost over two and a quarter lakhs of rupees. After minute
m:a:i His Excellency expressed himself agreeably surprised to find that such important
work Lal been carried out so ably by a native. His Excellency said, 441 never saw such
::npcrtant work carried out so successfully by a native engineer without assistance or advice
from Europeans.**

During the time in which Mr. Gunesh was in the Gondal State service, he received
■. ..r? . offers from different States, amongst others from Rew a, Palanpur Agency, Bliawnagar,
K-ffi: . _ I Agent* Engineer •, Juuagadb, Bhuj Kbolapur, Baroda am! Indore, but in almost

cry lance the Admini-trators of Gondal and the Political Agents in Kathiawad would not
h::n to cept the offers and leave Gondal, as it was well known it would lx? impossible

• rei.l.'.c'. ::u. The. c offers of employment show that Mr. Guuesh’s reputation as a successful
■' ell known outride of Kathiawad. Mr. Gunesh was president of the Gondal

' ’ 1 •>. for thirteen years, :;tid. as such, made himself very popular with all classes. At
■-ic:i an infirmary was started in Gondal by His Highness the Thakore Saheb, and

- -" during his ijvurn there, took great intere t in its management. He is interested
■ . r..’: j ;:::d is responsible for an excellent botanical garden in Gondal.

(«.W

Rao Bahadur Gunesh Govind Gokhale.



He also started an experimental farm and an agricultural class at Gondal, which were conducted
under his supervision. Mr. Gunesh is the author of several books on gardening and agricul­
ture. These books are in the Gujarati and Marathi languages, and are considered standard
works. The following extract from a letter from the late Col. H. L. Nutt, of the Political
Department, to the late Hon. Mr. J. U. Yajnik will show Mr. Gunesh’s value as an agri-horti-
culturist: “I have had the pleasure of Rao Bahadur Gunesh Govind Goklinle's acquaintance
for many years, and have ever found him a true friend of agriculture. When I was at Gondal,
in 1SS4-85, he rendered me the greatest assistance in getting up and carrying out an agricul­
tural show which was a great success. He was then the State Engineer, but so fond was he of
botanical pursuits and so keen an interest did he take in all matters pertaining to the welfare
of the roots and the cultivation of the soil that he accepted the responsible charge of the
public gardens of the State including the beautiful Kylas Bag at Gondal itself. Isay beautiful,
but I should add that it was he who made it so, as before he took charge it was an ordinary
Durban garden with nothing special to notice in it. His genius and energy turned it into fairy
land and it speedily became famous as a regular botanical garden, in which was to be found
endless varieties of rare and interesting flowers and shrubs, many of which bad never been
seen in Kathiawad before. His enthusiasm was ever increasing and he succeeded in inspiring
others with a portion of it. He started an experimental farm ami an agricultural class for
students, and much good resulted from the practical teaching obtained by those who visited
the farm and attended the lectures. I was much struck with the thorough manner in which
the Rao Bahadur went about his work. Indoors and out of doors he did not spare himself. He
got all the books he could find on the subject and he read them carefully. Then he undertook
his experiments in the field and did not rest until he had discovered whether the thing could
be done or not. It was a sad day for Gondal *s agricultural interests when he left, as such men
are rare and cannot often be replaced. Would there were more such men in India !”

The Government of India has marked itssenseof appreciation of Mr. Gunesh’s services
to Gondal during the time the Stale was under British administration by conferring on him
the title of Rao Bahadur, as a personal distinction and Sanad of the Rao Bahadurship was
presented by Sir James Fergusson, Bart., the then Governor of Bombay, in a Durbar, together
with a rich dress of honor during His Excellency's visit to Gondal in 1S84. Owing to failing
health Rao Bahadur Gunesh retired from the Gondal service in June, 1890, and in appreciation
of the excellent services rendered by him to the State, His Highness the Thakore Salieb, as a
special case, bestowed on him a befitting pension. Before leaving Gondal, the Gondal people
gave him a series of entertainments and presented congratulatory addresses. After resigning
the Gondal service the Rao Bahadur settled in Poona. Shortly after his arrival in Poona he
was nominated a Municipal Commissioner for the city of Poona, and he took great interest in
municipal matters. He was also appointed an Honorary Magistrate, and has been thanked by
the Government on several occasions for the satisfactory work he has done as a magistrate. He
was lately appointed a member of the District Local Board of Poona. He owns lands near
Poona and spends his leisure hours in improving the same. Thus he passed his time most
happily, making himself useful to the public and Government alike.

Rao Bahadur Gunesh was not trained in any engineering school or college. After
receiving only a scanty English education he went to Kathiawad as an unskilled officer and
returned bearing the love and gratitude of the people amongst whom he worked for twenty­
seven years, and al the same time having won the regard and esteem of the Paramount Power.
Il may truly be said that the Bombay Presidency has produced but few men of more sterling
worth than Rao Bahadur Gunesh Goviud Gokhale.

Khan Bahadur Hakim Mahomed Dayan;, J. P.

Khan Bahadur Dayam is the sou of Mr. Hakim Abdoola bhah, erzee a \ ....... 2

(hakim) in Bombay, with an extensive practice, by virtue of which i:is 1 ;

weight amongst the Mahomedans. He was also highly r< -...l. i f. t’ .• 1 . .

scholarships that he secured, besides being regarded as an exceedingly p z.

Mr. Dayam received his early education in Oriental language • f:am ’..1 . .1 .. .

from Mr. Hakim Baker, the renowned hakim of Bombay. The Mould-, H /.• ' . .

Mahomedans recognized his scholastic attainments as well as his knowledge cl _ I.'l... . . 2

at a public meeting gave him a certificate of proficiency.

Mr. Dyam’s charitable nature made him exctohngly popular . the :

It was due to the respect in which he was held by his community tint l:c w. . ' r

valuable services to the British Government at the time of the Hindu-Mah riot ;.. 1 •.

bay in 1893. He provided lodgings for the homeless, and dLlnbukx zee, hr. d

eatables amongst the pour, and thishedid irrvspecive of caste ur creed. He;___k I J.. .

ties by soothing the irritation between the two communities and the Ik;..’.’.; C.
showed that they appreciated his services by making him a Justice of the Ik

ami Island of Bomliay.

When the plague broke out Mr. Dayam promptly volunteered his service :.. r ;

His Excellency’s call, and lie was appointed a special plague authority in I" J.’

a member of the Grievance Committee, and he erected huts at lr.3 own exp .r. lur­

ing from the plague. He rendered excellent s vrvices to Gcnvr.d tint.;.: -’.'J • '

the heads of the Plague Administration, and his name was mu *. f. . . : b

those who had rendered valuable islanve. In cu-uid^rati z: <_•; t...

was made Chairman of the 1'zi.t mid Secund Nagp-ids Pl.-.gue Xeluzit. : Ct

divisions the di.4rict officers had to reward tlie informants fi.r icp j

ward lie bore all the c-xpcii-es him . If.
The Khan Bahadur Dayam nppuil- poor M.ilzi'zz-.ul ;zi itudutt .and

and clothing among-I pour wu’.ov.. and indigent 1 zu’ih... I lie c . •’

bearing the expin of burying the poor of hi. c« mmunity.

In recognition of the many appreciable i.ivi,... llir-t he t..k Id .

epidemic, Government conferred on him the til'..’ id kb u I th •.

personally prcM-nlvd to him by Ilia Excellency Lord I-.-:;.i’.z-t.'. izi < ; :x 1



Khan Bahadvr Hakim Mahomed Dayam, J. P.

Air. Haridas Viharidas Desai, Eldest Son of Rao Bahadur Desai ViharidAs
Ajubhai of NariAd.

The family claims descent from the Kshatriya dynasty which reigned over the Pun jib
in the time of Alexander the Great. It subsequently migrated to Mathura, Jeypore, Ujjain
(where one of its members is said to have been appointed Diwdn) Addlaj, Somndth Pattan,
Singsur, Anhilvdra Pattan, Mehmaddbdd, and finally Naridd, where they arrived in a. d.
1429. Ndrandds, the tenth in ascent from Mr. Haridds, was summoned to the Court of the
Mogul Emperor Aurangzeb, and received from him the title of Desai, with a rich Sirpao
(head-dress of honor), and a Pdlkhi. Vdghjibhdi, fourth in descent from Ndrandds, rendered
valuable services both to the Pcshwd and to the Gdekwar; he also played an important part in

Haridas Viharidas Desai, Esq.

the reconciliation effected between these powers after the battle of Adas in 1775. For this he
received in indm (or feudal grant) the village of Bilodrd, which the family enjoyed up to
1816. and a Pdlkhi. Prabhudds, the grandson of Vdghjibhdi, largely assisted Colonel Walker,
the first British resident in Gujarat, in drawing up the treaties made by the British
Government with the Mehwdsi Thdkurs—the robber chieftains of the Mdhikdnthd and
Rewdkdnthd districts. In 1806 he received the grant of a Pdlkhi in indm from the British
Government DesAi Prabhudds' grandson was Desai Vihdridds Ajubhai, who rendered
important services to the British Government at the time of the Indian Mutiny of. 1857. He
was subsequently nominated a mvmlx-r of the commission appointed by Government to settle



*
the famous Kothiakhdd boundary dispute, over which much blood had been spilt. He was
member of the V atan (Hereditary Office) Commission and an Honorary Second Class Magis­
trate. In 1877 he was invited by Government to the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, where he
received the title of Rdo Bahddur. He left five sons (1) Mr. Haridds, (2) Mr. Mangaldds,
(3) Sarddr Rdo Bahadur BehcchardAs, (4) Mr. Purushottamdds, and (5) Mr. Gopaldas.
Of these, the eldest, Mr, Haridds, was bom on July 29, 1840, and was educated at AhmedAbdd
and Naridd. In 1864 he was appointed member of the Local Fund Committee of Mehmcddbdd.
In 1S65-66 he undertook a journey to Mndrds and Tricbiuopoly, in order to study the
tobacco industry there, and apply the knowledge so gained in manufacturing for the Indian
and European markets the well-known “Charotar” tobacco of GujarAt. In 1867 he was
appointed Municipal Commissioner at Naridd, and in 1870 Nydyadhish at Bhdvnagar, in
Kdthidwdr, during the joint administration of that State by Mr. E. II. Percival, C. S., and
the well-known statesman, Mr. Gaurishankar Ojhd. In this, his first really important post,
he gave entire satisfaction by his great ability, his high integrity, and his high sense of justice.
In 1876 he was entrusted by Government with the administration of the Wadhwdn State
during the minority of the late Thdkur Sdheb DAji Rdj, Mr. (now Sir) J. B. Peile being then
political agent in KdthiAwAd. In 1881, when the Thdkur Sdheb himself assumed the reins
of Government, Mr. Haridds was appointed by Government administrator of the Wdnkaner
State. In 1SS2 he was appointed Diwdn of the Idar State (Mdhikdnthd), and in September
1883, His Highness, the Nawdb Sdheb, of Jundgadh, selected him as his Diwdn. His
administration of more than a decade in Jundgadh was marked by the most important reforms
in every department of the State. One of the greatest works he carried out was the
construction of a railway joining the capital town, Jundgadh, with Vcrdwal, the principal
port, and connecting both with the great railway system of India. From the praise bestowed
on him by successive political agents of KAthidwAd in their annual reports it is evident that
they fully appreciated the ability and integrity with which he discharged his responsible
duties. He was held in the highest esteem by his own master, the Nawdb Sdheb, and the
respect the British Government had for him may be judged from the fact that, while on one
year’s leave from Jundgadh, he was appointed by Her Majesty, the Queen, to be a member
of the Royal Opium Commission. On the completion of the work of the Commission he
rejoined his post at Jundgadh, but retired soon after, intending to pass the remaining years
of his life in the contemplation of God. He had hardly, however, begun to enjoy his
well-earned repose, when he was suddenly cut off in his prime. After a short illness he
peacefully expired at his native place. Naridd. on June 17, 1895. During his long carver
of twenty-five years in Kdthidwdd he came in contact with many native Princes and many
officers and gentlemen, both European and native. These, and indeed all whoever knew
him, admired his talents, respected his character, and revere his memory. 
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The Late Rao Bahadur Hari Raojee Chiplunkar.

The subject of this sketch was born in 1841 at Chiploon in the Ratnagiri district. His

parents were not in affluent circumstances, but enjoyed a high reputation for respectability.

While ■ .ill young the children had the misfortune to lose their father, but Naraycnrao, Hari

R... elder brother, who had always evinced signs of superior intelligence and shrewdness,

devoted himself to the support of the family and his own and his younger brother’s education.

he was, however, soon relieved of the responsibility of bringing up Hari Raojee, for, in i860,

the latter was taken to Poona by Bholagir Mangir Hava, an influential and rich Gosavi of

th it place, and a friend who took great interest in the education and general welfare of the

lad. subsequently giving him bis only daughter in marriage and admitting him into business

relations with himself. Bholagir Hava was a shrewd, farsceing man of business, who was never

satisfied with leaving anything to others which he could do himself. His advice was always

highly valued, and consequently was eagerly sought for by his friends and acquaintances.

Hari Raojee, being gifted with intelligence, and having acquired a sound education,

very soon mastered the details of the business, and by discharging his duties carefully and to

the satisfaction of his father-in-law. he quickly gained his confidence. When continued ill-

health prevented Bholagir Bava from attending to his usual duties, the whole burden and

responsibility fell on Hari Raojee, who was by then quite equal to the task.

Being a man of quick business habits, Mr. Hari Raojee was able to find sufficient time

to spare for duties of a public nature. He was nominated a Municipal Commissioner for the

city of Poona in 1858. For over twelve years he rendered valuable services to the municipality

and the rate-payers, whose interests he had continuously nt heart. He was nominated an

Honorary Magistrate of the First Cla-s in rK88, and presided on the Bench of Magistrates with

ability and tact. In a short time he hud acquired in .1 marked degree the confidence of the

public. He was intimately associated with other public institutions, being President of the

Landlords’ Association, Treasurer of the Ferguson College Funds, the only surviving trustee

and patron of the Female High School (inaugurated under the auspices of Sir James Fergus-

•ju an l .1 Member of the Deccan Education Society.

l'i : ,' Government were pleased to honor Hari Raojee with the personal title of Rao

■ :i account of hi . untiring efforts for the promotion of the welfare and prosperity of

rdvummunitv. Hispun.e was ever open for works of public utility and for supplying

the m. iy and the destitute. When the project of opening an European couval-

:.L Khan J ala was under consideration, he offered a large piece of land which he

1?. on the hill. near the St. Xavier’s Sanitarium for the purpose. He erected a fountain

r the ; . _ *.ic at the Baud Gardens, Poona, in memory of his father-in-law, Bholagir Bava. At < 

the northern entrance of the city he built a large drinking trough for cattle coming from

surrounding villages during the Gadetul, and which for years before hud been forced to slake

their thirst with the dirty water of the Nagzari. This trough he handed over to the City

Municipality. He presented a handsome building in Somwar Petit, worth Rs. 8,000, to the

municipality, to be used as a school house, and to be named after his father-in-law. In appre­

ciation of his liberality and his devotedness to the poor, the Press and the public unanimously

proposed him for the vacant seat in His Excellency the Governor’s Council, caused by the

resignation of the Hon. Kazi Shahabuddin, in 18S8. No fewer than eleven local and Bombay

papers recommended him in gratifying terms for the post, of which the following are a few

extracts:

“ We hope that His Excellency will not allow to slip by a suitable opportunity which

has now presented itself of appointing to the vacant seat in the Legislative Council a Mahruta

gentleman. The only gentleman among the Mahrathas who deserves to be mentioned and to

Be recommended is Rao Bahadur Hari Raojee Chiplunkar, a worthy citizen of Poona. He is

deserving of high esteem. He is wealthy, influential, well educated, benevolent, careful to

guard public interests, independent and foremost in doing public good.”

“ Government now propose extending the operations of the Deccan Agriculturist Relief

Act to other districts. It will, therefore, undoubtedly receive invaluable assistance from Rao

Bahadur Hari Raojee in ascertaining the real condition of the agricultural classes. The

majority of the population of the Bombay Presidency consists of Marathas and the Shudras,

aud all works requiring manual labor and other industries are performed by this clxss of

people.”
“ We believe there will be but very few persons who will deny that the Deccan Mali rath a

community has not had a genuine representative of its class in the Council since the Daphale
of Jutl was a member. This community is no doubt backward, and hits but few members who
by their education, rank, qualifications ami public acts, arc worthy of the honor. But we
think little exception will be taken anywhere to the name of Sirdar Bahadur Hari Raojee
Chiplunkar. He is a landlord who has served the public in various capacities with credit to
himself and advantage to others, and whose living interest in members of his community and
zeal for their progress are too widely known to need any detailed description.”

“ Rao Bahadur Hari Raojee Chiplunkar is fully acquainted with the condition of his
class of people, their shortcomings and their poverty. He would, therefore, be thebestand
fittest representative of the Mahrathas and Shudras in the Legislative Council of the Govern­
ment of Bombay. We hope that our recommendation will not pass unheeded by Government,”

But in the midst of what might have been a long career, the Rao Bahadur’s health
failed, and he was forced to withdraw from public life. He was ill for some years, passing away
on the fifth of March, 1896. and a deputation from the'Sarvajanik Subha immediately waited
upon his mourning family with a letter of condolence at the great loss they hud sustained.
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The Late Rao Saheb Harischandra Gopal.

SAHEB HARISCHANDRA GOPAL was born on the eleventh

November, 1S36. He received his English education from that

very popular and philanthropic missionary, the late Dr. Wilson.

After finishing his studies, he was trained as a surveyor ami

draughtsman in a drawing class attached to the Free General

Assembly School. After leaving this school, he obtained employ­

ment under Messrs. Wythes ami Jackson, the famous contractors

of those days. The senior partner of the firm treated Mr.

• \\ Harischandra more as a pupil than as a servant, and taught him the

profession in a way that insured his success in after life.

In XS62 Mr. Harischandra joined the Bombay Waterworks as an Assistant Engineer

under Mr. R. C. Rowlands, the Chief Resident Engineer. To better his prospects he left this

post to become a contractor, when he carried out some important works on the G. I. B. Railway
in connection with ghauts. On the first of August, 1876, he became Municipal Secretary nt

Ahmeilabad, and during his nine years.* service he did much to improve the sanitary condition

of th it city. Tlie restoration of the Kankaria Tank and the Nngina Wadi was greatly due to

Mr. Harischandra*s zeal and hard labor. It was in recognition of his services in Ahmedabad

that the Government of India conferred upon him the personal distinction of Rao Saheb in

1883. Tlie civic fathers, as well, were not slow to appreciate Mr. Harischandra’s meritorious

service. on his departure to join the Baroda State as an Executive Engineer in 1S85. This

State he served for eleven ) ears, four-fifths of which period was spent as Executive Engineer

for the City division In this capacity he carried on such important works as the Land Vilas

Palace. the new Marcarpura Palace, and the Museum, to the entire satisfaction of Mr. A. W.

Chi:holm, Consulting Architect to II. II. tlie Maharaja Gaekwar.

In ill health compelled Rao Saheb Harischandra to retire, and on the twenty-

-vex.:!; of June of the following year he succumbed to heart disease at his family residence in

Hassambhoy Vishram, Esq.

Mr. Hassambhoy Vishram was lx>rn in Cutchon the seventeenth of September, 1846.
His grandfather had amassed a fortune as a merchant, and had invested it in landed properties,
but, after his death, his affairs having been entrusted to his brother, the fortune was wasted,
and Mr. Hassarnbhoy’s father, Mr. Visram, had consequently very little left upon which to
start life. He therefore went to Bombay, leaving his son Hassambhoy in Cutch, but when the
latter was two years old he was also taken to Bombay.

Mr. Hassambhoy attended the Elphinstone High School, where he was educated as far as
the first class of the upper division, becoming a prize-winner at almost all the examinations.
The education which he received was considered liberal at that time, especially among Mahome-
dans. Mr. Hassambhoy married when only fourteen years of age, and at seventeen he entered
into business with his father. Finding, however, to liis surprise, that his fathers’ partners were
embarking in perilous undertakings, be promptly dissolved the partnership.

In 1S64, instead of speculating during the "share mania," Mr. Visram used his cash to
secure small, but sure profits. In 1S70, being in indifferent health, be was obliged to seek a
change, and the entire responsibility of carrying on business devolved therefore upon Mr.
Hassambhoy. In JS73 Mr. Hassambhoy visited Calcutta in connection with his business.
Seeing the competition that existed in Bengal, he turned his attention to the Mauritius, and
opened a branch of his firm in that island. In 1S76 his father, Mr. Visram, died, and about
the same time his two brothers, Fazalbhoy and Hajibhoy, joined the firm.

In 1875 Mr. Hassambhoy was elected to the Municipal Corporation, and in 1880 he was
appointed a Justice of the Peace.

After visiting Kurrachee and Cutch, on a recruiting trip, in 1SS1, Mr. Hassambhoy started
on a tour round the world via Egypt, Italy, and England. He visited London, Manchester,
Liverpool, and Birmingham, and then proceeded to Germany, Switzerland, and Belgium.
Thence he returned to Liverpool, and crossed over to America, visiting New York, Washington,
Philadelphia, Boston, Niagara Falls, Chicago, Salt Lake City and San Francisco. While at
New York he had the honor of making the acquaintance of Mr. Arthur, at that time President
of the United States. From America he proceeded to Japan and China, returning to Bombay
via Ceylon. When he landed in Bombay he was presented by the leading members of his
community with an address of welcome, as he had been the first of their number to travel
round the world. Later on, iti the same year, he made an extensive tour in Turkey-in-Asia
and Arabia, landing at Kurrachee on his return. He then traveled through Northern India
and Bengal, afterwards proceeding to the Mauritius on business, calling nt Seychelles and
Bourbon on the way. Having returned to Bombay, he paid another visit to Calcutta, this time
during the progress of the International Exhibition. From Calcutta he went to Burma on
business, and this trip resulted in the opening of branch houses of the firm at Rangoon, Moul-
mein, Coeonada, and Cuttack. In 1SS6 he visited Zanzibar, where he was warmly received by
H. H. the late Sultan Syed Burgush, who was pleased to give his firm the Bombay agency of
his line of steamers. In 1S93 his firm took over the agencies of the Bengal Spinning and
Weaving Co., and of the Starof India Mills. In 1894, on account of ill-health, Mr. Hnssamb-
hoy again went to England, and during this visit he took the opportunity of running down to
Cambridge where his eldest son was studying.

In 1895. Mr. Hassambhoy was elected to the Bombay Municipal Corporation by the
J ustices.

Mr. Hassambhoy has two sons, the eldest of whom, Mr. M. II. Visram, was successful in
passing the B. A. examination nt the University of Cambridge in 1891, being the first member
of the Khoja caste to obtain that coveted degree. This son expects shortly to be called to
the bar.
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S. Hatch, an old Bombay Artillery Officer. lie w.; ■.

catcd at Shrewsbury’ School and King’s Cc'.l. .. L _: . .

where he gained pn-es for lull: ,;.cy ar.’. • .. i 1 ....

After graduating at Aberdeen Vnivcr.i'.y, he ;fa­

dent appointment at the Salop Infirmary . II l.. . e

India in 1877, served in Afghanistan in b- was .

Second Surgeon at the I-u:o7 can Ger.-.-r.l lie.;?

subsequently Profcs or of Anatomy at the G: :.T. IHT

College. Bombay, was appointed Second b:: at 11:. d

J. J. Hospital, and, on the retirement of Brigade-Surgeon Wellington Gr.i?. I.a f -

Surgeon and Profcsior of Surgery, and later on, Princip-d of the Grant .....ic.il C-. .. •'

position he now holds. Dr. Hatch was appointed tn June, i . IL.uur.iry S .:

Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General.

Lieut.-Col. W. k. Hatch, M. B.. C. M., .
C. S., 1. M. S.
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The Laie Hormusjee Jamsetjee Rustomjee, Esq.

.ri’e I!,.tJ- Rl,lsloi.njev held a leading place among what may be called the
Captains of Industry in the Last, and his career, as will be seen, affords a striking proof uf

tiie result of unremitting energy and attention to business.
Mr. Homiusjet: Jamscljee Rustomjee was born in Bombay on tile eighth of February,

1846, his father, Mr. Dhunjibhoy Rustomjee, being a very old resident When seven years old
young Rustomjee lost both his parents, and was thereupon adopted by his uncle, Mr. Jamset­
jee Rustomjee, who took him to Karachi where he was residing. He was educated at the
Government High School there, and also received instruction from the English Regimental
schoolmasters. His earliest companions in Karachi were English and other European children
attending the Government High School, as well as the soldiers’ children attending the Regi­
mental School, hence it was that he learned to speak English much better than Gujarati, his
native tongue. Major (now Major-General) Goldsmith, who was then the Educational Inspec­
tor and Assistant Commissioner of Sind, took a lively interest in young Rustomiee’s welfare,
anti after the ordinary school hours he used to Like him and other advanced pupils to his own
bungalow for the purpose of giving them instruction in English, there being at that time no
English college in Sind.

During his school life Rustomjee invariably carried off the prizes in mathematics, which
was his strong subject. The Director-General of Schools in the Bombay Presidency, during one
of his tours in Sind, and after an examination of the pupils of the Government High School
Karachi, congratulated Mr. Rustomjee on his proficiency in mathematics, and subsequently
presented him with some valuable books as prizes.

On leaving school, in 18S6, Mr. Rustomjee began business as a forwarding agent and
general dealer at Karachi, and when the small shed where he commenced his commercial career
is contrasted with the palatial buildings where the business of the firm of H. J. Rustomjee &
Co. is carried on to-day, one cannot help thinking that such a rapid advance was more in
keeping with new countries like the United States of America or Australia than with ancient
India.

Al the time of Mr. Ruslomjee’s commencing business there was no Suez Canal, and
consequently merchants and importers had to order their goods twelve months in advance, so
that in those days keen commercial foresight was infinitely more valuable than it is to-day,
when goods can be landed in India in four weeks’ lime from Europe.

Mr. Rustomjee from the first day of his commercial life never retrogressed, and the
business he established is to-day not only the largest in Sind but one of the largest in the
whole of the Presidency. The firm deal in almost every article of ordinary use imported from
various parts of the world. Mr. Ruslomjee’s firm did banking as well as ordinary merchants’
business, and he was one of the largest landed proprietors in Sind.

Mr. Rustomjee often visited Europe on business combined with pleasure, traveling in
most of the countries there, including Russia, Sweden, Norway, etc. He once went round the
world, visiting North and South America, Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, Fizi Islands,

world coming here al various h-.isoiis of the veu
samples and book indents. In these rooms 11 1: 

Japan, China, etc.
It will not be out of place here to give a brief description of the firm’s business premises

al Karachi, from an account which appeared in. The Siad Gazette of the tenth of November,
1891, and which was written before Mr. Ruslomjee’s death :

•‘The building is certainly one of the handsomest and must imposing structures of its
kind—not in Karachi cr in the province only—but in all India. The architecture is purely
Italian and the facade closelv resembles that of the New Dresdner Bank al Berlin, constructed
last year. The architect was Mr. J. Strachan, M. 1. C. E., the well-known engineer to the
municipality, and the skill ami taste which distinguish him have never been Utter displayed
than in this'fine edifice. The site is admirable, occupying a large space of over 8000 square
yarns near uie puiui i  . , ■ - , . , - ,roads—converge, being thus in the very heart ..I the business parts of the citv and in close
proximity of the banks, custom bouse, railway stations and other busmess places. \t tins
point stands the • Mercwelher Memorial Tower,' a few sards from Mr. II. J. ItiLstouijie > man­
sion has a frontage of loo feel ami is constructed wholly ol stone, having three sterns, the
total height being over sixty feet. A handsome staircase leads (n.m the lusenlent to the roof.
from which a superb view of the liarlmr, the sea, the fortifications of Manora and the town ol
Karachi is obtained. Mr. II. J. Rustomjre’.s o« 11 office, oil the first floor- a large apartment mi
the south side with a library allaclled-is very handsomely furnlslK.land tilted with all the latest
European appliances. The central floor is utilized for the general office ami sal.-.lllvll s room.
60x50 feet, ami on the north side are the offices of Ins three sous, which are m teleplmnle eonmiu-
nication with the central exchange, ami Urns with all tile principal public ami mere m lie olhees
throughout Karachi. Further, to facilitate communications in the o nce electric IwIIswith
indicators are fitted to every room, and a special private- wire lias been laid by the I..it.rnment
telegraph department between the office and Mr. II. J. Rustomjee s pnvate residemce in L imp
—a distance of nearly three miles.•■Th., s,cm,I lloor is entirelv n-civcl for eommerel.il travelers Hom all pa ls of tin 

representing samples of hardware, while in the next room auctlier with w o d.„ . ’
third representing some large London or Scotch oil. paint and color Lu.; u; a S?... 1
firm, etc. Attached to the office building are three huge ware?.. U r.j yua ' . .
length by 50 feet in width, one parallel with the Bunder road i- t.pec:.- .. .. 1 .
ter and Glasgow goods. The second, facing McLeod mad, cunLii::: ♦,d. .: ‘
metals, and the third, forming the quadrangle in the east. also lin’d.
The basement of the office is u-edasa wine warehouse, being • e. . 1 • t . . I
verandas on the two sunny sides—east and west. A two-feet •, ::'ge t. .. .;
constructed to every part of (lie warehouses. Some eighty trucks for t!.. . and : 1 .
of goods are in constant readiness. The tramway has two tracks ....
with crossings, switches, turntablesand all appliance, of theme I:::: .: d
trucks used on these lines are 5x3 feet on bogie wheels. Tram li::csa;e.d .; fi.i.l•_
pound or yard, which is stored with barsuf iron, steel, etc. All lL..e t;..a li: :_-c.
with the weighing and delivery scales erected in the centre of the yard.

“ On the tup floor of the piece goods warehouse are the sample and ■ how re
expressly for the display of samples of all the various leading mam: ..;iarcr. c*.‘ the •. .1.. th
whole constituting a great commercial exhibition of every . art of cxanufaclurv 1 : c .
Europe and America, fashioned for human comfort, necessity cr luxury, eimblin - t~.l..-. to
form an accurate idea of the quality and value of the goods before : <.

" In each of the four corners of the vast quadrangle are fill..’. By C -... I.k
wise a portable fire engine by Mercwelher ic Sons. An ample ; . 1
available from the two mains passing on both sides of the wareh; a very 1. . .
tion, in view of the huge collection of various descriptions of tnvrc’.iamlLe L.rc :t.:rc 1.;
addition to Ute above precautions taken against lire on tl:e prernuv-; the m - cf .
wealth is fully insured."

During the visit of the Governor of Bombay. Lord Harris, to Kamchi. 1.. Nt/-----
1S91, Mr. Rustomjee had the honor of a visit from His Excellency, who in 1 C ..■
Eremises and who was good enough tu congratulate Mr. Rustomjee on the cr.

ad prompted the erection uf such palatial buildings.
Mr. Rustomjee was married in 1865. He left a widow. 'on: Ru tomjee, C; -.-r:;. .,

Cowasjee, Pestonjee, Dhunjishaw and Sorabjve—ami one <1 mghtcr, Sounabai 1 r.a u. '.L.
now carry on the businv-a which their father v-tablrlud. w hili.t the ether: .ra, Mr. I\ t. • :
studying at SL John’s College, Cambridge, was calkil b» tlie Bar at the 32:>ldI-’Temp’.c..
Eracticing at the Bombay Bar. The daughter married Mr. I\ ji E'..:.:..: 11 \ j..
hoy, of Bombay. Very few penons indeed know of the late Mr. I'.:: temjvc’. . .

for he was a great believer in the maxim of not kiting the right liaml know v.h..t t’... 1
did. He regarded willi disfavor the system of coupling d.matiim:. for chariUiblc purp . . .1.
the hard and fast conditions that the donor’s u.ime must be b!a.’<mvd forth to t'_e 1 :..
connection with the donation. He was a ven old Ma on and held inr.nv hi ;h r.-.r.’.x L;.-
a member uf all the lodges in Sind, both English ami Scutch, mo t uf which lie
ekctesl Master. He was P. Z. of Chapter Faith ami Chanty, N » 72, S.C . Ech:, xr. : ‘ .
Grand Senior Warden of all Scottish Freemasonry in India, it" i; iL tiic'. Gmml V.* 7. .• ...
District Grand Lodge. Bombav, 1870; Grand Deputy Ma-tcr of all Scott: a i-k..;:.- •• ...
India, in 1S76 ; President of the Sind Ma-unic Ilcncvolt.nl l.i re.:lion, ’.72.• to 1. 1.
admitted as a Righteous Knight tu the Oriental Order uf the Palm ’ccd She’d. Nev.
1883, and as a Royal Select ami Super-Excellent Master m the Grand Council . . ... 1
Select Masters of London, in 1SS4

Mr. Hormusjee was for main years, succt lively, a member . '.i.-e K -.r.-.Jn ’< ; ; ..;
Coronation, mid w.u also elected tor many years continue:: h a 1’. ;t Tn: .
behalf of the Corporation.

Mr. Rustomjkv diesl of heart disease at Karachi 011 l\'.r...irv rt. I: .’
fifty-three ; and the Karachi Chanib* r of Ct mim rev them •.*. d :y I • i th. i ii ..
” Rcsolve<L that this mt Ung be adjourn 1 a mark of r . • • •
11. J. Rustomjee, who w Lsformany w nsapromimnt .-.Iv.In:.'. : • . ih ch
the Managing C<’inmiltev. A copy v f this tv u'aii.in L; • • f. ; - i ! ? 1
The subject uf h:.« death was .dsu allmk«l to bv tl.. Cl. :;r::. .i: «i! K •: 1 / .'. .
Board Meeting, when th,- following K-oluti »n v.... p.i . .1
much regret of tb.c sudtkn death of t’.ie late Mi li. J I’.:..-, i. . . <. : . 1 . ...
valued colic iguc, and wm mercantile knov.fi !.,■ ..nd ■ i . o. 1
in theirtlelila.rations. The Iburd would <k •<> :i. a . -.-I
late Mr. Ru-toinjee’s worth be conveyed to hi. v.id o. .1 >1 i imik x’fi. ....
missioned oihccrs and v.dnntccrs < f “ 11" Cumj-. S V li C< ‘ '
placing on reconl their deep s:me of ugi 11 at tl. .th o’. J’., lb. . -
great intelv-t in the Corps by giving piizis fi r 1 um| 4tiitvii and viln ; w: m .
bers. A simil ir n «duti<>n was 1 i-.1 by tin Pm . c :: muiiitv vi ... . .
sjxeiallv c.U\«l fi r the p.::p.» c. 'ihe Municipal Coq-. i.-ti. ., :k.n .h: . . ••
<»f regret at his death, and forwanb d a c«>pv to tl .• b.tved s . -.h: C. : .
papers in tlie Ihesitkncy contained long noun-* • ! his . ,r

Mr. Rii'toiujcc was a universal lavuiile in r.'-.idr. 1: 1 K ...hi •- : ' ii. 1
.itid natives. He was noted 1 r his ecu; dilv ai d - I. . :
in real distress ever apt cakd to him m vain to: .:. :.a:,..

eommerel.il
Ilcncvolt.nl
knov.fi


Hurkisondas Narotamdas, Esq., J. P.

Mr. Hurkisondas was born al Bombay on the thirteenth of November, 1849, and is the
eldest son of the late Sir. Narotamdas Madowdas, a well known and highly respected
banket. Mr. Hurkisondas belongs to the Kapola Bania Caste, which numbers amongst its
members many persons of great wealth and influence in Western India. Mr. Hurkisondas
v..is educated at the Elphinstonv High School, ami. on leaving this institution, received
private tuition from a well known tutor for some considerable time. He subsequently
joined the banking business of his father which he still carries on. He was elected a
member of the Municipal Corporation in 1878, and, having been re-elected from time to
time, he still retains his seat. He has been a member of the Standing Works Committee of
the Corporation for some years. Both these positions Mr. Hurkisondas fills in an admirable
manner for, while opposed to extravagant expenditure and waste of the ratepayers’ money,
he, on the other hand, does not indulge in factious opposition to all reasonable expenditure
as, unfortunately, some members of the Corporation are wont to do. Mr. Hurkisondas is
Chairman of the Morarjee Goculdas Spinning and Weaving Mills; a director of the Colaba
Land Mills Company, Limited; a director of several joint stock companies, and a partner
in the Kaiter-i-Hind Hindu Spinning Mills. He contemplates establishing a new company
which will be known as the Globe Manufacturing Company, of which he will be the
managing agent. With au experience of the cotton mill industry extending over thirty years
the subject of our sketch can well claim that few men in Bombay are his superiors on this
important subject. Mr. Hurkisondas, despite his active commercial life, has found time
to lend all the power which his wealth, ability and position give him to further any move­
ments having for their object the welfare of the people, or the honor and credit of his native
city. He. in conjunction with Mr. George Kettridge and the late lamented Mr. Sorabjee
Sapoorjee Bengalee. C. I. E., started the movement for providing medical aid for the women
of India. Mr. Hurkisondas, realizing how great was the need, exerted himself in collecting
large sums of money for the cause and the amount he so collected he largely supplemented
from his own funds. Lady Reay threw herself, heart and soul, into this work, and, if her
ladyship had dune nothing else (which is far from being the case) during her husband’s
tenure of office as Governor of Bombay, her name would remain engraven forever on the
hearts and minds of the women of India. Mr. Hurkisondas greatly appreciated the good
done Ly Lady Reay, and. on her departure from Bombay, he, by way of perpetuating her
memory, give a handsome donation of 6000 rupees to the Bombay University of which 4000
rupees was to found a scholarship in Lady Reay’s name, ami the remaining 2000 rupees for
a gold medal to be presented every year to the female graduate who passed with the highest
number of mark in the medical examination. This med;d also bears her ladyship’s name.

Mr HurkLundas had the misfortune to lose his daughter, Bai Jivkorbai, some time
ago, and he. in memory of her. gave a sum of 2000 rupees for the purpose of building,

'.r tuca'.:.- ph z * f Dr. I’ichvy I’hip<on (who was brought out from England by the Society
fcr Providing Medical Aid for the Women of India) a cottage at Nosik for the use of
cunvale.cent wnxntn and children. After the late disastrous fires at Surat and Ichapore, Mr.
M. Lu. worked hard collecting suliscriptious and with these and contributions from his
<...a ar . did much to relieve the suffering and distress. Mr. Hurkisondas, in conjunction

Mr. Dudabh.11 Naorojcc and the late Mr. V. N. Mandlik, C. S. I., started the Lord
Memo::.u Fund movement which gave to Bombay the Ripon Textile School. Mr.

. i* one of the directors of the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, having been
; i ;•> position by the Committee of the Ripon Memorial Fund. He was secretary

’. j : ....... :;t for colkcting funds to perpetuate the memory of the late Sir Frank Souter t

and the late Hon. V. N. Mandlik, and the memorial funds of the late Hon. Mr. Justice
Telang and Mr. Sorabjee Sapoorjee Bengalee, C. I. E., are not a little indebted to Mr.
Hurkisondas who, with subscription and the aid of his experience did much to build up the
funds. Some seven years ago Mr. Hurkisondas, on behalf of his family, placed himself in
communication with the government of Lord Reay, and offered one hundred thousand rupees
for the purpose of constructing a hospital for women and children. The hospital was
intended to perpetuate the memory* of the late Mr. Narotamdas Madowdas, father of Mr.
Hurkisondas, but, as no land was available for such a purpose at the time, the project fell
through; but Mr. Hurkisondas who had placed the one hundred thousand rupees in the
Government treasury preferred that the money should remain there, so that with accumulated
interest, it might, al some future time, be available for the erection of a hospital or other
building of public utility. During Lord Harris’ regime Mr. Hurkisondas communicated
with Government and expressed the wish on behalf of his aged mother, Bai Putlibai, and
his younger brother, Bhugvandas, and himself, that this money should be used for the
erection of a new lunatic asylum, as such a building was urgently needed. Government
decided to accept the offer, and a committee was appointed to report on the most suitable
site in or around Bombay for such a purpose. The committee reported in favor of a site at
Naupada, close to Thanna, and the report was adopted and the work proceeded with. The
foundation-stone was laid by* Lord Harris who, in his speech on the occasion, referred to
the feelings which had prompted the family of the late Mr. Narotamdas Madowdas to make
the princely* gift. The asylum will bear the name of Mr. Hurkisondas’s father, the late Mr.
Narotamdas Madowdas. Shortly before the death of Mr. Hurkisondas’s mother, Bai Putlibai,
she, at his request, set apart a sum of 30,000 rupees, the interest of which is to be used in
securing additional comforts and aid for the high caste Hindu inmates of the asylum. Mr.
Hurkisondas is secretary' of the Matunga Leper Asylum, and it is to him and Mr. II. A.
Acworth, C. I. E., the late Municipal Commissioner of Bombay, that the thanks of the people
of Bombay are due for this magnificent asylum, as it was erected owing to the zeal and
energy* displayed by these two gentlemen in collecting subscriptions for the building, etc.

Mr. Hurkisondas is a member of the Board of Control of the David Sassoon Reforma­
tory ami also a trustee of the Government Funds of the Grant Medical College, his co-trustees
being Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Bart, C. I. E., and the Hon. Fazelbhoy Visraui, C. I. E. ; he is
a Fellow of the Bombay* University and a member of the Board of Accounts of the same insti­
tution. On the occasion of the jubilee of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress,
a public meeting was held in the Town Hall, Bombay, to form a committee for the purpose
of collecting subscriptions, in order that the auspicious event might be properly celebrated,
and Mr. Hurkisondas was one of the honorary secretaries of the committee, a large sum of
money* was raised, which was duly spent in illuminations, feasts to the children of Bombay,
and general rejoicing. Mr. Hurkisondas acted as secretary to the committee appointed to
take steps to give a befitting reception to His Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence on his
visit to Bombay. During the riots in 1*893, Mr. Hurkisondas worked hard to quell the rioting
and bring about a better understanding among the people. The late Mr. Narotamdas Madow­
das, in conjunction with his brother, Mr. Vurjivandas Madowdas, gave a sum of 250,000
rupees for the Madowbaugh. Fuller particulars of this donation will be found in the sketch
of the life of Mr. Vurjivandas Madowdas in this volume. Mr. Hurkisondas married in
1*864, ami again in 1883, and has issue, three daughters. He is justly regarded ns one of
Bombay’s most philanthropic and patriotic citizens, and his advice is sought and valued by
not only the members of his own community, but by many* others who are not of his own
caste, race or creed.
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The Hon. Mr. Ibrahim Rahimtoola Kaderbhoy, J. P.

The subject of this sketch was bom in Bombay in May, 1862. His father, who luid
extensive business connections with Great Britain, fully appreciated the manifold advantages of
an education in English, and offered every opportunity to his children to acquire the same.
Young Ibrahim availed himself of his chances, and would have undoubtedly distinguished
himself in the profession of law, had he not lest his father at a comparatively early age, which
necessitated his relinquishing his studies and joining his elder brother, Mr. Mahomedbboy
Rahimtoola in business. His younger brother, Mr. Jafferbhoy Rahimtoola Kaderbhoy, was
more fortunate, in a professional sense, for, having graduated at the Bombay University, he
proceeded to England and was called to the bar in 1896.

Mr. Ibrahim became a successful merchant, and soon developed his» business to a
remarkable extent His firm, known as Rahimtoola Kaderbhoy & Co., now occupy a promi­
nent position among exporters, and have correspondents in all the principal seaports in Europe.
In 3S92 Mr. Ibrahim was elected to the Bombay Municipal Corporation, by the rale-payers of
the Mandvi Ward. Ever since then he has retained his scat on that body, having been twice
returned at the top of the list. As a mark of recognition of his successful municipal career, he
was nominated a Justice of the Peace by the Government of Lord Harris in 1894. In 1895 he
was elected by the Corporation as a Member of the Standing Committee and his commercial
knowledge stood him in good stead here, and enabled him to win goldeu opinions on all sides.
In 2S9S he was re-elected to the Council nt the head of the poll, and at its first meeting after
the election he was unanimously elected Chairman of that body, he beiug the first Mahomedan
Chairman of the Standing Committee.

Mr. Ibrahim has also taken a keen interest in the political progress of his country, aud
is a member of the Council of the Bombay Presidency Association. He is at one with the
political reformers of the advanced type in the opinion that constitutional agitation is absolutely
necessary for securing political rights and privileges, but he is not fully iu accord with the ways
and means adopted by some of them. He is strongly of opinion that such agitation should not
l>e conducted on the lines of rancorous resistance, but that public utterances and writings
should be couched in temperate and sober language. The keen interest which Mr. Ibrahim
lias taken in both mental and physical training is a most creditable trait in his character. He
lias done his best to promote both among the 3Iahomedans. The Bombay Municipal Corpora­
tion fully recognized his sen-ices to the cause of education by electing him unanimously as a
member of the Joint Schools Committee. He is also a member of the Managing Committee to
the Anjuman-i-Islam, a member of its School Committee, and the Chairman of the Managing
Committee of the M. J. Khoja General Reading Room and Library’, the premier institution of
its kind among the Mahomedans. His endeavors to promote physical education amongst his
community have been practical, and have borne good fruit. Being a strong believer in the
principle that ” example is better than precept,” he takes an active part in most of the athletic
game, played in Bombay. He is an ardent cricketer, and has captained the Islam Gymkhana
eleven from the starting of that institution. He assisted in bringing the Gymakhana into
existence, and its present position is mainly due to his untiring exertions. He has been the
Joint Honorary Secretary for the last four years.

This iketch would be incomplete without reference to the fact that it was Mr. Ibrahim
Rahimtoola who was the first to bring to the notice of the Health Officer the circumstance that

1 broken out in Bumbay—fully a fortnight before the outbreak was announced at a
m. of the Standing Committee. Instead of thanks, however, he came in fora round of

: ? from certain quarters, and all sorts of epithets, such as “alarmist ’’ and “ panic-monger,”
w er. flung at him and other -, who, however, firmly maintained their ground iu calling the

.2..... m_lady by its proper name of Plague. He rendered every assistance in bringing about
2ftekug among-, t the people in regard to preventive plague measures, and as Chairman

r' ike Voluntary Phgue Committee of the Umarkhadi section, lie contributed his full share
:. rd :u.uri::g the rucce of the experiment of invoking local help to grapple with the dire
malady.

Mr. Ibrahim Rahimtoola, by virtue of the interest he manifested in public matters,
' ■.a member of the Bombay Legislative Council in November, 1899.
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The Hon. Mr. Ibrahim Rahimtoola Kaderbhoy, J. P.



Jagmohandas Vandravandas Bhaisett, Esquire, J. P.
Mr. Jagmohandas Vandravandas Bhaisett, is a leading citizen of Bombay, a banker and

merchant, and the Seth, or Headman, in all social matters, of the Dasa Parvad Banias of
Bombay. He is also a Justice of the Peace and councillor of the Bombay Municipal Corporation.
He w.us born in 1867, and is, therefore, still a young man, and we hope, with many years of
public usefulness before him. Mr. Bhaisett’s great great great grandfather came from Cambay
and settled in Bombay about one hundred ami sixty years ago. He amassed a large fortune
by trading with Mocha, Jeddah and Aden, and was the first to be appointed to the highly
respected office of Seth, or Headman, of his community, which office has since become
hereditary in the family. Mr. Vandravandas, Mr. Bhaisett’s father, was a Justice of the
Peace and a grand juror of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay. He was an enter­
prising and shrewd merchant, who trailed chiefly in opium, and amassed great wealth. Mr.
Bhaisett was born on the twenty-seventh day of April, 1867, when his father was 52 years of
age. His mother died eighteen months after his birth, and his father followed her in as
many more months, leaving him an orphan at the tender age of three years. He was brought
up by the executors and trustees of his father’s will, and was sent to school in 1872, where
he remained till he passed the matriculation examination of the Bombay University in 18S4.
The only interruption to his studies was caused in 1879, when,at the age of twelve, in fulfil­
ment of a family vow, he was taken on a pilgrimage to the leading shrines and holy places
in Upper India. To his observing young mind this tour, apart from its religious aspect,
opened a large field for the observation of nature, art and men. Mr. Bhaisett was greatly
impressed by what he saw during his travels, and the trip laid the foundation of his culti­
vated habits and created in him a thirst for knowledge. After passing his examinations, he
did not, like the majority of Banin youths, go into trade or business, but continued his
studies at the Elph histone and St Xavier’s Colleges. Early in 18SS he attained his majority,
and the cares of his estate compelled him to give up his collegiate career. He assumed charge
of his father’s estate, and the headmanship of his community. His caste-members marked
the occasion by presenting him with an address and a shawl, and he opened a charity fund
for educating the poor boys, and maintaining the destitute widows of his community. Early
the next year, after fitting himself by studying political and public questions, he entered
public life on election to a seat on the Bombay Municipal Corporation as a representative of
the rate-payers of his ward. His nomination was proposed by a no less distinguished per­
sonage than the late Sir Mangaldas Nathubhoy Knight, C. S. I., who look a personal interest
in his welfare and greatly influenced the formation of his character. The end of the year
witnessed the fifth meeting at Bombay, of the Indian National Congress. The Bombay
meeting of 1889 was presided over by Sir William Wcdderbum, M. I*., anil Mr Bhaisett took
a prominent part in the organization of the Bomtay gathering, and was a member of its
reception committee. He had also attended a previous meeting of the Congress and went to
Nagpore, Allahabad and Madras for three of its subsequent sittings. Early the next year he
was appointed a Justice of the Peace, and subsequently a special juror. The Government of
Bombay had, for some time, contemplated a measure for introducing village sanitation in
the rural parts of the Presidency, with a view to improve the village surroundings and
secure the benefits of an uncontaminated water supply. Mr. Bhaisett, who had studied this
important question, submitted a representation to the authorities that such legislation was
desirable, but that it should be of permissive character, and that Government should grant
funds for the purpose, in order that no further burden of special taxation might fall upon
the ryots. Later in the year, an unfortunate event afforded him an occasion of remembering
Cambay, his old ancestral home. Agrarian disturbances had broken out there, chiefly owing
to oppression and harassing taxation, and were put down by British troops. Mr. Bhaisett
immediately called a meeting in Bombay for the relief of these Cambay sufferers. A com­
mittee was appointed, and a memorial was submitted to Government, over his signature, as
chairman of the meeting, and he personally went to Cambay to help the needy and to acquaint
himself with the causes of the disturbances and the extent of the sufferings. As the Govern­
ment of Bombay would not publish the papers, Mr. Bhaisett arranged for their publication
through the House of Commons. With the kind co-operation of Mr. Burt, M P a Cambay
Parliamentary Blue-book was issued, and the reports ami documents published showed 

deplorable maladministration. Several of the sufferers had fallen in’.n
law, and had been sentenced to long terms of punishment. Mr. Eliai e'.t Ln. » th ..
were neither felons nor habitual criminals and decided to try .r.id their r
his request Mr. Burt, M. I*., submitted a petition to the Secretary ot Slat • h r I:: ... 1 h
poor convicts were released and restored to their homes. Mr. BL..;..:’ civic i
corporation soon occupied much of his attention. The municipal autlre r?re-. . ’ . .
certain building by-laws with the object 01 putting do.vn “jerry" Luil.’ir. ..
stantial structures, but the proposed laws were louud to la- very ■ trui . . ..
payers of Bombay submitted a memorial to the corporation eii the matter. M: Ll._
up the question, consulted engineers and expert- at his own and with [..
help and the co-operation of his friends in the corporation. important .a ui. i.... .. •
made, and the bye-laws, before being p.re-cd, were shorn of much. 1 : tlnir ersg-.nai
His efforts in this important question found a titling recognition at the of hi .
stituents, who. at the general triennial election of 1892, returned him at the he ..: 1 .' tire- •
in his ward, with the largest number of votes recorded for any candidate ra the . In
this year two questions of social importance occupied public attention and Mr. I.’.: ... t
a prominent part in the discussion of both of them. Out v.a-. known . the a,:.- of C :.
bill, which was u measure proposed by the Government ot India to jut d.re.n t - .. ....
mation of marriages. There was great opposition to the bill, a- it w._; tk .a ta La
thin eud of the wedge to undermine the religious and social customs ui tin- j. • ■ M...
advanced thinkers knew that the object of the bill was humane, am! th.::, unit <G ..
put down the evil by legislation, there was little chance of Hindu 're ..; ...
matter. Mr. Bhaisett, with his advanced views on social qut tium•, sided with the ire::. . ..
who held a meeting in Bombay in favor of the bill, winch v.... tin dly p 1 by th. G .
ment of Indi.u The other measure was a proposal for constituting a M.d-.nj re:.... -..ta-
tive assembly of the different Bania castes in Bombay. There are about : ir.L; el tire c ;.re. .
each having its own rules and regulations in respect of ca 1 -.- qm,-_turn . There . .. . ..
M.diajan supposed to govern these different castes, but it had grown effete and h . • t:o re; re-
sentative basis. It was generally felt that the time had arrived to constitute a pre ; . re
sentative assembly capable of dealing with questions affecting social matte: Mr. II?, ire--.’..
heartily assisted in the movement, and a general meeting of from the 1
castes was held. Mr. Bhaisett was elected president of the meeting, ami. C:..
question was not finally decided there, it h.is advanced .1 stage, mid it i-. exported . ..re
a few years, such a representative .isscmbly or Mahajan of tin- ILmia < a:::;
au fait accompli. In August, 1S95. Mr. Bhai-vtt pvrformeil. al hi. rv-i<re:iv,-, a \\ ire : '.. .
ceremonial called the Ati-Rudra --.icriticv. This is a Vedic ceremony • : g.re. '. : 1: .
interest, but it is seldom performed on account of the expcii.-c. it 1 • iv!c’..ruled ::: 1..
the Vedic deity Rudra, whom Hindus held in hi/Ji re yret. Tire-■ . rilii I. ’red . .
days, during which Vedic Mantras were recited by ab.mt eighty Brethmim. ; d /..ire-
hymns. Hundreds of worshipers daily attended the ceremony, and 1’.. J. - C
C. I. E.. the Collector of Bombay, was one of the ili-tiir'.urdred vi it..: I:i 1 M.
Bhaisett set out on a second tour through Upper India, v.lre.- kt vi. :l. I . ...1
leading cities and centres of art, and added greatly to his kv d ;• o', tire c
June, 1894, the Court Circular honored him by publishing a'1.1.icli of 1: ire\ . .
by his portrait. In 1S95, Mr. Bhaisett was once more at t'.re mu::'.:; 1 : . ' . .
the head of the poll Liter in the ycar he went on a tour tla.ragii the
country. In addition to his native banking film Mr. ?L -tt b . -..i 1: • i .
with Great Britain and the Continent. He is model i:: <?. [ re .
inherited the genial, amiable and charitable di-i -iti- a <>i 1. . ’■
liberally to local charities. Several years ago he olreicd ;> o .
ilablc dispensary for women and children in hi- ward, i ut ■ rem: t«’ '.'re- ■ . 
amount for endowment, the matter did not a-»ume a p: vlieal -h gu li b .
and music, and is fond of home reading, having a '. ..re ' I
is a member of the Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic : re! ’.
Ait. Natural History and Xnthropological Soeielii • Our | . nt 1. ... re an
photograph of Mr. Bhaisett by Bhedwar.
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Jamsetjee Ardesir Dalal, Esq., M. A. Janardhan Gopal Mantri, Eq., J. P.

„ . *lr JaniSclJcv Ardesir Dalal was born in July, 1848, at Surat, which was then a thriving
centre of the sea-borne trade of India. His ancestors, over a century ago. were engaged in
the exchange of commodities between European manufacturers and Native artisans, and for
this reason the family assumed the surname of Dalal (broker).

Mr. Dalal, after acquiring a rudimentary knowledge of Gujarati, entered the English
.school at Surat, in 1857. This school was afterwards raised to the status of a high school, and
in iboo young Dalal belonged to the highest class in the school. For further instruction his
father sent him to Bombay. He was examined by Mr. E. Burke for admission into the Elphin-
Stone High School, and was admitted to the fourth class there. He was regularly moved up
at every examiuation, until he sat in the “ candidate class,” as it was called. This was in 1864.
Kashinath Tnmbak Telang, who afterwards rose to be a judge of the High Court of Bombay,
and Shnpad Babaji lhakor, who passed successfully through the Civil Service Examination iu
England, were in the candidate class with him, and were his intimate friends until their death.
All three passed all the University examinations together, and look their degrees in the Kime
year. They matriculated from the same class in November, 1864, and then joined the Elphin-
stoue College, of which the late Mr. John Powell Hughlings was acting Principal. The perma­
nent Principal of this college joined in 1865 in lhe person of a young energetic honors man
of Oxford, Mr. K. M. Chatfield by name, a gentleman who had only recently retired from lhe
position of Director of Public Instruction.

Ambalal Sakarlal Desai, from* Ahmedabad, who entered the college at the same time as
Mr. Dalal, rose to be Chief Justice of Baroda. It need not be stated that competition was very
keen between all these students, but they all secured senior or junior scholarships, and passed
together all the University examinations nt the first trial. Mr. Dalal took first class in ail his
degree examinations—Bachelor and Master of Arts, and Bachelor of Law s. He was elected
Junior D.ikshina Fellow immediately on his passing the B. A., and was raised to a Senior
Fellowship. He enjoyed this Fellowship for three years. There were many temptations in
those days to choose the Law as a profession, but Mr. Dalal’s circumstances did not pennit
of his wailing for two or three years, so he was compelled to accept the Head Mastersnip of
a high school, which was offered to him by Mr. Peile, Director of Public Instruction, with the
prospect of a good future in the Educational Department He and Mr. Telang went together
to call on Mr. Peile, at his request, but Mr. Telang refused the offer.

In June. 1S71, Mr. Dalal was appointed Head Master of Nariad High School, and iu
course of time he filled similar posts in the larger and more important high schools at Surat
and Ahmedabad. In the interval he had the pleasure of acting as Professor of Mathematics
in his old college. His services were transferred, in 1877, to the Judicial Department as Sub­
Judge of Viramgain, and in the next year his services were lent by the British Government to
the Native State of Cutch, as Naeb Dewan and President of lhe Jadeja Court, for one year.
At the expiration of the year Mr. Chatfield allowed him to revert to the Educational Depart­
ment as a Professor in the Gujarat College, of which he afterwards became Principal. In the
interval he acted as Professor of Mathematics in lhe College of Science at Poona and as Vice­
Principal of his old school the Elphinstone High School. It was naturally no little satisfaction
to him to sene in lhe highest posts in all the institutions where he had once been a pupil. As
Principal of Gujarat College he did good work and secured favorable remarks regarding his
College from the Vice-Chancellor in his Convocation address.

In 18S9 His Highness lhe Maharaja Gaekwar offered Mr. Dalal an appointment in the
Baroda sendee on very favorable conditions, one of which was the payment of pension under
the British system, according to age and length of service, counting the period of British
service, eighteen wars, towards the State pension. As His Highness honored him by person­
ally making lhe o’ffer and holding out good prospects of usefulness to lhe State, Mr. Dalal
thankfully accepted. His first appointment was that of Subar (Collector) ol the Kadi division
and afterward of the Amrvli division. He was then appointed President of the Baroda Educa­
tional Commission, the result of the labors of which was embodied 111 three volumes. In addition
to this he was after a time appointed Huzur K.imdar, or Secretary, to His Highness the
Maharaja and, before lhe Educational Report was fairly out he was appointed Census Super­
intendent. He wrote the Baroda Census Report for lhe year 1S91. Immediately afterwards,
he was appointed by His Highness President of the Commission before whom certain c.vw-s of
importance were tried. From the post of Huzur Knmbar he was raised to the temnoran- posi­
tion of Revenue Naeb Dewan, and, on the abolition of that ixist, he was appointed \ idyadht-
kari (vidra education; and adhikari, chief or minister) of the Baroda Slate, which place he
now holds. Mr. Dalal is also Joint Revenue Commissioner and Famine Commissioner for the

' Mr Drill’s eldest son, Mr. B. J. Dalal, B. A., was successful in the Indian Civil Service
competitive examination in England, in 1893, and in 1S94 was appointed Oificntnig Joint
Magistrate of Gouda, Northwest Provinces.

Mr. Janardhan Gopal Mantri, a member of the Sumai m-hi Kshatryu C< r
muuity, was born in July, 1832. He received his primary education m Eb
Institution, remaining there until 1848, when he joined the college cl.is id Dr. V.’i!
While studying there he was selected to te.ich the lower uid ird cl-. . in th. ;
that appointment for about two years when lhe death of his fatiur v io .
college and tike a situation. He thereupon became a clerk in in atturuev ■» oti.ee. ■ .. ..
of thirty rupees a month. From this small beginning lie gradually n until L • •_....
1S57 the high and responsible position of managing ck-rh to Dr. R. A. D.. . . •
High Court, which post he held until 1859, and having a natural liking for the i r '.
he articled himself to Dr. Dallas the following year. In he pa.-.a.d the L.
Examination, ami was enrolled as a Solicitor in the following year. being made .. k. .. ■
two years later.

After a successful career of more than thirty-three year . Mr. J tu irdb.m rv.:. . I :.
business in 1S96. He was a member of the Bombay Municipal Corp.or.vti a from it.
until 1882. He was nominated a Justice of lhe Peace by Government in r ., a
which he still enjoy s. He has been for a number of years on the Min.: ;:n ; C . : .’ cf '.
Hindu burning and burial grounds. From the year 1X72 till the pre eut day he I;..- ..
himself with almost all public movements in the city having lor th Jr ul .c: th.* i..-...:...
and social progress of the people, and is an advocate of female vd'.:cut:0:1 . the til:
In appreciation of the work done in that direction by the Student-.’ L'.'.-.e;- ...- ’
Society, he endowed the Marathi Girls’ School manage I b. the s.-ciitv with a : « f .
for an annual scholarship of Rs. 50. The Fergus-..ui College ct f.-.-aa h l- alsa -.. 1
support in the shaj>e <»( au endowment of 1,500 rupees. He Like-. .111 mlivc » lit :r. •
social reform in his community, and he ha.% worked -valou-dy to pat 1 -: >p '.<> lk_- ■. ..1
of incurring heaxy marriage expenses and extorting expensive p... .-it - the
relations. This he did before any similar movement ha t been :et on by i II.::
communities.

In his private charities, Mr. Jau.inlh.ui d«K•» not ap;. ir t » have h: '. •: ;i:t »:f th c’...
of his caste. He contribute*! to lhe Rminav.uni Fund iu com:.. th.n v.r.h t. ■
gathering of his commumty. He has had much t.» do with the nn . it . .. .. . ■. e .
of lhe dharamsala on Queen’s Roa»l, op|xiMle theChurney Kc-ul St tlion. Thee.:
of Molhi Pakhady, at Worly, al?o <»wcs its renovation to Mr. JanardL.u: U :’. .• i’.-
of a caste institution called the Kdialriya Sam.ij, he-atiled iu trubt a 1.:
of which is given to helpless widows ami orphan^ « f his < 1 -tv.

Mr. Harisch.unir.i t1op.il, brother of Mr. J.innrdiuin. I'.- ’. 1 tl.e r : • .
in the lliroda State, where he lurved for a Ion ; time 1 .
Ahmedabad Municipality, and in recognition of In . --vrvici 1 to ti: .1 city, I ■
Goverumvtit with the pci-oii il distinction of Rio Salub

Dr. Pandurung Gopal, the yoiitige-l of the th;.e 1 ■ruth.; •, g:. du ’ . : : 1. •
Medical College in the year iS'.q. H- <tvvd an !■ . tut : • n :n . d •
now devuks Ins lint: to private mid-., al practice. Ui> 1 -iilrd .;t: I '
consist i f lhe books ” llalroga Chikilcha,” ” Bh-M.i’v,.u !riy.«. \V..: .1 b
a Catalogue of Indi ;v!ious Drugs with their up. he.A i;-.

Mr Janardhan’s eldest Min, Dr Dadoba, al .11.-
L. R. C P. of l.on Ion, and hi> second sou, Mr. Kercba, i > m..c. o'. .:k *.
& Ardcdr, Solicitors, Bombay.
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Janakdkax Copal Mantki. Emj.. J. p.

The Late Javaji Dadaji Choudhari, Esq., J. P.

The late Mr. Javaji Dadaji Choudhari, founder of the well-known and extensive vernac­

ular printing establishment called ” The Nimayasagar Press,” was born at Bombay in 1839.

His parents being very poor, he was obliged to work f6r his livelihood from early childhood,

ami at the age of ten he found employment in the foundling branch of the American Mission

Printing Press. Here he received the first lessons in the art wherein he was destined to earn a

great name later on. He remained in the Mission Press for about ten years and then joined the

“ Times of India ” Press. He then served fora number of years in the Induprakash and the

Oriental Press, where he perfected his knowledge of type-founding, upon which he made up

his mind (in the year 1864) to start a foundry’of his own. He soon effected a revolution in tile

mode of casting Marathi type, and his manufactures, being more graceful and artistic in style

than any in the market at the time, grew rapidly in public favor ami had an extensive sale.

Having so far succeeded in the matter of founding type, Mr. Javaji launched out in a new ven­

ture by establishing a printing press of his own, which he named “ Nirnayasagar. ” As in type­

founding, so in printing, Mr. Javaji showed great resource and skill, and his presssoon became

famous as being the only printing establishment in Bombay which could turn out vernacular

work in the best style, and it is gratifying to hear that his sons, Messrs. Tukaram and Pandu-

rang, have fully kept up that reputation to this day. The sllharva. I'eda, edited by the late Mr.

Shankar Pandurang Pandit, and published by the Bombay Government, bears testimony to the

enterprise of Mr. Javaji ns a printer. Of the many printing establishments in Bombay, Mr.

Javaji’s was the only one that accepted all the conditions as to the casting of new type, etc., to

meet the requirements of the necessary Sanscrit text, ami his establishment carried out that

monumental work to the entire satisfaction of Government.

The subject of this sketch was a patron of Mahrathi and Sanscrit literature and, at con­

siderable pecuniary sacrifice, he published many valuable new and old works in those languages,

ably assisted in this patriotic work by that well-known Mahrathi author, Mr. Vimiyak Rao K.

Oke. The most singular circumstance about Mr. Javaji’s life was that he rose to such eminence

in the industrial world without any education to speak of. Despite this drawback, by means

of his energy, industry ami integrity in business, he attained to a foremost position and was

made a Justice of the Pence by Government He was by nature kind-hearted and was ever

ready to help the needy. He died on April 5, 1892, at the comparatively early age of fifty-

three. His death was mourned by a large circle of friends, and appreciative notices of his life’s

work appeared iu many of the papers.
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The Lath Javaji Dadaji Chovdiiari. Esq., J. I’.
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The Late Jhhjeeuhov Uaiivuhov. Esq



The late Jeejecbhoy Dadabhoy, Esq.

Jv-.;--b-.y DctLiLk^y w.^- bcm in 17S5 and died at his residence in Rampart Row,*
Bombay, cn the twelfth of May. 1S49, aged sixty-three years. He was a Parsec banker,
merci:-:.*-, agent cml broker and had been in business upward of forty years during which
reric-d _ connected with a number of European mercantile houses. A few years before
his c_r.li he retired from the firm of Messrs. Jeejecbhoy Dadabhoy, Sons & Co. but his sons
carried on the ’ u-ines> under his advice and guided by his experience. Mr. Dadabhoy was
one of the rtat active among the native capitalists in the establishment of three banks in
1 . a:i._y mid he served as director respectively in the Oriental and Commercial Banks. To
him and the first Sir Jax^ctjce Jeejecbhoy, Bart., the inhabitants of Western India are indebted
for the introduction of steam navigation for commercial and passenger traffic, the steamer
"Sir James Rivett Camac," the first of the Bombay steamers, having been built by them.
Mr. Jeejeebhoy Dadabhoy managed the steamship company so judiciously that in the course
ci six years it paid in profits a sum nearly equal to the amount invested. He was a large
shareholder in the railway companies, the cotton screw companies, the steam navigation com­
pany, the Colaba Land and Colton Companies, most of the Bombay marine and life assurance
companies, the Bengal India General Steam Navigation Company and several Calcutta
insurance companies. His capital was likewise employed in making advances on coffee,
sugar, cocounut and other estates on the Malabar coast, also in Ceylon and in the Island
of Bencoolen. Mr. Jeejecbhoy was for nearly twenty years a member of the Parsec
Punchayet. The position frequently imposed important duties on him for the general
benefit of the Parsec community, lie was frequently called upon to arbitrate and settle
matters in dispute between members of his community, as well as family quarrels, and his
decisions invariably gained for him the esteem and respect of all those who submitted their
disputes to him fcr settlement. In a word, he used his high position to heal dissensions,
soothe animosity and put an end to misunderstanding and strife. In matters of charity his
purse was always at the disposal of the poor of his community. His name is likewise to be
found in almost all the lists of public subscriptions and private charities, both European and
native He responded to every call in support of native education and subscribed largely to
the several public and private institutions. At the time of his death forty-two schools in
various parts of the Bombay Presidency were wholly supported by his bounty. A temple
costing 50,000 rupees was built entirely at Mr. Dadabhoy’s expense, and he contributed the
cojt of a number of tanks to supply water to the poor of Bombay. He left a widow, four
sons, three daughters, twenty-one grandchildren and six great-grandchildren, to whom he
bequeathed a large fortune. When the news’ of ISIr. Dadabhoy’s death became known the
crowd v,-.-- so great at his house that the vast apartments were filled, and benches had to be
placed in the street along and opposite the house for the accommodation of the visitors.
The Par .e priests gathered in great numbers and prayers were repeated through the night.
It w.ls estimated that upward of 4000 persons were present at the funeral. The procession
wa large one. the followers walking two-by-two according to the custom of their race.
Tile sor. ■ of the <leceased gentleman caused about cuuo rupees to be distributed in small sums
to the p . uT. us well as 2000 pieces of mulls and lappets. On the third day, usually the grand
ceremonial day, at half-past one. the friends and acquaintances commenced assembling, and
by three o’clock upward of 3000 Parsecs were present. The sacred fire was brought from
tin* temple, ami the religious service was performed. After the ceremony the Secretary to
the Par ... I*um.h.iyci announced to tho\e present that by his will Jeejecbhoy Dadabhoy had
kit a i uni of 2,01,300 rupee to be invested in Government securities in the name of eight
:i ike inter, t to t. divided among the charities for the relief of the suffering
..re.' hij. community. Boman jee Jeejecbhoy, the eldest son present, likewise announced

f 1..; 1 r.ii• 1 a sub-cription of 12,859 rupees, which they intended adding to
: 1 charitable fund The reception lasted till seven o’clock, when prayers were

a 1 . jntmm d till late .it night. On the following day, the usual custom of feeding
' ..V I’,.? gone through, ami more than two thousand five hundred persons partook of

*.. Tin?-. wire also charitable distributions in the towns of Surat and Broach where
P. : :1. I Mr Jeejeebhoy was the founder of the family of which at present Mr.
Ik . -.-1 1.. -7.. Jeejecbhoy is the recognized head.

Jeejeebhoy Framjee Petit, Esq., J. P.

JEEJEEBHOY FRAMJEE
PETIT, the only son of the late
Mr. Framjee Dinshaw Petit, and
grandson of Sir Dinshaw Ma-
ncckjee Petit, Bart., the distin­
guished Parsi philanthropist and
capitalist, was born in Bombay
on the seventh of June, 1873.
Having received a fair English
and general education at the Fort
High School in Bombay, and
subsequently at the hands of an

English tutor—a Cambridge graduate—he succeeded his maternal
grandfather, the late Mr. Nesserwanjee Manockjee Petit, in the
conduct of the agency of the Oriental Spinning and Weaving
Mills.

These mills contain 69,000 spindles and 1200 looms and
give employment to about 4000 laborers. Besides these mills he
is concerned largely in the management of seven other cotton
spinning and weaving manufactories in Bombay, which contain, in
the aggregate, 208,000 spindles and 3447 looms, and are a source
of livelihood to no less than 12,000 hands.
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Jehjhkbhoy I'kamjhe Petit, !•■><>., J. P,
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Mrs. Jekjkkuhov Fkvmji.i Pi-.nr



Although only in his twenty-second year Mr. Jeejeebhoy has
already begun to evince a healthy and intelligent interest in the
management of several large charitable and educational establish­
ments in Bombay. He is a trustee and honorary treasurer of the
Nesserwanjee Mauockjee Petit Charity Fund, and is on the Board
of Management of the Zoroastrian Girls’ School Association;
the Moolla Feroze Madrasa; the Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit
Library: the Bombay Native Dispensary, and several other useful
institutions.

He was appointed a Justice of the Peace by the Government of
Bonibav in 1894, and in January. 1895. he was elected a Councillor
of the Bombay Municipal Corporation by the rate-payers of Bombay.
Since his election lie has taken a very active and intelligent part in
the deliberations of that important body, in whom is vested the entire
management of all the civic affairs of that important seaport town.
He has already begun to show a thorough capacity for business and
a firm grasp over various questions of public utility, and has thus
been v inning the approval of his fellow citizens. He promises to
become, in the near future, a highly useful and popular member of
Bombay society, in which, in due course of time, he will be called
uvoii to occupy a most distinguished position, being the heir apparent
to the baronetcy of Sir Dinshaw M. Petit.

Mr. Jeejeebhoy married in March. 1S94, Dinbai, the eldest
daughter of Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Bart., C. S. I.
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Kuan Bahadur Jehangir Pestonjkh Vakil.

Khan Bahadur Jehangir Pestonjee Vakil.

The above gentleman belongs to an old and honored Parsee family noted for their chari­
ties. He was born at Ahmedabad in May, 1844. He and his brother do business together under
the well-known firm of Nowrojee & Jehangir Pestonjee Vakil. Mr. Jehangir is President of the
Parsec Puuchayat, of Ahmedabad, and he and his brother, Khan Bahadur Nowrojee Pestonjee
Vakil, were founders of the splendid Fire Temple and oilier buildings for the use of Parsecs in
the same city. Jehangir Pestonjee Vakil was made a Khan Bahadur in 1895.



The Late Joomabhoy Laljee, Esq., J. P.

The residents of Bombay can hardly have forgotten the tall and commanding figure of

Joomabboy I.alji, for he was seldom absent from any public gathering of importance in his

day. The traveling public will perhaps remember him most by reason of his well-directed and

successful efforts to cheajxm the cost of passages by coasting steamers. Mr. Joomabboy came

of a highly respected Khoja stock, long known in Cutch. The family were known as the

Sttmar Shut family al Samagogha, in Cutch, al which place Mr. Joomabhoy was born in 1841.

Mr. Lalji, the father of the deceased, was a man of an enterprising character, who carrier! on

trade on the Arabian ami African coasts as well as in China. He left his native village ami

went to Bombay, where he made sufficient progress in hi* English studies for all practical

purposes, He was part proprietor with his brothers, Messrs. Hajibhoy ami Abdoolabhoy—both

still .dive and numbered among the leading membersof their community in Bombay of several

coasting steamers plying between Bombay, Goa, ami the Kathiawar coast, ami by his tact ami

enterprise he made these coasting steamers popular by reducing the fares, ami this in the face

of keen competition, personal gain being meantime ignored. For several vtars he held the

Government Commissariat contract in nden, and maintained trade connections with Macnlla

ami other places on the Arabian and African coasts, am! lhe*e commercial relations are still

maintained by the enterprising house established by him.

Mr. Joomabhoy's amiable qualities secured for him a large circle of friends among all

classes of people, by whom he was both loved and esteemed. As a prominent ami useful mem­

ber of the Khoja community, his merit* were much appreciated. He was made a Justice of the

Peace by the Government. He was about the same lime returned by the rate-payers of Maiidvi

Ward to represent them in the Municipal Corporation of Bombay, ami he look a leading part

in the delilierations of this body, always acting with independence in the interest* of his

constituents.
Mr. Joomabhoy’s private charities were numerous. A hospital in Cntch-Mandvi. a school

for the voting of his community al Mundra in Cutch, ami a dharam*abi al Samagogha owe their

existence to his practical benevolence.
Mr. Joomabboy was for year* a victim to an affection of the kidneys, but he bore his

sufferings with patience ami cheerfulness in tile midst of an active life. He passed away at his

residence at Malabar Hill on the nineteenth of August, tSS;. al the age of forty-six. his death

being regarded not merely as a loss to his community, but to the general public of Bombay.

He left one son only, Mr. Faralbhoy, who inherited many <>f the best trails in bis father's

character. Mr. Faralbhoy is one of the representatives of Malldvi Ward in the Municipal

Corporation of Bomkiy.

Tin- Late Joomabhov I.u.n . . r. j . J !’



Fazalihiuy Jcmhiabhov Lai.ji:e, Esy.

The Late Dr. K. N. Bahadurji, B. Sc., M. D.

The late Dr. Kaikhusru Nusservanji Bahadurji was born on the fourth of November.
i860, at Umra, near Surat. He received his primary education at Umbra, and when his parents
removed to Bombay he was placed in a proprietary school conducted by Mr. Hormusji Jehangir.
I/iter on, his studies were continued at St. Xavier's School, from where he passed his Matricu­
lation Examination. During his collegiate career at the same institution he passed hisF. E. A.
and then went up fur his B. A. degree, but was plucked. He next competed for the Gilchrist
scholarship, which he secured. He then proceeded to England, where, as Gilchrist scholar,
he joined the University College of London, and passed the preliminary Science and the M. B.
examinations with distinction. In recognition of his successful career at the college, the Gil­
christ Trustees were pleased to grant him an extension of the scholarship by way of offering
him special facilities for research work. Taking advantage of the opportunity thus offered, he
first went to the Pasteur Institute, and afterwards proceeded to Berlin, and worked under Pro­
fessors Koch and Virchow and other eminent bacteriologists, who testified to his special
aptitude for the work. Dr. Bahadurji then returned to London, and took his M. D. degree. He
also passed his B. Sc. examination, and he was the first student from Bombay to take two such
high degrees within the space of five years. He was awarded several prizes and medals for
proficiency in different subjects.

When Dr. Bahadurji returned to Bombay he took special interest in the question of
Medical Reform, the advocates of which contemplated raising the position and status of the
graduates of the Grant Medical College. He strenuously and consistently fought in the Uni­
versity Senate, of which he had become a member, for the substitution of the “ M. B.” for the
“ L. M. and S." examination. He contended that the University ought to confer on medical
graduates the degree of Bachelor of Medicine instead of a license, which detracted so much
from the status and position of those who were, as far as their studies went, on a par with those
who obtained similar degrees in England and elsewhere. The Government of Lord Reay
introduced various medical reforms, among them being the scheme of appointing honorary
physicians ami surgeons to the Sir Jamsetjee Hospital, and Dr. Bahadurji received the appoint­
ment of Honorary Physician. He was also appointed Professor of Pharmacology in connection
with the Framjee Petit Laboratory for three years. His Highness the Gaekwar providing the
salary for the post.

About seven years ago Dr. Bahadurji secured a seat on the Municipal Coq>oration on
behalf of the University, and at the next general election he was returned by the rate-payers
of the Bhuleshwar Ward. At the time of his death he represented that ward in the Corporation.
He was also a member of the Standing Committee of the Corporation. The subject of Sanita­
tion received his best attention, and during the last two years of his life he was unremitting in
pointing out the best means of coping with the Plague.

In 1891 Dr. Bahadurji went to England as a delegate to the Congress of Hygiene and
Demography. In 1S96, after his return to Bombay, he was selected by the Medical Profession
of Bombay and other towns of India as a delegate to give evidence before Lord Welby’s Com­
mission, regarding the unsatisfactory slate of the Profession as compared with the Indian
Medical Service. He had the honor of being elected President of the Medical Union of
Bombay, ami also of the Medical ami Physical Society. He also filled the chair of a Syndic
in Medicine for the same period

As a member of the Indian Congress Dr. Bahadurji seldom took part in politics, the only
subject he took up being connected with his profession. When the Plague first broke out in
Bombay, several members of the Medical Profession left the city for safety, but Dr. Bahadurji
remained, and established a fever hospital under the auspices of the Parsi Punchayet, to which
he gave his services without remuneration. He was able to raise a large amount of money for
the maintenance of the hospital, whereat no one lime fewer than a hundred patients were being
treated for plague. He devoted some five or six hours a day to visiting the patients and other­
wise superintending the work of the hospital, ami often paid it surprise visits at midnight to
see that everything was going on as he desired. He continued to visit the hospital until about
a fortnight before his death. By way of acknowledging his services to the Parsi community,
the members of the Punchayat, among them being the late Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Bart., ami
Sir Dinshaw Petit, Bart., convened a public meeting of the Parsis, where silver vases and a
silver tea-set, with suitable inscriptions, were presented to him as tokens of the esteem and
affection in which he was held by the Parsi community. The Parsis, who deeply deplore his
loss, will not readily forget the many services rendered by him. Dr. Bahadurji died in 1898 at
the early age of thirty-eight.
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Tm: I.atk »k. K. N. Baiiapukji. B. Sc.. M. D.

The Lite Hon. Mr. Justice Kashinath Trimbuk Tefamg, M. a , C. I. E.

In the Mahratta Country, on the western c o.-vt of Indi a. .

can lx- said to possess the qualities which go to make a scholar, a cnv.c. .

and an orator combined. Such a man, however, v..:; the late H« ...

Trimbuk Telang, who belonged to a well-to-do middle-ch.. family of G.: • ...:
He was lioru on the thirtieth of August, 1^50, and was the secumi ; r. o! Mr ’.

Tvlang, but in his infancy he was adopted by his uncle. Mr. Tr.i

his early education at the Elphinstone Institute, lie uiatriculaL-d in th :

entered the Elphinstone College, graduating there in r..; He took h> M ’.

following year, carrying off the Rhagwandas i’tirshotai:: d. • prv. ;

literature, and having passed his LI. B. degree in 1S70, hr •- a. call. 1t

1S72. As an advocate he gained golden opinio:: - from ar.'. all ■ • L th ..

and an authority on Hindu law, and he v.a-. rat: ed to the II .• L.::. .: < . J ;•

For his services on the Educational Commission lie u... created a C. I. i; Z.. T

was not only a successful lawyer and a sound judge, but hev.a^ ,1 1 ’..

labor-in the senate of the Bombay Univcr ity turc duly lew •.;d.d . -. I I.’ I -T

ment. who created him Vice-Chancellor of the I'a-nil iv Vniv^:

fir-t native of learning in the Bombay Presidency to receive tin • I: J: d;
Tvlang's useful work in connection with the Iturabaj. Lr meh of th? .'. /. '.■•

that body to show their appreciation by electing him their pre k til. II

of Professor Weber’s theory that Raiuayan w . . <>■; :td fnim IL ::: r. . 1 . .

translation of the Bhagvatgila, together with • llnr . w«..-h-. g r. -• y:

place among Sanscrit Scholars The l.i't literary work m tlr Ld IL : ?: •

nig-from Mahratia Chronicles,” which he contnliutoi t.» the r.r-ec.-dt:: ■ . '• < • -

Oriental Scholars m 1S02.
Mr. Telang’s speeches in the Bombay l.vgi hdiv-C il c:i the I' ./ . >

of 1SSS; the Land Revenue Ctxle Amendment Bdl; th. 1.d-.-.L-' 1

Act; and Im protest against the inuxisition of th Cv/- out: . . .

than ample testimony to the work done b> Imn. A. . j :h'. ■; ■■
whether Mr. Telang has ever been rivalled Lv inv Nativt < I i: ' . ;

close reasoning, and for iiiohxliuus and itnpn . m ihh-.v: h.

Ills untimely de ith. in Septcmh.r, i'• .al tl . '■
mourned alt over India us a national 1O'S I.ord Harns th. .th. 1 1 •n.■ •

tls follows about this worthy run of Itidi.v " IL ,...

scholar, and a power in the Bombay Prc atlviivy.”



Ti : I.\Ti. Il » . Mr. J<stick Kashinath Trjmbuk Telang,
M. A.. LI„ B„ C. I. E.

K.izi Abdul Karim Kazi iX'ourmahoincd.

Mr. Kazi Abdul Karim enjoys a high position among the Memon Community. His
forefathers were natives of Porebumler, Kathiawar, but about sixty-years ago they moved to
Bombay, and it was there that the subject of this sketch received his education in a private
school. He became conversant with Arabic. Urdu, Persian, and other Eastern vernaculars,
ami, needless to say, English.

Mr. Kazi Abdul Karim’s father, the late Mr. Kazi Noonnahotned, was the first Native to
establish a publishing business in Bombay, viz., the present “ Karitnta I t ess,'' at Byculla. one
of the most flourishing printing houses in the Presidency. The Kuran and other religious
books issued from this press are popular publications, commanding a ready sale. Mr. Kazi
Abdul Karim, the proprietor, distributes a quantity of religious reading matter amongst his poor
brethren free of cost.

There are few public movements in the city with which Mr. Kazi Abdul Karim is not
identified, ami to which he does not contribute both money and time, for, though naluarally of
a quiet and retiring disposition he is always ready to assist charitable institutions. Amongst
other gifts, he gave a sum of 2o.ox> rupees toward the establishment of a free library for
Maliomedans, in memory of his beloved ami only son. This institution is known as the
"Karimia Library," and is situate*I in the central hall of the Anjuman-i-Islam building la
Hornby Road. It has an excellent collection of Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Gujarati, and English
books, and is one of the largest institutions of its kind in Bombay. The opening cere­
mony was performed on the twenty-eighth of March. 1S99. by His Excellency Lord Sandhurst.
the Governor of Bombay, who. in his opening speech, eulogized the services rendered by Mr.
Kazi Abdul Karim in the interest of Mahomedan education. IIe>aid. inter alia: "The Karimia
Library will always stand as a monument to Mr. Kaz.i’s liberality in thecause of Mahomedan
education."

Mr. Kazi Abdul Karim also erected a madrasai (school), in memory of his deceased
brother, Mr. Fateh Mahomed, where more than a hundred boys now receive instruction
and are provided with board and lodging at Mr. Kazi Abdul Karim's expense. Another
madrasai, bearing his own name, was also established hy him, mid about three hundred boys
now receive an elementary education in this institution. He is a trustee of the Masjid, Mad-
rasia Ebrahim, and several other public bodies.

Mr. Kazi Abdul Karim rendered appreciable assistance to the distressed poor at the time
of the Hindu-Mahomedan riots in Bombay in 1S93, by supplying them with free grain and
clothing for about a week. Il is said that some eight hundred of the poorer refugees were
saved from starvation by the charity of this philanthropic gentleman, and there are at present
many poor families among the Muhomedans that depend entirely on him for their main­
tenance.
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K.izi Kabiruddin, Esq., J. P., Bar.-at-Law. Khan Bahadur, the Hon. Kazi Shahabudin, C. I. E.

Mr. Kazi Kabiruddin, who was bom in Ahmednagar, in November, 1872, is connected
with many of the leading land-owners and jagirders of the Bombay Presidency. His father,
Kazi Moalvi Mufti Bakir Sahib, served under the British Government as a Mahomedan Law
Officer in various courts of the Deccan until he retired on a pension. As he lost his parents at
an early age. the guardianship of young Kazi Kabiruddin devolved upon his uncle, Mr. Mir
Chiraghmldin. who has held various posts under the British Government. The great grand­
father «>f Mr. Kabiruddin was once Prime Minister of Dharampore Stale, aud while in that
pa>ilion hr rendered valuable services to the British Raj during the Pimlarce wars. The educa­
tion of Mr. Kabiruddin was undertaken by his uncle, who was serving in Khnndesh at that
lime. He t-::::;ht him San-krit as his second language for the Matriculation Examination. Mr.
Mir Chir ghmldin. who was himself a highly educated man, with liberal views and refined
taste, discerned in his nephew signs of genius, coupled with sharpness and a quick grasp of
surroun ling circumstances. Mr. Kabiruddin was placed in Mahaboob College, but he was
withdrawn from there by his uncle and sent to England to compete for the Indian Civil Service
Examination. Having failed to pass this examination he joined Gray’s Inn, and was called to
the Bar in June, 1S95 He was sworn in as an Advocate of the Bombay High Court in Septem­
ber. 5. ami in the next month he was engaged in the celebrated Dhulia Riot Case, ami this
ca.-e -i.ddishrd his legal reputation. Since then he has been engaged in several important

ii and criminal ca-es in Bombay and elsewhere.
While in England, Mr. Kabiruddin attended the meetings of the London County Council

a::.i made a careful study of the subject of local self-government. He takes a keen interest in
social questions relating to the Indians in general and to the Mahomedans in particular, ami lie
1- a keen supporter of female education amongst the Mahomedans. While in London he
'• .mi .. number of the National Indian Association, and he still continues to be a member of
tlie Bombay Brau.h of that Association. He was a member of the Central Mahomedan Asso-
c: known as the Anjumau-i-Islam. London. and he was elected Honorary Secretary, then

- -I :, bb.-nt ami finally President of that body. He was a member of the London Indian
> ty. < ' '.;iiL Mr. D.idnbhoy Nowrojev was President, and he became Honorary Secretary

.. V’c.-Prisidrnt of that Ixxly also. He belonged to the Indian Brotherhood of Total
Ab-t.im r- if v.lxich Mr. Caine was President

Mr. K i K »biruddin was returned, in 1898, a member of the BombayMunicip.il Cor-
r <ir >.!.<•!. - a icprt- n'.ative of Byculla Ward. His popularity among the Mahomedans will be
• d ;■ m fact that, though eight candidates wire in the field, lie stood at the head of
th ' • Sm e h. ■ election he has taken an active part in the deliberations of the Coqioration.

oa'.Lri.’.k of Plague lie has rendered valuable assistance to the various plague
1 IL? 1 vf the four Mahomedans whose names were mentioned in the Annual
PL. ?.• ;• •!’ Sir J dm Campbell, and he was made a special plague authority for East
!’ :::* H< . . Mem’i.T of the Managing Committee of the Presidency Association, Bombay.

... ; the <lt.i’h <>f the Honorable Mr. Dharamsev, Mr Kazi Kabiruddin was elected
II :: Secretin t.f the Anjuman-i-lslatn, Bombay. Being u member of the school committee
• • ’ -t ■■ . ■ <-• the Anjumau-i-Islam High Schools and two branches of the .same.

In th* ;.<-ar \ the Government of I«ord Sandhurst math- Mr. Kabiruddin a Justice of
th.- 1 z c L.-r the Tov.11 arid I-l.md of Bombay.

Khan Bahadur Kazi Shahabudin is the son of the late Banda Kazi, Kazi Ibrahim, of
Savant Wadi, a small Native State in the Southern Mahratta country, and was born in 1832.
His father belonged to an Arab Kuresh family which settled in that part of India several cen­
turies ago. Having received a sound education—latterly at the Poona College ami the
Engineering School—Mr. Shahabudin's abilities attracted notice in high quarters and he was
appointed head clerk at Bhooj, under Colonel Sir G. Le Grand Jacob, Political Agent of the
Wadi State. Shortly afterwards, he was appointed Secretary to a Council of Regency, which
had for its President the late General Trevelyan, Political Agent, and which was formed for the
conduct of the affairs of the Stale of Kutch. Mr. Shahabudin’s services were especially valued
by this Council. The tact and energy displayed by him during the troublous times of the
Mutiny resulted in his being offered an appointment in the Educational Department of Sind.
but the Political Agent wrote saying that Mr. Shahabudin could not then be spared. Subse­
quently, however, his zeal and aptitude were recognized by his appointment as an assistant iu
the Revenue and Financial Department of the Bombay Secretariat. His rise, as an official, from
that time was speedy. He became a first-class mamlaldar in Gujarat, and two years later,
having passed the higher examination with credit, he was appointed Deputy Collector of Surat,
under Mr. (afterwards Sir) Theodore Hope, who was then Collector of the district.

By reason of the impression caused by the excellent manner in which he performed his
duties as head clerk to the Political Agent, and as secretary to the Council of Regency in Kutch,
His Highness the Rao selected Mr*. Shahabudin to fill the important position of Minister when
that post became vacant in 1868. Owing to the strained relations between the Rao ami the
Political Agent, in what was known as the “ Bhayad-Case,” Mr. Shahabudin was sent to
England, where his presence smoothed the way for a satisfactory settlement of the case.
Whilst in London Mr. Shahabudin acted as honorary secretary to the East India Association for
nearly three years, and for two years he was professor of Oriental languages at the University
College. London. He also gave evidence before the Parliamentary Committee appointed to
enquire into the financial condition of India. When he was about to return to India in 1873,
he received an appointment as attache to Sir Barlie Fcere’s Mission to Zanzibar for the.suppres­
sion of the slave trade, and during the time he was with the Mission he acted as special corres­
pondent lo the London Daily Telegta/di. He then returned to Kutch and resumed his duties
as Minister, but shortly afterwards he was constrained to resign.

Mr. Shahabudin's next political office was Assistant to the Dewan of Baroda in the
administration of the affairs of that state and in this connection he highly distinguished him­
self for ability, tact, and judgment.

In 1877 the title of Khan Bahadur was conferred upon him by the Viceroy, and in 1880
his services were further recognized by his appointment to the ConijKinionsliip of the Order of
the Indian Empire. In April, 1SS1, Khan Bahadur Shahabudin, O. I. E., was appointed by the
Maharaja of Baroda to lie his Minister, but in July. 1SS6, owing to ill-health he resigned this
position and retired on a handsome pension. In September, 18S6, he was appointed by His
Excellency Lord Reay a Member of the Legislative Council, and he was also selected by the
Viceroy as a member of the Public Service Commission. The Khan Bahadur is a Fellow of the
Bombay University and a Justice of the Peace.

BombayMunicip.il


Dr. Ismail Jan Mahomed, J. P.

>asS&S^
traw£ 7iKS5S~s=«fd UG during the early seventies. fully confirmed the prediction of a brilliant and
in Irk, hl • .n,alncuIale<l *« lSSo and soon afterward joined the Grant Medical College.

3 he won the Anderson Scholarship, next year he carried off the Reid Scholarship for pro­
ficiency in midwifery, and the following year he took the first-class Maclean Scholarship, and
silver medal, besides obtaining most flattering testimonials from his Profess.»r>. Drs. Hatch.
v-'ll? J)r-.^‘rp ,nttk,nK b«m a presentation personally in appreciation of his

skillful knowledge of midwifery. Dr. Ismail has since occupied .several public medical positions

Dk. Ismaii. Jan Mahomed, J. P.

distinction He was for five years a teacher of botany, malena medica ami anatomy m
Grant Medical College. subsequently being appointed Honorary .Suigeon to the J.I. llo.pit d.
mil wasa University Examiner continuously lor five years. In 1.S95 he was eksled a member
o 1 e Bombay Municipal Corporation, and the same year saw linn nomin Hi d a bellow of th;
Itombav V liversitv Two years later lie was elected a member of the .Standing Committee 01Bombay 111 e . • . ■ ,, jHIlaj| isa Freemason, a cautious but canie-t social reform':.
the Municipal C rj ■ ■• f independent attitude, with a practical manner
of tacrine p ddic r^tiX ami his connection iilh the Munieipdity 1, .J been re-mm-dde
of tackling p 1 h.nt.e,|e4 reform. When only twenty-sewn years of ago he was
for not 11 few lb-'". |(r j-mail ulongs to that section of the community bet

/ s' "kiddiespirited ■■ and his comparative youth gives promise of a mo,I distinguish. I
fmure^ireer uFthe mu'ds 'of his fellow-citizens mid to his own ad,.... ..

Kl.B-ll V'l'll Rl TOMJI Padachvnji. B»q.



kershaspji Rustomji Dadachanji, Esq.

Kershaspji Rustomji Dadachanji was bom at Nowsan- on the twentieth of September,
iS;S tli^re was no school in that town, he was taken at the age of six to Bombay, where
I;;- f.’..7ad .. school fortraining boys in the vernacular, preparatory to their admission into
the Government English School, and Kershaspji was personally trained in this school. In

hnitte 1 into what was then called the Fort Branch ."chool, and in 1858
he entered the Elphinstone Institution. He matriculated 111 November, 1863, and passed the
vartonx u in the Arts course in 1869. He took his LL.B, degree in the following
year, and secured .1 scholarship 111 the College. The Professors who took an interest in him
were Grant. Haghlings, and Bulher. teacher of Latin and History. Soon after taking his B. A.
degree Kcrshxspji was appointed English Teacher in the Sir J. J. Larthosti Madrasai. which

w.. • established in order to give instruction in the sacred languages of the Parsis to
the sons of priests. Amongst hi- pupils who have attained eminence in the community for
tk-.-ir knowledge of the Avota literature are Shehriar Bharucha. Edulji Antia, and Temulji
Anh'._ aria. While prep inng for the M. A. degree Mr. Kershaspji *s eye-sight became affected,
and ;:e v,\i> unable to continue his studies. This misfortune changed the whole of his future
c..:\ er. He accepted the position of Head Master of the Sir Cowasji J. Madrasai al Nowsary in
1872. ar.d remained there till 1875, in which year he obtained an appointment in the Baroda
service. This po.-t wa> procured for him by the exertions of an esteemed and appreciative
friend. Ik- • an Bahadur Laxnion Jagannath. whose friendship he had made while Head-master.
Laxtnon induced Nazi Shih..budin to interest himself in Mr. Kershaspji, and the two, acting
together, persuaded Sir M.tdhnvrao to give him the po-t of Naeb Sulu. Thus two future
dew aits recommend to a third in power one who in sulrsequent years himself attained to the
rank of acting dewan.

In Mr. Kershaspji became Joint Judge of Kadi where there were heavy criminal
arrears lo be disposed of. The scarcity in Baroda in 1S77 occupied the whole of the Suba’s
time ord energies, and Mr. Kershaspji was therefore callefl in to assist in the disposal of the
regular Revenue work. He served thus as Personal Assistant fora few mouths, whence he was
Iran furred to the District Judgeship of Baroda, which he held till 1SS4. For some years Mr.
Ke.; ji lectured on Law subjects to lhe Law Branch of the Vernacular College which had
been v.-kuh-’ietl to impart instruction in the various professions in the vernacular. In 1885 he
was app ;int.- i A* aslant to Mr. Vinayekrao, the Naeb Dewan. He reverted to the judicial
Dep-irlment in r>6. and after two months spent as Acting Police and Settlement Commissioner
he . tr..n fern d l<> the Revenue Department as Suba, in which capacity he served till 1893,
whim he was appointedSecond Judge. As Suba he served in all districts save Baroda.
He was • .-nt specially to Kadi to repress the opposition and disturbance of Devda Barols who
were opposing the Barkhule Measure, and acted twice in the Office of Sir Suba. He was not,
howdr lined to remain long in the Judical Department, as in a year the Naeb Dewanship
fell vacant, ar. 1 a judicial man being necessary for the post, Kershaspji secured the place. At
tii.it time ulfairs were administered by a council during the Maharaja's absence in Europe, and
Mr. Kcx p;i became by virtue of his office a mein1>er of the Council. This was the time
when ’.he Barkhole operations were viewed with dissatisfaction, and much of the time of the
C taken up in receiving and disposing of complaints of aggrieved persons. Mr.
Ell:: t, the Snm-v and Settlement Commissioner, went on leave, and Mr. Kershaspji was. in

’. '.it: . to hi ■ other du’.n , entrusted with the charge of the Barkhole office. The next year
iw another change. The Survey Department was added to the Barkhole, and the N.ieb

’.) am kip v.a-, transferred to another office. In this office Mr. Kershaspji has worked since
; j. h vi::g :n the interval acted as dewan 0:1 twu occasions. While he was Suba and Judge
lie .. /..d twice on -p.i ial duly to Native States, once to inquire into ami report on the

.. :i < . Occup.’.nc' Right of Government cultivators and the desirability of granting full
• .. . Ikr.ation. and the 1 cond time on the constitution of the Mysore Council and Reprc-
. e y. In e..eh ca c a report was submitted.

.1 L.-■.. ;i. Mr. Kenhc: pji ha ; st rvid in the two principal Departments, viz.: the
i. .:.: z ] lhe Ju ’.r; d, tor a considerable period, and has acquired both experience ami

. i. ' • .11.4 details. He’ervcd for shorter periods in the Political and other
’ Hi. ju lit i.il work was favorably noticed by his superior, Sir T. Madhavrao, uml

. • ? S. Melville. who was once Judge of the Punjab Chief Court. In the Revenue
twice \ointt I to act as Sir Suba, ami could have secured the permanent

1 t: .tvhv’.n to enter the Judicial Department. In the Survey and Settle-
: ..rlv fin: hid the • .-ttlcnicnt of the Assessment on the Raj except the

? . .■ ih. . .-it’.cd almo t all alienated lands, and decided many Waler ami Mam
tir.g the excitement prevalent when he lonk charge of the work.
'pre ?nt Child Justice of the Baroda State. Having twice act< d ns

. -m of Ixi’h tin-Maharaja nnd the pvojde of Baroda, it is to Ik- liojK-d
. . . . Min:-lnj» of the Slate bt fore r< tiring from the service.

Krishnarao Antoha Chembulkar, Esq., B. A., J. P.

R. KRISHNARAO ANTOBA CHEMBULKAR is a Hindu be­
longing to the Somwavshi Kshatriya Community. He was
born in Bombay on the twenty-sixth of May, 1846. He
belongs to a highly respectid family which flourished in
the village of Chembur in the island of Salsette. He re­
ceived his early education in the Elphinstone Institution,
ami on the completion of his course there, in 1862, his-
father decided to obtain employment for him, and ns he
was then entirely dependent on his father, he was reluc­

tantly compelled to yield to his wishes. In the meantime, however,
he obtained, at the entrance examination in 1862, a free .studentship in the
Elphinstone College. Being desirous of acquiring a higher education, he

entered that college, ami, after six months' study, secured a scholarship. He passed his
matriculation examination in 1862, the first examination in arts in l8€6, and his B. A. in 1868.
He joined the Educational Department as Second Assistant Master in the Surat High School
in July, 1S6S, but as his health failed, he resigned that apjxdntment in March, 1869. He
then joined the Revenue Department of the Secretariat as an Assistant Superintendent, and
by dint of hard work he rose to be a Sujurrintendent. On the fifth of Febniary, 1892, he
was promoted to be acting Assistant Secretary to Government in the Revenue, Financial, and
General Department, which is the highest post in the administration branch of the Secre­
tariat, to which even a native of culture and ability may aspire. He was confirmed in that post
in June. 1803. In the meantime Government was .pleaded to appoint him a Justice of the Peace
for the city of Bombay.

The year 1897 brought for Mr. Krishnarno an academic honor, as he was appointed a
Fellow of the Bombay University. This distinction had never before lieen conferred on any of
the members of his community. He is the first graduate and the first Fellow of the University
in his community, and the members of his family are justly proud of him on that account, and
it is only filling that a getk-men holding such a conspicuous position in his community should
command, as he does, respect from all those who appreciate what these distinctions mean.
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HE Lite Mr. Khur . tj ■ Nu grwatr e Sir.

of the Lite Sir Nu-.cnvanj-..* • the ::...i.c.l ’

Lite Khunderac, G.iekwar of i .■ i- e’/.

Bombay at the El ph it: High 5.1: :l. . :

at the Elphmstnne Colkge, v.!;.:- hv i.

student of English literature. He -nt. red G .

vice tn tSbb, and w.i. appointed I.t..r . Tax •

recommendation of the Hou. Mr. E. W ,

Augu-l. tSS2, the duties 1'1 Ii:-p . 1 - I cl . .

porarily added to his cilice. On'/..:.: i •

the income tax was rvimposcd, he was appointed to the re .ib'.v J .... C-i

position he held with marked success until his dvath-
Mr. Sirvai was not only wry popular among the native nmuimmiy ' ..

respect ami admiration of all who came in emit ivl with him. am’ they were ■

mans He was appointed by Government a number - : the I’ ; .• .! C< <

H11 gi. it interest m sport, md i•.. m i rt i •' ’ ■ • teeof tl
in.! of the committee for the .selection of the I’ar-wCra kel L-.’.evca. who ;•...•

with the rrv^iileuvy eleven, lie a’.w iys ’.ru .1 h:> ui;:: ' tuv. .i. - t.. I. i

among his co-relig’.o;H<s.

From the er.d of 1S9* M Uh* nmld’.c ut i‘ r> Mr. 5.t /. f

time by trawling in E '.'.oi . visiting the | rtm ip .1 citu ■
Mr Sirvai <iivl on. the twenty- -i o-ad m J urn. f

attack ol fever—in lev i rime of ln> m > lie -I, i.. m , 1 1 ' *• ' d

testifying to the tlvep regret of Hu- p. nvi.d o>mmum’.' .' L. ' '■ > ’•! ;

as one ot the brightest orn imvnts of l‘ne . i.t. : .’



The Lath Khursetjee Nusserwanjee Sirvaj. Esq.

The Rev. Dr. D. Mackichan, M. A., D. D., Principal of Wilson College.

The subject of this sketch takes rank among the foremost educationists of the present
time who have worked zealously for the spread of higher education among the Natives in the
Bombay Presidency. The Rev.'Dr. Mackichan has rendered invaluable service to the educated
classes in Bombay, and has throughout his career followed in the footsteps of the late Rev. Dr.
John Wilson of pious memory—the pioneer among the missionaries in this Presidency. Dr.
Mackichan was bom in 1851. He entered the University of Glasgow atari early age. and took
the first place in Greek, Mathematics, Physics, and English Literature. Several years were
devoted by him to the study of Physics under Sir William Thomson, now Lord Kelvin. The
results of these researches were published later on in the Transactions of the Royal Society.
Ou completing his theological studies in Scotland, he proceeded to Germany, and studied
under Delitzsch, Luthardt, and Kapnis at the University of Leipzig. There he acquired a
thorough mastery of the German language, and became conversant with the methods of German
University education.

Dr. Mackichan left Scotland in 1S75 for India as a Missionary of the Free Church of Scot­
land. and joined the staff of the Free General Assembly’s College as Professor of Mathematics
and Science. This Institution was developed in 1861 into a High School and College from an
English school for Native youths which had been founded by Dr. Wilson as early as 1832. Dr.
Wilson was at that time the Principal of this College. At the close of his first furlough in
18S3 the Rev. D. Mackichan received the degree of D. D from his University, and on his
return to India in 1884 he was appointed Principal of the College. During his Principalship
the College attained to such efficiency, and the number of students increased to such an extent,
that the accommodation in the old building in Khetwadi was soon found to be insufficient.
Thus the idea originated of having a new building for the College. It was through the zeal and
untiring energy of Dr. Mackichan that one of the best sites in the city was procurer! from Govern­
ment at Chowpatim, facing the sea. Though not very far from the buzz of the Native town,
the picturesque College building occupies a quiet corner in a healthy and uncrowded part of
Back Bay. During his visit to Scotland Dr. Mackichan raised the greater portion of the funds
required* for the erection of this building—several Native Princes of Western India also con­
tributing liberally. The ceremony of opening the new building was performed by Lord Reay,
the Governor of Bombay, on March 14, 1889, and the College was designated "The Wilson
College ” in memory of its founder. The building, including the external laboratory, was
erected at a cost of Rs. 1,81,000, of which Rs. 85,000 was advanced by Government. An idea
of the high state of efficiency which this College has reached through the untiring efforts of
Dr. Mackichan can be formed by comparing the attendance in 1875 of hardly forty students,
with the four hundred and more on the Roll in 1S96.

In 1882 Dr. Mackichan gave important evidence before the Education Commission in
Calcutta, and was consulted with regard to the new Grant in-aid Code of the Bombay Govern­
ment, which arose out of the recommendation of the Commission. In iSSSthe Government of
Lord Reay appointed him Vice-Chancellor of the University of Bombay. Whilst holding this
high office, from 188910 1SS0, business of great importance and difficulty engaged the attention
that learned body, and, on the termination of his tenure of office, Dr. Mackichan was compli­
mented by Lord Harris on the manner in which he had discharged his duties during his Vice-
Chancellorship. As Dean and Syndic in Arts, Dr. Mackichan has devoted special atttention
to the advancement of scientific education in connection with the University. To popularized
science, public lectures on scientific subjects have been organized under the auspices of the
Wilson College Literary Society. These useful Lecture series have continued since 1SS7 and
have become popular with the public. Dr. Mackichan had acquired proficiency in Marathi—
the leading vernacular of the Presidency, and this led to his selection as Chairman of the
Revision Committee of the Bible Society. In the initiation of this inqxntant work of Trans­
lation Revision he had no inconsiderable share. Dr. Mackichan is also covnersant with the
Classical Sanscrit of Hindustan, having devoted some of his time to this study, both in India
and at the Berlin University. During the year 1898 he delivered the Wilson Philological
lectures on Sanscrit and Prakrit languages derived from it. As a teacher, although a strict
disciplinarian, he has endeared himself to his many pupils, and is very popular with the various
Professors of the College.

The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Mackichan are well known among the poorer Indian students
for the ready help extended to them. The fatherly interest manifested at all times by this
popular Principal and his wife toward the past and present students of Wilson College accounts
m no small degree for the love and esteem in which they are so justly held by the rising
Indian youth.
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The Rev. Dr. D. Mackichan, M A.. D. D.

The Late MjJIijvJjs Rugnathda>, I:sq., J. P.

Mr. Madhavdas belonged to one of those familic • of the K.c. i. c .-
among the earliest to settle in Bombay. His tattler was a v.l:.I Me
products that were at one time largely used by native* of the Presidency . ? \
bom in Bombay in 1830. He received his early training in a Gujtrail <::
students being the late Mr. Karsandas Mulji, who was one o: the p:o::-. ;?> < f
reform in the Bombay Presidency. Mr. Madhavdxs after completing
employed as an apprentice in a Native firm. He then wished to trade ea h; •
his father, though well-to-do, declined to assist him be can ? he held h-.U redox c: in n
social customs prevalent in his caste. However, with the small cat of ?. . ;
his grandmother, Mr. Madhavdas made a start in life as it dealer m Chuir
he traded in partnership with Mr. Kars.md.as Mulji, but later on he carried cn hi .
when Mr. Karsandas went to England. It may be added that Mr. M.:..
business with no encouragement, but by rare tenacity of pur p. and excellent i a
he succeeded in developing his trailc to a large extent. Hisiathu practically
on account of his advanced views in social matters, by bequeathing . large .
elder brother (Mr. Madhavdxs’ uncle.', leaving Mr. Mudh ivd.<. • .1 c«-mp r-liwly •:::
All these circumstances, however, in noway daunted thespint or ch :i.,;d tile <
of the young reformer.

To the columns of the “Aa/ya a Gujarati weekly j - ‘ ■
Karsandas Mulji in <865, and devoted to the cause of Hindu -uci.'.l ref. . Mr. M. I:
contributed articles on " Child-marriage ” and “ Enforced-w.dov.hmHl." H?
of Karsandas Mulji in the well-known Maharaja l.il.el c- and a •■. ted him
defence. In 1S71 he advocated the remarriage of widows, which subject w • t. . . c.
sensation among the Gujarati Bantas. He suffered much from the oil-. x 1" ;
caste, to which he belonged, but he bore it all patienth and omr.i-;;i-u !v. He
widow-remarriage reformer, but a supporter of social nterrn m general. Aim I
Banias there are many absurd customs in connection with muni.: ;-c. .. • well -.-
these he took care to discourage wherever he s iv. tli.it they t. r.ded lo J :< dv.cc v.
Madhavdas was n man of philanthropic nature, ami he gave •up; to 1 1
acquiring an education In his usual unostentatious wav, he .• ar irt .. h ::
devoted to charitable purposes. It is <i:d that about twenty-dvr w-yW-ie::: ar.
celebrated under his auspices. He named his building hi G:rg r.:::: ** Th? V.; . 1..
Hall."

Mr. Madhavilas died in iS‘A at the agent ixlv i ; 'i'.'.- > u .• • f Ilin ai
suffered a heavy loss by his death, as it hist one of the mol cam.yge.r, »?:; I . : ’ . . <.
champions of the Hindu widow marriage movement "n 1 -• 'ar 1 It
genuine hatred for shams of any kind and never In :t:ite<l to cn- o • lb. m. Hi-::
in the ailvancement of the cause of mh ia! reform by fair I..’.: 1, . .
“Age of Con nt Bill*' 1 •- I. ii»d k. • •• 1
Sir Andrew Scoble, the great •••.ipporter of the bill. II? grc.illy wi
Hume established in Bomb ly a di-ire which probably hi incn.: ■ ' -
effect by raising a fund in his memory. His fn 4 <1 le-J.o.; h.. ; ; •
of his own caste, the pre-ent chiet medical i-'i.a. i <:t ’duf ■: a.- 1
educated at Mr. Madhavdas* exp- ira. both 1:. :.•.::: 1 1 : Ea ’

It is ;'J Stifyir.;, to note th it Mr. Bh 1 ti:. ■ M
graduate of the Bomluy University, is followi:ig m tin f ... : '
cause ot widow leiiiarriagc ami social reform > :u.-.:U.
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Tin: Lath Madhavhas Rvcnatiidas, Esq., J. P.

The Late Rao Bahadur Sheth Maganbhai kararnchaiul.

HETH MAGANBHAI KARAMCHAND, the founder of the well-
known firm of bankers, Karamchand Premchand, of Bombay and

Ahmedabad, had five children, of whom Maganbhai, the eldest,
was born in 1823. His father died when he was but eleven
years old, so that he had to begin commercial life earlier than
is usual with boys. In spite of his youth he was soon able to
manage his business, being aided by his younger brother,
Molibhai. He lost his brother and sister within a fortnight 

of each other, in 1851, but he bore the loss manfully. Al the age
of twenty he joined Sheth Hatbising Kesarising in organizing a

great pilgrimage, known as the *’Sluing,” for Punch Tirthi. Cholera, 
however, broke out amongst this large concourse of men, women and 

children, who were moving from place to place of acknowledged religious sanctity, and the 

tour had to be abandoned.
Sheth Maganhhai then went to Bombay, where he made the acquaintance of the first

Sir Jamsetjce Jeejeebhoy, with whose love of charity he became imbued, and actuated by the
example he established a girls’ school at Ahmedabad in a cost of Rs. zo.cxxj. He made a hand­
some contribution towards the funds of the Gujarat Provincial College, but those funds having
since been transferred to the Gujarat College a scholarship is now awarded in this College,
called "The Rao Bahadur Maganbhai Karamchand Scholarship," for Government, in recogni­
tion of the above mentioned act of charity, had been pleased to confer upon Sheth Maganbhai
the personal title of ” Rao Bahadur,” which hail a much higher value in those days than now.
Government were also pleased to present him with a gold medal at a Durbar, presided over by
Mr: Harrison, the then District Judge.

Sheth Maganbhai was anxious to spread the knowledge of Jainism in his own commu­
nity with a view to creating amongst the people a love for their religion, ami for this purpose he
founded a "Jain Sala.” He had very great faith in his religion, and it was this faith that
induced him to visit the shrines at Junagadh ami Palitana in 1S55, and at Kesariaji in 1864,
when he was followed by a number of devout pilgrims. Sheth Maganbhai spent considerable
money in building a Jain Temple in Ahmedabad called the Temple of Ashtapadji, and another
temple on the hill of Satrunjaya, a well-known Jain place of sanctity* in Kathiawar. Shortly
Ixrfore his death he devoted a lakh of rujiees to different religious and charitable puqioscs.

Having no male issue Sheth Maganbhai adopted as his heirs Jethabhai, a son of his
daughter, Samaralhbai, and Sarabhai, a son of his niece, Chanchalbai. He died in 1S64 at the
early age of forty-one, having done a great deal of good during his short life.
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The Hon. Mr. Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade, M. A., LL. B., C. I. E. The Late Mahomedbhoy Rowji, Esquire, J. P.

Rao Bahadur Mahadev Govind Ranade was one of the most distinguished students of
the Bora' ay E’phinslone College and disclosed early in life the high promise of his future
career. He look great interest in many different branches of learning in his acidemic days,

I fa:;:..] time, after the ordinary duties of his college life, to study various standard works of
literature, science. history and Oriental learning. He passed the University examinations with
credit c.::C distinction, and after taking his Master of Arts and his Bachelor of Laws degrees he
went up for the .Advocate’s examination of the Bombay High Court. He did not, however,
; ractice at the Bar for any great length of time, for he was one of those, who, finding the prolonged
•'truggi-■ ;1 the precarious existence of the Bar too much for them in the early days of their
j career, sought a safe refuge in the haven of Government employment Mr.
1L . ;- 1_-’ ■ cm ci al career began as far kick as the 28th of May, 1S66, when he joined the Bombay
E ir.cati :i Department In iS6s he was selected to fill the appointment of Junior Professor of
English Literature in the Bombay Elphinstone College. This did not look like the beginning
o: then, id to the High Court Bench, but his career took a new turn when he was appointed
Acting A: ’Slant Law Reporter in the Bombay High Court, from which appointment lie was
• :• >:^d !■> an Acting Magistracy in the City of Bombay. In June, 1872, he was permanently

d a Subordinate Judge in the Judicial Department, and held this office with distinction
till 1 s . He v.a. also vested with Small Cause Courts powers, and he exercised the final juris-
d.rti'jn ■ f_• Courts which are so much dreaded in the Indian mofussil with much discretion.
He v.o> the acting chief Presidency Magistrate of Bombay from January till March, 18S1. and
h - was then placed on special duty, being appointed, under the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief
Act. to pact. nd sajjervi-e the Lower Courts in Poona and Satara. He was made Judge of
t?. . Court of Small Causes at Poona in 1884, and was in charge of the duties of Law Lecturer

the D ccan C dirge at Pi/ona from January till April, 1S83. He was appointed a member of
the Fn:.:nce Committee under the Presidency of Sir Charles Elliott, in 18S7, and in that
c.ipa'.nt;. a . . : ;lrd many different parts of India. As a mark of recognition of his labors on the
I sr.ai.cv Committee—for his cool head and clear judgment enabled him to do a good deal

.:.il v.ork -he v.a made a Companion of the Indian Empire during Lord Dufferin’s
regimv. He . confirme . a Special Judge under the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, in

In Mr. Ranade w.. apjM»:tilvd a puisne Judge of the Bombay High Court, in succes-
•: to the late "If- Justin Tclang. his selection meeting with general approval, as Mr. Ranade
i—d -:i known and rveognized as a man of culture and ability, as an acute and accurate
tkir.kw. and . enthusiastic worker in the cau.se of social reform. He belongs to that
forward choo! of • .coal reformers who would not hesitate to invoke the aid <»f the legislature,
-f L.-.db?. ’o r.-muw the social evils whose existence ami demoralizing effects they feel so
j-. Mr. Ranade turn., his attention with equal enthusiasm to the subjects of infant

. . • . I - remarnagc, the excv-. ivc expenditure attending the marriages ami deaths of
" ’. . at: J <..’1 r rial matters, with the object of enlightening public opinion on the perni-
• -ix-t :n "... juc in connection with theta- subjects.

Th-* ' It. Jic.-l- Ranade i*. an orthodox Mahrati Brahmin lie is simple and quiet
• i- ’ - --.a fluent ar.d ready debater, an eminent lawyer, an able ami highly respected

........I couv.-r -itsonalL’. He i a keen observt r of human nature, exceedingly
-t very practical, and both officially ami socially is generally popular.

Among those who, by disinterested charities, endeared themselves to the public of
Bombay, Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji (a wealthy and influential Khoja gentleman of that city)
was worthy of the highest praise, lie was not one of those so-called philanthropists who,
regardless of the crying wants of their own countrymen, engage in works of so-called charity,
with no belter aim than that of acquiring an undeserved fame and whose charity is also too
often only bestowed in pursuit of titles and honors. The need of such men as Mr. Mahom­
edbhoy Rowji, who contribute their mite toward the relief of their destitute fellow-creatures
for charity’s sake, and who do works of public utility for no other reason than that they are
pleasing to God and useful to man, is most keenly felt in every community, and it may be
truly said that in the case of the Khoja body such a need was well met by Mr. Mahomedbhoy,
whose benevolences are in the truest sense of the term enlightened and endearing charities

Mr. Mahomedbhoy was born in Bombay in the year 1830. His father, Rowjibhoy
Jecwanee, was originally an inhabitant of Cutch, but subsequently removed, for purposes of
trade, to Bombay. He enjoyed the position of “ Mukhi’’or chief of the community. Mr.
Mahomedbhoy, while only five years of age, was, according to the custom of the Khoja
community, betrothed to Labai, a daughter of Mr. Dhunjibhoy Kunnalee, who was a distin­
guished merchant of great influence, and who bore the title of ” Varas.” a name given as a
mark of great honor to but one individual in the Khoja community. He was recognized by
the government of his time as the leading representative of the Khojas. Mr. Mahomedbhoy
was the first Khoja gentleman who made a voyage to China, where he established a branch
of his mercantile firm. Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji received very valuable assistance from his
father-in-law, to whose excellent example and advice he partly attributes his own success in
life. Mr. Mahomedbhoy lost his father when but twelve years of age. He was sent to school
and had to content himself with a fairly good knowledge of his mother tongue In the year
1S46, Mr. Mahomedbhoy married Labai, to whom, as previously mentioned, he had been
betrothed. Under the guidance of his father-in-law, Mr. Mahomedbhoy acquired a good
knowledge of business and, in the year 1S53, along with others, he established a business in
China. Various differences between the partners, however, necessitated the dissolution of
the firm three years later, and Mr. Mahomedbhoy commenced business on his own account,
and, by dint of intelligence, integrity and diligence, he succeeded in making a large fortune
in a few years. In the year 1867, Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji lost his father-in-law, Mr.
Dhunjibhoy Kunnalee, in honor of whose memory he distributed in charity, large sums
among the poor. His Highness the Aga Khan, whom the Khojas revere as their spiritual
head and the vicegerent of their Prophet on earth, assisted at the funeral ceremony, spoke
highly of the valued services the late Mr. Dhunjibhoy had rendered to the Khoja community,
and subsequently His Highness conferred robes of honor and “Khilals ” on Mr. Ebrahimbhoy,
the son of Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji. who was then a minor, and appointed him heir to the
” Varasship,” which the deceased Mr. Dhunjibhoy Kunnalee had enjoyed, with authority to
Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji to discharge the duties of the ” Varasship,” during his son’s minor­
ity. On the occasion of the marriage of Mr. Ebrahimbhoy, which took place in 1876, Mr.
Mahomedbhoy distributed large sums in charity among the poor.

As it is considered the duty of every pious Khoja to visit the tomb of Imam Iloosein,
the grandson of the Prophet, at least once in his life, Mr. Mahomedbhoy, in the year 1878,
went with his family on a pilgrimage to ” Kerbala,” the holy land of the Moslems, ami
visited, en route many interesting places associated with the birth or memory of the departed
saints of the Mahomedans. Mr. Mahomedbhoy liberally distributed alms wherever he went,
and returned to Bombay after nine months. Mr. Mahomedbhoy’s public charities date from
the year 1883, *n «'di °f them he seems unswervingly to have followed the golden adage,
” Charity begins at home.” They were all intended to ameliorate, ns far as possible, the
condition of the destitute section of the Khoja community and all of them filled long-fell
wants. Nothing could be more in the spirit of enlightened charily than the readiness with
which Mr. Mahomedbhoy settled, in trust, a valuable and commodious house in Bombay for
the purpose of accommodating, free of rent, as many as fifty Khoja families. This institu­
tion is largely taken advantage of by respectable middle class families of the community and
it promises to be, for a very long time to come, a true blessing to them. The house remains
fully occupied almost always, and that in itself is sufficient to show how needful such an
institution was to the community to which the donor belonged. There are indeed instances of
many natives having given houses for accommodating the poorer classes at low rents, but it
is only fair to sav that it was reserved for Mr. Mahomedbhoy to lead the way in providing
accommodation for poor families of a community entirely free of rent. The wholesome
example set by Mr. Mahomedbhoy, in this direction, was followed, some years later, by a
munific nt lady of the Parsec community, who gave bv way of charity, a house intended to
l>e an a ylum to Parser widows. No establishment oi tile kind, however, it maybe men­
tioned, . v • in 188' and this mode of assisting the poor may be regarded as having
original-.d, so l.u B<rmbi\ i. concerned, with Mr. Mahomedbhoy. There may be, in
linglami and el -uht ■ hoc s of such character, but unfortunnk-h the natives of
India arc not !<- ■ > d - > the need of such institutions. They are inclined to found
charitable work-, winch are nut m> much needed, but which bring the donors mure to the
notice of the public. From the nature of Air. Mahomedbhoy’s charities it will be easily
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KhoiaVre .o tin. I . ”f V°"- ,'":'"lx:rs nf the community, are defrayed? Hundreds of
k.nojas reap tile benefit of this chanty.
■ lSTl,a.?rI,h“,1,"S‘: for ,cllil<{r}:n of th'Khoja community, founded by Mr. Mahomedbhoy
,I, ”.U,cl1«"‘ ear him, not only to people of his own particular creed, but t'o
' ?i . resllIrc"l5r°r Bombay. In founding this orphanage, Mr. Mahomedbhoy had in

‘ lllc. '“o ,° ,e!! forgotten truth that poverty is frequently a parent of immorality and
enme, and that children left without parents and without means of support, often drill into
a nte of entne and vice, because they have no means of obtaining an education and are
precluded in after life, from obtaining employment Very often hunger and misery came
the first downward step, and institutions, such as the orphanage founded by Mr. Mahomed-
bfioy, remove poor orphans from tempbition, and must have a highly beneficial effect on
the whole community. It provides, a comfortable home for children at a lime when the
character is most susceptible to the influence of good or evil. If care is exercised in the
selection of persons to preside oyer such institutions there is no doubt that the influence for
good must predominate. The institution was opened on the twenty-third of March, 1890.
lx*fore a large concourse of influential native gentlemen. His Highness the Aga Khan, who
presided on the occasion, spoke in terms of high eulogy of the wealthy ami venerable donor,
and expatiated on the countless blessings which the institution would confer on the Khoja
community, ami warmly exhorted the natives to follow in the footsteps of Mr. Mahomedbhoy
and, by similar charities lighten, as far as possible, the heavy burdens of human suffering.
His Highness referred in eloquent terms to the " Sikhakluma," which is a resting-place estab­
lished by Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji nt Hassanabad, and to the similar charities founded by
him at “ Kerbala” and elsewhere. This institution is named after his father-in-law, Mr.
Dhunjibhoy Kunnalee, to whom Mr. Mahomedbhoy owed so much. His Highness, in con­
clusion. presented two rich shawls to Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji and his son, Mr. Ebrahimbhoy,
and said that in founding the charities, Mr. Mahomedbhoy hat! followed the noble example of
his father-in-law and of his ancestors, who had earned numerous honors for the valuable
services they had rendered to their community.

On tlic twenty-sixth of February, 1S93, the Khoja community presented an address to
Mr. Mahomedbhoy in the presence of a large and imposing gathering at which all the native
communities were represented. A large fund had been collected for the purpose and many
gladly came forward to pay a tribute of respect to a modest and worthy citizen. The address
was enclosed in a silver casket. Other addresses from the inhabitants of Cutch and from
several other parts of India were also presented on the same occasion. Shortly before the
conclusion of the ceremony robes of honor and “ Khilats,” received from His Highness the
Aga Khan, who, owing to a bereavement, was unable to attend, were presented to Mr. M.diom-
edbhov and his son, Mr. Ebrahimbhoy, amid loud applause.

In the year 1894, Mr. Mahomedbhoy opened a sanitarium al Poona for the benefit of his
community. It is situated on a breezy and salubrious site. The opening ceremony was held
on the twenty-seventh of September, 1894, and was presided over by His Highness the Aga
Khan. His Highness again dwelt on the liberal and sympathetic disposition of the founder
who had done so much to deserve well of the public, ami expressed n wish that he would h\e
long enough to increase the number of his charities. We might add that the sum given by Mr.
Mahomedbhoy in public and private charities w;as a very large one.

The late Mr. Mahomedbhoy Rowji lost his wife in March, 1S96. after a happy married
life of fifty-two years, and on the first of May, 189S, he himself passed away, having lived to
the good old age’ of three score years and ten. He was a truly religious man ami lived a very
retireil life for some years before his death. He was held in high esteem by everyone who
knew him. He was a Justice of the Peace for the town and Is mid of Bombay. After his
death and at the " third-day ” (orzar.it) of his funeral ceremony, his various benefactions were
announced by Mr. Kamadia Ismailbhoy Casstini to a large gathering of the community
assembled at the Khoja Jaimilkllana. The Khoja Dliunjlldloy Kermah s Orphanage. ol winch
Mr Mahomedbhoy was the founder, mid which supports from twenly-li.e to thirty children.
received two properties, one situated al I'.dlow Gully and one at Kliadak. tn addition to tire
three nronerlics with which it had been endowed by Mr. Mahomtdbb.oy during his hktime.
A dS o «« n 1 ees was given to the Orph mage in addition. The S mil .num al Poon j
it; the ore oflh“ KI™j£ whichthe also cstal.1ilh.al mid endowed race ived ya... rm ami
the sum of 301 rupees was left to the book fund of the Khoja Muljlbhov J. yraj Re .ding K.amt
and Library Gifts for charitable objects in Mecca, Medina, Kerbell... N nil. mid other plac. -
“?cred o Jlussulmm.-, were..Im. be.pieatlnd. Mr. Mahomedbhoy I.an.kd over the manage-
n ent of his business some vests before Ins death to Ins son, Mr. Ibrahmibhoy.

Ms ImiMiisniliov Mahomuduiiov Rowji was born in Hominy on the twenty l.mith.d
M iv tS6l and educated there abo, receiving the u-u.ll instruction in Arabic. I . ; ■ ■ I rdu.
ind Guhrari in addition to his mother longue. He al o reee.v.d a ■ .1 . .. .l.oa ». Ike
Fuelisl. lanr'llv'e After completing his scholastic career, he entered le. alhvl ■•bu pre -. and
wre made an irtnerin the firm, which is now earned on under tire title o MMtmmdbho.
Rowji % Co Mr. Ibrahimbl.o. took full advantage of his opportunities, mid he now sup. rm-
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Among the many rich anil noble families that fled to India on account of the oppression
of Hajjaj Bin Yusuf, in Arak-i-Arah, the Makbah family was the principal. The Makhahs on
account of their general merit and respectability soon regained their past glory and influence,
after having settled in India. This family made a name for themselves, and won rewards for
their loyal and creditable services to the British Government, when the English first became
the paramount power in this country.

Mr. Mahomed Ibrahim Makbah was the leading member of the family. He was
appointed the Mir-i-Munshi, a high and coveted post at that time, and he served Govern­
ment in tins capacity for about twenty-eight years. In recognition of his services he was
rewarded by grants of jagirs. He was conversant with the English, Hindi, Urdu, Arabic,
Persian, Mnhrathi, Gujarati, ami Hindustani languages, and when a member of the Board of
Education, he took an active part in the preparation ami publication of instructive books. In
1834 he was elected a member of the Elphinstone College Council, ami in 1840 was ap]>ointed a
member of the Boards of Education and of Conservancy. For his services he received several
testimonials from the Government, in one of which the following occurred: "The Right
Honorable the Governor in Council participates in the regret which is felt by the Board at the
retirement of Mr. Makbah, and I am desired to request that the thanks of Government
may be conveyed to him for his valuable ami gratuitous services rendered as a member of the
Board, ami his philanthropic efforts during the long period of thirty-one years to promote
Native Education.’’ Mr Mahomed Ibrahim keenly advocated the education of the masses.
ami left large funds in trust for the purpose of maintaining three schools, where primary
education is imparted to Mahomedan children.

Mr. Mahomed Ibrahim Makbah left two sons, Mahomed Ismail, and Sheikh Ahmed, but,
after his death, Sheikh Ahmed, the second son, was considered the head of the family. Sheikh
Ahmed was famous for his knowledge of religion ami law. He was an Arabic scholar and
owned a large collection of Arabic lx>oks. He made an enviable reputation as a philosopher.
He left behind him four sous, viz..: Mahomed Hassan Makbah, the present head of the family,
Mahomed Syed, Mahomed Habib, ami Mahomed Akbar.

Mr. Mahomed Hassan Makbah. the eldest son of Ahmed Sheikh Makbah, was bom in
Bombay in 1871. He was educated under a private teacher named Hafiz, who instructed him
in the Koran, and the Urdu, Arabic, and Persian languages, mid during the short period of four
years young Mahomed Hassan went through all the text-books of Persian and Arabic. After
mastering these languages he joined one of the English High Schools of Bombay. He was,
however, obliged to give up his school studies on the death of his father, as he was requires! to
look after the extensive landed properties which his father hail left. He continued his studies
at home though, a private teacher being engaged to instruct him in English. He is a writer
of Urdu and Persian prose and poetry, and has published and distributed several works in those
languages. He is genial in manner, ami of an amiable disposition, ami appears to sympathize
fully with any movement inaugurated for the progress and amelioration of his community. He
Ml aside for them a sum of io.oou rupees to be utilized in the improvement of their social con­
dition. The Anjuman-Akhuwatul Islam, the Anjumau-i hlam Library, and other public
institutions of Bombay have also received help from him. He is himself a member of the
Anjuman-i-Islam, ami of the Aniuniaiii-Mam Club, and is a life member of the Anjuman-i-
Islam Library as well as a member of its managing committee. He is also a member ol the
Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. He is a zealous adherent to the Mahomedan
religion; has taken an active partin introducing reforms in burial ceremonies, ami has. in many
other wavs, deserved well of his community, it is five years since he succeeded to the family
estate, and the intelligence he has displayed in the me of his means gives promise of a further
useful career. Mr. Mahomed Hassan takes a keen personal interest in all matters affecting the
welfare of the general public.

Mr. M. S. Tripathi. who wa • born m ihp• it Nadiad. Gujarat, i . \'. - 1 : J
Caste. He lust hi- father in infamy. Hi- n; oilier •-. i, 4 woman ci .
character. As a boy, the subject of our sketch was ot an enquiring an t.. .. . : <’
Al the age of sixteen he saw the- necessity of acquiring .» uro.-. I. d ■..• ■ f t::.- ]-••
to open up to him the wide field ol Western cultuie. and to fit :• < h ; ..... . .
which he was destined. His mother readily acceded t*> the <i
Manassukharama went to Alimcilabad ami Kheda with the • •bj-.-ct < f :.. ....
which he joined the Elpldnstouc College at Bomh.iv. Two year, k'ar 1:-.- iI i
life, we arc glad to say with results such a.- mvarr.ibiy *rown ml ..-.I e . .- .
business. In 1S66. Mr. Manassukharama was appointed it I...::: . 1 - .
Junagadh in Kathiawar, on the recommendation of the late l ime nted > ; G
Prime Minister of that premier State. As all, who are acquainted with !.: in :?
cities are aware, the- agency of a native State i- a calling which : ::::••. r. <
freauent contict with lhe heads of admini-tration. ami which re<jir.r ; :......
judgment These qualities Mr. Maiia-.-ukharama pu in a i::.-.:L:.d d.
known that he ha-enjoyed the- confidence not only of three N.;v. .
but of II. II. the Maha Rao of Cutch, II. IL tin Maharajah 1<1 jf. an 1 th; i . .
whom he has represented in Bombay. He- was appointed .. .cut :. r ■ K...I; • .
in 1S77, and for the Idar State in iS-'iq. While thusc-ng igvd. lie lu ci ::’.m .. d I.
at the fountain of knowledge. Mr M nia-sakhar.ima i-hem.ran -.,.-:G..:v t • .
Gujarati Sablin; a Fellow of the University of Bond ay; a Ju lice*! the I’...:.. p: .
Buddhi Vanil1.1ka-S.1bha and trustee for-evcral chanLible fund- Hei:. . ; .
money in instituting a lecture hall and library in his native to-..:;. Na }:_d.
memory of Ins revered mother ami lh.it of hi« lamented wife 1I..4 ?dr. ?ii-
possessed ambition for public and civic honors, his high qi; /.it-..-. uld ha'.-, b .
of gratify ing it, but he isessentially a man of retiring am! studio::-, 4: ; :tio:i .
seeking great things for himself, he ha. been reluctant to t ike * ..ch 1mm ... '.. ... i
upon him. It is owing to the traits in Mr. Man..--akhar.-.m./- v’.:; r-
he lias bwn able to enrich the vernacular literature < i India by hi- i< ntrihuta ..
phiio-uphical, critical ami historical .subjects ihroiuh the meslium 1 f Gm irati II. .
of " Uttir.i-Jaya-Kumari ” (a Lde illustrating the Icatity of tm ral v.i rth . i’ ; .
os.iy on Native State- , " Vij atti-Vi-h..ya Nil m I’.ia ” ■ .a v- >vi:.!..:.-
and Natl ami Damayauti," ’ n-ing and falimg. and tl:v ce’vbiatcd tab.-of N da r . .
from tb.e M dia Bh 1r.1ta . “ 1 . . Ju 1:1 i <1: ir,t 1 * . . < ' h
Forbes-, "The Life of SujnaGiK’ulji Zala and the Veda'ita,” etc . .u.d li • r
•• Vtchara Sagara " (the ocean of thought- . a pa:’.1 -upliical work • : mer.t
sukharama ha-been engaged, for the la-l few yxar-, in icndvring the hi-’. gr-.a'
of India, the Ram ivana. into Gujatati vcr-c. r.:d ::: -tmlymg Veda:::.'. :’.rd
Sankaravharya. Mr Manassukharama has cherished in lr..- luart Rama d
inspiring idol., who-c influence, he thinks, | .rm im Kii’argv- ti.. I:;: .
which-mcerclv emkavors to mould its character alter high i<Iv d • A- In. .1: • -.. .’.
profoundly inllm-m-vd by tin-belief, it will serve a . an illustration of « 1
career, to notice the principal characteristic- of Ram 1 .m<l Sankara, t’u. I ..m : 1 .
Rama 1-regarded as the paragon of temp id virti? and S.:tiL.:ra li: .'. <■: •;
Rama, the e::ib< dime nt of virtut g< odm ■ an i . • .
the moral and social symbol < •. which the name i- no loiig; r a mere p:< ; . r •• a:i.
philosophy of altrui'-m, truthluliie--, justice, rights• ::love. Ue'.L--: .
kmglint-s. S inkara w.ua rchgio-phil" o »hn- -ctr in tin t: a. t and L . : ■. : . • .
He knew the Brahman, tb.e Highest Truth, ami aco idn: . to tlu Vuhmta - hi!
a-to other teachings which have pr< foundly influeiicvd ti. -th a.al.r • <’. men
be. The brightne— of Sauk ira’s genius, the depth of In - under t.mding t’u- . ' ’ :.
disjxisilion. the punlv of his hlc. the power of Mein;; « ing ;::d :r.:r
dental and divine truth- have nut and could nut l-c -mr : -d lit m-ac i in
lustre, in who-- pr<-ence thought- -horn with a divine light d
ton-, ii t:>>i: th it tlu h; ..i:n • •: c iltiv .: land : • '
seeking nothing, gains all; and in fi ;t-going • -if, • the umvc: -th.' II.
Io-- of pcrMinality. I cing no extinction but olih the true l'.!c . 1 ■ : . '. ..
of the con-K lou-iiv-.- ot the idcntltv ol Sill with tlu* Higha lh'-« : .if.* . ’«
ualitv, tli-.-olvcs or fade-away into the iMHindli • ’ll ohitc. Thiltb.- ; ■
the knowledge ivgun- the identity with the Htghi t Self, i.hi. h : -...-
intelligence and paiebappine--, or as Uhri.-t h is-aid •’1 m ti.: S’.
be made pet feet in one." The deep truth- th.it mid;r.-. ’ 1.; :
mav sevtu. to the ci’ld and c.dculating malt n.di-t I"’ r;.;. f li h :. . .
who bait L .;r. 1 th- k—a that the q«irit:id I n tt - t. . .. rd l
will appeal, a- coin nnmg the -eervt of real and ’ 1 ini : h r. ; . 1’. .
for the biographer to lid tlie veil of private iloim-li'. hl. .cl. ’■ . t 1
them high itka’s. sach as the foregoing, attain thircto i’...t a ; . • • 1
Man.ix-ukharama gives ua a description of hi- t’ludi- o! hl.- ..Im 1 t ill u i . i
attempt to carrv out thv'V ideals i- made ’dr Mam; .;tkl: .r t’.. : .1
fviem t n 1" the Mmlv uf the rtho philo .'pirn Vcd..mta. ..:.d i::.t • 1.
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..; i:: : truth g. the maxim that •• Brahman ” <God) is true, the world is false and man's
.1’. i. and nothing else. Mr. Mantv-ukharama spends the afternoon in literary
.2 Illi- ' u ■ of the Stales which he reprvMmts. In the hitter work, he has associated

-i Mr. Tan;_ ukharamx-. M. Tripathi. a graduate of the Bombay University, with
tarr*.i:.g •ail the Hindu theory that mundane affairs should be gradually

" ‘ ;■ the are advancing in uuix and handed over to their children, whilst
• -I-.? . of life to philo.ophic meditation. Notwithstanding the fact that Mr.

u: i 1. e; . him* .If in the background, his is a light which cannot be hid. He is
: . • • ' I In <kxd to help the struggling student, and to encourage talent

he civnpi. •. and the scholarly life he leads, enable him to promote the
../.r;. without thru'.ting his own per sodality on the notice of the public and he

■ - ■' . - .-. - . .1 ’.ho who know him i...t

Pooneacoty Moodliar and Family.

In the first half of the present century, and especially during the eventful changes froui
1817 to 1828, few persons in Poona enjoyed more of the confidence, esteem, and favor of
Government than Arcot Pooneyakoti Moodliar. He became so influential and popular that
even now, fifty years after his death, his name still survives, and to this day his residence and
tire members of his family are more easily recognized by the name of their illustrious ancestor
than by their respective individual names. The original Moodliar family possessed influence
in their native land, having held high offices under the Mahomedan Government of Hyder Ali
and Tippu Sultan. At an early age Pooneacoty removed from his native country and
went to Mysore, which was at that time (1798) the seat of war. Here he undertook to supply the
British Army with conveyances for the transport of ammunition and military baggage, and he
performed the duties entrusted to him with great credit. He then followed the victorious
British Army to the Deccan. Major-General Lionel Smith, w riting from headquarters atSeroor
to the Assistant Quartermaster-General of the Bombay Army in 1828, said: “ The marches of
my own division during the lute war exceeded two thousand miles, exclusive of movements
upon the enemy. In its progress, independent of my own heavy park, transferred to Brigadier-
General Pritzier for the bill sieges, I was called upon to assist Colonel Deacon, Sir Thomas
Munro, Colonel McDowal, and ultimately General Doveton. all of whom were supplied with
•guns and stores from this Division, the cattle for which, numerous beyond all engagements of
these contractors, were punctually and promptly provided, and of the best description. I can
indeed justly close this remark with saying that they never failed in any emergency, and that
their losses, both in the war and in the previous toils against Trimbuckjee and the Pindaresc,
were so heavy that I have good reason to believe they have never recovered from the ruin those
services involved. If I were writing on the necessity of maintaining the efficiency of the
force, I should still tell Government it was mainly dependent on entertaining its old means
of carriage, and that neither Mahratta cattle nor people would ever answer that object.”

At a time when the British supremacy in the Deccan was yet uncertain, and when every
attempt was made by the Peshwas to disorganize the Native army under British service by
bribery and other means, Pooneacoty stood firm to the cause of the British. At Seroor attempts
were made upon his life, and these being brought to the notice of the general under whom he
served, a detachment of British soldiers was ordered out for the protection of both him and his
camp. This state of things, however, did not last long, as order and tranquillity were soon
restored. In recognition of his faithful services, Pooneacoty Moodliar was gradually made sole
contractor to Government, and had his establishments in all the military stations in the Bombay
Presidency. In those early times few Natives could understand or speak English. People
from Madras had consequently learned to communicate their ideas in broken English and
these people proved useful to the English.

Pooneacoty Moodliar had considerable influence with Government. On one occasion
an influential official of Government, who was very highly connected in England, got into
trouble. Pooneacoty Moodliar, being bis friend, used his influence and money and tried
his utmost to serve him, but without avail. He then boldly came Toward, took the whole
responsibility and risk upon himself, sent the gentleman away to England and manfully bore
all the consequences. His charity was unbounded, so much so that it became proverbial. He
was the first gentleman of his community from Madras who moved to the Deccan, and he
gradually sent for his friends and relatives, who settled near him and made Poona their perma­
nent place of residence.

Pooneacoty Moodliar died full of honors, in 1S42, at Seroor, in the sixty-fifth year of his
age. He had three sons, Krishnaswamy, Anundrao and Wasudev. On the death of his father,
Krishnaswamy, together with his cousin, Viziarungum Moodliar, carried on the business. He,
however, died early, and left the burden and responsibility of the contract on bis cousin and
his brother Anundrao, who was then quite young. These men carried on the business to the
entire satisfaction of Government until the contract system went out of force. Anundrao
Moodliar, like his father, was the recognized head of his community. He was a shrewd and
liberal-hearted man. He had a religious bent of mind, and spent thousands of rupees in
founding religious muths, building rest-houses for the j>oor and digging wells for the use of the
public. He died childless in 1873. Wasudeo Moodliar, his youngest brother, had taken to
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Government service. He was a man of very quirt and una-i umiu 2.
very early, leavnng a son. Moodookridina. .-.nd a daughter. ?
sole heir to the extensive property of the family. After cmnpk-lmg h> - . ’ . : .....
studied at the city English school. He was of a very cab!-?. fa’. .... I
tion, and soon marie friends wherever he went. He was very f..;. 1 of
he was, he traveled and visited moat important pin:... from i . i> -
Municipal Commissioner in both the City and the Stiba; lun Mumcipa'it. .. 2
many times on account of the in­
terest he took in municip-d matters.
He was also an Honorary M.igis
trate for three years. He was held
in great esteem by those amongst
whom he moved, and when he died,
in 1890, being only thirty-two years
of age, his death w.i> deeply regret­
ted by all who knew him. The Col­
lector of the District, writing from
Purandhar on the subject, to Moo-
dookrishna's cousin, Coopooswamy
Moodliar, said : “ I write to express
my sincere regret al Mr. Moodoo-
krishna’s death. I had no idea
that his illness was of so serious a
nature. His early loss is a subject
not only for deep sorrow to his
family, but for grief to the general
public, amongst whom his place as
a Municipal Commissioner and
Magistrate will not be easy to fill.
In him Poona misses one of its
!>est known and respected citizens.
There are few who could be worse
spared.

Moodoekrishiia left a sun,
Venketacheulum, and a daughter
Veukctacheluin has completed his
Mahrathi education, and is now-
studying English at the St. Vin­
cent High School. Master Vi -:xki tw.-i ’.v: '
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The SinLir Vi. iarungum Moi ilhar. who •-•• • • a i -. t ’„ . "t t’^ ’
Moodliar, w is born al Arcot iu 1815.

The first Lw years of the Sirthr -v«.uth ui» • .i\ I ..1
his father when quite young, bn mother, a\< rv -. •! t.u- 1 -
the education and welfare of her only -.-n. 1.1: .
relations who had some time before left tin ir natnv I >u-l ’• *
iuimvdiatch after th? Mysore war. to the f otti’ i\ 1.. • ' ’ -1‘
he soon mastered the Tamil. Tele gu. Marathi and the 1 ? 'Ma:.
of the Bnti.-h rule there were few fn iliti-. » for the ma 1 'h • . .
people desirous of pnvecuting it. An .Eu?> 2 1 ■ En n • .
pro.seinte»i hi< studies. V -ooti .u lie l-.K -.1-.■! I’-
was at that lime a gnat demand for Euglili kr . th C,< i 
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be found that this quiet ind easy life was not congenial to his naturally active anil busy bent
of mind he -aun left this to join his ancestral profession. In the early days of the British
conquest of India, the Commissariat had their contractors for the conveyance of military
baggage, munitions of war. camp equipage, the sick, etc., both in times of peace and war.
His .'inc-.—tors -..ere the only contractors for the puqwsc in the Bombay Presidency from the very
beginning up t »the time the contract system w is abolished. A few years after he took part
in the business hi> uncle. Pooneacoty Moodliar, who solely conducted business in the various
military stations of the presidency (Sirur. Poona. Ahtnednagar, Saltara, Malcgauni, Bclgamn,
Sind. etc . died, leaving the great burden of responsibilities on him and his cousin, Anundrao
pooneacoty Moudliar. who was at the time very young. By dint of hard labor and perseverance
he was soon able to manage the business, partly by himself and partly by the employment
of agents stations far away from the livadqu irters. Early in 1S3S he had to organize a large
number • f transport cattle for the Afghanistan and Sind wars, under Sir Charles Napier, till
1S43. Colonel Davtds-m, the Commissary General of the Army, said “ their cattle were then
kept in a state of such efficiency and in situations of great difficulty and danger that I more
than once, when serving with the field army, reported on the very creditable manner these
men m-.t their engagements. “ Again in 184b he accompanied the Mooltan Field Force under
* r.-r: .r.l Whish. an 1, after the successful termination of that campaign, returned with his
tr irispart v>t iblishment at the end of iSgy. A memorable event in the annals of Indian history
soon called him again into active service under Sir Hugh Rose. The Indian Mutiny of 1S57
w_5 -ingid irly b.-'ct with insurmountable difficulties proceeding from every quarter. Regi­
ments and detachments fresh from England were drawn from every part of the Bombay
Pre idexicy. As the force drew together, camels ami carls carrying their baggage accompanied
them, taken up at different stations and al varying rates. The commissary general in his
report -: ’ The adjustment of their pay would have occupied the whole of my office, it
w as so cornj '.ieated and unequal, beside which there was much discontent arising from the
inequality of payment. Hating a man of capital and experience with me, he was vastly
m mu.-l tonn-lertake th.- whole carriage of the force at a fair uniform rate. I am fully sensible
of the fatigue he underwent and imminent danger to which he was exposed on many occasions
during the campaign, and I have no hesitation, therefore, in stating that without his presence
and : ’.an.-v I never could, under difficulties w hich seemed at times almost insurmountable,
li.r.e met so •alisfadorily the numerous wants of the army. His persevering efforts to grapple
will; and overcome all ob-’. a des were so patent as to call forth the marked approval of the
m. • »r-g<r.il 1.unman iir.g. On the march from Jhatisie to Calpee. owing to scarcity of waler
and for. ; • many horses of the dragoons and cavalry actually jieri-hed from thirst alone), his
eif.-rgte- in 1-: c-ui-picu <u-. carriage for the conveyance of heavy baggage, ami covered
carts fur a mm;.mu;-and daily increasing sick having l>evn ns promptly ami regularly furnished
as if in C.:it >nmvnts. I cannot record too strongly my admiration of the excellent arrange-
m.r.t- which vn.i’ded him. in spite of almost unprecedented difficulties, to have conveyed to
L ami si'.'-iu.-nth to Gwalior, in the hottest season of the year, through a country
destitute of r >.; is where common tracks and unbridgvd nullahs were, with few exceptions,
the c->m::ma.c..,.i >r.> , the store-, ammunitions and baggage of the entire force, for the transport

■ which :. iris : «•> camels ami bullocks were required. The way in which the cattle
contractor cvn-tauth cxpi .1, himself in procuring carriage for the force, when the whole
country v. . • against u . was certainly remarkable, especially on account of his success. On
the whole it ’ it justice to say, that, in my opinion, the contractor lias performed a most
hi c>. i.tr.c: hi ir.i.t sati-tactory way. and has struggled against daily difficulties of the

• ? r. . !• .tm v.;'.!: an energy and per everance which I have seldom found equaled in a
11 .tr..- brf ■?.- "

I : :: - i.h eminent ami meritorious services in the field Lord Canning, the
. • ■. .rd >r '.-mid of India, presented him with a sunnud. conferring upon

■ : • ‘ ' j danquin with i monthly allowance to enable him to
’’ c\; th-ri >. On the evening of May 14, lb'jo. the troops in garrison.it

i ’• n - 1 in did! t 1.: ..t th- 1 dplatiadv Sir Hugh Roe followed by his staff ajqxared
gr .. i .ti ’i.r-’i. .-.rd irms. the genvr d. in an impressive and appropriate

■ y b, ci. '. t . i I: th-- .npoi’. ml :v. 1 - id -r< d by him to the state
tiuit cr.:. al y„n ■ . 'mt g •'ie: d th.m read the order m the G’jvvrnmvnt of India

Tin: Late Sirdar Rao Bmiadcr Viziarvngvm Moodliar.

garrison.it


directing the presentation of tin- sunnud. and it was then presented to him bv tile couimkoirv
general at the ropiest of General Sir Hugh Rose. Rao Bahadur Viziar'unguni Moodiiar
tn.n>kc<l the general for the reception he met al his hands. The troops then marched past, the
Rao Bahadur standing near the flagstaff at the General’s right. A similar investiture ceremony
look place al Poona tinder the auspices of that gallant hero of Jhansie and Gwalior, l.ater on
he received the Indian Mutiny Medal and Clasps in 1862 tor being present al the siege and
capture of Jhansie and under lire of the enemy in the execution of his duties connected with
the force. In 1863 tbe agent for Sirdars in the Deccan communicated to him that Government
were pleased to exempt him from attendance in the civil courts, an honor enjoyed by few. From
this tune, having retired from the toils of an active life, he devoted himself to considerations
of local matters and the improvement of the town. He was elected a Municipal Commissioner
in the year 1864, and from the interest he took in municipal affairs he was re-elected member
of the Managing Committee almost every year. Dr. A G Fraser, Magistrate First Class and
Chairman of the Municipality, says, in connection with the levying of a house-tax and the
taking of the Khadakwasla water in the city: “All Poona knows how mdefutigably you
worked in that very delicate business, and that through your knowledge and your practical
wisdom and sound judgment you completed this work to the satisfaction of the taxpayers.
Your exertions to prevail upon your fellow-commissioners to consent to take the Khadakwasla
water into the city were unceasing, and now the city is placed forever almost beyond the
possibility of want, as regards its waler supply. You had to overcome prejudices and to remove
objections and fight every step of your way to the final triumph. My greatest satisfaction on
leaving the Commission was that you were then elected Chairman of the Managing Committee.
I considered that a sufficient guarantee for the carrying out of the important schemes already
introduced and of other desirable improvements, anil your zeal and public spirit ever since have
increased my satisfaction.”

In the year 1885 he hail to resign his seat in the municipality, owing to his advanced age
and ill health. He was made a First Class Sirdar in 1S79 and enjoyed all the honors and
privileges incident to it. He was connected with the paper industry in this part of the
presidency. He laid the foundation-stone of the Reay Deccan Paper Mills, al Moondvva, ami
continued to be Chairman of the Board of Directors up to his death. He thus spent the latter
years of his life in contentment and ease, enjoying to the utmost the honors conferred on him
by the Government and the public. He was one of the few leading men in Poona whose advice
was sought for in every important matter, and he was ever willing ami obliging in giving sound
advice and a helping hand to the needy. He was honored and respected by Europe ails and
natives alike. He dietl in 1888 leaving behind him three sons, Messrs. Coojioosvvaniy,
Damodar and Balcrishmi. They arc all educated men of good standing. They arc always
connected with the important movements in the town and have a hand in almost every new
industry and enterprise. They are very popular and their names, in any undertaking, are
considered a guarantee of its usefulness ami honesty of purpose.

Sirdar Coopooswamy Moodliar.
The Sirdar Coopooswamy Moodliar has been an elected Municipal Commissioner for the

last twelve years, and for two consecutive years was Chairman of the Committee of Management.
He is Vice-President of the District Local Board and is Secretary to the Reay Industrial
Museum. He is one of the Directors of the Reay Paper Mills ami the Deccan Bank. lie is also
Secretary to the Agricultural Association and takes an active interest in agricultural matters.
He takes delight in the cultivation of his lands and his introduced improved appliances for
the purpose, such as walerlifts, iron plows, etc. Ocular demonstrations of the use of such
appliances, both in respect of efficiency and economy, are already bearing good Iruit, as
cultivators and others are following the good example set by him.

Mr. Coopooswamy’* devotion to his public duties having been favorably considered by
Government, he was created a First Class Sirdar of the Deccan in January. 1S97. and at the
Durbar held at Poona bv the Agent for the Sird irs on the tw intv-fourth of M»y. |S<, on the
occasion of the celebration of Her Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress’birthday, he was
presented with a dress of honor. ... . ,,

Mr. Damodar Moodliar is a Special First Clasr Magistrate in the Cantonment. ami 1 n*
dent of the “ A ” Bench of Magistrates 111 the City. Bv his prompt ami upright di-chargi <>l
his duties he has gained the goodwill of the people both in the Lauloninenl ami the kit'.
Government Resolutions testify the approbation and appreciation by Government of the
good services rendered by him. His service* having been brought to th* notice ol the i.ovcrn-
xnent of India more than once, the Viceroy ami Governor-General were pleaded to confer <>n
him in January, 1S9S. the title of ” Rao Saheb.” The Hon. Mr. Spence. Commi a >m: L. D .
having received instructions from Government to present the wrud to Mr. D..modar M> o..
liar with a befitting ceremonial, summoned a durbar tor the purpo-e on the sixteenth oi April.
180S, at the Council Hall, and alter mentioning the services Temhitd to the bt de bv Mr.
Damodar and his ancestors, handed over to him the sanad conferring on him the title «i
“ Rao Saheb ” as a personal distinction.

Sh-ak C<’»d« i'sw \\v V M* • . . . 1 ■

Mk BvLKRIsUXA Moobl.ivu I- I', tint'd M •' v
rendered wrv uhat-’.c siv.o during tin r. , .. ... '.
pra se Horn tin- Piag. c v\- uniitiie an 1 the j < i1 ; t • • . » t.c h s .: .11 .................
v < lame 'll <a:: v ;ng out the sm ti ai ti.'U-- • tl.e t .. . i :• • :..
iniwivu-x-.ms 1 : th.- 3 toph <>: hi- war ’ 11 ■
Clubwl..' ha* Lcai established for--omo tmx and 1 mam: mu 4 .... v..d
Poona.
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The Late Mooljee Jaitha, Esquire.

Amongst those who, from a comparatively humble and obscure position have raised
themselves to one of affluence and power, few are more worthy of note than the late Mr.
Mooljee Jaitha, who was born in the year 1804, at Jamnagar, one of the Kathiawar States.
He was a Bhattia, and this particular section of the Hindoo people are famous throughout
India for their keenness and sagacity in business matters.- After receiving such rudimentary
education as was then available in Jamnagar, Mr. Mooljee left his native place at an early
age to seek employment in Bombay. On his arrival at the latter place he secured an
appointment in a coal-tar merchant’s office at a very low salary, but in a short time he dis­
played such business aptitude and shrewdness with a proper zeal for his employer’s interest
that he was promoted to the place of chief assistant. After some time spent in this service,
and having, by prudence and frugality, accumulated a little money, Mr. Mooljee commenced
business on his own account as a coal-tar and oil merchant, and in a very short time, owing
to the zeal, ability and attention brought to bear in the conduct of the business, it greatly
increased. Mr. Mooljee, who, even at that early chapter in the history of the cotton
trade, perceived that it was destined to become the greatest factor in the commerce of
Bombay, decided to invest some of the profits of the coal-tar venture in the cotton
business. He therefore started business under the name of Mooljee Jaitha & Company, ami
branches were opened at Cochin and other places on the Malabar amt cast coasts of India,
and at stations in Gujarat, Kathiawar, Khandesh, Berar, Central Provinces and the
Madras Presidency. In a short time a considerable business was done by the firm in
cotton and piece-goods. In addition to this business the operations of the firm were
extended, and a large export trade in spices, oils, cotton ami other indigenous products was
done with the United Kingdom and the Continent of Europe. The firm soon became known
as one of the largest exporting and importing houses of Bombay, and through iLs connection
with the well-known and highly respected firm of Messrs. Arubthnat, Ewart & Co., Mr.
Jaitha soon amassed a large fortune and was regarded ns a leading and wealthy Bom­
bay trader. Owing to the excellent standing and credit of Messrs. Mooljee Jaitha &
Co., combined with the honesty of purpose displayed in the conduct of its affairs, the
co-operation and support of the trading classes of most portions of India could always be
relied on. Mr. Jaitha’s son, Mr. Soondcrdas Mooljee, was admitted as a member of the firm
and attention was paid to the ginning and pressing industry in Berar, Khandesh and Scindh,
where, at this time, the industry was carried on by means of very crude and primitive
machinery, and the firm established factories with the latest machinery in these places.
The cotton mill industry, then in iLs infancy in India, found liberal support from Mooljee
Jaitha & Co., and now the firm controls the Soonderdas Spinning and Weaving Mills al
Bombay, the Khandesh Spinning and Weaving Mill at Jalgnon and the Madras Iniled
Spinning and Weaving Mills at Madras. Handsome profits have always been realized by
Mooljee Jaitha & Co. in their mill ventures, which have added largely to the fortunes uf the
partners. Seeing the great want of a suitable cotton goods market depot in Bombay, Mr.
Mooljee Jaitha, in conjunction with Messrs. Thackcrsvy Mooljee, Vishram Rowji and Jairam ( 

Narranjee, caused a suitable building tn be erected at their own co.*., an 1 lai. - . - ■ ••
tlie centre of the piece goods business. Like all truly devout Hi; . ; Mr. J . ■ ,
extremely charitable and devoted a large part of his time to rc!L.:.- C;.- .
distressed. He erected many dliaramsalas and tcmplca in vrniu- ; irL. c:
a sum sufficient to ensure their permanent maintenance. The cki.: .....
Mooljec’s expense, is situated in Kulbadevie, Bombay, mid i. r’. ii . . .
This building is fully illustrated and described at p...;. . 5 ....
Mr. Mooljee’s son, Mr. Soonderdas, pre-deceased him, and Mr. u . <■
on the business of Mooljee Jaitha & Co., with the assistance of hi .... . . i
The subject of this memoir died on the thirteenth of Aug. .. i a. C.
eighty-five, leaving his two gramhons, Dharamsey and G«irdlitu i
was left the fortune and the business of the dece-u e«L

The Late Soonderdas Mooljee, Esquire.
Mr. Soonderda> was bom at Bombay in i.xj;, and wiutlxeson Mr. M ' a

well known and highly respected Bhattia merchant After receiving a goe 1
tion and such English education as was then available in Bombay fiir native stud. :;t
the business of his father, Messrs. Mooljee Jaitha & Co., and s-xm di ;■’./• ...1 -
ability and integrity which were sulv-cqueutly to w in fur him the conffiLi-.v..-
not only of the trading community uf Bombay, but also uf the official cl. . . ..
of which Mr. Soonderdas was so distinguished a member, are at p:v. .ut the . / i
of the native community uf the Bumbay Presidency and owe their di th’, a.
men of the Soonderdas type, who, whilst retaining the cautiun and c .
the peculiar characteristics of the Hindoo rave, combine with the. -e quffiitiv t’ i • :. .
enterprising spirit uf the Writ Mr. Sucndcnlas v.._- admitted us a partner in
Messrs. Mouljee Jaitha Co., and by his keen knowledge uf thv rtq’.n:
market and a wide grasp uf the economics which control trade in .’di p : k 
assisted greatly in raising the firm to the distinguished pvutiou it 1
Mr. Soondcrdas’s business life was a busy one, till lie found lime ....
for its object the improvement uf the moral er material [■ r 1 ■-
co-religionists, but of others who were not of hi:- own caste. r . < r cr»- .. < ■ ■ i
funds he erected and maintained a number of dh.tr.mn d • and <:
the latter bears his name and is situated at Jalm in k.-:•! -
advice and imiBcfa' a available tar J reputation w a shrewd and
able bl’, iia-. ta m b.l to h • llftm ■/. 1 G .
which position lie filled alike to the -ali f utio.i Go. ...:•! the '
The history uf the firm uf Mi--:- Mooljcv J - Co will I • i- ' • -
Mooljee JaithaM life, which appear- in this\ulun.. . it ••• iM ’ • .
part to trace more fully than we hive Mr. So.-ndcrd . • c< vith f mi
dvrda- died in iSsu at the early age of thirty n'nv. !■ ■ • -
baudas. who, on the death of their grandfithu. < t-
might add that these gentlemen give every pi«nn- * o‘. h. "i• - ••
as their grandfather mid father before them wire.



The Honorable Mr. Morarjee Goculdas, C. I. E.



The Honorable Mr. Morarjee Goculdas, C. I. E.

Amongst the members of th.it portion of the trading Hindu community which is
known in the Presidency of Bombay by the name of Bhattia, no person, save, perhaps, the
late Mr. Goculdas Teizpal, achieved such wide renown and earned lor himself such fame by
his own exertions, thrift, keen commercial instinct, tact and discretion as the late Hun.
Mr. Morarjee Goculdas, C. I. E. Since his death, sixteen years ago, no other member of the
Bhattia sect, which forms, with the Khoja and Mcmons, the backbone of the entire native
mercantile community—has filled the void left by Mr. Morarji Goculdas. A brief resume of
his private and public career will be not only interesting, but instructive. Mr. Morarjee
descended from an ancestry in Porebunder who were said to be the leaders there. He was
one of the four sons of Goculdas Jeevun, who began life under the patronage of a Moham­
medan firm styled Ebrahim Kadoo&Co. Mr. Goculdas Jeevun was also interested in native
insurance, as English insurance in Bombay was then in its infancy. Mr. Morarjee was born
in Bombay on the twenty-ninth of October, 1.S34, in Dhakji’s Chawl, a well-known building
which may still be seen in Kalbadevie Road. He was the issue, by the fourth wife, of Mr.

also purchased a large- number of

IL- fought

security on the local exchange, the scrip, <
at 2300 rupees or 130 per cent premium.

owner he took an active ami keen interest in the general welt
hard against the first attempt, of I.me i-ltire to thrust on the 

Goculdas Jeevun. His mother was the daughter of Mr. Damoder Ragoji, who was the chief
broker to the well-known firm of Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, the first Parsec baronet Young
Morarjee was educated at one of the indigenous vernacular schools of the day. Being a
naturally gifted lad, he made progress with his studies, but it appears, according to his own
account, that he preferred the patec, or wooden counting board uf the merchant, to the school
desk. The spirit of commerce was fostered in him by his father whose favorite son he was.
He used to accompany his father to all places where business was being transacted. Thus
the mercantile faculty began to be developed at a very’ early period in his life. In fact. Mr.
Morarjee showed at the age of six or seven, some of those characteristics which go to make
the successful merchant. His father died in 1845, leaving young Morarjee, then nine years
of age, under the protection of his uncles. Early marriage being in those days an orthodox
institution, Mr. Morarjee was betrothed at the age of ten years. His English education was
in its primitive state, though the Elphinstone Institution had been established in the year
of Mr. Morarjee's birth. But, if his education was of an elementary character, his innate
desire to drink deep at the fountain of knowledge was great. This desire grew on him with
the advance of years, and in his daily commercial life with European firms in the heyday
of his mercantile career, he was sufficiently advanced, thanks to his perseverance with the
study of English, to converse in English fairly well, and to deliver speeches on public
platforms. Of course, as he grew older he helped his uncles in managing their business.
His native shrewdness stood him in good stead, so that, by the age of twenty-one, he was in
full commercial activity. His prudence ami enterprise soon earned for the firm handsome
profits, and his successes were such that he was offered a good position in the office of
Messrs. W. A: Graham & Co. He declined the offer, and began trading on his own account,
till he became the broker of Messrs. Watson, Bogle & Co., once a well-known importing
firm of Lancashire piece goods. Fortune smiled on him, and though he suffered wine 

knew well the real value of some of the concerns which went into liquidation between 1^65
and 1870. He invested his money in some of them ami reaped .1 goodly harvest later on.
In the early sixties the cotton industry was in its infancy in Bombay, but it hxs grown w
sufficiently to enable Bombay to break down Lancashire’s trade in the roarsc-r kind- of
cloths and yarns. Mr. Morarjee determined to participate in the new industry, and in iS;u
he purchased a wool manufacturing concern which had conic to grief, and converted it into
a cotton mill which, under his fostering care and thrifty management, soon begin to ilouri-h
ami rise in public estimation. He laid the foundation for the Morarjee Got nidi. Mill-.

with uninterrupted success, ami his cnu-qiri .- led him to l!i.
Kholapur, which is a flourishing concern. Mr. Mor.irj.• pu’.!-.. -.......
was marked by independence ami courage—two virtu, v.li’Ji
to his close contact with the genuine English mt.rcli.mt. will: .......
in later times influenced his public career 0 much ... ' 1’.. . ... .
of Bombay, and now the successful ami eiiUrpri-ai:;; M uiagl-r . .
Bombay Tramway Company. Again, his intimacy v.r.h
late Messrs. Visliv.math Narayan Mandiik, Sorabjec Slur ,; L.- 1 . . y ,. ’
Funloonjec, Sir Mungaldtis Nathubhoy ami others coutril.ut-.-! "... 1; l..
as a public citizen. By nature, by temperament and by an in:d .
fellow-countrymen, his sympathies with the party of reform and
.sympathies quickened the more closely he came into contact with f . ■
He saw how prominent they were in civic umi kgi:Uinc ni.dtu: . .... 1 1
the rights of the people—by whom liny were respected ami x. 1 ;
ambition to emulate their good deeds. Mr. Morarjee faithfuih feihr.-, 1 -. .
and cordially co-operated in all the public movements of the day The- . :
in his public carver which brought him conspicuously to tl.c i. .-.;.. t .
eniing authorities was the famine of 1875-70. Shulap.ir. where he I: .1
was overtaken by famine, and he repaired there tu a i ti;-, r.-b. . ;i .. .
exertions, inilucnce and wealth could extend. The dx-tre ■ wind; !:.• • •
his energy and his sympathy for the suffering poor. Th..
terested efforts to second the formidable ta.-k 111 which they in;
were in due course brought to the notice ol the Government and a. . .... I-
Sovereign conferring on him the honor ut. a C< mj -aui< :: lira *■: t :. • .
Empire. Prior to this, his public services had earm. I him the :... Lil k i .
lion of Her Majesty the Queen being pn claimed Empn . «-f India. Mr. M ..
C dvutta, where he was well received ami presented t> 111- Ikiy.d lii ’•... V.: i
Wale* during his visit there. In August, is;, b v. ., r. . ! hi:.
the Ilomliay Legislative Council, a position which I.- ailed with in till ’.. ' .
death on the .sixteenth of October 1M*.«. He w . c • .' ready t.» 1 ... _• a. ...
of matters engaging t.he altyutiim ot tlut C'Him il and in c\miaA lii :: w.*/'. li ? . .
which the Government of Sir Richard Tciupie I tou ;iit in !'»;«/ 1. ’ .
the ciaa V . v. h 1 d> ulatcd I. • 1 ' ' . . . - '
indigent cultivators. Though the bill v. 1. p.i cd by il.a C ami’., a r.t : a t»-
Secretary of State of India on the clauses objected to by Mr. M :a:ji.- w 1::.
rouil that they were subsctjuently omitted ii-cn the tm -'a:.- II- k . I ...
later on, of defeating the Game Hill. Th.- .- were no m. m • - r.• 7.1. ■ .'
to the pub'.b . A., .tn !b : !V c v •. ■ V '
before Sir Janie- Caird and the other tamine commi :• :■ : ■ v.k«> . .. k I
Mr Morarjee wa> able, fiom his pr-mil id) vr-atio" .. to
the commission to better undcstaud tin dire cliiit ; f ih- di .. \ ;
the Presidency.

Mr. Morarjee V..’- triad-. in i*';s a l e’Jav. « i th.- 11. < u:
guished public scrvice-. I! v. is >' • a Ju tuv <>i the l\ ... .
Corporation Or th-marr. otlu r publi- • uv la ■ L. . mi. • c1 'a .
sib’.v to give .1 detailed meo'dlit; blit wc '. aid m < . i’ to ..
tw<» instances uf stub It v. j-he who u-. d th -■t e ‘t : ■: -
ol the kilk<l ami v.i-.mdvd in the Algh in W ir <•! 1 ..nd t
in agitating for tin* cd i’>li-hnie it ol agi icill-aial i a'.- 1 : t’ I :•’> r ! t : L
his humanity ami stdiciludc !«•} the agri, ullu; i! r: . •. vho.ac . ’
country. is to be p’ominvntly svcu Su. hw • M« Mu: u.* :
wi-.dom of Providcme. w i- cut in the li . 1 • ; I.-. • . .
greatness of hcait ueic becoming invah. d t.. l.i- t...........................
shock to the e<'U-::im:lty. and it ca-t 1 ’ .tin ... . '.
s-.irv iv 11.; htr; \11 the Juldteu arc man n I SI: !• ■ a i —
the Ik its to his lar fortune I -1 c.- b. .- . th .1 th. - • • ' • ’ • ■ •
of‘heir ilhistn - I db t md. f . I d’-........ . time .. i :i ■ 1 ■ •



Silas Meyer Moses, Esq., J. P.

The Hon. Silas Meyer Moses, who was elected to a seat on the Legislative Council of
Bombay early :n February. 1900. was born in Bombay on the twenty-third of November, 1845.
His mother was tb.e eldest daughter of the late David Sassoon, Esq., the renowned philanthro­
pist and venerable hea l of the firm. Mr. Moses was educated at the Elphinstone School.
After a brilliant scholastic career he left for China, at a comparatively early age, in 1862. When
he arrived there he found the country in a state of rebellion and General Gordon engaged in
dispersing the rebels from the neighborhood of Shanghai. Railways ami telegraphs were then
unknown in China, and owing to their conservative ideas the Government would not allow
them to be constructed. On one occasion, however, an enterprising Englishman started a
telegraph line between Shanghai and Woosung—a distance of fourteen miles—without sanc­
tion. lie was thereupon tried for manslaughter, as it was alleged that by disturbing the
“ Fungshui ’’ element ( evil spirit • a telegraph post fell down during the night killing a China­
man The accused was acquitted, but the telegraphic communication was forthwith removed !
In the same manner another firm started the construction of a small railway line between
Shanghai and Woosung. After a time, though, they were compelled to sell the plant to the
Government at a valuation, when it was immediately despatched to Formosa, only to be
treated, however, as lumber and succumb to rust. A comparison of these primitive ideas and
tlie present partitioning and opening up of China is interesting, not to say amusing.

Mr. Mo es was for several years one of the managing partners of Messrs. David Sassoon
Sons ic Co., in Shanghai. After a successful career he returned from China in 1SS0, and then
paid a visit to Europe, and on his return to Bombay lie joined the firm there and has been
connected with it ever since. In the same year he married Rachel, the daughter of the late
Mr. E. J- Abraham, by whom he has a son named Meyer, burn in 18S2, who recently passed his
Matriculation Examination, and, most appropriately, obtained the prize of his great-grand­
father. the " David Sar xm Hebrew Scholarship.” He is nowan undergraduate of the Elphin­
stone College.

Ou the death of his uncle, the late lamented Mr. Solomon D. Sassoon, Mr. Moses
• -uccv-led him on the Boards of the Bank of Bumbay, the Port Trust, the Oriental Life
Assurance Co., the David Sasoon Industrial and Reformatory Institution ami other public
companies. In i"u he was elected President of the Bank of Bombay, ami during his term
of office he bad the good fortune of presenting the sliareholders with a report showing the
largest profit that ha l ever been earned by the bank since its foundation. Mr. Moses has been
a great traveler and :■> well acquainted with India, China, Japan ami Europe. In 18S9 he visited
the Par. • I.t:or:. and remained on the Continent two years. Owing to his long and unin-

rrupted experience- ::i commercial ami financial matters, he is looked upon as an authority on
the = subjects and hi.s advice is largely availed of by public bodies of Bombay. Mr. Moses is
the v.. -.--pa.nt of the E-mbay Jewish Association. His charitable disposition and kindness

.7.2 . th-, j. --r :■ proverbial, ami no one ever applies to him for deserving support in vain.
Mr. Mo...- h.. alv.a;. taken a keen interest in the course of education, and he is himself a rare

*i:i -• . fi.no It-, than nine languages. He was nominated in 1899 by II. E. the
C wna-rof it. iv, a a Fellow of the Bombay University. He was also one of the first of
the Ju. in of the Peace to emoll them-elves for plague duties, at the invitation of II. E. the
Gov err.or.

Mr. M .■ 1. ■• •.crv. 1 on the Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce. He is
a f._ . •• : aking to the point, ami his speeches, whether delivered at the Town

the Ch .r of Coniniw, or at the Mill Owners’ Association, are invariably listened to
.-..i . ...:i -. Lis uni Timing manner and his frank and genial disposition he has made

..' ■: .7. dly popular among >1 all classes in Bombay.
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Khan Bahadur Muncherjee Cowasjee Murzban, C. I. E., F. R. 1. B. A.,
M. Inst. C. E.

Mr. Murzban, the present Municipal Executive Engineer of Bombay, was bom on the
seventh of July, 1839. He was educated al the Elphinstone High School, Bombay, and at the
Poona College, after which he entered the Government School of Engineering al Poona. In 1856
he passed the examination for admission into the Public Works Department, and in the follow-
i ng year he joined that department and was primarily engaged in making surveys for a water
supply to the City of Poona. After that he was placed under several engineers and was
employed in the construction of bridges and buildings in and near Poona In August, 1863,
the Government of Sir Bartle Frere appointed him Assistant Secretary to the Bombay Rampart
Removal Committee—a Committee appointed by Government for the demolition of the old
Portuguese fortifications and the laying out of the new Town of Bombay, now known as
“ Frere Town." He was afterwards appointed Assistant Executive Engineer for Reclamations
and Assistant Engineer Bombay Defences. While so engaged he carried out the work of the
Apollo Bay Reclamation, and had charge of the construction of some of the new batteries for
the defence of the city. In 1886 Mr. Murzban was gazetted as Special Assistant to the Archi­
tectural Executive Engineer and Surveyor to Government. In this capacity he was in
immediate charge of the construction of the following, in addition to several other important
buildings: The General Post Office, the Government Telegraph Office, the Sir Jam.setjec
Jeejeebhoy School of Art and the Goculdas Tezpal Hospital. From 1876 until the end
of 1S92 he held the appointment of Executive Engineer of the City of Bomlxiy. in
which capacity he carried out all the engineering and architectural works for Government in
that city. He also designed and carried out the following buildings: The Alexandra Girls’
School, the Cama Hospital for Women and Children, the Albless Obstetric Hospital, the Indo­
British Institution, the Government Central Press and Stale Record Office, the Fort Gratuitous
Dispensary, the Framjee Dinshaw Petit Laboratory and the Avabai Home for Pupil Nurses.
He also constructed the following buildings from the designs of other architects : The Cathedral
High School, the John Cannon High School, the Police Magistrates’ Courts, St. Mary’s Church
at Parel, the Holy Trinity Church on the Esplanade, ami All Sainis' Church nt Malabar Hill

In 1S8.J Mr. Murzban represented Government in the Executive Committee of the Inter­
national Exhibition, which was proposed to be held in Bombay, and he was specially deputed
to visit the Calcutta Exhibition to collect information on the subject. The scheme, however,
was not carried out. In 1877, on the occasion of Her Majesty the Queen assuming the title of
Queen-Empress of India, the title of Khan Bahadur was conferred on Mr. Murzban at the
Imperial Assemblage in Delhi, in consideration of his loyal services. In 1891 Her Majesty the
Queen-Empress created him a Companion of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire,
and he has, on several occasions, received the special thanks of the Government of Bombay and
the Government of India for services rendered to the country. He is a Justice of the Peace, a
Fellow of the Bombay University, a Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers (London), a
Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects and a Member of the Incorporated Associa­
tion of Municipal and County Engineers (London). He was President of the Municipal
Corporation of the City of Bombay during the Municipal year 1890-91. In the beginning of
1893 he was appointed by the Corporation of Bombay Municipal Executive Engineer for the
city, which appointment he still holds.

When Mr. Murzban severed his connection with the Public Works Department a special
resolution was passed by Government, in which the appreciation of his services was recorded
in the following eulogistic terms: "His Excellency the Governor in Council regrets that Mr.
Murzban’s long and meritorious services under Government are brought to a conclusion. Khas Bmiaih r M C Mi ... • \x, C I



T’.v Late Munji Nursey, Esq.

Mr. Mumi Nursey was a native of the City of Bombay, having been born in Ramwady,
K.” .. kv: Ku.. in 1.S25. The only education he received was the ordinary Gujarati schooling
u.ual in tl.o-v da}.-. Whilst still young, be accompanied his father on a journey through
Northern India—a x-noa> undertaking then, as the whole journey had to be performed on
foot. l;at an undertaking that no doubt materially assisted him as a business training in
the study of men and manners. He relinquished his school studies earlier than is generally
the ca5v in order to engage in commerce, joining his father, who traded chiefly in country
c.< L: This v.,4* at a time when the foreign piece-goods business was in its infancy, and when
a av. merchant princes monopolized the trade in Bombay.

Ji; Mr. Munji- father started business with some of the well-known large English
pivce-good- firms of the day. such as Skinner & Co.. Cardwell, Parsons & Co., Edmond Bebee

Co. and I'cel. Cas-x-k ic Co. Fortune smiled on him in his business operations, and by a
little study he soon acquired a knowledge of English sufficient for all practical purposes. His
ktr. . ..ad charitable disposition rai-ed him to a high position in the affection of his caste-men
ti.. Bhatias . a- well as in the opinions of the many foreigners with whom he came in contact.

In :b5S he retired, and the -ole responsibility of carrying on the business devolved on his
x .:. til-, late Mr Munji. the subject of this sketch. In addition to his usual business Mr.
Mur.Ji act-, i as M.nkvr to the Bombay Spinning ami Weaving Company, which was the first
mill -Uirttd lr. a Parse-. Mr. Cov..;-;tv Nanabhoy Davar- in Bombay, and he further added to
Li- revenue selling the yarn produced by this mill on commission. He also became
guarantee ’ r ktr ’.•» the firm- of Mr. t-onza Pinto, Mr. Joseph Soares. Me-srs.Tous.s.iint & Boutil-
l:er. and Me--tx Funnel! A: Co. He was made a partner in the Kaiser-i-Hind Spinning and
Wearing Co., a prtvale null which is -till manager! with success by his son, Mr. Vussonji.

In tbb5 finding himself unequal to the exertion of carrying on his business, owing to
i : a_’e. Mr. Mrn.ji euirn-.t-.-d hi affairs to Mr. Vussonji, and retired with the determination to
•t -r d th--- remain kr of his days in d ing his iitmo-l for the relief of his suffering fellow-men.
xoften !•. i the sacred shrines of the Hindu-, and he built dhar.ims.das and sank wells at

.the-.-., r.i, Porebundtr. Verawal, Sidhpore, Dakore and Vishnu Kimchi in Southern India.
At Porebunder he put the sadauart, started by his late father in 1S5S, on a firmer financial

and at Junagadh lie built a ca-te dining place called the Majan Wadi. At Madhuptir, a
...r.-d p!..c.- Kathiawar. and al Aramda, he built dharainsalas and excavated Links which

. '...r■ ’0 hi- munificence ami which have been dedicated to the public. Not only
.tin . trielc-l.-t hi- j»ersonal expense, but hr set aside large sums of money for

their ’.. t.:. mt i t mainlvi’.oic* Then lie turned his attention to Aramda again and started a
■l.iv ^r. in -. .njuia tu.n with his dharamsala and tank there. In hi-, pilgrimages bis constant
c:ir. ’ ns to rein .e the di-treixd by providing them with food and clothing.

Ti. ■ : t highly educated himself, Mr. Munji promote*! the cause of education by
■I •’ ■’ i > ’ a,: • -erring -tudcnts Though he had raised himself by his own exertions to

-. ..nd t. In ne-.i-r' lu-t tight of the great principle that the truly charitable are
ti: 1 ho m.;L 1 •■.« !■ .. : parade of their rharitv, and hi- philanthropic- were in consequence

. .: Hi- »«uu career had imbued him with an abiding reverence for his religion,
h L. f ’.iu..id with true devotion.

1. , the j i,.iv of h - birth, w.i- natur.illv not forgotten by so generous and philan-
■ ; • p.c a 'i>: h- cptm.d an in-tilutiun there where the indigent of his caste are daily

. Th-.-rv is . dh.namsala Mahaluxmi which In-longed to his late maternal uncle, Seth
I -.:. M_ ibami th:s heal -o caused to be opened to the public, after making consider­
able aheratiun.s and additions.

Mr : Nur-ty died jn ib<»? at the good old age of srwDty, having a numerous
^ad it r.'-vd h .nlk b -aid. a large circle of friends am! dependents, to mourn his loss.

Tint Lath Munji Nckshv. Esq.



Munmohandas Ramjee Hora, Esq., J. P.

R. MUNMOHANDAS RAMJEE is the youngest son of the late

Mr.. Ramjee Purshotan, who was a prominent member of

the Kapole Bania caste. He was born in 1858 ami received

his early education at a private institution known as the

Bomliay High School, where children of well-to-do Natives

received instruction. Mr. Munmohandas had, however, to

leave school at an early age in order to attend to business,

but he, nevertheless, continued his studies privately. At a

comparatively early age he took upon his shoulders the

management of his firm, and it was soon seen that he pos­

sessed the qualities which go to make a successful mer­

chant. Asa mill owner he is known in connection with

the Kaiser-i-Hind, the Hindustan, ami the Indian Mills,

and he is also a partner in the firm of Messrs. Damoder

Thakersee Mooljee & Co. His firm act as commercial brokers to Messrs. Ralli Brothers.

Mr. Munmohandas' activity in connection with the cotton industry of Bombay kd to

his election as a member of the Managing Board of the Bombay Mill Owners’ Association in

1895, and in 1S96 the Bombay Native Piece Goods Merchants’ Association elected him their

chairman. The same year he was appointed Honorary Secretary of the Kapole Bania com­

munity.
The useful services rendered by Mr. Munmohandas to the public, in spite of his unassum-

ing mid unostentatious manner, have been appreciated, for in CoyS the rate-payers ol ,,C"

Ward, elected him as their representative. in the Municipal Corporation of llomliay In the

same year the Government made him a Justice of the Peace for the Town .inti Island of

Bombay

Mt .N'lollRlb-., k. ! J 1’



The Late Honorable Mr. Justice Nanabhai Haridas, LL. B.

Mr. Justice Nanabhai was bom in Surat in the year 1S32, and was by caste a Valmik
Kayasth. His ancestors held high offices in Surat in the last century under the then
Mohammedan Government. The principle of heredity could not be better illustrated than
by the success achieved by the late learned judge. The Kayasthas in India have always
held high offices under the present as well as previous governments. At the time the
Bombay Bench was adorned by Mr. Nanabhai, the Calcutta and the Madras High Courts
were ably presided over by Kayaslh judges. He took his LL. B. degree at Madras in 1863,
after parsing his matriculation in Bombay in i860. Mr. Nanabhai was essentially a self-
made man. Adverse circumstances did not discourage, though they may have baffled him
for the time. But they seem rather to have spurred him on to steady, honest work. From
the comparatively humble position of interpreter in the Supreme Court, he gradually rose to
the highest appointment which a native has yet succeeded in filling. After serving more
than eleven years as an interpreter with credit to himself and satisfaction to his superiors, he
liegan to practice as a pleader and so distinguished himself in that capacity that in 1873 he
was appointed an acting judge of the Bombay High Court and continued to be so appointed
at various times till he was confirmed in 18S4. He was, for a time. Government Pleader and
Government Professor of Law. His legal ability, his stem rectitude and his acquaintance
with the principles of English as well as Hindu jurisprudence fitted him for a seat on the
Bench. He was the first native gentleman who was raised to the Bench in the Bombay
Presidency. Hi- merits were universally acknowledged by the press as well as by the public.
Meetings in various places were held at which addresses to him were voted. The natives of
the Borah iv Presidency were fortunate in having him as their first native High Court Judge.
This may be called a trial appointment The satisfaction he gave, both to the public and
the Government in the discharge of his onerous duties, has now made it impossible for
.myune to a <rt that natives cannot make good judges. The late Chief Justice, Sir Charles
Sargent, :n expre.-ing his regret at the death of the learned judge said: “I admire his
simple, in endent character, his sound learning ami more especially his sound judgment
which made him not only so excellent a pleader, but also so admirable a colleague. He
always worked zealously in the quiet discharge of his public duty.’’ He died on the
thirteenth »!.•.<,: June, 18S9. of dropsy, earned. probably, by the shock produced on his

’ y the untimely death of bis beloved daughter. He left behind him a widow and
five on The dlt-t son, Mr. Jameitram Nanabhai, B. A.. LL. B., was aduiitted as an
Ad. ■. c-’.v of the Bombay High Court in January, 1889. The second son, Mr. Ochhavram

sb'.La:, B A , LL 15., was admitted as an attorney of the same court about three years
Ta. t!::r . son. Mr. Hardt-vram, is now in England reading for the Bar The fourth

Mr zCri liualal. .. «v.:dent in the Elphinstone College, and the youngest, Mr. Nanubhai,
t ' Viintil L. • I. A degree about three year; ago ami expects to get the LL. B. degree soon.
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The Late Hon. Mr. Justice Nanabhai Haridas, LL. B.



Rao Bahadur Narayan Bhai Dandekar.

on both 1? 1 J’.luilekar was Irani in August, 1819. near Thana, where his ancestors
enmlfither u ; J ! 1 I ,IR' rccc,vcd his early education from his maternal
kr?,! 1 ■ styled lJ*"1"? deacherl. as he joined teaching to his ordinary business
m ni ™ I o ppv,r P?.1*: ..5Ir- ki,r2>a" s ninlemal uncle was a clerk in the customs depart-l"n Hkh^h^l™? n a r ln 1 ***“«>“£ »“ ^"t >>is nephew to the Government
English school, nt the station, which was presided over by an old pensioned sergeant, John
Munlay by name, who did not spare the rod and taught the children to repeat the answere set
down m the text-books, and there his interest in his pupils ended. A change was made in
ib-14. and for four years young Dandekar was the favorite of the three succeeding masters.
Messrs. R. Mackay. Nana Marcji, and Ram Balkrishna.

lie entered the Elphinstonc Institution of Bombay as a stipendiary scholar in 1848 and
completed his collegiate course in 1853. This was the most pleasant period of his life, as he
received instruction from able, popular, and beloved profexsore. He taught the lower classes
of the institution, attended literary, scientific, and social meetings, read essays, voluntarily taught
and conducted girls’ schools, and took a lively interest in all matters connected with personal
and public advancement. The following certificate, dated March 12, 1853, of Mr. Reid, pro­
fessor of English Literature and History in the Elphinstone Institution, marks the opinion he
held of the subject of our sketch:

“Narayan Bhai. at present a first rank normal scholar in the Elphinstonc College, has
been known to me as a student for the last three years and a half, and verv intimately for the last
year, as Marathi Secretary to the Students’ Literary and Scientific Society. His abilities are,
in my opinion, of the highest order, his disposition' generous and his temper remarkably good.
He is also very industrious, exact, and business like. I have the greatest confidence that’he will
meet with ns much success in the world as he has met with in his college career. The essav
which gained for him the Perry gold medal last year, is, I think, a very good specimen at once of
his information, good sense and experience in English composition.’1

Mr. Dandekar entered Government sendee in August, 1853. as a writer in the Judicial
Department of the Bombay Secretariat, and was soon transferred, on promotion, to the Revenue
Department, where he remained up to 1856, in which year he was appointed Deputy Inspector
of Schools in the newly formed Educational Department. He performed his new iluties zeal­
ously and to the entire satisfaction of his superiors. The late Mr. Howard, when Director of
Public Inspection, considered him to be one of the best deputy inspectors and in a demi-official
note wrote as follows:

" I wish I could see my way of improving your position as regards your pay, but at
present there are no prospects. You fully desire promotion, if I could give it to you, but
though I shall be very unwilling to lose you, I believe you can only better yourself by leaving
us. I trust you are contented for the present.”

Though many of his friends had left the Educational Department to better their position,
Mr. Dandekar remained. The succeeding directors, Mr. Peile (now Sir J. B. Peile), Sir Alexander
Grant, and Mr. H. M. Chatfield greatly appreciated his senices, and improved his position as
opportunity offered. In 1S69 he was appointed Principal of the Poona Training College, and.
in November, 1875, was raised to the very responsible ]>ost of Director of Public Instruction
in tile Hyderabad Assigned Districts. It was the first time that a native had been appointed
to such a post in India, and consequently there was much ill feeling exhibited in the Anglo-
Indian journals, on account of the deviation from the usual course, and Mr. Dandekar was
spoken of in not an altogether flattering way. His appointment was probational for one year,
but in less than six months from his taking charge, Sir R. Meade, thy then Resident at Hydera­
bad and head of the administration of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts, recommended Mr.
Dandekar to the Government of India for confirmation w ith an addition to his salary, if allow­
able. Mr. Dandekarcontinued to give satisfaction and to justify the liberal policy which had
opened up such a post to natives of India. That his endeavors were not fruitless will be
gathered from the following remarks of the Resident in his annual report for 1876-77: “ It
affords the Resident great pleasure to conclude these remarks with an expression of his satis-
faction at the Rao Bahadur Narayan Dandekar's past efforts, and of confidence in his future
direction of the Department under his control. The report he has now submitted furnishes
fresh evidence of the practical knowledge, good sense, and temper he has brought to l iar
upon the discharge of his important duties, and his views and proceedings generally commend
Sir R. Mead’s hearty sympathy and approval.”

The title of Rao Bahadur was conferred on Mr. Dandekar, in 1877. at the Delhi Imperial
Assemblage Durbar. He continued to hold his appointment up to the end of 1SS3. when he
retired. Colonel Trcvan, then acting Resident at Hyderabad. wrote to him as follows:
"I am sorry to think you are leaving Berar for good. As one who knows what the
Educational Department and results ware in former years, I have watched with great sati-lac-
tion the reforms you have introduced, and the success you have achieved in producing wh it
I believe may be'calks! fairly solid results. It is, I think, a real misfortune for the•Department
that vou are leaving it. I congratulate you most heartily on wh it von have done ”

Mr. Dandekar is enjoving the rerxise to which he is entitled, after an active, succi--ful
and useful career. He sujK-rintends his fields and gardens, content to -pend the evening o|
his life in Poona, the interesting old town, which was, at one time, the capital el the head vl
the mighty Mahratta Confederation.

Kao Bah.uhr Nakayw Uh \i IV\n 1 ..



The Hon. Mr. Narayen Ganesh Chandavarkar, B. A., LL. B.

The above named gentleman was born at Houavar in Kanara, in 1S55. His early
education was acquired in the English School of that district, but in 1S69 he removed to
Bombay, and attended the Elphinstone College, where he carried off the Raja of Dhar’s Prize,
os well as a prize for bis paper on 4 ‘ English Monasteries and their Dissolution." In 1877 he
took his B. A. degree in the fin-t class, and won the James Taylor prize, for which he was
appointed Junior Bakshina Fellow.

In 1878 Mr. Chandavakar was appointed to edit the 44 Indu Prakash," which paper he
presided over for eleven years, with marked success. In 18S1 he took his LL. B degree, being
awarded the Arnold Scholarship for the highest marks for his paper on Hindu Law’. He was
enrolled as a Pleader in the Bombay High Court, where he had a successful career. In 1885
he was one of the delegates who proceeded to England to enlighten the electors thereon
Indian matters, and events proved that Bombay could not have chosen a better man. Unaccus­
tomed —• he was to this kind of work, he addressed English audiences with an ability that
was scarcely anticipated even by his own friends. Whenever he spoke he was listened to with
pleasure and attention. Soon after his return to India, Mr. Chandavarkar published an inter-
e. ting pamphlet, in which he described his impressions of the political activities of Englishmen
on the eve of an election. The pamphlet is os interesting for the matter contained in it as for
its very simple and vigorous English.

Mr. Chandavarkar has not, however, confined his activity to the political problems
affecting this country. He is a zealous social reformer, who has always expressed in the moat
distinct language his disapprobation of the listuessuess of his countrymen in things social.
During the agitation in connection with the Age of Consent Act, he was one of those who in
spite of popular clamor courageously pointed out the justice of the measure, and in a pam­
phlet of singular vigor, he historically reviewed the past policy of Government as justifying
legislative interference in social matters when they affected the well-being of the whole nation.
His best speech was delivered in 1S86 at a public meeting convened for the purpose of estab-
li ..king u branch in Bombay of the Lady Dufferin Fund Association forgiving medical relief to
Indian women, when the Governor, Lord Reay, presided. That speech at once marked him as
a capital platform speaker. The Lord Bishop of Bombay, who followed him, pronounced his
views to be exceedingly able and suggestive; while it was said of him in the local Press that “ he
could give a ' tone and a beating to any competitor; he alone possessed the full-voiced assertive-
ucsj which impresses an audience with the fact that the speaker knows all that they all know,
anda ; deal more besides; the ring of the English platform athlete was in his voice. " Mr.
Chandavarkar’.'. subsequent public utterances on various subjects have more than maintained
the r i; station he then acquired as a platform speaker of more than ordinary ability.

'.’7. CLz-Lvarkar, in 1896, presided at the anniversary of the Madras Hindu Social Reform
As. ccrdion, when he delivered an address which was much appreciated. He was appointed an

r -.z .m'..rcf thr Association, together with Mr. JusticeRanade. He was for some yearn
Vice-?.. : z’. of the Bombay Prarthna Samaj. lie presided at the Provincial Conference held
at:n 1 and hi-., address to that a ..-mbly was a model of moderation and deep
thought. In 1897 Mr Chandavarkar was nominated by His Excellency the Governor of

 an A 1 lilitmal Member of the Legislative Council as a representative of the Bombay
’’a;. ..nd thia selection was approved by all classes in the Presidency.

1 >86)

The Ho.n. Mr. Narayen Ganesh Chandavarkar,
B. A., LL. B.



Nesserwanjee Manockjee Petit, Esq., J. P.
Mr. Nesserwanjee Manockjee Petit, one amongst many of the great benefactors of the

city of Bombay, and whose princely benevolence and noble charities have made his name
a household word in that city, was bom in Bombay on March to, 1827. Having been
educated at the best English seminaries then available in Bombay, he commenced his
mercantile career, like his distinguished brother. Sir Hinshaw Manockjee Petit, Bart., for a
very small salary under his father, who was a broker to the firm of Messrs. Dirom, Richmond
& The experience he gathered, and the insight he was able to obtain in the management
of such a large and flourishing firm, stood him in good stead when he started business on his
own account a few years later. When the price of cotton rose to an almost fabulous figure at
the time of the American Civil War, Mr. Nessenvanjee was one of those who took advantage of
the opportunity, and amassed a large fortune. But subsequently, when many of the merchants
launched themselves blindly into wild schemes of speculation of various kinds, which brought
min and disaster to the city of Bombay in the years 1S64-65, Mr. Nesserwanjee was one of the
very few individuals who saw the danger ahead, and escaped the fate which overtook hundreds
of less careful persons. He was largely connected with the mill industry of Bombay, and with
his brother, Sir Dinshaw, had a hand in the establishment of the Petit Mills. From 1874 to the
time of his death he was agent and chairman of the Oriental Mills, and was also on the
directorate of several public companies. He was a justice of the peace, and was nominated by
Government a member of the Port Trust of Bombay. He was also connected with the
management of several charitable institutions. In his lifetime there was hardly any public
movement in the city of Bombay, having for its object the relief of distress, or the promotion
of schemes of public utility, or charity, with which his name was not associated, or to which he
did not contribute. His charities amount to very nearly Rs. 1,500,000, no less than Rs. 1,000,000
being devoted to the establishment of an orphanage for the Parsis, probably the first
institution of its kind started by a native of India. It has nearly 200 destitute orphan boys on
its rolls, who, besides being housed, fed and clothed entirely at the expense of the institution,
receive mental, moral and physical education, and are trained according to their capacity in
different arts and handicrafts, to enable them to earn their livelihood upon leaving the
institution. This orphanage was established to perpetuate the memory of his only son. Mr.
Jamsetjee, who died in 18S8, in the very prime of life. This melancholy event caused Mr.
Nesserwanjee to retire from public life, and drove him into seclusion. It nerved him, however,
to pass the rest of his days in the furtherance of philanthropic objects. He founded and
supported medical dispensaries, schools, rest-houses, libraries, fire-temples etc. His private
charity was extensive, and there are many families and individuals who feel his loss most
keenly, as the withdrawal of a kind and generous friend. The various communities of Bombay,
in public meeting assembled, have, in grateful appreciation of his magnificent deeds of charity,
and with a view to perpetuate the memory of such a noble benefactor, unanimously resolved to
raise a marble statue of him in a conspicuous part of Bombay.

Mr. Nessenvanjee died at Poona on November 21, 1891, leaving behind him his widow,
Bai Dinbai, and an only daughter, Bai Avaliai, wife of Mr. Framjee Dinshaw Petit. Bai
Dinbai has, following in the footsteps of her worthy husband, continued the beneficent and
philanthropic work inaugurated by him, and with increasing charity scattered in every
direction, has justly earned the reputation of being the foremost philanthropic lady in India.
Besides endowing a Parsi widows’ home in memory of her late husband, she has offered the
princely sum of Rs. 7,000,000 to the Municipality of Bombay for the construction of a large
and handsome public hall for the city, to be called after Mr. Nesserwanjee Petit. She has also
erected and endowed a large sanitarium near Surat, also named after her husband, for the free
use of Parsi invalids. She is making a most judicious and beneficent use of the colossal wealth
of her husband by various noble deeds of charity.

father in the management of his extensive business But it i u: rc ' . I .
and proclivities than by his business habits or riches that thu -
position in Bombay society. While at school Mr. Junaeg roog taste
His natural bent of mind led him to admire what v.,-.. good and I . ulif ii : :•

Tin, I.tTi: Ni-sriiv.asp 1: Manockj r.Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit, Esq., J. P.
Mr. Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit, only son of Mr. Nesserwanjee Manockjee Petit, the

well-known merchant ami capitalist of Bombay, was bom in Bombay on January it. It'S*-
Having passed the entrance examination of the University of Bombay in 1S75 he joined the
Klphinstone College, where he studied for nearly a year. He was then required to assist his

vent to his admiration in poetic cum pc itro->■. v.lr.ih.
innate k-auty have struck a neu path in Gutcrati l.l.;..:r.;.- Gi
had labuied under many and varied dilitcull!.- T?.. • rub
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cL.-Jy fo” >wed by Hindu writers, had a tendency to make poetry "a mere mechanic art.”
A new school of poetry was therefore necessary. It made its appearance with Mr. Jamsetjee as
its forerunner. He was the first writer who imported blank verse into the Gujerati language.

T::i: Late Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit Esq., J. P.

II: “the foundation of which was laid in his school-days” and which was
” , ‘.ic a in e imest of a bright future, is " Mahri Majeh ” i My Recreation), It

. a J.. ■ poem of nearly 4000 lines divided into several books. By its novelty and
«.■ . .. •. unlike any to which the Gujerati reading public was accustomed, "Mahri 

Majeh ” took the public by storm. A critic finds it “ Breathing a spirit of subdued sympathy
and benevolence.” And he further remarks that “the style is so free from the trammels and
superstitions of artificial writers that its very quaintness is music to the ear." The writer seems
to have a meditative cast of mind and a lively fancy. In another place the critic remarks:
"We read these productions with the same delight with which we read a page of Cowper’s
‘Task’ or Thomson’s ‘Seasons.’ ” Besides “Mahri Majeh” Mr. Jamsetjee was the author
of a number of original minor pieces of equally sustained interest, and possessing unusual
power and beauty of expression. His translations and adaptations from English and Persian
poets, chief among the former being Longfellow, are also worthy of note. All these poems,
originally contributed from time to time to the pages of various Gujerati periodicals, have,
since the author’s death, been collected and published in a book form.

Mr. Jamsetjee’s literary labors were not confined to poetic compositions only. He
devoted his time also to translating some important works, chief among them being the
“ Vendidad,” one of the important books of Zend Avesta, the Parsi Scriptures. He has also
translated the famous "Gulistan ” of Sheikh Saadi, the well-known Persian poet and prose­
writer. Both these translations are marked with a precision and faithfulness, and a grandeur
of language, seldom surpassed by any former Gujerati translator of the same works. Another
fruit of Mr. Jamsetjee’s literary labors, and one of the chief monuments of his future fame, is
a large collection of Gujerati proverbs. By dint of perseverance and personal exertion he
succeeded in collecting from various sources about 10,000 proverbs. These proverbs, originally
contributed by instalments to the pages of a Gujerati monthly magazine, are being now
published in a book form. They are alphabetically arranged, and wherever equivalent
proverbs in other languages, both European and Oriental, are found, they are given a place in
the collection, and this certainly has enhanced the value of the collection. Mr. Jamsetjee’s
two other literary works are "A Chester of Gems," being a collection of selections from the
best Gujerati and English authors (those from the latter translated into Gujerati), and
“ Miscellaneous Knowledge," being a collection of useful information on various topics.
In business matters Mr. Jamsetjee also distinguished himself by his strictly industrious and
honest habits, by his shrewdness and foresight. He was on the directorate of several
flourishing concerns in Bombay. To do good and to be useful to his fellow-brothers was Mr.
Jamsetjee’s chief aim in life. His magnanimity and nobility of heart, and, above all, his
philanthropic efforts, not only endeared him to all around him, but created for him an
ever-in creasing circle of admirers. His helping hand was ever readily and willingly stretched
for the relief of suffering humanity. Of public libraries and other literary institutions he was
a liberal patron, and of schools and poor scholars he was a warm supporter. It was on
account of these noble and philanthropic qualities that his untimely death, at the early age
of thirty-three, was so keenly deplored by all the various sections of Bombay society. And it
was as so many tokens of appreciation of those noble qualities that his bereaved parents
founded the following institutions to perpetuate his memory: (i) The Jamsetjee Ncsserwanjee
Petit Parsi Orphanage (an extensive and costly institution where nearly 200 Parsi orphan boys
are maintained and educated); (2) The J. N. Petit Institute (which is now in course of erection,
and which promises soon to become one of the leading and most popular public libraries in
Bombay); (3) The J. N. Petit Girgaum Library; (4) The J. N. Petit Babarkote Improvement
Library; (5) The J. N. Petit Khelwadi Gymnasium; (6) The J. N. Petit Wadi Charitable
Dispensary; (7) The J. N. Petit Female Ward of the Sadra Hospital; (8) The J. N. Petit Leper
Ward of the David Sassoon Infirm Asylum, Poona; (9) The J. N. Petit Jabnbordi Sanitarium
for Parsis (in course of erection), and (10) The J. N. Petil School for Boys and Girls at Indore.

The J. N. Petit Colaba Library, the J. N. Petit Ankleshwar Library, and the J. Petit
Broach Parsi Girls’ School were founded and endowed by Mr. Jamsetjee himself during his
lifetime. Besides these, Mr. Jamsetjee had endowed several scholarships in connection with
various educational establishments, chief among them being the scholarship in connection
with the University of Bombay for the encouragement of the study of the Zend, the sacred
language of the Parsi Scriptures.

The Parsis of Bombay have, by public subscription, raised a marble bust of Mr.
Jamsetjee, and presented it to the J. N. Petit Parsi Orphanage, in grateful appreciation of his
noble qualities of mind and heart.

Mr. Jamsetjee was married to Bai Hirabai, a daughter of bis uncle, Sir Dinshaw
Manockjee Petit, Bart. He died on March 19, 1888, without issue.



Bai Dinbai Nusserwanji Manekji Petit.

ar 189S there passed away in Bombay, in the person of the sub­
ject of this sketch, a Parsec lady who, by her philanthropy, had
earned for herself the title to rank with the noblest women of
India.

Bai Dinbai Nusserwanji Manekji Petit was born on the
twelfth of July, 183T, of a well-known and highly esteemed Parsec
family. She seems to have inherited her cliaritable disposition
from her paternal grandfather, Mr. Jamsetjec Dadabhoy, himself
a philanthropist of no mean note. There are elements of great
pathos connected with that part of the life of Bai Dinbai over which

the record of her princely charities extended. Late in life she lost her
only son, Mr. Jamsetji Nusserwanji Petit, whose death was followed not much later by that of her
husband. Bai Dinbai thenceforward sought in religion and benevolence some consolation for
her sorrows. She had caught, as it were, intuitively, the light of the true gospel of wealth,
and ever showed herself ready to act up to it when occasion required. The voice of Want
never appealed to her in vain, but in the brilliant record of her charities, both public and
private, it would Ik* difficult to point to a single instance in which the wholesome maxim of
charity beginning at home was departed from. It was, besides, a part of that religion of
humanity which she unflinchingly followed through life for her to be as helpful as possible to
ruined Parsec families, so as to enable them to maintain themselves in a manner consistent
with their respectability and social status. While on one hand her home was a daily resort
for the needy and the helpless from sunrise till sunset, on the other she spared no pains to put
beneficent public endowments on a permanent footing by means of munificent gifts; and
schools, orphanages, dispensaries, public halls, libraries, gymnasiums and widows’ homes,
both in Bombay and elsewhere, attest the large-hearted liberality of the donor.

The limited space at disposal precludes the possibility of giving details of Bai Dinbai’s
charities. It may, however, be said that the aggregate of her donations amounted to nearly
eighteen lakhs of rupees. During the recent plague-scare at Bombay, Bai Dinbai did all in
her power to minimize the terrors of the fell visitation by her help, in the shape of gifts
of eitlier money, clothes, hospital accessories or medical assistance. It was conduct like
this that earned for Bai Dinbai the tender and affectionate name of *'Matrushi,’’ ‘ The
Mother," and gratitude will well nigh lx- extinct in the human race before the inestimable
services she rendered to her community arc forgotten.

This noble-minded lady died al the age of sixty-eight, on the second of September, ihos.
universally lamented, her death creating a vacancy in the ranks of philanthropic which

every one felt would long remain unfilled.

Bai Dinbai, Widow oi Tin. I.at:. Ni
Petit. H; m.



Khan Bahadur Nowrojee Pestonjee Vakil, C. I. E.

HIS gentleman is a prominent citizen of Ahmedabad, by virtue

of his enterprising spirit and general popularity. He inte­

rests himself chiefly in female education and improved modes

of agriculture. Among the works of public charity that

he establishes! are: The Nowrojee Nirashrit Fund, founded

to give relief to the helpless poor of Ahmedabad, without

distinction of caste or creed, ami the beautiful ami spacious

Parsee Dharauisala. A fund for the construction of an

Opthalmic Hospital and Dispensary and a Fire Temple and

Hall for P..r -vs at Ahmedabad. were built by him and his brother, Khan Bahadur Jehangir

Pestonjee Vakil.

Mr. Nov. mice v.a • made a Khan Bahadur in i8bs, and in 1897 he was created a Companion

of the Mo : Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, in recognition of the valuable servicec that

he ha•*; r.L-rcd to the public of Ahmedabad. He was granted a silver life-pass over the B. B.

& C. I. R. and other connected railways.

Khan Bahadur Nowrojee Pestonjee Vakil, C. I. E.



The Hon. Nowrosjee Nusserwanjee Wadia, C. I. E., A. M. ICE Ml M E
M. S. A.

The Hon. Nowrosjee N. Wadia has been for years intimately associated with almost
every public movement in the city of Bombay, particularly with those of an industrial and
educational character. He is what may be called a self-made man. He was bom in 1849. and
when but eleven years of age was sent to a school near Liverpool, England, where he received
a thoroughly good English education, and returned to Bombay in 1866. He belonged to a
family of shipbuilders and engineers and had a natural liking for engineering. He joined the
cotton industry under his father, who controlled several mills, and served at the Reay Mills
now known as the Dinshaw Petit Mills. Soon after, he was appointed manager of the Albert
Mill, where he did good work, but he resigned this appointment in 1870 to start a venture on
his own behalf by erecting a paper mill, for which he designed and constructed the whole of
the machinery, in Bombay. This venture turned out unsuccessful for want of funds, and he
went to England to post himself on the working of paper mills and to arrange for more capital.
While there he received an appointment on the Sinde and Punjab Railway and returned to
India to join his post. About this time one of those strange events happened which sometimes
change the whole course of a man’s career. A serious accident occurred in the Maneckjee
Petit Mills, entirely destroying the engines, the estimated loss being direr lacs of rupees. As
the cause of this trouble was not apparent, several celebrated local engineers were consulted,
and among them Mr. Wadia. Some of the experts attributed the breakdown to accident, but
Mr. Wadia contended that it was due to neglect. His arguments were supported in an ably
drawn up report, which was submitted to engineers in England, and his conclusions were there
supported and confirmed. This incident induced Sir Dinshaw to request Mr. Wadia to give up
his railway appointment and take over charge of the Maneckjee Petit Mills. The confidence
which Sir. Dinshaw then reposed in Mr. Wadia was rewarded by the large fortune which that
gentleman has since acquired, and the deserved fame of the group of mills known as the
Maneckjee Petit group. Mr. Wadia has since Ixren the representative of several influential
English firms, and has designed and constructed, among others, the following mills, viz., the
National, Neriad, Dhur, E. D. Sassoon David, Presidency, Currimbhoy, Wadia, Indo-Chinn,
Tricumlal, Jehangir Wadia, and Calicut, while in the building of other mills he has advised
and supplied machinery. In x88i he designed what was then known as one of the largest
engines in the world. When this was first started the profession was generally of the opinion
that engines of this type would prove a failure and entail heavy loss on the owners. This,
however, has not been the case, ns they are now in use in Lancashire ns well as in India. Mr.
Wadia first introduced into India hosiery from Nottingham and Leicester ami sewing thread
from Paisley, as well as the dyeing trade of Glasgow, and, in conjunction with his other
partners and under the direction of Mr. William Reed, he has successfully carried on the latter
business since 18S0. As a mechanical expert his advice is constantly sought by the Bombay
Millowners’ Association. Mr. Wadia has always Liken a deep interest in education. In
connection with the formation of technical education he has been an energetic worker. He
was sufficiently far-seeing to understand how much the industries of Europe and America arc
indebted to this branch of education for their advancement and success, am! he used all In­
influence in order that Bombay might not be the last to acknowledge the fact. With the
encouragement of Lord Reay. Sir Prank Forties Adam, and the munificence of Sir Dinshaw
Manockjee Petit, he secured the establishment of a Technical Institute in tSSq, much of the
machinery for the workshops being donated. Mr. W’adia is still connected with the institute
as Honorary Secretary. He takes a lively interest in primary education, .11i d is a chairman
of the Joint Schools Committee, which has control of this class of education in Bombay. Hj
interest in physical development hits enabled the Parsec Community to secure a site for their
gymkhana on the Kennedy Sea Face, and Mr. W’adia is their Honorary Trv i-urer He i> a
member of the Municipal Corporation of Bombay and lias helped in forwarding the toUuwmg
charitable institutions, viz... the Leper Asylum at Matunga. Bombay . the Par-tv Lying-in lb
pi tai; the Home for Poor Parsecs and the proposed Public Hall for Bombay. Mr. Wadiahi-
been nominated to the Legislative Council by three successive Governors of Bombay---Lord
Reay, Lord Harris, and II. E. Lord Sandhurst. His advice has been frequently sought
by the Governments of India and of Bombay in the matter of the I-.xcim- Duties, the I her
Inspection Bill, and the Factory Acts, and on occasions such as the late Bombay Riots.

Hon Nowrc ' ’•
C. E , M. 1 M. E , ’ ■ • A



HE late Mr. Pallonjee received his

The Late Pallonjee Pestonjee
Rivettnna, Esq.

early education in a private school
where the rudiments of English
were taught to Native youths, but
he left school early in order to
become manager of the old Eng­
lish Hotel in the Fort. Soon after
the destruction of that hotel by
fire, however, Mr. Pallonjee started
a hotel of his own at Byculla, the
first venture of its kind attempted
by a Native in Bombay. Mr. Pal­
lonjee soon made this concern a
thorough success, and. after a short
time, finding that it was resorted

to in large numbers by Europeans of Iwth the civil and the
military clus-e-., he made extensive improvements, which led 

he founding of the present well-known Adelphi Hotel at Byculla.

I >r year:. Mr. Pallonjee, as proprietor, did his best to show that
Natives could compete with Europeans in the management of hotels,
and his ho-pitality and geniality soon became almost proverbial.

Mr Pah s activity was not confined to his ow n business, however, as he took a keen
itjtm-st in : .I'dic m .It-. r- and bis charities were extensive. The Bombay Government made
i.im a Ju<:cr of the 1 for the Town and Island of Bombay, in recognition of his good
v. ork

I:: obituary r -tnothat ppe arvd in the prominent Anglo-Indian journals of Bombay,
th ■■ T.ili- Mr. Pallonjee v.as sp »kr:i of as “Of a genial and pleasing disposition, having gained
f. - him <h the u!-i.vr.-al . : vm of the European ami Native communities.” During his life­
time < ’ hi ■ European frit ml- and admirer-, including the late Sir Frank Souter, proposed
r . a :I t • him. on account of his useful services to the European community.
Th s n:> -.. m-. A v.a uarm?. imported and would have been carried into effect, but it had to be
-b.i.d -nt '. ..v.to hi- sudden death, which occurred from apoplexy at the age of sixty. His
funeral w.u-» largely attended by both Natives and Europeans, amongst whom were the Hon.
• - the H<«: Mr. Justice Melville, the Hon. Mr. Ravenscroft and Sir Frank
Smiler th- •hen P< hi . C •mini •■•ner of the City of Bombay

(192)

Tub Lath Pai.i.onjei: Pestonjee Rivetnna, Esq.
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The Honorable Mr. Justice Parsons. I. C. S.

fOjR. JUSTICE HENRY JAMES PARSONS is the eldest son of

John Parsons, Esq., F. R. G. S., and was born on the

fourteenth of February, 1S45. He was educated at Eton,

where he was a King's scholar, and on leaving Eton

he entered Lincoln College, Oxford, of which he is a

scholar. In 1865, he passed the Indian Civil Service

Examination, and arrived in India in 1S67, having been

posted to the Bombay Civil Sendee. He commenced his

duties at Thana, near Bombay.

In 1867, Mr. Parsons married a daughter of J. R.

Gatcombe, Esq., of Ashfield House, Somersetshire.

In 1877, he was called to the Bar nt Lincoln’s Inn.
His Honor has occupied various positions in the Civil Service. He was Sessions Judge

at Hyderabad (Sind) and Karachi, and officiated as Judicial Commissioner in Sind. On

the twenty-first of November, 1887, he was appointed a Puisne Judge of the High Court of

Judicature, Bombay, and still performs the important duties of that high position.

Mr. Justice Parsons takes a very lively interest in Masonic affairs. He is, at the time

oi writing, District Grand Mark Master of the Bombay District. He is also Past District

Senior Warden of Bombay; Past Master of lodges “St. George" and “Union;" Past Z of

Chapters “ Keystone" and “Faith and Charity" (Scotch Constitution); Past Most Worshipful

Sovereign of Bombay, Chapter Rose Croix anil Thirty-second Degree and Intendant General

for the Bombay Division of the Order of Rome and the Red Cross of Constantine. Beside

these he holds many other degrees.

Tin: Honor.miij: Mr Ji vrici 1 C S



Khan Bahadur Pestonji Jehangir, C. 1. E.

This gentleman is a direct lineal descendant, in the male line, from the old and historical
Parsi family of the Nek Sant Khan, which rendered valuable political assistance to the British,
;u£. well as to the Mogul government, as far back as the middle of the eighteenth century. Mr.
Itonji was bom in Surat in 1831. He was educated at the Elphinstone Institution, Bombay,
until j> ;9, when he was transferred to the Elphinstone College. At this academy he secured
high honors, every year carrying away prizes for English literature, history, logic, and mental
and moral philosophy, reaching the climax of his scholastic attainments by taking Sir Erskine
Perry’s gold medal, in competitive examination, for the best essay in English on “ The Moral
and Social Causes of the Crusades, and Their Influence on Civilization.” Appropriately
enough, after such a successful educational career, Mr. Pestonji commenced life in the Educa­
tional Department. He was among the first Native Assistant Professors to be appointed in the
College wherein he had acquired his tuition, and during his professorship he delivered lectures
on Female Education and Social Reform amongst the Natives. He also edited popular maga­
zines and wrote for the press generally. He was Secretary to the Students’ Literary and Scien­
tific Society, and for some time was in sole charge of the English editorial department of the
** Kast Ge far."

In 1S57 Mr. Pestonji became Sub-Assistant I num Commissioner, but his services were
later on transferred to the Revenue Commissioner of the Northern Division, and in this depart­
ment he acquitted himself so well that the Government of Sir Bartie Frere raised him to the
position of Settlement officer for the Northern Division, and he was for a time placed at the
head of the whole Revenue Alienation Department of the Bombay Presidency. In 1874, at the
request of the late Gaekwar of Baroda, Mr. Pestonji’s services were lent by the Bombay
Government to the Baroda State, and he thereupon became President of the “ Sirdars’ Com-
missioa,” earning a very high eulogium from Sir Lewis Polly, the Special Commissioner and
Agent to the Governor-General, for his “concise, clear, comprehensive, and, in my opinion,
remarkably able report ” on the compromise effected with the Sirdars, Silledars, and other
military classes in the State, in regard to their grievances. In 1S75, Mr. Pestonji was appointed
Military. Settlement, and Political Minister, under the regular government formed in Baroda
ou the advent of Raja Sir T. Madhovro as Prime Minister. Among other onerous duties it
fell to Mr. Pestonji to instruct the young Prince in the details of the Settlement and Military
Department. and his lectures in this direction were characterized by Mr. E. A. H. Elliot,
C. I. E. as among “ the mo t remarkable of the scries ” of lectures delivered before the Prince.

The arrangements for the reception of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales at Baroda
v.erc entrusted to Mr. Pestonji, who was then in charge of the Administration during the
ah er.ee of the Raja Sir T. Madhavrao. Hence it was that upon him the duty devolved of
initiating and pushing forward the preparations required, which duly was admittedly discharged
in a highly satisfactory manner.

Some few years'ago the Government offered to send Mr. Pestonji to England to give
evidence Lafore the Select Committee of the House of Commons on important public questions,
which offer, however, he declined for private reasons. Mr. Pestonji received the personal dis­
tinction of Khan Bahadur, and the “ Empress Medal.” at the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi in
1.S77; and on the installation of His Highness the Gaekwar in iSSi he was presented by the
Goii-rr.meat of India with a diamond ring and a dress of honor. In 1882 he was appointed a
Com- .ni n of the Indian Empire. In 1883 Khan Bahadur Pestonji Jehangir, C. I. E., resigned
from the Baroda service. amidst the deepest expressions of regret by the people of the State,
and on hi. reversion to the British service he was made Talukdari Settlement Officer in Gujarat,
a p< .i: th it had previously been held by Covenanted civilians only. .He served for about six
years and then retired. After his retirement Lord Rvay appointed him to inquire into the
i’i pat-. • 1 ctv.een II. II. the Rao of Cutch and his Bhayats. He held this trust for about ten

hi to him elf and the Bombay Government
Mr. I c-stviiji’s cm er is another instance of Indian mothers having played a memorable

part in the future of their offspring. To the sagacity and tender solicitude of his mother Mr.
Pc tc:;;i is indebted for his early education and for the development of those traits of char­
acter which na*.e contributed to h:s advancement in life.

Mr l . tonji ha • three sons, the eldest of whom, Mr. Phirozesha Pestonji, holds the post
of Aw. .::t Comnn i ner, C. I.; the second, Mr. Ri'stom, is Assistant Collector of Customs,
and . in charge * f tile Opium Department The latter has had a most successful career in the
Gp; im L\- r.:.:. nt. and during the recent enquiry by Lord Brasscy’s Royal Commission did
much to w.:l the truth a to the effects of the Government traffic in this drug, and to clear the
G'.. ■mnicnt fn.m many charges brought against them by ignorant people. Mr. Pestonji’s
thud Mr. l urdunji I' . Lonji. is u barrister-at-law of five years' standing and is one of the
m< ■ junior counsels, practising in Bombay ami the Mofussil.

<«94)

Khan Bahadur Pestonji Jehangir, C. I.E.



The Hon. Pherozeshah M. Mehta, M. A., C. I. E., Etc.
Mr. Pherozeshah M. Mehta was bom iti August, 1S45, at Bombay, where his father was

a member of the well-known firm of Messrs. Cams St Co. On completing his school life, at the
Elphmstone Institution, Mr. Mehta matriculated at the Bombay University and kept his terms
at the Elphinslone College till he took his 11. A. degree in 1S64 ami his M. A., with honors, six
months later. He was subsequently nominated a fellow of his college. Sir Alexander Grant
Bart, translator of Aristotle's ethics, the then principal of the college, had conceived a high
opinion of Mr. Mehta's talents early in his academical career, and foretold a bright and
brilliant future for him. He was the first Parsec Master of Arts, ami three years later lie was
the first Parsee to be called to the Bar. Soon after taking his M. A. degree he proceeded to
England with a view to read for the liar. He joined Lincoln's Inn and was called to the Bar

the late Mr. Justice TcUng, in moulding the act into stxipe. Fee. ka-.e an;, id
of labor bestowed and the great practical experience brought to bear by Mr. Mehta sod the
late Mr. Justice Telang ou this act during its pa. through tbeS.Ivrt C-:.. ..
can be no doubt that Mr. Mehta's work, tn connection with the Mu:::;:- d Cor-
perpetuate his memory in the hearts and mindsof his fellow ciuc.c <ft.:..'. I. : .
said, with truth, that no person in India lias given hi:, utterance t:
importance with greater vigor of thought, sterling independence, f...::
of judgment than Mr. Mehta has. The v ' : ........
of the introduction of the Obert Lilt Both Anglo-Indians and natives in mast
appeared to lose their usual discretion and common Bcuv . _■ a.
of mind and really remlenal service to the Empire al large Ti. ’ -

in line course. Mr. Mehta, whilst qualifying himself for the profession of law, found time to
take a keen and active interest in the social and political reforms of India. He heartily
co-operated with Messrs. Dadabhai Naoroji and W. C. Bonnerji in establishing Hie London
Literary Society, which subsequently merged into the East India Association for the advocacy
of all legitimate Indian interests and aspirations. On Mr. Mehta’s return to India lie was
enrolled as a member of the Bombay High Court, and soon got into good practice. Within
five years of bis enrollment lie was retained as junior to the celebrated counsel, the late Mr.
Ansley, in the Parsee Towers of Silence Case, ami was praised by that gentleman for the
ability displayed by him in a trying and difficult case. Space docs not pennit us to give a full
account of Mr. Mehta’s professional career. Many and important have been the cases in
which he lias been retained, notably the Wilson-Cambay case, which was tried by a commis­
sion appointed by the Government of India. This case added greatly to his reputation. He
has conducted many cases ami appeals in connection with almost all the native States in
Kathiawar. In 1893 he was appointed by the Junagadh Shite as its Judicial Counsellor, which
post lie ably filled for two years. For the eminent judicial services rendered in that capacity,
the Slate presented him, on his retirement, with a magnificent piece of silver plate costing
5000 rupees. The first public movement with which Mr. Mehta associated himself was lliat
set on foot in 1S69, to recognize the valuable services rendered to the public by Mr. D.ulabliai
Naoroji for nearly n quarter of a century; and to Mr. Mehta belongs the credit of having
originated and brought it to a successful issue by the presentation of a handsome purse to that
gentleman. The next event in which he look a leading part had reference to the agitation for
municipal reform in 1871. The ratepayers were alarmed al the rapid increase of municipal
Indebtedness during the five years succeeding the grant by Government to the city of its first
municipal constitution under Hie bench of justices. A .scheme of reform which, to Mr. Mehta's
mind, lacked all the first principles of self-government on a constitutional basis was put
forward at this time by certain, so-called, reformers. He, therefore, read a paper at die
Framjee Cowasjee Institute, and sketched out the broad lines on which, in Iris opinion,
municipal reform should proceed. Mr. Mehta had the satisfaction of seeing his scheme
ultimately adopted by Government in a new municipal act which was pared in 1S72.
Mr. Mehta was elected a member of the Bombay Municipal Corporation in 1873. since which
year he has continued to sit uninterruptedly, with credit to himself ami advantage to the city.
In 1S84 he had the honor to be elected chairman of the Corporation, and was re-elected in the
following year. It is no exaggeration to say that he is the ablest chairman the Corporation
ever bad. The experience acquired by him in the Corporation proved of great service when it
was proposed to supersede the Municipal Act of 187a by the Municipal Act of 1SS8 during the
administration of Lon! Reay. Mr. Mehta was then nominated a member of tire Local
Legislative Council, and was chiefly instrumental, in conjunction with bis lifelong colleague.

utterances of Mr. Mehta, and his two lifelong frientls, the Houv.riL’.e .Mi-. ], ...
Tyabjee and the late Mr. Justice Telang at the public milling held in II ... 4
in calming the pasdou and strife existing in other parts of India, ..mi the cl; d< . .
earned the praises of Sir Evelyn Hiring (now Lord Cromer) and Mr. r. /aS'..- Comm:
Ilbcrt, as being the centre of political sobriety and activity. The holding cf ;
unconventional convention of the Indian people, which is popularly known the
National Congress, is attributed to this agitation. The first bitting w.m held in Imm
tlie Presidency of \V. C. Honncqee, Esq. To Mr. Mehta’s lot fell the chairai.:::.'../•■ <.. tl.c
Reception Committee of the Fifth Indian National Conger: j Im’.j in 1: \ u;m 1. _• 1 .. ..’
of that distinguished Anglo-Indian, Sir William Weddcrburt’. M. 1‘., who i no . tl • C.......
of the British Committee of the Congress. This Congre-s is hi’./r.cal, it liavi; ■ ;
honored by the presence of the great, guod and wise Chari.BrralLmm';. The . e.ch in w
Mr. Mehta welcomed Mr. Dradlaugh was so happily conceived ana ■ ■ eh:.’v.:r.:ly c m.
it elicited from that gentleman the highest prate. Next year Mr. M.h’.a v/m: . m'.
the Presidency of the Sixth Congruheld at Calcutta. In P ’ Mr. M.' m \ m '. li -
Fourth Provincial Conference held at Poona, and juMifie.’ his .> th? l:r
thought in the Presidency. In 1S93 he was elected by the Mi::::;/ al C- t
Bombay in the enlarged Legislative Council c'taldi h-.-d under t’:c : C . > '- m/
1891. Later on he was elected, by that Council it
in the Viceregal Legislative Council. The worn he did ti.. :.•//../ t'.. • •.:
with which he criticised the more important mv.murcacf the Supr;":.■ G •;•.:./■
the Cantonments Act aud the Amended Police Act ' - :
the highest praise from one end of the Empire to the other. . the -•
rendered, the inhabitants of Bombay voted him a laudatory .i.ld: . s •/: Apr?.. ! -
community gave him a public dinner at the Ripon Club The Sm. mill: Itcvu:;-; C.:.........
held in May of the same year, at Bclganm, under the Pre . t... ....
Mr. D. E. Wacha. voted an addn ; also. I’. '.h th. e irddu . u.:e 1 .. . ib ;:
on December 20, 1S95. I’ailing health conipelkd Mr Mehta to k :.:u h:. :i . ■ .. .
Legislative Council 1:1 the early part of r t ut he j. /
Provincial Council. In ucoguition of hi • many ::d v-.u--I :• •• .: .i c:
Companion of the Order et the Indian Empire. It ts to I:.- h< • th..’. . : » d- *
Sir. Mehta’s conspicuous ability way enable him t>» ent: r the „ ■ > .
we feel certain his presence would not only I e invaluab’..' to Indi 1, I nt toewry j .1
British Empire. Englishmen may jn-.tly be ptmai <. t; . .
such men as Pheroze-hah Mvht 1 and many *! :iii;;ii! I 1/• h'- '■■■ :
they haw uued t'.ic title to ;•.■ rj an theta own : head by!
justly lx? wn akud as a tribune of the peopl- ami it i - to 1. 1 ; :
be spared to render further j-cniev to his country and ra::-c //.. voic 1:1 ?.-• < . • . • •
justice whenever occa-ion requires.



IL*\. P1IEKOZESHA1! M. Mehta. M. A., C. I. E.

Dr. John Pollen, B. A., LL. D., I. C. S., Bar.-at-Law.
Few names arc better known, or held in greater esteem, through Western India than

that of Dr. John Pollen, whose genial nature and genuine sympathy with the people have gained
for him a high place in Native estimation. Dr. John Pollen, who was born on the third of
June, 1848, is the third son of John Pollen, Esq., of Mount Haigh, Kingstown. He was
educated at Kingstown School, commonly known as “ Stack pool e’s,” a very famous school,
and one that in the early fifties and sixties sent up many successful candidates for the Indian
Civil Service, Woolwich and Sandhurst, besides supplying a goodly array of scholars to the
Universities of Dublin, Oxford and Cambridge. Dr. John Pollen was the third brother of the
family to pass into the Indian Civil Sendee, directly and indirectly, from this school and the
Royal Schools of Dungannon and Portora. His eldest brother, Dr. A. D. Pollen, passed into
the Bombay Civil Service in 1865, being the first member of the family to come to India. He
it was who tried the Surat editors, and was afterward so well known for his good work ns Special
Judge under the Deccan Agricultural Relief Act, and subsequently as Judge of Belgaum and
Poona. He acted for some time as Legal Remembrancer to Government, and was during Sir
James Ferguson’s regime nominated by Sir Michael Westropp for the High Court, although
nothing came of the nomination owing to the technical difficulty that service of Legal Remem­
brancer could not, under the statute, be treated as equivalent to service as a Civil and Sessions
Judge. Mr. F. Pollen, the second brother, passed for the Civil Service in 1867, and elected to
serve in the Northwest Provinces, where, however, he died (at Bulandsher, where he was Col­
lector and Magistrate), after some five years’ service.

Dr. John Pollen, who is at present holding the important and responsible post of Commis­
sioner of Customs, Salt, Opium, and Abkari, came to India in 1871, and commenced his service
in Khandesh, whence he was transferred to Lower Bengal in the early months of 1874, to
serve under Sir Richard (then Mr.) Temple, in combatting the Bengal Famine. When the
famine was over, he returned to Khandesh, where he served as Railway Magistrate, Second
Assistant and First Assistant Collector, until 1881, taking his share of -work in the Bombay
Famine in 1876, when he was promoted to act as Under Secretary to Government in the Judi­
cial and Political Departments. He also acted for some time as Revenue Under Secretary during
the absence of Mr. Acworth, and was soon afterward selected to succeed Mr. (now Sir Charles)
Ollivant as Assistant Commissioner and Branch Inspector-General of Registration in Sind. He
served in Khandesh, Karachi, Broach, Ratnagiri and Tancli Mahals.

In all the districts where Dr. Pollen has worked he has done much useful work in the matter
of improving cities, building roads and dharamsalas, etc. His name is a household word
amongst the rich and the poor alike, and in all the places where he has left his mark, streets,
gardens, etc., have been named after him. When the plague first broke out, Dr. Pollen was a
regular and constant visitor amongst the plague-stricken people, and did much to ameliorate
their suffering. He was soon able to collect large amounts of money, which he personally
distributed among the needy.

Dr. Pollen is a 1J. A., a LL. D., a linguist and an author. He is a great Russian scholar,
and has written several brochures and translations from the Russian. He is the author of "The
Life of General Wolfe,” and his best brochure is the “ Battle of the Characters.” Dr. Pollen
has also taken a keen interest in volunteering, having served for nearly twenty years, at the
present time holding the rank of Major.
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Dr John Pollen, B. A.. LL. D., I. C. S.

The Late Nagar Sheth of AhmeJabaJ.
The late Rao Bahadur Premabbai Hemabhai, Nagar Sheth of Ab.— edahau

of the Sisodia and Kakola branch of the renowned Solar dyna.ty of .
in the annals of his native city which will he cherished formally
ancestors were well known for their steadfa-t friendship and u;i...-irvin..-lu}.:?.; t. tl 2 : .
of their day. They were in direct touch with them, and form..! ar. nr.ff.’.i: ; '
rulers and the ruled. The title of Nagar Sheth was first conferred 0:1 Sb
the Padamsha dynasty, by the Emperor Jeh ingir. To Khtma'.char.d. Cu pre . - ..
the credit of having saved Abmedabad from the constant r.:r. ci
For this valuable service, and for Ins unflinching loyalty, Klitaml chain’. .... . r .  L.; '
given the right to collect, for hi.-, own private use, the octroi duty of Ah:;i.:. I. Ir.. 1 .
this right being continued, Government now grant toll's I’.aaknt. a j. J : .. ..
Rs. 2,133 yearly.

Such was the chivalrous and patriotic ancestry which Mr Premaba.i: churned. H •
born in 1815, and inherited all the virtue-, of his ancestors, including unv.ai .
rulers of the country. The first important display of his philanthropy . ; • in c .1: - .
the melancholy events of 1S57. Hospitals for the relief of tl:v wounded vrere then l.c:r.g .
lished in many parts of the country. This led Mr. Premabhai to endow h*. '.iw ci: with
hospital for the relief of the suffering of all castes and creel -. He came forward u::b C....
tion of Rs. 22,150, to which a like amount was added by his hr ither-ind.i a. S'H
This hospital still flourishes in Ahmedab.id. and bears the joint , f th r. •... ...
next charity hail for its object the improvement of the minds of hr. ciair.tr.:;;.Tl.c want, .
a good library was seriously felt, so Sheth I’rvmabhai contributed the um 7 . r
purpose of building one. This library is known as the Ikmah’.i.a I:: litutc, :u 1:1; > .. ,t
none in Gujarat. He gave the handsome sum of Rs. 10,ax-. toward the 1 t..: cf Hi?
Gujarat College, a flourishing academy which prepares -tr. dcn’.-> fur the B A. ecu
Presidency University. About the same time he extended his liberality in n;
to the Grant Medical College of Bombay, by founding a bin :.r th. ; ; . ..
student at the annual examination.

During the eventful days of the Mutiny, when t!:e I realty of the p-.c y’ ■ ■ J ....
and Government stood in need of information from Central India. owing t ■ c.. ot u.
telegraph wines by the mutineers, Mr. i’remabhai showed the tr ili'.r .1 '< << If. 1 •
by establishing dak communication between Indore .u;d A!:::...; .'. -I. the iinp .. : . < ’.;.. .
was test!flvtl to by the Collector. Mr. Hndow, and the Judge. Mr. Warden, who *. thuu 1 .
able to receive authentic information daily.

In 1S63. when the Victoria and AlbcrtMuscutnatBomb.lv w.vw la’ ’i *... I’r.
gave a donation of Rs. 1,350. to which he added U-. 1 i.»1 the railinj :r
and the surrounding garden*. Famine havin ', overtaken Alnucdibatl. Mr. Pre:
20.000 rujiees to the starving poor 111 the space of two years He gave .. .
Rs. 2,000 to the Gujarat Society for promoting thevem icular !•••■:i:’.-! • '.. ’ • - ru; ..
toward the erection of dharamsalas at NaroJa, Sarkl;. *. B.ma’a. 1 :uuui . - ■

But liberal M the above benefactions were, Mr. Pmnabbaihiphilanthropy f m 1 u i
greater expression in the buihling of religious phiccj ar.d temples ai:d : 1 t - .....
hill of Strunj 1 are to 1 ' ■ .t :i i : 1.. m • '•
there at a co. t of live I.v.h-. r.i’-.u -, .:r.d th. ’
ers. Pilgrinu a’sovnjoy. with feeling-’of the •Ic'-'pct gvatit-.'.;’.', tl:c «’-i’-;ra::i
sacred mountain for the puqo-e oi giving them .It and t;:? e : ....
Premabh ii* - reli j 1 • mtim
for the u-c of hi - >w ’ . ;’i ; . he-i: I f < / - :
built a jkinjrapule -. rest house » for their benefit

bhctli 1‘reniabhiitook little part in pahUc . Still, ’ l'- ? I. ‘ : . ' >
giL.it N : : ;r x•1 > o‘. < '•••
Council toon after it* r4abli»hnicnt under the G«wnu>r hip o; Mr i-i * .
latter davs of bus h'.c in quietude and rctirviii'.-nt, devoting h::.: h '• - - •
He was gathered to his forefathers, full of vean. in tS .rd the an . .
found expression in the erection of a permanent memorial m h. > lu r. <:• C:
hull, which is associateil with his name.

AlbcrtMuscutnatBomb.lv


Sheth Manibhai Premabhai.

ANIBHAI, the third and last son of the late well-known Ahme-

dabad, philanthropist Premabhai, was bom in i86jat Ahmedabad,

and received his English education at the Government High

School in that city. At the early age of eighteen he entered

into business under the keen eye of his shrewd father, and on

the latter’s death he carried on business on his own account

When he was twenty-seven he was appointed a Municipal Com­

missioner by Government, and later on he had the honor of

being elected the first Vice-President of the Municipality, and

at the expiration of his first term of office he was unanimously

re-elected. He received a sound initiation into municipal affairs

under the able guidance of the experienced Rao Bahadur Run-

chordlal Chotalal, and on this gentleman’s death in 1898 he was 

made President of the Ahmedabad Municipality, a position he now holds. Mr. Manibhai is

said to be th-, youngest nou-official President of a Municipality in the Presidency of Bombay.
Following in the footsteps of his esteemed father, Mr. Manibhai has worthily maintained

the family reputation fur philanthropy, and has assisted many public institutions for the benefit 

of his native city.

(19S)
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Sheth Manibhai Prkmabhai.

Mr. Premchund Roychund, Seth.
Mr. Premchund Roychund is the son of Mr. Roychund Dipriraraj. z $.. 

of the Jain community. He was born in March, ibyi, and w..r. educated at -
Institution, till he attained the age of sixteen years, when he started life
as an exchange and share-broker. Shrewdness and perseverance, as the ba s g: I . •. <-
takings, carried him along steadily toward the early sixties, and crownt 1 LL  .... a
large fortune, placing him foremost on the list of brokers doing in H;»
influence with all the banks and mercantile firms, both European a.-.d native. v.:, t:
so much so, that he was the prime mover in transactions in stocks and tn i
acutally ruling the markets. No concerns were started or trar.raclic:: r. ’ .. 
Mr. Premchund's knowledge and approval, or advice. Little v.g : L
attained so prominent a position in the commercial world, also am.e .a
crores of rupees. Speculation in Bombay at tliis period 11.^61-651 Lad .. .. ....
that adventurers from all parts were attracted to the city. The progress ci c: a: r. ’ .1
agency houses with banks, and the shares were greedily bought up at 1. gli
Shipping companies were started to make the merchants of Bombay indcr
ship-owners, and, as a new and powerful incentive to speculation, fiuar.v . .. wc
introduced, the shares of which frequently ran up to nearly 2 hundred yer c.... .
the nominal capital of Rs. 400 per share, when only Rs. 100 had been p ill,.... .. d
business done. All these speculations, however great as they may - .cm. were . :.j by
the gigantic scheme of the Back Bay Reclamation project, by which th. co:1 I,
the first place, to provide the land on the shore of Back Bay along which th. . D. I.
Railway now runs. and afterwards to use up the residue of the grcui: 1 rec’. . . 1.
purpose of providing sites for marine residences. The shares of thi
25.000 each, where Rs. 4000 had been paid up, or more than 500 per cent pr
threw the city into a state of frenzy. The price of land ran up c:a?•; < . . .
companies were started, and were greatly encouraged by the Government The c tten trade
also poured enormous wealth into Bombay, during this period, when the c.'.‘: : . ; tn
America was cut oil by the Civil War. The average annual export of cotton frem i
during those years was valued at /at,582.847. Such w.v» the state of excitement 1. <
in those days, and such were some of the ingenious schemes devised far ;
fortunes, of which Mr. Premchund was the prime mover. He acquire! a . .
renown, consequent on his brilliant success, through the -lew excrci of honest i j
and was credited with a genius and faculty for business ;O envious that p yie 1
his sanctum to solicit his advice in business matters. Mr. Premchund’s m livrauu
occupied every’ available moment of the day, and, to provide again ’. the i’/.'/-
those people who were struck w ith a natural de -ire to acquire wcallh. 1: e w ; c '.....
a sentry, or porter, placed at his gate to prevent people from encroaching <>u '■■■ ■
time. So eager were the people to interview Mr. Premchund. Ural they w.nt ■? t
offer bribes to his porter of Rs. 500. or Rs. 400, to be allowed to h’.::: ■ - • • .
only. With all the wealth at his command, Mr. I’rvnuhund Roychund \ . n.; f . • ’
the needy and poor. He is credited with disbar inu::ts to van ■ ■ v’. . : .. .
of twenty lakhs of rupee*.

While the war in America lasted, the cotton trade in . . . 1: ' 11:
tion, and we are sorry to record, that Mr. Premchund Roychund t- .k tl AR
cotton th a UmG* -.-a di trlct trndd 1 • • ■ ' ' ’ - ’ ‘ ’
great Civil War would kbt; but the crash came in tl: 1 ’ ‘ •
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pKEMCllt'ND RoYCIHM) S1.TH.

announcing the surrender of Lee’s army and the practical termination of the war. This
brought ruin and distress to Bombay*. The price of Indian cotton came down with a run,
and hundreds were ruined, millions of money vanished as if by magic, and Mr. Premchund
Roychund was helpless to prevent it. The wealth he had gathered together disappeared
faster than he had collected it, and he found himself a ruined man and totally bankrupt

Undaunted, however, by this terrible calamity, Mr. I’remchund brought all his faculties
into play again, and started in business once more, as a broker. By his perseverance, coupled
with honest dealings and indefatigable zeal and energy, he succeeded in retrieving the
greater part of his lost fortune, and he now stands once more, among the wealthy brokers of
Bombay. Mr. Premchund was naturally gifted with a genius for business, so much so,
that, in all his dealings, whether in stocks or shares, gold, silver, opium, cotton, bills
of exchange, or any other security on the markets, he has never been known to have recourse
to a note book of any kind or to record his transactions, the average total value of which
daily amounts to some lakhs of rupees. All these he retains in his memorj’ till the close of
business each evening, when he dictates to his clerks all the transactions of the day; never
forgetting an item. Mr. Premchbnd is of an active and daring nature. He is credited with
being a courageous man, caring little for pomp or show. Closely following the religion of
his ancestors, while his principal characteristics are promptness in business matters, and
liberal donations toward charity. As one of the principal promoters of education he has,
from time to time, bestowed several lakhs of rupees in gifts, in return for which he has been
appointed a Fellow of the Bombay University. His munificent grant of Rs. 6,39,000 to the
Bombay University resulted in the erection of that elaborate edifice, the University Library
and the Rajabai Clock Tower, which was named after his mother, and designed by Mr.
Gilbert Scott. On the Calcutta University, he bestowed the handsome sum of three lakhs of
rupees, the interest of which goes toward the maintenance of an annual scholarship called
the “Premchund Roychund Studentship. ” To the Ahmcdabad Training College, he gave
Rs. So,000; and a private donation of Rs. 60,000 to the Frere Fletcher Girls’ School, which
would still have remained unknown had not the will of Miss Prescot (the founder of the
school) been discussed in the courts of law on that lady’s demise. Mr. Premchund also
bought a large building with an extensive piece of land at Mahim and bestowed it on the
Scottish Orphanage. He established a female school in Surat called after his father the
Roychund Dipchund Girls’ School. He also built a library at Broach, which was called
after his father. For this he was presented with an address of thanks from the inhabitants
of Broach, and a large portrait of the donor was lately unveiled by the Collector of that city,
in the library, before a large gathering of people, on which occasion Mr. Premchund spent
Rs. 5,000 in various other charities. He also built several d haram sal as in Guz.erat and
Kathiawar, while he restored many old, and built new, Hindoo Temples, which together
with other miscellaneous buildings stand to-day as further records of his charities. He
established a boarding and lodging house in Bombay, which he endowed with a gift of Rs.
50,oc»., the interest to go toward feeding the poor. To encourage architecture in India,
Mr. Premchund, in conjunction with Mr. Karsandas Madhavdas of Bombay, and Mr. Prem-
bhai Hemebabhai of Ahmcdabad, contributed largely toward the publication of Sir Theodore
Hope’s Treatise on the Architecture of Mysore, Bijapur, and Ahmcdabad, in three large
handsomely bound volumes, copies of which may be seen at the Asiatic Library*. His love
for ami kindness to animals may also be seen in that refuge for stray animals at Panjrapor
over which he has spent some thousands of rupees.

Notwithstanding all these gifts Mr. Premchund Roychund still continues his charities
in minor instances, which average some Rs. 3000 monthly.
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Purshottomrai Sunderji Zala, Esq., Naib bewail of Junagad.

Mr. Purshottomrai belongs to the Zila family of the Vaduagara Nagar community. He
was Urn in Junagad on the twenty-sixth of December, j86i. The fidelity, devotion to duty
and unswerving attachment to their ruler of this well-known family are proverbial in Kathia­
war, and it is they who contributed in no small degree to the nuking of Jagannath Zdla,
Govindji Zfilfi, Gokulji Zali ami other illustrious men connected with the history of Junagad^
Jagannath Murarji Zahi was the first to come into prominence, and his conspicuous abilities
soon secured for him the position of Diwan of Junagad, to which post he was appointed in
1750, and which he filled for eight years with credit to himself and advantage to the State.
Amerji Rudarji, another member of the family, was selected in 1791 as private karbhari to the
zenana of H. H. the Nawab Saheb Bahadurkhanji the first, a position of great responsibility.
He discharged the duties with tact and ability, and his services were rewarded in 1797 by a
grant in inam, in perpetuity, of the village of Gangecha. Amaiji continued to hold the
appointment till his demise in 1818, and his two sons, Govindji and Indraji, were, after hw
death, selected to work as karbharis to II. H. Ahmed Khanji. They, too, discharged their
trust with ability and honor.

Gokulji Sampatram Zdla the celebrated statesman and Diwan of Junagad, was the grand­
son of Indraji, and was Urn in 1814. He made himself famous by the rare virtues of probity,
moral courage, high sense of duty, and, above all, an unblemished social reputation. He rose
to be Diwan to the ruler of Sanrashtra, which position he occupied till his death. To his
administration are due various reforms in the State, which added materially to its progress and
prosj>erity. Being very well versed in the Vedantic philosophy, he was strictly religious and
led a righteous life, earning for himself the title of “Sugna” {i. e., wise).

Sunderji Zfild, the paternal uncle of Gokulji, and the father of Mr. Purushottamrai,
was a man of moderate means and retiring disposition. His integrity and honesty were
unflinching, and these qualifications secured for him the ]>osl of head of the Daftari Daftar,
an appointment conferring on him consideiablc authority. His unassuming manner and bis
unswerving loyalty and devotion made so indelible an impression on the minds of the members
of the regency of H. H. the Nawab Saheb Sir Mahabatkhanji, that on his demise in 1879, fi’s
eldest son, Mr. Purushottamrai, though a boy of fifteen only, was entrusted with his late
father’s duties.

Mr. Purushottamrai was a promising young man, ami the pious ami devout Gokuljibhai,
with the prescience and keen observation inherent in such men, predicted a great future for
him. As a near cousin, he naturally had some regard for the youth, and this ripened into
love as his noble qualities developed themselves. That well-known scholar ami author. Mr.
Mansukhram S. Tripathi, in his biography of the late Bahadur Gokuljibhai, says, on page
302, that the deceased statesman used to say that of all the members of the Zdki family then
living he was most impressed by Mr. Purushottamrai, and predicted that he was destined to be
a great and good man, and he hoped that he would add to the reputation of the Z.ik'i family.
Having been depriveil of his father al the tender age of fifteen, and as, being the eldest male
member of the family, the cares of looking after its interests had devolved upon him, he had
to abandon his studies and accept the post conferred on him by the administration under the
advice of II. E. Vazir Saheb Bahamldinbhai Hashambhai, C. I. E., who had the greatest regard
for and highly appreciated the great self-sacrifice, honesty and truthfulness of Mr. Purushot-
tamrai’s deceased father.

Mr. Purushottamrai, being endowed with more than ordinary intelligence, power of keen
observation and working capacity, performed his duties so well that he soon became a persona
grata with, and won golden opinions from, all his sujieriors. In the course of a few years he
fully merited the confidence reposed in him by His Highness the Nawab Saheb, ami he was, in
1SS2, entrusted with the duties of the Hazur Assistant, a post that requires great tact, zeal ami
sagacity, all of which the young official possessed- in no small degree. While thus employed
he lost no opportunity of making up for the loss he had sustained in giving up his studies at
an early age, for he utilized all his spare lime in reading learned works. He is thus essentially
a self-made man. He is a clo-e observer of men and manners, and this, together with his
various capabilities and power of organization have made him an able statesman and a saga­
cious administrator.

That His Highnr

which h.ul earned the full confidence of m\ late 1

udmiiiith

jointly with li I

Mr. Puruslm-.t.imr .1 ->

under the advice of Hi-
Kao Bahadur Behechardas Viharid.i.s 1 \
disputes between the Hindus and Mu
the two communities had been a sour 

foun«i scholar, Mr. Mansukhr unldiai.
degree towanls the encouragement of ,
literature ami an admirer of the k arm-tl.
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mashes who went into outlaw
he organized gi
head of a party
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in him. and is no less conscious of hr
that in the Council for earning on the St.i
when he proposed going there on the i»
Mr. Purushottamrai’s name was mentioned, ti
Sarabhai and others, as a member.

to the Delhi Assemblage in lb;;. He was again -elected in
pany H. H. Sir Kasulkhanji during his tour through North
acquitted himself with credit, and Captain «nuw Ma>r. lie
was companion to His Highlit-:.> in the second tuarf-.uj -..;
Mr. Purushottamrai Zala. and 1 find him a verv nice. ;:-i
great thing, especially on these occasions, a thorough gentk-t

Mr. Purushottamrai’s career as a :-talesman repru scuti
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loyalty to the State and its chiefs simplicity of manner, we
ance. It is very rare that so many valuable qualities, licth 1
combined in one individual. His faithful services to th
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I'tKtSHOTTAMKAl SVNUEKJI ZaI.A. EsOf IKK

Ranachhodabhai Udayarama, Esquire.

Mr. Ranachhodabhai, the well known Gujarati author and dramatist, was born at

Mahmlha in Gujarat in 1S3S. and is a Khedavala Brahmana by caste. He received his early

education in his native place and displayed such aptitude for study that he was advised to

seek higher education than that afforded in the local school, and this he did al Nadiad;

and subsequently al Ahmedabad, where he completed his school life al the High and the

Law Schools. Whilst a student in the latter, Mr. Ranachhodabhai devoted his leisure Lours

to writing essays on important subjects and in composing poetry. Shortly afterward he was

appointed editor of the “Budhi Prakasha,” a journal published by the Gujarati Vernacular
Society. Sir Theodore Hope, who look a great interest in Mr. Ranachhodabhai s literary
work, sought his advice and help in connection with the “Gujarati Reading Series.’’ which
he. Sir Theodore, was then issuing. Mr. Ranachhodabhai subsequently accepted a position
in the office of the Collector of Ahmedabad, and subsequently one in that of the Educational
Inspector, but being offered by Mr. Bechedos Ambaidas (who was a leading banker of
Ahmedabad and the native agent for the well known firm of Messrs. Lawrence & Co. ), the
position of this agent in Bombay, Mr. Ranachhodabhai accepted the place. This was the
time of the disastrous Share Mania in Bombay, when so many wealthy and reputedly shrewd
men came to grief, but Mr. Ranachhodabhai managed the affairs entrusted to him with so
much care and foresight that his principal was not involved in the crash which came after
the Southern States of the United Slates of America were defeated. Mr. Ranachhodabhai
subsequently acted as agent in Bombay for the Stales of Gondal, Palunpur and Idar, and in
1SS4, His Highness Sir Khenjarji, G. C. S. L, Rao of Cutch, invited Mr. Ranachhodabhai
to become his Huzur Assistant, and this place he still holds alike to the Rao’s and the
people of Cutch’s benefit, he having displayed, in the discharge of his duties, honesty,
industry and political sagacity. Though, as will be seen from a perusal of this sketch, Mr.
Ranachhodabhai has led an active commercial and political life, he has found time to devote
to work of a literary character, and is the author of more than twenty-five books dealing
with various subjects, eight being original dramas, three translations of Sanskrit dramas,
three on political matters, two moral essays, three on rhetoric ami poetry and the remainder
on miscellaneous subjects. He has also translated the Laghu Siddhanta Kaumidi and the
Hon. A. K. Forbes’ Rasmala, ami to these two translations he has added full explanatory
notes. The names of Mr. Ranachhodabhai’s principal works are Jay a Kumari Vijaya Nataka,
Lalita Dukkha Darsaka Nuttaka, Nula Damayani Nataka, Mudalasa and Pitudhyaja, Banasura
Mada Mardana, Natya Prakasha, Rasa Prakasha and Rana Pinjala.

Mr. Ranachhodabhai is noted through the Bombay Presidency for his different works,
which are characterized by their high moral principles and clearness and simplicity of style.
He has in addition to the foregoing, translated into Gujarati the Laghu Siddhanta Kaumidi
(a Sanskrit work on Grammar).

It may be safely said that no living Gujarati author is more widely read than the
subject of our sketch.
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The Late Hon. Mr. Runchordlal Chotalal, C. I. E.

The late Hon. Mr. Runchordlal Chotalal, who was born at Ahmedabad, in Guzrat, on
April 29. 1823. was by descent a Satlxxlra Nagur Brahman, a caste well known for intelligence,
bravery and distinguished political life. In hi> young days there was no government
English school in Guzrat. and young Runchordlal, after acquiring the usual training in

the Vernacular, learned English under private tuition, ami, aided by self-study, qualified
himself to discharge official duties, an I to deliver public addresses in effective and impres­
sive English. He also possessed a very fair knowledge of Sanskrit and Persian. He
entero! Government service as a clerk in the Customs Department on a salary of Rs. 20
per month, and in ten years’ time had risen to the position of Assistant Political Agent
in the Punch Mahals, on a salary of Rs. 300 per month. He. however, left Government
service for the more lucrative field of cotton manufacture, and in 1S59 he started
the first cutton mill in Ahmedabad, which was, by the way, the third mill to be erected in the
Bombay Presidency. Ahmedabad is at present the second cotton manufacturing city of impor­
tance in India, and Mr. Runchordlal had the credit of being the father of the industry in
Guzrat.

Mr. Runchordlal contributed greatly to public charities, his benefactions in this direction
amounting to over Rs. 3,00,000. Among the institutions that were founded by him are : “.The
Runchordlal Dispensary.” “The Jubilee Female Dispensary,” “The Lord Harris Traveling
Dispensar1.." “The Runchordlal Medical Home and Relief Institution,” “The Runchordlal
Girls’ School,” “ The Runchordlal Shapur Vidyalaye,” and “Satliodra Sablin Mandap.” His
c mtnbutions towards both the Guzrat College and the Prarth.1naS.1maj show how his sympathies
varied He took special interest in municipal affairs, and from iS68 various reforms at Ahmeda-
ba i were instituted and carried out by him in all their details. Among these may be mentioned
the removal of the night soil, the est: blishment of a tramway in connection therewith, the
Ahmedabad Water Works, and the Ahmedabad Drainage Works, which latter, however, are
still incomplete, although about one-quarter of the city is provided with the new drainage.
Mr. Runchordlal was President of the Ahmedabad municipality for the last fourteen years of
his uimii.ip.d career, and he had the great and consoling satisfaction of recording a large

-t: m in th • rate of mortality, ow ing to the sanitary reforms w hich he had himself carried
thr ugh. It nuy U- m ntiom 1 lint the Ahmedabad public, though hostile at the lime of the
ini'.i:'*•.uf th.- _• reforms, were very enthusiastic in applauding his work in the ‘alter part of
his career.

In recognition of hi . public services Government conferred on Mr Runchordlal the
C m-bipof the Mn-t Eminent Ord.-r of the Indian Empire lC. 1 E ). in 1S83 in addi-
t: m the title of Ra<» Bahadur In 1S92 hr w is nominated by Government as Additional
Member of th.* I.-.*gi *. itivc Council of thr Bombay Presidency, am! he was twice reappointed
..ft-.r Ti.ng !.i' first Erin, and his opinions were always highly esteemed He look part in
■.—’X..- i:: ■.l;:: ::ts fi r th - - >.ial and moral advancement of the people, he was a warm

.; : th- temp r nice movement; and hr always usd hi-. influence to reduce the number
of in thr citv. He w.isa regular attendant at the Prarthana Samaj, and his sym-

.-xteri le 1 to the Congress as well as to Conference Moveinr.its.
~. '.- old M in ” of Guzrat, as lie was called by the people, died on the twenty-

O ' .!-.*r, J'-,', at the ripe old age of seventy-five.

The Hon. Mr. Justice Russell, B. A., Bar-at-Law.

The Hon. Mr. Justice Louis P. Russell is the third son of John Alexander Russell. Esq.,
formerly a merchant of Bombay, ami was born on the tenth of December, 1850. He was
educated at Rugby from 1S62 until 1868, after which he entered Trinity College, Oxford, where
he graduated, taking the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and gaining honors in Moderations and
the Final Law and History School. He was called to the Bar ( Middle Temple), in January,
1875. He acted as Administrator-General of the Bombay Presidency on several occasions, and
was appointed a Puisne Judge of the High Court of Judicature, at Bombay, on the eighth of
December, 1898, which important post he still holds.



The Late Sheth Sarabhai Maganbhai Karamchand.

The subject of this sketch was the grandson of Sheth Motibhai. and brother of the late
Rao Bahadur Sheth Maganbhai Karamchand, who, having no son of his own, adopted Sarabhai
ns his heir and successor. As he was only four months old when Sheth Maganbhai died in
1864, he was brought up and educated under the care of the late Sir Cursetjec Jamsetjee
Jecjcebhoy, the second Baronet. Sheth Utnabhai Hathising, the late Hon. Rao Bahadur Run-
chordlal Chotalel, C. I. E., the late Sheth Becherdass Atnbaidttss, C. S. I., and Sheth Bhanbhai
I rikumdass, were appointed trustees by Sheth Maganbhai, and the last-named gentleman being
his nephew the immediate management of the property fell on his shoulders, while the duty of
rearing and educating young Sarabhai devolved on his grandmother, Sangarbai. Death, how­
ever, soon deprived young Sarabhai of the tender care of this kind lady, who passed away
when he was only ten years old. Nevertheless, owing to his industrious habits of life, he fin­
ished his education* in 1SS1 at the age of seventeen, be passing the Matriculation Examination
at the Bombay University. He then joined the Gujarat College at Ahmedabad, but after alxiut
a year he relinquished his studies on the advice of his trustees who had decided on his future
occupation.

In 1878 a new industry was started in Ahmedabad in the shape of a Calico Printing Com­
pany, and, owing to unfavorable circumstances, the original agents of the company gave up the
concern which the trustees of Sarabhai took over on his behalf. This company was named the
Ahmedabad Manufacturing and Calico Printing Company L’t’d. The trustees had previously
invested considerable capital in the company, hence it was that they thought it belter to take it
over entirely and keep it going under a new name. At that time Sheth Sarabhai was nearly
out of his teens, and had given indication of qualities which go to make an excellent business
man. He was therefore removed from college and placed in business, at an age when many
young men, in similar stations of life, are wasting their time in idleness. In the beginning of
Sarabhai’s business career, the mill did weaving alone, but as this did not pay satisfactorily,
owing to the necessity of purchasing yarn from others, Sarabhai in 1883 introduced spinning
in addition, and since then it has been a spinning and weaving mill. There were al first only
7,000 spindles, but these were increased to 20,000 in 18S9. Although Sarabhai had to look after
his banking firms in Ahmedabad, Bombay, and other places, he was still able to devote a portion
of his time and attention to his mill, where he displayed qualities of head and heart which
attracted many persons who were anxious to either serve under him or join in his business.

Sarabhai’s life was of short duration; yet, owing to his mild temper, sharp intellect, and
readiness to oblige, he endeared himself to the public, and was equally respected by Govern­
ment officials. From 1885 he served as a member of the Ahmedabad Municipality, and for a
long time he was secretary to the Girls’ School, an institution founded by his adoptive father.
In his will he set apart a large sum for the establishment of a foundling asylum. His devotion
to his own religion was exemplified by his bequeathing a similar amount for objects connected
with Jainism.

Sheth Sarabhai frequently visited Bombay, ami his love for traveling and hi* religious
zeal induced him to visit Kathiawar, Madras. Calcutta, Mnhableshwar, Abu, Mysore, the Nilgiris
and Cashmere. He was voting, handsome ami wealthy—all conditions favorable for the indul­
gence of vice—yet he maintained a high standard of virtue, am! was temperate in all things.
Fortune favored him in everything, except, as will be seen in the most important one of all
health. In 1885 he contracted a serious type of remittent fever, from which he recovered only
after a long illness. In 1895 while returning from Ambajee, another serious illness confined
him to his bed. and, though all that human effort could accomplish was done for him, he died
at the early age of thirty-one, his many friends among the several communities of Ahmed.ib.nl
sincerely mourning his untimely death. His young widow expired three months later, and the
family now consists of Mr. Sarabhai’s two daughters and as on, Sheth Ambalal, a boy of nine.
and his younger brother, Mr. Chimanlal. who is now thirty years of age These two brothers,
owing to their deep affection for each other, were called ” Rama ami lukshinan.” by their
acquaintances. The voting man whose brief career is sketched above set an example that voung
sons of rich parents,'finding themselves suddenly wealthy, may with advantage follow.

Tin I.vri: S1u.n1 Sarahhai Mag\:.i 11 v. ;

Ahmed.ib.nl


Tb.e Late Slu t Guculdas Liladhur Pasta.

The name of Shet Goculdas Liladhur l’a*Li stand* high on the list of those who have
':v.d the fair fame uf the City of Bombay. The Bhallia community, of which he was a mem­

ber. • unridcr it their duly to 'perform .ids of charily, to help one another, ami to feed the poor
ni'xrrs of other communities. as well us of their ow n. \\ hen the smile of the fickle goddess

; :«>rtune brighten* hi* path. the successful Bhallia turns his thoughts to the jxior and less for­
tunate. and. in this y-rucular. >het Guculd «s Liladhur followed the well-known traditions of
hi* race, ..nd rendered himself prominent lor his deeds of charity ami good works. He was
!av:*h in publicly helping the general poor of Bombay, and privately he assisted the indigent
. f hi* own community. The I* Hinder of the Pa*ta family was the late N. P. Shet Mohanjee,
the grundfaher < f Gociilda* Liladhur. Shet Mohanjee went to Bombay about the year 1S55,
am: cimrnemv-1 business .1* a volton merchant, trailing with the leading European firms in the
.1'.. He won the title of •• Pasta ” - or “ prince ”—on account of his princely generosity, and
th:* cuguomvn is still borne by hi* descendant*.

Mr. G« •,-ulda* w..s bom in ibuq. He received, at the hand*of his father, as good an educa-
:.is could be 1’btainvd in those d y>. This was supplemented by the paternal advice ami
m*tnut:-i:i in commercial affairs. Mr. Guculdas commenced his career by becoming the agent
of severd leading firm*, and he gradually extended hi* business as hi* reputation for prompt-
::v*. ami fair de ding became established. Liter on he joined hi* father in business, subsequently

nning the *o!e guaranteed broker of the London. Asiatic and American Company, which
w.i* .me of the mo-t enterprising firm* uf it* <lay. With Mr. Guculdas, as with most successtul
i:.ci .•. ho e success has been due to steady work and worth, the shade of depression swept
. . .<•** Ji:* business. but he ever maintained the some equable spirits and .*< und commercial
ha’ ;L* never losing a chance of improving bi* ]x>*itiun and widening the facilities which increas­
ing wealth gave him. All ihi* time his charities were widespread, and his business dealing*
•. -c tempered with act* of kindness mid forbearance to those with whom he came in contact.
Hi* generous nature would never allow him to deny help to his immediate friends, and he
nroVvd himself "a friend in need ” and “a friend indeed " to many in the dark days into which
If a . comm -rev fell al the lime of the collapse uf the period known a* the “ share mama.”
He *io.jd by hi* friend* when they appealed to him, and at one time he risked as much as
:<<r: .-nine lakh* of rupt-.-s in order to save the cretin of others. His probity and uprightness
in .<11 hi* imsinex* habits and trans •ctions formed the secret of hi* success. 1 he story of the
7; of the commercial house that bear* hi* name would form of itself an instructive chapter.
In private life Mr Goculdas w is greatly lieloved. Simple in manner, ami open in conversa-
t • :. lie v...,uti'li.-r vain nor proud, and his accessibility made him .111 object uf affection to his
fcllov..who w. re chanm.-d by hi* simplicity. his kindness, and his chirr ltd disposition.

In r ' j Mr. Gocubl 1* journeyed to Cutch in order to perform the thread ceremony of his
■ n. Mr Madhow 1 1* Hi* chatilab’e nature asserted it*elf strongly upon that occasion, in the

• rt<>rm me-of tho*.- acts m 1 rte*wlych among*t Hindu*ate artoiinted pious. Me fed all the
i: : . •.'r.t.ir.t* of Cutch and Kathiawar tin linn*, and pre settled each with a small silver
•.V-- ., the » ■: d 1 > : •<!' fir*- gift* amounting to *even lakli*o! rupees. When he died in 1.H73,

1 nt ’ • re ip the rew ird <■! hi* life of pielx, rich .and poor alike bemoaned hi*death. Mr.
<» ■ : :t a:: •>:>..•. *»n. Mr. M..dhowda*. who has studiously followed in the footstep* of his
rvicrvi father

It would !> imp »-*:b’v to give a complete list of the charities of the late Mr. Goculdas but a
• . h :n : b.- mvit: med He constructed a large well al 1‘rabhas Patau near Ver.ival, at
.>■»-: . f IL- a •; .nd* m: ■ I-mple nt Chordwad. rear Ver aw al. at a cost of Rs. 10.000; a

• : I . .. I „.di vr. ta at Dwarik.i. a! a cost of R*. Jo.imo; a large causeway through the
 :. ; •. . X .taM 11 Sarov.it. tr< tching through the Runu of Cutch, which has proved an

.-.< •• th • throng* of pilgrim* who yearly re * rl to that sacred place the cost
1 •: _• ; ?. • - <a’<: lie pic-'.'rid a village yielding an income of R*. 2000 a year to the
Ho'.; i’ T >th Poni tor it* maiutenanci- and support : he fourdvd a splendid ami
■ . : I. ■ ■ <!•. 1? ::: . . >t .M ithur.i. th" • ‘■'I of this valuable place of charity being over R*

, row shady *1 ipamb t:< ••* to !xr pl uited, and built a tank called
II.:-. 1 tud a ■u ;;fort.ib ’.e dharam**da mar <".«>kul via Giriraj al a cost of R*. 15.00Q.

T : t ;i* ev!.a K* the number of hi* public .111* of cb.irity. Hi* e.xten*ivc private
. : 1.now:> The friend* of hi* y<»uth and ino-lof tho*vof hi* man-

. 1 .... p M ■--» \ '.:•!* pie i*iug to knowlh.it the name of Shet Goculdas Liladhur
•’.■.I I...-, j-.d t/. Ih I- <•< still bt 111g bviiefitv’l by institutions established by him, in
r ■ v.h h they h ravr bh *<ng* on h:s name

“The nnmory of the jn*t
Smv‘.‘ ■ •••.<.vt Hid blo*.*om* in the dug.”

Tm Late Shet Gocit.das Liliahhcr Pasta.

Sarov.it
knowlh.it


Shrimnnt Bhasker Rao \ ithal Khasgiwale.

The subject of our sketch is hereditary Dcwan of Baroda. Ik- belongs to the Chandra-
semya Kayasthia Prabhu Caste, one of the warlike tribes of India which is famous for the men
of spirit ami talent it has produced. Dewan Raojee Appajecand his brother. Bakijee Appajcr,
the grandfather of Mr. Bhasker Rao. were soldiers and statesmen who have played important
parts in the history of the Baroda Slate. After the death of the veteran soldier and statesman.
Babajee, in tSlo. his son. Vithal Rao Bhansaheb succeeded to the Dcwanship. In 1S2S.
Bhausahcb adopted Mr. Bhasker Rao, then only ten years old. and di.d in the same year. As
Mr. Bhasker Rao was very young, the office work was conducted by Gopal Atmaram Ikvadker
till 1833. when Veniram Aditram was api>ointed Kharbari. His Highness Sayajee Rao
Maharajah, having a jnrrsonal grudge against the subject of our sketch, charged him with
murder, when he was only twenty years old, ami stopped his personal nemnuk of Rs. 70,000
for a year. In 1836 Mr. Bhasker Rao fell into the bad graces of the Minister. Veniram. for
refusing to pay him the Vakil’s dasturi of one per cent, ami in the next year, Mr. Bhasker
Rao’s natural father was instigated to proceed against him by armed force, and confine him.
and he escaped the tortures only by the intervention of the British Resident.

In 18.17, Sayajee Rao Maharajah died, and was succeeded by his eldest son. Ganpat Rao.
who was a weak prince, controlled by his intriguing minister. Bhan Tambekar, who conducted
the office work. Mr. Bhasker Rao was then but nominal Dewan, drawing his salary of Rs.
1,20.000. including the expenditure of the establishment. The British Government withdrew
the guarantee from Bhasker Rao and his family in 1855, staling, as a reason, that he had
attempted to bribe Mr. Davis. This charge, however, was not proved. In the same year.
the Kharbaris, who aspired to the Dewanship. finding that the British Government had
withdrawn its guarantee, persuaded the Maharajah to stop Mr. Bhasker Rao’s nemnuk.
Ganpat Rao Maharajah died m 1856, and was succeeded by the eldest of his surviving brothers.
Khande Rao Maharaj ill. Il will lie seen from the history of Baroda State that no accredit 1
Minister took Mr. Bhasker Rao’s place till the end of Ganpat Rao Maharajah’s reign. In 1857.
Gancsh Pant Oze and Govind Rao Rale, who were then Kharbaris, obtained the Sanad of
Dcwan. After the fall of the latter person, in 1867. Bhan Shinde. a favorite of the Maharajah.
was appointed Dcwan with the title of Dhurandcr Nidhi 'the Villar of the State). Khande Rao
Maharajah died in 1S70. ami his brother. Malhar Rao. in default of legitimate Mins succeeded
to the throne He was dethroned on April 19. 1S75. ami her Highness Janina Bai. willow of
Khande Rao Maharajah, hy the permission of the Government of India, adopted His Highness,
the present Gaekwar. who was then only thirteen years old. ami who was subsequently installed
on the Gadi as Sayajee Rao HI Since 1855. Mr. Bhasker Rao Inis frequently petitioned the
Maharajahs of Baroda. but none of them, so far. have paid favorable attention to Ins
complaints. It is to be Imped that the present ruler of Barala. who is one of the must
enlightened primes of India, will impure into the merits of Mr. Bhasker Rao’s c.oe, as
fortunatelv, despite his advanced age. he is still hale ami hearty He has two .sons. The
eldest. Joti Rao. is at present studying for the Bar in London, under the auspices uf lb
Highness the Maharajah Sayajee Rao Gaekwar.

Mr. Bha-kar Rao i- held in high e-teeni hy the official* ami Sirdars of Baroda. as aril as
by the Chandra Siniya Vrablm community all over India

SiiRntANf Bhaski k RviVnn: kuv :



J ihn Sanders Slater, Esq., Chief Presidency Magistrate.

Mr. Slater wu* born in London on Mar ch 2it 1S59. He is the second surviving son of
Robert Slater. Esquire, of Waverly Swanage, Dorset, for many years manager ami general
manager of the Union Bank of London. Limited. Sir Slater was educated at the Royal
Naval School. New Cross, and at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, where he took his B. A. degree
in xbSt. He joined the Inner Temple in October, 1879, and was called to the Bar al that
Inn in June 1S.82. Mr. Slater originally intended to practice, principally, in the Admiralty
Court, and in pursuance of that object he read in the chambers of Mr. T. T. Bucknill (now’
Q. C.), and was enabled by the courtesy of Mr. (afterward Sir William) Pearse, of Messrs.
John Ehler X. Co., the celebrated Clyde ship-builders, to pass a considerable portion of his
earlier vacations in practical study of modern ship-building. About a year after being called
to the Bar. Mr. Slater joined the Western Circuit, and attended the Assizes on that circuit, as
well as the Sessions at Bristol and Dorchester. At the end of 18S6, Mr. Slater resolved to go
to India, and arrived in Bombay on the eleventh of February , 18.87, being admitted to the
Bombay Bara few days later. About a year after his arrival in Bombay he was appointed
by the local government, with the leave of the Secretary of State for India, to act its
Profess >r of History and Political Economy at the Elphinstone College, during the absence
of Principal Wordsworth on furlough, which appointment he held for about eighteen months,
carrying on the practice of his profession at the same lime. In December 1889, Mr. Slater
was appointed Government Professor in the Government Law School. Bombay, upon the
resignation of the late Mr. Kashinath Trimbak Telaug, consequent upon his elevation to the
Bench of the High Court of Bombay. This appointment Mr. Slater held until April 18S9,
ar. J it was mainly owing to his exertions on behalf of the students of the Government Law
School th.it the 1:1 r..ry of that institution, which until then had no fixed habitat, was placed
at the disposal of tile students. In re-qionse to his representations. Government was pleased
t • hand over to the laiw School, for the puqxises of a law library ami reading-room, a suite
of r.. ;:::s 0:1 tile ground floor of Elphinstone College, ami to sanction the expenditure of

•.<r rupees for the purpose of furnishing the library and an annual grant to provide
for a If. ran m and staff and also for the purchase of new books as required. The students
of crr.mcut I.iw School have now the advantage of the use of a well-appointed and
cxtrr.s’.iei ..■• nl.mr. to:;- i-t them in their studies. In August 1891, Mr. Slater was appointed
: . ...•: f.r M:. C P. Cooper, then Chief Presidency Magistrate and Revenue Judge, during
: • the :_ttvr on privilege leave. He again acted for the same officer under

~ • from April until July 1S94, and on Mr. Cooper’s departure on special
. ... </:. ’ .• Mr Slater w.is again ap|>ointcd to act for him. On Mr. Cooper’s
r • re*::-., t Mr >1 ••• -. • :: M irch 2\ 1895. confirmed in this appointment, which he has

I:: f» lii'-lir.it. os Chief Presidency Magistrate ami Revenue Judge,
: ... . . I'?- of Marine Courts of Enquiry held in the Presidency Town.

’I *’ t:n-< a't • ; > :r.- > held under the provisions of the Merchant Shipping
• C:. ..r.:. : • : •_ .mmn’v. «•! V; -r-of the Common Gaol ami House of Correction:

v..." ... * t. M : v onrnif.t. • of the Government Workhouses and of the David
. . tioi Um Vi tors of the Cofaba Lunatic

: of the l’t ..< e lor the town and
: . Mr Mi ■ Su icWyllie Forbes, eldt 4

- .. '. ’. I. I I fan*.-. S SC. of Aberfeldy, Perthshire. From
’ • . ? Mr hvb! .iiommi ion as lieutenant in the Bombay

V. . r .- - .Mr’.- < s. •. -•’•of M ..; <.. W. Roughton, in which corps he acted
• • ’ ■ ■ : jt-n ’. • !:• bl Ly .dl offi(cr•

■ -• ■. •• for 1 tactics after parting the
momk 1 />. .1 • hi ■ duti< .

. ■ . . • • M r him . u.d b to <. srry on hi • work aa a volunteer
John Sanders Slater, Eso.



The Late Sorabjee Framjee Patell, Esq., J. P.

The late Mr. Sorabjee was the second son of the late Mr. Gramjee Nusserwanjee Patell,
who was known during his lifetime as the " Nestor of the Parsecs. ” Mr. Sorabjee was born
in Bombay in May, 1826. Having received an English education at a private school, he w.i>
employed by his father at an early age in the firm of Messrs. Wallace & Co., and subsequently in
that of Messrs. Framjee, Sands & Co., the former a firm established by his father in 184S, and the
latter a partnership started in 1S63 by Mr. Framjee for his two sons, Dhunjibhoy and Soralqev,
in conjunction with Mr. John Sands, and in correspondence with the London firm of Me**r>.
Frith, Sands & Co. Mr. Sorabjee became the sole p irtner of Messrs. Framjee, Sands & Co., in
1865, and remained so until about two years before his death, when he took his two sons,
Bapujee and Cursetjee, into the business.

Mr. Sorabjee, was a shrewd business man, and was regarded as an authority on questions
affecting the trade and industry of the city. He was a member of the Chamber of Commerce.
and in 1873 was elected a member of the Managing Committee of that body. Mr. Sorabjee
always took a prominent and active part in civic matters, ami the benefit of his long ami varied
experience and his advice were frequently sought by public bodies on subjects requiring expert
opinion. He was always ready to assist in any public movement, mid in whatever he did he
doggedly persevered to bring about a satisfactory ami beneficial issue.

In 1883, when the floods in the Surat and Kaladgi districts were dealing destruction
and death amongst the vast populations of those localities, Mr. Sorabjee personally exerted
himself to alleviate the distress, collecting large sums of money wherewith he was enabled t>»
relieve thousands of sufferers. The formation of the Ripon Memorial Fund, which amounted
to about a lakh of rupees, was also in a great measure due to Mr. Sorabjec’s personal efforts.

Mr. Sorabjee was appointed by Government a Port Trustee in 1879, and, as a token of
their confidence in him, the Parv.e Justices of the Pence unanimously elected him a delegate
of the Parsec Chief Matrimonial Court. He was also a trustee of the Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy
Parse Benevolent Institution. On the death of his father, he was appointed a trustee of the
Parsec Punchayet Fund, an honor much coveted, ami one that is considered the highest dis­
tinction that can be conferred upon a member of the Parsec community. He was also a

Justice of the Peace.
Mr. Sorabjee was a man of very charitable disposition Only a few days kfotv hi-*

death he had given away Rs 25,000 in benevolence. His death occurred. at the age of sixtv
eight, in July. 1894. after an illness which had extended over some lime, and the obituarv
notices that appeared in the local papers testified in the kindest possible manner to Ule severe
loss the city had sustained by his death. Both Mr. Sorabjec’s sons survive him and give
promise in the conduct of their business of maintaining the high commercial rrpnlatiw,
inseparable from the descendant* of a father ami grandfather of such upright pruclivitio
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The Lair Suruhjer Nowroji Cooper, Esq., J. P.

2 It Sorabjee NowrnjiC *oper, who vv is born in 1S4S. after acquiring an eleniantary e<luca-
t:.?.i at the Elplimstone High School. Bombay. commence*! life as a clerk to the Bombay
Mumcirality mi fifty rupees a mouth. and rose in less than ten years to be Chief Accountant to
that body. He v.a> cut off in the full bloom of manhood, in 1897, after having spent nearly
thirty years oi his life in the service of the municipality. He was naturally inle.ligent, hence
his rapid .Ivanccnirnt. He was appointed Chief Accountant and Auditor in 1S75, but the

.g;at: > : of th:> pwas altered in tSSi to that of Controller of Municipal Accounts. The
‘alary attacu.-d to th.- p.nt v.a> Rs 1,5:0 per month, to which was added, in 1896, a special
personal ailoaan.-c 1 f Rs. 250 a month, as an exceptional reward for Mr. Cooper's extra-
< rli.;.;rh' g ‘ lu .eh Latterly he Ind to de «1 with figures representing an annual revenue
exceeding sixty ]«k’is of rupees, and he kept the accounts in a manner worthy of an experi­
enced and skillful financier. In fact. Mr. Cooper was as much a financier as an accountant.
Being naturally a malhenntician. he acquire I such a mastery of the varied and complex
machinery of municipal finance, that he came to be regarded as the one man who knew
exactly v. hat the resources uf the municipality were, and how they could be improved. It is
a : 1 yen secret that Mr Cooper managed the selling and purchasing of Government paper so
skillfully. and with such accuracy and foresight, that he invariably reaped a profit for the
municipality. and left :t richer in the end of every one of these transactions. Mr. Snow, the
Municipal Commissioner. on being congratulated upon oue occasion on the verv satisfactory*
budget v. in. h he had presented to the Corporation, openly avowed that the satisfactory state of
the finances was mainly due to the insight and ability of the Chief Accountant. Mr. Cooper.
So far back .isthe year 1X66. when the municipality was passing through a financial crisis, the
late Major Tucker. Head of the Accounts Department, remarked: “ Mr. S«»r*bjec Nowroji
Co per rendered nM efficient aid during the time I was engaged in the task of adjusting the
t onfused accounts of the Bombay Mnnicipility, and is justly entitled to share in the credit
which has resulted from their satisfactory settlement He is very hard-working, has excellent
abilities, and is a very good accountant. I entertain a very high opinion both of his character
ami qualifications, and it will alway s afford me great pleasure to hear of his advancement."
Nor were the municipality themselves wanting in their appreciation of Mr. Cooper’s services.
for aft.-’ he had pa d away they l/cstowed on his f.nnilv a grant of Rs. 15.000, ami the Stand
ing Committee put 0:1 record .1 resolution expressing their sincere ami deep sense of the loss
wb;.;i they had sustained by Ins untimely death.

In private life. Mr. Cooper was open and straight forward in all his dealings, being
... tu.itvl by the purest and m »honest of motives He was unassuming in his manner ami
of a ? •.;. v.h.ii retiring disposition. He spent large sums in charily, without publishing the
:.. t and v..;, l>;./!ied up to by the p'or as a kmd and benevolent patron. Though leading a
quiet uno*.‘trusive life, he was a 11. fid mvmb r of society ami did much good in his own
limited cphere. Hr w.is a member of the Managing Committee of the Parsec Death Benefit
Fund, and • • ach rendered useful services to the community.

A- a high M . m. Mr. C'wp.-r was held in great esteem by the brethren of the craft. He
I in the I/>lg* •’ Eastern Star ” in December, 1869, became a M ister Mason in

: 7 . and V.'t r ’lir.ftd Master in 1875. When vacating the latter office he was presented with a
I. ulilul c::p .;n<l p’.i’v. with s-ai-able inscriptions, as tokens of the esteem in which he was
L_?l by the Brethren ro-e to be Steward in 1R73. Grand Director of Ceremonies in 1876,
. •. 1 I r. t G ratal Tti-.i' urcr in 1877-79. Hr w is appointed District Junior Grand Warden in

'. :.. j * • iii'tai’. 1 Master of Lodge " Hiram " in 1SS3 He became a Royal Arch M ison,
. 1 .. "I. • ■:..- (■: r.> death hr was District Principal Grand Sojourner of Bombay, and a life-

G».*.vr:;« : th-. Bombay Masonic A*><oci.ition. The Late Sorabjee Nowroji Cooper, Eso.. J. P.



The Late Hon. Mr. Sorabjee Shapurjee Bengalee, C. I. E.

The kite Mr. Sorabjee Shapurjee Bengalee his been publicly described a-» •• a journalist,
an author, n friend of education, a .social reformer, an adviser in jmlitics, a pioneer of female
medical aid, and a friend of the lab .ring cldMes.” Mr. Sorabjev’s lather and hi* grandfather
were both Calcutta merchants, but he himself was born in Bombay in iSji. His father died
when he was but a twelvemonth old, and his bringing up devolved entirely upon his mother.
At six he was sent to a vernacular school, subsequently attending a private school, and event­
ually joining the hl ph in stone High School 'as it is now called). One of his tutors in this
school was Mr. Naoroji Furdmiji, a gentleman with whom in after years be became closely
associated in public matters. At fifteen years of age young Sorabjee entered the oilice uf Mr.
Turner, agent in Bombay to the Bank of Ceylon, and when that gentleman joined the Com­
mercial Bank of Bombay on its establishment in 1S45, Sorabjee accepted a situation under him
on twenty rupees a month. Here he stayed until 1853, when he transferred his services to
the Mercantile Bink on the establishment of that institution, and in less than two years had
risen to the position of Deputy Accountant, a post that until then had been held by European*
only. In 1S5S he became assistant to Mr. Muncherjee Framjec Cama, banker and guarantee
agent to Messrs. \V. & A. Graham & Co., ami on Mr. Cama’s retirement from business, Mr.
Sorabjee joined Mr. Vurjivandas Madhavdas under the style of Vurjivandas Madhavdas & Co.

Mr. Sorabjee, who had for long possessed literary tastes, commenced to write for Guzrati
newspapers. He then started a Guzrati monthly of his own, called the "Jagat Mitra," and fora
short time he edited the "Xautachar." Subsequently, in 1851. he established another periodical
called the "Jagal and this paper brought him into greater prominence as a publicist
He won the prize of Its. 500 offered by the trustee* of the Sir Jamseljec Jeejeebhoy Translation
Fund for the best essay on " Books and Languages of the Religion of Zoroaster.” his essay,
afterwards published in the form of a Imokict, creating a great public demand. Mr. Sorabjee
was one of the originators of the "/fast Goflar," and he edited this paper for two years.

In 1863 Mr. Sorabjee visited Europe, ami lie used the infunnation he gained diiring his
travels in various countries in advocating in his piper the local development of industries in
India. Amongst the many benefits Mr. Sorabjee t better known publicly ns Mr. Bengalee),
personally assisted in conferring upon the public of Bombay were the advancement of educa­
tion, reform in social customs amongst the natives, the propagation of literary pursuits, the
furthering of industrial resources, the distribution of medical aid by the introduction of
European women doctors, etc.

In 1864 Mr. Sorabjee was made a Justice of the Peace. The new Bombay Municipal
Constitution of 1S72 was framed almost entirely upon suggestions unde by him. ami he himself
became a member of the corporation. He generally favored direct taxation. <•. house tax as
against town duties; and he frequently opposed the octroi duties being transformed into transit
duties. .

Mr. Sorabjee was nominated a member of the Bombay Legislative Council in 1S;6, and
as councillor he labored Imnl in the interest, of children employed in the cotton mills. ami in
other philanthropic directions. .

The .shrievalty of Bombav was conferred upon the Hun. Mr. Sorabjee in iSSi, ami hew is
al the same time made a Comp uti.m of the Indian lanp.re, IK- »a. a tru.tcc of the l-lph.n
slone Education Hinds, a delegate of th.- IMrrec Chief Matrimonial Comt. and a H lion ot the
Bombav University. , , . .

The Hon. Mr. Sorabjee died in 1S93. and. as a mark of‘tile deep tvspvcl in which In*
me rv is held in Bombav. a hands,me m irlde statue was .rule I nv.r the t ue t ■
Imnirv 19..., the erremonv of u.tvciling-wbich » .s rh.rmed Io hi. lA.v.l.ne. t... too.
vernor’ Lord Sandhurst, on the sixteenth of that month - being attended by .m b- ■ t
representative gathering of sympathetic citizens.
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Frederick William Stevens, Esq., C. I. E., F. R. I. B. A., M. S. A., A. M. 1. C. E.

Mr. Frederick William Stevens. the eminent architect of Bombay, was born on the
eleventh of 31.iy. 1847. When a 1k»v of only twelve years of age he showed great aptitude for
architecture and engineering. lie was educated al King Edward VI.’s Grammar School and
the Competitive College, Rath. At the age of seventeen, Mr. Stevens won in competition
from the Science and Art Department, London, two medals for architectural and engineering
designs and sub-etjucntly won a first class silver medal and two first-class gold medals in the
Bombay Exhibitions of 1872 ami 1S79. He was articled to Mr. Charles Edward Davis, F. S.
A., etc., architect and civil engineer, the well-known city architect of Bath, and remained with
him, as his assistant. until he passed a competitive examination at the India office, London,
in July 1 >.57. for an appointment in the India Public Works Department, in which depart­
ment he distinguished himself considerably. He retired from Government sendee under
special pension rules in 1879. ami joined the staff of the Great Indian Peninsular Railway
Company. The following are among the principal public works designed and carried out
under Mr. Stevens’ personal supervision:

The Bombay Roy.d Alfred Sailors’ Home, said to be one of the largest in the world;
the Bombay Government Post Office; the Great Indian Peninsular Railway Victoria Terminus
Buildings; this work is the most extensive in existence and the design was exhibited in the
Royal Academy, Loudon, in 1SS| . the new Bombay Municipal Buildings, the largest yet
erected in the East; the Bombay. Baroda and Central India Railway Administrative Offices,
and the Standard Life Assurance Buildings Calcutta. Besides the above, Mr. Stevens designed
the J ropo.-ed Bombay Exhibition Buildings in 1S69 and those for 1886, in conjunction with
Mr. John Griffiths, the well-known principal uf the Bombay School of Art; the buildings in
connection with the New Water Works al Agra and Benares now completed; the Public
Offices—now under construction—and Markets at Patau for His Highness the Gaikwar of
Baroda; the Public Hail and Free Library in connection with the Municipal Buildings; the
Church Missionary Society’s Schools and Residences, Bombay; a mansion, at Poona, for
Mr. Narayan j: Dv.arkadas and many other works. He also executed drainage works, water
supply, sea-walls, roads mid reclamations and hud charge of the maintenance of such works
ami Government buildings when Executive Engineer, Presidency Division. Mr. Stevens
wa- >j>ecialh selected by the (treat Indian Peninsular Railway Company from the Public
Works Department, with the approval of Government, as a salaried officer, to design and
carry oat their Bumliay Terminal Work*—they having failed to obtain suitable designs from
England. The work extended over ten years and on its completion the directors < f the
company, with the approval of the Government of India, presented him with a bonus of Rs.
5,000. in appreciation of the eminent services rendered by him. The designs for the Bombay
Municipal Budding- wire thrown open to public competition and prizes were awarded, but as
none of the designs were deemed suitable Mr. Stevens was invited to submit one, which be
did. and it was approved by the Corjioration ami carried out and completed in July, 1893.
The Bumb.iv, Baroda & Central Indian Railway Company also commissioned Mr. Stevens to
design and superintend the erection of their large offices they also having failed to obtain
• aliable de igns from England. Mr. Stevens commenced private practice in July 1888, and
i • still pursuing his profession in Bombay ami will, no doubt, leave many more monuments
to mark British enterprise in the India Empire, as he is still, comparatively speaking, a
young man Mr. Stevens frequently employed by Government, municipalities, com­
panies, etc., • an arbitrator and valuer of properties and as an expert in the law courts.
He is a Ju lit e uf the peace for Bombay; a Fellow of the University; an examiner for the
degree of civil enginetring, and a Government examiner at the annual school of art examina­
tion-. Mr. Stevia- had the order of the Indian Empire conferred on him in January. 1889,
: ■■ III r Maji-ty t’:v Ouccn Ernpn—•. for distinguished services rendered in connection with the
ya) lie buildings <4 Bombay. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British
V-. >.:<•:. in April. 1S >1: an associate member uf the Institute of Civil Engineers in
Dec .7. r-'7’ -d a member of the Society uf Architects in November, 1S9!.

Frederick \V. Stevens, Esq.. C. I. E.. F. R. I. B. A.,
M. S. A., A. M. I. C. E.
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The Late T.iLikdianJ Manekchand, Esq., J. P.
Tilt late Mr. Talakchand Manvkchand was one of Bombay's well-known and wealthy

brokers. He was a native of Surat, having been born there on the twelfth of May, 1S43 His
ancestors were i jankers in Surat at the tune of the Dutch settlement. Young Talakchand went to
Bombay very early in life in order to earn his livelihood, and by dint of inherent ability, persever­
ance 2nd tact, he soon made his way in commercial circles, amassing as lie went along l>otli
friends and fortune To this end he was materially assisted by his very shrewd partner, Mr.
Shapurji B. Barucha, ami al the lime of Mr. Talakchund's death—which occurred from that
direful epidemic. Plague, at his bungalow at Chowpatty Bombay, on the twelfth of February,

no linn of brokers were better know n or more highly respected than Messrs. Talakchand
and Sbapuijis. This firm has large business relations with all the leading local and exchange
banks, mill-owners, cotton ami opium merchants, ami other mercantile dealers in Bomliay and
the East.

Although Mr. Talakchand had himself acquired but a comparatively poor English efluca­
tion in hi> younger <lays. he became nevertheless a staunch advocate of progressive education
fur the native youth of the country, and was particularly warm in his efforts to promote female
education, helping in the establishment of sell »ols, libraries, scholarships and other incentives
to moral advancement with Ixjth his influence ami his purse.

Mr. Talakchand has been described as a “Jain of the Jains.’’ In religious matters he
was exceedingly zealous, and always took a leading part in movements organized for the welfare
and advancement of his co-religionists. He was one of the prime movers in the establishment
of the Jain Association and Jain Pnnchayel Fund, and was one of the most prominent and
influential member?. He was also the Chairman of the Jain Association. His community w ill
ever rememlrer the share he look in memorializing the local and the Supreme Governments
regarding the actum of the Palitann Durbar in connection with the Jain temples at Satrunja
Hfd. situated in Palilalia, and said to be the richest ami costliest Jain temples in India. The
uivci ful manner in which he used his influence in securing a fair consideration of the
I'-., vanees (|f the worshipers was met by the community with the greatest appreciation and
gratitude.

Mr. Talakchaml was of a quiet but genial temperament He was humane to his fellow
1 -. ugs and the brute creation alike. As a philanthropist, his many charities, although unos-
tt.:t.Ut.: ly given. will long stand as memorials to his kindness ami generosity, chiefly by
young Jain students; ami as a lover of dumb animals his advice and pecuniary assistance in
furthering the objects uf the Society for the Prevention of Cruelly to Animals, and in assisting
in the prom •'.’•1 of thv Bai Sakvrbai Dinshaw Petit Hospital for Animals, evidenced his
hnmar.e tvmiencii>

As one of thv oldest hroktrsof Bombay, Mr. Talakchand was much respected by both
... c ■: >.aid thv vo uiger members of thv fraternity. He was for long a member of

C< «»f thv Broker-/ Association, ami in respect to his memory the Share Bazaar ami
■b v.rre1 !<>• -d for business on the afternoon of his death. Mr. Talakchand
• < f tl. ■ ?t-.. an Inmur bt*‘tow< d upon him some years before his death.

The Late Shett Tapidas Varajdas, J. P.

Shett Tapidas Varajdas was l>orn in Sural in the year 1H26. His father, Varajdas, was
a poor and highly respectable man who earned his livelihood by service. He was, by caste,
a Dasa Ghogha Ahmedabadi Mod Vania. Finding his post in Surat unrcmuncralivv, he look
service as a mchta (writer) under Shell Jeejeebhoy Dadabhoy of Bombay. Shell fapidas com­
menced his educational career in Bhoja Mehta’s Vernacular School in Surat and, on reaching
the age of thirteen went, with his father, to Bombay, where he entered the shop of Hempchand
Motichand, to learn thv principles of vernacular bookkeeping, and was subsequently employed
as a clerk under his father in the office of Shett Jeejccbhai Dadabhai. In consideration of
thv long ami faithful service rendered, his father was permitted to retire, after installing his
son, Tapidas, in the vacant post. By this time Shett Tapidas had acquired considerable
mercantile experience, ami, by his intelligence, suavity of manner and genial bearing, had
so ingratiated himself with his employers that Shett Jeejeebhoy Dadabhai’s son, Shett
Byramjee Jeejeebhoy, C. S. I., treated him asa friend and confidential adviser. After twelve
years in this employ, and having acquired a large fortune, thanks to the assistance of hi-
employers, he resigned the service in 1865. He then engaged in business as a broker to the
firm of Messrs. Corn forth & Co., ami, on their failure he became broker to Messrs. Stevens
Brothers, and subsequently to Messrs. Martin Young & Co. ; where, owing to his tact and
diligence, he was eminently successful.

He subsequently undertook the management of the Alliance Mill Company, which he
conducted to the entire satisfaction of the shareholders. He likewise extended his business
to certain up-country stations. Providence had blessed him with good common sense and
sterling honesty, and he so managed his business that it assumed considerable dimensions
within a very* short lime. Though residing in Bombay, he continued to take a lively interest
in the welfare of his native city, SuYat. He purchased a piece of vacant land in the neigh­
borhood of his house in Surat, and caused to be erected a temple of beautifully cut stone, at
a cost of about <80,000 rupees, in which the idol of Vithalnathjee was installed with great
pomp and eclat on Magsur Sood 12, Samvat 1930 (December I, 1873). The spare land 1ms
been laid out with a beautiful garden. With a keen regard for the comfort of the hundreds
who visit Foolpada daily, Mr. Tapidas devised a scheme which must ever bear testimony to
his benevolence, a subscription list was opened which he headed with the liberal sum of
2000 rupees. Other subscriptions following, a model Dharamsala was constructed at Foll-
pada, though unfortunately after the death of the gentleman to whom it owes its origin.
Shell Tapidas look a prominent part in encouraging new industries and was one of the first
to introduce in India the manufacture of silk. At the outset the venture was not remuner­
ative, owing to the fact that the well-known firm of Messrs. David Sassoon & Co. had already
entered into the same business. Eventually the two concerns were amalgamated with a
result most profitable to the shareholders. Mr. Tapidas was a trustee of the Hindu Charily
Fund al Surat, which he administered with commendable zeal and ability.’ About six
months before his death he started a movement, having for its object the establishment of a
Polytechnic Institution in Surat. The details of the scheme were entrusted to Mr. Tribho-
vandas Kaliandas Gujjar, M. A., B. S. C., but before they could be completed the benevolent
originator died and the scheme came to naught. Shett Tapidas was a trustee of several
charitable funds in Bombay, which he supervised and managed with commendable interest,
and received the blessings of thousands who reaped the benefit of his wise and benevolent
administration. As director of several mills and insurance companies in Bombay, Mr.
Tapidas’ strict honesty and business ability won for him the esteem and regard of the entire
European and native trading community of the town, and the good work done by him will
long be remembered. Shett Tapidas had an office of his ow n in Bombay, as well as agencies
in various parts of India, ami carried on an extensive trade with England and the Continent.
It is a matter for regret that reliable inionnation cannot be traced in reference to his
extensive private charities. It may be said, however, that by his timely aid many worthy
and respectable persons who through misfortune had become poor, were able to throw off the
load of poverty and reinstate themselves financially.

Mr. Tapidas was a Justice of the Peace fur thv town and island of Bombay. During
the closing moments of his life he made a donation of .j.ixo rupees, the interest of which
govs toward the maintenance of thv Vidy.i I.axshmi Sanskrit Padshalla. Independently of
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_J5,ckx> rupee* was >it apart, out uf his estate. for the establishment of a boarding house
ft :• ; Hindus, and the construction of sweet-water wells wherever they are needed. Shelt
T. < expired on the thirty-first of May, 1S86, and his funeral was attended by his rcla-

friends and admirers, as well as the operatives of the Alliance Mill Company and the
C.' ; Land Company. who mustered in great numbers to pay the last tribute of respect to
their departed director. The Oothumna, or third day ceremony, was remarkable for the
assembly of Europeans Mahomedans, Parsis and Hindoos who assembled to show their
respect and regard for the deceased. In order to commemorate the memory of their worthy
father, his sons, Damoderdas and Dayabhai. gave the sum of 5.000 rupees fur the establish­
ment of laboratory in connection with the Surat High School. The shareholders of the
Alliance Mill Company set apart .1 sum of 5.000 rupees to be applied in such a manner us
they may deem proper for the purpose of perpetuating the memory of Shell Tapidas. Of his
numerous acts of charity and munificence the most noteworthy is the maintaining of a duly
qualified Brahmin, who is employed to preach daily on the Bhagvata to those who visit the
Vithalnar.ice temple for purpose of worship. In order to commemorate the memory of his
revered father, Shelt Tapidas donated a large sum of money for the construction of a hall
u ithin the precincts of the temple. The Temple of Vithalnalhjee and the hall adjoining, olhcr-
v. be called Vithal Vadi, have proved of the greatest sen ice to strangers visiting the city
fur the purpose of marriage, etc. A fair is held annually on Magsur Sood 12, on which
occasions the premises are beautifully illuminated and thousands of persons of both sexes
resort thereto for purposes of worship.

Tlie Temple of Vithalnalhjee was endowed under a trust, and 30,000 rupees was set
apart which, with the accumulated interest, now amounts to nearly two lacs of rupees. The
reason of this great increase is that the expenses connected with the temple were defrayed
by Shett Tapidas and his brother, Toolsidas, and, after the death of the latter, by the former
alone. A condition attached to the trust is, that should the accumulated interest of the
endowment exceed a certain sum. such surplus is to be appropriated toward the founding of
a school in Surat, to bear the name of Shelt Tapidas and his deceased brother Toolsidas. A
sum of i.cuo rupees was given by Shell Tapidas toward founding a scholarship in the Surat
High School, to be called after his brother. The school fees and cost of school books for
native buys in indigent circumstances were among the items embraced in Shell’s numerous
public and private charities. Duringthe heavy fk»odsof Samvat, 1X32,31 Ahmedabad, Mr. Tapidas
started a subscription list among his friends, to which he himself contributed a large sum.
During the unprecedented floods of 18X3. at Surat, he likewise contributed a sum of 2,500
rupees ami induced his 1‘arsi and other friends to follow suit, and he distributed a large sum of
nmuey betb himself and through his agents ami friends among the unfortunate sufferers. He
further contributed the liberal sum of 15,000 rupees to establish a dharamsala at the Sanitarium
« f Vaux’s Tomb, to which large numbers of people from various parts of Gujarat annually repair
for the benefit of their health Mr. Dayabhai Tapidas. the eldest son of the deceased Shelt
Tuj.'idas Varajd.is. gives every promise of following in the footsteps of his worthy and
charitable father.

1 216)

The Late Tookerani Tatya, Esq., J. P.

R. TOOK ERAM TATYA belonged to a sub-section
of the Shudra caste of Hindus. His parents came
from the district of Ralnagiri, and he himself was
born in Bombay in 1S36. He lost both his parents
before he was eleven years old, and was adopted
when thirteen by his cousin’s wife. He was taught
in the vernacular al a mission school, and after­
wards joined an English preparatory school.

Mr. Tookerani commenced life as a clerk to the
Bombay Municipal Council, but as he could not suffer
the confinement and submission to authority, he 

left that service and joined the late Mr. Shantaram Narayan, a
pleader of the High Court, the late Mr. I.iladhar Odhavjee,
and Mr. Esoof Ali, in partnership, under the style of S. Narayan
& Co., if firm still existing, well-known and flourishing. The
late Mr. Tookerani however, was perhaps better known
amongst his own community, and Natives generally, as a The-
osophist and a homoeopathic practitioner. In the first-men­
tioned capacity he was of great service to the adherents to that 

2

belief, both with his purse ami with his advice. Generally speaking, too, he was of a char­
itable disposition and gave pecuniary assistance to very many who privately sought his aid.
A% a dispenser of medical aid, he was well known through his dispensary at Cowasjee Patel
Street, Port, Bombay, which he had himself established for the free distribution of medicines,
and also his dispensary at Kalbadcvi Road, which he maintained mostly for the use of poor
Hindus and Parsecs. Although not medically educated, he bad acquired a certain knowledge
of drugs from constant study, ami this, together with long practice, enabled him to assist his
poorer countrymen with homreopathic advice and medicine.

Mr. Tookerani established a printing press of his own, which he called the Tatav I'iiryc-
chat, and which is conducted by his elder son, the profits going towards the maintenance of the
two dispensaries. Ills second son is engaged in the mercantile firm mentioned. Mr. Tookerani
was inherently of an enterprising disposition, and was usually successful in his undertakings.
His life and actions as a Theosophist have been wry fully recorded in the various journals con­
ducted in the interests of that religion, ami his deeds as a philanthrophist arc generally known.
For sometime Mr. Tookerani was a member of the Bandora Municipality.

Mr. Tookerani died on the third of June, 1898, al his residence al Bandora, from a compli­
cation of diabetes and other ailments. He was sixty-seven years of age, and left two sons
and three daughters, two of the latter being widows. At his death, obituary notices appeared
in many of the local papers, both European and Native, all highly eulogistic of his life’s work.
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Professor T. K. Gajjar, M. A., B. Sc. The Late Trimbak Vaidya, Esq., alias “ Brahmanand Swami.”

Professor Tribhuvandas Kalyandas Gajjar, who belongs to the artisan class (Vaishya
Suthar), c.unus of a highly esteemed anti enlightened Surat family. His grand-uncle, Atmaram
Gi.jjar, -.... ■ a learned ami skillful architect who left the mark of his style on the buildings of
Surat, and i’r.-f.-- >r Gajjar':- father, Kalyanbhai Gajjar, who has now retired from active life,
considerably increx* ed the reputation of the family. Some of the finest buildings in the
fashionable quarters of Surat were designed by Kalyanbhai and executed under his directions.
Tribhuvand..s is the third son of Kalyanbhai. He was bora at Surat in August, 1863. After
passing Iris Matriculation Examination he joined the Elphinstone College in January, 1880. At
the examination for the B. Sc. degree, betook a first-class with Chemistry as one of Ins special
• ubjecls, and subsequently he took both the B. A. and the M. A. degrees. He also attended the
Medical College for two years. After having worked as Junior and Senior Fellow at the
Elphinstone College, he was in 1SS5 appointed Professor of Chemistry at the Baroda College.
He found, in the enlightened Maharaja Gaekwar, a very sympathetic master, who encouraged
and carried out his projects for giving industrial and technical education. The professor drew
up a comprehensive scheme of National education about which Sir Reymond West, then Vice-
Chancellor of the Bombay University, said: “ I have not yet had the pleasure of reading any­
thing on the subject, w ithin the samecompass. more sound, suggestive and symmetrical. If you
ever induce His Highness the Gaekwar to accept your principles ami to get them worked out
on an adequate scale by men of strong character as well as large attainments, you may confer
inestimable bles-ing on your countrymen, and make Baroda the intellectual centre of India.”
The Gaekwar adopted a portion of these suggestions and started a polytechnic institute, called
the Kala-Bhavan, which, under the energetic and able organization of the professor, became a
great sucres^. Instruction was given in art, architecture, mechanical technology, chemical
technology, agriculture and pedagogy. In connection with the Kala-Bhavan, where instruc­
tion was given in the vernaculars. Professor Gajjar worked out a scheme for providing scientific
and technical works in Gujarati and Marathi, and several volumeshave been published in what
is called the Sayaji Dnyan-Manjusha series. Mr. Chatfield, then Director of Public Instruc­
tion, in a minute addressed to the Bombay Government said: “The Baroda technical schools
promise to solve the question of industrial education for the country ” Mr. Alfred Webb, the
President of the Tenth Indian National Congress, said in hi-- farewell address at Bombay:
“ Scarcely anything gave me greater pleasure in India than a visit I paid a few days ago to
the admirable technical schools at Baroda. We have nothing at all equal to them in Ireland.
They are thoroughly practical in their conception and scope.” In 1896 Professor Gajjar left
Baroda ft>r B >:nbay. He joined the Wilson College as Professor of Chemistry, ami his advice
u often sought by the various mills and other concerns in Bombay. In 1896 the magnificent
marble • * .'.ue of Her Maje.ly the Queen-Empress on the Esplanade, in Bombay, was blackened
with tor by •. ume miscreant. and all the efforts of Government and private experts, both
European and Native. fail d to remove the stains. The authorities, in sheer helplessness and
desperation, therefore prcpo-.v-l in 1898 to remove the head of the statue and substitute a new
one 'll.-.. prop.k'-al, by the bye, was not favorably received by the Native population. Pro-
-■'e. ;:d.a:.r a.kc-d by some of his friends to try his chemical skill in removing the stains.
He of", red to try, but the Municipality and Government doubted his ability to succeed, when
Li:v Got Chemical Analyzer and other experts had failed. They ultimately, however,
accepted hi- < .Ter. and.after persistent efforts the apparently indelible stains were removed by
the y. a.. ’ Italian prof; - - to th - great surprise of everybody, and the statue now stands
rc hired t > :’ > • rigin ri beauty. Professor Gajjar is a Fellow of the Bombay University. He is

r.- • . 1 B rmhay and elsewhere, on account of hi-- undoubted abilities, his industry’
an 1 i •> f. r. i 1 f character.

Mr. Trimbak Vaidya Lavgankar, more popularly known as Trimbakbhattaji Vaidya,
was born in 1S02, in the village of Vaidya Lavgan in the Ratnagiri District His grandfather,
Sadashivbhattaji, was a physician of high repute in the time of the Peshwas. While Trimbak­
bhattaji was yet a child his father died, and his family suffered heavily from a scries of
dacoities which took place in the village, and at the tender age of eleven he was obliged to
leave his home in search of a livelihood. Having obtained a fair knowledge of Sanskrit, he
went in his sixteenth year to Nasik for the purpose of studying medicine. He apprenticed
himself to Prabhakar Bhau Pange, a well-known Native vaidya of Nasik. Young Trimbak
contrived to live on the best of terms with his guru for three years. About this time, a
wealthy banker of Bombay went to Nasik to consult Prabhakar Bhau for a certain so-called
incurable ailment, and in the eccentricity of his character, the guru determined to let his
pupil treat the patient. To the astonishment of every one, the banker recovered, and from
this time Prabhakar Bhau seriously applied himself to the task of imparting instruction to his
zealous and devoted pupil Trimbak, who had an eager desire for knowledge. The new vaidya then
began to treat patients independently of his guru, who naturally came to entertain a very high
opinion of his abilities. One afternoon, as Prabhakar Bhau returned home, true to his eccen­
tric nature and without any’ apparent cause, he ordered Trimbak to prepare for his immediate
departure from the house. The latter thereupon took his little wallet, and laid his head on
his guru's feet. Prabhakar Bhau placed his own turban on young Trimbak’s head, and
throwing his dholar on his pupil’s shoulders, he said, “May you never want for food and
clothing in your whole lifetime ! ” (This turban and dhotar are still preserved in the
family.) With this blessing of his guru Trimbak left Nasik. and went to Panwel in the
Kolaba district. At this time he was twenty-two. Two years later he removed to Bombay,
where within a few months he had for treatment a person suffering from a peculiar tumor.
The case had been given up as hopeless by the doctors and Native physicians of the day, but
Trimbak succeeded in curing the patient by performing a skilfull operation. This fact became
widely known and tended to establish his reputation He continued his practice in Bombay
with success for nearly seventy years, when he retired in favor of the younger of his two sons,
Ganpatrao, to pass the remainder of his days in the peaceful performance of spiritual and
religious duties. Two years later he became a Sanyasi or ascetic, under the name of “ Brahm­
anand Swami ’’—that goal of a pious Hindu’s ambition which is pointed to by the Shastras as
being a fitting termination to a long life of strict duty, purity, and simplicity. On the twenty­
fifth of January, 1897, he calmly passed away conscious of his approaching end to the last.
His remains were interred at Narangi, in the Kolaba district, where a samadhi was erected in
his honor.

Trimbakbhattaji Vaidya was essentially a self-made man. He was well known for his
sternness of purpose and assiduity. He despised idleness and show, and was always to be
found employed in the duties of his profession, in daily religious observances, or in some use­
ful domestic occupation. Though a devout Hindu of the old or orthodox school, his views on
Western surgical art. early marriages and other .subjects, unlike those of other Vaidyas, were
liberal am! far advanced. He stood at the head of Vaidyas in Bombay, and was held in high
esteem for his ability and varied experience, extending over nearly three-quarters of a
century.

Trimbakbhattaji left two sons. The elder, Narayan, is a Justice of the Peace, and has
had the personal distinction of “Rao Bahadur” conferred upon him by Government; while
the younger, Ganpatrao. is following his father’s profession.
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Rao Bahadur Narayan Trimbak Vaidya, J. P.

tendence of the Secretariat Press.

HE late Mr. Trimbak Vaidya’s eldest son, Narayan, was born m

January, 1856,and was educated at the Elphinstone High School

and the Wilson College. After posing the Matriculation exami­

nation it was his intention to join the Medical College and pre­

pare himself for the profession followed by his forefathers, but

bis father objected. In 1877 his father became so seriously ill

that the management of the property devolved upon him, and 

he was consequently obliged to have College. Soon afterwards, however,

he entered Government service, where he still is, having the superin-

Mr. Narayan enjoyed the unique distinction of having had three honors conferred upon

him by Government in one year, viz., the titles of Rao Saheb. Raq Bahadur, and Justice of

the Peace for the Town and Island of Bombay. These distinctions were conferred upon him

in recognition of his indefatigable ami valuable services in connection with the Plague opera­

tions. Besides the assistance he rendered generally to the authorities, he was one of the chief

promoters of the Hindu Plague Hospital, and worked in that direction with Dr. (now Sir)

Bhalchaudra Krishna to the appreciable benefit of both the people and the Government.

The Rao Bahadur has always held a reputation for deep loyalty, practical public-mindedne"i

and generosity. As early ns 1878 he was associated with the late Mr. V. N. Mandlik in charit­

able and religious movements, and has ever since ln*cn a prominent benciactor when appeals

for pecuniary* assistance have been made. Privately, his purse is generally o|»cn to the needy.

In brief, the Rao Bahadur may lie described as one of Bombay's most popular Hindus.

Thk Lath Hon TxtMiiAK Vaihva. J. 1’.
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Rao Bahadur Narayan Trimbak Vaidya, J. P.

Dr. Edward J. G. F. Underwood, M. A., M. D., Ph. D., J. P.

Dr. Edward John George Freeman Underwood is the second son of Surgeon-Captain J.
H. Underwood, I. M. D. He was born at Poona in 1856, and was educated in the Scottish
Education Society’s School, Bombay. Mr. Janies MacDonald, the Principal, always referred to
him as a boy gifted with exceptional abilities and a wonderful amount of perseverance. On
leaving school in 1S73 young Underwood decided to adopt medicine as a profession. He
showed special aptitude for study, so much so that he passed the final examination at the Grant
Medical College, thus qualifying himself to practice as Physician and Surgeon, in November,
1878. Having a few years later granted a certificate to a man whom he had vaccinated, the
question was raised as to the legality of his action, as all the public vaccinators were men
appointed by Government The reference, however, resulted in his favor, for Government
by a special resolution, dated October 2, 1882, granted him a special license to vaccinate
and grant certificates. Dr. Underwood went to Europe to study, and bls close application was
crowned with success, for he took the Bachelor of Arts degree in February, 1SS7, and in the
following month he qualified for the degree of Al. D. In June of the same year he was elected
a Fellow of the British Gynaecological Society. On the twelfth of October following his name
was added to the list of Fellows of the Royal Microscopical Society, and on the thirty-first of
the same month he was appointed a Fellow of the Medical and Clinical Society of London.
He continued his career of study, and in 1S91 he qualified for the degree of M. A., while still
carrying on his professional work. He followed up this achievement by becoming entitled to
attach Ph. D. to his name. He then returned to India and settled down in practice in Bombay.

Dr. Underwood’s diagnoses in the most complicated cases, and his therapeutic knowl­
edge, soon brought him prominently to the notice of the public, and as a consequence he
established a thriving practice. He is a specialist of more than local repute. He is a specialist
in ear, throat, and nose diseases, and, when it is recorded that he studied this branch of medical
science under such world-famed specialists as the late Sir Morel McKenzie and Dr. Adam
Polclzer, Imperial Royal Professor of the Ear to the University of Vienna, little remains to be
said on the subject. As a gynaecologist Dr. Underwood is well known. He studied under Pro­
fessor Carl Rudolf Brawn von Fernwald, late Professor and Director of the Clinique of the
University College of Vienna, and Dr. Fancourt Barnes, M. D., F. R. S. E., of St. Thomas’
Hospital, London. Dr. Underwood is linguist, and a Greek scholar, and he has the distinc­
tion of being a member of the Oriental Society of America.

Dr. Underwood takes a keen interest in the civic administration of Bombay, and for
seventeen years, except when he has been out of Bombay, he has been a Corporator of the
Bombay Municipality, having been first elected in 1SS3. He was appointed a Justice of the
Peace for the Town and Island of Bombay by Government on the seventeenth of March,
1893.

Dr. Undenvood married in Bombay in 1SS7, but was soon afterwards left a widower with
one child, a daughter.
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The Hon. .Mr. VijbhucanJas Atm.ir.im, J. P. Rao Bahadur ViMinu Moreshwar Bhide.

The Mr. Vijbhueandas Atmaram, who belongs to the Surat Modli Bania caste, was

bcmat Bomhiy. in January, iS j >. His parents were comparatively jioor, but the family were

highly respected by all classes.

Mr. VijI-hucandas studied at the Elphinstone Institute, Bombay, but circumstances

compelled him, at the somewhat early age of eighteen, to relinquish his studies and commence

commcrci.fi life. Tie joined the well-known firm of Dossabhoy, Merwanjee & Co. as a clerk,’

and served them for more than eight years, during which period he more than satisfied them.

lie commenced n« a mthly Hilary of fifteen rupees, but before he left the linn his salary and

commit-ion amounted to Rs 8.000 a year. For a few years alter the commercial crisis of 1S65,

Mr. Vijbhueandas carried on business in partnership with the firm of Morarji Cursoudas, as

guarantee broker*, to Messrs. A. J. Kinloch & Co. Subsequently he started business on hisown

account with Mr Nar.md-’ts Purshotamdas, and he acted for a lime as guarantee broker to

Me-rs. W. M. MiC.r.fiey & Co., anil later on to Messrs. J. C. Bushby & Co. After a few years

Mr. Rajaram Govindram was admitted as a partner, and the firm has since been known as

Nar.ir.d~ . R.sj ira:n Co This firm—of which Mr. Vijbliucandas is the senior partner—do

business in c tt >n. wheat and seed, and have branches in the North western and Cental

Provinces.

Mr. Vijbliucandas was one of the Honorary Joint Secretaries of the Ilkal Famine Relief
Fund. lie was deputed bx the Committee that was appointed in Bombay for the relief of
suffering people in Ahmcdaba 1 to distribute the fund, amongst those who had been ruined by
the Ho *ds m that city in iS;s He worked as a volunteer during the first year of the plague
in Boni’ av *’ ^7 . an 1 foi the following two years was the Chairman of the Committee of the
MughLh.t Kumbharv.ada 1’1 .gue Volunteer >. II- assisted materially in the establishment
of the Ilimlu - er Ho-pit. i. as well as a separate plague hospital for bis own caste-men.

Mr. V jbl. icand 1 • w 1* r ade ijn-lice of the Peace in 1SS2. Since 1S91 lie has been on
the B t •’•a r- of th'- Port of Bombay. During the Hindu-M ihomedan riots of 1S93 he
-.-.xsup; -.’-.’e i by Government a number of the Committee formed to consider the question
-.f the increase of the Bombay Police Force. In 1S98 lie wa* summoned to give evidence
’• kre th b.i-iian F itniiic Commission. On February 9th of the same year he was appointed
bv Government an \d iitional Member of the Local Legislative Council for making J.aws anil

A- b.-adiiig Native m-.rch.nl and a Fort Trustee he gave evidence before the
IL.u- a Comm: • • n pomt-.-d in 1'^9 bv the Supreme Government to inquire into the details

th - ’. P >rt Trn>: Railwav. He is .» director of sex tal mills, presses ami m inu-
- .. r... • . euprai. . .ml ;. connect-.-1 with various charitable- iu-titulions. Mr. Vijbliucandas
di approv . ... urix :n irria -, and i- a staunch advocate of intvrmarri <> e between the several

, , 1 : hi . community. It will thus Ik- been th. t Mr. Vijbhueandas is a busy and useful

.mm in the community.

The subject of this memoir belongs to a clan of Brahmans inhabiting the Southern
Konkan, who commonly call themselves Konkanasts. His ancestors lived in the village of
Pulvacha Ganpati, in the district of Ratnagiri. Sadashivpanl, his grandfather, migrated to
the Deccan with the idea of permanently settling there, and Mr. Bhide himself was born at
Poona in February, 1827. His paternal grandfather died before his birth, and his maternal
grandfather removed him to the sacred town of Wai. It is said that young Bhide was not, at
first, a very promising lad at school. He headed a party of youngsters who gloried in gaining
momentary victories on thebauks of the Krishna. He, however, like many another rollicking
school boy, became in time the best student in the school, on account of which lie was
appointed a pupil teacher, ami. after serving in that capacity for about a year, he was recoin-
mended for a vacant tgachership in the Sappers and Miners’ Regimental English School at
Poona, on a salary of thirty rupees a month. While teaching at this school an incident
occurred which is worth recording. Under the Peshwa’s government about four lakhs of
rupees were annually spent in alms and in rewarding Brahmans learned in the Shastras. After
the fall of that government the British authorities discontinued these payments, but they set
apart a sum of fifty thousand rupees annually for rewarding Brahmans who had to earn their
dakshana by passing an examination in the Shastras and for establishing a Sanskrit college at
Poona. They ruled that students who passed examinations in the Shastras should also be
given a dakshana. About 1850 the late Messrs. Gopalrao Ilari, Bapu Ravji Maude, Rangrav
Bhimnji and Mr. Bhide submitted a petition to Government pointing out that the distribution
of the dakshana and the maintenance of the Poona Sanskrit College were not likely to
contribute to the mental, moral and material prosperity of the country, and that if a portion
of the fund were set apart for preparing translations of approved works in English Literature,
Science and Art, the cause of education would be advanced ami the country thereby benefited.
The news of the submission of this petition spread throughout the city of Poona, and the
Shastris and students of the Sanskrit College and other orthodox persons were quickly
arrayed against this small band of educated men. Under pressure brought to bear upon the
petitioners, however, they promised in writing that they would ask Government to allow
them to withdraw the petition. A second petition was thereupon addressed to Government
by these young men. but no attention was paid to it, and soon afterwards the suggestions made
in the first petition were adopted by Government by their founding the Dakshana Prize Fund,
which has since contributed so much to the spread of education by the production of transla­
tions of good English works. A year or so after the above-mentioned occurrence, Mr. Bhide
found himself placed among the very people who hated him for his alleged misdemeanor in
connection with the Dakshana Fund and the Sanskrit College—-a situation few would have
willingly accepted. Fewer still, however, would have achieved the success that he did. In
1S50 Major Candy offered Mr. Bhide the chair of English Literature in the Sanskrit College,
which he gladly accepted. By his sound teaching and suavity of manner he rapidly advanced
the students’ knowledge of English, liberalized their views and sentiments, and made them not
only his devoted scholars, but his fast friends, who stuck to him till their death. The work so
successfully inaugurated was continued by Professor Henry Green. Major Candy, who had
watched Mr. Bhidc's successful labors in the field of education, had him promoted to the head­
mastership of the English school at Satara.

Mr Bhide was one of the pioneers of female education in the city of Poona. He has
served the Government in various capacities, as Sub-Assistant Inant Commissioner, as Munsiff,
as Deputy Collector, in revenue survey work, asa First Class Sub-Judge, as a Special Sub-Judge
and in other positions. He was at one time in editorial charge of the Duyan Prakash, a vernacular
paper published in Poona. In every district where Mr. Bhide served he made himself
eminently popular. Since hi** retirement to Poona, his native place, there has not been a
single movement in the direction of moral, social, religious or political reform in which he has
not had a distinguished part to perform The Rao Bahadur, although seventy years old, is full
<»f youthful energy, enjoys the best of h -alth ami takes his morning walk regularly. Although
retired front active service, he has undertaken magisterial duties, and is President of one of the
Benches of Honorary Magistrates in the city. He is a lover of agriculture, and devotes a
portion of his time to attending to his garden, which is situ ited at a short distance from the town.

commcrci.fi
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Late Honorable Rao S.iheb Vishvanath Narayan Mandlik, C. S. I., M. R. A.
S., F. R. G. S., F. S. S. (London). Vundravandas Purshotumdas, Esquire.

The memory of few men stand*, higher in public estimation, in Bombay, than that of the
' ..c Honorable V. N. Mandlik He was born March S, 1S33, and belonged to a high Brahmin

Mr. Vundravandas Pursholumdas was born in Bombay in 1834. He is a Bhunsaly
Kshatrya by caste, and is descended from a highly respectable family, his father, Purshotum- 

f who resided at a village in the regions king between the Arabian Sea and the Western
Ghats, which have been rendered memorable in history by the exploits of the Mahrattas. He
i;. cd, not only : •> ri-e high in popular estimation, but also to win the esteem and confidence of
the British Government. He w.l- educated al the Elphinstone Institution at Bombay, under

..2h proft. or- as Doctor.- Harkness and Patton. He distinguished himself so much in his
college career lb. it he was appointed to act, for a time, as a professor of mathematics at the
Institute. lie then entered Government employ ami served, in different capacities, for nearly
twelve years, to the entire satisfaction of such celebrated administrators as the late Sir Bartie
Frcre, Sir George Le Grand Jacob ami Mr. James Gibbs, and the example of these men con­
tributed not a little to the formation of that character of stem integrity, punctuality and
indepcr. lev.ee for which Mr. Mandlik was so distinguished throughout his life. But the service
of Lke Br.i:-:: Government i- not a field that gives full scope for the display of such abilities as

das, having held a position of great trust and responsibility under Angaria, of Colaba. The
Bhansaly Kshatryas follow divers occupations in Bombay. They are barristers, solicitors,
brokers, merchants, contractors, and in several native Slates there have been Bhunsaly
Kshatrya Dewans, and the present chief justice of Junagadh belongs to the caste. In the
mofussil they are cultivators and landed proprietors. We are pleased to say that this caste
is breaking through old customs, as many of its members have crossed the “Kala Pani”
(sea), and visited England, America and Europe. Mr. Vundravandas was educated at the
Elphinstone College and, after completing his scholastic life, he, in 1857, joined the impor­
tant firm of Messrs. Kallianji Sewji & Co., merchants and contractors. The firm, at this
time, were contractors to the Government of Bombay for most of the supplies required, and.

Mr. Mandlik p;.cd, and he found a way to leave the trammels of service and join the
Bomlm D There he -oon secured a lucrative practice, and won a name for ability, learning,
and tile ccnsrivntious di-charge of his duties, and his merits were rewarded by his appointment

Government Ple-ulvr He was deprived, by death, of the still greater honor of a seat on the
Bench of the High Court of Bombay, to which he had been all but actually appointed. His
activity v.... however, confined to his profession, for he conducted a well-known native
journal and a number of valuable papers 0:1 literary and political topic-. The crowning
work.-of hi- life were a learned treatise on Hindu law. which has become a standard text-book,
and a carefully prepared edition of the works of Manu—the ancient Lawgiver of India—with
i 2.\.n c .in of which were then published for the first time. A posthumous work
cf his -....• ..:i edition of Padma Rur.im, an extensive ancient legendary work m Sanskrit. Mr.
Mandlik took an unflagging interest in the welfare of the rate-payers, and was twice elected by
hi- brother c '.n:. to pre-ide over their delilnrrations. He was equally zealous as a Fellow,
u:i Examiner, at: J a Syndic of the Bombay University. He was the first native to be elected
I; - .:i of the Faculty of Art-. On two different occa-ions, a well-merited tribute was paid to his
- rii in the University by the vice-chancellor.-. Sir R. West, who went so far ns to speak of him

. •' Uniting ■ ..thin him*. If the attributes of a Sulpiciu-, a Varro, and a Macaenas, and the fame
ci them .JI Government appointed him, in the y ear JS74, .1 member of the local Legislative
Council where for eight year-, he ably and independently advocated the popular cause. In
: . Lord Rip >n summoned him to serve as an additional member of the Supreme Legislative
Council at C-d'-utta, an lion »r conferred for the fir.-t time on a native of Western India. The
citu en- oi* II -ml ..v ni irkt i their appreciation of this unique selection by giving a grand public
entertainment to Mr. M..n llik In the Supreme Council he worked with his characteristic
.I’.:, and straightfurw irdnr— and ifter his term w.is over he was again nominated by Lord
Daf7--rm. The title of " It . • S iheb *' had been early conferred upon him. and he was made a
.. .. In .: on th occasion of the great Delhi assemblage of 1877. It is
:.'-e! c . tu • w that he v..i-a life-long student in the nal seti-e of the word, and was hardly
ever found without an intellectual engagement. One of the most interesting relics at the
* Ilzrm:'. .g<. ’ v.h’ch wa-thv ..ppropri.ite name of the rc-idrncr of this renowned Mahratta
.... :;d ma::-i- I ■ 1 varied lP>rar\ of standard work-, probably the largest private

He •• . ho! nd patriot <>1 the highest order, respected by
Eur i earn i irativi •• dike; trusted by the people ami v-tvemvd by Government, rhere wa-.
dur th.* 1:. 1 . hi. life .*• »rc. ’.v a movement of note in the city in which he
I.; -J.: I •; ’•/ : H wa. a iellow' of the R«>\ d Geographical and Statistical

. c: . . C.f I.- - - o’H a- > iiib.1 of the Royal Asiatic Society. He was connected
I public ' » as n idivc member, and was president or

•... < ■ .”ie them lb •••..> • a sb ,.dv friend of education, not only for male.-, but
> far : ;m nt:r combim d the » ^lightened eon-ervati-m of the East, with some

•’ li’.t r.di-m a Inch h > • p:tmg up in India from the introduction of
: 'i ■ u. ! in h: • .»wn way. tin* cau-e <>f social reform, but he never

ivmvit who t«ked for Government interference in social matters, as
. ... ' < 1 a In tnilti nec of time and education. Some men differed from

i», but his < mntrymen w< i< proud of him and recognized his
lu>ii ; h mor . him in his lift tim< by subscribing a largi

'• ha j<.M me ial i-annually aw.irdctl by the University <if Bombay
'. ............ . re u l mbit : p« rtaining t<» Sanskrit literature. Mr. Mandlik wa-

1 7 ’ . : • •ibtilution, But it c'Hil l not withstand the t re-sure of the dutie- he
: ! ind carried him off on May 9, 1889 at the age of

plj ind mneerely mourned by his countrymen and
a lr ni tmuy.

on the Mutiny breaking out, they entered into large transport and clothing contracts with
Government It is easy to understand that during the never-to-be-forgotten year, 1857, the
finn’s operations were exceedingly large and required much skill and foresight to bring them
to a successful issue. The Government officials, under whom Messrs. Kallianji Sewji & Co.
acted, thanked them for the efficient way they had discharged their duties. Mr. Vtindra-
vandas's firm undertook, for the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company, the carriage of
the permanent way material for the north and southeastern extension of the company’s
railway system to Sholapur and Raichorc, and the firm also acted, for many years, as the
landing, carting and forwarding agents in Bombay of the company. The directors of the
company testified their appreciation of Kallianji Sewji Co.'s services in this connection,
and also for the excellent way they had managed the transhipment of passengers, goods, etc.,
in the days when through booking was unknown, by issuing two life passes over all the lines
of the company to tlie two senior partners of the firm, and also by a resolution of the board
of directors thanking the firm for its valuable services. Mr. Vundravandas has been for the
last twenty years a director of the Alexandra Native Girls’ School. He is also a life governor
of the same institution, and, it is unnecessary to say, a large contributor to the funds. He
also founded an annual prize in memory of one of his daughters. No deserving student has
ever applied in vain to Mr. Vundravandas for assistance, and his charity is far-reaching.
After the fires and inundations in Ahmedabad ami Surat, some fifteen years ago, Mr. Vun­
dravandas donated a liber.il sum toward the relief of the sufferers through these disastrous
occurrences. The firm of Kallianji Sewji & Co. has contributed largely toward the cost of
constructing temples and dharamsalas in Cutch, Dchoo near Poona, Kalyan and Porebunder,
and as a trustee of the will of the late Kallianji Sewji, Mr. Vundravandas built a temple in
Bombay in memory of the deceased. Mr. Vundravandas, in conjunction with Messrs. Cam­
eron and Ryan and Nusscrwanjee Tata, as contractors, did a great deal of work in connection
with the reclamation of the Back Bay foreshore, and for this he deserves the thank-, not only
of every Bombay resident, but also of every visitor to Bombay, for by this work, one of the
most picturesque drives in the world has been opened up. Mr. Vundravandas’s firm, duriug
the Afghan Abyssinian and Egyptian campaign-, look large commissariat contracts from the
English Govenimcnt which were not, we assume, altogether unprofitable to the firm. Mr.
Vundravandas has enjoyed the acquaintance of all the Governors of Bombay since Lord
Elphin-lone’s time, and is a welcome guest at all the leading social gatherings in Bombay,
and he is invariably on the committee of reception to any distinguished visitor to the city.
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The Late Vurjivandas Madhowdas, Esq., J. P.

Mr. Vuijivandas, during his life-time, was one of the best-known and most respected
Hindu citizens of Bombay, and was undoubtedly considered to be the leader of the Bombay
Hindu community . He was the youngest of five sons of the late Mr. Madhowdas Runchordns.
The family originally came from Ghogla, a small town on the south coast of Kathiawar, and
settled in Bombay more than two hundred years ago. The subject of this sketch was born on
the twenty-eighth of January 1S17, so that at the time of his death in June, 1S96, he had only
a few months to complete fourscore years. His early education commenced with the study
of tl:e Guzrati language, anti latex on he joined the Fort St. George Regimental School, after
which he attended Mr. Boswell’s Academy. On leaving school he attended a course of lectures
on history. delivered at the Town Hall by Professor John Harkness, the first professor of history
of the Elphinstone College. On the occasion of the death, in 1837, of Mr Madhowdas Runchor-
•las. Sir Robert Grant, the Governor of Bombay, sent for Mr. Vurjivandas and his brothers, and
expressed his deep regret.it the loss they ami the community at large had sustained by the
death of their father, at the same lime presenting them each with a shawl and a turban as a
mark of respect. After the death of Mr. Madhowdas Runchordas the business carried on by
him was conducted by the five sons in partnership, until the death, in 1840, of Mr. Muljibhoy,
the eldest of the sons, when the subject of this sketch entered into partnership with his brother,
Mr. Narotlamdas. In addition to this business the firm, in conjunction with Mr. Sorabjee
Shapmjee Bengalee, C. I. E , were appointed, in 1844. guarantee brokers to Messrs. W. & A.
Graham k: Co. In 1SS2 Mr. Naroltamdas died, and Mr. Sorabjee Shapuxjee Bengalee, C. I. E.,
px.-.-d away eleven years later, when Mr. Donald Graham entrusted the business to the firm,
thereafter styled Vuijivandas Madhowdas and Sons. Mr. Vuijivandas was married in 1S33,
and had three sons and two daughters. The two surviving sons are named Tribhovandas and
Jugraohandas. He had the misfortune to lose his eldest daughter and youngest son some
years ago. During the share mania in 1864. Mr. Vuijivandas shrewdly withstood the tempta­
tion to speculate, anti as a result he was not involved in the disaster at the final collapse in
which so many Bombay men of integrity and renown were brought to ruin. In 1S72 the
management of municipal matters was vested in a corporation, and he was elected by the
rale-payers of the Fort Wanl as their representative, a position he retained till 187S, when he
retired, much to the regret of his brother-councillors and the rale-payers of Bombay. He
was a Justice of the Peace for the tow n and island of Bombay, a member of the Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, a Fellow of the Bombay University, a Member of the
Port Trust, a Director and Trustee of the Bombay Native Dispensary, and was also connected
with many charitable institutions. To perpetuate the memory of his revered father, he pur­
chased. in 1S74 m conjunction w ith his brother Mr. Narottamdas), a large tract of land at
Lull Ba.i’a, now known as the Madhav Bagh, on the Cowasji Patel Tank Road, and on a part
1 f this land they erected several houses, at a cost of nearly two lakhs of rupees, for the use of
Hindu.-on festive and other occasions. In the following year they built a temple at Madhav
Il ,h. and dedicated it to “ Shri Lax mi Narayan ” Madhav Bagh is now one of the most
popular jmblic resorts in Bombay, and the temple of “ Shri Laxmi Narayan ” is daily visited
by number-of Hindu devotees. The permanent maintenance of these institutions is secured
by an annual income- of 5.100 rupees, derived from the rents of a range of buildings and lease­
hob] pri p. rii.-- The-;- places al the present «lav are fully worth five lakhs of rupees, and
■ .’bl c . .. n more if they were projected in these days The late Mr. Muoljibhoy, by his
will, b..; . 1 . ;for charity, and appointed Mr. Vurjivandas executor; but as this fund

... in •Jiiicr.ml to carry out the intentions «»f the deceased, it was utilized in purchasing landed
yr.-pcrl;., ar. ’ the rent-- accruing from it. with accumulated interest, had. in 187.8. increased to
; :.c> • . a: which Mr. Vuriivamla-spent ^7.000 rupees in the purchase of land anti the
erect: ;n hand ' me structures, to be used as a dhamiashala for Hindu travelers. Out
•J in nd lie ah > purchase*.! a house in Nasik costing 5.000 rupees, which he likewise gave

• a »;!: r :.: h.d.i for Hindu travelers. These institutions are supported by an income derived
; annual rents from landed property valued at 20,000 rupees, and are known as the

. ’.ji’ k y Madhowdas Dliarm .shr/as."
In J o Mr. Vurjivandas was m ule a director of the B ink of Bombay, a position he

7..1 tin hi death. in 1882 he pre.- inlet! to the Univcr itv of Bombav Government notes
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to the value of 5,000 rupees, on condition that the interest should be given annually to the
candidate who got the highest number of marks in Sanskrit in the (first) B. A. examination.
This is known as ” Vurjivandas Madhowdas Sanskrit Scholarship. ” In February, 1888, a
marriage in the family look place at Madhav Bagh, and Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and
Duchess of Connaught graced the occasion with their presence. In 1889 Mr. Vurjivandas
had the misfortune to lose his youngest son, Mr. Itanchordas, and, to perpetuate his memory,
a magnificent sanitarium was erected at a cost of 1,25,000 rupees, including the land on the
summit of Sion Hill, near Bombay, for the use of Hindus. Ample provision was made for its
maintenance, the interest of five per cent Port Trust bonds valued at 20,000 rupees, and the
income derived from the garden and buildings attached, being set apart for the purpose. To
afford medical aid to the poor of Sion, Dharavi, Maltungu, and adjoining districts, Mr. Vurji­
vandas, built in 1895, a dispensary at a cost of 16,000 rupees, named after himself, and the sum
of 25,000 rupees invested in Port Trust bonds, as well as the rent of the upper portion of the
building, was set apart for the purpose of its maintenance. This institution was opened by that
popular citizen of Bombay, Dr. Blaney, C. I. E., who, in his closing remarks in reference to
the dispensary and the liberality of Mr. Vurjivandas, said: ’* I know his mind has always been
actively engaged in seeking to invest his wealth in kind and benevolent work, and to lie of use
to his fellow-creatures in his day and generation, thus proving himself a good representative
of the Rupji Dhunji family, of whom I have just spoken.” Mr. Vuijivandas also donated
12,000 rupees toward the Madhav Bagh Sadawart Fund for the relief of helpless and indigent
Hindus, and by a trust deed he set apart a further sum of 25,000 rupees, the interest of which is
devoted to a caste feast, and generally for the relief of the poorer members of the caste. In
addition to the above sum, he spent over 25,000 rupees in charities in sums from 1,000 rupees
and upward. His name was never found wanting on a subscription list raised for the welfare
of his fellow-men.

On twelfth June, 1S96, after a long and useful career, Mr. Vurjivandas departed this life
suddenly at Westfield, his Warden Road residence, the immediate cause of death being failure
of the heart’s action. Hisstaiwart, familiar presence was greatly missed from the commercial
circles of Bombay for many days afterwards. His death was universally regretted, and his
name is destined to remain green for a long time in the memory of all classes of the citizens of
Bombay. His friends and admirers convened a meeting of citizens at Petit Hall, the residence of
SirDinshaw Petit, Bart., where they passed a vote expressive of their deep-felt regret, and also
opened a fund for the purpose of raising a memorial, which was largely subscribed to.

Up to the last Mr. Vuijivandas was hale and hearty, and attended his usual avocations
until within a day or two of his death. After perusal of the foregoing sketch our readers will
readily understand why it is that Mr. Vuijivandas Madhowdas was regarded with feelings of
esteem and affection by all classes of society in Bombay, and it is not too much to say that
whenever the history of the first century of active English rule in Western India comes to be
written, the name of Vuijivandas Madhowdas will occupy a conspicuous and honorable place
therein.

regret.it


Tribhovandas Vurjivandas, Esq., J. p.

Mr. Tribhovandas Vurjivandas i. the eldest son of the late Mr. Vmjivandas Madhowdaa
and was bom „> Bombay o„ the twenly-secoml day of March, 1848. When eight , ear, old he
commenced the study of Gujrati, his mother-tongue, and followed it with English, of which
he possesses an excellent knowledge He left the Hlpbinstone High School in .869, and joined
the piece-goods sales department of Messrs. W. and A. Graham St Co., where lie acquirer!
sound business knowledge, and was highly thought of by the heads of the firm, including the
Hon. Sir F. F. Adam, C. I. E. In 1875 Mr. Tribhovandas established the •* Arya Sudhar.
n.orlaya Sabha," of which he is the President Its object is to diffuse religious knowledge
amongst Hindus. The services of the well-known Pandit Galoolalajee of Bombay weresecured
in connection wall, the institution, and its success was thus, from its very beginning, well
assured. In August, 1878, Mr. Tribhovandas convened a meeting of intluental Hindu gentle­
men to consider the best mode of publicly recognizing the disinterested labors of the learned
Pandit in the cause of the old Indian learning and the Vedic religion, and a fund amounting to
Rs. iS.ooo was raised. Out of this sum a purse of S.ooo rupees was presented, together with
an address, to tile Pandit, and the remaining 10,000 rupees was invested for his benefit. In
promoting this fund, Mr. Tribhovandas evinced his genuine desire to afford public encourage­
ment to the cause of leanring. In 18S0 Mr. Tribhovandas was made a Justice of the Peace for
tile Town and Island of Bombay by the Bombay Government, and in the same year he made
an extended tour through Upper India, visiting, amongst other places, Jabalpur, Allahabad,
Cawnpore, Muttra, Agra, Jcypore, Ajmere, Delhi, Lucknow, Oudb, Benares, Calcutta, and
Nathdwar. On the retirement, in 1SS3, of hi, uncle, Sliel Gopaldas Madhowda,. from the Jie.nl-
sbip of a section of tile Kapok- Bania caste, Mr. Tribhovandas was unanimously elected, at a
meeting of the caste, to succeed him, ami he was al the same time presented with tin- u-u.il
dress of honor. In l88r Mr. Tribhovandas became a member of the linn of Vmjiv.md.is
Madhowdas & Co., and in rSgj the name of the linn was changed to Vurjivanda-M idliowda.x
Sons. In 1SS5 Mr. Tribhovandas established a charitable fund called the Kapole Xiri-hrit
Fund for the benefit of the destitute, and to educate the poor of the caste in Bomba.. To thi-
fund, which has been instrumental in doing much good. Mr. Tribhovandas contributed 1 large
sum.smd under Ins fostering care it now amounts to 26,000 rupees. Al the Municip il elections
in 187S Mr. Tribhovandas was returned as a member of tire Corporation, and he retained hi.
seat till the thirty-first of March. 1898 Before that date, however, lire general election, or
1S9S for a new Corporation were held, at which, however, Mr. Tribhovandas. owing to hi.
multifarious public and business engagements, did not feel justified in offering himself lor
re-election. During his tenure of office as member of tire Corporation, which extended over a
period of twentv yens. Mr. Tribhovandas watched over lire interests of his constituent, with
a whole heart, and, without being aggressive, showed a spirit of independence in all question.
where the public welfare was concerned. He supported the improvement of the a~e.-im.nl
system of Bombay, as well a. the introduction of the Tansa water scheme. In connection with
the Queen's Jubilee it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Tribhovandas, th n Hie in inuri il ■
be raised by Hie Bombay public should lake the form of tire Victoria Technical Institute, and
that Government be informed that Hie committee were prepared to give lire Institute my
portion of the public sulKriplions that might remain after paying the c-xpeii.e. of tb-.-lv.tn-
ities connected with the celebration of Hie Jubilee. This proposal «a, not earned out. ng
to the fact that, after tire expenses were paid, there was no Mance available The Corporate.,,.
however. subsequently made a grant of 80.000 rupees to the Institute. Mr Iribb.n m la. wa.
a Director of Hie Star of India Mills, ami also a member of the Royal Asiatic Society lie



has frequently acted as honorary secretary and treasurer to bodies created for the recognition

of tire public services rendered by distinguished Bombay citizens, such as Sir Dinshaw Petit,

Bart., Dr. Blaney, C. I. E., etc., and also to the memorial to Ik* raised to the late lamented

Maharaja of Bhavnagar. At a meeting, presided over by Lord Harris, then Governor of Bom­

bay, Mr. Tribhovandas was elected a joint Honorary Secretary to a fund raised for the relief of

the sufferers from the riots of 1893. As executor of the late Slid Narottamdas Bapubhai and

Bai Nundcorebai, daughter of the late Shet Ramjet Madhowjee, Mr. Tribhovandas gave out

of the estate of the former 3,000 rupees towards starting a fund for the relief of the poor mem­

bers of the Lad Bania community, and out of the estate of the latter a sum of 25,000 rupees to

provide an elegant building for the Loka Gachh Sang, to be used for the performance of the

religious rites of the Jains. On the death of his much respected father, Mr. Vurjivandas, in

1896, Mr. Tribhovandas was elected to fill the vacancy on the Directorate of the Bank of Bom­

bay caused by the sad event, which responsible and influental position he continues to hold

with marked ability and judgment. With a view to perpetuate the memory of his revered

father, the subject of this memoir, in conjunction with his brother, Mr. Jugmohandas, set

apart a sum of 25,000 rupees, with which nucleus he has established a boarding school, bear­
ing the name of the late lamented Mr. Vurjivandas, for the benefit of the poor and deserving
students of his community. The Kapole Bania community to w hich Mr. Tribhovandas belongs,
and of which he is one of the recognized heads and leaders, was fur a long time divided into
factions, owing to feuds of more than thirty years’ duration. Mr. Tribhovandas regretted this
very much and always tried to heal the breach. The demise of Mr. Vurjivandas served as a
convenient opportunity fur Mr. Tribhovandas to renew his efforts in this peaceful direction, and
at last his perseverance was rewarded with success. The two factions have now buried their
differences ami made friends. It is mainly due to Mr. Tribhovandas that the community now
presents a united front, and his action in this respect is much appreciated, and will long be
remembered, not only by individual members of his own community, but by others as well, ns
it furnishes a striking example of the benefits of union as against the discomforts of division,
for other factions ami communities to follow.

Mr. Tnbbovamlas was married in 1865 to Bai Ruttonba;, daughter of the late Mr. Jugji-
vandas Madhowjee. by whom he has four sons, Manordas, Gordliandas, Dhunndas and Ish-
ward -.s, and two daughters, Kesharbai ami Krishnabai. Early in 1898 he started business under
the name and style of Tribhovandas Vurjivandas 6c Co., in partnership with his sons. At the
outset the firm • erured the Bombay Agency of the Commercial Union Fire Insurance Company
of Ntw York, ami thus they began remarkably well fur a new undertaking. Mr. Tribhovandas
i, s'a'.l in the prime of life, ami, as might be conceived, interests himself in the welfare of his
community. and is alv.a\s consulted where their interests are concerned. His suavity of
manner an 1 burir.i: ability promise to maintain the reputation of the wealthy ami dislin-
gunheii family from v.hum he claims descent, \i/ the family of the historic Shut Rupji Dhunji,
a reputation well su-taimd by his re-, cred father Mr Vurjivandas, during his life-time.
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Lieutenant-Colonel T. S. Weir, I. M. S.

IEUTENANT-COLONEL T. S. WEIR is the Executive Health Officer of the Bombay Munici­
pality, and to those who are acquainted with the serious vicissitude* through which tin*
city has passed during the last three years or so, the weight of the burden he has had to bear
will be readily understood. Colonel Weir joined the Medical Sen ice in 1S70, after a cart er,
already distinguished, in Dublin, followed by some adventurous years. Having act, ), with
credit that proclaimed itself, in different appointments in every hospital in Bombay, he w 1.
unanimously elected Health Officer to the Municipality in 1875. to which rv-poasible j-turn
he has been re-elected quinquennially ever since. The following will give -omc idea :
Colonel Weir's professional versatility:—

In 1S74 a murrain occurred amongst the cattle in Bombay. which Dr. Weir- ... I ■
is mostly called—identified as true rinderpest. This diagnosis of the di^asecan.-ulv iK h. ■ -
able alarm, and Government therefore deputed a committee of Veterinary Officers to re; t
on the disease, and they confirmed Dr. Weir’s opinion.

During the years of great Famine—1896-7—3 high mortality obtained in I’.- m’uv,
and this Dr. Weir ascribed to the immigration of famine-stricken people, who n.ituri.?.
brought with them the diseases usual to famine. Government appointed 4 committee •<

inquire into the cause of the abnormal death rate, and their report led to a difference of opinion lx:twvvn them am! the
Health Officer. In six weeks during the autumn of 18960.5 many as 40,000 people suffering from want were ..:d »•» hn.
inundated the city. Dr. Weir opened large camps for their accommodation and maintenance, both in and out due the city.
one of which—on what was then “The Flats," but now the Race-course—held as many as 25 coo pioplv. He i'. h r.d
steamers every year, for a number of years, for the purpose of sending die destitute immigrants back to their own o i:ntr;c<

In 1S78, a public meeting was held under the presidency of the Governor of Bombay. Sir Richard T«m|h . with the
object of opening a Famine Fund for the distressed in Ireland, and Dr. Weir, who was appoint d to the one: r.:- : ■ 1
of Secretary, was enabled to send home nearly /ao.ooo as Bombay's contribution to the Irish Fund.

In the same year, Dr. Weir obtained leave and proceeded on an adventure into Afghani-tan He w 1. aecrediKd .. : . •
Special Correspondent with the Kurrum Field Force under Lord Roberts, and saw .Hl the fighting in that v hut :r.ch
the battle of the Pei war Rotal. Of the latter he despatched to the Times of' India the longest account that kid. up: » that
time, been sent to any Indian paper. He happened to attract person d mention in one engagement bv rv.i-m < .f h.•• hn ; 1
white horse. As the Special Correspondent to the London Sian Jar J was ill some days before the above battle. Dr. War
acted for him.

Amongst other adventures, Dr. Weir was made a prisoner by the troops at Jamrud. and was so Up: t«r a d . . i a
night, until his identity was established. Curiously enough, there were at that lime al Jamrud all the officers who were a!
queutly killed at Cabul with Cavagnari. Dr. Weir accompanied Cavagnari in several reconnoi unci -

On returning to Bombay, Dr. Weir was connected with the Military Relief Fund, . f whuh hr v a. th-.- •
Secretary in conjunction with Mr. Dossabhoy Framjee. A very large fund was collected, ami this was di trJ'.i: 1 1 • Ih
Weir without a single complaint being made. . . ,

In 1884, Dr. Weir started on another adventure into Central A>: 1. ami this time In v.a. rial C> \.:...
Afghan Boundary Commission for both the London Standard ami the Tim 1 of' /'.d Owing to In. .up. uit..: . ..i. •
Turkish language, bis services were often availed of as interpreter, am! he w is moreover able to o! Lira v.tl.iible 1.' ..

for of Ujc adventures through which Dr. Weir b w r 1 .d A Health <’...t... I I
continuously engaged of late years in the battle with the Plague. lli.Mi-..« uMeti: «. a.xa i-;
they naturally carry much weight. Dr. Weir holds the opinion that the Kague that has alt 1 lite 1 •; ul ut. t •
with such intensity is an epidemic not only amongst human beings but pnroanb .«• •< : -t >at.. and ■
net at the root of the evil measures for the destruction of rodents must I-.- I and strenuon ... s ini. . •
Weir has been since 1873 the Chief of one of the most import nil depattmenb. f not the nrn I import, rut mil
Municipality is a speaking tribute to bis ability.








