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CHAPTER I,

introduction—-The ambitious projects of Dupleix—His.
acquifitions—Lawrence and Clive oppofe him with,
fuccefs—The decline of the French interf-^Maho~
med Ally gels pojfefion of the Carnatic—Expedition
io Gheriah'—Dupleix recalled—A fufpenfion of hof~
tilitics—A new war—The French and their allies
defeated—Pondicherry captured and crazed.

JELmULATION is one of the moft forcible and

operative principles in ftates or individuals. Man
in his focial and folitary capacity is the artificer of
man. But it is ftill one of the molt important
defiderata in morals or' politics, whether this maf-
ter-fpring in his nature be ultimately beneficial to
the fpccies, or whether, on the whole, its belt are
not greatly overbalanced by its worlt confequen-
ces ?

TheB



2 .• TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.

The hiftory of the two rival nations, yvhich
eminently exemplifies, at the fame time that itap-

- proaches neareft to a decifion of this point, is that
of France and England. The incelfant interfe­
rence of their commerce and ambition, has creat­
ed fuch a fpirit of envy, occafioned fuch a feries
of depredations, rivetted fuch implacable preju­
dices, and, for a long fucceffion of ages, produced
fuch a carnage among the fpecies, as are but little
alleviated by all the advantages derived to either,

, from their fettled antipathies or reciprocal hofti-
lities! - . “ ’ * ’

This ancient and prevailing charafteriftic in the
genius of each, has oftener than once portended
the deftrufilion of both. A political contention, •
however, has thus eftablifhed. itfelf between them,
which more or lefs affe&s their minuteft and moll
important operations.. It is ftrengthened and parii-

, pered by that, luxury which rages in the centre,
and extends its baleful influence to the extremities
of all their dependencies. . ,

Such are. thofe radical enmities which have not
only deluged the whole continent of Europe re­
peatedly in blood, but which in every quarter of
the globe, and among all the nations on earth,

■ exhibit to the eye of fpeculative humanity, groupes
of objcfils which render them equally blocking and
immortal.- .  ■

Thefe were but too ferioufly and openly avowed,
by the firft European government that ever inter­
fered in the politics of Indoftan. It was to de­
fend themfelvcs againft the deep defigns and daring

intrigues
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intrigues of a Dupleix, that the Engiilh in that
part of the world originally took up arms. And
all thofe fplendid achievements which have hither­
to marked their fortunes in India,' bear a 'ftriking

. refeinblance to the genius and meafures of that
confummate ftatefman.

Paris and London are not greater rivals in Eu­
rope, than Pondicherry and Madrafs were former- -
ly in Afia. Their religious preppffeflions and pe­
culiarities, their natural averfions, and their inte-
refted jealoufies, were unhappily corroborated and
extended by their vicinity, in being fituated in

• the fame province, their commerce,- in tra­
ding in the fame articles, and their aim, in accu-

• mulating and grafping at the fame advantages.
Dupleix,-who added to a wary, fubtle, and pc-3XvpL.ev

netrating underftanding, the moll, romantic and
indefatigable fpirit of enterprife, infpired his fel­
low-adventurers with all the inveterate and here­
ditary animofity of his native country againft the *
Englilh. His envy was peculiarly heightened and
aggravated by’our fuperior profperity. We had
fecured feveral valuable eftablifhments in various
parts ofIndoftan, many years before-the French.
Our countrymen, much to their honour, had hap- .

. pily and wifely conciliated the good opinion of
’ the natives.' Their traffic was fair, and their man­
ners irreproachable. Circumfpcfl in their inter-
courfe with the Indians, punctual in their pay­
ments, and faithful to their engagements, they
commanded refpefi, and were treated with confi­
dence. The goods they imported were of the

B 2 heft



4 .TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA,
beft quality; and the quantities of Aflatic manu­
facture, and various other commodities, which
they fent to Europe, were prodigious. Thefe cir-
cumftances were contemplated by the French with

...envy, in proportion as they interefted the neigh­
bouring princes in our fuccefs. ,

The genius of Dupleix was ill calculated to brook.
-Rich a manifeft inferiority.- His ambition was
rouzed, and he determined on a feriesof meafures
which, he flattered himfelf, could not but terminate
.in eftablilhing the French on the ruin of the.Eng-
lifh intereft. No.twithftanding the formidable
obffacles which he had to furmount, from the ad­
vantageous fettlements we poffeffed, the prejudi­
ces of the natives in our favours, and the regular

' and permanent form our commerce had affirmed,
his abilities were equal to the talk. And at a

• time when the government of the Mogul ftruck
• Europeans as irreflftible; when to them the
^magnitude of an Indian army was an dbjeCi of a-
ftonifhment and terror; when their fettlements
were yet in their infancy, and commerce on a

. very narrow fcale; fecluded every idea of con-
queft; when their diftance from the parent Rate,

-the paucity of their number, the defpotifm of the
laws by which they were protefted, and the bar­
barous forms of juflice to which they were daily
witncfles, rendered them affable, affimulating, in-
duflrious and inoffenflve; this fagacious politi­
cian difcovercd the two leading principles by v*  hich
the prefent fyftem of rapacity, oppreffion, and
peculation, has been matured, and is Hill fupported.

■  A fecure
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A fecure and unremitting attention to the trade <
of India effectually convinced him, that it never ■
of itfelf, and as it then flood, could be any confi-
derable objeCt to the French nation. The infinite
reftriCtions and difadvantages under which it la­
boured,. were by no means compenfated either to
the public or individuals, by the profits it produ­
ced. Every article in which they dealt was fub-
jefted to fuch a variety of duties, and obnoxious
to fuch a numerous train of great and petty offi­
cers, through whofe jurifdiCtion-it- paffed, that it
was impoffible to bring it to the market with al -
moft any certain profpeCt of gain. It was alfo
cuftomary for the Nabobs to extort with rigour
and exaCtnefs a certain fum annually from all Eu-»
ropeans who prefumed to trade in their dominions.
They were, at the fame time, obliged to keep
garrifons in their feveral factories, and fupport
fuch a.force as they deemed neccffary for the pro­
tection of their perfons and properties in the event •
of a war among the country powers. All this oc-
cafioned fuch an immenfe expenditure, as the
emoluments of a commerce, thus contracted,. im-'
peded, and precarious, was by no means calcu­
lated to defray.

The pcrfeCl conviftion of a faCt fo mortifying to
the pride of adventure, by which the French,
elpecially under the conduCl of a Dupleix, were
animated, mull have impelled them to have finally
abandoned India, but that, his fagacity and dif-
cernment fuggefted a competent rcfource in the
defcCt of martial genius, which he could perceive,

B 3 CVC1» 
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even then, to be a predominating feature in the
charaEler of the natives. No European troops,
before his time, had once took the field again ft the
Prince in whofe dominion they refided, or aClcd
as principals in the political altercations of the
country. The plains of Indoftan were, notwith-
ftanding, perpetually covered with armies. A ge­
neral peace was unknown, and from the fpirit of
diflention that prevailed, feemed impracticable in
the empire. - The whole .continent of India was a

' theatre of difeord, in which a violent ftruggle for
fupremacy, treafure, or territory, was conftantly
carrying on by fome of its Rajahs or Nabobs.

Thus, the want of adhefion in the political fyf-
tern; the want of difciplinc in the armies; and the
want, perhaps, of the true military fpirit in the
natives of Indoftan, tempted Dupleix to conceive,
that by taking fuch a part in the competition as a

' prudent nfe of circumftances might direCf, there
was a much greater certainty of accumulating

. wealth, and acquiring glory from fighting, than
from commerce. He confcqucntly refolved, with-

’ ' out helitation, to profit by thefe difeoveries, and
to render his obfervations at once fubfervient to
the intereft of bis employers, and the honour of
his nation. A more than ordinary attention was
henceforth paid to the affairs of the military. The
ftate of the army was infpeCled with accuracy, the
difciplinc of the troops was enforced with addi­
tional circumfpeClion,, and every poflible expedi­
ent was adopted to complete their numbers, to
rouzc their ardour, and to render them formidable.

" '• The
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• The execution was not Jefs mafterly than the'
conception of his plans. He attached himfelf to
the intereft of Chundafaheb, whofe powerful con- C;
neftions on the one hand, and defperate fortunes
on the other, rendered hini no improper tool of
French policy. This man had given feveral fpe-
cimens of an enterprizing mind, but all his pro-
je&s had hitherto failed. His parts, his addrefs,
and his magnanimous temper, endeared him to
his friends, and even procured him refpecl from
his enemies. Though at this time a prifoner in
Satarah, where he had been clofely confined for
eight years, the power of the Carnatic, on the
bloody ufurpation of Anwarodean, deemed him '
the fitted perfon to conteft the nabobfhip with
that hated tyrant. Dupleix guaranteed the ran-
foms-for which the Marratoes confented to relcafe
him. And after a great variety of military adven- '
tures and viciffitudes, in which the celebrity of his M
talents, as a foldier, was eftablifhed and extended,
he was received with open arms by Murzafajing,
grandfon of Nizimmuluch, who then difputed the
vice-royalty of the Deccan with his uncle, Nazir- •
jing- . . '

This prince foon perceived the afcendancy of
his new ally, and treated him with a confidence
and diflinclion not inferior to the opinion he had •
formed of his abilities and integrity. Chundafaheb
readily acknowledged his authority, and eafily
prevailed on him to renew and authenticate his
claim on the nabobfhip of Arcot, by ifluing letters
patent for that purpofe. A refolution was confc-

B 4 quently
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quently formed, of fubjugating Anwerodcan, as
■ ?. preliminary ftep to a fuccefsful conteft with Nar

zirjing. The French intereft was folicited; Du?
pleix approved of afcheme probably formed at his
jnftance. The Nabob of Arcotwas defeated, and
fell at the battle of Amboor; but his death proved
to Dupleix, and his allies, only cutting off the head
of a hydra. The caufe of Mohommedally, fc?
cond fon of Anwarodean, was' efpoufed by a
ftrong party of the neighbouring armies, who
dreaded the ambition of Chundafahcb. At their
'defire, Nazirjing marched into the Carnatic with
a ftrong army. His nephew, Murzafajing, who
pppofed his claim to the fubafhip, was now indu­
ced to accept of the offers made by his uncle.

This hidden agreement deranged for a moment
|he affairs of the allies. But Dupleix, ever fertile
in refources, found means of creating diffenfion ii>

57? the court of the fuba [T750J.. A confpiracy imme­
diately tookplace; and while Nazirjing, relying on
the faith of the French, .with whom.a formal treaty

/ ' had juft been concluded, and the loyalty of the
tributary Pitans, who were with him in the field,
abandoned himfelf to effeminacy, the former made
an attack on thofe unfufpeQing troops who were
moft in his intereft• and the latter railed the ban­
ners of rebellion,'and murdered their prince in the
midft of his guards arid the view of his army.

By this unexpected revolution, Murzafajing,
the fteady friend of the French, wasi.nftantly pro­
claimed Subah of the Deccan. A large territory in
tfij: vicinity of Pondicherry, a diftrift full more

valuable

r
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valuable, near Karical, in the kingdom of ,Tan-
jore, with the city of Maflulipatnam, and all its
dependencies, which produced, in all, an annual '
revenue of about thirty-eight thoufand pounds,
were inftantly ceded to the French.

The treafures of Naziijing were valued at two
millions five hundred thoufand pounds. Dupleix
■Ihared of this immenfe booty two hundred thou­
fand pounds, befides jewels. In the gorgeous drefs ,
of a native prince, he was the firft that did homage
to the new fubah. He was then declared governor
for,the Mogul, of all the countries fouth of the ri- •
ver Kirftna, a territory nearly equal in extent to
the whole dominions of France in Europe. He
was inverted with the power and title of Munfub,'
or commander of (even hundred horfe. He was
.even permitted to bear, among his enfigns, that of
the fijh, an honour never conferred but on natives
of the higheft diftinSliop. All money, current in
the Carnatic, was alfo to be coined at Pondi­
cherry ; and'all the Mogul's revenues in the coun-\
tries of which Dupleix was appointed vicegerent,
were in the firft. inftanep to be depofited with him.
Chundafahab was appointed nabob of Arcot, un­
der his authority.

By the death of Murzafajing, [^Jan.4,1751J who,
like his uncle, fell a victim,. foon after him, to the
rapacity of the Pitans, this torrent of good fortune
received a temporary check. The genius of Dupleix,
however, prevailed over every misfortune. Chun-
dafaheb forawhilefupportedhis authority in the Car­
natic, under the aufpiccs and fupport of the French

. interert,
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intereft, with profperity. Mahommcdally, affifled
bytheEngliftgand all the adherents of his family, re­
treat before hisviftorious army. He followed them
to Utatoor, to Siringham, and to Trichinopoly.
The deftinies of this great warrior overtook him at
laft. Reduced by the fuperior condufi of his ene­
mies to capitulate, he put himfelf in the power of
Monahjee, the Myforean general, who immediately
ordered his head to be cut off fi752J. Thus was
this formidable army, in the fpace of little more
than two months, reduced to the neceffity of throw­
ing down their arms, and furrendcring at difere-
tio’n- '

Even this difafter was in fome degree compen­
sated, by the fuccefs of the French arms, in fup-
porting the claims of Salabatjing, to the fubahlhip in
the northern provinces of the Decan. This cam­
paign was condu&ed by Buffy, a foldier of expe­
rience and capacity. He marched to Canaul, the
capital of the Pitan nabob, who had flain the for­
mer fubah, and determined that the city fiiould
fuller for the treachery of its lord.

Having put all the garrifon to the fword, and
imprifoned the wife of the late nabob, with her two
fons, after treating with the general of the Marrat-
toes,-the army entered Golconda, where Salabet--
jing publickly afeended the throne or mufned, as
fubah of the Deccan. He then received letters
from an ambaffador, who pretended to come from
the court of Dchli, for the purpofe of thus inverting
him with all the enfigns of goverment. This he
deemed neceffary.to fecure a welcome reception 
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in Aurengabcd. ’ Balgerou, the Marrattoe general,
found new caufes of breaking with him, but he
forthwith invaded their country, and the difference
for the prefent was adjufted. He was oppofed by
a formidable confpiracy of combatants, in his march
to Golconda, but had the good fortune to defeat
them in a pitched battle. His rival and elder bro­
ther, Ghaziodin Khan, was difpatched at Auren-
gazeb by his mother, who poifoned him. The
important fervices of Dupleix were rewarded by a
folcmn appointment to the nabobfliip of Arcot. '

In this manner did Dupleix proceed in aggran­
dizing his nation, accumulating advantages to the
Company, increafmg his own fortune, and efta-
blifhing his reputation. ’ He raifed up Rajahfa-
heb, the fon of Chundafaheb, to counteraft or
defeat the intereft of Mohommed Ally in the Car­
natic ; and with exquifitc addrefs, by his afeen-
dancy over the native princes, by the liberality of
his prefents, and by the fagacity of his intrigues,
as well as by the terror of the French arms, he
finally realized the claims of Salabetjing. His
views, however, were not fufficiently feconded by
thofe officers, to whom the various expeditions he
planned were entrufted. He did not receive thofe
reinforcementsand thataffifiancefrom home,-which
the exigencies of his- fituation required, which his
projc&s fuppofed, and which he had been taught
to expeH. But, the greatefl impediments to his !(
fucccfs arofe from the Britifh Triumvirate, Law-'iy
rence, Clive, and Sanders, who, at that time, had '
the charge of our affairs in India.

During



la TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.’

• During the brilliant career of Duplcix, the Eng-
lifli, reflrained by the Company at home, had hi­
therto remained moll unaccountably inactive .
The daring affaffination ofNazerjing, which over­
whelmed them with horror and aftoniihment; the
variety of white flags, which, as trophies of con,
queft, enfigns of fovereignty, or fignals of defi­
ance, furrounded the Englifh prefidency of
Fort St. David, are the two memorable circum-

- fiances which co-operated with national enmity,
to rouze their lethargy, and excite their emulation.
The death of the fubah, by the treacherous Pitans,
(truck them as the black contrivance of Dupleix,
that his politics of intereft and conqueft -might be
no longer thwarted, by managing the oppofite in-
terefts of two fuch powerful rivals. And they
confidered the triumphant flags which ftreamed in

;the vicinity of Fort St. David, a's an infult to the
Britiffi character, fince it was impoffible to open
their eyes, without contemplating the' mortifying
fignatures of their own infignificance and difgrace.

The prefidency was then under the direflion of
Mr. Sanders, who arrived in India but a fhorttime
before the death of Nazirjing. Convinced by
that event, of the. vafi ambition and extenfive ob­
ject to which Duplcix afpired, (he refolved to frus­
trate his projects as much as poffible. His faga-
city, his perfeverancc, and his refolution, enabled
him, on many occafions, to command a fuccefs,
under circumltances peculiarly inaufpicious. But
the military departments were filled by officers of
genius and enterprise. Major Lawrence was the
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firft who introduced a regular difcipline among the
Britifh forces in India, and trained the natives who
joined them, to fight in the European manner. It
was under this hardy veteran that Clive imbibed
the rudiments of war. By the joint efforts of thefe
^wo great men, occafionally affifted by able Ad­
mirals, and fubordinate officers of confiderable me- .

' rit, the bold defigns of Dupleix, and the Court of
Verfailles, were difappointed, of eftabliffiing an
uriiverfal monarchy jn the empire of Indoftan, to
the utter exclufion of every other European. - —

The nature of this work, however, prevents our . '
going, with any-degree of minut'enefs, into the de-
tail of the feverai campaigns which diftinguiffied
thefe early periods of the Indian war. It is necefi--
fary- only to recapitulate fuch a feries of general
faEts as may preferve our narrative entire, and in­
troduce tis to a more diftinfil and circumftantiai
.acquaintance with the later and more interefting
part of the hiftory of our commercial eftablilhments
and territorial acquifitions in that quarter of the
globe.' .■ . \ ,

The firft favourable, circumftance which revived
the courage of the Englilh, and impreffed the na­
tives with a convifiiion of-their bravery, was an ,  

.expedition againft the province of Arcot, under ■ ■
the command of Clive. With an handful of ,un-  : '
difciplined men, he furprifed the capital of this
rich diftriEi, and fuftained it againft a regular fiege
of three months, by a numerous army, whom,
notwithftanding a furious affault in three different
places, he repulfed with great Ilaughter [17541*
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He was then reinforced by a party from the army
at Trichinopoly, and a confederate body of Mahr-
ratoes, which encouraged him to march in fearch of
the . enemy. The forts of Timrcy, Aranic,- and
Conjeveram, fell before him, and in a general en­
gagement at Caveripauke, he routed at leaft three

• times his number of troops, and took a large party
of French prifoners. The fort immediately furren-
dered. ‘

. : Marching acrofs the country he came to the fpot-
where Nazir-jing had been trcacheroufly {lain.
There a .town was rearing with great alacrity, to'
commemorate that execrable tranfaflion. Its name
was Dupleix-Fatcabat, or. the town of Dupleix’s
victory. Coins were {truck with fymbolical repre-
fentations of the fafl. A {lately pillar was at the
fame time preparing, inferibed with feveral elabo­
rate defcriptions in the French, Malabar,. Perfian,

, and Indoftan' languages, to be erefled as a monu­
ment of French prowefs'and good fortune. Clive
ordered the whole to be erazed, which the army ac-
compliflied with expedition and dexterity. It proba­
bly infpired them with an aufpieious prefage of their
fticcefs over the declining fortunes of the enemy.'

From this place the troops proceeded to Fort
St. David; • nor did they meet or fee a frngle
fquad'ron or party of the French, or their allies,
during the whole march. Their late defeat fuG-
ceeding to former difgrace, had totally broken
their fpirits, deranged their operations, and dif-
perfed their , numbers. Their cavalry attached
themfclves to the governors of fuch diltrifls as were

yet 
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yet in their intereft, the Europeans and Sepoys
were recalled to Pondicherry, and Dupleix wasfo
incenfed againftRajahfaheb, the fon of his former
friend and ally, with whom, on that account, he had
intruded the command, that it was fome time before
he would allow him to appear in his prefence.

Thus the Englilh fuccelfes, under the aufpices .
of Major Lawrence and Captain Clive, recovered
in the fpace of a few months, in favour of
hommedally, the tried friend of the Company,
an extent of country in the Carnatic, thirty miles"
in breadth, and fixty in length, the annual revenue
of which, including that of the famous pagoda of
Tripetti, amounted to upwards of one hundred and
fixty thoufand pounds.

Itwasat this time£1752] Major Lawrence return-
ed from England, andalfumed the command of the
army. He polfeffed the Angular magnanimity of
regarding with admiration, the certain prefages of
fuperior genius in young Clive,' whom, notwrth-
ftanding his youth and inexperience, he confulted
on all bccafions. By the advice of this officer, the
army was directed. -.Major Lawrence remained
with the main body, on the fouth of the Caveri, .
■while Clive was fent with a ftrong detachment to
make a diverlion on the north of the Caleroon.

Clive fucceedcd even beyond the Major’s moll
fanguine expectations. The troops feemed infpired
with the ardour of their leader. Notwithllanding
the . fuperior force of the enemy, they poffefled
themfelves of Pithandah and Otatoor. D Auteuil,
who commanded the French, was known to aim at

ajunc-
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a junction with the confederate army, who encamped
at Seringham, and for whom he had a reinforce­
ment both of men and money. It was of confe-
quence to intercept this fuccour. The forces under
Captain Dalton were confequently ordered to join
thofe of Clive; and this generous officer, though
fenior in command, that no difputes might impede
the fervice, had the gallantry to accompany the
expedition as a volunteer. This party coming up
■With the enemy at Valconda, a fmart engagement

-took place. The French were fo completely van-
quifhed, that the whole, with their commander at
their head; were made prifoners by the Englifli. ’ •

Nor had the Major lefs fuccefs. He perceived'
and availed himfelf of the diflenfions which pre­
vailed in the*  enemy’s camp. He followed them
into the ifland, and by every military manoeuvre
•which the moft confummate (kill in the profeffion,
zeal in the fervice, and a perfect acquaintance with
thte characters of the Indian chiefs, enabled him to'
perform, cut off all communication with the coun­
try, and rendered their fituation a complete block­
ade. In confequence of thefe operations, the va­
rious powers -of which the confederacy confifted
began to fliift for themfelves, and to make what
terms they could with the Englifli.- Many of them
joined the oppofite intereft; fome having obtained
leave to pafs the river, returned to their refpeftive
homes; -and the French, flint up in the pagoda of
Jambakiftria, were foon obliged to capitulate.

This whole war, in which a profufion of blood
and treafure was expended, was almoft confined to

> . . Trichi-
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Trinchinopoly and its dependencies. A variety of
inferior forts, in the adjacent territories, were con-
flantly changing mailers. No confiderable advan­
tage was gained on cither fide, though many'lkir-
mifhes took place, and feverai bloody battles were
fought. It was a feene in which the genius of the
natives was exhibited to advantage. The Euro­
peans contemplated with altonifhment the profound
duplicity which reigned in their camps; and the
confummate addrefs by' which they incelfantly en­
deavoured to over-reach one another. To their
want of accuracy and manlinefs in the diferimina-
tion of character and conduct, they added a ma-
nifeft defeat of refolution * and forefight.- Their
wars were carried on with the fame inattention to
fyltem, as fierce,- as' cowardly, and as mercileis, as
thofc of tygers. Their politics degenerated into'
intrigue, or confifted only in the piddling ma­
noeuvres of fiiarpers, who have no other object
than circumvention. Their alliances invariably
originated in avarice or revenge. Their confede­
racies were without unanimity of fpirit, and their
attachments equally deftitute of friendfhip and prin­
ciple.
• Nor Were the Europeans an object of lefs no­
velty to fuch of the natives as were capable of ob-
fervation. • The decifion of the field generally de­
pended on the conduct of the French or Eng-
lifli. No fpcclacle could be more curious and
intcrcfting to a perfon placed in the pagoda ol
Trinchinopoly, than one of thole battles which
were fought in its vicinity. The aftion for the
J - C ntolF
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mod part was left entirely to thofe rival troopsy.
who, though feldom more than a thoufand in num­
ber, were often hotly engaged, while their refpec-
tive allies, in prodigious fwarms, hovered at a dis­
tance, fpedators of the fray, and anxious for the
iffue.

A war thus tedious and abortive, difpofed the
prefidencies of the two companies to think of com-
promifmg their differences by treaty. This pro­
duced the famous congrefs at Sadrafs,. which, after
much difcuflion and altercation among the com-
miffioners, produced nothing but a complete proof
that the titles of Dupleix were a forgery. Mr.
Sanders, who fuperintended this conference with
his ufual fidelity and accuracy, perceiving his can­
dour and moderation oppofed only by prefumption
and evafion, after protefling, in the moft folemn
manner, againft whatever had been affumed on the

‘fiClitious claims of Dupleix, difmiffed the deputies,
and put an end to the bufmefs.

This detedion, for the prefent, baulked the ex­
pectations which the profpeCt.of peace had raifed
in both prefidencies. Hoflilities were therefore
continued, and had probably been protrafled to
great length, as well as agitated with frefh ardour
and animofity on both fides, but that Dupleix was
recalled from the government of Pondicherry, and
his fucceflbr ordered to make peace on any terms.

No news could be more acceptable to all who
were difpofed to promote the commercial intcrcfls
of the two companies. Gadcheu, the new gover­
nor, announced his proportions to the prefidency

' of 
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bf Madrafs without delay. A fufpenfion of arms;
tor three months, was inftahtly declared, and it
was agreed, provided the two companies, who re-
ferved to themfelves the right of altering or annul­
ling whatever in the treaty they might think pro­
per, acquiefced in the opinion of their fervants; to
renounce for ever all Moorifh government and dig­
nity ; never henceforth to interfere in any diffe­
rences which might take place among the princes
of the country, and to deliver up to the govern- '
ment of the empire, all places captured by either
during the war, excepting Rich as fliould be’ftipu-
lated to' remain in the pofleffidn of each company;

The revenues arifing from this war to the refpec-
tive companies, at the ceffation of hostilities, which
were prodigioufly in favour of the French,- demon-
ftrate how different the motives were on which, it
was carried on; and how Superior, perhaps, the
iricafures of Dupleix had always bden to thofe of
his rivals. The exchange of the prifoners alfo
proved, that however inferior we might be In the
cabinet,•' we beat them ih the field. For though
their reinforcements from time to time, as well as
their allies, were much more numerous than ours, |
nine hundred French prifoners were now in our ip7-
euflody, for two hundred and fifty Englifh which
were in theirs. • ’ <
• Notwithstanding thefc appearances of tranquil­
lity, a variety of circumflances occurred to render
a general peace impracticable; The finances of
Mahommedally were ahnofl totally exhaufled.—
The tributary Polygars, with great profeffions of

C a attachment,
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attachment, were united only in the backwardnefe
of their payments. The collection of. the Arcot
revenues Were indifpenfible. A party of troops
were therefore difpatched, under the command of
Colonel Heron,, to recover what arrears were due
to the nabob, in the fouthern diftriCis; This un­
fortunate expedition, without effectually ferving;
the nabob, {Emulated the prefidency of Pondi­
cherry to new hoftilities; which, however, by pru­
dence and arrangement on our part, were for the
prefent happily quafhed.
' The eftablifhment of Mahommedally in Arcot,,
the capital of his dominions, was alfo attended with'
a variety of petty difputes, which could only be
fettled by a military force. The principal feene of
thefe tranfaCtions was the Northern Gircars. The
detachment which went on this fervice was com­
manded by Major Kilpatrick. ' But, after exhauft-
ing every rcfo’urcc of evafion which cunning, chi­
canery, and even treachery could fuggeft,. without
iffeCt, moft of the Polygars made good their con­
tributions,, and acknowledged their dependance. '

• It was about this, time that Admiral Watfon and’
Captain Clive undertook an expedition againft the
piratical confederacy on the Malabar coaft. The
numerous rivers which- intellect this part of the
country, fwarmed with fleets of armed veficls, which
fubfifted only by plunder. Every fpecics of trade-
carried on m thofc feas, was confcqucntly haiiaffeci
and obnoxious to perpetual outrage, by the ban­
ditti who frequented and infefted them.

One



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.

One Angriawas at the bead of this formidable
combination. He derived from his predeceffors a •
powerful fleet and considerable territory. ',His de-

. predations on the Ihips of all nations, who did not
purchafe his prote&ion at a. great price, daily ,'in-
..creafed his conSequence. The Company were at the
annual expence of fifty thoufand pounds, in order
to exempt their commerce from his rapacity. ;

Admiral Watfon, in conjunction with Several VJ A H tm
tranfports commanded by Clive, dircfiled his courfe
for . Gheriahj the capital of this naval robber.

. Though ftrong by nature, and considerably fortified
by art, it could not witbftand the danger to’which . -
thefe preparations expofed it. Angria retreated to

tthe Marattos, whom he hoped to appeaSe by pre­
sents, or amuSe by ftipulations. The garriSon;
without a commander in whom they could confide,
the. afliftance of engineers, or indeed any Solid
proSpeS: of SucceSs, did not even attempt a regular
defence. The fort Surrendered, after a Smart can-
■nonade, and. there were found in it a large quantity
.of military ftores, and a hundred and twenty thou­
sand pounds in money, which,, without any referve

. either Sor the nation or the Company, was Snared
among the captors on the Spot. And happy had it
been Sor the Britiflr charaflcr, for the natives of

.Indoflan, and Sor the intcrefl. of the Company, if
their civil or military Servants had never indulged
a Species of more criminal peculation.

No event. Since the late treaty bore a more fa­
vourable afpeft to the Englifli intereft than the dif-

.miflion oS the French troops under the command of .
C 3 ’ Dc
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De Buffy, from the fervice of the fubah. , It hap-t
pened at Savanore, which lies two hundred mile?
fouthweft of Galconda. This formidable connec­
tion had been long an eye-fore to the Company,
■who knew it to be a fource of certain aggrandife-
ment and opulence to their rivals. The miniftry
of Salabatjing were alfo difgufted by an ally, whofe
conduct was no lefs affuming and lofty than his de­
mands were exorbitant and infatiable. The Eng-
liffi had confequently the lefs difficulty of under­
mining De Buffy and the French intercft in the
viceroy’s favour. Their agents, though it is
alledged without any authority from them, ftipu-
lated in their name that the fubah ffiould have the
fame affiftance from.the prefidcncy of Madrafs^
which he had formerly received from Pondicherry,

.and without any of thofe mortifying conditions
which the French had thus ungeneroufly extorted
from him, under the preffure of the moll critical
circumftances.

The party againft the French, among the various
intrigues going forward in the vizir’s court, was
every day acquiring additional influence from the
well known principle of efpoufing the caufe of the
ftrongeft; and Salabatjing, notwithflanding his re­
gard for Buffy, had not fufficient refolution to op-
pofe fo powerful a combination againft him. He
was, in truth, like moft other great men, without

. a will of his own, and the more arbitrary a tyrant,
from being fo much a (lave. Buffy, the moment the
refraftory nabobs had made their fubmiffion, was
therefore, at the inftigation of his enemies, ordered

tq
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to leave the fubah’s camp, and march without de­
lay for Pondicherry.

This able officer received, and immediately pre­
pared to obey, the Une.xpeQ.ed mandate, with that
indignant pride which it is'fo natural for the noble '
and brave to feel, when their beft fervices are only
thus rewarded with the blackeft ingratitude.

In this manner had the contefts of the Europeans
long raged in the Deccan like a hurricane. By the
attention of the Prefidericy to the Company’s inte-
reft at the mouth of the Ganges, the ftorm for a
moment fubfided. Buffiy, in the mean time, ef-
fcQed a reconciliation with the fubah, and during
this ffiort interval of repofe, the affairs of his go­
vernment were interrupted only by the petty in­
trigues of rival omrahs. ' ■

Nothing of material confequence, indeed, to
either party, was at prefent agitated in the Carnatic.
The chiefs, as ufual, carried on the trade of plun­
der, treachery, and affaffination, in the frontiers,
while the heart, of the country enjoyed a momen­
tary ceffation of hoflilities. It was, however, but
the tranfient flumber of the wretched, who fuddenly
awake to new and more aggravated miferies., "

The war which France and England foon after­
wards commenced, involved, more or lefs, all their
interefts and dependencies in India. Many of the
principal provinces of the Deccan, and efpecially
thefouthern and northern vicinities of the C arnatic,
yvere univcrfally embroiled by frefli diflurbances.

The two Companies regarded the motions and
ConncQions of each other with jealoufy and lan-
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coiir. The policy of flic natives in all its darknefs
and obliquity became the favourite ftudy of both,
and both made wonderful proficiency in this pcr^
nicious and difgraceful fcience. . • .. •

A new competitor put in his claims for tl^e fubah-
fhip of the Deccan, fupported by all the weight of .
legal authority, and a powerful combination of the
moft warlike princes in the empire; a ftrong rein­
forcement of troops landed,from Europe, and the
fovereignty of the Indian teas was difputed on the
Coromandel epaft by the Englifh and French fleets,
with the utmoft inveteracy and valour. Every part
of tbisvaft peninfula, where either of thefe nations
had any intereft or alliance,- fuffered all the ravages
of war for a feries of years. The two prcfidencies,
and the principal of their rcfpcQive factories, were
alternately belieged and relieved by their refpcc-
tive forces and allies. Many of them, even in the
courfe of a few months, repeatedly changed their
jnallers, their inhabitants, . and their garrifons.

• Here the Britiflr arms evidently partook of the gene- .
ral good fortune which at that period every where
attended them. They baffled every confederacy
that threatened to check their fucccfs. They de- •
fended Madrafs-; they took Pondicherry; they re­
covered Calcutta, with infinite advantages; and
they acquired the revenues of a rich and extenfive
territory, amounting, it was faid, to upwards of;.
three millions a-ycar..

The romantic campaigns of Lally are frefh in
every man’s remembrance, who rccollefls the glo­
rious and triumphant conclusion of that memorable

- •
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war. He loft Mafulipatam, and the northern pro­
vinces, by recalling Be Bully from Salabatjing,
and appointing an officer of inferior abilities to fuc-
teed him in that critical fituation. He wafted .
much time, much treafure, and many lives,, with­
out eft’eft, in an inveftment of Madrafs, which
might have been occupied in co-operating with the
allies of the French Company, and extending their
intereft. . He crippled his army by the large de­
tachments which he font to Seringham, and enabled
the Englilh, in confequcnce of their taking poffief-
fion of V andevafh and Corangoly,- to extend their
barrier Couth of the Palier.

Thefe, however, were not the caufes which.
ruined the French in India. There is no country
in the world in which war is fo expenfive as this.
The lofs of the French, and our advantage, by the
capture of Chandcrnagore, and our other important
acquifitions in the rich province of Bengal, drove
them from India. The Britifli conquefts on the
Coromandel and the Malabar coafts were atchievcd
by Clive on the banks of the Ganges.

Lally might be deficient in the local knowledge
of the country. Perhaps he conceived too con­
temptibly of the native princes to make the beft
ufe of- their affiftance. But he was obliged to act
on the fea coaft without a fquadron, and when he
penetrated into the interior parts of the country,
his allies were refraflory, and his troops mutinied
for want of pay. Notwithllanding thefe impedi­
ments, out of ten battles he had only loft one, and
miglit well be allowed,, after gaming nine, battles,

and
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’.CHAPTER. II

Revolutions in Bengal—Surqjah Dowlah—Meer faf- •
—CoJJlm, Aliy Cawn-—The Company’s accejjion to

the Dewaunee—Sujah ul Dowlah—Treaties—Lord
Clive goes out to India—Select Committe—Altercation
with the Members of the Board. ;

OuR military tranfa&ions on the. coaft of Co*  I

romandel were fuddenly fufpended, by intelligence
'which the prefidcncy of Madrafs received from i

. /Bengal. Surajah Dowlah, a young prince without
parts, experience, or humanity, had ahnoft annihi­
lated our intereft in that divifion of the empire. •

In June, 1756, Fort William, after a brave dc-
fence, under circumftanccs peculiarly diftrelfing,
fwrendered to an' immenfe army, headed by the
nabob in perfon. The town was burnt and pillaged,
the treafury of the Company plundered, the publick
works demoliflied, and a hundred and fifty of thegar-

?f rifon, who furvived the capture, thruft intoaftrong
!.)t o-c-V -1' dungeon, not more than eighteen feet long, and four­

teen feet wide, with only two holes barricaded by
iron bars, where they remained all night in fuch
a ftate of fuffbeation, from want of frefh air, the
heat of the feafon, and their own perfpiration,
that moll of them pcrilhcd in a violent delirium.
On the morning twenty-two were found merely

• aliyt^
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alive, and exhibited Rich a pifilure of diftrefs, as
human nature has feldom fuffered or furvived,
. This dreadful information was received by our
countrymen on the coati with infinite horror and in­
dignation. It was a misfortune the more ferioiis and
alarming, that it had not been forefeen, and which re­
quired all the ftrength of the Company to furmount.
After a mature, and, on Rich an emergency, per­
haps a tedious deliberation in the council of Ma-
drafs, Clive was ordered for Bengal, at the head of
nine hundred’Europeans, and a thoufand five hun­
dred fepoys. Watfon and Pococke were at the-
fame time deftined to fecond his operations by fea,
with a fleet of two fliips of the line and three large-
frigates. ’ *

The armament which had thus left Madrafs in
Oftober, after encountering various difallers front

. crofs winds and adverfe currents, appeared in a
very fliattered condition before Mayapore, in the
latter end of December. And notwithflanding
many of- our forces were not arrived, the fort"-of
Buzbuzia, ten miles up the river, was attacked .
next day and carried,, though not without con-
fiderable difficulty.

The army, eager to regain Calcutta, and to re­
venge, the Shocking cataftrophc of their country­
men, prefled forward to that place; which, how­
ever, was abandoned by the garrifon on exchang­
ing a few fliot with the fliips. which anchored in the
road. The general dcvaflation which a barbarous
and infuriate enemy had committed on a fpot 16
endeared to the Engliffi by long rcfidencc, the 

con-



30 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA;

convenience of its harbour and filiation for corn*
mercc, and the fplendour of its public cdificesy
was a fpetlacle which many of its late inhabitants
on their return, and thofe who knew it in its better

• days, contemplated with the ftrongeft exprcffions-
of horror and anxiety.

There was, however, no time to wafte in una­
vailing regret. Clive entrenched his troops within
four miles of the factory.- In a few days the exaf-
perated fubah made his appearance at the head of
a prodigious army, approached within a few miles
of the Englifh, and pitched his own tent in a gar­
den at the back of the town. An attempt was-
made to amufe our people with offers to form the
bafis of a negotiation. But fufpefling treachery
in thefe overtures, a plan was formed for attacking
the head-quarters next morning. For this purpofe
between four and five hundred failors landed from-
the fleet at one o’clock. About two the troops-

' were under arms, and marched by four to the at-:
tack of the nabob’s camp. Clive’s intention was-
to have feized his cannon,, and ftormed his tent ;
and his plan had probably been executed; but-
when day-light appeared the army was involved in-.
fuch an impenetrable fog, that they could not fee
three yards before them. This eireumftance equal­
ly affecting our troops and the enemy T the greateft-
confufion enfued, and continued till the Englifh
had marched through the whole Indian camp.—-1
So brilk a fire was however kept up, that we loft
near a hundred men; the enemy twenty-two offi­

cers
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CerS of diftinflibn, fix hundred foldiers, ahd about ,
the fame number of their moft ufeful animals.

The fuccefs of this unexpefted attack fo effec-
tually damped the fubah’s fpirrts, as well as the
courage of his omrahs and the great men near his
perfon, that he was now as anxious to conclude a
ferious reconcilement with the Company, as he had
formerly been to harrafs or amufe them. It was
therefore agreed, that he fhould reftore the Com­
pany’s factories, with fuch of the plundered effects , •
and monies as had been regularly brought to ac­
count in the books of his goyernment. He allowed
the fortifications of Calcutta to proceed; gave leave-
to coin money in amint of our own; exempted all
merchan'dife under the Company’s paffports from
tax, fee, or impofition; permitted them to take pof-
felfion of the thirty-eight villages affigned them by
the emperor Furrukfhir, and reinllatcd them in all
their former privileges.
J Political treaties in Indoftan, as in Europe, are
binding only while it continues the intereft of nei­
ther party to infringe them. The Englilh did not
enjoy their advantages with moderation, nor the
nabob regard his engagements with fidelity. They
captured the French fettlements at Chandqrnagore
without his confent, and he afforded their enemies
affiflance without confulting either their intercfl or
his own honour. A frefh rupture was the confe­
rence, and both prepared for new hofiilities.

A committee for directing the military opera-i0,\WuTT £
iious in Bengal, had been appointed on the com­
mencement of the war. It confiflcd of Drake,

Wat Ion,
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Watfon, Clive, and Kilpatrick. Clive fuggefted
the indifpenfiblc neceffity of an immediate revolu­
tion in the government of the fubahlhip, without
which, in his opinion, there could be no perma­
nent eftabldhment of the Englilh intcreft. His
idea was implicitly adopted, and the completion of
the meafure left to his management, in concert
with Mr. Watts, the Company’s refident at the’
court of the nabob.

It was a curious and- ftriking occurrence in the
viciditudes of human focicty, for the agents of a
mercantile affociation, at fuch an immenfe diftance
from their native country, to meditate the downfal
of a government by whole indulgence they enjoy­
ed a multitude of privileges, and which, for extent
of territory’, for population, for revenue, and for
commerce, had fcarccly an equal in the world.—
Nor was it the leaft extraordinary circumftance at­
tending a confpiracy thus fingularly daring and at-
trocious, that the execution of it was entirely con­

signed to the petty commander of a few battalions,
a mere pecuniaty factor, and one or two inferior
agents, of defperate fortunes and equivocal prin­
ciples. ■ - - -.

It was the ruin of Surujah Dowlah, that, to the'
ftrongefl. habits of obftinaev and avarice, he added
ignorance, temerity, and cruelty in the extreme;
Intoxicated with ideas of his own confequence, the
high ’prerogatives of his fituation in the empire, i
the inligmi.cance'of his fubjefts, and the impotence
of his enemies, he riot only aEled without forefight
and without fyftem, but there was not a (ingle om-
. • rah
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fah in whom he could place the fmalleft confidence,
or who could afford the leaft advice. All of them
confulting his humour, rather than the difficulties
under which he laboured, encouraged him in the
abfurd and fatal policy of making war on the Eng-
liffi, whofe power and re fou rces mu ft have appeared
fully to him, who has been heard to fay that he did
not believe there was teh -thoufand men in all Eu­
rope,. altogether incapable of ferioufly affecting his
intereft. Indebd lie had only affected from the
firft.to be offended with their fcrupulous attention.
to their own fafety, as implying a diftruft of his a-
bility or inclination to protetl them; or from an
idea.of their immenfe opulence, was defirous, un-^
der the pretext of afferting his authority, to poffefs
himfelf of their treafure. This unworthy object
was, however, profecuted with an ardour and ftea-

‘ dinefs which would have done credit to a better
caufe.' ■ .Little fufpefiing, while thus inverted
with all the enfignia of fovereignty, furrounded
with multitudes of Haves, and controuling the fi­
nances of the empire, that his throne was ffiortly
to be ufurped, his fate pronounced, and his richest
divided by a handful of traders.

Even among his own friends and dependents,
his choleric and avaritious difpofition, his treache­
rous and daftardly paffions, were fources of eternal
apprehenfion and miftruft. The diffatisfaflions of
the court foon pervaded the camp, and the prin­
cipal officers in the army, from motives of felf—
preferyation as well asdf refentment, agreed with
Clive and Walts to annihilate the power of the

D tyrant.
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.tyrant. So dcfperate' and determined are the
grea.teft (laves in' nations the molt effeminate and

■ pufillanimous fometimes rendered, by the rigid
exercifc of defpotifra; and fuch is the dangerous

-pre-eminence of occupying- a throne eftablifhed
in blood.

The choice of a fucceffor fell on‘Meer Jaffier,
•<on account of his riches,' his high rank, and the
'great influence he poffeffed both in the army and
'the councils of his fbvereign. The*  treasonable .
'negotiation .was carried on by the intrigues of
Omichund, a black merchant, who, anxious to

■ profit by fo important a tran faCtion, put a molt
enormous price on his treachery. The principals,
oh fixing the eftimate of- the whole, deeming, his

'demands arbitrary and impracticable, refolved
on difappointing his venality, without endangering

’their fcheme, by trifling with his refentment.
To accomplifh this manoeuvre with the greater

-certainty, two treaties were prepared and authen­
ticated by.the Signatures of the refpeElive parties;.

.’one in which the terms of .Omichund were ex- ■
•'preffed; another intended only to be obferved, in-
which no mention was made of bis name. No
arguments could induce Admiral'Watfon to (ign
fo infamous an inftrtiment, but he connived-at -the
ftratagem, by buffering another, at Clive’s buggef-
tion, to affix his name. ' .

. . The treafures of-Surajah Dowlah were calculated
exceedingly beyond their value. ClivA dictated

. the negotiation; and fpecificd the dillribution of
' the booty. Dazzled by the dignity to which be

, afpired,
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• dfpircd, Meer Jaffier implicitly acquiefced in what­
ever was proposed. He Engaged to give the Com­
pany one million two hundred thoufand pounds;

[i the European fufferers fix hundred thoufand; the » .
fame fum to the navy and army; two hundred and .
fifty thoufand to the natives of the country, and a

I! ‘ - hundred thoufand to the Armenians.
It was alfo ftipulated, that thefe treafooablc ar-

rangements fliould only take place, when Meer-
Jaffier ffiould have foully betrayed his maftcr in the
field. This memorable inftance of perfidy was
afled in the Grove of Plalfcy, [June 26, 1757] '7^7
where the ftandard of rebellion was hoifted, and
Where a few hundreds of Britifil foldicrs are faid

' • • Jto have acquired immortal honour,- by facilitating
the fanguinary machinations of'traitors againft the
dominion and life of their lawful fovereign, by -
.taking advantage of an enemy thrown into confu- : '
fion, and convulfed by the death or defertion' :
of its officers, and by deluging the plains with the

. .bjood of an unwieldy multitude, without arms,- ,
union, confidence, or difcipline, and equally in-:

• capable of refiftance or retreat. Meer Mufdan,
the moft faithful and accomplifhed of Surajah
Dowlah’s .generals, being mortally wounded'by a
cannon ball, the command devolved on the con­
federate of'the Engliffi. -This accident probably x
decided the contcft,- as if .removed the only indi­
vidual who, by his prudence and ability,- might
have checked the confpiracy. Clive, who had
gone to reft while the tragedy was acting, only a- -
woke to witnefs the concluding fetne. Alter re-

D 2 priipanding 
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- prfmanding his officers for daring to fight without
his orders, while he was afleep, he marched with
his ufual coolnefs and intrepidity at the head of a
party, and drove the enemy from an advanced

. poft, where a few pieces of artillery had done con-
fiderable execution. The troops of Meer Jaffier,
at that inftant, drew off from , the field of battle.
This movement, connected with the profound’neu-
trality which Clive had obferved in that divifion
of the army, foon convinced him who-they were.
This fpeHacle was not more pleafing to him than
the news of it -proved alarming to the nabob.—
Plunged as he was in defpair, from the conviftion
that his confidence had been placed in a traitor,
and no longer able to diferiminate his friends from
his foes, he hurried from the fatal fpot, and fnatch-
ed an interval of miferable r'efpite. from the defti-
nies that furrounded him, by hurrying himfelf a
moment, for the laft time, among his women
and his wealth. His defeat was complete. Moft

•' of the troops preferred the fortunes of Meer Jaffier.
- And Surajah Dowlah, as a dreadful leffon to tyrants,

was reduced, from wielding the rod of oppreffion,
to'confult his own. fafety .under the.difguife of a
vagabond. His retreats were foon difeovered,
and thole who had. deprived him of his throne,
thought themfelves alfo entitled to put an end to
his life. '

In this manner was fought the celebrated battle
of Plaffey. Truth will afcribe’the achievement

- to treachery, when the luftre of the aflors ceafes
' to give brilliancy to the fafl. It was nd new mode

of
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of difplaying military heroifm, and Clive was but
a fervile imitator in making the experiment, firft
to bribe the general, and then-to maffacre the >
troops.

No fooner was Meer Jaffier feated in the mufnud, I b
fjune gothj than he found the treafurcs of his
predeceffor utterly inadequate' to the full and im­
mediate difcharge of all his pecuniary engagements. '

» His debts, by the ordinary expences of govern­
ment, accumulated of courfe; his allies were dif-
fatisfied; his officers in difguft ncgleEled the dif-
cipline of the army, and a total relaxation pre­
vailed through all the gradations of authority.—

, Eight hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie was at
one time remitted to Calcutta. The tardinefs of
the fubfequcnt difburfcments, the jcaloufies of the' ,
court, the encroachments and infolence of our
countrymen, the nabob’s fufpicions, and the in- ’ i
trigucs of his confidential fervants, produced Rich
a complicated feries of altercation, as terminated .
in an inveterate diffike on both fides.

• • The'Company, oh receiving the difpatches which
announced the fucccfs of their troops at P.laffcy,
had appointed Clive governor of Calcutta. It was

. then that the French were making their lalt efforts,
under Lally, on the coaft of Coromandel. Clive
projected the fche'me of driving them from the
Northern Circars, which yielded a revenue of four
hundred thoufand pounds a-year. This expedition

• was commanded by Colonel Ford, whofc fucccfs
. was as brilliant and complete as, from the infinite

D 3 difficulties
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difficulties he had to encounter, it certainly was
unexpected.

!-| -rj ‘ In the. month of Auguft, 1759, “the Dutch made
‘ j * their appearance in Hugfrly river, in a hoftile man- ■

ner. Notwithftanding we were then at peace with
that nation, the governor determined to oppofe

„ / them. The nabob was called upon to fulfil his
engagements, to order them forthwith to leave the
river, and in cafe they did not comply with bis or­
ders, the Engliffi refolved, under his fanClion, to
attack them. Seven fhips full of men came with­
in a mile of Calcutta, and landed fifteen hundred.
Colonel Ford, who had juft returned from the
conqueft of the Circars, tyas ordered to intercept
them in their march to their fa&ory Chinfu'ra.—
This he did, with about a force of a thoufand men?
fo effeflually, thatpE feven hundred Europeans
not above fourteen’ reached the place of their def-
tination. The ffiips commiffioned by the Dutch
for this clandeftine expedition were at the fame
'time all taken.- A.treaty however took place, in

’ which the Dutch. Eaft-India Company, agreed tp-
. defray the expences of the war, and ’that, they

ffiould never introduce forces into the nabob’s
pountry without his confent, or keep at all their
fctilcments together more than a hundred and
twenty-five foldiers. The Engliffi alfo returned
the captures they had made, which- were valued at
half a miftion ftcrling.

; This unaccountable event was roundly attributed
to the connivance of-the nabob, who was now be-
pome odious for lus cruelty, and delpicable for his

' ''..................... .infig-
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infignificance. The Englifh immediately con-,
qeived the plan of a new revolution ;■ but had the
addrefs to difguife their intentions, under die ap­
pearance of cordiality , with the fubah. While-

. affairs were in this tranquil pofture, and Meer Jaf-
fier deemed himfclf fccure in his government, he
was fuddenly diverted of fovereignty [1760],-in.
favour of hisTori-in-law, Coffim Ally Cawn.

Excufes were eafily fabricated for the repetition,
of this violent meafure.- The defeats of his govern­
ment were rcfolved into his want both of capacity
and principle. He was charged with ingratitude
to his benefaflors, becaufc the Company’s fervants.

■ were not uniformly preferred to his own country­
men. His private conduH was expofed and black-.
ened by libels of the groffeft enormity. But the
truth feems to have been, that Meer Jaffier had
adopted a polity which might not eventually coin­
cide with the ambition and' venality of his new.
mafters. Intoxicated by their late extraordinary
fuccefs, and overwhelmed by the vart torrent of
wealth which incefianily flowed in upon them, the
fpeculations, the projects, and the defires of frefh
acqiiifitions, which agitated the minds of tliefemcn,
knew no bounds.’ And the natural inclination

' which the nabob unavoidably difeovered for rcco-
vering'that independence which he had lort, and
which he had deemed effential to the utility of his
high fituation,. only ftimulated them to hold the
domination they had grafped with a tighter hand.

Cofhm Ally Cawn was not more patient under
the controul of the Company, though he felt the

D 4 neccflity
i
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peceffity of an implicit fubmiflion. An ertablifh^
ment founded on their protcftion ftruck him, as
not lefs mortifying than precarious. It was attended
■with circumftances which diverted his character of
its proper influence. He thought himfelf entitled
to the command, of troops who were occupied in

.. his fervice, and whom he was bound to pay.’ But
• every European in his army affefted an indep.cn--

dence, incompatible with the difcipline of the
■whole. The officer who headed fhefe detachments
took a pleafure in difputing his mort trivial orders,
and expofing the imbecility of his government to i
the derifion of his fubjeds. From the hour of his
acceflion to power, fcarce a day parted in which
occaflon was not taken, from the moft trivial ocr
Gurences, of leflening his dignity, infulting his im­
potence, and rendering his dependence on the
patronage of the Company irkfome and infupport-
able. • • ’ ’ ‘ ; - - -

It is impoffible that two governments of equal
authority in any country can uniformly coincide or
long fubfill, without claffiing in matters of impor- -
tance. The abufes in mort of the fubordihate fac­
tories were become grofs and enormous. They .
artumed the privilege of deciding in every difpute
where their own intcrerts were concerned ; foldiers
and fepoys attended their orders, and even officers
in confiderablc ftations in the country government,
were ignominioufly beat at their defife-.. They for­
cibly feized the property of others, dealt indiferi-
minalely in all merchandize, fixed their own
prices, extorted payment, hoirted Engliffi colours,
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forged paffes, and treated every idea of juftice with
ridicule and defiance. The confequence was, that' ‘
{hops were Ihut up, and villages abandoned; and
the whole province was in an uproar, with outcries
again ft the tyranny of the Englifh, and the en­
croachments of the nabob. But every ftruggle
made by the peafantry, and others,_to prevent and

. repel thefe extortions, was conftantly conftrued
into an attack on the rights of the Company.
When the nabob ftated thefe grievances, they
were not redrefled, and' when he attempted to
compromife them, he was charged with partiality. '

Thefe inftances of difrefpect were ill calculated
to conciliate the attachments of a prince, formed'
on maxims of the moft Barbarous defpotifm. But
he had ftrength of mind to render his feelings fub-
fervient to - his duty and his intereft, and to make
the experiment whether "he could not obtain by •
policy, what he had fo little hope of remedying by
complaint. His firft care was to reform the various

• abufcs-which had crept into all the departments of.
.ftate. He difeharged the Company’s debt, and the
heavy arrears of the army, retrenched the cxpcnces
of his court, which had fo frequently.impoverifhed
his predeceftbrs, eftablilhcd his own authority over
the country, by lelfcning that of the Zimindars,
increafed the number of his troops, and difciplincd
them in the European manner; and.by a conflant
attention to the operations of commerce, confidcr-
ably improved the refourccs of the revenues.

The Mogul princes, who underftood the true
•intcrefts of the empire, had, for the encourage­

ment 
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nient .of commerce, exempted the Ehgliffi Eaft
India Company from many duties to which thp
natives were fubjefted. They were poflefled of a
pailport, which procured their exemption at all the
cuftom-houies and toll-bars in the country. But^

. the fen ants of the Company, aware of their recent
afcendancy over the government of the province,;
proftituted this privilege, to the obvious detrhpent
of the cuftoms, Collim Ally Cawn regarded-this.
imperious commerce with indignation. He faw
fubjetts-excluded as aliens from their own trade,
and the finances involved in the ruin of the coun­
try. He adopted the magnanimous refolutipn. of
declaring a free trade through all his dominions.
.This wife expedient v<as met with the confidence.
of avowed and determined injuftice. -.The prefi-
dency openly denied him the power of prote&ing
bis fubjefls, by the remiffion of his own-duties. .

He -was therefore reduced to the neceffity of
cither tamely acquiefcing in their decifion, or earn­
ing to an immediate rupture. The firft^was a
meannefs repugnant to his temper and principles^
the fccond a meafure which involved the moft im-.
ininent difficulty and danger. He refolved, how-;
ever, to enter on the .talk prefcribed. to him by
thefe untoward circumfiances, with caution and
firmnefs. To avoid the infpeftion of the factory at
Calcutta, he removed his court from Morlhedabad
to Monghir; two hundred miles higher up the
Canges, lie fortified his fituation with art and
expedition, and enlifted all the Perfians, 1 artars,
Armenians, and other foldiers ol fortune, whofc

* • • - - military
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military abilities and experience might be of fer-
vice to his own. Every vagabondJEuropean, and
all the fepoys who had been difmilfed or deferted,
from the Englilh, he collected and incorporated..
with his troops. He changed the Indian mufquets;
from matchlocks to firelocks, and had the inge­
nuity to provide his army with an excellent train
pf artillery. And that his movements might not be
reported or rendered abortive, through treachery
or diffenlion, he purged his court of ftrangers, and
fecretly cut off or threw into prifon every confider-
able perlon in bis dominions, who had ihewn any.
attachment to the Englifh. , r ■

Thefc preparations fufficiently indicated his in­
tentions. The knowledge of them threw the pre-

’ fidency at Calcutta into a flame. The ftate of his
army and finances had lulled them into fecurity;
but they wifely dreaded the intelligence, the enterr
.prife, and the fortitude of his character. Inured
to the bardlhips of the field, he united the gal­
lantry' of the foldier. with the fagacity of the ftateff

■ man; and his mind, both from experience and in-.
. formation,' was fertile in all the refources of the-

country, and all the expedients of military adven­
ture. *

It was by his obfervations on thccharafler and
forefight of this politic fubah, that Mr. Mailings,
who relidcd.for fome time at his court, laid the
foundation of that celebrity which has fince difiin-
guilhcd him in India and England. His opinion
that Coflim Ally Cawn was driven to extremity by
the temerity of the Company’s fervants, efpecially
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1 in the fubordinatcziaElories, has been confirmed by
every authentic document tr'anfmitted from the
fpeneof aElioh.- Vanfittart, prefident of the coun­
cil, uniformly avowed the fame convidion, and
manfully oppofed every outrage which, in the
whole of that fatal policy, fo inevitably tended to
plunge the Company and the country into a frefh
feries of bloody and expenfive hoftilities. Nor

. did he' remit his endeavours to accommodate the
difference thus unhappily fubfifting, till the breach,
by the obftinacyof the one party, and the cruelty
of the other, became, abfolutcly irreparable.

His pacific intentions, however, were unfortu­
nately controuled by a majority in the council,
who fomented the enmities, indulged and avowed’

. by the chief of the factory at Patna, .againfl the
nabob. Mr. Ellis, who aEted in that capacity, had,

• in many recent inftances, treated the country go­
vernment with contumely and defiance. . The let­
ters of Cofilin to the prefidcncy are full of invec­
tives againfl the infolence and affeEtation of autho­
rity which diflinguifhed his conduEt. And Mr.
Ellis, in his correipondence with the board, has
treated the fubah with a virulence and contempt
which could originate only in the moft inveterate
prejudice. ’ - .. .
’ < Mr. Ellis was, unhappily, fupported in all his
violence by the government in Calcutta. He com­
manded a force for the protection of the factory,
nearly three thoufand flrong. ' With this army he
furprized Patna, a large city of confiderable trade,
fituated on the Ganges, about three hundred miles

above
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above Fort Wiliam. The affault was carried al-
moft without refiftahce. But the captors were too
eager after plunder, to render their fuccefs of any
folid advantage to themfclves or the Company.
The Indian governor returned to Patna,, within
four hours after he had. left it, re-took the place
with as much eafe as it had been loft, and the Eng-
lifti troops were every where either cut to pieces, ;

. made prifoners, or driven to take refuge in the
fort. ' '- - - • ---*  ‘ <■

' This event happened the very night in which
Amyatt was difmifled from the nabob, at whofe
court he had been refident for fome time, and
where he had endeavoured, .without elfett, to bring'
Coftim to an acquiefcence with the meafures of the
council. The conduct of this man, from a variety
of circumftances, bore at beft a fufpicious appear­
ance; and in his way to Calcutta, [June 24, 1763J
with feveral other gentlemen- of his party, . he was . '

. . treacheroufly aCTaflinatcd by fome of the nabob’s
people, as they paffed the city of Morfhedabad. -

The council of Fort William immediately con-
fidered themfelves as impelled to unanimity, in
their own defence. The murder of their ambaf-
fador inftigated revenge? Firft aggreftbrs, as they
were in their attack on Patna, - where fiioals of the
innocent and induftrious inhabitants fell a facrificc
to the ferocious rapacity of our troops,- they.allow
nothing for the refentment of the natives, on ac­
count of that atrocious aflion, but deemed every
fublcquent barbarity juftilied by the death of

• Amyatt,This is made the oftenfiblc rcafon of de­
claring , 
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daring war againft'a people of whom multitudes
were maffaeved before that event was known, of
could take place. Such an outrage,to humanity
'and reafon is the arrogance of little minds in the

- exercife of defpotifm. -
Major Adams was therefore ordered to take the

•field, at the head of the Company’s forces, and to
direct his march to the capital of Bengal. Twice
did the enemy difpute his approach to Morfheda-<
bad, with a fiercenefs and refolution fuperior to
every exertion before obferved in an Indian army.'
£Auguft zdj. / -

This important capture might difeourage, but
did not difperfe the enemy, Cofiim did not flake
his all on a fingle battle, but defended his domi­
nions pafs by pafs. Nor did he hazard his owir
perfoirin any engagement, where his officers might
have made a merit of their treachery in betraying
him. Thefe errors, which had ruined fo many of
the Indian princes, he carefully ■ avoided. His- ■
army, however, was ftill unequal to meet that -of

•the Company, difciplined after the beff manner,
flufhed with victory, and animated in this rich and
populous country with" the conflarlt profpeft of im-

- -menfe booty.
Soon after the two armies met on the plains of

Garccah, in which' the Indians appeared divided
in regular brigades, with a train of fine artillery,-
well ferved ; the fame arms, the fame accoutre­
ments, and the fame clothing as the Englifh. Nor
did they commence the cannonade till our troops
began , the attack. They maintained their ground
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’’in an obftinate difpute of four hours conftant fir­
ing. In that time they broke a part of the Englifh

■army, and captured two-pieces of cannon. But
though twenty thoufand horfe, and eight , thoufand.

■foot ftrong, they were obliged at laft to quit and'
" abandon all their cannon to the Company’s forces, ’
who did not amount to more than three thoufand.

- The victorious Englifh thus left matters of the
field, purfucd the enemy to the gates of Monghir.
This place was ftrongly fortified. It was the na­
bob’s refidence, and the center of all his military

' arrangements. It did not, however, much pro-
'traCl the progrefs of the conquerors, but furren-
■dered after only nine days open trenches.

Coflim placed his laft hope on Patna, -which he ;
■ had omitted no care or expence to ftrengthen and
-fecure. He-enforced the garrifon with ten thou-
•-fand men, ' and barraffed'the extremities of the
-befiegers with large bodies of cavalry, which every
where hovered round them.

•It was about this time that the cruelties of Cof-
• firn’s nature, impelled by the circumftances to which

•’he was reduced, were chiefly difeovered,-by-his
maffacre of the Englifh prifoners in his cuftody-
This'barbarous fervice could only be pet formed
by one Somers, a .German of mean exft Faction

'. and flagitious principles. The Indian foldiers re-
‘Volted at the fliocking command, and with a hcro-
ifm that does them honour, defired that arms might
be given to the haplefs men they were ordered to
murder. They were, however, compelled to the

- odious fervice. The prifoners made a brave de-
’ ' ’ - • fence, 
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fence, with no other weapons than their plates and
their bottles, but were at laft all flaugbtered.

This favage manoeuvre was of no advantage to
Coffim. The beficgers redoubled their exertions.
Patna, notwithstanding its fortifications and the re­
peated fkirmifhes which the enemy had with our
troops, did not refift the attack above eight days.
This reduced the nabob to abandon the province,
[November 6th]. He had loft all his polls, and
molt of his troops. Sujah Dowlah, fubah of a

, neighbouring province, received him with open
. arms, but would not permit his troops to enter his
dominions. He wifhed to. provide the unfortunate
prince with an afylum, but was unwilling to bring

- the Englifh into.his country. ’ -
Thus ended a campaign conduced throughout

with ability and expedition. Major Adams com-
pleated, in lefs than four months, the entire con-
queft of Bengal. He fought in that time four ca­
pital at-lions, forced the ftrongeft entrenchments,.
took two confiderable forts and near five hundred
pieces of cannon, and totally defeated one of the
moll refpeElable and refolutc enemies we ever had
in India. . . " • - .

The remains of the Indian army, though prd-
hibited to follow their leader, were fo far from be­
ing idle, that in a fiiort time Cofilin prefented his
new ally with the heads of feme Englifhmen whom

' his troops had cut off-and preferved, as a dreadful
proof of their aElivity and zeal in the fcrvice..
The great Mogul was now' with Sujah Dowlah.
This barbarous trophy probably tempted them to

cfpoufc
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tfpoufe the caufe of Coffim. The council at Call
icutta were, however, foon informed that thefe

' powers were refolved to reinllate him in the govern­
ment of Bengal.

The prefident and council immediately wrote to
Sujah Dowlah on the fubjed. ’ They could not
credit a report fo derogatory to his honour, that
while he profefled alliance he was capable of ading
with hoftility, But they were felicitous to acquaint

. him, that in cafe he fliould take their enemies into
his friendfliip, they were determined to proted
Bengal from moleftation of every kind, and that
rather than involve their provinces in any frefh ca- •
lamities, they would carry the war into his own
country. .

The Company’s fervants were foon fatisfied that
what they had heard was but too well founded.
The confederacy they dreaded had adually taken
place. The Mogul and Sujah Dowlah were in the
field, at the head of an immenfe body of troops.
Major Adams had refigned the command, and was
fince dead. Major Carnac was appointed to fuc-
cecd -him. The council, therefore, in their dif-
patches to him, urge, with great earneftnefs, that
the war fliould, from that moment, be carried on
offenlively. The enemy left not the alternative to
the Englifh,-but prefented themfelves in order of
battle where the Major was encamped near Patna. t
This battle was ably fought. Carnac’s little army ,
was furioufly attacked in front and rear, but proved
invincible to all the fwarms of frefli troops that
Were fucceflivcly brought againll them. The enemy

E was 
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was-completely routed. Our troops were, how­
ever, ’too much fat gued> tp‘ purfue. Their 1’ofs
was confiderable■; but from a long, clofe, rapid,
and well aimed fire, that of the confederates muft
have been immenfe.

An expedition was immediately carried into Su-
jah Dowlah’s own country, in order to-remove the
ravages of war from the .Ganges to the Soane. Let­
ters were at the fame time received from the king
and Sujah Dowlah*  with affurances that Cofiim
fhould be arretted and puniflied. They were an-
fwered, that nothing would reconcile the Englifh’,
but the actual delivery of Collim, Somers, and the
deferters. ' -

The moment hoftilities commenced in' Gazy-
pour, Sujah Dowlah haftened with his army to
repel the invafiom The molt decifive aflion
in the war was foon after fought at Buxar, on
the banks of thp Caramnaffa. Major HeHor
Monro - commanded the Englifh army,- which
he had found in fo mutinous a condition,- that
he deemed it expedient to punifli the ring­
leaders as an example, Twenty-four- were fen-?
fenced ‘to be blown away from the mouth of can*
non. Four p.f thefc brave but unfortunate men>
who were grenadiers, infilled, as they had always
the poll of honour, they might alfp have it now,
and fuller firfl. There have been few commanders
pf reputation at lead, with whom fuph a fentiment
■\vould not have faved them. But the Major was
fathfied with literally indulging their requeft.
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•He found the enemy ftrongly polled [October

22, 1764]. Before them Jay a mafs fo judicioufly
lined with cannon, that it was: impofllble to ap.-
proach them without being galled. The Major,
however, encamped' fo. judicioufly, and with fo
much precaution, that the allies began the attack-.
The 0300003416 commenced at nine o’clock in the
morning, and in- half an hour the aflion became
general. Before twelve, the Indians were put to
flight. •_ They left fixthoufand men on the fpot, a .
hundred and thirty ■ pieces of cannon, a propor­
tionable quantity of military {lores, and, all their.
tents ready pitched.
• The- day after the battle, the Mogul, who had
been a ftate prifoner in the enemy’s camp, wrote a
congratulatory epiflle to the Englifli commander,
complimenting him on the victory. He had left
Sujah Dowlah the night preceding the .engagement,
and now very earneltly requeued to be taken under
the protection of the Englifli. The council of
Calcutta confcnted, and his majefly foon joined our
army.

The Englifli.had no fooner arrived at Benares,
than the minifter of Sujah Dowlah prefented him-
felf before the commander, with overtures of peace.
Monro would liflen to none’ which did not put
Coflim and Somers in his power. This was the
fingle condition, without which he would not treat.
Several expedients were fuggefted, but he rejected
them all as di (honourable. Pecuniary oflets to an
enormous amount, it is faid, were alfo made,
though with no better fucccfs. Few fuch inflames
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■of difintcreftcdnefs flied a luflre on the military
profeffion in that part of the world. What a pity
thefe were hot more frequent, .and that fuch as do
happen are not better authenticated.

Thus critically were the Engliffi fituated, when
the general being recalled’, the command of the
^rmy devolved on Sir Robert Fletcher, a major in
the Company’s troops. Emulous' to diflinguifh
himfelf, before the officer named by the governor
and council ffiould arrive to preclude him, he ven­
tured to break up his camp, under the walls- of
Benares, at midnight [January 14, 1765],' and
jwent in quefl of the enemy, who drew up twice to
receive him, and as often retreated in good order.
But on his preparing for a third attack, they fled
with precipitation. . ... • . <

On his afluming the command, the army were
in a very confined fituation, furrounded on all fidcs
fry the enemy, ftraitened for forage and provifions
of all forts, it was in di reft oppofition to the opir
nion of moft of the officers ferving under him, that
he then put the army in motion. The meafurp
was, however, juttified by its effects.. He drove
Sujah ul Dowlah from all his pofls, topk all his
fortrefles, with fcveral hundred pieces of cannon,
and conquered the whole of his cffinunions in thp
fpace of a month.

During thefe tranfaftions, Meer Jaffier died, on
the fourteenth of January, feventeen hundrpd and
fixty-five, at Murfliedahad. Though a traitor to
Surajah Dowlah, it was a crime to which he had
been impelled by the great law of fplf prpfervatioij.
• J rT' Ln
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The temptation was at once too fplendid and pref-
fing for one of his parts,- his principles, or his fitu-
ation. He endeavoured to atone for his perfidy to
the nabob, by his fidelity to the Company. The
murders with which he.was charged, to facilitate his
ruin, were afterwards found to be the mere fabri-

‘cations of malignity.. He feems to have been weak
in council, and irrefolute in action; but his.pre­
ferences, whether well or ill felefiled, were perma­
nent and inflexible. He fent for his fecond fon,-
the eldeft having, been dead fome years,- and while
the agonies of death were yet upon him, put into
his hand a paper of advica. He very naturally
recommended the Rajah Nundcomar,--his favou­
rite, to continue prime minifter, that- his fucceflbr
might enjoy the benefit of his experience. All the'
refident Englilh were fent for, with all the great
officers of Rate. In their prefence he defired that
orders might be given that all people throughout
the fubahfliip, fliould tender the.fame loyalty to his
fon, Najim ul Dowlah, as they had done to him..

The fervants of the Company paid as little de­
ference to the will of the deceafed- as- they had

• done to his- orders while living. The fucceffor he
nominated was adopted only from a certainty that
they- Could not have made a better, as it would
have been dangerous to rifk another choice. In­
deed the aCceffion of Najim ul Dowlah to the nnif-
nud, feems to have been chiefly improved for the
purpofe of intrigue and extortion.

Early in the beginning of the Fame year Lord
Clive arrived in India, in confequcnce of being

]£ 2 reqi.ieih.-d
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■requeued by the proprietors,, on ’account of the
-abufes prevailing in their new acquifitions, to take- "
Upon him the Ration of prefident, and command of
the Company's military force in Bengal-. Tn order
the more effectually to- an Twer the purpofe of this
extraordinary delegation, a feleCi committe of five
gentlemen was alfo appointed. By this inftitution,

1 whatever reformation appeared neceffary was to
be adopted’; and the board of council only -occa-

.fionally confulted. And it was mot -long till his
lordfltip ’difeovered a ftrong inclination to extend

'the. Company’s authority over the -whole Mogul"
^empire, and to retain that immenfe acquifition by

. ' ■ an. invincibleforce.
’. Sujah Dowlah was ftill in the field. Abandoned-
by the Mogul, and without1 confidence in his army,
Which had fled fo frequently before the Englifh,

- -'divefted of the dignity and authority of vizier, and-
wafted by frequent and bloody defeats, he was not,.

• however, -without refources, in his own aClivityand
refolutibn. He gathered his feattered forces with

’ -great affiduity, and procured a formidable rein-
■ forcement from the Marratto Rates. 'With this.
army he determined-once more'to face hbe-Com­
pany’s-forces.

General Carnac, who bad fucceedecT Colonel
• Monro in the command, aflembled his troops,-arid
• marched immediately to the attack. Theengage-
■ ment happened at Calpy [May 20; -1765]. The
enemy were routed with a-great (laughter, and
obliged, with precipitation, to rc-crofs tljc Jumna,
and take refuge in their, own.country.
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Sujah Dowlah, driven to the Jail extremity, eni- -
•braced the bold refolutiou of '.throwing himfeif;
without hefitation, on the mercy of the Engli.fi].
Having, with a fidelity unufual in that country;
permitted Coflim and Somers to efeape, he furren-
:dcrcd himfeif, in three days after this decifiye aflion,
-to General Carnac, without any other Ilipulation
in his -favour than to wait -the .determination of
jLord Clive and :the feJeEl committee.

Thus were two of the moft powerful princes of
•Indoftan reduced to the melancholy necelfity,. the
■one of wandering ;as a fugitive, deprived-by his
.own cruelty .of .every prdfpccl.pf mercy from the
^conquerors; the .other, .after-the lof$ of Jus coun­
try, of .making the moft abjeSl fubmilfion to thofe
who had ufurped his rights; furrendering himfeif a
prifoner.at diferetion, and feeling the mortification

•_of owing his -life to .the authors of .all fiis misfor­
tunes.
: The camp o.( Alexander tire Great was not more1
.fplendidy while the family of Darius were his cap- ■
.lives,’ -than that of-Carnac on this.occafion. The
firft and fccond perfonages of the greateft empire irt

-the world .were both jn his .cuftody, and at the
-difpofal of ,his mailers, .the fervants of a company
.of Jsritilh merchants;
. It .had been formerly refolvcd to'put the Mogul
•in poffefiion of Sujah Dowlah’s dominions. But
Clive, who went to the Englilh camp at Allaha­
bad, to fettle that important treaty, was fatisfied oi
its impropriety. Befides driving Sujah Dovlah to
defpair, and combining the powers of the empire

. tr

Engli.fi
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in bis defence, the Mogul did noj appear fuffi-
ciently qualified for that critical and hazardous fitu<-
ation. Sujah Dowlah was beloved by his people.
His character was every where' refolute, enter-
prifing and popular.. While his friendfliip for the
Englifh continued, he would prove an infuperable
barrier, and effeflually protefl the Company’s ter­
ritories againft all depredations from that quarter.
It was on this policy that he was reftored to all his
hereditary dominioi'is [Auguft 3, 1765]. The
furrender of Collim and Somers was no longer in
his power. The one had found an afylum among
the Rohillas, and the other among the Jauts.
He offered, however, to pay fifty lacks of rupees, to
indemnify the Company for the expences incurred
by the war. . . : .

The negociation with the king was alfo con­
cluded in a few days. His majefty granted the
Company the dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and

’Oriffa, the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore;
and Chittigong, and the twenty-four Pergunnahs of
Calcutta, ceded to them by three fucceflive nabobs,

’ the five Northern Circars of Cicacole, and new con­
firmations of all their former privileges. For thefc
immenfe favours the Company engaged to pay the
king, from the revenues of Bengal, three hundred
and twenty-five thoufand pounds annually, and the
nabob Najim- ul Dowlah, in lieu of the aggregate
produce of his government, afiigned to them by
his imperial majefty, the fum of fix hundred
twenty-three thoufand two hundred and twenty-fix
pounds.

Lord
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’ Lord Clive enumerates the advantages of thefc
tranfaftions, in his difpatches to the Directors [Sept.
30, 1765], in the following terms :—tf Your reve-
“ nues, by means of this new acquifition, will, as
“ near as I can judge, not fall far fhort/for the
“ enfuing year, of two hundred and fifty lacks.
“ Hereafter, they will, at leaf!, amount to twenty
“ or thirty lacks more. The nabob’s allowances arc
“ reduced to forty-two lacks, and the tribute to die
“ king is fixed at twenty-fix, and your civil and
" military expences, in time of peace, can never
" exceed fixty lacks. So that there will be rc-
“ maining a clear gain to the Company of a hun-
“ dred and twenty-two lacks, or one million fix
“ hundred and fifty thoufand nine hundred pounds .
“ fterling a-year." .

Th.e bufinefs of this committee, at the head of
which his lordfhip prefided, confifted chiefly of
accomplifliing the treaties now mentioned. The
Directors heartily approve of the bargain which.
Clive has made for them, and only wiflito render
thefe acquifitions as permanent as human wifdom
can make-them. •

The luxury, however, which had taken pofleflion
of all the Company’s fervants was alfo an objeft of
confideration, and the committee ftatc it as bear­
ing a threatening afpeci to the profperity of the
Company’s affairs. The Dire&ors frankly admit
the truth of this obfervation, and acknowledge, that
they- owe it entirely to the committee, that the
Company are at laft confidcrcd as principals in the
advantages as well as dangers.

. The.
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■ The committee having affigncd the revenues t6
ihe Company, were afraid that their fervants, un-
lefs provided .with fome other mode of enriching

• _■ tl.emlhiv.es, might do it- at the .e-xpcnce of ibeir
• jemployers. f or this r.eafon they cilablifiled ,a fo­

ci cty of trade, .with an exclufive right to fupply the’
•natives with fait, beetle-nut,- and tobacco. On
lhefe .articles they laid a duty, calculated to pro­
duce a hundred thousand pounds a-year to :tbe re-,

■ • ; . -venue. The profits .of this :trade they divided
r , among the .’members of the ..foeiety, confiding of

. -the Company:s civil and military, fervants.
This regulation did not prove" quite fo acceptable

lo the Board of Direftors. Not that ;tliey wiflied
ito fee abobHied thofe ancient duties which confti-
luted part of the public refouiccs. The adjuft-

. ■ ’ 'ament of thefe was referred to th? difcrction of the
-.committee. But they deprecated the confequences
rarifing from innovations in the inland traffic.. Not
wereihey difpofed .to admit the continuance of them

ion any .condition whatever. And they .cautioned
.'lire, committee again# permitting the natives Io be
oppreffed by any fuch feverc exatlions.

> :■ This is a fummary. but fubftantial.account of the
;coi reipondcnce which took place between the

, -Court of Directors and the felefjl committee. Thus
the Company’s fen ants in India faw their jnafters

• . in Europe receive, the news of their fuccefsful" re­
bellion againft the government of the empire, with
'.approbation, thankfully accept of a gift of thc.reve-
,-nues, .and make" no fcruple.to a continuance of the
duties on fait and other articles. They had, there-

i. ... ’ - . . fore.

tl.emlhiv.es
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./ore, this double; motive to pcrfift in their extor­
tion, the example of their fuperiors, .and the cuf-
tom of the country.

On Lord Clive’s return to England f July, 1767],
the condu& of the committee, in-which he -pre-
fidcd, was feverely arraigned, -efpecially by the
friends of the .gcntlcmen who-compoftd the,-council
in Bengal. The recrimination -which.enfued was

.mutual, tedious, and uninterefting. -One party.
aflerted, that when Lord Clive originally appeared?
.in Calcutta, the Company were merely-an .aflbei-
..ation-of merchants.firuggling for e-xiftence. -One
of their factories 'was in ruins, their agents were
afiafiinated, and an army-of-fifty thoufand men,'to
which they had nothing to oppofe, threatened -.the
immediate.definition of their principal, fettlement.
His lordfiiip left India about ten years afterwards,.
iand in*that  time his mafters in Leadenhalhfirect^
■ehiefly;by his meafures and exertions, had become-
powerful .princes, .poffefied of vaft revenues, and
-ruling over fifteen millions of people.

. On-the other hand, it ought .to be recollected,.
•that the war of .India, in which his viftories-were
then-confpieuous, was a. fcenc where many other
■diftingiiifhed charafters appeared, and .-afted their
:parts. The formidable combinationwhichefpoufcd-
the-intereftsof Coffim Ally Cawn, were utterlydif-
Terfcd, their-territories conquered, and their.chicfs
reduced’ to a dependence, on the ’Englifli army,

■ without his lordlhip’s afiifiahce. The felcft com­
mittee only ratified the treaties which refiilted from.-

• thefe campaigns^, though his lordfiiip, .with a cha-
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rafteriflic modefly, arrogated the merit of the"
whole to his own endeavours.

Not to mention how he availed himfclf of his
official fituation, while in India, in favour of his
pecuniary tranfaftions in England, Sir • Robert
Fletcher, in a letter which appeared in one of the
daily papers [Oftober 26, 177 3 j, roundly affects,
0 That the noble lord’s civil regulations confifled
w chiefly of fuch as were belt calculated fpeedily to
** enrich hinifelf and every creature round'him. A
“ monopoly in fait, beerle-nut, and tobacco, and a
** gold currency, feventeen or twenty per cent, were
“ eftablifhed, and enforced by fevere penalties, ri-
“ goroufly carried into execution, to the definition
“ of the trade and the ruin of the conflitution.”

The fource of this keen altercation arofe from
the charges of peculation which his lordfhip brought
agafnft feveral eminent members of the council.
His jaghire being litigated by the Court of Direc­
tors, covenants were framed at home, prohibiting
the reception of prefents from the natives of India,
except on the Company’s account. All their fer-
vants in their various (ettlements, were forthwith
required to acquicfce in this reflriftion, by figning
thefe covenants. .Several gentlemen of the coun­
cil in Fort William, who had been chiefly con­
cerned in the two late revolutions, and particularly
in railing the pretent nabob to the nizamut, re­
ceived coitfiderable fums on lhat occafion. Lord
Clive, who had fet the example, in his tranfaftions
with Meer Jaffier, and whole co.1-duft. determined
the Company to check the praftice,^ycL criminates
• • : it
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it in them, with all the harflinefs and acrimony of
* an immaculate reformer. * They, deny not that the

nabob had diftributed money on his acceffion.
They juftify their receiving it from precedent and
cuftom. They complain of the covenants as im-
pofing a hardffiip, from which their predeceflbrs
had all been exempted. They are aware, at the
fame time, that the remedy is inadequate to tho
difeafc, .as the greateft prefents might be broken*  .
down into fuch a number of parts, as totally to '
elude the prohibition. They ftate, that thefe pe-

. cuniary gifts were obtained before the covenants
were executed on their part. They impute his
lordlhip’s zeal- in profecuting this officious inquir
fition, to other motives than either their guilt or
his fidelity; They give a colouring to the whole
proceedings of that famous committee, which leaves
gn obloquy on the character of all its members.

Indeed, to all the rhodomantade with which the
poble lord, and his creatures, trumpeted forth the
pfficacy of his meafures, and the profound fagacity.
with which he explored the evils- that exifted, and
the moft probable-means of reftoring tranquillity
and order, it was replied by various queries, to
which, in thefe heroic times, no folution was
.deigned. The public, however, hefitated, whe­
ther the merit of compofmg the difturbances in
Bengal belonged to Lord Clive, and his feleft-
committee, or to the gentlemen who expelled
Coffim Ally Cawn, and conquered Sujah Dowlah ?
Or, whether the praifes of making peace with Su­
jah Dowlah were due to thofc who conquered his

dominion^ 
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dominions, and made himfelf a prifoner; or to the
perlon by whom thofe dominions, which are nearly
as large as England, were rcftorcd for fix hundred
thoufand pounds, at the fame time yielding up Gau-
zypour and Benares, which brought into the Com4
pany’s treafury twro hundred and thirty thoufand
pounds a-year ? Or, whether cenfure might not
rather be incurred for faifing civil and- military
mutinies, by the aflumption of illegal power, than
thanks for quelling them? Or, whether it could
be fuppofed that an army which defeated Cofilin
Ally Cawn, and Sujah Dowlah, was entirely de­
void of difcipline and fubordinatton ? Or, whether
the boafted re-eftablifhment of order and obedi­
ence might not, after all, be deemed a ufelefs pa­
rade of general's and colonels.? Or, what real
honour can be claimed for obtaining the dewannee
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orilfa, under a violation of
the moft facred engagements, merely by the figna­
ture of a prince who muft equally have figned his
own death-warrant,, if it had been prefented to
him?

What are w’e left to conclude from thefe im­
placable difienfions, but that great and flagrant
enormities fubfilled at that time among the Com­
pany’s fervants; that we owe the difeovery of
many important and interefting details of frauds
and abufe of truft, to the petulance and animolity
occafioned by the diftribution of the plunder; that
the Direction never ached from founder policy
than in thus empowering one of the firft and moft
pnterpriling in this iniquitous’combination or con-

• • .. fpiracVj .
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{piracy, to deteft the profligacy of the whole, and
give evidence againft theni; that moft oftbe Com­
pany’s difficulties have originated in rendering the
political fubfervient to the mercantile fyftem; that
their fervants being without-intereft in the e Hefts
of their own meafures, renders them obnoxious to
irrefiftible temptation ; that moft of the enormous
delinquencies for which they have been, blamed,
are the natural, perhaps unavoidable confequences
of their Ctuation; and that many of thofe who have
been moft. violent and boifterous in their crimi-

• nations*  would probably, thqs circumftanced, no|
have afled a better part. . • - ' '

CHAP-
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' CHAPTER III/'

The Company’s affairs anobjecl off public enquiry-^
Their bargain with Government—Debabes on their

Jituation in Parliament—Their Dividend reffrained
—Conffequences—A Reff.eEii.on—Amount off their
Jjcuis anc[ Revenues at this period.

Tx. ’ ■ ,

H E vail extent of territory, and the prodigi­
ous mafs of wealth acquired by the Company’s
arms, on the banks of the Ganges, became a fourcc
of contention, as well at home as abroad. The
proprietors, who faw their fervants accumulating
princely fortunes, in the exercife of powers dele­
gated from them, eagerly panted for a participa­
tion in the diflribution of the prize. They could
not reconcile their low dividend with the accounts

TncefTantly tranfmitted from India, of immenfe re­
venues, and a flourifhing trade.

, ' The Court of Directors were- of a different opi­
nion. Two violent faflions were confequently and
immediately formed. One of thefe was for increa-
fing the dividend’, the other infilled on keeping it
at fix per cent. The proprietors confidered only
the fuccefs, the directors faw. nothing but the debts
of the Company. The former were determined
to bring the matter to illite by a general vote at the
Jvlidfummer court, but were difappointed by the

. pianccqyres of the latter. . • .
This
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This vigorous altercation between the members
of the dirediori and their conftituents, 'afforded
much public fpeculation and difcufiion. It was
ftrenuoufly argued by one party, that though the
advantages of the 'Company -were numerous and
fplendid, their meafurcs both civil and military,
the multiplicity of their arrangements, and the
contingencies incident to their various eftablifh-
ments, occafioned the moft enorinous expenditure;
that their profits were comparatively remote and
precarious, while their debts were urgent and in­
evitable, and that in the firft inftance, at leaft, their -
furplus, whatever it might be, fhould be facredly
appropriated to liquidate and difeharge. their in­
cumbrances.

The other party were far from being fatisfied by
this reafoning. No trading company, they alledg­
ed, could ever hope to be without debt, which
mull always be fuppofed to increafe. in a certain
proportion to the magnitude of the capital, and
the extent of the fyftem in which it was employed.
The creditors of the Company \vho were molt in-
terefted had nd -objeflions to its fecurity. This
fad was evinced by the prefent Hate of exchange.
The Company's bonds bore a premium, and fold
for more than their value. Thofe who had rifked
their property during the war, while the whole was
at ftake, might be obliged to fell out, and new
purchafers would reap all that benefit to which
the former were fo juftly entitled, In this man­
ner the poffeffors of India flock were excluded
iftom enjoying the emoluments arifing from its na-
. F turalj 
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tural and neceffary produce, as operating in their
peculiar fyflem of commerce.

Thefe interefting topics were liberally and fre­
quently agitated, not only in private or felcCl com­
panies, and among friends, but in all the periodi­
cal mifcellanies of the times, and in multitudes of
pther temporary .publications. The difpute was of
peculiar importance, more efpeciajly to. the mer­
cantile part of the community. The anxieties,
the induftry, and the heat of both parties, increa-
fed as the next quarterly meeting approached. It
was at the fame time whifpered by great confi­
dence, that government intended to interfere.—
And a few days before the Michaelmas General
Court of 1766, the minifler actually fent a meffage
to the Directors. It was then read from the chair
to the proprietors at large. The meffage was front
the firft lord of the treafury, in thefe words
** As the affairs of the Eaft-India Company had

been mentioned in Parliament laft feflion, it
was very probable they might be taken into

' f*  conlideration again; therefore, from the regard
■ " he had for the welfare of the Company, and that
« they might have time to prepare their papers for
<£ that occafion, he informed them, that the par-
« liament would meet fome time in November.”

Letters were at the fame time read, from Lord
Clive, and the fee ret committee at Bengal, which
greatly exceeded all former accounts of the Com­
pany’s opulence, -the profperity of its trade, and

• the permanent bafis on which its intcrells were efta-
blifhed. The Dirc&ors, notyithftanding, oppO'

’ ' ’ ' fed
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fed an increafe in the dividend. It was urged
with accumulated force by the proprietors. A bal­
lot was demanded, and a divifion for a day or two
evaded. But another general court being called,
the queftion was put, and the dividend to take
place from the enfuing Chriftmas increafed, by a
prodigious majority, from fix to ten per cent.

On the meeting of Parliament £Nov. 25, 1766]
the menaces of the minifter were realized. The af­
fairs of the Company were fubjeded to the cogni­
zance of a committee appointed by the Houfe. It
was ordered in a few days, and after a very inte-
refting debate, that copies of the Company’s char­
ters, their grants from the native princes, their
treaties, their letters and correfpondcnce to and
from their fervantsin India, the ftate of their re­
venues in Bengal, Bahar and Orilfa, and other
places, Ihould all be laid .on the table, withan ac­
count of all expenccs incurred by government on
the Company’s account, whether in the naval, mi­
litary, or whatever other departments. This or­
der was followed with another, that thefc papers be
printed for the ufe of the members. * ••

The Court of Direftors immediately prefented a
petition to parliament, in oppofition to a meafure
which they fhewed would be attended with irre­
parable mifehief to the Company. A motion was
confequently made to difeharge the former order.
A debate enfued, but it was at lad agreed, that the
private correfpondcnce fliould not be printed. '

* Debrct’s Parliamentary Rcgiftcr for 1766.
•• •. F 2 - Cn
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, On this occafion, the interefting point of terri­
torial right, in confeqiience of the Company’s char­
ter, was warmly and ably debated. The argu­
ments on both fides appeared feparately fo unan-
fwerable, and the queftipn involved fo many points
pf the greateft conftitutional importance, that the
Houfe feemed averfe to a decifion. The general
opinion was againft a trial of fuch a right, in fuch
a place; and that an amicable agreement with the
Company was the more eligible meafuye.

Adminiftration was at this time in too much dif-
traftion to invcftigate or fettle a fubjefl of fuch
magnitude. By their declining to'take any part in
the negotiation out of Parliament, a petition, con­
taining two propofals, was prefented [May 20J.

It was propofed th^t government ihould grant
the Company fpme advantages from the inland
duties on teas; a drawback on the export of them
to Ireland and the colonics; and others op pawfilk,
palicoes, muflins, -thp recruiting fervice, and mili­
tary {lores. After deducing 400,000!. a year ip
]ieu of their former profits, the Company were to.
divide equally with government all thp net produce
pf the remaining Revenues and trade, provided
charges were not included, and the Cpmpany’s
property, in thp new acquifitions, continued for three
years. Or it was propofed, that the Company, op
the fame terms, fhould pontinue the fpccific fuin
of 400,000 !. a year, for three years, by half-yearly
payments, and indemnify the public-for any
lofs the revenue might fulfcr, by granting the adi
vantages required in the tep-trade, if the ponfump*

tion
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•iidn of itj taken on an average of five years, did'
hot anfWer that end.

Thefe laft propofals were accepted by the Houfe
with only this difference, that the agreement was
limited to two, inftead of three yearih A bill was
therefore brought in [June 12, .1767], and
adopted by the legiflatute, for carrying the mea- -
fure into immediate effeft*;-

Another, meffage from the minifter had' been
read at the general court, reftrifling the increafe
bfthe dividend, and recommending to the Com­
pany to admit ho farther augmentation till their i
affairs were more fully inVeftigated. This meafure . I
•not producing the intended alteration, two bills were
framed and brought forward^ one for tegulating - ' ’ |
.the qualifications for voters in trading companies,
.and one for further regulating the dividends of the
Eaft-India Company. • , .

- • The laft of thefe actually refeinded the aft of the
Company^ and tied them down from raifing their
dividends above ten per cent, till next meeting of
Parliament. This met with great oppofition. All
the former arguments were renewed and urged
with peculiar ardour and.obftinacy. The Com­
pany petitioned againft it without effefl; and even
offered, though to no better purpofe, that, to de­
feat a bill thus hoftile to (heir privileges, they
would voluntarily bind themfclves from any addi­
tional increafe of their dividend during thp whole
term of their agreement.

* Dcbrct's Parliamentary Rcgiller for 1767.
F 3 The
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' The abettors of the bill reftcd its defence for thd.
moll part on their anxiety to prevent a fluctuation
of ftock, and to preferve the credit of the Com­
pany inviolate. The public funds might be affeCK
cd and kept down, and by that means the national
debt would be increafed, rather than diminifhed.
This meafure would at the fame time defeat that-
fpirit of fpeculation and gambling which might
otherwife be expefted. It would alfo guard the
revenue of the.Company’s territorial acquifitions
againft encroachments fo effectually, that the claim
of the public might not be injured, till the right
of thefe acquifitions fliould be finally fettled.
. The bill was charged by oppofition with injuftic^
and violence. They denied that any fluctuation
could take place, or that the credit of the Com­
pany could be injured by the proprietors appor­
tioning their dividends to the fituation of their af­
fairs. The propofal made by the Company an-
fwered all the purpofes for which the' bill was in­
tended. It was abfurd, that the owners of the ca­
pital fliould not be able to-divide 80,0001. among
themfelves,. on a trade which afforded government
400,000!. It was altogether without example in
the annals of a free country, that the legiflaturc
fliould interpofe a controul over the dividend of a
trading Company, legally voted, and declared by
thofe to whom the power of doing it was entrufted,
and to whom there was no ground to impute an
abufe of that power. They had lent their money
to the public upon the exprefs condition of ufing
their difcrction in their dividends, provided their
effctls undivided continued equal tQ their debts.-"
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It was a precedent that might be attended with the
moft fatal confcquences to national credit, as it
tended to leflen that fecurity and independence of
the power of the Hate, which had induced all Eu-*
rope to depofit their money in the funds.
. No reafoning, however, is of much ufe agaihft
a majority in the Houfe of Commons. Men warp-

‘ed by the prepofleflions of party, are 'on neither'
fide open to conviction. The bill paffed by a great
majority [June 26th]. It met with Hill more op-
pofition in the Houfe of Lords, but was carried,
though a proteft was entered againft it, figned by
nineteen lords. ' .

In the courfe of thefc proceedings, a variety of
fads were produced, which llrongly excited the

. curiofity and attention of the public mind. The
richnefs ’ of the country was exaggerated^ and
deemed inexhauftible.*  The natives were deferr­
ed, notwithftanding, as the moft abjeft wretches
on earth. Oppreflions and enormities of the moft
odious and fhocking nature were imputed to the'
fervants of the Company. The opulence and luxu­
ry which they difplayed on their return to Europe,
•were naturally conftrued into a proof of the grof-
feft. peculation and extortion. The defpotifin ex-
ercifed with fo much feverity in all our fettlen'ients,
and their rcfpeClive dependencies, was not only
abhorent to the feelings of a free people, but con­
sidered as an indelible llain on the Britifli charac­
ter. And though the fplendour and magnitude of
the whole complex fyftem formed an object pecu­

liarly interefting and attractive, efpecially while the
,.v ’ . F 4 ' nation 
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nation was yet in a ftate of intoxication from the
brilliant fuccefs of the late war, the rapacity of in­
dividuals, the expence of a military and civil ar-

. rangement, the debts and dividends of the Com­
pany, the contingencies of commerce, and the in­
trigues of government, gave no very fanguin6
hopes of an immediate- and adequate advantage
io-the community at large.

The moft. unpopular part of the bufinefs was
■what the oppofition, all over the kingdom, branded
as an unconftitutional interference of miniftryi
The clamour of the public kept pace with the grafp

'. of government. The profperity of the Company,,
their patronage and emoluments, excited the envy,-
and tempted the ambition and avarice of preroga-

' tive. The revenues feemed adequate to all the
' purpofes of corruption, and the employments onefc.

. entrufted to the difpofal- of the crown,, would
ftrengthen and extend the influence of its fervants,
J)y an increafe of their dependence.' ’ •

Various meafures were adopted for invading and;
fubverting the rights of the Company. The emif-
faries of miniftry were inftrufted to propagate a'
report that the monopoly fhould be deftroyed, and-
the trade laid open. Several trading towns were.
even inftigated to petition parliament for that pur--
pofe. The fophiftry by which the patience of- the' •
public was reconciled to thefe outrages was,, that-
the Company owed moft of its fuccefs to the exer­
tions of government; that.the dominion of the feat
was preferved by the king’s fhips, and the battles'
on land fought by his- armies. From this it was-

con^
* ■ . 1
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concluded, that the prodigious expence of the
public in extending the property, ought to be com-
penfated by an adequate (hare in the profits of the
Company. But the nation was aware, at the fame'
time, that there were hot more able commanders,
nor braver troops, nor in any refpeft a better ap^
pointed, difciplined, or direfted army in the world,
than thofe who reared the Company's ftandard in
the fields of Indoftan.. ,' • . . - ; : . •

The whole expence incurred by the trdafury, on.
the Company’s account, according to official Hate-?
ment, amounted to about a million and a half.
Their commerce was calculated, on an average, tCf
contribute to the revenue about one million four .
hundred pounds a-year, befides four hundred thou­
sand pounds, in confequence of tfie late bargain;
Thus, while the public was burdened with four
millions and a half by the Company, the Company
difeharged the public of the intereft of about fifty
millions. By this calculation the balance in favour
of the public, and againft the Company, exceeded
the intereft of forty-feyen millions. The Com­
pany, in fa£t, paid at that moment more than at
third of the intereft of the' whole' national debt.

Symptoms of an approaching diminution in the
fource of this extraordinary opulence, were already
appearing. It was only while the-minds of the
people were fired with the marvellous relation of
travellers, while report operated on thefe remote
occurrences, as a telefcope does on objects beyond
the reach of the natural eye, and while individuals,.

■ difguifed by the hidden- and unaccountable poflef-
*. fion 
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fion of exceflive riches, excited univerfal attention*-
and furprife, that even this fund was deemed inex-
hauitible. But when general admiration began to
fubfide and give way to accurate calculation and
a Ample llatement of fads, it became a very fcrious
and intereliing confideration, that notwithstanding
all our recent acquifitions in India, and the vail
influx of wealth which it occafioned in the Britifli

'empire, the burthens under which the nation
groaned received no fenfible alleviation. Adven­
turers whofe neceflities, avarice, ambition, or in-
fignificance, had driven them from their native
country, rofc not only to independence in a fhort
time, but in equipage rivalled, on their return, the
greateft families in the kingdom; at the fame time
that their manners exhibited a ftrangc contrail be­
tween plebeian habits and Afiatic luxury. Four
hundred thoufand pounds, befides the immenfe
Turns accruing from cuftom on the various articles
of Eaft-India trade, was an yearly acceflion to the
treafury, peculiarly feafonable and important.
Thefe advantages were, however, reftriCled to
a few individuals; but the preflure of the taxes
was general,’ and, to many orders of the commu­
nity, almoft infupporta'blc. The public had con-
fequently the mortification to perceive, the moment
they came to their fenfes, that all. their fanguine
expectations of relief from the oppreflions arifing
from the expenditure occafioned by the late war,
from fuch a fplcndid appendage to the Britifli em-
pire, had vaniflied like a South-Sea bubble; and
that it was,' on the whole, an objeCt which would

uld-
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ultimately prove rather pernicious than beneficial,
by the venality of the Company’s fervants on the
one hand, and the rapacity of government on the
other. The booty was immenfe, and more than
adequate to public exigence'; but its palfage lay
between the gulph of Charybdis and the fhore of
.the Cyclops. -

The objeft which the miniftry pretended to have,
and which the Company at this time certainly had
mpft at heart, the liquidation of their accumulating
debt, feemed alfo exceedingly remote, perhaps al­
together impraflicable, without a- radical change
of fyftem. Their debt was then nearly feven mil­
lions tterling. The grofs annual revenue of their
trade, their farms, their cuttoms, and their terri­
tories, amounted .to two millions, eighty-feven
thoufand, feven hundred and forty-feven pounds.
A fum thus enormous, and fufceptible of improve­
ment, might indeed have aftbrded a finking-fund .
fufficient to have fpeedily refeued the Company
from every embarrafiment, but not without put­
ting an immediate end to every fpecies of embez­
zlement in the management of their finances.

CHAP-
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C H A P T E R . iV;

Hyder Aliys lineage and power—He quarrels with the
Company—A comparative Jlatement of the Difpu-

. iants—Battle of Trinomaly—Hyder ravages the Car­
natic—Appears at the gates of Madrafs—Peace con­
cluded—An ejlimate of the war—Supervifors ap­
pointed^—^A new bargain with Government.

Hyder ALLY CAWN was thefon o'f Nadim
Saib, general of ten thoufand horfe in the army o£
the empire. He was employed to head the Myfo-
reans.when they took the field againft the Marrat-
fos. He fought that warlike people, and routed
(hem in a pitched battle. The king of Myfore
gave him the country and fortrefs of Banguelor, as
a reward of his bravery. This enabled him to ap­
pear in tire Myforean army, at the head of his own
troops.

Hyder was then about twenty-one years Old, and
liis father gave him the command-of the forces with
which, as a tributary, he was obliged to follow the
Camp of the fubah, when [in the year 1750]' he
made a defeent on the coaft of Coromandel. It
confifled only of fifty horfemen, and two’hundred
infantry, armed with matchlocks. He Was at the’
battle where Nazirjing was (lain, and then con­
ceived the idea of training his battalion in the Eu­
ropean difcipline.

The



TRANSACTIONS J.N INDIA; 77

The firft occafion on which he merited diftinflion
was in his conteft with Canero, the prime-minifter
and favourite of the Myforcan fovereign. He was
then, by the death of his brother, in pofleflion of
an important fortrefs, a fertile territory, and a body
qf troops, which amounted to fifteen thoufand men,
including three hundred Europeans, and three
thoufand excellent pavalry. ' The king had alfq
appointed him generalifiimo of -all his troops.
, His generofity, his add refs, his high fpirit, and a
love of glory, rendered him obnoxious to the ha-r
tred and jealoufy of Canero. ' This man became
odious, in proportion to the popularity of Hyder,
whom he ardently wiflied to ruin. Inftead, how­
ever, of being able to realize his intentions, the
genius of Hyder furmounted every fnare that was
laid by the dark intrigues pf his implacable adver-
fary, tore him at laft from the bofom of his matter*
and fhut him up in an iron cage, in the middle of
the moft public place of Banguelore, where it is ftill,
feen with the bones of this unhappy man, who,
Jived two years as a fpeflaclp of barbarous triumph,
thus conftantly expofed to the infults of the popu­
lace in the intereft of Hyder.

The courfe of his victories, from this fuccefs,
was rapid and extraordinary. The terror of his
arms rendered his alliance an objeft of attention
and folicitude to moft of the princes in the penin-
fula of India. Like all great men in that country,
he was at once a foldier and a politician, and ac-
cummulated his acquifitions as much by the wif-

dom 
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dora of his treaties, as by the ardour and vigour of
his military exertions. ' ■

His connections in the Carnatic alarmed the
prefidency of Madrafs. They did not think the
Company's fettlements perfectly fccure, while an
armament, thus formidable, . encamped in their
neighbourhood. They wifhed to found his inten­
tions, and for that purpofe apprifed him in the moft

■ rcfpeCtful terms, that they had appointed an em-
balfy to wait upon him, and confer with his High-
nefs on fcvcral particulars between them, which
the intereft of both required to be more explicitly
jinderftood. But, fufpicious of their delign, he
declined the honour they intended him. Aware,
at the fame time, of their intrigues with the fubab,
he artfully detached him from their intereft, and
even prevailed on him to appoint his fon nabob of
Arcot, in opposition to Mahommed Ally,, the
ftcady friend and ally of the Englifli.

, Having accomplifhed this objcEl, he tranfmitted
. a memorial to his refident at Madrafs, to be prefent-

cd by him to the governor. He ftrongly protefted
that his inclinations were pacific. He enumerated
the inftances of refpeft which he had uniformly
fliewn the Company, and complained that his good
oftices were returned in a manner that indicated
no defire in the prefidency to cultivate or preferve
his friendfliip. He attributed it to the intrigues of
Mahommed Ally, that their force had united with
that of the nizam, to difappoint his projects, and
curb his rapacity. He warned the Company againft
continuing their alliance with a man whofe ambi.--.

tiou
*-
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<ion had fo often embroiled the country, or invol­
ving themfelves in the defence of his ufurpations. '
He urged them to withdraw their forces from fuch
flrong holds as were connedcd with the Arcot'pro-
vinces. He even offered to. indemnify them for ,
what arrears might be due to them from their ally,
and in lieu of which they were in pofleflion of fo '
many forts and diftrids.

• In confequence of Hyder’s union with the ne-
zam, the Company was rendered a principal in the
quarrel. The depredations which he imputed to -
them, they fliifted from their own fhoulders to
•thofe of the nizam, under whom they acted as allies,
■and for whofc meafurcs they did not acknowledge
themfelves refponfible. They apprifed Hyder of
the nizam’s perfidy, and referred to his breach of
■treaty with them, as a proof how dangerous it was
to confide in him. They difclaimed all intentions
ofhoftility againft the Myfore country, of which he-- -

•was governor. They avowed themfelves felicitous ,
to proted the Carnaticfrom moleftation, and thought
fuch places on its frontiers as were neceflary to
render it fecure, fhould be continued in their pof-

•feffion. They invited him to a correfpondencc on-
■thefe particulars, that their mutual good under-

• (landing might be folidly eftablifhed. But they
did not fail, at the fame time, to make him fen-
fible that they were adequate to their own defence,

■and equally prepared to fight or negociate.
It was indeed obvious, that Hyder only wifhed

• to wound the Company through their ally, and by
.one mallerly exertion to crulh their growing in-

a • fluence
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fluence, which had now become-an objefl of jea-
ioufy and terror to all the powers in the empire.
Their late conqucft of Bengal, their reduflion of
Sujah ul Dowlah to an abjetl vaflalage,' the chains
they had forged for the imperial family, the many
difhonourable obligations which Mahommed Ally
Owed to their interference, and efpecially the very
lofty tone in which they continued to alfert their
claims of violence and outrage, were conlldera-
tions peculiarly alarming to all the various ftates
and dependencies in the Dgccan, and on th<*
coaft of.Corromandel.

Thefe Hyder prefled by letters and ambafladors
in the feveral courts of the nabobs and polygars,
all over that divifion of the empire. And there
wanted not the moft fubftantial arguments to war­
rant the confederacy which he wilhed to eftablilh.
The' Englilh were intruders on their rights. The
part they afted was equally daring and infidious. The'
advantages which they owed to indulgence were con­
verted to the purpofesof fraud, oppreflion, and even-
fedition. The country, which embraced and che-
rilhedthem as traders, had found them tobe ufurpers.
Under the femblance of harmlefs mercantile purfuits,
they concealed the dreadful implements of murder
and devaluation. They came to deal with the natives
for the produce of the climate and the foil, their
manufactures and fuperfluities, and had ftr-ipt their
country of its wealth, inhabitants, fertility and ho­
nour. In exchange for the treafures they tranf-
mitted to Europe, they had deluged the infatuated
kingdoms of Ipdoflan with all their own hereditary

.yiccs,
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vices, difcafcs and miferics! The princes whom
credulity or. misfortune hgd put in their power,
had been treated merely as an article'of merchan- • ■
dize, and worth no more than they yielded to the
general Rock of their aggregate intereft. Their.

. treacheries were in- proportion to their protefta-
tions and forms of fidelity. They valued no ties,- .
any farther than they admin iftered to their rapa­
city, which, notwithftanding all their profeffions^
was evidently the foie governing principle of their
politics.

' FaEls thus notorious and intcrefting, linked un­
der the banners of Hyder the moft difeordant
powers, Whom nothing but a fenfe of their com­
mon danger' could have retrained from reciprocal
infult. His army was therefore compofcd of alt
that variety of tribes,- foreigners and fugitives,
which are to be found .in fu’ch diverfity among the
Indians. • The' poffeffion's of Hyder were at this-
time numerous and extenfivc. They confifted of
Myfore and Banguelorc, with all thofe mountaneous-
countries which fill up thatvaft track of the Eenin-
fula, which reaches from Amboor to Madura,-
Travancore, and the coaft of Malabar. The king­
doms of Ballapour, Bifnagar, and Canaree, to­
gether with the fovercignty of the Malabar coaft
and Maidive iflands. Thefe dominions were con­
nected together,- and defended on the part of the
Eriglilh, by a- variety of high grounds and narrow
paffes/.and are faid to’ contain nearly one thou-
fand fortified places. The camp of this celebrated

■ Warrior, whom fame hailed-as the faviour of India,
G
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was inftantly crowded with prodigious fwarms from
thefe immcnfe and populous territories. His forces

* were confequently eftimated at two hundred thou-
■ fand men, of which twenty-five thoufand were.ca-

vahy, and feven hundred and fifty good Europe­
an troops. The fubah of the Deccan broughtlike-
wife. into the field at leaft one hundred thoufand,
though of thefe there were no more than, forty
thoufand fighting men, thirty thoufand cavalry,
and ten thoufand infantry. Every chief, however,
in this great army, was proprietor and abfolutc

' matter of his own troops. Following Nizam merely
as vaffals of the empire, they were little difpofed.
to rifque their lives, or that of their cattle, on any.
occafion, except when inftigated by the defire of
revenge, or the hope of plunder..

The united army, comprehending fuch multi­
tudes were, according to tire cuftom of the country,
followed by flioals of merchants, tradefmen,. me­
chanics, wom'en, futtlers and fervants. This occa-
fioned the camp to be vaftly extended, which, but
for the vigilance and experience of Hyder, might
have been eafily furprifed by the Engli/h. Ther
forces of Nizam added to his reputation, and might •
have procured him many allies, -but he was fufpi-
cious both of the fubah and his general. The
chiefs in this divifion of the army were in eternal
want of money, and Hyder was. too ccconomical
.to gratify their pecuniary demands, at an expence,
which, by draining his treafury, might have en-<
fceblcd his operations.' - , . . ‘

. - A very
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A very confiderable train of artillery, confiding
dt lead of one hundred and ten pieces of largd
cannon; was an objetl which increafed the ftrength
of this formidable armament. That of Hyder was
more numerous, better provided with ammunition,
better mounted, and better ferved; but, out of
fixty pieces of ordnance, thirty were iron; The
artillery of Nizam, on the contrary, were all fine
European brafs cannon. Thirty of thefe were call
irt France, and had been wrecked with a French
fquadron, by a hurricane, in the road of Mafuli-
patam, and by that means came into the Nizam’s
polfcfiion, as his prede'ceflbrs were then proprietors
of the port. This beautiful artillery, however, was
rendered almoft ufelefs, for want of ammunition,
carriages and gurjners. - .

The Englifh power in India was now. in its me­
ridian. They polfeired Bengal; the richeft, mod
fertile, and populous of all the provinces in the
empire; the coafts of Oriffa and Corromandel,
having no other limits inland than' the gates or
mountains, the large towns of Cambay and Surat,
the illand of Bombay and the country of Salfette,-

• on the Marratto frontier, befides feveral inferior
forts on the coaft-of Malabar, with a number of
fubordinate faSLofies on the illand of Sumatra, too
remote to be of any advantage in the prefent war.-
Their forces'on all thefe various cllablifhments were
then reckoned not lefs than ninety thoufand llrongz
General.Smith, who had the command of the ar­
my, after leaving the neccffary garrifons properly,
enforced, had at his difpofal five thoufand Euro-

• • - G 2 ' peanS, 
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pcans, two thoufand five hundred fipoys, two
thoufapd five hundred horfe, including two hun­
dred Europeans, twelve hundred Indians, taught
the Englilh exercife, and commanded by Euro­
pean officers. He was alfo joined by the cavalry
of Mahommed Ally, a troop not only inferior to
that of Hyder, in point of number, but every way-
unfit to force them, by their utter want of difei-
pline, and the bad condition of the horfe. • The
other troops of the Englilh allies were altogether
in conjunction with thofc under the.nabob of Ar-
cot, about twenty thoufand men.

General Smith was at the'head of an army, for
the mod part better difciplincd, and more praClifed
in their evolutions than the enemy. He had a
numerous corps of Europeans, who were fuch ve­
terans in the fervice as to be deemed invincible.
His artillery was in every refpcEi perfect in propor­
tion to its lize. ' The army was ferved with a va­
riety of able officers and engineers, and he was
himlclf much fuperior to Hyder in military fcience
and experience. But the inferiority of his cavalry
obliged him to fix the feene of his operations to the
mountaneous part of the country. It was not in.
Bis power to prevent the ‘enemy’s horfe from rava­
ging the valleys, and cutting off bis convoys. Nor
could he always procure a futticicnt number of oxen
for the conveyance of his artillery, ammunition
and baggage. The chief' obfiruftion to his fuc-
cefs, however, arofe from bis fubordination to the
council in Madrals, whofc dilates often dallied
with his plans; whofc fclfifh -manoeuvres reduced

- . ; ' the
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the army to dependance on contractors for fubfift-
ence, and whole fupplies were as uncertain and . -
dilatory as their orders were contradictory and im-
praElicable. - . • ' -

While Hyder was employed in amufing the .' •
Company with terms of negotiation, his prepara­
tions were carried on with the utmoft vigour and
difpatch. The circumftanccs, however indifpen- ;
fibleto the march of an Indian army, have always
given the European forces great advantages on the
commencement of hoftilities. General Smith was
in the field, ‘and had reduced feveral forts of the’
enemy before the main body, of the troops made
their appearance. Tripatoor, Vaniambady, and
Singueman, held out each a few days, but were fe-
verally captured without much difficulty. Cavefi-
patnam, a place of fome confequence, from its
fituatidn, was alfo invefted. Its fortrefs was com- ■ /
manded by an able officer, and did not yield till
feveoteen days after the trenches were opened,
and then only from feeing no profpeft or poffibi- . J
lity of relief. Without lofing a moment, the ar-

’rny fet down before Kiftnagerri. This is a fort of
no incojifiderable’llrcngth. It ftand^’on the brow
of a fteep mountain,-and is rendered almoft im­
pregnable by nature, without any 'material affift-
ancc from art. The garrifon was commanded by
a European, and made a brave defence. The
Britiffi troops alfaultcd it twice, in thclaft of which
twenty-four grenadiers and feveral foldiers were
killed. - . ' ■ ■, ■

'G3 Th
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- • The diftknce of this place from Banguelore is
about"twenty-two ’leagues; and General Smith*
learning by his fcouts, that the two fubahs had be­
gun their march from that part of the country,

• thought it improper to wafte more time in an ac-?
quifition of fo little confequence, efpecially as it

•was connected with fo much danger. He there-.-
Tore raifed the fiege, and pofted himfelf to defend
the pafs of Velorc. It was of the laft importance
to render this enterance to the Arcot diftriCts as
difficult as pottible. There were two others, but

. -this which opens about four leagues from Cavcripat-
nam, was the only one through which artillery
•could be conveniently conveyed. And bpingin'
the center with Cavcripatnain, a confiderable town

' and fortrefs fituated on the Palier, in their rear,
pur army could either difpute the.pafs with the
fubahs, or retire in fafety.... .

It was however determined in a.council of war,
s which Hyder confuited on the occafipn, to avoid

this pattage, and to attempt that of Ventigerri.
No fooncr were the' movements of the enemy an­
nounced to General Smith, than he broke up his
camp, and battened to prevent- them. ‘ JEIyder, •
perceiving his aim^ turned fuddenly to the right,

” and by the.adroitnefs of the evolution, and an ex-
. ■ peditious "march, cleared the entrance, which,

. though even ground, is long, narrow, and wind­
ing, without oppofition or annoyance.. .

The Englifh, disappointed by fuch an unex­
pected manoeuvre/ repaired as quickly as poflibic
to Cavcripatnam, where they did not think it ex­

pedient ,
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jjedient to (lay, but reinforcing the garrifon with
'/twelve hundred fepoys,. a few topafles belonging to
the artillery, and thirty European caniionicrs,
polled themfelvcs in a fituation more convenient
for receiving convoys from Madrafs, as well as
a junfiiion with the troops under the command of
Colonel Wood, who then befieged the fort of
Ahtoore. , •.

Hyder having parted, the (traits, encamped about
a league and an half from Caveripatnam, which
was immediately inverted by his cavalry. «■ The
town is furroundcd by ah antique -wall and a ram­
part, with ftrong (tone towers. The Palier waflies
part of its walls; but this river, which is very

• broad, was not then above a foot deep. The in­
habitants, terrified by the hoftile appearance on
the plains, immediately evacuated and fet fire to

"the town. The Indian army, breaking loofcfrom
all reftraiht, ruflied to the plunder. The cannon
from the fort made prodigious (laughter among the.
pillagers. Next morning tlic enemy .opened a
•battery of twenty pieces, with a view to filence the
•garrifon, and which did much execution . But the
Englifh poured an incefirnt rtorm of cannon and
mufquetry from the baftions, which killed an im-
menfe number of men, and would certainly have
diftodged the battery, had they not been fo much

- galled by multitudes of markfmen, who hid them-. -
felves behind tome ruins, that it was impoftible to
(land on the rampart. This dcrtruflivc fire obli­
ged the garrifon to hdift their flag. Hyder refu-

* fed nothing that was demanded. The' troops
G 4 . marched
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marched out with the honours of war, and were
• permitted to direSt their route for Madrafs,- with-

put molcllation., . ’ ‘ ;
The united army, ffiortly .after this, encamping

- - on the banks of the Palier, obliged General Smith
io change his pofition, He moved towards a rifing
ground, that the enemy’s cavalry might not have
it'in their power to harrafs him with the fame.ad-

l > vantage*  Hyder. inRantly ordered an attack. It
{ • was bravely fuftained on both Tides. The Englifli
■( ■ - army were but a handful to the infinite fwarip of

aflailants who furrounded and invefted them from
all Tides oT the hill which vth.ey occupied. The
enemy’s infantry were fupported by all Hyder’s
artillery, while ours, by the difficulty of pointing
downwards,, were lefs capable of a fure aim. The

; , ‘ ' fuperior excellence of the BritiflT gunners fuffici-
ently compenfated for this difadvantage. The
Europeans in the fervice of the enemy broke Tome

. / of Mahommed Ally’s troops, and.took two pieces
of artillery, but were Tuddenly rcpulfed by a few
Englifli, who recovered the cannon. Night only

- ’ - > - parted, the .combatants. ■ . «
Hyder loft vaft numbers in this battle. • Nine

hundred grenadiers, who were his beft troops,
were left in the field. The lofs of the Englifli was

■ ' comparatively trivial, though they judged it expe-
' dient to decamp in the night. The enemy were

■afraid to purfue, notwithftanding the fpirits they
■derived from this feniblance of a retreat. They
•Continued, however, to hover at a diflanpe, nor
once loll .fight, of the Englifli army, which Toon

, , reached
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peached its deftination in goo'd order, till they had
advanced and encamped within a league and an*  . •
half of Trinomaly.

> ■ The two objects to which" General Smith obvi- *
■ ouHy directed all his manoeuvres, were a junction

with the army under Colonel Wood, which he ' ' ,
expelled every day; and a general engagement
.with the enemy, in Rich a fituation as fhould in a
great meafure defeat the utility of their cavalry. * J
Hyder either did not perceive the neceffity of in­
tercepting Wood, overlooked, or could not ac- *’ •
complifh it. Both our armies, however, were foon - ?
united, and forthwith marched to take pofleflion
of apoft, not more than two leagues from Trino- • \
maly, ftill better adapted for .tempting the enemy ■ .
,to attack them, and where their cavalry was not
likely, to be'of more'fervice. After feveral artful

’ .difpofitions of his troops, General Smith brought
on an engagement. The Nizam's army was thrown
into diforder on the firft onfet, and.fled with pre- - i
cipitation on all fides. Hyder led on his infantry - . .
with great firmnefs and order. His cannonade on ■
out left was ferved with much regularity and dif-
.patch. His battery was covered by a morafs in
front. The Englifli, however,- foon turned his . ,
left, by the advantage of fome riflng grounds,
which brought them to a clofe engagement. The
Indians fupported their fire for fome time with
.ftcadinefs and alacrity, but the vigour, impctuo- . ■■
fity and ardour of the Englifli were not to be re­
filled by numbers. Hyder’s perfonal bravery fer-
Vcd'hini in little Read aniidft a huge multitude in •

■ . ■" whom , 
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whom terror and confufion only prevailed. He
'had now the mortification to perceive, notwith­
standing all his attention to the difcipline of his
troops, that the fuperiority of the Company's con­
tinued ftill undiminifhed. A total defeat enfued.*
Some of the Nizam s artillery fell into the hands of
lire Englifh, who alfo took a few prifoners.

During thefe operations, which happened about
f the end 6f September £1767] a detachment of

Myforean cavalry, , under the command of Hyder's
. Ton, advanced with fo much fpeed and fecrefy to­

wards Madrafs, that the governor, Mahommed
Ally, his fon, and Colonel Call, feveral other
■members of the council, being,at breakfaft in the

• country houfe at the Company’s gardens/ narrowly
efeaped falling into the-enemy’s'hands. A domef-
tic of a friend in Hyder’s camp appeared but juft
time enough to announce the approach of Tippoo
Saib. Their return to Madrafs was cut off.. The
nabob of Arcot was obliged for his fafety to the
fwiftnefs of his horfe. The reft found refuge in a
fmall veflel, which, fortunately for them, lay by

■ accident oppofite to the garden. This une.tpe&ed
fally flung the whole place into immediate confter-
nation and uproar. The black town, which con­
tains upwards of four hundred thoufand inhabi­
tants, alarmed /by the fugitives from the country,
abandoned their houfes and effcfils, and iffuedinw
the fort by multitudes. In an inftant the ftreets,
ihc ditches, and even the-glacis,'were covered
with people. The governor, on his arrival, could
with much difficulty force a pafTage to his houk’
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The place was at laft favcd by the exertions of
Call the engineer. He armed all the Europeans
•who could be collected. He difpatched a batta­
lion of fepoys to defend the entrance to the black
town. The pillagers were confequently deterred
from their plunder, and an interval for delibera­
tion was obtained. The confultation was hardly
finifhed, “when news arrived from General Smith,
pf the viflory he had gained over the army of the
fubahs, at Trinomaly. This was announced to
the people and the neighbourhood, from the fort,
by one hundred and four guns. Tippoo Saib and
his troops, alarmed for the fafety of Hyder, having
ravaged the environs of Madrafs, immediately re­
turned to the army, where he was expelled, not
without anxiety for his fituation, and where the
exploits of this expedition were regarded as the
certain prefages of the greateft celebrity in future

‘ enterprife. . ■
Partly to avoid the rainy feafon which had al­

ready begun to fet in; and which is always attended
with the moft fatal confequences to Europeans,
partly to recruit his men, who had fuffered incre­
dible fatigue, Trom the various hardfhips to which
this campaign had reduced them, and partly to
wait the approach of a reinforcement expected
from Bengal, General Smith fent his army into
quarters. Having firft ftrongly garrifoned Trino­
maly, Vaniambady, Ambour, and other advanced

■ places, he diftributcd the remainder of his troops
iri Velore, Arcot, and fome other ftrong contigu­
ous towns.

It
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It was while Hyder encamped in a plain five
leagues diftant from Caveripatnam,' that the fubahs
agreed that the two armies fhould feparate, and
that, while Hyder carried on the war againft Ma-
hommed Ally, the Nizam fhould attack the Englifh
on the fide of Mafulipatam, in order to divide their
forces. Thefe terms were adopted with apparent -
cordiality by men who regarded each other with
the flrongcft antipathy. They were at the fame
time extremely lavifh in their profeffions of mutual
efteem, and the treachery which lurked in the

. hearts of both was laborioufly concealed by an ex-
pefs of luxury and fplcndour which they alternately
difplayed, as marks of reciprocal affection and re-

• fpefl. :
. Vaniambady was without lofs of time furround-
cd by the Indian army. The place was foon found
hifceptiblc of being approached by favour of the
water, hedges, and trees,- without the neceffity of
opening frenches. The garrifon confifted of near
a thoufand fepoys, and . about twenty Europeans;
Fourteen iron cannon, which were difmouhted by
thofe. of the befiegers, compofed all the artillery.
The place, though well provided with ammunition
and {lores, though no breach had been yet effcct-

‘ cd, and though in that cafe there wanted not work­
men to repair the carriages, was taken without
much refiltence. The only terms infifted upon by
the enemy were, that the commander and the other
European officers fhould not; for one year, .ferve '

‘againft Hvdcr., ... • •. /•
' • . Hyder
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Hyder went from this place ftraight to Ambour. , ’ "
Here the Company had amafled vaft quantities of
ammunition and (lores. At the foot of the citadel,
which is fituated on the fummit of a fteep inaccef- ' ‘
fible mountain, is a fort ftrengthcned by the addi-.
tion of a palifaded covered way, and a glacis.
The fort is at the fame time inclofed by a town of
confiderable magnitude, defended by a brick wall, . .
with round baftions and a. dry ditch. Half the * ,
place was covered by a large, pond, at the end of
which there was a redoubt, which clofcd the road - . •
between the poild and the river, and commanded
that on the other fide. • ' ■

The town was in one quarter thought capable of '
being taken by ftorm, without any breach. Orders
were confequently ifiued for carrying this point. " i
The attack fucceedcd almpft without refiftence. ■
The garrifon had in fa 61 placed their only depend- .
ance on the fort and citadel.. The town, abandon-

. cd of its inhabitants, they forefaw} by inviting the
enemy to plunder, would expofe them to the fire •
.of as much cannon asthey could bear againft them.
The manoeuvre was judicious, and fucceedcd to . «
fuch'a degree, that the number killed on the ftreets
and buried among the ruins was prodigious.

The enemy’s attempt againft the citadel and fort
was not fo fortunate. ■*.  His batteries were no foon-
er raifed than demolifhed. A great number of his
■braveft men were daily facrificcd to the temerity
of this abortive fiege. . He planted cannon on a,
rock which overlooked the garrifon, who in two.
days ercSlcd fuch a bulwark as rendered them per-

'. - ■ . fcflly
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feQly ufclefs. So that, after feventcen days fevere
exertion, the lofs of many Europeans, and the ex­
penditure of much ammunition, the work was-ftill
no more advanced than at firft. In this (late of
affairs, news arrived that the Englifh army was af-
fembled at Velore, and marching to raife the liege.
Hyder, without a moment's hefitation, embraced
the relolution of anticipating them, and retreated. -

If was about this time that the Nizam had not
only parted from Hyder, but renewed his agree,..
ment -with the prefidency of Madrafs; that Colo­
nel Wood was fent, at the head of a confidcrable'

' detachment, to reduce feveral of Hyder’s forts in
the vallies, and that it was refolved General Smith
fhould carry the war into Hyder’s dominions, and
lay fiege to Banguelore. The execution of this
plan commenced as foon as the army were provid­
ed with neceffaries.

A fmall fquadron failed at the fame time from
Bombay to attack Mangalore, one of Hyder’s
principal fea-ports, fituated in the center of Cana-
rec, on the Malabar coaft. In this road all his
navy for the' moff part lay at anchor. The expe­
dition fucceeded [Teh. 25, 1768J. All the forts
■were taken with very little lofs, and the belt of his

■ iliips captured. A garrifon was left to defend the”
town. Tippoo Saib, at the head of the beft troops
in Hyder's army, flew' to the relief of the Cana-'
lines, who, confidcring him as their deliverer,-
flocked to his ftandard, and . putting themfelves
under his command, .retook the town, and made
the garrifon prifoners. This, like all the-other
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petty exploits of this young warrior, was, by the
parafites in his father’s court, immediately magni­
fied, and cxtoled as an inftance of the greateft he-
roifm. ' .

Colonel Wood alfo took a great number of
places. His operations were fomctimes checked,
but on the whole fucccfsful. In an afiion which.
was fought [Ofl.ober4, 1768J, he beat an army
twenty-fix thoufand ftrong, with Icfs than three •
thoufand men, four hundred of which only were
Europeans. Indeed the field.was alternately loft
and won feveral times, and the engagement which
began at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, lafted till
five in the afternoon. The enemy were at- laft ob- '
liged to retreat, leaving the field covered with their
dead. Three elephants, nine camels, and feven'
hundred horfes were killed on this occafion. We
had fome brave officers (lain, feveral wounded,
and a few taken prifoners, and we loll between two .
and three hundred men. . ' .

The glory of this day was foon and ffiockingly
eclipfed, by the dreadful cruelty which attended
our capture of Darampuri.- All the garrifon; the
commander, his fon, and every officer, were put
to the fword, except twelve Europeans, who were
faved. by the Engliffi grenadiers. This bloody af-
fault is even faid to have been made while the
white flag was on the breach. It was an outrage
-which the enemy were not backward to retaliate.
For Moflum, Hyder’s frother-in-law, ffiortly af­
ter, in cold blood, maflacred a confidcrable body
of our fepoys in the plains of -Ovilore,

. ’ The



I
'$6 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. .

The forces under Colonel Wood having rejoin­
ed the army, General Smith, in his march to Ban-
gueldre, took feveral of the enemy’s ftrong holds.
He conftituted Oofcotta his military magazine,
which he fortified with great care. In a hoftile
country1, full of faftnelfes and narrow paffes, and
at the fame time neccffarily expofed to the depre­
dations of an aflive, intrepid and vigorous enemy,
he foon found himfelf ftraitened for provifions.
While he opened the trenches before Ballpour,
Hyder inverted the place where all his ftores were
depofited. The General, to refeue his magazine;
abandoned the enterprife; and thus, without far­
ing Oofcotta, loft the certain profpeft of an im­
portant acquifition. For it was at this place he re­
ceived orders to return with the army. Hyder,
aware of the defencelefs ftate of our' fettlements,
availed himfelf of the celerity which his .cavalry
were capable of exerting on particular emergen-1
cies, and in confequence of feveral m'afterly moj
tions, got between our troops and the Carnatic,
which he entered and ravaged at plcafure. The
Englifh army inftantly relinquifhed all the footing

’ they had obtained in his territories, and hartened,
by forced and fatiguing marches, to the defence
of their own and their allies. Hyder, by this ma-

. nceuvre, recovered without a blow all he had loft-
He was no longer a fugitive flying before his ene­
mies, unable to fuccour his own; but a vindictive
and haughty vi&or pouring deftruftion on our do-

. minions. His army, drooping and diminifliing un­
der the hardfhips of a dcfcnlivc war, which wanti
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the propel ftimulus for'Rich troops as are only
rouzed into epurage and activity by their hopes of
plunder, were now entered on a feries of ope-’
rations perfectly adapted to their genius and ha­
bits. Under thefe fortunate circumftanccs, his
forces and, allies naturally augmented with his re­
putation. Thus fpreading ruin and devaftation

' through the territories of Mahommed Ally., he not
only gratified his perfpnal refentment to that
prince, whom he detelled for his infidious con-
neftion with the Englifh, but alfo flung all our in-
Japd fettlements into Confufion and terror,’ admi-
.jfiltercd to the malice with which our fuccefs was *
•regarded by thofe whom our politics had opprefled,
.and cut off one of our principal rpfources for car­
rying on tile war.

His method of fighting was not lefs judicious '
than the route he had taken. The ftrength of his
army confifting of cayalry, he avoided, as much
as pofllble, facing our troops, wherever his could
not aft .with freedom. He declined, for this tea-'
Ton, .with the fame folicitude that General Smith
urged 3. general engagement. His chief objeft was
.to attack our detached parties, and intercept our
convoys. And in die fame proportion that thefe
Tallies .weakened our forces, they nccelfarily
flrengthened his, by. additional numbers and fpi-
■dts. Indeed, . all that. rendered him formidable
Was .the fagacity which diftinguiflied his operations,
35 we were never without an army greatly fuperior

■to bis in the field. And whatever injury he might
H do- V
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do the revenues of the Company, he was inca­
pable of otherwife endangering its fecurity.  •• -

• Hyder having advanced within feven leagues of
‘ Madras, the Englifli army were prepared to dis­

pute the paflage of the river St.-Thomas, when he
. fuddenly difappcared, and while no intelligence

could be obtained of his route, {hewed himfelf at
the gates bn the other fide of the town, and dif-
patched a flag of truce to know what propofition
•they had to make. The prelidency bad recently
-received the orders of the Company to make peace
-at any terms. Jt was currently believed that Hy­
der was entering into an alliance with the Mar-
<ratos. For thefe reafons they thought it prudent

' to decline the conteft. The enemy, notwithftand-
ing their advantages, were equally inclined to
rpeace. . It was therefore, on the third of April,
£1769,J mutually agreed, that both parties fhould
defray their own expences, and the forts or places
taken on either fide be reftored; that the rcfpec-

••-tive prifoners fhould be releafcd, and a free com­
mercial intcrcourfe allowed, both in the Carnatic
and Hyder Ally’s dominions; that■ Mahommed

•Ally fhould pay a tribute of fix lacks of rupees, or
-feventy-five thoufand pounds, of which the firft
year’s revenue fhould be laid down; and that there
-fhould be a perpetual league, offenfivc and defen-
five, between the negociating powers, and a fpecific

• number of troops, in cafes of emergency, provided
by each.
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r Thus ended a war commenced without any
folid principle of policy or diferetion, conducted
throughout by illiberal meafures, and involving,
both in its progrefs and termination, confequences.
peculiarly inaufpicious to the general interefts of
the Company. ' .
• It appears that the prefidcncy, in adopting the-
refolution of provoking Hyder Ally tohoRilities,
paid but little attention either to the Rate of their
own finances, their military Rrength, the refourccs
of the enemy, the dangerous fituation of their ally’s
.dominions, or the advantages of their employers.
They knew that the treafury of Madras was abfo-
lutely inadequate to the vaR expenditure which
thefe operations would neceffarily occafion, and
that even the revenues of Bengal, after paying the
intereR of the Company’s debt, and its own civil
and military eRablifhment, could fpare but little
to afliR or relieve them. It was obvious their own
territories would be expofed to depredation, while
their troops were occupied on a’ diRant fcrvice,
and that the nabob would be lefs able to fupport
them, as he fuffered from the enemy. The coun­
try, in which Hyder could always fecurc a retreat,
hotwithRanding our fuperiority, was not fufceptible
of an cafy reduction. So that'from every impar­
tial view of their condufl, it feems to have origi­
nated chiefly in an empty defire of aggrandifement
at bcR, or more probably in the apprehenfion that
thofe princes whofe dominions were moR expofed
to the depredatory excurfions of the army, might
jpereafe their private fortunes, by fecrctly pur­
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chafing an exemption from the members of tfier
council. . ' . •

To whatever caufes the war may Lie' attributed",
. the mode of carrying it on admits of ho apology'.
•'The army was in perpetual want of ncccffaries, and

fuch as they obtained were not always of the belt
kind. Their movements were conftantly retarded
for want of oxen to tranfport their artillery, which
alone could proteft them from the fudden attacks
of the enemy’s cavalry. The general was at the
fame time deprived of all diferetiohary power, by
the prefence of a fpecial delegation, whom the
prefidency appointed to attend the army/ and fu--
perintend the campaign. The only man of found

r .abilities in this committee was Colonel Call, whbfe
opinion, in emergencies of the greateft 'delicacy
and confequcnce, was habitually over-ruled by the1
ignorance, timidity, and avarice of his colleagues. ’

. This office, unknown in the -Englifh fervice, and
pernicious wherever it has been adopted,' fee’mi
•created, on the prefent occafion, merely for the.
emolument of thofe employed, who, deeply coh-

- cerned in the contrafils. for fupplying the troops^
regulated their motions in fuch a manner as heft
fuited their own convenience and intereft. ’The
army felt the bad effects of fuch’ah-ill-ad vi fed mea-
fure in all its departments. Brave and experienced
officers were difgufted. Some of them quitted the
fervice; others, whofe circumftances in fuch a fix­
ation, and at fo great a diftance from home, did

’ not permit them to act fo decifivea part,- found
the. duty irkfome^ and related their exertions,

.’ • A>^’
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And not a few, without either character, recom­
mendation, or intercftj were employed, advanced,
and entruflcd. The war was consequently marked
with a ftigma which had never before disgraced .
the military honour of the nation; Britilh officers'
defecting the caufe of. their country for the fen-ice
of an inveterate enemy, and forts given up in fuch

. • a manner as to have an appearance rather of trea­
chery than cowardice.

It was not eafy to forefee or demonftrate any
pollible advantage that could rcfult to the Com­
pany from this war. But thofe only who urged
the meafure, that the property of their mailers
might be abforbed in lucrative jobs to them or their
friends, could remain blind to its confequences." >
The council of Madras feem to have been dazzled
with the chimerical expectations of realizing, like
their fellow-fcrvants in Bengal, an immenfc terri- •>
torial 'revenue. Their general difpatchcs to the

' Court of Directors about this period, exhibited thefe
delulive profpeCts in colours peculiarly brilliant and
interefting. They promifed no lefs than to inveil.
their mailers with the fovereignty of all the Corro-"

■ mandel coaft, and that of Malabar, from Cape
Rama to Cape Comorin. This profound and
profperous policy was immediately rendered fub-
fervient to pecuniary intrigue. . The nation, ac­
customed to the marvellous adventures of the Eaft,
ealily became the dupe of its own credulity, and
eagerly anticipated more profperity than it was
rcafonable to expeCl. This temporary delirium
Was not without its elfeCl. India Hock rofe with

H 3 ’ rapidity, 
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rapidity, from the general defire that prevailed to
fhare in the fuccefs of the prefent meafurcs. The
report of our viflpry at Trinomaly corroborated
thefe flattering hopes, by promiling to facilitate
their accomplifhment. . In this moment of intem­
perate joy, from the prefumption of a felicity barely
poffiblc, the capture of Madras by the fon of Hy­
der Ally, a youth of eighteen, was announced.
The revolution in the public mind, from extacy to
defpair,' was inftant and univerfal. The news, be-
caule difliked by all, was doubted by many, and
anxioufiy difputcd by more. The great body of
the people, however, were fo much alarmed and

-chagrined by their difappointment, that India Hock ,
was reduced, fell above fixty per cent, in a few
days, and was Toon expetied t onfall ftill lower.
Not all the‘efforts of the DireElors could give but
a. momentary check to this general torrent _pf de­
spondency. In vain they produced their official
difpatchcs, or aflerted that the Company, inftead
of being in danger, was never in a more llourifliing
condition. That only which was moft dreaded
received'the grcatelt credit.. A fufpicion of the
worll was now the epidemical diforder, which time
and patience alone could remove. The more the
fubject was underftood, the livelier were peoples
refentments excited again!! thofe who had thus
wantonly deceived them. The conduct ol the
Company’s fervants, efpccially in Madrafs,- was
canvaffed with freedom, and arraigned with feve-
jriiy. Fads were inveftigated and proved, which,
it was fjiid, expofed them not only to confute, but
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10 puniffiment. And the failure of the war was
roundly imputed to’ their iniquitous contraCis, mo­
nopolies, and extra-appointments. ' It was found
that large remittances had been made from Ben­
gal, to fupply the deficiency of revenue in
.Madras. Thefe were of a bafe kind of gold
coin, by which the Company were fuppofed
to have fuftained, in mere exchange, the lofs of
forty thoufand pounds. The inveftments ufiially
made from Madras to China, were confequcntly
fufpended, no filver circulating in the country, and
all the various manufactures at a Hand, from the
fear of the enemy. ‘ The bufinefs of the fubordi-
nate factories was equally obnoxious to injury and
interruption from the fame caufe. The tributary
polygars, efpccially of Mahommed Ally, were di­
latory in their payments, and refolved their back-
wardnefs into that want of protection which left
their property a prey to robbery and devaflation.
Thus every pecuniary rcfource of the Company
■was affeCted by this expenftve and pernicious war.
Their martial reputation, from the prudence and

“gallantry of tljeir officers, had fullered nothing in
the eyes of Hyder, who had feen and felt their
fupcri.ority in fo many inftances. But our troops
were no longer conlidcrcd as invincible by the
country at large. It was on this account adopted
as a common opinion, that number, unanimity,
bravery, difcipline, and conduCl, had nearly the
fame cfficCt on Europeans and Indians. This war
did more. It inculcated in the princes of Indollan,
the neccffitv, the importance, and the pr Hipa-

' II 4 . hility 
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was prefumed, would render a fimilar application
fo refpc&ablc, that miniftry would be under the
neceffity of making fomc reply. At a meeting,
therefore, of the proprietors (July 27], a motion
to this purpofc yvas unanimoully adopted, and an­
other court appointed to receive tbemeffage of
government. . '' • .

• At this court, which was held about a fortnight
after, a letter was received from Lord Weymouth,
one of his Majesty's fecrctaries of ftate, fignifying
that the meafure adopted by the Company, had, in
the opinion of miniftry, been deemed illegal; that
he was forry to find, by their anfwer, that they had
not acceded to the appointment of a naval officer,
with full powers to adjuft all maritime affairs in
India. He now begged they would reconfider the
icommiffion in general, and that the particular arti­
cle of granting unlimited powers to a naval officer
might be laid before the proprietary at large.

This extraordinary demand produced an elabo^
rate corrcfpondence between the miniftry and Di-
refit’ors. A fubjeft altogether new, and involving
queftions of the greateft commercial and conftitu-

. .tional importance, was laid before the proprietors.
It there appeared, that the authority required by
this miniftcrial mandate, went in fa£l to fupcrintend
the fitpervifors, as well as all the Company's con-

• / corns. The DireElion owned a readinefs to allow
the naval officer a certain participation of influence
in their councils abroad, but declined acquiefcing
in the requeft at large, both bccaufc they thought
(he truft too great for or.c perfon, and bccaufo it

wo’ffi'i
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.would afford government a perpetual pretext for
interfering in the management of the Company’s
affairs. They ftated at the fame time, that the '
commiffion had undergone the revifion of council, * :
and its legality was confirmed by the opinion of •
the moll reputable lawyers in the kingdom.
’ At another court, held by adjournment to a • /
fhort day, a fccond letter, which had been receiv- . i,
ed that morning, was alfo read from the fame mi-. /
nifier. He ftated, that by their anfwerthe Direc- • :
tors had not properly underftood him. He meant
not to inveft a naval officer with plenipotentiary ;
powers at large, but only wiffied him to poffefs fuch |
a fhare in the bufinefs of adminiftration as would
at once promote the intereft of the Company and
the honour of government. He begged the pro- • j'
prictary to confider both the commiffion and .
that degree of authority which the fervant of the
crown ought to poiTefs. He declined giving any
opinion on the firft of thefe; but as government,
at the requeft of the Company, -in the eleventh ar­
ticle of the laft definitive treaty of peace ’with
France, made conditions with feveral Indian prin­
ces, it highly concerned their honour that an offi­
cer of their appointment fhould be principal agent
ip all matters offenfive and defenfive. ,

The defignof the minifter was now obvious, and
a confidcrable time was occupied in giving due
confideration to the fubjcEL It occafioncd at the
next general court [jAuguft.30.] a very tedious and
warm debate. But, after much argumentation on
both fides, and not- a little violence, the matter

was
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was at length refted on this general queftion, which
was to be decided by ballot:—That this courtwill
give the officer of the crown, commanding (hips
of the line, a (hare in the deliberations and refo-
lutions of the Company, merely with regard to the
two objects of making peace and declaring war,
where his Majclty's forces are employed ? It was
rejected accordingly by a great majority.

The commiffion for the naval commander in
chief was in the mean time made out; but as the
requifition of extraordinary power had not been
granted, his operations were limited to the Gulph
of 1’erfia, where the Company’s affairs had for
fome time been greatly incommoded by the trou?
bles which embroiled the natives. A fort of com-
promife thus took place. The power of making
peace and war was allowed by the Directors to the
naval commander only in the Gulph of Perfia, and
the demand for fhips of the line to the Bay of Ben­
gal was fufpended. Two frigates, however, w.er?
ordered for that foryice, and at the fame time ap­
pointed to convey the fupervifors, whofe powers
were at length finally adjulled, and an end put to
their tedious conteff. ■. ...... . ..

The Company’s agreement .with government,
and the retraining bill, being nearly expired, it
Was deemed expedient to lay before miniftry fuch
propofals as were likely to become the bafis of
a new bargain. Tlie .object of the. Direftor.s
-was to obtain, if poffiblc, more equitable terms,
and a permanent fcttlemcnt of the Company.5
affairs. They were felicitous to realize fome re­

turn
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turn dr compenfatioir for the great fum of md'ncy
which they annually paid to government. A pro­
longation of their charter for five years was requir­
ed, and confidered as a moderate equivalent.—
This, however, was abfolutely rcfufed. Extorting
money from the Company was clearly a part of the
miniflerial fyftcm. Their interference in refirift-
ing their dividend, demonftrated that the Compa- • ’ ■'
ny were in the hands of a power which they could *
not refill. It was too late to infill on conditions; . ■ jj
The controul was eftablilhed, and might be ex- /
peflcd to operate. Even the fmallell relaxation
in the rellriftive power began to be confidered as a ■
favour, rather than acknowledged as a compenfa-
tion.. "

Thus circumllanced, after a long train of nego-
ciation and confultation with feveral general courts,
an agreement was concluded, and a bill brought ‘
ijito parliament grounded on the following princi­
ples. That the Company fhould pay to the public,
for five years to come, the annual fum of four , '
hundred thoufand pounds: That, in -that time,
they might increafc their dividends to twelve and.
a half per cent, the increafe not to exceed one- .
per cent, in- any one year : That if the Company,
from any caufe or emergency, during that term,
were under the necelfity of reducing their divi­
dends, an equal fum Ihould be deducted from the
annual payment made to government; but in cafe
their dividends were reduced to fix per cent, the
payment to the • public was to be difeontinued f

; ~ • ThaQ
■t
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That, during thcfe five years, the Company flioulj
export Britifh goods equal in value, upon an aver­
age, with thole exported for an equal num­
ber of years psft; and that, if any furplus of the
Company’s cafh remained in England, after pay­
ment of certain fpecified debts, it fhould be lent
to the public at an intereft of two per cent.

C HAP-
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. ' C H APTER V.

EffcRs of the. various Revolutions -which took ■place in
the Provinces of Bengal—Oppreffions of Mahom-
med Reza Cawn—A dreadful famine—Mr. Haft-
ings—His Regulations—His Intrigues -with . the
Country Princes—Sujah ul'Dowlah—Shaw Allum,
or the Great Mogul—The Rohilfa War.

An entire change in the arrangement of the po­

litical eftablifhment was the nccclfary and immedi­
ate confequcnce of our acceffion to the Dewan-
nee of Bengal. It produced a revolution which
ronvulfed the ftate to its extremities, and which,
under a feries of fingular occurrences, gave exift-
ence to fuch a variejy of hew circumltances, as
mark our fubfequerit t ran fa Elions in that unfortu­
nate country with a novelty and infamy, which are
without a parallel in the hiftory-of the fpecies.

From that moment the government alfumcd a
new fhape. All the branches of the executive
power were transferred from natives to the con­
querors. Every official department, every luna­
tion of dignity and emolument, every poll of con­
fidence, exertion and refponfability was feized and
Occupied by the Engliffi. The influence of the
fubah was fubftantially annihilated. He was vir­
tually rcllrained by his new fixuation from exercif-
ing a fmgle act of independent fovereignty. He

could 
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could neither make war nor peace, appoint liis
own minillers, controul his own troops, manage
his own revenues, or fupcrintcnd the adminillration
of jultice over his own fubjefts. The femblance
of authority which he poflelfed was literally a pur­
chafe from the Company. They ufurped the very
fettlement of his houfchold ; they reftriCtcd his ex­
penditure to certain limitations; they rendered him
a captive in his own palace; they crouded his
court with their creatures; they bribed his very
dom’eftics to betray him; and they conllitutcd
every wretch in his train a fpy on his private as
■well as his public conduCt*

To the Dutch, the Danes, and other Europeans,
•who applied to the prefidency of Calcutta as the
ruling power, for the grant of indulgence, or the
redrefs of giievances, they constantly aflumed the
prerogative, while they artfully eluded the direct
avowal of that high character, by yielding or re-
fuhng protection under the name of influence.
Equally careful to avoid difdaiming their own
fupremacy, or roundly, aflerting that of another,
their fovereignty was daily and palpably fubftanti-
ated by every part of their conduCt. Nor could
all the fubilety of political fopbiltry conceal the
reality and exertions of an authority which operated
openly, univerfally, and irrcfiftibly. Their po­
licy under thefe circumftances, was a filent acqui-
efcence in the opinion of fuch as treated the Com­
pany as principals,- but to fuffer that conviction to
acquire maturity and vigour among the natives, ra­
ther from the general tenor of their aCtions, thari

from
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from- any ftrenuous and pofitive aflertion of their
right. ,
• The principles, the meafures, the objefls, and

.alliances of government, ' were confequently nd
longer the fame.' While the native omrahswerd
in authority,' notwithllanding their general depra­
vity df manners/ it was but a few of the worft whd -
dared to introduce any innovations in tyranny, ,
The defpotifm which then prevailed throughout the'
empire, was dne eftablifhed, invariable,- well-known.
ryiterri, founded in maxims originating in the ha­
bits of the people, fariftioned by a religion adapted,
to the circumftances of the country, and tranf-
initted, without any material alteration, through st
long fucceffion of ages. The higher ranks only
were obnoxious, from theif wealth or their influ­
ence, to the jealouiy of oppreflion of fuperiors. .
.The laborious peafants,-mechanics, or manufac­
turers, were in general exempted from the in- .
trigues, the altercations, and the quarrels of their
relpeElive matters, and often followed their humble
occupations without moleflatioti,- while the chief­
tains around them Were deeply engaged in the
deadlieft feuds. And it was nd uncommon fpcc-
taele, in thefe periods of oriental fimplicity, to Ice
the farmer ploughing in one field, while the battle' ,
raged in another. The valut of political inlli-
tutioris can be eflimated only by that degree of ge­
neral profperity, and internal peace, which they are
Calculated to confer, eftabliih, or protect. To thefe
primary and efleritial objects of all good govern­
ment, (he numerous innovations which diferimi-

; i . ~ natetl .
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nated the Britifli power in Bengal, had no refe­
rence. The miferable natives were defended
againft foreign invafion or depredation, merely for

J • the purpofe of fecuring to-the fervants of the Com­
pany a monopoly in the trade of domeftic cruelty

. ' and oppreffion. Intoxicated by the elevated fitu-
' ’ » ation to which they were raifed, the violent mea-

' . ; lures they purfued, like difeafes which prey on the
-1 vitals, were at fir IP attended with fymptoms of ap-

’ 'proaching diffolution.. By obtruding on their new
* dominions various diforders, under the pretext of

< neeeflary reform, .they violated the venerable
forms of antiquity, and fuperfeded eftablifhments
and ufages which, from time immemorial, the

j ‘ - Hindoos had been accuftomed toi treat-with refpcCL
And thus a government took place, calculated in
the firft inftance to promote extortion and rapacity,
and in the objeCl and operation of which, the cha­
racter and happinefs of the people at large had no
Ihare. . ■' . y. . --.j;'

' Of this extraordinary fyftem no other account
can be given, than that it originated in the mere
contingency of mercantile enterprife.^ Nothing
fimilar, at leafi, can be found in the inventions .or

' fpeculations of ancient or modern times^ among.
Gothic or civilized nations. It was a fpecies of ab-

, ’ folate delegation, in which the conftituent body rc-
ferved no authority which could operate as a check
on the ufurpation or abufes of their reprefentatives.
It was radically and efientially defective, as with­
out a faculty of legiflation, and without interefi i»
'the confcquenccs^ it not only pofiefled, but united

the
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flic executive and judiciary powers, in their utmoll
latitude. . It was a government of degradation and
abfurdity,- in which the fervants of the Company
were merchants, in their civil, and fovercigns ini
their mercantile, charaXer. >

From being a province of the empire, the terri­
tory thus ufurped by the Company became lite­
rally independent, or whatever Subordination was
acknowledged, it was altogether nominal, and
without rcfponfibility. In faX, the Great Mogul,-
in whom all'the prerogatives of fovereignty through­
out the vaft empire of Indoftan are veiled, was'
aXually reduced to the fituation of a penfioner,

■who owed his fubfiftence to their bounty. No
connexions were henceforth cultivated among the
neighbouring power’s, on principles of a liberal

' equality. An obvious propenfity to circumvent
and ovcr-rcachy uniformly marked the fpiritof all
their treaties. The fword was the only charter
they avowed' to the natives, who were accuftomed
by habit and example to regard no means as un­
lawful for maintaining dominions which had Been
acquired by violence. A power thus operating '
Without controul, either from principles of internal
reXitude, of external fuperiority, appeared to t'lie
princes of India as a prodigious vortex, which .
threatened immediate extinXion to every approxi- •
mating objeX, and from which there was no fafety

‘But in dillance,-refillance, of flight. - < .
, . Revenue is the great and prevailing object of alt -
inodern policy. Few mcafurcs arc adopted in any .
Hate, without an obvious and dircX reference to

. ■ ” I 2 • ;
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anincreafe of treafure. The love of glory, the*
principles of honour, the gallantry of enterprife,'

] are all abforbed in the fordid, pallion of avarice.'
I . In the ancient republicks of Greece and Rome, no

other attention was paid to finance, than as it way
of general- advantage. We confider it as a matter
of diftinEl and fuperior importance. . The queftion!
■with legiflators is no longer how to render the ftate

- profperous, but how to raife money. The multi-
j tude are reduced to a fpecies of mere property di?
> , - merchandize, and managed, for the moft part, hy­

men who fubftitute for the good of the Whole their
i ’> own emolument. The Faculties of government,.

inftead of promoting the welfare Of all, arc con-
fequently proftituted to pamper the profligate paf-

. Sons of the idle, the-extravagant,, and the'wofth-
• ’ ■ lefs. .. ’

The fervants of the Company improved on this
deftrudive fyftem. All the chimerical wants of
the fovereign were gratified in the firft inflancer
and no depofitum whatever made for the real necef-
fities of the people. The relentlefs mandates of

’' „ , defpotifm alienated one portion after another. The;
thirl! of gold, and a rage for luxury, have beeii
long the fcourges of Indoftan-.- Rapacity muft al-

1 » ways be the refource of tyrants, xVhile Providence
permits them to awe with authority and outrage,-'
the innocent and defencelefs. .

The revenues of Bengal arife from the rents of
lands which, except a few diftrifls configrted for
fpecial rcafons to individuals, are confidered as the

•s. ‘ property of the fovereign; from duties and cub
, > torus’
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Items levied on almoft every article of life, and
fubjeft to infinite variation, from farms of exclu-
five privileges, or which have annexed to them. !
certain monopolies; and from fines or forfeitures
impofed on.the natives for every fpecies of mifde-
meanor, and by every Banyan in the employ of * i
the Englifli. The aggregate fum accumulated by
the united produce of thefe refources muft be im- >
menfe. Under a government .abfolutely military, > . \
among a people whofe chief charafleriftics arc - d
Simplicity, timidity, and fuperftition, ’ and where . :
there was no law to guard the helplefs, or awe the
tyrannical, it is eafy to conceive what dreadful ' ' ■ J
implements of oppreflibn thefe feveral branches of ’ -
finance would become. It was the intereft of thofe ’ .
.who hired the ground of the Company’only for a
year, to reduce the price of labour as much as ,
poffible, and without regarding futurity, command
the greateft produce in their power. - The inevi­
table confequence was imperceptible; ruin to the ;■
foil, the ryot, the zimindar, and the revenue. . • .
The demands of thofe who collected the duties
Were in every diftriQ and village enforced by par­
ties of armed men. Indeed, whoever had any A
fliare in that great chain of dependence and fubor-
dinatiop, which the Company had inftituted in this
new empire, confidered himfelf as entitled to the
privilege of mal-treating the wretched inhabitants,
in proportion to his fituation in the fervice. Of
the infinite contributions raifed in thefe devoted .
provinces, the fliare brought to the Company s ac- x
Amount was, however, but trivial; though .in the

• I 3 . g^ral '



p8 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.

general tenor of their orders, they have ufuajly
/hewn more anxiety to fwell their revenues than to
benefit the public. Thefe are the emphatic words
of one of their fervants to another *. —“ By the

eftablifhed mode of- collefliort, the agreement is
f*  never obferved between the' colieflor and the
*r tenant. At the end of the year, whenever the
f' former knows that the latter has made- any gain,

'** he furely feizes it, notwithflanding the agree-
ment being juftly paid. By-thefe means all in-
duftry is checked, and all confidence deflroyed;

f*  and neither labourer, farmer, collcflpr, and fo
ff upwards to the foujpdare, having any truft ip

each other; it Jias made the whole a chain of
rogues and plunderers." • ‘
Mahommed Reza, the oftenfible minifler of

finance, fludied the charafler of his mailers. He
'knew the influence of money. ’ Poflcflcd of talents
for buliriefs, an accurate difcernmcnt of. men ih
aflive life, and a genius for all the refinement and

'obliquities pf the deepeft intrigue, his fituatjon gave
him the command of jreafures, and he applied

■them with dexterity, in accomplifliing at once his
interefl and ambition. His addrefs in conciliat­
ing friendfliips was irrefiftible. In penfions arid
prefents among his dependents and abettors, hi$
annual dilburfements amounted to nearly half a
million fteiiing. The place of the Company’s refl­
uent at the court of the fubah, was equal, at leaft<

* Mr. G. G. DucarcU to Richard Bcachcr, Efg. Atigvfc
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jto one hundred and fifty tboiifand pounds a-ycar.,
• • The extortions which thefe immenfe levies occa-

fioned, -fubjcfted the miferable inhabitants to a fe-
ries of the moft wanton cruelties... The emiffaries
of tyranny and exaflion, affifted by feleft parties
of military, fuddenly overfpread and ravaged the ,
country far and near.. In vain did the weaver, the .
tiller of ground, the handicraft, and the petty
trader, accufe their oppreflbrs, or demand a redrefs
of their wrongs, whilft the intimate friends of thq
aggreflbrs, or the aggrelfors themfelves, prefided
in every court to which they could apply. They
appealed to Britifii juftice, but were inftantly re-

- . manded back to the tribunals of the natives, wherd
the judge was not only a party in the caufe, but
highly incenfed againft.them, for daring to betray
a fufpicion of his integrity, by lodging their com- .
plaints before his fuperidrs. The men who pre­
fided in thefe proftituted courts, were the fummary <
executioners of the partial and arbitrary mandates
of a mohfter, .whofe unbounded avarice, not only
ftceled his heart againft every acceffion of huma­
nity, but at. once tempted and enabled him to
bribe the indulgence and connivance of his em­
ployers, that he might thus riot in the cataftrophe
ofhis country.--Hiftory, averfe to record the bar­
barities which marked his depredations on the cot­
tages of the poor, could wi fit,for the hqnour of
the. fpecies, to confign them, with their author, to

■' oblivion. The'whole executive power being ,en-
truiled with him, for fubftantiating the pecuniary
expectations of the Company, plunder became the , .

. \ 1 4 Prin'
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principal object of his attention. The farmers had
no intereft in their farms above a year. That pe­
riod comprehended all their cultivation and exer­
tion. The rents were unavoidably raifed to antici­
pate the eager demands of avarice, The wretched

, inhabitants fubmitted ydth unconquerable patience;
|o every fpecjes of indignity and outrage, rathey

-than relinquilh their houlehold gods, or die cot?
yvhich their anceftqrs occupied. Every year they
became the property of new mailers. Their op-
preffion? only were npt changed, becaufe they
pould not be increafed. Thefe petty tyrants were*
in their turn, reduced to participate in the fuffer?
Ings'pf their law?, and felt, themfclvcs, an excels pf

■ {hat rigopr which they had fo often infli&ed.
$4any were daily and openly tied and fcoyrgedlike
felons, at a llake. The ftreetsand fquares .of jyloor-
fhedabad rpfounded with their clamours. Not a,

' few gxpired in agonies yndpr the Jafli. Others*.  J
driven to defpair, abandoned the country, in quety
pf,that, lenity abroad which.they pould no Ipnger
enjoy at home. Thofp .who furvived thp.rod of
ppprefljop and .remained, W?re deprived of their
all, and yaft trails pf the moll fertile J.and in the

- world inftandy became.waftp. It was at the fame
time ftrenuoufly urged, that the revenues of the
Company ought to fuller np diminution, nptwithr.
Handing the jncrpaling poverty and d?P°P01atipn
cf the country. . ..

Thc.fyfteni of commerce and regulation efta- '
filifhed by the feleft committee, under the govern?
jnent pf Lord Clive, united thp.Company’s fcr- f



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. '

wants, and all their various creatures in the coun- ’
try diftriCts, in one black, bloody, and indiffolubje

^flbciation againft the inhabitants, Their agents
. for managing the inland trade repaired without

delay, to their refpeflive fituations. The deputies ‘
of, merchants, .who were foldiers and conquerors
at the fame time, feized, at one broke, on all
tfre necefTari.es of life. This daring and mifchiev-. ’
ou$ monopoly, gave them an immediate and full
command of the natives, who were without remedy
or appeal, as the ftme fet of men who formed the
plan, and carried it into execution, were fovereignj
of tjie country. Salt, beetle-nut, and tobacco,
Were dealt out for. money in .the firft inftance, af­
terwards for goods, and then for almoQ every fpe?
pies of property which could be realized. The '
cruelties exerted in extorting tlye inyeftments frop)
the manufacturers, were fp exjquifite and intoler­
able, efpecially among thofe in. the filk bufinels,
that individuals have been known to cut off their
thumbs, and otherwife mangle and mutilate them­
selves, that they might not be compelled to a fpe?
pies of labour which expofed them to fo much in?
convenience and diftrefs. . . ..

The government of Bengal had now. to furnilh
a tribute to the king, a falary to-the nabob, .and a
reyenue to the company. The taxes of every kind
Were, therefore, demanded by the-agents of, the
treafury. with more than ufual eagernefs. The
nabob, unable to yield protection to his haplcfs
fubjeCis,- -was, rrotwithftanding, importuned from
morning till night with their numerous complaints.
:.? • Thofe

necefTari.es
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Thofe only who poffeffed the power to reftrain,
.connived at opprcflion; The projectors of thefe

. violent meafurcs were Satisfied that the evil did not
fcxift among them, and winked at the crimes of
petty offenders, that their refentment might fall
the heavier on more elevated and exemplary de-

- linquents. And the ruthlefs pillager of villages and
farms, cither purchafcd his impunity, by dividing

. the fpoil with his fupcriors, or fell a victim to the
power he abufed, and was himfelf plundered, with
as little mercy as he had flietih to others. The
fervants of the Company fet out upon the plan of
Accumulating fortunes only by proxy but no
Tooner was it apparent that oppreffion had nothing
to fear from juftice, than they aClcd without dif-
guife, and became open oftenfible principals in
violence and rapacity.

,, - One of the molt powerful principles to the ope*
ration of. which we owe our prolperity in that un­
fortunate country, was, the good opinion generally
entertained by the natives of the fairnefs and im-
partiality'of our laws.' ; They naturally contrafted

. the privileges of Englishmen, under a free confti-
tution, with their own hereditary vaflalage and de­
pendence. They heard, with admiration and ap-
plaufc, that the Britifli government proteClcd every
individual in all his peffonal and relative rights;
that neither the prince, his nobles, or his fqldiers
of . any denomination whatever, could wreft any
part of his property from him ; that men in all cafes
were judged by their equals; and that the rank of
the aggrcflbr, inftqad of entitling him to exempt* 00*

. - only.
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pnly railed him to exemplary punilhment. There

, impreflions difpofed great numbers'of the natives
to favour, and in many inftances to facilitate out-
territorial.acquifitions. With hopes of changing
for the better, they rejoiced at our profpefity, and
imagined the introdu&ion of our laws and cuttoms
would certainly follow pup power. They were
foon, howevpr, and fatally undeceived. The mo­
ment we got pofleflion of the government, orders
'were ilfued thabdeafes and civil contracts were all
to be made void on a day; that a few perfons only,
known to be generals in the army, impofed duties
on neccfi’aries, to one third of their value; and
■that their new matters had taken, things of daily
ufe into their own hands, to fell as they pleafed.

But what refourccs were adequate to the avidity
of avarice. The certainty, the eafe, and the rapi­
dity. of making fortunes, are all objetfs of feparate

‘cohfideratipn with adventurers. The- fervants of
the Company, anxious to return in fplendour to
their native country, deemed, all thefe modes of

•enriching' thernfelves tedious and unfatisfaClory.
The numerous monopolies eftabliflied in their fa-
'vour were ftill difproportionate to their expefta-
'tions. Their next expedient was therefore to col-
Teft the rice into ftores of magazines. Aware that
the Gentoos would rather die than violate the pre­
cepts of their religion by eating' flefh, they were
fure of receiving what price they pleafed for a

■pommodity thus eflential to exittence. The inha­
bitants faw the fituation to which they were redu- >

‘ cod with grief and horror, i Farmers finding their
' ' props
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crops at the difpqfal .of others, .cultivated theijr
farms with indifference. - This produced fcarcity,
.and circumfcribed the monopoly. The people,
lived on roots, and food to which they had not
been accuftom.ed. Sicknefs and epidemical, com­
plaints of various kinds every where prevailed,

. -'and converted the whole country into one prodi­
gious hpfpital. Prbvifions increafed in value in

. ' proportion as they diminifhed in quantity.-K The
laborious ■ poor, whole circumflahces are always
fulhciently hard, were the firfl. wliofe fituation ex-
pofedthemto th.efe accumulated diflreffes. Many
.died before any fuftcnance could be obtained or
adminiftered. And ip fome diftrifls the living

, were fo debilitated by difeafe and want, that thp
jdcad were even fullered to .remain unburje,d. -

All this, however, was but the beginning of mi-
fery. The ^retched inhabitants of Bengal feem
.only to have furvived the fcourge of defpotifin,
that the wrath .of heaven might fw.eep them to de-
ftruflipn in multitudes. Such is the fertility of th,e
foil, and fo genial the climate of this, country, that
eycry year is bleffed with two crops. Their littje
barvefl, which .confifls p.f fmall grain, happens ip
April; aud their great .one, confiding folely <?f
rice, happens in O&ober. Thefe different pro-
duElions are pwing to the-rains, which generally
commence in Augu.ft, aud continue nearly three
months. By a li.ro.ng drought, which exhaufted
the fields of moifture, and converted the moll ir-
riguous plains into-fandy deferts, there was a fail­
ure in the great harveft of' iy6^, and in the little

' ’ • . .one
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due of 1770. And fo general and extenfive was
this failure, that notwithstanding a very confider-t
able growth of rice on the higher grounds, the ag­
gregate produce was by no means'adequate to the
confumption of the natives. ■' /

Famine tyas no uncommon calamity in this im­
provident country; but the ravage fpirit of mono­
poly co-operating with the hoflile elements, occa­
sioned fuch fcencs of exquifite anxiety and horror.
as were even new to Indians. Tri every age and
nation there are individuals attrocidus enough to
improve the public ruin to their own emolument.
It was unfortunately not the lot of Bengal to be
under the dircflion of men at that time diftinguiSh-:
cd by their humanity. The feafon prognoflicated
•an approaching dearth, and the agents of the pre­
sidency, in their fubordinate-faftories, fuperinten-d-
ing the cuftoms dr managing the provincial reve­
nues, were, in confequence of their refpeflivd
•Situations, as early and affiduous as pofEble in the
purchafe of rice. The profits in. this odious and
flagitious traffic were fo enormous and immediate,
that ar gentleman Rationed -at the court of the na­
bob, who before this memorable period was known
to be utterly without property, inftantly after the
famine, is faid to have tranfmitted about Sixty
thoufand pounds to Europe..

The black merchants- depofited all the rice they
'could buy from the Engliffi in the granaries about
Calcutta, where it was parcelled oiu to the in habi­
tants in the fmalleft quantities, and where, in con­
fequence of a dreadful Sire which happened in ti.e

months
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'months of April and May, mod of it was derfroy-'
ed. This frcfli calamity was.a new advantage to'
the monopoly, as the value of what remained was­
hy that means coniiderably enhanced. Complaints
the moft refpedful, the moft fubmiflive, and at the
fame time the moft affe&ing and urgent, were dai­
ly reiterated at the Durbar and the -Prefidcncy.—•
But the into reft of the aggreffors was too power-

-ful, both in the one and the other, to be fhaken
by the feeble voice of fuff’ering innocence. The
nabob had no influence but what was defived-from’
the board, and the board, wherever a contefttook
place between their emiflaries and the natives, were
biafled by a thoufand confiderations to give judge­
ment’without any regard to humanity or impar­
tiality.- .■ ,

While many of the Englifli beheld with admin­
ration and forrow the relentlcfs fufferings of the
patient Indians, the council at Calcutta-were rou-
zed. from their indolence by the critical fituation

. into which thefe melancholy circumftances had
plunged them.. They fent into all the various dif-
tritls under their government, to purchafe what-

■ ever rice could be found on the Company's ac--
count, and even feized the cargoes on the river.
This they publickly retailed, at the rate of between
fifteen and twenty pounds for a rupee. Their'
principal attention, however, was to the preferva-
tion of their own workmen at the fortifications,-
which were then conftruEling. And it was not
without fome difficulty that the bazers or markets
were furniflied with a few-maunds, or quantities

which
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which mcafure about eighty pounds, to anfwer in ' '
part the urgent demands of the inhabitants; The
nabob and feveral omrahs about his court, as well
as other wealthy families in Moorfhedabad, difplay-
ed the mod humane and princely munificence, by
diftributing rice to the needy gratis, until their re- '
fpeftive granaries were exhaufled. '

No fooner were thefe liberal refources at an end'
than the natives poured down upon Calcutta in
prodigious and refifllefs multitudes. The ftreets
were inllantaneoufly covered and incommoded, • *
and all the lanes and avenues which lead to thq
palaces of the wealthy glutted by fwarms of fa-
milhed Indians, who, writhing in the agonies of
Want and dcfpair, imputed all their miferies to
avarice, and imprecated with ■ their laft breath a. ' • . • •
deluge of curfes on the heads of their murderers’. • I

In vain were the doors of .the rich and power­
ful barricadoed and protected againft the fliockirig;
unceremonious intrufion of ftarving men, by guards
of armed fipoys. The powerful requifitions of na­
ture put an end, for the prefent, to all the exterior
forms of decency. Every new fpace was explored,
poffeffed, and defended, with an anxiety propor­
tionate to the hopes of life, or alleviation which it
afforded. And wretches grappling with hunger
and difeafe, and even calling upon death for that
relief which no other power would bellow, were
not to be intimidated by the fpear or the bay­
onet.
••.All over the city, and in the adjaccpt villages
and plains, promifeubus crouds bending double,

. •' . with
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- with their Stomachs contracted to their back-bones^'
Were feen fainting and Struggling’ under a preffure
of intolerable anguiSh, quietly relinquishing a life?
thus imbittered by forrow, fupplicatihg every pafi

• fenger to have mercy upon them, lifting up their
fad and languishing eyes to Heaven in defpon-
dency, exerting their laft remains of Strength, in
toothing whom they were not able to fave, or ex­
hibiting all the various expreSTions of human paf-
fion, in a condition the moll aSfliCtihg that can be
conceived. The'whole country ecchoed with the
groans, and teemed with the fpeCtres of thofe who
were ready to die. The cottages; the villages,
and even many of the market and manufacturing
towns, unable to fuftain their inhabitants, were dc-

> ferted and made defolate. Famine drove them
from their homes in Shoals, like Sheep to the
Slaughter. The fields, the roads, and all places of.
public intcrcourfe, prefented the eye with nothing
but groups-of thefe forlorn creatures, pale, meagre,
emaciated, and ghallly. Some abtolutcly worn out
with want and fatigue, here and there dropt down, and
Stretched themfeives at full length, in expeClatioir
of immediate diifolution. Others fcarce able to drag
their bodies from place to place,-'were yet wan­
dering up and down in a State of mournful Stupi­
dity, regardlefs where they went or what they cnJ
dured.

It is bard to fay, whether that earncSt and pain­
ful anxiety with which the young and the aCtivc
fcrambled for the boon prefented by the hand of
humanity, or that willful look which accompanied

’ the 
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ftie dirappointment of the aged and the impotent,
were moft affecting. Multitudes flocked around
hvery white man who approached them; and not-
Withftanding their timid minds and meek manners;
in piteous Or frantic accents implored his fympathy
dr urged his afliftarice. In thefe difaftrou's cir-

> cumftances,- and among the far greater number, all
relative duties were for the time fufpended. Indi- f
viduats, chiefly ehgrofied by their own wants, were
utterly incapable of attention to thofe of others.
Children defcrted their parents, and even mothers
their infants, who were obferved in great numbers
expiring on the bread; while many; who furvived
the authors of their beings, Rill citing with deadly
Cagernefs to thofe clay-cold bofoms which formerly

’ afforded theft*  wa'fmtn and nburilhmCnt.
There was hot a corner in the city, or any lurk­

ing-place in the > vicinity of Calcutta, where .the
living, the-dying, and the dead, were not mingled
br heaped together in melancholy confufton.. It
Was impodible to ffir abroad on Bufmefs or recrea­
tion, where thefe offenfive and mortifying affocia-
tions wefe not in the way. The daily employ­
ment of hundreds was to remove the dead in pro-.
portion’ as they Became a nuifahce to the living.’
Thefe . in cart-foads,. and without any funeral .or
religious obfcquie^; were promifeuoufly plunged in­
to the river. f .

By this increafing and prodigious mortality,not-
Withftanding the moll coiVflant attentions to decen-
cy and cleanlinefs, the town and fuburbs were fo
much infefted, that, from the raging heat of the.
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weather, the foul congregation of vapours which
inceflantly afcended from the unburied dead,‘ and

' ' the torid or intemperate ftate of the atmofphere, a
peftilential influenza was generally and ferioufly
apprehended. Fortunately an extraordinary flock
of carnivorous birds, animals, and vermin, were
allured from their faltnelfes and their folitudes by *
the putrefaction of the feene.: The water of the
Ganges become lothfome and corrupt from the
loads of dead bodies which it daily received. Pork;
geefe, ducks, and every fpecies of provifion, fat­
tened by fubftances thus grofs and abhorrent, were
avoided as poifonous. The fifli in the river were
noxious, and even fometimes fatal to thofe who
'eat them. Mutton, which could hardly be obtain-
cd at any price, became the only food which could

■ • be enjoyed with fafety or fatisfadion. " ' r ' .
■' Difeafes jevery where broke out, and multiplied
in proportion to the violence with which the famine ,

•raged. Many whom’plenty exempted from the
'cxquifite pangs of want, natives’as well as foreign­
ers, unable to fupport their fpirits under the in-

’ 'creating preffure occationed by fuch an awful co-
'incidence-of afflicting circumftances, were'literally
the martyrs of their own apprehenfions. No. lan­
guage can fufficiently exhibit the fudden and uni-

' verfal dcilrutlion produced by the ravages of thefc
calamities. It was as if England, in the courfcof
a few weeks, fliould lofe one half of her inhabi­

tants. Above three millions of people arc faid 10
have then pcrifhed for want of tuftenance!
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; This famine is an epoch in the hiftory of Bengal
which fhall perpetuate,- while the world lads, the
finifter genius of mercantile policy, and record, be- •
yond the ravages of time, to what a ihocking ex-
cefs the outrages of avarice have been extended
againd all that is mod facred and inviolable in the
rights of humanity! What mud be the feelings of
thofe monitors in whofc fordid adventure this me­
morable cataftrophe originated ? Who would pur­
chafe even the Indies at the Ihocking expence of
being thus haunted through life,, by the ghofts of
murdered millions! .

It might Haye been expected that, government;,
to alleviate the confequcnces of fo general a mis-
fortune,- would have adopted, with a promptitude
ftiited to the occafion, fome flrong and fpirited
meafurcs; that thofe whofe fpeculations had contri-

. buted to enhance the price or diminifli the quanti­
ty.of provifions, would have been called to a ftriEt
account,- that an immediate dop would have been
put to' the prodigious and avowed exports of pri­
vate dealers; that the dedination of the Compa­
ny's ihips would have been changed, and the neigh­
bouring- fcas traverfed in fearch of fullenance; and
that earned application would have been made to •
all the-countries, in India for whatever fupplies
could have been procured under the prcllufeof fo
.public an exigence. ,, But indead of thefelaudable
and urgent exertions, we are only informed of the
following order for ftoppages to be made out of
certain itipends on account of the famine. *

♦ See Bcneal Selctl Confutations Of May 28, 1770.
C - ‘ K .2 J •
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“ It appearing to the Committee highly nccef-
“ faryand rcafonable that the tribute llipends,
“ and all extraordinary ifiues whatever, Ihould
“give place to the more urgent calls of govern-
“ ment, refolved, That Mr. Beecher, refident at
“ the Durbar, be - directed to with-hold at leaft

thirty lacks from the tribute and other allowan-
,f ccs, between this period and the 17th of OHo-
“ ber, fo that the receipts and dilburfements may
“ have fome proportion to each other: That he be
f< informed, with the afliftance of this referved fum,
“ we expert he will continue to pay the troops,

-<r garrifon, and all other charges of his depart­
ement, the civil and military charges of the pre-
<c fidency being the utmoft .which can be defrayed
“ from the treafury at Calcutta." .Jr <

Thcfc orders were accordingly tranfinitted in a
letter to the refident,- and from fueh a dreadful viA
fitation of the Almighty, it was natural to hope
that the cuftomary modes of oppreffion Ihould at

• leaft. for a little be fufpended. In fome places, in­
deed, the zemindars and farmers- were excufed a
few rupees on account of the drought; but the
wretched ryots; who managed at once the agri­
culture and manufafture of the country; were re­
manded to their talks with the ufual feverity, and
peremptorily required to accomplilh the fame la­
bour, withdut any additional emolument; to culti­
vate the premifes of their annual mailers, while
their own continued waftc; to become filk-winders,
fpinners and weavers, and to yi#ld their goods at
an arbitrary price ’
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In other places,, the cruel extortion by forfei­
ture was ftill exafled with all its concomitant cir- '
cumftances of rapacious violence. Thofe fines . ' •
were even farmed as part of the rent-roll, and prox
ved an infuperable bar to induftry, by decafion- - •
ing that appearance of poverty which the inhabi­
tants of the diftrifls fo generally affefled, as fome
degree of fecurity from the avarice of office, and
thus preventing fuch as had money from an open
and liberal expenditure. The perfon who receiv- .
ed the fine was himfelf judge of the delinquency, ’ ”
and- the degree of the penalty to be inflifted, *.•_
which was always levied, not according to the na- . - < j
ture of the guilt, but the circumftances of the , '
•guilty. Theft , and murder were compounded at „ _ >
the rate of four .or-five rupees, while fornication
and witchcraft were puniffied by as many thou-
fands. Accufations, which in other countries arc .

. . -jufually confined to the aged and-impotent, in Ben­
gal generally fell'on the rich and fubftantial. „ ■ ■

Notwithftanding the inordinate intereft. of money,
the fyftematic impofition praflifed by. all concerned • tr­
ip railing the duties, .and every other fpecies of op- . *..•

•preffion which fo remarkably diftinguiffied the va­
rious operations within the revenue department, the
•wrongs of the inhabitants ^vere Hill unredrefied.
J\Tot all the fuffcrings they had endured from the
utmoft feyeritics of nature and art, could foften or
humanize their hard-hearted mailers. Though

« the Company received for the fpacc of ten years
an annual revenue of a million and a half ftcrling ,
from Bengal; though over and abpvc that cnor-

. K a - ' mo’4S ’
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xnous fum this pillaged country had afforded in the
fame fpace of time, upwards of nine millions to
them and their fervants; though the refourccs
which had furniflied all this treafure by-wars, re­
volutions, and exaflions of the molt deftruflive
tendency, were obvioully impoverifhed; though the
inhabitants faw no end to the demands of their con­
querors, or any poflibility of refilling the art and
force with which thefe demands were, made;
though, in confequpnce of all their accumulated
miferies,' they were reduced to defpair, and milli- ,
ons devoured by famine, or facrificed at the ruth-
lefs ffirine of rapacity, the Direflors^ in their ge-

■neral letter, of April, 1771, coolly obferve, that
even this was “ a time when every poffible mea?

- <f fare fhould be adopted for availing themfelves
* of all the advantages which they had in' pro-

« fpefl from the poffeffion of tire Dewannee.” • •
’ Notwithftanding all the variety of calamities

which their iniquitous mcafures had brought upon
the populous and flourilhing provinces of Bengal,
which, in the fhort fpace of ten years, had. realiz­
ed to them and their numerous agents above twen-
ty-four millions llerling, and which, in the fame .
time,’ by famine and the peftilencc, had alfo loft
whatever efcaped the ravages of war and opprcffion;
from a country involved in miferies of fuch a mag­
nitude and extent, a company of Britilh merchants
naturally and deliberately exprefs the moft ardent
defire of deriving further emolument! Of all the
tyrannies which, from time to time, have infulted
the feelings, and trampled on the rights of men,

• ° thofc
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thofe of a commercial government have proved

■the moft barbarous and implacable. We.may as,
rationally, expeft the moft genial and delicious fruits
of Afia in the coldeft climates, as that a.genius,
equal to the liberal exercife of fovereignty, fhould
fpring from a counting-houfe. -The great and com­
plicated machinery of political fyftems depend hot
for the fuccefs or ultimate perfection of its multi­
farious operations on fubtile maxims of traffic, or
the rigid rules of arithmetic.j.

From the war with Coffim Ally Cawn, and that
powerful confederacy who efpoufed his intereft,
the military on the Bengal- eftabliffimerit had b,een

. employed on no aflive fervice of material confc-
quence to the general affairs of the Company. A ‘
qonfpiracy among the Englifli officers in the three.
brigades under the command of Lord Clive, while,
governor and prefident pf-the council, is the only-
important tranfaClion in which, for a period of fe-. ' ■

■' veral years, they were diftinguiflied. .<• .;" y >
To render the Company's revenue efficient, an.

abatement in the various charges incurred by the;
‘ fcttlement of thefc lucrative provinces became - ■1

every -day more and more indifpenfible. • The. -
gentlemen in the army, aware of their own confe-
quence in the fervicc,- .and deeming their.fliare in-
the reform by much the" heavieft, agreed among
themfclves to unite in a body, and aflert their own

■ intereft. Immemorial ufagc entitled them to an •
extraordinary allowance called double liattu, while

■ on field duty. ■ • This additional pay being not /
. thoughtncccffary under a pcacc-eliabliffimcnt, vas

> . : J. K-4 -ordered
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ordered to be with-held. The order announcing
the retrenchment was received with a fpecious ac-

. quiefcence, the better to difguife the fentiment
^nd cover the defign it occafioned. * It was at the-
fame time felt through the whole army with a mix-.;.
Jure of the moft ferious mortification and rgfent-
jnent. .Confultations were, ponfequently held jt;
every battailion, • and a general correfpondcnce ..
eftabliffied among all fubordinate Britifh officers iq :i;

,-.4 % the Company’s fervice. They conceived them-v
. felves infulted by a meafiire, which rendered then; ....

■ J only the inftrurrientsof weaith and aggrandifemenj •
, _ Jo others, and thought the profeffion degraded by

its fubje&ion to the little ploding manoeuvres of.a
' piercantile hoard. It was therefore their unani-*'

. ’ - ^nous refolution to refign their commiffions all in '
■. <pie day, rather than fubmit to an arrangement, or < •

connive with a circumftance which .every man re-
yardedas diffionourable. ;1

/ 'Ijiis extraordinary combination was planned ; •
with fagacity, and carried on with infinite fpirit.

.and addrefs. It tranfpired, however, by. one of.
jhofe trivial accidents which no penetration can z f

• |brefee or prevent, and which often defeats the ^eft-
formed defigns. 'A drunken quarrel divulged the >i; *

• plot and expqfed the confpirators, only a few weeks
prior to the day of general refignation. Lord Clive..
haftened to the cantonemcnts where, the .danger
was moft imminent, and where he found fufficicnt- -
employment for all his charaBeriflic firmnefs and.
management. Sir Robert Barker, Colonel Richard •
Smith, and Sir Robert Fletcher, commanded at- -

• thijtz • • . . ' - - t 7.
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that time the refpeQ.ive brigades. Their exertions '
jn concert with thofe of his Lordlhip and General '
Carnac, faved the Company, by recovering the -
discipline of its forces/and reducing them to a Rate.
of permanent fubordination to the civil power. ' • ■

This had undoubtedly been one great and pri­
mary objcft of Lord' Clive’s government.?. And ‘
no man had a more thorough acquanitance with.
^he ambitious views of victorious troops, the influ-
.encc derived from tlieir fituation, and the enor-‘;
mous’ fortunes which diofe efpecially in- command
were in the habit of accumulating. The Company ~
and the nation at large were highly incenfed by *
(the perpetration of fuch unexampled tragedies as -
had refulted from the confpiracy mitigated by his
Lordihip, his perfidious breach of a moft folemn
goaty with tire lawful'■fovereign of the country/' '•
his authenticating an impofture by forging the name ;
of a Britifh admiral, together with the depofition " :
and murder of Surajah Dowlah, and a variety of
.other foul tranfacliony. Thefe were, the abufes of
an army afling independent of civil authority. The
precedent was awful and menacing. Few com-
manders in chief could carry into the field the po- ‘
litics, the enterprife, or the ability of Lord Clive,
but the critical pofturc of affairs in Bengal at that
-period, rendered it more neceifary than ever, that
all military-operations fhould, for the future, be
under the controul of the Council Board-

No fyftem could more effectually realize and
fubftantiate the profperity of the Company, than
that which was grafted on the fuppreflion of a mu«
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tiny, which threatened the entire fubverfion of all
. .our acquifitions in India.-: This aulpicious fubor-
dination has been Readily purfued and maintained
by every fucceeding government, ' From this mo-
ment the troops were feparated into fmall cantoned
ments, and diffributed into all the country provin-

• . ees and dependencies/where they have remained
ever fmee almoft Rationary;' The people in the

< feveral villages and diRrifts are confequently kept
in awe by the prefence of a force which they can­
not re{jR, the revenues are every where, collected,
and the inveRments provided at the point of the
bayonnet;-.internal regulations are introduced and
preferved, and the frontiers of our poffeflions fe-
curcly.prote.&ed .againR the vigorous and artful in- .
curfions .of all our'preditary neighbours.The

' country, it muft be acknowledged, .by this fyRem,
was Rill in.fome degree under military execution, -
as.being notlefs than ever expofed to all. thd out-.
rages of a licentious foldiery./ More temperance
and moderation were however to be expefted from
the general deportment of the army by transfer-

" ring the fefponfibility of its Operations from the
commanders in chief to the members of the coun­
cil, as it then equally became the intcreR of both.
to avoid profecuting fchemes of rapacity, by die
fuccefs of which neither of them could be gainers.

' : Such was the embarraffment of therCompanys
affairs towards the end of 1771, when from cXr,

• tremc mifmanagement both at home and abroad,
it appeared upon an impartial inveRigation, they
were upwards of two millions in debt. Thus critically

• • • •. circum- .
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circumftanccd, ^Mr. Cartier, who was then prefl-
dent of the council, drew bills on the Company,
for which he-was feverely cenfured, and with fe-

’ veral members of the board abruptly difmiffed the
- fervice.' ; <"

Mr. Haftitigs was immediately called from the
prcfidericy of Madras to the government of Ben­
gal. His reputation for talents and integrity en­
titled him to this di [tin Elion. And the reader can -
have no objection to as much intelligence as has
yet tranfpired of an.individual,.who, for fo many
years, has been .the principal aElor in feenes which
have deeply arrefted the attention'of all mankind,
whofe character and conduEl have occaConed- the .

• profoundeft fpeculations; in the general maxims of •
whofe politics numerous factions have originated,
and whofe.enemies and abettors,-with an ardour
and ability nearly equal, have fo frequently ar­
raigned and defended him. . ."
- His parentage,- though not fplcndid, • is' refpeEl-
able. - He is faid to. be. descended from one of the
nobleft.families in the kingdom. . The education
which he received at Weftminfter School, Jrom
the attention of an able tutor*,  and chiefly his own
capacity and application, was eminently claffical
and polite. His faculties were manly and culti­
vated at the age of eighteen, when he was appoint-

■ ' cd a writer in the Company’s fervice at Bengal.
His firft objcEl, as foon as he arrived in India-, was

? to make himfelf matter of the Perfian arid Indof-

♦ Dr. Nichols.
' .... ‘ tan . -
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tan languages.:' And he was the firft Engliffiman
who accomplifhed this difficult undertaking with
any degree of accuracy. It facilitated his fuccefs
in every fubfequent purfuit, procured him the co*.
fidence of the natives, and fenfibly increafed his
merits in their eftimation. ■ Every office to which
he was advanced, every chara&er he fuftained,’
and every truft for which he became refponfible,
were uniformly difcharged with rigid and exem­
plary- fidelity. The eftablifhment of a fafibry in.
the interior parts of the country, was committed
to his care.- The project was abortive, but he ac­
quitted himfelf with honour. Among all the Bri-’.

,tifh youth who followed the fortunes of Lord Clive,
in griping at the fovreignty of Bengal, he was the
only pcrfon qualified for fupporting the dignity of
refident minifies at the court of Meer Jaffier.—- -
The fmalleft impropriety in managing the delicate
and important bufinefs of this interefting ftation
was never laid to his charge. Fpr though he en?
joyed a place for years, which, to fojne of his.fuc-
cefibrs, has’ been deemed equal at leaft to one
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds annually, and
at a time when Lord Clive, according to his own
account,’realized nearly a million of money, on
Mr. Haftings’s return jto Europe with his friend
Vanfittart, while others, who had occupied very in?
ferior fiations, realized and brought home fortunes
from a hundred to five hundred thoufand pounds;
his was faid not to exceed fifteen thoufand.—<
Happy had it been for him, perhaps for the
natives of Indoftan, affurcdly for many of his con­
temporaries in England, had he never deviated

‘..from



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.' t4i

from this obvious reElitudc, or adopted a line of con­
duct more obnoxious tocenfure or mifconftruQion.

He was not long in London when his philologi­
cal acquirements, and an exquifite tafte which he
foon difeovered for poetry and the fine arts, intro-,
duced him to the acquaintance of thofe who had •
moft distinguished themfelves as men of fcience
and ability. He was intimate with that club of
wits among whom Dr. Samuel Johnfon, of claflical
memory, prefided; and formed, in concert with that . /
great man and others, the defign of establishing a . /
clafs in the university of Oxford, for teaching the
Perfian language. No man could be better fitted » /
for the direction of fuch .an institution, which how-,
everVas defeated by his appointment in 1769, to be

. Second in counci} at Madras, with no very remote -
profpeEl of fucceeding to the chair in that prefi- ’ ,

- dency. He continued in this place till February
.177^, when the Directors, apprifed of his abilities,- ■ ••
_xmd confiding in his worth, named him to the go-/ . • . '1 !
vernriient of Fort-William.
/. In this eminent.and arduous fituation, the fob- . •
tilty, the verfaility, and the foblimity of hismind,
had the ampleft range. On his acccflion to go-

• vernment, relaxation, anarchy, obliquity, every
where prevailed. The diftreSIes of the Company
accumulated with enormous rapidity. Though
bills were, drawn on the HircEtors for more than a
million Sterling, a bond-debt to a much larger a-
mount due to individuals in Bengal, was Shill un­
discharged. The expence and dilburfement of • ,
the, Company at. that time actually exceeded thitir ,
/ ’ . • * ,. income- -
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income. ’ The revenues Xverc embezzled in the
colleflion, the payments of. the zimindars were re­
tarded by a collufion with the cutcherry or rent
office, the army in various parts were fpreading op4
preffion and terror over all the provinces, the
courts of juftice were invading the rights of the
harmlefs and. impotent, under the covert of a legal

' pfocefs, difeontent univerfally affirmed a gloomy
and foreboding filence, monopoly -fufpended the
natural operation of commerce,-peculation.more
or lefs afte&ed .the whole fyftem of civil arrange­
ment, and profufion pervaded every department of-.
the public expenditure. ; ... ... ... > ? '

The regulations which. Mr. Haftings adopted/
under this ruinous ftate of things, notwithftanding
.the infinite prejudices which opp^fed his exertions, w
.were as immediate as they feemed indifpenfiblc.—
■He retrenched the exceffive civil charges in Cal- '
.cutta, aboliflred all unneceffiary. appointments, and
fuppreffied, both by precept- and example,- that
profligate fpirit of extravagance and diflipation
which had feized and pervaded all orders of men.
The face of affairs acknowledged the hand of a re­
former in lefs than a month. Government in-

• ftantly affirmed.a new and more dccifive mode of
exertion. Her refolutions were carried into ef­
fect with vigour and promptitude-; and in propor­
tion as fhc affected her dignity with firmnefs and

.fim/licity, her credit and rcfpcElability revived.
The Company had now determined to {land

forth as dewanec of the provinces, through the
agency of their own fervants. The Directors an-

- nounccd
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nounccd this intention in their general letter, .but
• neither fuggeftcd any fyftem, nor fupcrfedcd any

prior orders which might defeat a new arrange­
ment, Mr. Raftings perceived the difficulty, but ■
it did not prevent his endeavours to realize the
wiffies of his employers. And here a field was • * • /

.opened worthy of all that active-and enterprizing-
. genius which has hitherto diftinguiflied his con­

duct. Nor did he hefitate to enter with his ufual >
ardour into an accurate development of whatever '•
relates to the complicated fccncs of finance and ' ' '
jurifprudence. •*.. '

It is impoffible to go into the detail of fuch a
laboured variety of inftitutions, as originated in
his vigilant attention to every branch of the fer- ’•
vice. A committee of circuit were inftantly ap- - ' - /
pointed to make the tour of the ffcvcral provinces - • • *

■ and out diftrifils. It confifted of the prefident, at- • - • j
•tended by four members of the board. They
.proceeded to Murfhedabad, the refidence, of the
-nabob, and the native officers of government, ' .
where they inveftigated the ftate of. the revenues,
.reduced the expences of collefiling them, and efta-
bliflied provincial courts of juftice for preventing ( *

.thofe acts of oppreffion and arbitrary power, which '
had proved fo prejudicial both to the country and
the Company. - . •

By thefe fubftantial arrangements the whole fic- (
titious apparatus of a native adminiftration was in- . k

--.ftantly and effieaually diftblvcd. The form af an-
‘thority had fo long fubfifted without the fpnit,
the plot was nowuniverfally difeoveredand defpifed.
The utility and popularity of political fraud*  are

co-
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„ co-cxiftent. The nabob was known to be a cipher;
and a captive in the cuftody of Mahommcd Reza,
who aEted the double but natural part of being the
Have of the Engliffi, and tyrant of his country- '
men. He was therefore difmiffied from the office
of Naib Duan for the territories of Bengal and
Shitabroy, from a fimilar fituation in thofe of Ba­
har, together with every perfon employed by them,
connected with them, or under their influence, in

. colIeEling the revenues. This material alteration
in- the great machinery of government, was -for­
mally proclaimed at Murffiedabad and Patna.—
The chief and council in both places were confe-
quently charged with the care of finance in the fe-
veral diftriEls under their refpcEtive jurifdiEtion,
until fome regular eftabliffiment could be effeEled.
The nabob and his fubjeEis were delivered from
the rapacity and intrigues of a tyrant, whofe outJ
rages excited the hatred and execration of the fpe-
cies. Muny Begum, not the mother of the nabob/-
though of fuperior rank in the Haram, but a perfon
of plebeian extraction, of intriguing character and

• low manners, was immediately appointed the guar­
dian of his minority, and to tranfaElin his {lead the
political concerns of the fircar or government, and
Rajah Goodrafs, fon of Mahah Rajah Nuncomar,
became Duan of the nabob’s houfehold- Eftabliffi-
ments obvioufly intended to demonftrate in thecyei
of all Indoftan, the abfolute infignificance and de­
gradation of the nabob’s family, as contralled with
the real and affiimed fovereignty of the Engliffi.

The fame indefatigable pcrfevcrance in the great
bufinefs of a. thorough reform, diferiminated the

Govcr-*
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governor’s return to the presidency, which had
marked his circuit in the provinces. . The odium.
of his countrymen was for the prefent at leaft over­
borne by the grateful acknowledgments of the na­
tives, who every where hailed him as their Saviour,
and piflured in their1 fond imaginations an imme­
diate emancipation from all their fullerings and lla-
very. His meafures promifcd at leaft no very- dif-
tant redrefs to the numerous wrongs they endured
under former cftablilhments, and had an afpcClnot
lefs friendly to the government than the SubjeCl.—
He modelled a-new’the. Several public offices, and
appointed to each its Separate and independent bu-’
fineSs. The infinite Swarms of collectors, and every
other deScription of individuals retained in the
multifarious department of revenue, were preclude
ed, by pofitive orders, from exceeding their re-
fpeCiive and Specific powers. . The general office
where thefe matters were finally adjufted/ was re-
moved from Moorfhcdabad to Calcutta, and all
the branches of finance brought immediately- be-;
fore the council. A board of infpcClion was at
the fame time inftituted for the contr'oul of the
public expenditure. •

The military operations could not be overlook-*'
ed, under an adminift ration thus aCtivc and enter-
prifing. All tlieir meafures originated from the
preflure of thofc accumulated exigencies to which
the Company’s Iffairs,- bpth at home and abroad.
Were then reduced. EttcClual relief was anxioully
^xpeCled from the induftry, the abilities, and the
virtues- of the new prcfidcncy, whoy equally folici-

t , ' toys • 
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tons on their part to anfwcr the intention of their
appointment, grappled fucecfsfully with the diffi-

• .Guides of their fituation, by improving to- the ut-
moft all the refources in their power. - ;

The Marrattos, early in 1772, invaded the Ro-
hilla country, which, after a fhort but ineffectual'
ftruggle, at Sukkertall; was abandoned to their
mercy. . Sujah ul Dowlah, alarmed by this formi­
dable incurlion,.. on territories fo nearly connected
with his own, folicited. aid of the Englilh, who
were then encamped at Denapore. A brigade im­
mediately direfled their march for the territories
of Chide.- An order of council, however, flop­
ped them at Benares. It was then the’Rohilla
chiefs agreed to> pay the vizir forty lacks-of rupees,
to proteft them againft the Marrattos.- But the
approach of the rainy feafon foon cleared Rohil-
eund of the enemy. The vizir, notwithftanding
his influence on this, event is eftabliflied by no
facts on record,. inftantly put in. hi<5 claim for the
flipulated fum. Hafez Rahmet Cawn, who ma­
naged the negociation for his countrymen, did not-
at firft refute the validity of the debt, but evaded
payment probably in the expectation of convincing
the vizir, that the demand was premature, as the
bufincfs on which it was founded being accom-
plifhcd by accident, had fuperfeded thofe exer­
tions for which the engagement took place;- And
it was not till the chiefs \vere provoked by the vi­
zir’s importunity, that they boldly negatived his
plea. A point into which the wary and ambitious

fiihab



TRANSACT/on'S IN INDIA.' - {,$

fubah had,-by the whole of his conduct from firfl:
to laft, been anxious to enfnare or betray them.
• The ftrength and extent of the Marratto united
Hates are now pretty accurately known. They in*
habit the mountaneous wilds oflndoftan. Their
territories,- their armiesi and their .revenues are “
immenfe. They derive from the wifdom of their
political inftitutions,' tranquillity,- and doirfcftic
happinefs, in time of peace i from their fituation, ' *
their wealth, their habits, and their national-' ge­
nius, conduft and enterprize in War. Shaw Allu’m,-
or the great mogul, whofe anceftors had fubdued
the empire, was now connefled with this warlike
race by an aflignment. of the provinces Which he’
derived from the Englifh, in the treaty of Allaha*
bad. The prefidency anticipated all- the pemici-f
•ous effefts of this raih eonneflion.-. They confi-
dered fuchan alienation of the Company's-dona­
tion to his Majcftyr as a formal-breach of their
friendfh'ip on- his part. - They eonftrued his pro­
perty in the provinces-in-qneftion1 to depend en­
tirely on his perfonal pofleflion of them, but by no
means- to give him the right' of ceding them to ,
others. Refponfible to the vizir in feme meafure . .
for the defence of his dominions againft every at*
tack, the approximation of fuch holtile neighbours
menaced the tranquillity they expelled from the
pacific mcafures they wifhed to purfue. Otide was
the barrier of Bengal. It was their intereft to pro*
tec! the one for the fake of the other. The vizir’s
frontiers could not be expofed with fafety to their
own. The enemy’s cavalry would be enabled^

£2 * fa®
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from their fituation, to plunder and harrafs the
Company’s ally with „ impunity. Their mediant
depradations might even difpofe him, from timi­
dity, felfiflincfs, impotence or policy, to leave the
territories of the Company acccffible to the enemy.
For thefe rcafons, it was unanimoufly rdblved to "
take poirdfion of what his majelly, by this: mea-

' r ._ ; fure, had relinquilhed, and confequently prevent
v the Marrattos availing themfelves of the grant they

z . had obtained. '
. This forcible feizure of Corah and Kurrah was

I. intended to operate as an effectual check to all fui>
thcr connection or intereourfe with the emperor of
India. The Company were engaged by folemn

; . treaty-to pay him an yearly fublidy of twenty-fix
lacks of rupees for his grant of die Dewannee of
Bengal, Bahar and Orifla. But the moment they
afiumed this important office by the agency of their
own fervants, they formally and avowedly violated
the condition on which it was originally obtained. .
This important tranfaClion was referved for.the ad-’
miniftration of Mr. Mailings,and it happened, not
long fubfequent to his being nominated governor

- ; . ’ of Bengal. ''x - -.
Dazzled by the luftre of the imperial family#

; and anxious to refume a glory thus apparently ex-
tinguilhed, his Majcfty went to Dcbli, the metro-
polis of the empire, where he incurred a plenitude
of additional contempt, by the idle parade of a
coronation. This romantic attachment to-the emp­
ty pageantry of a royalty merely nominal, he ab-

*• furdly conceived might contribute to. realize h* s
. • -• ’ vietf*
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views or Wilhes of a more fubftlntial aggrandize­
ment. ’ It was a fcheme which had fo abfolutcly
engroffed his attention and dcfircs, that during his
whole connexion and corrcfpondence with the
Englifh; he conffantly urged them to afliil him in
putting it in execution. Yet no fooner was he en­
abled to gratify his ambition by thus vifiting the
refidence arid afeending the throne of his anceftors,
than it was eagerly interpreted a dirilcftionof their
friendfhip.' ...

In fad, he formed an alliance which they did
not approve, their treafury was exhaufted, and they.
were preffed with difficulties which appeared infu-
perable both in India and Europe. Thefc were
the reafons which induced them to with-hold the
price while they retained the purchafe. Becaufe
he was unfortunate, they were determined to be
unjuft.. .He might have refumed the Dewannee
on the fame principle which they urged as warrant­
ing them to detain his tribute. But it was his for­
tune to be weak, and theirs to be ftrong. In that
cafe, politics are feldom governed by equity; and
perhaps it were abfurd to expert a magnanimity in
Calcutta fo rarely to be found in any other part of
'the world. So that it was not unnatural in a power
which had already bereft his majefty of two hun- . ,
dred and twenty thoufand pounds a-ycar, to ufurp
■the diffritls in queftion for the fake of difpofing of
them to more advantage. c . a * '■ ' '■ ■

The vizir was apprehenfive the Marrattos would
endeavour to take poffeflion of their new territory
by the route of Rohilcund. Here the britifli ar-

L3 nl>’ ’ 
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ply were determined to difpute their clmm. The
firft brigade, confifting of one regiment of Euro­
peans, fix battalions of fipoys, and twenty pieces
of cannon, had therefore effected a junflion with

»  the troops of Sujah Dowlah and the Rohillas, and
advanced to the banks of the Ganges by forced
ynarches. = V ;

1 The Rohilla country north of the river was in?
eluded within the- line of operation prefcribed to
the General on this expedition. In confequence
of fuch a diferetionary latitude, the brigade pene-

i, trated as far as Kamgent. The Marrattos, who had
juft forded the river, re-crolfcd it with precipita­
tion on their appearance, were purfued and pre­
vented doing any other damage than merely burn?

v’ ing a few infignificant villages. The conduct of
the Rohillas on this occafion was undoubtedly equi­
vocal. The vizir deemed them perfidious, and was
perfuaded by their potions that they wilhed to have
aflifted the enemy. They did not join him until

, the allied army were prepared to ftorm their camp.
The Britilh general pronounced them to be the
moft treacherous of men,-and propofed that wc
fhould put the. vizir in poffeflion of their country.
The Marrattos hovered during the remainder of

• . ; the campaign in the neighbourhood of the camp,
without any effort to bring on another aftion, or
once daring to approach the borders of Corah.—-
And the troubles which arofe in their own proper
dominions recalled them before the letting in of
|he rains.' ' •

' from
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From, this moment Sujah Dowlah became the?
inveterate enemy of the Rohillas. Chagrined by - ’
their backwardnefs in literally fulfilling their en­
gagements, he conceived them as having now add­
ed treachery to evafion. He repeated his demand
of the forty lacks, but with no better .fuccefs,
though his title was no longer difputable. He had
even reafon to fufpefit a colufion between Hafez
Rhamet Cawn and the Marrattos. He accufed " •
him of. fecrctly encouraging and aiding them by
money. He dreaded their machinations againft
him. The Marrattos were his hereditary enemies, '/ •
and would grafp with eagernefs at any pretext for
involving him in war.And this would always be
in their power, while the Rohillas, by their fitua- .
tion, could fo eafily foment a quarrel betweenthem.
Thus circumftanced, the only, policy he had to
profecute was the conqueft of their country. It
was obvious, however, that the affiftance of the
Company’s troops was indifpenfible. And he re­
peatedly urged , their compliance with his wifhes „
in accomplifhing this favourite object, both to the ' -
general in perfon and the prefident by letters.
~ In confequence of thefe defignsf he carncftly r ’
prefied and obtained a meeting with Mr. Haftings
at Bcnaris, where a treaty was concluded with the - -
vizir on thefe terms: That the provinces of Corah
and Allahabad Ihould be ceded to him, on condi­
tion of his paying fifty lacks of rupees to the Com­
pany, twenty of which in ready money, and the
remainder in kequal payments at the expiration of
one or two years. And the equivalent whiclxthc
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vizir was to afford for the charge of their troops
when fent to his affiftancc at his requifition, was
ftipulated at two lacks and ten thoufand rupees per

■>' month.- >.. ....... . 7.-; • .
The origin of the Rohilla war has occafioned fo

5 . much altercation, has been fo violently attacked
and fo ftrenuoufly defended, ha$ produced indeed
fuch a deluge of fophiftry on both fides, that the
faft is not eafily difcriminated from the colouring-
with which jt is recorded. It was, -however, deter-*
mined fecretly, -between the governor and the vi-

3 zir, in a converfation which paffed at Bpnaris _
The object which was the extirpation of the Rp-
hillas, feems from the firft to have been equally
jdefireable to both. It was introduced, brought
forward, and matured, in: the 'epurfe of public bu-
finefs, with the moft confummate addrefs. The
orders of the Company were againft the mpafurej
and it evidently obtain,ed, after much ferious dif-
puflion, the approbation both of the felcEi com- <
mittee and the board of council, rather in defe­
rence to the fentiments and engagements of the
prefident, than from any real convi&ion of its pro­
priety, expediency, pr utility. It was propofed^

•' in the fiplt infiance, to comply with the yjzir’s re­
quifition op terms which he was expefled pj deem
extravagant and impra?iic?hlp. The artifice, fucy -
ceeded. He rejected the propofal with warmth*
Being, however, thus formally adopted by governt
jnent, he foon changed his mind, in the preftimp- .
♦ion that they had gone too far to recede. Tie
now, therefore, demanded the afftftance of the bri- .
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gade on the'terms required, in reducing that part •’
of the country which lies between the Ganges and
the mountains. To this objeft the Operations of
the troops were reftri&ed by the prefidency, who
exprefled the moft cordial fatisfa&ion on the requi-
fition of Sujah Dowlah, becaufe the abfence of the * • •
Marrattos would facilitate the conqueft in view,
the troops would be prefetved from inaQion and *
relaxation of difcipline, the barrier of the vizirs
dominions, in the defence of which we were fo * ■ "

‘ deeply interefted, would be at once ftrengthened -
and extended, the revenues of odr principal ally
would derive from the acquifition conflderable aug-
mentation, one third of the military charges would *,
be faved to the Company, and a fubftantial. obli­
gation conferred on a friend, whofe tried fidelity
deferved whatever could be accomplifhed in his
favour, .and the fervice was finally to be rewarded
by forty lacks of rupees, which the vizir engaged
to liquidate whenever the object of the War wa$
compleated. - -■ ie ' ' \

,. Rohilcundj.from fituation, fertility, cultivation,
and every other refpeft, was an acquifition pecu­
liarly defireable to the vizir. His territories to­
wards that quarter were altogether without any na- -
tural barrier, and confequently expofed to incur*
fion, either from the impotence, inattention, of
treachery of the Rohillas, whofe country was cal­
culated to afford him an abfolute flicker, by the
Thibet mountains on the north, and on the fouth
and weft, by the Ganges. The inhabitants confift-
cd of two different clafles. Thole who cultivated

the
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the land,, and thofe who had the management, of
the civil and political inRitutions. The former,
confiRing of farmers, mechanics, manufacturers,
and dealers, were an induftrious, happy and prof.
perous people, the defeendants of the Gentoos,
innocent in their manners, united among them-
felves, fedulous, contented and fuccefsful in their
humble occupations. . The country was one beau­
tiful garden, in which nature and art every where:
fhone in the molt prolific exuberance. The go­
vernment was in pofleflion of a tribe of Hagans or
Titans, who had conquered Rohilcund above fe-

- venty years ago, and had ever fince lived upon
the fruits of it, without either afliRing in its culti­
vation, or mixing with its inhabitants. They had
not, however, abufed the truft they aflumed. Their
reign had been profperous and humane. The lands
were kept in a Rate of the higheR cultivation, and
all the duties, cuRoms, or revenues, yielded with
readinefs and fatisfadion. The fubjeds were blef-
.fed with plenty, which they enjoyed without mo-
leRation.. And they gave no indication of wifhing
on. any account to change cither their condition or

. * their rulers. ; .
In the felcCl committee, November 26, 1773,

the fiat was given for co-operating with Sujah
Dowlah, in fubjugating this rich and flourifhing
country. Colonel Champion, the provifionai
commander in chief of the fecond brigade,-was
entruRed with this fervice. He arrived within the

. territories of Oude, by the beginning of February,
-77-T The Rohilla country was actually invaded

■ . ■ ' . a few
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a few weeks after, by the whole’ united army  ■ '
The vizir forthwith difpatched fcveral detachments

‘ of light infantry, to indulge the moll wanton and
unprovoked outrages, and infeft the cottages of
the poor, as well as the manfions of the wealthy;
withall the horrors of war. The harmlefs inha­
bitants were inftantly butchered or expelled, their
property ruined, and their villages confumed by
the flames. This was but an earneft of the tyrant’s -
vengeance, which God in his wrath had deftined a
Britifti army to execute^ - . - .. ... ;>y

The Rohillas, fired by the fcenes of devaftation -
which raged around them, crouded to the ftandard
which their chiefs had raifed in their defence, and '?
regarded the approaches of the fubah with refent-.'
ment and defiance. , On the 23d of April, the ce­
lebrated Hafez Rhamut appeared at the head of
forty thoufand brave men, in order of battle, who
determined to fell their, rights and their lives as
dearly as poflible. Our troops accepted the chal­
lenge with^their ufual fortitude. Animated by a
confeioufnefs of fuperiority, from reputation, from
difcipline, and from fuccefs, ’ they prepared for

1 the attack with that’ cool and temperate confidence,
which never forfakes them in the hour of danger.
The enemy fought in the prcfehce of their for­
tunes and families, if not with hopes of viflory, at
leaft with thofe of revenge. Life was no longer
valuable to men who knew they mull lofe what­
ever could render it defireable. Inflamed by all
that is dear to the human heart, fury infpired them
yith courage, and danger taught them conduct.—

Their
< * ■

t ■ ■ • . ’ ’ \ ? •
. .. •L - •
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Their rockets,.their matchlocks, and'their anil-
tery, were difcharged with unexpected rapidity and

. refutation, .and in various places .galled our lines *
with confiderable effeft. They even made feveral
attempts to charge; but the fire of our guns and
mufquetry was • irrefiftible. Unable, to advance;
and difdaining to retreat,- they pufhed with eager,
nels wherever the conflict was moft fierce ; and in
proportion as they fwarmed to clofe with our ranks,

/ - the {laughter became incredible. : Their vigorous
* exertions, neverthelefs, continued for hours equally

ardent and obftinate. • The Britifli gained not a
dingle advantage but what refulted from their fu-

. periordkill in the fcience of war. Notwithftanding
the torrent of fire which our army poured in upon

. them with inceffant impetuofity, feveral of their
chiefs advanced again .and again, with exemplary
gallantry, and pitched their colours between the
two armies, urging their exhaufted followers to re­
new .the attack. It was not poffible for them, how­
ever, to gain the day in fuch an unequal'coritefti
The intcreft of tire vizir prevailed; and the En'glifh
were victorious. Hafez Rhamut, whole enlighten­
ed mind, polifhed talents, beautiful. poetry, and
amiable morals, endeared him to his friends, arid-
rendered him the favourite of the age and nation
where he lived, was {lain, rallying with' great bra­
very the fcattered remains of a broken and difpi-
rited army. The vizir, treacherous to the com­
mander in chief, whom he promifed to meet in the
field of battle, was content to fate his bloody mind
'with a fight of the carnage at a diftance. But no

. ' fooncr
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{boner were the enemy completely routed, than
his horfe were let loofe to plunder the camp, and
ravage the country. Our troops, preferving their
ranks and orders inviolate, were only beard to

- mutter, « We have .the honour of the day, and
" thefe banditti the profit." ;

The cruelties that enfiied were (hocking and dir­
graceful. The ufurper indulged the bafeft prepen-
fities of his nature with unbriddled ferocity. No
rcmonftrance of Colonel Champion could prevent .
the havock of the vanquifhed territory. For three
whole days after the battle,’ the houfes of this fer­
tile and well inhabited fpot were every where in a
blaze, 'f he family, the friends, and dependents
of the unfortunate Hafez Rhamut; wore expofed.
to difhonour, to infult, and even to want. The
commander in chief made a feeling reprefentation
of their wretched fituation to the feleft committee,
as his perfonal influence with the vizir could ob­
tain for them no relief. He received an. anfwer on
jhe 23d of May, in which are thefe words:-^

It has been an invariable maxim in the policy
“ of the Company’s government, in the execution
“ of any enterprizes which, they have undertaken
« in behalf of their .allies, to interpofe their pro?
« teQion in favour of the conquered princes, for
<c the fecurity of their lives and honour ;• and it
<f will uiiqueftionably be the care and attention of .
« this administration,. to adhere to this
<« which has ,fo greatly contributed to the reputa-
« tion of the Britifh name, and to perform what
“ may be incumbent on them, on the prefent oc-
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« cafion.” Mr.. Raftings, however, who likewife
prefided in this committee,, roundly abandons this
forlorn family to the rigour of their fate, in a letter
to the colonel, but four days afterwards, where he
obferves, that to take the family of Hafez Rha-
<f mut immediately under our protedion, would
<f furnifh him (the vizir) with a jujl pica to rcfufe

his compliance with the ftipulation made for the
" prefent fervice, as it would in effect be to con-
° quer the country for the Company,'and not for
** him.”’ .•••' ■ ■' - : *

The cruelties of Sujah Dowlah was not confined
to the diftrafited remains of this wretched houfe—
All his prifoners experienced the fame unrelenting
feverity. He kept them within his forts, or remo­
ved'them to Fyzabad, that he might not hear the
cenfures, or be teized by the importunities of the
Englifh on their account. -He intruded on the
fecrecies of the women, by forcibly entering the
Zenana, which is the grofteft infult that can be
offered to the family of a noble Moor. He diveft-
ed them of their trinkets and the ornaments of their
drefs, provided them with no fuitable accommoda­
tion, and even fuffered them to want the ncceffa-
ries of life. Not lefs than two hundred women,
many of whom were perfons of diftinftion, he or­
dered to be driven from Beffoulee to his camp, al-
moft naked, under a guard of fipoys. From Bc-
rclly, or its neighbourhood, feveral young women
were alfo dragged from the arms of their agonizing
relations, for the exprefs purpofc of proftitutjon. 1

The
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The moft illuftrious of thefe captives were equal­
ly deftitute of food and’ raiment, covered with
vermin, and reduced to the fevcre neceflity of fup-
plicating charity, which they a&ually received from
feveral Englifh gentlemen. His treatment of Ma-
hubulla Cawn and his brothers was, if poffible, yet
more criminal. Thefe men poflefled a country
worth, at leaft, twenty lacks of rupees per. annum.
In confequence of the moft folemn aflurances of
proteftion and friendfhip, they fhut themfelves up
in Beflbulee, the capital of their diftrifls, where
they obferved a ftrift neutrality during the war.—.
He continued to applaud their conduct, by repeat­
ing the ftrongeft profefllens of regard for their wel­
fare. But the moment they were in his power, he
put them under the moft rigorous confinement,
denied them accefs to their families, robbed them
of their property, and ufed themfelvqs and their
women not only with indignity and diflionour, but
with cruelty. Thefe are.the moving terms in
which they defcribc their fituation, in their com­
plaints to Col. Champion: “ He has deprived ut
« of our country, of our riches, and even of our
« honour; and not fatisfied with that, he is going
« to fend us prifoners to Fyzabad. We defire
« no country, no riches, no houfes; but at Bof-
M fualee are the tombs of our noble anceftorsl—-
w Near them, under fome fhade, we beg permif-
’< lion to fpend the remainder of our days as Fa-
" quiers.- Relying on the vizir’s promifes, we re-
« mained in this country, otherwife we fliould have

fled as the other chiefs did, and have preferred
“ our
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“ -our characters and honours. Thefe he has ta- '
<c ken away with our pffeCls. And how he has dif-
<c honoured us is known to alb"

During the perpetration of thefe outrages againft
numbers of helplcfs women and children,, whole
hulbands and fathers had fallen in an abortive
ftruggle-to preferve their.independence, theBritilh
army, fubjcCted to the vizir’s controul, were drag­
ged from place to place, at his caprice,. Fizulla
Cawn fled at the head of his furviving countrymen,
and encamped in a place of great natural ftrength,
among the mountains at the extremity of Rojiil-
cund. Colonel Champion had probably incurred
the vizir’s difpleafure, by in.terefting himfelf in be­
half of the army, in dividing the fpoil of theyan-
quilhed, in endeavouring to re.ftrain the depreda-'
tio.ns of the vizir’s cavalry againft an innocent and
defencelefs people, and efpecialjy in his humane
attempts to procure for the prifoners fome. mitiga­
tion of their mer.cilefs-treatment. His efforts to
obtain an honourable negotiation for Fizulla Cawn,
and aEiing as a mediator, between the principals
in the war, was ftill more offenfive, though the
vizir had the.addtefs for the prefent to conceal his
refentment. The viCtor would allow no abatement
in the terms he propofed, and Fizulla Cawn deemed
them, from the temper' of the chiefs connected with
him, to be impracticable. The governor Or prcJ
fident agreed in every thing with the vizir, and
condemned at the fame time the interference, of
the commander in chief. Our troops were epnfe-
quently ordered, without further regard’to time or

place,
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place, to accomplifli the reduction of the enemy. -
The felctl committee who direCled the war re­
newed their inftruClions to the colonel, in thefe
words: “ You are authorized and direCled by us
rf to purfue the mod vigorous. meafures, in con-
“ junftion with the vizir,'effectually to reduce the
“ Rohilla army, without confining your operations
“• tothc Rohilla dominions." The army proceeded.
accordingly within a few miles of Lalldong, where
the Rohillas had fortified thcmfclves .in a very.
ftrong poft. Here, they were foon reduced to ex­
tremity for want of provifion. A fickncfaat the
fame time'broke.out in their camp, which daily*
carried off great numbers. Wifhing rather to
ftarve them into a furrender, than rifque the brigade
in an attack which could not fuccecd but under-
peculiar di fadvantages, and with a prodigious effu-
.fion' of human blood, Colonel Champion fuf-
pended his operations to wait the refult of thefe
circumftances. His coriduCt was juflified by the
confequence. They redoubled their earncltncfs
in prefling an accommodation. Fizulla Cawn pre-
fented himfelf before the conquerors, and the vi­
zir, in confideration of his confidence, agreed that
he fhould have a jaghire or dillriCl of fourteen
lacks, and feventy-five thoufand rupees a year;
and that he fhould be allowed five thoufand men

v in his fervice; but that in return he fhoul.l deliver
up one half of his treafure to the vizir, fubmit to
him as his vaflal, and pay him military tribute.

Thus ended a war, undertaken againfl the ex-
prefs prohibition of the Company, and even, in

fome 
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fonie meafure, without their knowledge, in \yhich
an army of Britifli foldiers afted as mercenaries
junder a foreign prince, for J.he unequivocal pur-
pofe of procuring their employers a fum of money,
by which a race of men were flaughtered or ex­
tirpated, who were at lealt inoffenfive to their
neighbours, who certainly never injured the Eng-
|ifh, and under whofe mild and humane govern­
ment the country flourifhed, and its inhabitants
yere happy. • ■ ■ . . < ;■ .. . \

CHAP-
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A Plenipotentiary from his Britannic Majefiy appears..
on theCoaft of Coromandel—The Fall of Tanjore
—Lord Pigot’s appointment—He rcjlores the King
of Tanjore—Is put under Military Arrefi—Dies

- in Confinement—Three of the Majority who ejfetted,
. this InfurrcEiion tried and condemned by an Engljh,
3^ \

TH E wreck of the Aurora frigate, which pro­

bably foundered in fome of thofe numerous {freights
or {helves fo common and dangerous in the caftern
ocean, put a melancholy end to all expectations
infpired by the commiffion of Supervifors in 176g.
The fquadron which carried out the new Commif-
fioners was commanded by Sir John Lindfay, an .
■Officer of diftinguiffied merit in his profeffion. He
was at the fame time appointed by the Company
fuperintendant of their concerns in the Gulph ol.
Perfia, and commander in chief of all their ffiips,
frigates and armed veffels in India. Government
invefted him with powers Hill higher. He carried
with him credentials under the great feal to appear
and aft in India as plenipotentiary of his Britannic
Majefty, efpecially to his Excellency the Nabob
of Arcot, who had become an ally of the ciovn by
the eleventh article of the treaty of Paris.

Ma Having
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Having remained fome months on the Malaber
coaft, Sir John arrived at Fort George in the end
of July,a 770, wljere 3. tedious and intricate alter­
cation took place, between him, as his Majefty’s
plenipotentiary, and the gentlemen of the prefi-

' dency. He requefted them to join him in paying,
the ufual honours in delivering his Majefty’s letters

/. and prefents to the nabob of Arcot, and. that they
fhould aflift in the ceremonial cuftomary on fuch
occafions; by the perfonal attendance of the gover-

-nor and council, the gentlemen of the fettlerhent
both civil and military, and by falutes from the
forts and fhips in the road. But all tranfafiions
and negotiations with the princes of India havingi
been hitherto conducted by the Company’s fervants,
who were generally conlidcrcd as charged with the;
ihtereft and exercife of the Britifli power in thefe-
parts, they declined a compliance with the Pleni-*

' potentiary's requifition,’ left by their means the in­
fluence and concerns of their conftituents might
fuffer diminution. ' ’’ •'

-— Notwithftanding the bbftinacy of the prefidency/
Sir John inftantly waited on the nabob, and laid’
his commiflion and inftruflions before him. He'
afllired the nabob of his Majefty’s friendlhip and
protection, which he was anxious and determined
to continue and extend to all his allies in every-
part of the world, that all the credit and ability
6f the Englilh adminiftration were pledged to fe-
cure the Carnatic to the nabob and his poftcrity;
that whatever his grievances were, he might de­
pend,on receiving fubftantial redrefs by. laying

: -■ • them



' ■ .TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. - .>65

.fherri at the foot of the throne; and that, as Ple­
nipotentiary from the Britifh court, he was em­
powered to demand, in his Majefty’s name, a com-"

.plete account of the nabob's tranfaclions with the
:Company or their agents fince the treaty of Paris,
.as upon correEl information his affairs might {hare
the advantage of his Majefty’s paternal govern­
ment. •
. The nabob replied to thefe gracious affurances >
•in terms of the fmcereft gratitude. Words were,
indeed, inadequate to his fentiments.- Tie was at
the fame time not without his fears, that claiming
the attention of the crown might be attended with
danger, as the individuals who now filled the pre­
sidency might ftill continue to poffefs the power
.which had in fo many inftances already oppreffed
.him. He was aware the royal interference, how­
ever kindly intended, might have a.different ope-

' .ration, by the paflions of jealoufy and chagrin it ,
would infallibly excite. The fate of Surajah Dow- ‘
lab, Meerjaffier, and Cofiim Ally, were conftant-
ly before his eyes, and made him tremble for his
.own. And he fhuddered to give thofe men offence’,
jwhofe refentments were implacable in proportion
to their power of indulging them. The fupport,

- however proper and indifpenfible to his exiftence,
„was moreover diftant and uncertain, while the ene­
my were at hand, and ready to feize every oppor­
tunity of wrecking their vengeance on the wretch
who, dcfencelefs as he was, durft appeal for pio-
teflion and relief from the grafp of tyranny, or
the rage of peculation.

. ‘ M3 The
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The conftant and familiar ihtcrcourfc which fub-
fifted between the nabob and the king’s minifter,
was a fource of great and habitual uncafincfs to the
prelidency. The animofity which it produced iq-
grofled their , whole attention. A correfpondence
enfued, in which their paflionswere not a little in­
flamed, as their pride was hurt and their charafters
at iflue. The plenipotentiary urged them on to­
pics which they thought were not within his cogni­
zance. His powers authorized him to apply for
an accurate ftatement of all their tranfaftions with
the nabob of Arcot fince the late treaty of Paris.
He announced it alfo to be his Majefty’s pleafure,
that he Ihonld enquire with the utmoft care into
the. caufes of the late war with the Subah of the
Decan and. Hyder Ally, and the reafons of its.un-
fortunate confequence. Thefe power's he ftated in
fuch a ftriking variety of different and important
lights, and prefled them on the gentlemen of the
prefidency in .a manner fo forcible and conclufive,
that they loft all temper, and bad recourfe to fueh
paflionatc and unguarded language, as gave him
a manifeft advantage in the argument. . They ftea-
dily perfifted, however, in maintaining the ground.
on which they originally declined afting with him
as the miniftcr of the king. They confequently
wiihe’d him to underftand them as finally determin­
ed to be heartily difpofed to give him their beft
council, whenever and' upon whatever fubjeft he
fliould require it, fo far as they deemed themfelves

• at liberty, confidently with their oath and covenant
to the Company, and that they fliould thankfully

_■ accept 
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at'cept of his counfcl and aid upon all fuch occa-
fions .as they were taught or auth'orifcd by their
conftituents to receive or folicit them.

Thcfc contcfts threw the whole prefidency into7
parlies,- and the nabob’s refpeft for their authority
was evidently leflened. The great bufinefs of the ’

.Carnatic, which was always managed in concert
with him, was for the prefent at a Hand, as the na­
bob prefumed on the friend (hip (hewed him by the
minifterof the crown, and they conftantly anfwered
every requifition made to them from him, by fc-
iioufly obferving, that as his Majcfty had font out
fuch extraordinary powers to India, they could do‘
nothing. Thus, by the intrufion of a miniftcrial-
manoeuvre, the government of the Company on”
the Madras- eftablifhment underwent a temporary
fufpenfron. The Company’s fervahts came at laft
to the rcfolutioh of putting an end to an inter-
courfe, which produced nothing but recrimination.
They confequently fold the plenipotentiary, very
roundly, that they had no leifurefor tjie profecu-
tion of fuch a warfare., <r We define to take our
it

a

it

it

it

a

cc

*

leave of controverfy with you; We have not
ahy time for fuch an employment. If the.Com­
pany had thought We fhould have been thus bar-
ralfed,*  they would probably have engaged af ,
pfoper number of ebntroverfial writers in their
ferVice. We leave you the field open. Advifc ■
us to our duty. Cenfure us for neglecting it.
Reproach us for ill-ufing the prince of the coun­
try. Continue to-plead his cauleagainll the in-
terefts and-rights of the country. And tell us

■ M4 -

the.Com
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’ “ it is for the benefit of the nation. Aflett what
you pleafe. Be as fevere as you pleafe. We

" fhall be filcnt here, and if we reply at all, it
“ fhall be in another place."

It is not improbable that the intrigues of the na­
bob were'at the bottom of this political contention.
His power, from our exertions-in his favour, had

-by this time obtained a very confiderable eftablifh-
ment. He had fettled in Madras, with a view, it
was believed, of gaining an afcendancy over the
gentlemen of the fettleinent, and by various means
to intereft them pcrfonally in the prolperity of his
family and affairs. His army were modelled and.
difciplined after the European fafhion, commanded
by Engliffi officers, and recruited by vadl numbers
of fugitive Europeans. • His dignity and influence,
connected with ftrong ambition, and fpecious abi-

Tity, were, in confequence of■ thefe advantages,
‘acknowledged in every part of India. • - ?

It was the policy of the times to embraceevery
‘objefit which promifed an- extenfion of prerogative.
The defpotic purfuits of government were' fufficr- .
ehtly palpable in an interference with theconduft
of the Company, both at home and abroad. Great
unpopularity was incurred, and a very ferious con- ' -
Iroverfy occafioncd by the meafure. In following
up the fame fatal fyftem, it was now conceived that
the crown fliould fuperintend the affairs of. the
Company ; and, in confequence of the various op-
preffions to which the princes in the country were
fubjecled, ncgociate treaties, and cflablifh .con­
nections in India, totally diftincl and feparatc from

that
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. 'that body. To fubftantiate a fcheme thus favour­
able to the encroachments of power, Sir John
Lindfay had been invefted with thefe extraordi­

nary and alarming powers, in which he now ap­
peared on the coaft of Orifla and Coromandel.
. Mr. Haftings probably never rendered the Com-
• pany more eflential fervice, than by his found and
. fteady advice in the detection and defeat of this
contra&ed policy. Hejvas fecohd in council at

< : the time ; and it is not very difficult to perceive his 1
• fagacity, perfeverancc, and difeernment,. in the
manner in which the argument is taken up and •
profecuted to a conclufion.- . Its operation, how­
ever, in fpite of all their endeavours to keep the

•natives ignorant of what was going forward, was
.vifible and ferious. The fervants of the Company

• had not been very liberal in their defcriptions or
•acknowledgments of any fuperior authority. The

• Indian powers at leaft betrayed their ignorance of
’thap circumftance, by the aftonifliment they ex­
prefled at the intelligence they had probably heard
•of the king and parliament>of Great Britain. But
-the' functions connected with thefe characters, few
or none of them could poffibly underlland. They
confidered the Company j perhaps, as the fountain
•of the Britifli power. They faw their fervants en­
joying a plenitude of authority which exceeded
'that of their greateft potentates. They witnclKd
.'the fuperior prowefs of their armies, and they con-
•ftantly heard their orders appealed to as foveieign
and inconteftible. But when they were told that
dtis omnipotent Company coulifted only of a p1^
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vate fociety of merchants, that none of its member^
had the honour to fill any. important department of
ftate, and that the whole fyftem which they had
feen produce fuch effects in India, and to which
they had looked up from the firft with reverence
.and admiration, was ftill under the check and con-
troul of one every way fuperior," they awoke as
from a dream, and began to regard the individuals,
•who had degraded their official capacity by vena­
lity or infolence, as occupying only a fubordinate
fphere. They foon found that the powers of this
mighty body were only delegated, that they were
■obtained and held merely for a fpecific term of years,.
and that they were to look elfcwhere for all future
connections. And it is eafily conceived how their
pride and felf-importance would dwell, when, irt-
fiead of abjefit dependents on the Company of
their agents, they were taught to confiderthem-
fclves as friends, allies, fovereigns and equals, by
that fupreme over-ruling power with whom, till-
then, they were in fome degree unacquainted.

The gentlemen-, of the prefidcncy, who were on
the fame fpot, and underftood, from long and in­
timate acquaintance, the temper and fentimefits of
the natives, in their general letters to the court of
Directors, of July, 1771/ expofe with great ener­
gy .the pernicious effects of this interference.-—
“ It has always been our opinion, fay they," that
<r with your authority we had that of ourfoVercign
** and nation delegated to us through you,, for ma-
<f naging the imoortant concerns of our country,-
“ under this prefidcncy. It . is upon the preva-
. i. ■ lence
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“ Icnce of this opinion in India, that our infiu-
« ence and your intereR are vitally founded. It
« \vas in the confidence, of this opinion, that your
“ fervants, exerting all their vigour, acquired fuch
« power and wealth for their country. But if tlus
« opinion be forfeited, they can neither a& with

•<’.fpirit nor fuccefs; for under the controul of a
« fuperior commiflion, they dare not, they cart-
« not exert the powers with which they alone are
« entruRcd; their wcaknefs and difgrace become
« confpicuous, and they are held in derifion by

your enemies.” . ■
They continue in a chain of the moR forcible

and conclufive reafoning to arraign the conduS of
miniRers, in an attempt to enfnare qnd furprife
them, by the introduction of a power altogether
hew and extraordinary in thefe parts. This was
not, in their opinion, neccflary to heighten their
authority,- by-the fan&ion of his MajeRy's name,
which they had without any fpecial interpofitiony
and which, added in this manner, Ramped all the
former proceedings of the Company wiilr illegality
and ufurpation. They alledgcd that it was intended
to terrify them into a furrender of their delegated
authority, or to render them objcfts of juR pro-
fcription. They complained that the plenipotcn-
tiary’s powers extended only to an uncandid en­
quiry into their paR mcafurcs, an ungenerous ccn-
fure of their-conduft, a demand of their-reconh, a
partial indication of the nabob’s allegations, in op-
pofition to the rights of the Company, and a gene
Jal deportment tending- to diminilh their conic

' qucncc 
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querice in the eyes of their allies and enemies.^
They confidered it as unconftitutional, to apply
the great feal of Great Britain to the hidden pur-
pofes of lettres de cachet, or to fend out fecrctly the

. whole powers of prerogative, for the foie end of
oppreffing the Company’s fervants, in a fituation
.where they could: have no poffible recourfe to
the- advice of law. > They, regarded themfelves as
their predeceffors were, the only legal reprefenta-
tives of the Britifh government in that remote-part
of his Majefty’s dominions. Officers of the higbcft
commiffion from the crown had afled under them,
as in other colonies of the empire. And they did
'not think themfelves at. liberty to furrender their
authority, in defia'nce of their, duty tp their fove-
Teign, their country, or their truft. They had no
fuch intimation from the Directors, their immediate
fuperiors. .And they concluded by obferving, that
jthe forces they commanded fhould forthwith be
.configned into the hands of the crown, and trans-

. ferred with the plenary, powers to the abfolute di-
reflion and difpofal of his Majefty’s minifter.
. The- fide to which the- nabob leaned during, the
pendency of this ardent conteft,'the folicitudc of
the Plenipotentiary to intereft himfelf in hi?-affairs-,
and the ardour which appeared in his correfpon-
dence with the prefidcncy to criminate the manner

• in which they had condufled themfelves to that
prince, interrupted for a while the harmony which .
had formerly fublifted between the fervants of the
Company and their ally. An, event, however, was
now on the tapis, which in its formation, progn’ft,

~ , 1 and
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ghd termination, feems to have quafhed all differ-,
prices, and united them more intimately than ever,

• The Carnatic was not only infefted by ftraggling-
parties of the Marrattos, apd various groupes of’
banditti which hovered on its frontiers, but feveral
of its dependent Rajahs, Zemindars, and Polygars,
were (till refractory, and declined the punctual dif-
charge of-, their refpeClive tributes. Molt of thefe
were ealily reduced. The King of Tanjore was
the moft formidable. He was conneQed with fome
of the moft refpe&able powers in India. His
wealth, on fuch a theatre of political venality, •
rendered his fituation at once invidious and con—
fpicuous. For here, more perhaps than in any.

' other country, the only infallible protection againft
depredation-and . outrage is poverty and 'infignifi-i
cance,. • ' ■
> This Rajah, who owes- fo much celebrity to his.

fufferings, is one of thofe Gentoo princes whofe
anceftors were never entirely fubdued by the Tar- \
tars. . He had been for years in the ftrifleft alii-*
ance with the Company and the nabob, and en-. .
gaged with them in the joint perils and fortunes of
former wars. By the treaty of Paris, Salabatjing
was recognized fubah of the Decan, and Maho­
med Ali Cawn nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe ar­
rangements were chiefly prefcribed by the Englifli,-
and the Mogul readily granted, from time to time,
fuch powers on his part as were necelfary to give
them validity and effeH. Accounts were confe-
quently liquidated, and a convention, under the
authority and guarantee of the Company, between.
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their pwij allies, immediately took place for that
’ purpofe. Whatever arrears were due to the Mo.
gul, as well , as his future tribute,, the nabob ofAr-
cpt was-appointed tp receive, with‘the allowance
of a handfome premium for his trouble..’ The
Company referred to thcmfelves the right of fee-
ing this truft properly fulfilled. The right of the
Rajah to his fpveral dominions were likv2rife efta-
blilhed. Subsequent to thefe tranfa£iions the na­
bob and Rajah were-connected, in a variety of un­
dertakings, In fettling their refpeflive claims, in
confequence of thefe new engagements, the Rajah
infilled that he ought to be allowed for certain mi­
litary fervices performed for the nabob; and the
nabob, that he was entitled to the fupa$ ftipulated-’
by the kite convention, without any abatement.

The feveral powers in whofc meafures the pre-; ""
fidency at this time were moil deeply interefted,
were the Marrattps, the Nabob, and the Rajah.-1*

. The former difeovered the llrongeft anxiety for
engaging the Company in an offenfive alliance,

’ -not for their, affillance in the field. They were
thcmfelves more than a match for Hyder Ally.-— ‘
But they very fincerely wifiied to inveigle us into
fuch a connexion, as might determine us to take
an atlive part' in the deftruflion of his capitals,

* that they might have nothing further to dread from
our fubfequent attachment to the fortunes of their
enemy. To this mcafure the Nabob had taught
them to believe, that they had it in their power to
threaten or compel us when they pleated. • And

• z he was the more interfiled in (he accompliHinicnt .
. .. of-
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of fuch an alliance, that he expeHed to have ob­
tained in return a confiderable fhare of the con­
quered territories. The king of Tanjore had al­
ways been apprehenfive that the Nabob wilhed to
p.offefs himfelf of his country the moment he was
able, but his apprehenfions were more than ever
confirmed, fince the arrival of the Britilh Pleni­
potentiary. . He was confequently defirous of in­
volving the Carnatic, in proportion as his own fafe-
ty depended on the inability of the Nabob. And
the Marrattos feemed prepared for any enterprize
that would moft effeftually prevent our aflifting
Hyder, and command our acquiefcence in the
terms they propofed.

It might have been expefledj that, thus Ctuated,
the prefidency of Madras would have endeavour­
ed to.. compromife the difference between the

. Nabob and the Rajah. They adopted, however>
an oppofite policy, and laid it down as a principle
in their confutations on the fubjeft, that the Rajah
was by much too powerful for his fituation, and that
his reduction was in fome degree neceffary to the
peace of the Carnatic. Under the influence of
this conclufion, an expedition againft Tanjore was
planned and executed, in concert with the Nabob,
in the latter end of 1771, The kings miniftcr on
the coaft was acccffary to the meafurc, and ga\ e
it all the encouragement in his power, though the
feafon obliged him to leave the road before its
completion.

The Company’s, troops were commanded by
- General Smith, who was enjoined to do nothing

4 but 
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but with the advice of Omdal ul Omrah Behauder
the nabob’s eldeft fon. The army was. thirty-fix
days before Tanjorc. A breach was made in the
walls, which the Englilh, in revenge" for the lives.
that were loft before the place, panted to ftorm.;
There was not an individual in the army who.
doubted the fuccefs of the enterprize, when the.
young nabob prevented the hazard of a repulfe, by
concluding a peace with the Rajah. • The army
were enraged from their difappointment of the
plunder they expelled from the capture of the
town. It was an event fo little forefeen, that the
news of it was every where.received with furprife.
The terms, though adequate to the caufes afligned
fpr the war, were’ not fatisfaftory. The Nabob's
ion protefted that he was guided- by the advice of
General Smith, and that matters were precipitated
by die feverity of the rains, the ficknefs which pre-'-
Vailed in the camp, and a ftrong probability that
the Marrattos approached to the relief of Tanjore.
The general confidcred the honour of the army
as facrificed in this inftance, by a confpiracy be­
tween the Nabob, and his fon. The Nabob found it.
alfo convenient to diflemble the greateft chagrin
and refentment at a tranfaflion fo unequal to his
wifhes.' But the difpleafure of the prefidency was.
expreffed in the nioft pointed and explicit language.
They, declare to General Smith, " That in the

very commencement of peace they fliould be.
“ providing as if they were on the very eve of a-
“■ war." The principles, however, in which the
unpopularity of the peace originated are pretty

ohvious-
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obvious. The legal claims of the troops to the
booty, which the riches of the rajah promifed on
the reduction of his capital were defeated. The
creditors of the Nabob had been given to under-
{land, at the fame time, that the treafures of Tan-
jore would be put in his poffeffion, and that then
his accounts would be liquidated. The govern­
ment of Madras was alfo deceived. Co-operating
with the nabob, in his hoftilities againft their ally,-
put an end to their connexion; and as it deftroyed
all his future expectations in the treaty of Paris, it
expofed the Carnatic to the exafperated intrigues
of a man whofe lifuation had become defperatc.

All the hopes which the Nabob had entertained
of fupport from the crown, in oppofition to the in­
terest of the Company, 'as exhibited and main­
tained by their fervants, were, , as he had fhrewdly
fufpeCted,- ultimately vifionary. The remonftran-
Ccs of Sir John Lind'fay had,- perhaps, not fuffici-
ently confulted the perfonal cdnfequence. of the
gentlemen who managed the concerns of the Com­
pany, to produce, any fubftanti'al cffeCl. He was
1’uperfcded by Sir Robert Harland in the fame im­
portant trull, w’ho was invefted by the fame pow­
ers, and inftruCted to perfevere in aCcomplifhing
the fame objcCt. His reception, notwithflandmg
the orders of the Directors to treat him with all
that politenefs and refpcCt due to his ffation and
eharaCtcr, was {till cold and diftant. He avowed
it as one principal end of his commiflion, to urg«-
the claim's of the Nabob, and to obtain, if poftii re,

. a more fcdulous attention to his intereRs, from the
! . N gentle-

. -X
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gentlemen of the prefidency. He aflcrted the
right which the Nabob had to rely for fupport and
protection from the crown. He reprobated with
feverity the oppofition given 'to the leaft appear­
ance of fubftantiating thefe natural and well-ground- •
ed expectations. He refolved the obvious jealoufy
which influenced the members of the council into
a narrow and miftaken policy. And he upbraided
them with cenfuring a meafure which he conceived
to. be the facred privilege of Majefty. This, how­
ever, proved/o be no more than, the ftrong un­
meaning phrapology of official profeffion. The
Britiffi goverment was too w.ife to perfift in realiz­
ing projefls incompatible with the Company’s prof-
perity. The firmnefs of the prefidency difpofed
Sir Robert to relax his tone. When the paffions
of both parties gave way to mature reflections,
mutual complaifance took place, and a cordial ex- *

- change of good offices diflinguiffied their fubfe-
quent intercourfe. : They were henceforth as ‘
plofely united in facilitating, as they had widely

. differed before in their opinions concerning the
. jnterefts of the Nabob. He was himfelf the foie-

pccafipn of the controverfy, and it afforded him
thofe ufeful inflruCtions, that all application to
Other refources than his own prudence for redrefs
under the wrongs he fuffered from the prefidency, .
were vain and nugatory; that, as he was circum-
ftanccd, no fyftem whatever would2 operate effec­
tual relief, in which their Ration, their confc-
quence, and their expectations, were notproperly
CQnfukcd, and that the molt, folcmn affuranc.es of .

' . , ' European

affuranc.es
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European monarchs were not more certain or urn
equivocal, than thofe of Indian Rajahs, Nabobs,
Governors and Subahs.

The only aftive fervice which the troops had
undertaken, fubfcquent to the Tanjore expedition,
was the redu&ion of the Marawar and Nalcootv ''
Polligars. Thefe countries lie by the fca fide, on
the frontier of Tanjore, and have always been
deemed dependencies of the Carnatic. They are
inhabited by a brave, induftrious, and independent
people, who, from their habits of life, their mode
of defence, their natural lituation, arid their Con- ,
tempt of danger, have never perhaps been wholly
fubdued. Inacceffible hills, and impenetrable
woods, afford them a fecure retreat from every
enemy. „To thefe faftneffes they retire when pur-
fued, and iffue from them at pleafure, to take ad-> .
vantage of the invaders. They have always held -
their lands by a kind of military tenure, by whick
they attend their refpeElive chieftains to the field.
They are fierce and barbarous to none but fuch aS

' vifit them' with hoftile intentions. They have, the .
craftinefs of all rude nations befet with powerful
neighbours, anxious to reduce and enflave them*

■ The Nabob,avows no other reafon for invading the
powerful habitations of thefe innocent people, but
that they were backward to pay a tribute extorted
from them by force of arms. And he feems to
have been fufpecled both by the gentlemen of the .
Council and. the officers of the army, to aim rather

extirpation than conqucft. I he fortifications/
-• though numerous, were only defended by a rabble,

.. Na
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and confequcntly foon reduced. It was impoflible
to draw the enemy into any formal engagement.
On the approach of the Englilh, expcfling a coh-

: tinuation of their ancient privileges, they remained
at their ploughs, and in feme meafure facilitated

‘ the means of conquering their chiefs. When moll
of, the forts-had fallen into our hands, they re­
mained for the moft part neutral, until they un-
derftood that the Nabob meant to rob them of thofe
lands which they hoped to have retained. This
policy threw the whole country into a flame.- The
ploughman every where took arms, and.the villa­
ges were inflantly converted into fo many camps
of obfervation. Soldiers as well as ploughmen,
they could appear in what fhape they pleafed, with
or without arms, but were fure never to expofe
thcmfelYes but where they had manifchly the ad-

. vantage. It was therefore reprefented to the Na­
bob, and the Prefidency, in a manner that did ho­
nour to- the feelings of Colonel Bonjour, who com­
manded in the Nalcooty province, that this mode
of fettling the country would require extremities
of a blocking nature. Nor then would he pro-

* mile, that matters fhould be fo adjuhed as to pro­
duce fatisfafiion. He. hated, that the villages
were generally abandoned by the men as the troops
advanced; that "whatever baggage remained be-.
hind with fuch draggling parties • as followed the
detachment, were taken by thofe villagers; that
as the aggrcflbrs were not to be found, and repn-
fals were indifpenfible, he was under the ncccflity

burning the cottages of the poor, and otherwfle
* puniflhi’g
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puniflurrg the innocent and helplefs, who, inca­
pable as they were of doing them any injury, could
neither efcape nor refill the rcfcntment of an en­
raged fol diery.

It is obfcrvable in the hiftory of thefe tranfac-
■tions, how often the moil Clocking details of war,
from fcenes of cruelty and horror, are replete with
leflbns of mercy. But thefe dcfcriptions, even
under the fanElion of official difpatches, are feldom
interefting to trading politicians, whofe minds are .
folely engrofled by articles of lofs and gain, who
fend forth their armies, as they do their fliips, on
principles of calculation, and who ellimate their
military operations only by the fomces of profit
which they lay open, or the means of peculation
which they procure. Thefe humane emotions in
the breaft' of a foldicr, inftead of exciting any
Sympathetic fenfations, -were reprefled by .the ftudicd *
filence of the council, and-he was coolly enjoined
io continue his exertions, which he did until the
death of Tandwaray Pilla, the chief of .the coun-

. try, rendered them unneceflary. -
This difgraceful campaign fcems no improper

-epitome of all the Company's wars in the vicinity
. -of their feveral fettlements. Whatever country

promifes the cheapeft conqueft, anfwers moll effec- .
tually the views of ambition, or is on the whole

’ 7 heft calculated to repay the expence of extermi­
nating its inhabitants, falls within the fatal circle

of their military inftruflions. And whether it is
fituated on the one extremity of. Indollan or

• the other, the Company’s allies muft be affifled, 
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their troops employed, their territories enlarged,
their treafure improved. Though the people who;
in thefe cafes, never have the faculty, of election,
would rather embrace than oppofe them, though
their manners may be as unprovoking as their lives
may be ufeftil, they may unfortunately have of­
fended fome bafe unprincipled knave of ftate, who
has the addrefs to fatiatc his revenge on his foes by
means of his friends.- It was thus with Rohilcund,
with Nalcooty, and with Marawar. General Smith
headed the expedition againft this diftriEi in perfon..
No regular force once appeared to intercept his
march. The natives only made a.ftand in the de­
fence of Ramanadaporam, the capital of the pro- ■
vince, the feat of their government, the refidence
of their chiefs, and the ftrongbold where they de-
pofited their treafure, and to which they repaired
o/i the appearance of danger.. The Britilh artillery
foon breached the walls, and Major-Braithewaite’s
grenadiers carried the aflault fword in hand. The
Coleries were animated with fury. There were
in the fort about three thoufand armed men. A
few took refuge in the palace, and faved their lives,
as the firfl confufion was over before our troops.
advanced; but far the greater number bravely died',
in the breach, or threw themfelvcs over the walls.
In this manner was an expedition of the Compa­
ny s troops completed, about the beginning of 1773,

. inv.hich the moll remarkable tranfaElion is per­
haps the recrimination which took place between.
the young Nabob and the officers of the Britilh ar-
D), concerning the diflribution. of the booty-—r

When
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When he was but hifled by the foldiers who fought*
his battles, the gentlemen of the prefidency were
alarmed, refented the infult, and interrogated the
general. The remonftrance of thofe who concqiv-' !,
ed their intereft affected by his avarice, was even-'
conftrucd into an indignity," and their caufe aban­
doned by their employers, that the embarraffments ' ■ i
of their ally might not be faid to originate in coun-; £
cil. So wonderfully delicate was their tendernefs •
for the Nabob of Arcot. It was ndt enough to fay;*  ,
that an apparent negleft of ceremony, where an-
individual alone was!concerned, .affefled them much ’■
more deeply than the mafiacre of thoufands. But ‘ '
there was no channel by which the misfortunes of
thefe wretehed mortals could poflibly touch their
"hearts. It was only to the etiquette of humanity ’
that thefe doughty arbiters of national deftiny were -
callous or inattentive *. ' k 7

Notwithftanding the corrftant attention which’’ - '
-thofe tranfaElions required, both from the Nabob
and the Prefidency, they loft no time or opportu­
nity of-watching the King of Tanjore". It was
the misfortune of this prince, that he was reputed
to be immenfely rich ; that he poflefled one of the
tnoft valuable diftrifts in the Carnatic,-and’that fo
•contiguous to the prefidency, and furrounded by
the territories of the Nabob, he prefumed to affeit
his independence. Thefe were the true caufes of-
the original quarrel taken up againft him. T lie­
termination of this had -left the ally and fervants ol
the Company very much diflatisfied. Solicitous^

* Hous’> Append!?.’, page 941.
N 4 fot
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for a breach of the friendfhip then fubfifting, his
minuteft aflions were critically infpeded. The

’ connections which had always been cultivated be­
tween him and the neighbouring powers were im­
puted to intrigues with the enemies of the Carna­
tic. The Nabob was incenfed that the Polligars,
whom he had fo lately expelled, fliould find an
afylum ip Tanjore; the garrifon at Vellum not
having been provided for in the late treaty, were
not fufficiently fupplied with proyifions; the Colr
lerics, who live on the frontieri.qf his country, had
feized fome cattle from the province of Trichino?
poly; a trifling debt which he owed the Company
for paddy had not been difcharged, and be was in
-arrears to the Nabob. Thefe were the mighty rca-
fons which decided the fate of the Rajah. He
faw the ftorm that gathered around him. He knew
the Nabob to be inexorable, and that the whole
{Irength of the Company would be exerted to fub-?
ftantiate hi§ moft inordinate demand^. He was in
the condition of a perfon ftruggling for life, ■where
every other, ideq. is abfprbed in that of felf-prefer-
ration.- The only powers who could afford him
adequate fecurity from the impending danger, were.
.Hyder Ally ancj the Marrattos. With both he en­
deavoured to procure fuch affiftance as the exigen­
ces of his fituation required. But he was certainly
not chargeable with treachery, or a juft of
boliility or deftruftipn, becaufe impelled, in this
;panncr to an equivocal conduEl, adopted -qt avoid-.
<:d upon the inUant, to prevenphis ruin. '

" Tha
- .. • ✓ . .... ■ • I ’ - * •
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The Nabob, perfe&ly acquainted with tbe mode
of fecuring the co-operation of the Company’s
forces, eafily prevailed with the Prefidency to ap­
point a fecond expedition againft Tanjore with a
Jarge army. Without fixing any precife terms for
the Company, they engaged to place the fort,.
when taken, in his hands, with whatever ftores or
clfefts it might contain. But in cafe it fhould bq
captured by ftorm, the plunder was to be the pro­
perty of the troops. The Rajah was not to be at-<.
tacked unprepared. Though neither Hyder Ally
nor the Marrattos would take an afliyc part in the
conqueft, he found means to mufter twenty thou-
fand men, whom he armed in bis caufe. Thefe
were commanded by the aged, but faithful and
brayp Monajce. Both Danes and Dutch are faid to
have fecretly affifted him with mcn^, money and
ftores. Our troops entered his territories in the
beginning of Auguft, 1773.. On the fixtb of .the
fame month, a fkirmifh happened between a party
of the Nabob’s cavalry and the enemy, in which.
Xhe former had the advantage. The detail of the
ftege contained nothing very important or pecu-;
liar. On the twentieth, ground was broken before
the place; the twenty-feventh, .our batteries were
opened, but a praHicable breach was not effefled
before the feventcenth of September, when the
fort was rather furprifed than ftormed, at noon,
under a moft intenfe heat, and while the garrifon.
.were at victuals in their own houfes. The Rajah
and his family; with Monajee and his fons, were

made 
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made prisoners; and the Nabob, having agreed to
fatisfy the'army, the place was hot plundered.

The news of this conqueft were, received in
England with univerfal reprobation and difguft.—
It is hard to fay which were moft feverely crimi­
nated, the intrigues of the Nabob, or the temerity
of the council. The meafure was confidcred a$
repugnant to the policy of the Company, and to the
fpirit of thofe orders which their fervants were in
the habit of receiving from the Directors; The
only remedy which could be applied under thefe .
circumftances, was the immediate reftoration of
the Rajah. And the great difficulty to be rcfolved'
was, how this refolution could be executed.—
Their fervants on the fpot, whofe fcals were fet to
the outrage which it was deemed fo neceffary to
redrefs, could not be entrufted with the carrying
into effe& a plan fo obvioufly intended to fix a
ftigma on their former conduCl.. The many emi­
nent and important ferviccs which the Company
owed to Lord Pigot, while lall governor of Ma­
dras, fuggelted the idea of fending him out a-new
with full powers for accompliffiing the views of this
delicate and arduous commiffion. He was in high •
animation for his civil adminiftration, his military
exertions, and his private character. From his
appearance as governor and prefident of Madras,
where he had acquired the moll general and well- ,
grounded refpect, very (anguine expectations were
entertained. The Nabob, however, not a little
anxious to defeat the intentions of the Directors, "
>orrdw cd prodigious fums of money from the mcm-

•bens
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bersof the proficiency, and others whofe influence
he thought worthy of purchafe. A profufion of
corruption not only took place in Madras, but is
faid to have extended to England, where an inun­
dation of artful apologies for his conduct, replete
with the moft pointed invedives againft the king of
Tanjore, deluged, at leaft for fome time, the pub­
lic attention. It was about the latter end of,1775,
that the noble Governor arrived at Fort Saint
George. He announced to the Nabob of Arcot
the contents of his commiflion, as foon as the va­
rious formalities effential to a legal affumption of
government had taken place. The Nabob was not
backward to maintain the ground in whi.ch he
thought himfelf fecurely entrenched. . He infilled
on his claim to the country, by all the laws of In­
dia, and his treaties with the Company. His
reprefentations were .without effect. Lord Pi^ot

- thought it his indifpenfible duty to fee the orders
of his. conftituents literally fulfilled. This he ef­
fected early in the Spring of 1776. The difputes
that followed were peculiarly violent, obftinate and

• pcrfonal. Every fubfequent regulation he propo-
fed, met, from feven members of the council, with
an ardent and inveterate oppofition. It is faid .

■ Tanjore had been pledged to thefe men as a fecu-
rity for the property which they had trufted in the
Nabob’s hands. This, they apprehended, would
be loft, on the reftoration of the Rajah; and they
were not without fulpicion, that the debt itfeif
would be found in no better predicament. And
when they became intemperate,, his Lordlhip did

not 
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not certainly preferve his moderation. Their dif­
fering fo widely from him in opinion, on grounds
which {truck him at lead, as equivocal,' the confe-
quencc he derived from the confidence of his em­
ployers, the honourable manner in which the me­
rit of his former conduct had been acknowledged,
and the neceflity he .conceived himfelf under, of
lofmg no time in realizing the arrangements pre-
fcribed ny the Directors, added to the natural fe-
verity of a carriage by .no means conciliating,
precipitated him in meafures which it is impof-.
-able to jullify. He advifed Meflrs. Stratton and
Brook, that as he had fomething to propofc in
.council which concerned them perfonally, it would
be decent for them to withdraw. They implicitly
complied with his rliqueft, and were inflantly fuf-
pended by his calling vote. Sir Robert Flecher,
commander in chief, was at.the fame time, and
on the fame account, laid under arreft. z- . -.

This arbitrary conduct in the Governor was ea­
gerly adopted by the fecluded members as a pre­
cedent for- juftifying-. the Hep-they had meditated.
They inftantly determined to fecure the perfon of
the prefident, and effect fuch a revolution in the
fettlement, as fhould put the power entirely into
their own- hands. Colonel Stuart 'had of courfe
fuccceded to the command of the forces. ‘ Any
violence offered to his Lordlhip within-the precinfts
of the fort, would fubjeft the actors to the penalty
of the mutiny-aft. From this fituation, however,
he was artfully inveigled, in confequence of repof-
mg an implicit trull in. the fidelity a$d fripndflnp
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of the commander in chief. This gentleman puf­
fed fcveral hours in the. morning with Lord Pigot,
on terms of the moft unreferyed and cordial inti­
macy. He prevailed on the Governor to deep for
that night at the villa where he generally retired in
the evening. The Colonel invited himfelf to a
feat ip his Lordfhip’s carriage. They were fcarce
half a mile from the fort, when Colonel Edinson
rode up, waved his naked fword over the horfes
heads, and called out, Sipoys! Captain Lyfaught
at the head of a party, inftantly rufhed to the door
of the chaifc, and prefenting a piftol, told his
Lordfhip that he was his prifoner. Colonel Stuart,
having no longer occafion for difguife, tore off the
mafic, and feizing his Lordlhip ruddy by the arm/
bid him Get out. They precipitated him into a car-'
riage that waited for the purpofe, hurried him to
the Mount, and delivered him into the cuftody.of
Maj or-Horne, the commanding officer there, with
a declaration, that, if a rclcue was attempted, his
Lordihip’s life fiiould anfwer for it. . . ‘
.■ The circumftances to which his Lordlhip was
reduced by thefc violent proceedings were, now pe­
rilous in the extreme. His. friends were feattered,

•Over-awed, and kept at a-difiahce. The ftrength
of the guards -placed about him, the ftridtnefs of
his confinement, .and the menacing orders under
which.he was committed, were calculated to im-
prefs him with an apprehcrifion of the moft fatal
cdnfcquences. His chief rcfourcc in this melan­
choly fituation was in the firmnefs of his own mind,
which, in one inftanct at lead was probably the

means
I
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■means of prcferving his life. One night he was
- fuddenly awaked by the arrival of an officer with

a party of hprfe, who brought a peremptory order
for his removal, without fpecifying whether he was
to be carried, or how accommodated. His Lord-
ffiip addrefled himfelf briefly to the foldiers. He
deflred them to recollect who he was, the fervices
he had formerly executed, the honours he had ho-
neftly acquired, and the condition to which, with­
out indictment or trial, he was now reduced. He
called upon them as men, as Chrillians, as Britons,
or even as foldiers, whether they could bear to fee-
him dragged away to be murdered in fo bafe, fo
cowardly, fo inhuman a manner. He declared,
at the fame time, and with a manlinefs that ffiook'
the moll refolute of the aflaffins, that they, might
now do their worft, kill him, or tear him to pieces.
Thefe were aCls which he could not prevent, but
they, were to be done upon the fpot, from which
he was determined' they Ihould not take him
alive. . ■ . . J

- The majority, in confequence of this manoeuvre,
.  affirmed, under a courfe of legal forms, all the

powers of government. They arraigned the con­
duce of his Lurdlhip in terms of peculiar afperity,-
and vindicated their own as a duty to which they
had been impelled by neccffity. They alledged
that he had trampled on the- moft material of the
Company s bye-laws, and, by a non-compliance
w ith fome fpecific. claufes of the regulating aCt,’
had forfeited all right to preflde in council.-... The
principal leader in the conspiracy was confcquently -

appointed
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Appointed his fucceffor in the government. The
very meafure for which they blamed him moil was .
the firft they adopted. His friends were violently
expelled from their feat in the council. Both par­
ties fent exprefles to England, the one to arraign,
the other to juftify, what had happened; .
‘ To this outrageous and unexpended revolution,
the members compoling the fupreme government of

. Bengal gave their unequivocal approbation.—
However their opinions clafhed in other particu­
lars, they united in fupporting the conduft of the
majority. It was, impolfible, indeed, for thefe
gentlemen to act otherwife. The eagernefs of the
governor-general to avow fo decided an opinion in.
favour of the ufurpers, it was probably expended,
would operate as a pledge or guarrantee, in oppo-
fition to the apprehenfion, that he might be tempted
to extricate himfelf from the embarraflments under;
which he laboured, by a fimilar expedient. It
was at the fame time the intereft of thofe who con-
ftituted a majority of that board, ‘to fupport a pre­
cedent which not only juftified their ftrenuous op-
pofirion. to the chair, but fet them an example of
aiding with vigour and fpirit in the lad extremity.

The Major's court in Madras difplayed a fpirit
and coolnefs on this emergency, which certainly,
did the members of it peculiar honour, and was
not expended. Mr. Turing, who was then major,:
owes but little to his education or his parentage.—,.
His father was a Scotfman, and lived and died in
the humble, occupation of a barber in London.—
It was the oddity of the father that difpofed Six

Chailcs
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‘ Charles Raymond to procure for the fon the ap-
■ • pointment of a writer in the Company's fervice.

He rofe through a variety of the fubordinate ftages.
in tlfc civil ellabliffimcnt, until it was his turn to-
prefidein this court. He openly and fteadily re-
probated the violence of the fuccefsful party. The
far treater part of the Britifli inhabitants were of
the fame opinion. The injury done to the intc-
reft of the Company, in the outrage of Lord Pi- •
got, was in faft regarded every where with the
moll general and fcrious condemnation.

The Company at home entered on the difeuffion.
of the fubjeft without lofs of time.. The friends
of the different parties croudcd to the feene of al­
tercation. The contcll was fupported with warmth
and vigour on both fidcs. After the matter, how-
ever, had been long and ably argued in the court
of Directors; it was finally fubmitted to the deci­
lion of the proprietors at large, who in general
court, Marched, V]r]ji agreed upon a refolution/
which was alfo confirmed, on a ballot, by a great
majority, recommending to the court of Directors
to take the moll effeclual meafurcs for reftoring
Loid Pigot to the full exercife of the powers veiled
m him by the Company, as governor and prefi-.y
dent of the fettlement of Madras; and for enquir­
ing into the conduEl of the principal aflors in hi.< .
impriionment, and in difpoffeffmghim of theexer-

. cife of the legal powers wherewith he was invefted,
The refillt of this important decifion was, that j '

tie Court of Directors adopted the refolution of
rcftonng his Lordlhip to the full exercife of the

office.
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office and powers from which he had been thus .
violently degraded. His four friends, who were.

■ ejected from the council, the court alfo reinRated.
The ufurpers were at the fame time fufpended.*  A
new government was nomi nated, in which Mr. Rum-
•bold was appointed fecond in council, and of courfe
to fucceed Lord Pigot in the chair., Nor did the
conduct of Lord Pigot pafs without cenfurc. *

Thofe refolutions, though calculated to compro-
mife the difpute, only produced new animofity.—
Minifterial influence, Mahomedan intrigues, and
the friends of the majority, at laft carried the point
fo far again ft the friends of Lord Pigot, as under
an appearance of accommodating the difference
fubfifling between them, to procure a ballot in fa­
vour of a motion for ordering all the parties cog­
nizable by the laws of England home to take their
trial. Such a {(range and hidden revolution in the
orders of the Company, was ferioufly aflonifhing ,
to every one not thoroughly initiated in the myftc-.
ries of their politics.

Governor Johnftone,however, the avowed friend
of his Lordfhip, forthwith brought the queftion be­
fore *a  higher tribunal. He moved the Houfe of,
Commons for feveral refolutions, which went to ,
a Ilrong approbation of Lord Pigot’s condufl as
governor, a confirmation of all thofe late aEs of /
the Company, which had either paffed in his fa­
vour, or condemned the conduEl of the majority
who depofed him, and a formal revocation of the .
refolution for his recal.

■' • •- The,
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The Nabob of Ascot has generally been confi-
dered as having a principal {hare in thefe turbu­
lent movements. A parliamentary inveftigation
bared the iniquitous plot, and. demonftrated, in a
fatisfadory manner, that the council of Madras,,
his Majefty’s minifters, arid the whole machinery
ef the Britilh government,. were under the fecret
cbntroul of this. Tartar Prince *.  The Houfe was
fully in pofleffiori of the fubjed, by the prefence

► of the parties moft deeply concerned in the dif-
cuflion, and the perfons whole talents,’ fituatioh„
and induftry, afforded the beft information. The
feveral arguments for and againft the motion, which
had been broached in the court of Diredors,. and
by the proprietors at large, Were ’confequently-
urged and refuted, with all the eloquence of the
Britilh fenate.

■ The gentlemen who oppofed the motion arraign-'
Cd the arbitrary government Of Lord Pigot, in-
the moft unqualified terms. They alledged that
his confinement was the unavoidable refult of a
violence, which, dm his part, threatened an irrr-‘

• mediate fubverfion of all legal authority ; that in
circtimftances when accufations of lingular deliri-'
quehey were made on all fides, and the leading
evidences of fads depended on. the preferice of the
parties, it was proper and equitable, that all of
them fhould be in England, where onlya juft arid
impartial enquiry into their condud was ■ pradi**-
cable; that reinftating the late government would

* Dcbret’s Parliamentary RcgiRcr, including the Debate
of May 22, 1777.

. , ' operate
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operate in the Company’s fcttlemcnts as an appro­
bation of his Lordfliip’s outrages, and leave all
their faithful fervants, who had risked fo much in ' •
promoting their fervice at the mercy of their inve- , - f'
tcrate enemy. And with all the virtues afcribed
to his Lordfliip, while the individuals who had
been moft afiive in his overthrow were within his ' y
reach, and he . had power to punifli. them, who /
would anfwer for the confequences. The prefl,-
dency appeared to them, in its prefent Rate of dif-
fcnfion and diftraElion, to have' altogether difqua-.
lified itfclf for managing the Company’s affairs.—r ■ ■■>■. f
Every fpecies of .evil which negligence, the bjind-
nefs of paflion, the obflj.nacy of prejudice, or the , >
impetuofity of party rage, were capable of produ- 
cing, might therefore be expe&cd. To continue ,
the council, thus circumftanced, was to hazard every
tiling valuable on that eftabliflimcnt; and matters
of the lafl importance to the Britifh inte.reft, in
thefe parts, ought not, in their opinion, to be in
truft with men lb violently agitated by a perfonai
ftruggle for power. They treated the dangerous
influence attributed to the Nabob as chimerical
and abfurd. They defcribed him as in a ftate of . ;
the moll abjeft. dependence, without either force
to .controui, or wealth to undermine. And they
boldly and vehemently declared, that all the alle?
gations concerning his intrigues.and bribery, whe-.
therein India or England, were equally unfounded,
and originated.only in the idle conjecture, .or ma­
licious fuggeftions of thofe who wilhed to injure his

- -- ■ O 2 - ' •• • interefl, •
‘ . ... . ~ ' ' ’ - ' E.j

-- ‘ •
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interefl, or were utterly unacquainted with his
character or circumflanccs.

•; The reply to thefe arguments was not lefs fpirit-
ed or explicit. The genius of a Burke, a Fox;
and ajohnftone, was never exerted, or ftruck the
houfe with greater fplendour or more irrefiftible
energy. The whole proceedings which led to the
prefent anarchy in the Prefidency of Madras were
Hated with force and precifion, and the delegated
authority under which the Company’s fervants aft-
cd, was liberally arid impartially difeuffed. Gover­
nor Johnflone opened the bufinefs, in a fpeech of
above two hours, in which he detailed the tranfac-
lions of the Carnatic and Tanjore with his ufual
ability, 'and every appearance of liberal and au­
thentic information. Hejuftificd Lord Bigot, by
fuch a flatement of fads as could not be contra­
dicted. His Lordfliip, he averred, had committed
no violence, which”, as an honefl man who wifhed
to fulfil his engagements, he could avoid. He
ccnfured the motions of Sir H. Macworth in the
India-houfe for the recal of his Lordfliip, as con­
founding .the innocent with the guilty, - and form­
ing a barefaced apology for the groflefl ufurpation.
And he thought the intrigues of the Nabob, even
in this country, to be too palpable and operative,
to be either overlooked or denied. The gentle­
man who fccondcd the motion, fcrupled not to -
affirm, that the council who had aflumed the power
of.the Prefidency received for their exertions from
the Nabob, the enormous bribe of eight hundred
dioufimd pounds, in mortgages on the Tanjore.

- country-
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country. The tone of the debate was equally fup-
ported by the fpeakers who followed. The refo-
lutions in which the argument originated were expo-
fed with infinite wit and ridicule to the contempt and
derifion of the houfe. They were contradictory,
and impracticable. They prefcribed an equal pu-
nilhment for thofe who did and thofe who did not
their duty,, for thofe who had proved faithful to
their truft, and thofe who had proved treacherous,
and they involved principles of retribution which
exiltcd in no other part of the world. They affert-
ed, that Government here had actually been bought

‘to vindicate by its fanftion the iniquitous caufe of
a faClion there. In this manner a combination
among the Proprietors was formed, and influenced
by motives of immediate convenience, to endan-

' ger their own interefl in the Company. The ho­
nour of a tried and able fervant, and the rights of
a faithful ally, were, as they apprehended, grofsly
and wantonly facrificed. * To accomplifh this un7
worthy purpofe, the remotefl dock-yards had been
.recently ftript of their inhabitants, and all the va­
rious departments of flate in every corner of the

. kingdom evacuated to carry a qucllion in the In-
dia-Houfc.. All this, and every other mifehief.
that had lately happened, or might Hill be appre­
hended, on the coaft of Coromandel, they roundly
attributed to the mcafure which had been adopted
of fending plenipotentiaries to negotiate treaties
with the country powers, independent of the Com-
rpany, and in dircCl violation of.her chartered rights.

‘ They forefaw the interpofition of miniflry in Tea- ,
.. 03 dcnhall
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' dcnhall and India had hitherto been equally ruin-
ous, and would ultimately prove fatal. What they
could not do here was generally effected on the
fpot. The Directors were ciphers the moment
they differed from his Majefly’s miniflers, and their
orders, without the approbation of Government,
only proved in India words without meaning.—
The Company had no longer any authority over

■ its own fervants. Scperate intcrefls were formed
<.and factions eftablifhed, in all its fettlements and

dependencies, and its former influence and refpec-
tability with the powers of the empire were no
more. There was not a principle urged, in behalf
of this recal which might hot warrant the recal of
p.11 the governors and councils, with every Other

. defcription of m.en with whom the civil or crimi­
nal adminiftration was lodged, in our fettlements
dr colonies in every part of the world. The pre*
tence of faction would always be at hand to juftify • ‘
every outrage. It was by the operations of this
powerful and dangerous engine, a popular credu­
lity, that tyranny became gigantic, monflrous, and
deteftablc I The Nabob could not wifh for a
thod better calculated to gratify the mofl fanguine
inclination of his nature. It had no other tenden­
cy than to eflablifh that independence which he fo
anxioufly. deftred. Whenever any of his defigns
were controverted, he could be at no- lofs how to
procure a majority of the council. His treafurcs
would operate on all future emergencies as it had
done on this, and the Company would find it diffi- .
cult to prevent the reeal of any fervant, however

worthy,
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Worthy, popular or able, when hardy .enough to .
undertake their orders with upright intentions.

The queftion being at laft put, at one o’clock .in
the morning, [May 22, 1777,3 the motion of Go- .
vernor Johnftone was rejected, by a majority of
twenty-three. All the exertions of.his friends,
however, had they been crowned with fuccefs,
Were now too late. For, after being in confine­
ment for a period of near nine months, harrafled
by the difficulties of a moll critical fituation, agi­
tated by the workings of various paffions excited
by the extraordinary circumftances in which he was
involved, and labouring under the preflure which

, he felt from the gloomy afpeft which the Compa?
ny’s affairs every where exhibited, he died on the
18th of May, 1777,-probably of a broken heart.
His brother, Admiral Pigot, moved and carried
next year, fome time in April *,  in the Houfe of ■
Commons, for an addrefs, “ praying his Majefty,
« that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give di-
# regions to his Attorney-General, to profecute

George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles Flo-.
« yer, and George Mackay, Efquires, for order-
.« ing their Governor and Commander in chief,
« George Lord Pigot, to be arrefted and confined

under a military force, they being returned to
« England, and now within the jurifdiclion of his

’ « -Majefty’s courts of Weftminfter-Hall."
• It came out in evidence, before the bar of the

Houfe, on this occafion, that George Dawfon,
‘ r'*  . • ’ • - ■ . • - f' '•

♦ Debrct’sParliamentary Rcglftcr of this date..
' ‘ *•  ■ ' ; - ‘ Efq;
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Efq; who was a member of council during the heat
of the conteft, was pofitively offered by the Na­
bob's fon no lefs a fum than forty thoufand pounds,
only for {laying away one particular day, on which
a queftion of confequence, relative to Tanjore, .
was to be agitated. It was certainly not unnatural
for the friends, at lead, of Lord Pigot, to. prefume
from afaft thus fpecific, flagrant and authentic, that
thofc applications could hardly be confined folely
to Mr. Dawfon. • • ’
; In Rating an impartial eftimate of this important
tranfafiion, however, certain allowances ought no
doubt to be made, for the joint influence offitua- •
tion and emergency; the fympathy which it is fo

* natural to feel for the weakeft, who in every feri-
ous ftruggle muft always be the fuffering party;
the general operation of his Lordlhip’s high cha-
rafter in his favour, the obvious prepoffeflions un­
der which he was invefted with the government of
the prefidcncy, the prior obloquy, whether juft or
not, which refted on the condufl of the Company's
fervants, and that unavoidable crimination with-
which we inftinflively conneEl the violence of the
exertion with the. intereft and magnitude of the
objefl. • 1 . ’

Whatever may be faidof his Lordfhip’s abilities,
great reverence and admiration are certainly due
to the memory of his virtues. His former govern­
ment in India was -at leaft resettable.’ It exhi­
bited both fagacity and vigour of enterprize. The
fituation in which he died gives the lie to all the
furmifes of a Benfield and others, who fought, -for.'

their
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their profligate-opposition to his government, an -
excufe in his want of integrity. For he withftood

,a temptation of fix hundred thoufand pounds, to
forbear only for a fhort given time carrying the.
orders- of his conftituents into cffeft. And it is np ‘
contemptible proof how far he was fuperior to that

. general and falhionable corruption which then pre­
dominated, that his houfes and effeCls in India
were all fold to difcharge the debts he had there
contracted. Various opinions, it is probable, may
long be entertained, concerning the mode which
he ought to have preferred in managing a refrac­
tory majority of Council; but his error can never
jufljfy the outrage to which his perfon and govern­
ment were fubjcflcd, by thofe who depofed and
imprifoned him. .And it .will be remembered, ’
when all the fophiftry by which the truth has been •
fo much obfeured and difguifed is forgotten, that
his oppreflbrs were Solemnly pronounced guilty by
a jury of their countrymen. ■ ■ - - . j.- r.

CHAP-
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C H A P T E R . VII. ' •

The Regulating All—Injlitution of the Supreme Coun-
„ dl—Character of its Members—Pojlure of Affairs '

■■ en the Continent of India—Government of the Ma­
jority—They conjure the Syjlem of the former Admi-
njl ration—Condemn the Rohilla war, -which Mr.

’ Haflings defends, and withholds his Correfpondence
- - with the Refident—The Troops recalled from that

- ■ Expedition—Treatment of the Great Mogul—Ope-
rations of the Army—The Governor-General charged
with corrupt Practices before ‘the Board—Death of
Sujah id Dowlah—The Story of Nuncomar—Effects
of lhefe Alterations in England. . /

' - . . .. ■ • ■ ■ : ;>

• -The politics.of the Eaft-India -Company are fo

-'■extenfive and complicated in their operations, and
. fo generally deftruflive in their effeCls, that Indof-

tan perhaps is the only country in the world where
they could have commanded the leaft profperity.
Independent of enormous charges habitually incur­
red by an endlcfs feries of expenfive and import-

s ant eftablifliments in every department of Hate,
the resources of this great and opulent empire are
loaded with that vaft. and permanent commercial
fuftem, which is' the ultimate and oftenfible objeft
of the whole arrangement. The fafety, the hap-
pinefs, and the profperity of the fubjeft, which
ought to be the principal and invariable concern ■
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, of Government, are loft in a perpetual folicitude
to increafc the treafure of the Company, to fur-
nifh their annual invcftmcnts, to fupply their ex-

, penditurc, and to accumulate the fortunes of indi-
• viduals. ... \ 7

•• It is a fundamental maxim in the beft regulated.
fyftem of finance, to alfefs the public ip propor­
tion only to its real exigence, and to apply with a
confcientious exaClncfs whatever furplus may re­
main to meliorate thefe affeffments. In the Go-'
vcrnmcnt of the Company, however, this princi­
ple is impra£licable. .Thofe trading potentates
have a perfonal and private intereft at heme, to

' which their poffeflions and dominions abroad are
merely fubfervient. And all the ravages and mer-
cilefs devastations which fo invariably characterize
the Britifh conquefts and authority in India, have
certainly originated in a fettled predilection for . .
this intereft. - The refources of the country are
confequently exhaufted to fupply a conftant expor­
tation of its wealth, for which it has no return; to

'enrich individuals, who referve their expenditure
for another climate ; and to anfwer the exigences
of a fyftem from which it derives no adequate be­
nefit. Here the prodigious deficiencies in the ag­
gregate produce of territory and commerce, which
often fall upon the Company’s affairs with fuch a

" preffure as threatens their extinction, invariably
arife: this accounts for all the various and frequent
embaraffments into which they are plunged both in
India and England. A vein is thus opened, or ra-

'' thcr a vcffel burft, in the body politic, by which
the
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the vital fountain which feeds the current of its*
health and vigour is fuddenly and fenfibly diminifh-'
ed. This inceflantandincreafingdrain, by which the
exuberance of the eaft has ruflied like a flood, for
above half a century, upon almoft every nation in­
Europe, could not have been at any time fupplicd
by ordinary means; In fa Cl, a ftandard of acqui-
fition was early eftablilhed in that country, on prin­
ciples of violence and venality, which it has been
the uniform ambition of all fucceeding adventur-:
ers to equal, and in many inftances to furpafs.—
The only fyftem of buying and felling eftablilhed
by the fervants of the Company, efpecially lince
their alfumption of fovereignty in Bengal; has been
to feize by force what goods they pleafc, and at
their own price, and by the fame means to difpofe
of them. . _-.c q ;
* Thefe requifitions, accompanied by an authority
that was omnipotent, were anfwcred'for fome time
with punctuality. And the dilburfements of that
tranfitory period did not exceed the profits, of the
Company. When once thofe, however, who had
lands, were wantonly deprived of them, when there
remained no more money to be extorted; -when
the manufactures of the mechanic were torn from
his loom; when the farmer, and- even the Ryot,
were robbed of their rice; and when the Zimin-l - "
dar, no longer able or willing to proftitutc the. ho4
notir of his family, or the riches of his anccRors,
fot the private purchafe of protcClion, fell a facri-
fice to rapacity, this enormous flux of -wealth ob-.
vioafly dccrcafed. Britifh .adventurers, *at  the

. head
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head of armies, though ardent and indefatigable in
•their duty of exploring and plundering a defence- -
lefs people, .were fatisfied, after a feries of the moll
fhocking experiments, to admit the humiliating . '
maxim, that the only permanent and fol id re four- - ; ’ ■ •
ces of a commercial country do not confift in con- '
tributions raifed by military coercion,- but in a fc-
dulous cultivation of the foil, in the improvement • £
of manufafture, in the induftry, the population,
the general and domeftic felicity of its inhabitants. /

.Revenues, fupplied by means exterior to thefe,
ifluft be as precarious in their nature, as they are
flagitious in the acquifition. And it is not more .. /
abfurd to exp'eft life without fuftenance, or. ftrength 4 ' P

■ without health, than that a government, in.the- ' i;
common operations of which there is neither ho- "
nour nor humanity,. Ihould, for any length of .
time, be cither prpfperous or lading. ' •
i The fituation of the Company, in 1772, de-4 4 . .
monftrates the truth of this obfervation. > Their.
circumftances at.that time were fo critical, and;
equivocal, that they were univerfally deemed on~ .. . . ' 1.
the very eve of bankruptcy. The general afpeft • ‘
of their affairs was every where alike gloomy and.
foreboding. Their governmental home and abroad.
was equally without firmnefs and efficiency. Ve-<
nality, luxury, and inattention, had pervaded, re-?
laxed, and inervated every fpring in thefyftem.—
The. country was wafted and depopulated by extor- t
yon, by famine, and by emigration ; the army, in
various fituations, were the viflims of inactivity,
or the inftruments of outrage;-the treafury was
• • ; empty,. x .
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empty, and the annual flipulation appropriated to
government unpaid. The preflure of thefe united.
difficulties was the more fenfibly felt by the Direc­
tors, that the Bengal bills_weje now almoft due—,
They were impelled to make application to Mi-
niftry, for new pecuniary aids, who referred them
to the Bank of England. Nor was it without reluc-
tance, that the Bank confentcd, after much delibe­
ration, to advance the loan of two hundred thou-
fand pounds. - . : . . ’ .

All thefe inconveniencics had originated, as ufual,
in the flagrant mifmanagement of their fervants.-
This tbeCompany determined to correft with all pof-
flble expedition and efficiency,. by the inllitution of
an extraordinary commiflion for that purpofc. This ■
appointment, fimilar to the plan of that which had
gone out in the Aurora frigate, was confirmed in
a general court of Proprietors, and even fanftified
by his Majefty’s approbation. The Company, in.
die mean time, was reduced to the neceflity of ap­
plying to Parliament for a relief, in fome degree
adequate to their exigencies. They petitioned for.
a million and a half, at an intereft of four per cent.
with the liberty of repaying it by inftallments of not
lets than three hundred thoufand pounds, and pro-
mifed that their dividend fhould nof be more than fix
percent, untihhe debt was reduced one-half. Much-
hefitation was fhewn, and an interefting difeuflion
took place, when Parliament at laft agreed, from-
confiderations ,of ncceflary policy and expediency,;
to grant an immediate fupply of one million four
hundred thoufand .pounds. An enquiry into the
i.a.e of the Company’s affairs being appointed and

1 . carried
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carried on by a committee of the Houfe, it was at
the fame time formally ftated and brought up in a
report, that, notwithftanding thefc difficulties, a
commiflion was aftually pjeparing and formed, on
principles of fuch extravagance, that the legiflature-
would be warranted in preventing its execution. :

An idea fo juft in itfelf, thus fcafonably broach--
ed, was eagerly approved and adopted by the
Houfe. bill, framed to give it effeft, was there-
fore immediately brought in and paffed, though'
two members in the direftion earneftly pledged
themfelves, that the commiflion, which had pro­
ved fo obnoxious, fhould not take place until fuch'
progrefs was made in the prefent enquiry, as might
appear to juftify the meafure. But this fccurity,
however refp'eflable in itfelf, or folcmnly pledged
to the Houfe, was by nd means deemed adequate',
as the court of Directors might at any time be con-
trouled by a majority of the propriety at large.

Early in 1773, it was alfo refolved, from mo?
lives-of indifputable prudence, according to feme,
or more probably to anfwer the views of mihifte-
rial intrigue, as-others fhrewdly conjectured, to:
reftrain the future dividends of the Company *.  By
fuch obvious encroachments -of prerogative, the
public were alarmed with -the idea that Govern­
ment intended to feize the Company’s property,
and deftroy their Charter. The minifter, however,
fdbnput an fend to tlicfe apprelifenfions, at leaft
for the time, by prdpofing T, that the territorial

* Dcbret’s Parliamentary Regiftcr of March 23, 1/73'
„ f Aprils—30, ' ., . acquifitions
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acquifitions fhould remain in the pofleflion of the
Company fix years longer. The public clamoured
and the Company inveighed, and even petitioned.
the Houfe in oppofition to thefe proceedings, but
without effeft. The fubjecl had occupied Parlia­
ment for above two months, and deeply interefled
the attention of the whole nation. Rcfolutions
to the following effefi were at length moved for by.
the minifter *,  and made the foundation of a bill
for eftablifhing certain regulations for the better­
management of the affairs’of the Eaft-India Com­
pany, both in India and England. That the elec­
tion of Direflors fhould be put upon a new foot­
ing; that the right of voting fhould be’taken from
every proprietor not poffefled of a thoufand pounds
ftock; that a fupremc court of judicature fhould'
be inftitutdd for India; that the judges in this
eftablifhment .fhould be nominated by the Crown,
and that a fuperiority fhould be given to the. Pre-
fi dencyof Bengal over all. the other prefidencies
in India. _■ '
• -The objeCl of this famous regulating-a£l, which,.
^fter a. world of altercation in both Houfcs of Par­
liament, obtained the fanClion of the Legiflaturc,-
was a total revolution in the whole fyftem of the

* Company s government. The-Court of Directors
. to. derive additional force- from the annihila­

tion of thofe.faElions, with the creation of which
that of.the proprietry was chargeable. Provifion
was made for fecuring an impartial, adminiftration

* Dcbrct’s Parliamentary Reg ifl.tr, May 3.
: ‘ of
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of juftice among the natives, under the govern- '■
ment of the Company’s fervants in India; and
thus a bar of apparent efficacy wag raffed and efta-
blifhed againft the tyranny and/ oppreffion-exerci-.
fed by Britifli fubjefts refideht in that country, and
afting under the delegated authority of their maf-
ters. A general fuperintending council was at the
fame time conftituted, and invefted with fupreme
controuling powers. The obvious view of thelc-
giftature in this part of the new fyftem; was to
unite arid Corifolidate the ftrength- of the Com­
pany, that, on erriergencics of common danger,: the
co-operation of all the fetilcments might be at­
tended with that uniformity which is ncccffary to'
give it' effect. So’ that; -in all the Company's con­
nection with -foreign ftates; and thofc tfanfaClions

. especially which relate to peaCe and war, the is
henceforth to be viewed as wielding the fc-eptre of
one vaft and extehfive empire, the principal mem­
bers of Which, however- remote in point of local
■fituation, are all dependent- on' the famt head.—-
Nor was it the leaft interefting feature in the mea- -
fare, ‘ that-the fervants of-the crown were introdu­
ced to-a fiiarb- irrthe management of.-the Com­
pany’s affairs, which were now fo blended or in-
Volved'with- thofe"of-the public, that: it was pre­
fumed the latter could not be-properly and faith- -
fully adininiftered, without-a -fedulous attention to
the former.- His Majefty’s minifters were there­
fore, made partakers of- the-Company s patronage,

” and in fome degree refpo'nfible for the characters
and capacities of tb’e:pcrfons employed in that fitua-

i . . p tion.
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tion. And it was ordered in the. aft, that every
: 'thing .in the Company's correspondence from In-

• .dia, which related to civil or military affairs,'
ihould, within fourteen days after the receipt'of it

’ in England, be laid before the fecrctary of Rate;
• ' and matters more immediately conneftcd with the -

revenue, were direfted by the fame authority to be’
•infpefted by the commiffioners of the treafury.
. Mr. Haftings was appointed governor-general;
.General Clavering, Colonel Manfon, xMr. Bar-^
•well, and Mr. Francis, counfellors. The term of
holding thefe important offices was limited to five
-years, from their arrival in Bengal, and affuming
.the government. Nor were they removeable, ex­
cept by the King, upon a representation from the
JDireftors. The firft Situation, in cafe of a vacan­
cy; was to be filled by the next in rank, and the

' .place of counfcllor Supplied by the Direftors,.with
•confent of his Majefty, under his fign manual,/ •
.during the firft five years.- The eftablifhment of a ■
-board of trade, and the regulation of Such parties

• lars as were made the Specific objefts of that jurif-
•diftion, formed alfo a material part of this aft.—
•It invefted the governor-general, and four coun-
•fellors, with the fame powers as were then, or had
'at any time been exercifed by the prefident and

*• -council, or feleft committee in the kingdom of
. :Bengal, Bahar or Oriffa. The opinion of the ma- .

■jority was in all cafes of difference to- decide the .
.queltion,. and where the number prefent ihould on
any account, or by any accident, be divided, the-

' -governor-general, or, in his abfence, the Senior
•••••••’» _ member,' •
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member, was to have a calling voice. It limited
the exercife of their fupremacy over the other pre­
sidencies, to the prerogative of declaring war, ma- ~ i'
king peace, or negotiating other treaties with In­
dian princes. It enjoined obedience to the orders of

. ; the Directors, and required the regular tranfmilfion . .
of advices within a limited time. Thefe the court \
of Directors was at the fame time required to lay '■
before one of his Majefty’s principal fecretaries of /
Hate., The governor-general and council, chief- ■
juftice or member of-the fupreme court of judica- - ’ ;
tore, all collectors, fupervifors, and any of bis • . !■

. Majefty’s fubjeCts employedin the collodion of -
the revenues, were prohibited from carrying on any
dealings or tranfaClions of traffic or commerce what- " ‘ !’

-ever. And a claufe againft receiving, direClly or in-. T
dircClly, any prefent, gift, donation, gratuity or re-. ■

• ward, pecuniary or - otherwife, or any promife or
■ engagement for them, extended to every perfon ‘ .

‘ holding either civil or military-office under the •
'•crown or the Company. . .. . J

' '' • ‘Mr. Mailings was then governor, and Mr. Bar-
well a. member of the exifting council and prefi- ' -

•dency of Bengal. The three other gentlemen no­
minated to complete the board, left England in

’ -the month of April, [17 74.] Their authority was
only to take effeCl by the firft of Auguft, in thez ( . i
fame year. Previous to their departure, the court .

• of Directors agreed upon a body of inftruCtionsfor
their fervants in their refpeClive fituations, which
were approved by counfel, as legal, and confift- . .

- * ent with the provilions and fpirit of the aCi. Thefe
' p 2 v-'ere
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;Were addreffed in,the aggregate to the governor­
general and. council of Fort-Wihiarn. ...

- The advice which accompanied this great code
of Br-itifh legiflation and jurifprudence to the banks
of the Ganges, from the court of Directors to the .
gentlemen inverted with this new delegation, was,

■ important and material. It inculcated'the inoft
perfeCl harmony among themfelves, as of eflential

’. and indifpenfible nccertity to the welfare of the
Company, and an honourable difeharge of the

■ trull repofed in them. It pre fifed the propriety
;and-confequence of fixing, their attention-on the
prefervation of tranquillity, through the whole In­
dian empire, the protection of the Company’s ter<-

- -ritories, and the improvement of their .revenues.
•And it directed them in the exercife of their con-
troul over the other prefidencies, in quertions re­
lating to peace and war, that they, fhould carefully 1

-ftudy the intererts and probable connections of the
-country powers-with each. other, with the Com­
pany, and with other- European’nations;’ that they
fhould aim at-, nothing by other .means-, .which
could be obtained by ncgociation; that the gene-

-ral intereft, in all its dependencies; fhould regulate
the meafures of their government-; but that, on no
"confideration, fhould they ever be tempted to lofe

v -fight of the fafety and profperity of Bengal.- -A ;
- fhort hirtory of the.fupr’eme government, under the

influence of a majority of the council,’will abun-
..dantly jurtify the forefight- of the- court,, in fug*
■ gefting thefe falutary directions. .

. •■_.., ,• Thff;
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' The new adminiftration did not take place until

.the latter -end of October. It was compofed of ’ ' • ■
■individuals not unqualified for occupying the im- ■ - !
portant fphercs to which they were called, with a
capacity, an energy, and a dignity equal to the J

• rcfponfibility connect'd with the duty for which
•they ftood committed. ' The deep, fagacious, pe- • ; ft
netrating underftanding; the-cautious, wary, per- ’
■fevering temper; the-daring, original, and enter- > /•
■prifing genius which have"uniformly diftinguiftied , if;
.the politics of the governor-general, fafliioned him*  ’
with fingular propriety to fill the higheft depart- , i :

■ ment in a government which entrufted a few fo­
reigners with the lives and properties, of millions. < 1
To a very high fenfe of honour, General Claver- - - • ;;
ing addqd uncommon delicacy in his difeernment. .

• of men and things.-- lie connected'the fpirit and * ! j
liberality of a gentleman with the confcientious dif- . * ■ K
charge of bis duty, and an inviolable predilection . . i
for the facred regards of right and wrong. His '

' fenfibiiities were probably too refined, and his mo- .
rality too inflexible for the obliquities of Afiatic

-politics. Thefe qualities, in fuch a ctuation, might . . -
operate as defeats of character. , A government,

- pot eftablifhed in principle, was unlikely to prof-
' per by the virtues of its members. • Colonel Man-

fon poffeffed all the honefty, fimplicity, and difin-
terefted; complaifance of his profefliop. He had
firmnefs without obftiqacyj and, with an affabi­
lity fingularly.;amiable and conciliating, a mind . •
open to contiClion, a found underftanding, and a

' * Warm heart: he maintained his opinions with ftca- 
' P a . • dinefs,
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dinefs, and avowed his attachments to the laft.
Mr. Barwell, from long refidence on the fpot, great
intercourfe with the natives, a turn for obfervation, .
and an intimate acquaintance with the manners
and peculiarities of the country', poffeffed fuch a '
valuable ftock of local intelligence, as could pot •
but afford him the readieft and clcareft afliftance
in cafes of the greateft intricacy. Mr. Francis has
a cool head, and a correft judgment. His opinions
are formed with no commpn fhare of fhrewdnefs - >
and precifion. < Endowed with a liberal education,

■ accuftomed to exercifes which required attention,
feleCtion and digeftion, and poffefling habits of the
moft indefatigable induftry, few men .were better .
fitted for the arrangement, the detail, and-the dis­
patch of bufineFs. A miniftry combining, exerting,
and directing fuch talents as thefe to one objeft,
was equal toz the management of the greateft em­
pire, They wanted .only fome. grand prevailing

. intereft to engrofs, cement, and ftimulate their re-
• fpc8.lve energies, and it was impoflible but the wif-

dom of their meafures, the harmony, the efficacy^
and the promptitude of their operations, muft en--
fure them fuccefs; •

The exprefs orders of/the Directors tp Mr. Haf-
tings, even while at the head of the former, admi-r
niftration, were, that no rank, ftation, connection,
or confideration whatever, fhould deter him from
bringing every oppreffion to light, and every offen­
der, native and .European, to condign punifhment..
Thefe, however, he conceived to be abfolutely im­
practicable, and embraced the fuft opportunity of an­

nouncing
4 ‘ '■ . . . ■ _
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nouncing that conviction to the Directors, in very
decided- language.- He refolved every fpecics of'

- delinquency into the imbecility of the eftablifhed
fyftem, • and, afferted the incompetency of their

• conftitution for the management of extenfive do-
* minions, under charters originally framed for the
jurifdiCtion of.trading fettlements. Whether he did -
not choofe to encounter the obloquy which a clofe ‘
retrofpeCtion into the conduCt of other govern- ..
ments might have occafioned. Whether he fuf-
peCtcd or forefaw the oppofition naturally to be ‘

', expelled in carrying on Tuch an invidious en­
quiry. might overfet his government.’ . Whe­
ther the fentiments of private friendfhip might
not operate as infuperable .obftacles to the per­
formance of public duty, or whether all thefe
confiderations might not have their weight in
determining his refolution on fo material a part of
his office, it would be prefumption to affirm. But
the conduct of his colleagues in office foon afforded
him full and repeated opportunities of exemplifying,\.
in his own defence, the truth of that impraClica-

' bility, which he had fb firmly afferted..
The introduction of a new fyftem was a meafure

which, in its own nature, implied a complete con-
demnation of the old. It would at leaft have 111
become the legiflature -to attempt a, reformation
where nothing was either ufelefs, defective, or im­
proper. The members fent from home confidered

«. themfclves • as bound by this conftruCtion of the
aCt.’ The fpirit and tendency of former inftitu-
tions had occafioned the powers with which they

... . • - P 4 were
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\vcre inveRed. . Their official exiRence, for that
reafoii, {lamped an indelible cenfure on theconT
dufl of their predeceffiors. The character of Mr/ •
HaRings, by the fanflion of the Britifh parliament;:
appeared on the face of th(e revolution, an honour- .
able exception to the delinquencies in which it ori- ,
ginated. To him was affigned the direflion of the
jiew government. He poflefled the principal fitu-
ation in the fcrvice of his employers. The legal
prerogatives of fris Ration were eminent and exten-

• , five. He prefided in the council, fie corrpfpondcd
exclufively with the native princes in India. His
name gave validity and authenticity to every pub­
lic deed. Thefe diflinflipns were by no means
calculated to Ififlen or depreciate his perfonal me­
rits in the eyes of his colleagues. They went, in

. ‘ fafl, to India with the flrongeft prepoffieffions in
r- - his favour. If their own pofitive and repeated de­

clarations are entitled to belief they did not en­
tertain a doubt, but that the high reputation which

■ he bore among his friends at home, was no more
than due to,his exertions’abroad. ’ And notwith-
Randing the various furmifes which they accidcn-.
tally heard in their way to Bengal, and which threw
fome degree of {hade on the flattering idea which
|hcy had previoufly formed of his politics, his abi­
lities, and his virtues, they were not without hopes
jhat he would afifwer, the purpofes of his appoint­
ment to their fatisfaflion, as well as that of the
public. . T ‘ " .I;

‘ The Governor-general, at the fiyft meeting of the
bew government, [Oft. 25,'1774] embraced, witlj

. ■ ■, ■ ‘ ‘ 5reai



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 2i/

^reat propriety, that occafion for explaining, efpe-
cially to the gentlemen fo recently arrived from Eu­
rope, the prefent pofture of the Company’s affairs,
more particularly as conhe&ed with the prefidehey, *

jhe dominions, and the dependencies of Bengal. He
laid before them the whole complicated and multi?
farious fyRcm of the revenne department. He di­
rectedtheir atfention to a brief detail of the variou?
adjuRments and operations, by which this intricate
and laborious bufinefs was managed and executed ’

' with effeX. fie pointed out a great number of new
and neceffary regulations which, to anfwer the’

. purpofes of accuracy, expedition, and order, the •
|ate adminiftration had introduced. He Rated, at
the fame time, in a very fpecious manner, and
with his ufual correQnefs and perfpicuity, the
mofl material meafures which the council had
adopted and recorded, fince he had the honour of ~
fitting in the chair. The Company's.alliance with i ;
the; Vizir of Oude, their treatment of the Emperor
Shaw Allum, and the aXive and’oflenfible part ■ „
-which their troops had taken in reducing the Ro- v
hilla tribes, be confidered as fo many circumRances
pregnant with the moR fubRantial advantages to

..the Britifli intereff in that part of the world. Nor
did he overlook, in‘this official narrative or Rate-
ment, the Rrength, .the views, or the connexions,
of the neighbouring powers- He fliewed what we
had reafon either to hope, .or.fcar from the friend­
ship or enmity of the MarrattoRates. He traced

. ‘the diffenfions of that powerful and warlike people •
through all their caufes, progrcls, and confe-

-- quences,
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quences, and difcriminated the fpecific aim of that
competition which continued, by the domeftic ani-;
mofities and internal convulfions it produced, to
reftrain the vigour of their government from all ex­
terior exertion or enterprize. He exhibited the do-’
minions of Berar; as peculiarly interefting to the' •
Company, from their fituation and proximity to
thofe of Bengal. Thefe too were defcribed as in­
volving different interefts, from the peculiar con-:
neftions, politics, and principles of the chiefs who • -
poffeffed them. .The movements of this mighty

. - ftate, efpecially as being clofely united by blood
to that of the Marrattos, he conceived, ought to be
narrowly and afliduoufly watched by the fupreme
government. • And be concluded, with infinuating
the moft fanguine expectation, that by proper ma- -

• nagement on the part of the Company, no incon-
ffderable advantages might accrue to them and to
the Britifh nation, from the general refult of thofe
arrangements *,  which he had thus fummarily de-

- ’ tailed. '■ :
< - The '

- * To elucidate this part of the fubjedl, the whole of the
Governor-general's minute on that occafion ought to be in-

fertcd. ■ 1 have omitted the references to original documents
tn the various offices, as the former'can. be of no uje except
to fuck as have accefs to the latter.

1 All the Members of this Council being now alfcmbled,
I,could wilh to point out fame general plan for carrying
into execution the regulations of the new fyftem of go­
vernment, agreeably to the inftruflions received from the

• r ^mpany ; but upon-an attentive review ,of the various-
u jet s which occur, I find.it neceffary to feleft fuch pan-

ucular parts of them as fcein to claim your earlieft notice;
. relervmg the reft for future confideration, to be taken up

’ - ‘ - in

find.it
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The gentlemen from England were ftruck with .

peculiar aftonifliment and concern by fome parts
' ' - ' . of. '. * ’ * . '

in the order in which their refpefiive importance or parti­
cular exigences may point out. I fhall take the liberty to
accompany every propofition with a brief relation of fuch
circumftances, and fuch paft tranfaflions, as have any re­
lation to it, and are neceffary to be known, for. the pur-
pofe of forming your refolutions upon it.. I mean not,
gentlemen, to preclude any other Member of the Council
from offering any point for prefent deliberation, which, in
his judgment, may claim a preference in point of time, above
thofe which I may wilh to introduce. -I only propofe this
method as the moft likely to facilitate the difpatch’ of bu-
finefs, which may be retarded by undertaking too many
fubjeQs at the fame inflant. It will unavoidably take fome
time to arrange and perfeft the new fyflem of this admini-
flration; in the mean while, the, current affairs will re­
quire your daily afliflance to keep them in motion; and
in both, I mean both in forming the new mode of govern­
ment, and conducing the daily bufinefs, you will find it
neceffary to confult the records of the former admini-
flration, .for the fake of due connexion and confiftency.

■ I defire alfo to fhorten the time, and leflen the trouble of
fuch a fearch among the voluminous books of confutations,'
by the mode propofed, of laying before you a fuccinft
view of each fubjeft, with references to the confultations .
for the fucceflive orders which have been iffued, and the
advices which have*  been received concerning them. I

, think it my duty to add, and I think I may do it, without .
prefuming too much upon the experience which I have
acquired in the affairs of this government, that I fhall be
at all times happy to aflift any Member of the Council
with my communications upon any point upon which he
may dcfire to be fo informed-.

“ Profeflions of zeal, and folicitude for the public good,
are too commonly made ufe of to be received with implicit
credit; but I feel my own honour, and my own mtereit,

- fo intimately blended with the fuccefsful illue of the mea-
fures of this government, that I may with truth, and wit -
out hazard of having my declaration fufpefted, alhrm, t a
J have not a wiih, even for myfelf, which has noi: > 
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of. this intelligence.' The fufpicions - which the
' rumours they had heard in their way to India, ’and

'• - •. ' , which

good of the Company for its immediate objeft, and my
own ultimately/ as derived from it. .1 believe I may fafciy-
conclude the fame for the other gentlemen embarked with , ■
ine in this great undertaking; and I have the moft tho­
rough confidence in your difpofnion to unite with me in

'the profecutibn of the Company's interefts, while I, with
theftrifteft fincerity and cordiality declare; that nothing on
my part {hall be wanting to. render that union elfeftual.

“ The points which I fhall beg leave to fubm/t. to your
confideration are, firft,’ the mode of conducing the buft-
nefs of the revenue; ?_nd next, the political fyftem of thefe'

' provinces. . ' ■
“ The general mode which js'at this time eftablifhed for

the management of the colleftions, is as follows : The pro­
vinces are formed into fix divifions; each comprehending
feveral inferior dillrifts, under the direftion of a"Chief and
Council; thefe receive -their orders from the Board at
large, and report to them their proceedings jn a feparatp
department, called a Council .of Revenue; and for the
greater facility of difpatchiijg bufinefs with the inhabitants,
and for the prefervation of the ancient forms and rules of
office, a Dewan or minifter of die revenue is appointed,tc?
each divifion, who is joined to the Provincial Council, and
keeps all the accounts and records of the country lan7

S. Native fuperintendants are alfo appointed to each
. of the provincial divifions, with the tide of Naibs,

and correspond with the Provincial Councils and Dewans.
T he Dewans alfo tranfmit their accounts and proceedings to
an office of ancient i'nllitntion, lately transferred from the
city of Moorlhedabad to Calcutta,-named the Khalfa, which
is under the charge of an officer entitled the RoyRoyau,who

^occalionally fits at the meeting of the Councils of Revenue,
and is the channel of communication between the Board, r
and the Dewans, tranfmitting to the latter, the counterparts
of die orders of the Board, which are lent to the Provin- r

■ Cial Councils,’ and receive their anfwers. ’ The exceptions,
to this general fyftem arc, the province of Chittagong,
v men, from its remote fituation and fmall revenue, has beep •. (
V--t under the fingle charge of the chief of die factory;

• gn(j
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■Which a variety of circumfianccs infpircd, on their
arrival- were confirmed.' The great principle of

govern-
and the diflrifls of Pallamow and Ramgur, under Captain.

.-Camac ; and of the Jungnlterry of Curruckpoor, &c.
under Captain Browne. 1 hefe may be properly termed
military collctiorffiips. 'They are computed of the wild
mountainous part of the country, which have been lately
.reduced to a date of fubmiffion to government, andrequire
the continual prefence of a military force to keep them in
fubjeftion. The revenue which they yield is inconfider- -
able; but-the poffeffion of them, is a fecurity to the peace
of the cultivated and more civilized lands in their neigh- '

. bourhood, which, till their reduflion, • were continually
expofed to the ravages of wild and lawlefs people inhabit­
ing them. With thefe militaiy collectors,- the correspon­
dence was carried on by the Governor only ; but accord­
ing to the inftruflions now received from the Company, it .
Teems requifite that it ffiould in future be conducted by the
Council at large;  ' • .

“ I muff beg leave to conclude this fubjeft with eameflly f
offering my advice for the continuation of thisfyftem in. -
all its parts, with fuch alterations only as the late change
in the government has rendered indifpenfably neccffary.
Innovations are always attended with difficulties and in- ■

• conveniences; innovations in the revenue, with a fufperr- .
, fion of the colleflions, and a change at this feafon of the •
year, would be particularly dangerous, as the time of thee
heavieft payments is now approaching. For the fame rca-
fon, -your fpeedy determination upon the future mode of .
managing and colleCling therevenues would prove of. elfen-

' rial fervice.
“ The Court of Dire&ors have been advifed of the

formation of this eftablilhment, in cdnfequence of the orders
tranfmitted to us in their letter of the 7th of April, 1/731

.and we may fliortly hope to be furniffied with their bnal
determination concerning-it. I mull likewife recommend.-

-the continuance of the feparatiorr which was originally
' made, of the revenue department from the other offices of
the government, as the only means by which it can be re-

‘ gularly conduced ; and as there is no branch of the Com­
pany’s aflairs. on which their interells fo eflentially < open

.-*■  7 • .. . -- . • 1. pro-
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government, .to the operations of which report had
attributed the moft falutary and fubftantial amend­

ments

I propofe that the Council do aflcmble for the condufl of
it, in the fame manner as was praflifed by the late Coun-"
cil of Revenue.

“ It will be neceffary to form other fubfidiary regn--
Jations for feparating the revenue from the commercial
department, .and preventing competitions between them,
and to- determine what fervants fliall be employed in the
revenue branch; that the board of trade may be enabled
to make choice, from amongft the reft, of fuch as will be
required for conducing the commercial bufinefs.

“ The next point which I have ptopofed for your con-.
fideration, is, the political fyftem of thefe provinces.

“ The alliance with the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, the Vi­
zir of the empire, is the only foreign connexion in which
the government can with propriety be faid to be engaged.
This took place originally by the treaty formed by Lord
Clive at Illahabad, in the year 1765. »

“ By a new treaty with the Vizir, dated Sept. 8, 1773,
in confequence of an interview I had with him at Benares,
the monthly fubfidy- for the extraordinary expence of our
forces employed in his afliftance, was fixed at the fum of
210,000 rupees for one brigade; and the provinces of Cora
and Illahabad ceded to him for the fum of fifty lacks of

■ rupees, of which twenty lacks were, to be immediately due,
and were accordingly paid ; fifteen lacks were to be paid
at the expiration of a year, and the remaining fifteen at

■ the expiration of two years.
“ At the fame time, the Vizir had folicited the aid of

our troops to reduce the Rohilla country, lying on the
north of his dominions, between the -Ganges and the
mountains of 1 ibbet. The immediate plea for thefe hof-
tilities, was, -the breach of faith with wltich the Rohilla
chiefs were charged in the fupplies of money afforded by -
them, to the Marrattos, againft whom they had folicited
and obtained the Vizir’s affiftance, under a folemn en­
gagement to pay him forty lacks of rupees on the depar­
ture oi the Marrattos, and for refufing afterwards to fulfil
that engagement. ■

: This
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ments or reform, in every part of the whole official
arrangement, was materially different from what

. they

' r n en,erprize, the defign of which furniflied the
• firft occafion of my meeting with the Vizir, formed an
article in the original draught of our treaty; but it was af­
terwards omitted at his defire; and I protnifed that it
fliould hill take place, if it fuited the affairs of the Com-

- pany, at any other time when he fhould find himfelf in a
condition to refume it.- Accordingly, in the month of
January, 1774, the Vizir made a formal requifition of the
afliftance of a brigade of the Company’s forces, for the
defence of his dominions, and for the profecution of his
former purpofe of invading the country of the Rohillas.
For this fervicc- he engaged to pay the Company, befides
the ftipulated monthly fubfidy, forty lacks of rupees when
it fhould be concluded. •_

“ The Vizir’s requefl was granted ; the fecond brigade
was ordered on this fervice, and Colonel Champion, the

• provifional Commander in Chief, appointed to .the com­
mand. Having been joined by the Vizir and his troops.
he entered the Rohilla borders on 17th April, and on the'
23d of the fame month, attacked and defeated the army of
the Rohillas, commanded by Hafez Rahmet, their leader,
who was killed in the aflion. This viflory was decifive;
no other enemy appeared in the field; and the Vizir hav-.
ing obtained pofleflion of the greateft part of the country, . >
both armies marched on the 7th of May to the city of Bif-
fooly, where quarters were prepared for them, arid it was
intended they fhould pafs the rains there; but the remain­
ing leaders of the Rohillas having aflembled forces, under
the command of Fyzoolla Cawn, at Nejeebgur, a town on
the northern frontier of the country, the Vizir, appre- .
hending their acquiring too great flrength, and tliat the
Marrattos might return to interrupt the operations before
they were brought to a conclufion, prevailed upon Colonel

- -Champion to put the brigade again in motion, about tire
' latter end of July, and to inarch with him agamft the
enemy although the rains were then at their height. The

-- troops enjoyed remarkable good health, and proceeded
without oppofition to Pottergur, the enemy flying before
them to the fkirts of the hills, whither the combined armies
_— l‘4ve . 
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they expcEled. They faw the powers of the Coiri-
■pany wantonly exerted to give fanElion and fuccefs

- •. . - to

have followed them. They have lain - for a confiderable
time within a fhoi t diflance of each other ; Colonel Cham-
pion waiting lor orders from the Seleft Committee, to pur­
foe the enemy beyond the line to which he conceived
himfelf limited by his inllruftions. The neceffary drders

‘ were fent, and we have been for fome time pall in daily
expectations of hearing that the war was brought to a con-
cluiion, either by the attack and defeat of the enemy, or
by negotiation. ■The fall letters front Colonel Champion;
which you, Gentlemen, have read, were dated the ad in­
flant, and advife, that Fyzoolla Cawn had delivered him-.
fell’ tip, but that the negociation was flill continued.

“ The advantages propofed from this expedition were,
. < ill, an addition of territory, and, of courfe, of wealth to

the Vizir, in which the Company will always participate.-
ad.'The completion of the delenfive line of his dominions;
by freeing them from an inconvenient neighbour; and by ■
taking into them the whole fpace included between the
Ganges and the northern mountains. 3d. The employment
of a third part of our force, and a laving at the fame time
of its expences. And laflly, the flipuiation of forty lacks;
to be paid on the conclufion of the undertaking. The re­
treat of the Marrattos to their ancient territories’ and the

■ violent diflenfions which had arifen in their flate, were
arguments flrongly favouring the time which was chofen
for beginning the war; and the jtiftice of it is’ fupported
by the undoubted refufal of Hafez Rahmet to fulfil ’the
conditions of his treaty with the Vizir, of which the ori­
ginal, witnelfed by General Sir Robert Barker, is in our
pofl’efiion. , <.

“ Many detached events, fuch as the claim of the army
to a (bare in the plunder of the conquered country, the
donation oflered to them by the Vizir, a claim of the *

■ . Kmg Shah Alitim to a fliare of the conquered dillrifts,
is ill appear in the courfe of the correfpondence between
the Select Committee and Colonel Champion, and do not
require further notice in this place. ; . . •’ 7
Ti’i. 'i l)ay}llent of the treaty money for Corra and
lllahabad Hill remained undischarged by tlie laft advices; . •

, , but -
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to opprcffion and outrage, to profecute and realize
the wildcft projects of ambition^ at the expence of

• • what-;

but orders had iffited for effeflingit, and an Engliffi gentle­
man had been appointed by the Vizir to receive and take
charge of it at Fyzabad, his capital.

“ Ine. monthly fubfidy has been paid with fufficient
exactncls; at leafi we have had no information to the con­
trary. The forty lacks of rupees, flipulated for the per­
formance of the prefent fervice; I confidcr as now due,
though the Vizir makes Tome objefliohs; but the defeat
of Fyzoolla Cawn's troops, or the conclufion of the nego-
ciation with him, has, probably by this time, put the
Company s right beyond difpute. There remains alfp a
fmall balance of former accounts. flilhunadjufled;-thefe
will conflitute the principal part, if not the..whole of our
concerns with the. Vizir; when the bufinefs. on which we.
have been to this time engaged with him is concluded, I
apprehend'no difficulty in procuring payment.-

“ The bounds which I had prefcribed to tnyfelf in tlu’s pa­
per,and which I have already exceeded, will not admit of my
entering into a difeuffion of the benefits depending on the
alliance of the Company with the Vizir; thefe will appear .
at large on various parts of our records, to which I lhall
hereafter diflinflly refer. They may be reduced to the
following abridgment; a fccure barrier; a conftant occu- ■ -
pation for part of our army;- a reduction of our military
expences; and an accumulating fund of future wealth. He
cannot long fubfift without our proteflion, and is inca­
pable, of hrmfelf, of becoming an objcfl of our jealoufy
or apprehenfion. For the better communication with the
Vizir, and for the maintenance of that.confidence which
is necelfary to perpetuate the affiance between the Vizir
and the Company, it has been judged advifeable to appoint
a refident at the Durbar, as the immediate agent of die
Governor, with whom alone he officially correfponds.

1 The gentleman employed in that flation is Mr. Nathaniel
Middleton, with- whofe difcreti.on, integrity and ability
for the difcliarge of this trull, I have every reafon to be
abundantly fatisfied. ~ .

- “ The King remains at Delhi, the ancient capital of-
die empire, a mere cypher in the adniinifiration of it,

q ."' ... -- With
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whatever is.moft facred to juftice and humanity, tcf
eftablifli the claims, and extend the ufurpation of

the

With him our connexion has been a long time fufpended,
and. I with never to fee it renewed, as it has proved a fatal
drain to die wealth of Bengal, and the treafury of the
Company, without yielding one. advantage or poflible
fottree, even.of remote benefits, in return. The tribute
which ho claims from- the provinces hath been with-held
from him fincc his defertion of the Company, and his union
with their natural' enemies’, the Marrattos; and. a refe­
rence has been made to the Court of Directors tor their
orders concerning the future payments of it, with every
argument urged that can induce them to forbid it. • -*-

“ The Marratta Hate; after having threatened the whole
empire with fubjpflion, during the active adminrflration of
their Pailhwa, or afling Chief, Mahderow, has been for
this twelve-month paft, the feene of internal diftraflions,.
which ftillfublifts. On the death of Mahderow, his bro­
ther, Narain Row, fucceeded him. He was treacherouHy

■flain,: and his uncle, Raganot Rose, rdeafed from- prifon,
and declared Pailhwa in'his Head. The miniHers of the
government, to whom he owed his elevation, became the
objefls of his jealoufy, and afling from that impreflion, he
made them his enemies; they formed a powerful com­
bination againR him, fet up the new-born fon of Narain-

. Row in competition againft him, and defeated him. He
has fince thrown Eimlelf on the' protection of Takojee
Hulkar, and Mahadajce Sindea, two' Chiefs of con-
Cderation, who were lately in the party-of his opponents.
The leaders of this oppofition, Sookoram Bolboo, the
principal minifier-; Gaujaboy,. the mother of the Pailh-
was, Mahderowand Narain Row; -Shnbajee tkmfela, the
Chief of Berar; and the Nabob Nizam Alli. The two
lafi may be rather confidercd as auxiliaries; Mordajee,-
the brother of Shubajee, was on the fide of Raganot Row
till his defeat; both the brothers arc now in Berar. 1 he
lad letter from Mr. Moftyn, the Refident at -Poonah,-
dated the 22d of AuguR, explains the Hate of thefe dif-
putes.to that period ; they feem yet likely to be of longer
duration, and whenever concluded, will probably leave the*
picvailing party too weak to undertake anyplan.of remote'

conquttftj-
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the ftrong, over the natural and hereditary rights
of the-weak and dcfencelefs. The principles, the

operations;
conqueft, for fome time at leaf! to come; of courfe we
have no caufe to apprehend any dillurbances from the’
Marrattos, during the prefent feafon.

“ 1 he province of Bcrar, adjoining to our own borders
on the fouth and weft fide of the provinces, ’merits, from
that confideration, and from the power and independency
of its rulers, a dillinft confideration. The prefent Chief'
Shabujee Bonfela, is the brother of the late Janojce Bon-
fela, who for many years pall enjoyed the fovereignty of
the county)’. His brothers are Moodajee, .who has been •
already mentioned in this narrative, andBimbajee; the
latter polfcffcs very little confequcnce bcfidcs that which
he derives from the credit of his family. The two other bro- •
thers have been long at variance, but by the mediation and
authority of Dcrriaboy, the widow of Janojee, and a woman
of great fpirit and reputed ability, prevented from carrying .
their animofity to violent extremes. Their being engaged
in oppofitc fait ions of the Marratto flate, is not a certain
proof of their mutual enmity; it being (as I underhand) a
policy not uncommonly praflifed among the Marrattos, for •
the fame family to take different fides in civil diffenfions,
with a view to its aggrandizement. While I was at Be­
nares theTaft year, a Vakeel from Shawbajee Bonfela ar­
rived at that place with a letter addrelfed to me by that
Chief, and attended me in Calcutta until the month of
September laft, when he received his difmiffion to' return
to his mailer, in confequcnce of orders received for that
purpofe. The purport of Shawbajec’s letter, and the ver­
bal propofitions made to.me by his Vakeel, was to folicit
the frtendfhip and alliance of this government ;• to which I
have replied in fuch terms as were moll likely to encou­
rage him to nearer advances, if he has formed any defigns
which may make it ftrongly hisintercll to-court the friend-
fliip of the Company. He is defended from the ancient
Rajahs of Sittarah. The prefent Rajah is called Ram Ra­
jah; he has no children. It is worthy of remark, and
may ferve to convey fome idea of the inftabijity of the pre­
fent government of the Marrattos, that it is cxercifes
through two fubordinate gradations. The Rajah/ in whole
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operations, and the tendencies of government, ap­
peared to them totally miftakeh or misapplied. In-
flead of the pacific fyftem the Governor-general had
fo loudly profclfcd and avowed, the army was at that
moment employed in the extirpation of the Rohillas,
with whom he had lately been allied, againft whom

- •> he pretended to have no refentment, but for the maf-
' (acre of whom a fum of money was ftipulated.

General Clavering, Colonel Manfon, and Mr. Fran­
cis, boldly arraigned the origin, the conduct, the
objefl. of this mercilcfs expedition. They imputed it
to a collufion between the Vizir and the Governor­
general. It was unaccountable to them on any

■ other principles than the fellcft ambition in the one,
and the fouleft corruption in the other. In thefc
they unanimoufiy refolved all that petulant ca­
price which diftinguifhed the temper of Sujah
Dowlah in direfling the campaign, and that very
exquifite tendernefs with which the Governor-ge­
neral efpoufed his vindication againft the reprefen-
tations of the commander in chief. It ftruck them
as an infult to the repeated orders of the Company,
which conftantly enjoia.ed__a.nd urged the obvious

name all die orders of the Hate are ifliied, is deprived of
all authority. The Pailhwa, or prime Minifler, an infant
of nine months old, and the aflbal Miniftcr or Regent, who
cxercifes the legal powers of both; a man deriving his au­
thority folely from the combination of a few wealthy indi­
viduals. . brom this divided Hate of the Marratto empire,
and the interefls and pretentions of the feveral competitors
for power amongfl them, great political advantage's may
perhaps be attained to the Company, to which the prefent
united fyftem of the Company’s cllablifhmcnts in lndia, 15
well calculated to contribute.—-'—-- b

: ' policy
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policy of cultivating harmony with all the neigh- •
bouring ftates. It {lengthened and extended that
power which it was their intereft to preferve, in a
fituation of dependence. It was an encroachment
on thofe neutral rights which the Marrattos might
think themfclves obliged to defend. It expofed
the dominions of the Company to depredation, and
taxed their engagements with infidelity and deceit; .

,-degraded the dignity of. government, by yielding
to the arrogance of a barbarian; rifqued the liberty
of a brigade, by rolling their departure on his op­
tion ; infulted the feelings of the troops, by forcing
them on a fervice of cruelty, and implicating their
operations with a variety of fuch horrid feenes
as reflect the foulcft difgrace on the arms of an en­
lightened nation. They founded their reafoning
on the manner in which the war was' brought on;
the management which marked fo ftrongly its com­
mencement and progrefs ; the rapacity, perfidy,
and inhumanity of the Vizier's character; the
avowed object of the enterprize; and the dreadful
carnage, depopulation, and general ruin in which
it terminated. ' ’. 

To allegations illiberal or grofs, the Governor­
general deigned no reply. He wilhed to diftin-
guifti between animated declamation and difpaf-
fionate enquiry. Many fafls on which the majority
argued were at leaf! equivocal. He denied the
myltcry attributed to his perfonal conference with
the Vizier; that his conduct warranted the. impu­
tations with which it bad been blackened; that the
Rohilcund-was-defolatcds- or that the prifoners
taken in war had been inhumanly ufed. lhefe

O 3 were
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were not the reprefentalions of truth, but the exag­
gerations of fancy. The meafure was fuggefted by

■ the exigencies of government. The Company’s
diftrelfes were increafed beyond a probability of
relief, from tire ordinary refources of the country;
and in the failure of thefe, exttaordinary means
became indifpenfible. The orders of the Com­
pany were in no inftance an explicit prohibition of
employing their forces on fervices of fuch manifeft
utility. They were dictated in a more liberal fpi-
rit, and permitted^ in circumftances not reducible ,
to pofitive and invariable direftion, a difcretional
latitude fpr the zeal of their fcrvants. The Rohil-
las were a treacherous race. Their cataftrophe
was the juft reward pf their own demerits. The
War was founded in the natural delirp of fetaliat-
jng wrongs. Our yroops were not principals, but
acccflbries only. It was our duty^ as well as in?
fereft, to aflift in accomplilhing whatever augment- .
ed the fecurity of an ■ ally, whofe enemies were
ours. The Rohillas were his aggreflbrs, and their

-reduction was, of courfe, included in our engage­
ments to defend him. He enumerated the advan-
tages which would redound to the Company from
this difpofition of their forces. It raifed a new
barrier to their dominions, by extending the fron­
tiers of Oude, and removing the Jdarrattos to a
greater diftance. It brought nearly half a mi!H°R
ftcrling to their treafury. It difciplined their ar­
my, and relieved them front one-third of its ex-
pence. In lliort, he fcrupled not, in the face of
all the oppofition that was-urged,—toreft—his_.apO——
logy on his. reputation in the fenice, his conftruc-

lien ■
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■uon of the Company's orders, the neceffity of the
•Rate, and the practicability .of the objeCl.

The majority, far from acquiefcing in thefe rea-
fons, came to the refolution, that the correfpon-
rdence of the Governor-general, with the comman­
der in chief, and the refident at the Vizir's court,
fhould be laid before the board. He diffented
from this refolution, as equally illiberal and pre­
mature. It divefted his declaration of credit, and
•the fituation he occupied of that confidence which
its utility required. Mr. Middleton was his agent.
Many of his letters were confined to confidential
communications, in which the public had no con­
cern. Thefe were made and trailed under the feai
•of fecrefy. He would not betray the unreferved
opinions of a young man, which could produce no
other confequence than ill-will or inconvenience
to the author. They were hazarded only on the
rnoft facred alfurance, that they never fliould be
divulged from the perfon .to whom alone he con­
ceived himfelf accountable for the part he afted in
that ftation. Without waiting for the papers he
jpromifed to produce, or knowing whether the in­
telligence they conveyed was imperfeCl or obfeure,
an arbitrary demand was made for the minutiae of
.a. correfpondence with which his perfonal feelings
•did not permit him to comply. To laying before
the board Colonel Champion’s official difpatches,
he had no objections. Such parts of their corre­
fpondence, however, as were not altogether cor­
dial, written with the freedom of private friends,

^and-iataJlilc-diflerenLfrom that ufed in tranfafling
.. Q 4 .
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public bufinefs, he deemed it equally unneccflary"
pnd improper to produce.
\ This diflent was p rote fled'again ft by the majo­
rity, who finding, in confcqucnce of the Company’s
engagement with Sujah Dowlab, that an enter­
prize had been undertaken in direfil violation of
that policy which they knew to be eftablifhed by
the higheft authority, that this was not the refult

. of any fpecific treaty, but of a verbal agreement
only between the Vizir and the Prefident, and that
the execution of it had carried our troops to fuch
a diftance from the frontiers of Bengal, and fo
confiderably to the north of Delhi, that the place
of their encampment, in the beginning of OElober,
was not to be found in any common map of the
country, they were warranted to demand the full’
pofleflion of every document which had any refe­
rence to that tranfaflion. The conneEtio'n of the
late adminiftration with the Company’s ally, not-
withftanding all the lights they had received, was
Hill to them in a great mcafurc unintelligible. All
communications made by the refident at the Dur-
barj and the commander of the troops ftill in the
field, to the Governor, on the fubjefl under confi-
deration, were, in their opinion, eflential to a com­
plete information of the board. , They grounded
their fequifition on the exprefs orders of the Com­
pany. The Directors, in their general letter of
the 23d March, 1770, write thus:—« The Gover-
P nor, fingly, fhall correfpond with the country
P powers; hut all letters, before they (hall be by
1. him font, mull be pommuni-eated-4e- the’-other-—

<f mem-
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** members of the feleEl committee, and receive
“ their approbation; and alfo all letters whatever,
t( which may be received in anfwer to, or in the
lf courfc of his correfpondence, fhall likewifebe"
fc laid before the faid felefl committee, for their
f< information and confideration." They denied
that the chief of any council had a right to carry
on a correfpondence with the miniflerS or officers -
of government, independent of that council, much
lefs to refufe a communication of that correfpon­
dence, when requefted by them. . - .

The recal of Mr. Middleton from the Durbar
was the confequence of thefe debates. Colonel
Champion was at the fame time, though not with­
out confiderable difcuffion, inftrufledto fupply his
place, to wait upon the Vizir, and to require pay­
ment of his arrears to the Company, in virtue of
the affiftance afforded him, againft the Rohillas,
and his other engagements. He was allowed a dif-
cretionary power to relax in part of thefe de­
mands, in cafe it might appear to him expedient,
and to accept twenty lacks, after fecuring inftall-
jnents for the remainder, at any term not exceed-?
ing twelve months for the laft. His removal of
the troops was to be regulated by the alternative
of the Vizir’s compliance or rcfufal". Meanwhile,
advices were received, that the war, as we have
before related, was finifhed, and, in confequence
of thefe, fome alterations took place in the Colo­
nel’s inflruflions. ' ' •

In the courfe of thefe reiterated altercations,
references were-frequently and freely made to the

. . Gover-
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Governor-general’s treatment of the King Shaw
Allum. His detention of the tribute, as well as
his difpofition of Corah and Allahabad, was oftencr

''than once obliquely imputed to principles which he
had not avowed. For the nop-payment of the fub-
£dy he accounts, by alledging what advantage he *
might have derived from a collufive acknowledge­
ment of the treaty. The King, he fhrewdly pre­
fumes, would have allowed him to make his own
terms, and thanked him for the remainder*..  It
was certainly in his power, upon.the fuppofition of
his majefty’s meannefs to have thus preferred his
own intcreft to that of his conftituents. But to
warrant oppreffion by impotence, or to argue in
favour of one fpccies or degree of injuftice, from
the capacity of perpetrating another or greater, is
reducing all claims of right to explicit principles of
tyranny, and appealing directly from every mode
of equity to the decifion of force. A jury of Eng-.
liftimcn would hardly acquit the man convifled of
robbery, for refling his defence on his innocence
of murder. On the fame grounds, however, the
Governor boldly juftifies his pecuniary bargain

. * The Governor-general, in his addrefs- to the Court of
Dircftors, by the (hip Anfon, dated March 25, J 775, avows
this curious reafoning in thefe terms: V The ftoppagc of the
u King s tribute was an aft of mine, and I have been often

reproached with it. It was certainly in my power to have
continued the payment of it, and to have made my terms
with the King, for any part of it which I might have cho-
fen to referve for my own ufe j he would have thanked me
for the remainder.” ‘

' -----------------------
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with Sujah Dowlah, for the territories of the prince
whofe tribute he had already alienated. “ It was

> " not, fays he, the want of the funnuds of Shaw
Allum, which defeated the long concerted pro-'

“ jefls of the Due de Choifeul; nor will the pof-
’“ feflion of them quicken the defigns of the Ma-
K rattos againft us. The fword which gave us-the
“ dominion of Bengal, muft be the inftrument of
" its prefervation; and if it fhall ever ceafe to be
f( ours, which God forbid, the next proprietor will
“ derive his right and pofleflion from the fame
“ natural charter,"

The military were chiefly employed,,in 1774,
againft various petty principalities, fituated on the
frontiers of the Bengal provinces,’and who had hi­
therto acknowledged no dependence on any of the •
neighbouring fovereignties. In fome places the
Rajahs or great men were reduced and gave hof-
tages as pledges of their future obedience; in others
the pqafants were every where driven from their
houfes, the villages confumed, and the crops ut­
terly deftroyed. Orders being iflued from the
council of Patna for a battalion of the Company’s
to feize driexpel the” Rajah Tuttah Shaw, EnCgn
Scott, who commanded the party, rigidly accurate
and afliduous in the difeharge of his duty, purfiied
the unhappy man into the dominions of Oude, and
made three of the Vizir’s fubjefts prifoners of war.
Captain Crawford, under a fimilar direction from
the chief of Burdwan, entered Patcoom the begin-
ning of December the fame year, with fix com­
panies of fipoys, took the capital, levelled it with

’ the
• X 
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the ground, and to make the poft tenable, cleared
the country. The natives, in a paroxyfm of de-

■ fpair, affemblcd to defend themfelves and families. ~
He came up with them in a few days. They were
eafily and effectually difperfed. The whole that
furvived, man, woman, and child, took immediate
(belter among the hills, and left the di drift without
an inhabitant. This aftive officer qoolly avows, in
his difpatches, that he endeavoured to fow diffen-
fion among the chiefs, in order to facilitate the bu-
fmefs of reduftion on extirpation. Thefe exceffes •
originated in an ambition to fubjugate a brave and
warlike race of people, who, from time immemo­
rial, had maintained their liberty in thefe moun­
tainous and woody countries, which form fo great
a part of the weftern divifion of Bengal. They had
no other mode of retaliating the injuries they re­
ceived, than by fudden excurlions againft. thofe
neighbouring diftrifts which lay molt contiguous,
and were moll defcncclefs. They were confe-
quently profcribed as a licentious banditti, and pro­
ceeded againft by every means which the laws of
war would allow. And in the true fpirit of the
Bengal government, in cafe no other method
Would bring them to terms, extirpation was deemed
a meafure perfectly confident with jitjlice and- found
policy, The principles .which have been imbibed
and praclifed by all the tyrants and uftirpers, whofe
villainies have dcfolatcd and embroiled the -world,
as jujlice and found policy, have been llavery, expul-
fion, (laughter, or extermination. On thefe def-
potifm, in every corner of the globe, Bill raifes her

eftablilh-
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eflablifhmcnts, and ambition her trophies. It ever
has been the rage of the multitude to be led, which
is the fertile origin of all that power by which in all
ages they have gained fo little and fuffered fo much.

In the beginning of the year 1775, Sujah ul
Dowlah, Vizir of Oude, whofe health had for
fome time been on the decline, breathed his laft.
His fon Miza Ammany, otherwife called Afoph ul
Dowlah, fuCcecded him in the fubadary. He did
not poffefs the talents of his father, whofe ftrength
both of body and mind, was hardly equalled
among his countrymen. This powerful ally of the
Company had all at once been converted from a
man of plcafure to no inconfiderable adept both in
bufinefs and war. His fortunes were long, various,
and equivocal. He foon hit upon the policy of
attaching himfelf to the Englifh. Their enterprize
and aCtivity fuited the volatility of his tafte and his
genius. His exterior and addrefs were plaufible,
fpecious, and infinuating; but the prevailing ha­
bits of his mind were bloody, treacherous, daf-
tardly, . and vindictive. And . the fcveral treaties
between him and the Company's fervants, are a
proof that however inferior to them in the field,'he

. had greatly the advantage in almoft every negoci-
ation. Several alterations took place in the Com­
pany’s connection with the young Nabob. The
fupremci council determined that the fpecific con­
ditions of their former alliance with the Vizir ex­
pired with him, and that it was their duty to derive
as much advantage as poflible from a renewal oC

’ 'their friendfhip to his fon. Mr. Briftow, who had
• fUG-
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Succeeded Mr. Middleton in the refidency of Fizy-
abad, fet out in the beginning of February, 1775,
and in a few months agreed with the Nabob to
guarantee to him the provinces of Corah and Alla-

. habad; that the ftipulated fubfidy for' the fervice'
of the brigade fhould be increafed; and that the
Company fhould be inverted with the fovereignty
and poffeffion of the diftriCts under Chcit Sing in
perpetuity. The majority aflumed great merit from
the very fubftantial benefits which it conferred oir
the Company. Nor would it have tarnifhed the

■ luftre of their reign, had this been the only in-
ftance in which even they could facrifice the claims
of effential jurtice to the rapacity of their conftitu-
ents. The Governor-general’s only objection was,
that he thought it never could be thoroughly real­
ized. It was fully debated at the board, but ulti­
mately carried. ' .

, ■ Thefe diflenfions, which had feparately tranfpired
before the arrival of any regular difpatches in Eng- ,

4 land, very much inflamed the friends and abettors
of the feveral individuals interefted in the iffue of
the contert. The Directors alarmed for the confe-
quences of fuch violent proceedings, laid the whole
fubjcCts in reference forthwith before the proprie­
tary. Various courts were held, and much fub-
tilty- and manoeuvring difplayed on both fides.
The object was no longer the good of the Company
or community at large, but which of the parties
fhould prove victorious. The fenfe of the whole
inay be collected from the Directors general letter,
dated the ,15th of DccembeY, in which they con­

demn
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demn the principles of the Rohilla war, and juftify-
the recal of Mr. Middleton, as diffatisfied with the'
policy in the one cafe, and in the other, giving it
as their opinion that the bca-rd were fully entitled
to a deliberate pcrufal of all the refident’s letters.

The difeord which prevailed in the fupreme
council was foon communicated to the natives. It
was a fpecies of intelligence which facilitated its
own propagation, by the eager curiofity which it
every where excited. The. houfes of the indivi­
duals who compofed the majority, were fuddenly
furrounded with complainants, who importuned
them, by an inceffant repetition of their grievances, .
for redrefs. Inftanccs of oppreffion in the former
adminiftration were every day exhibited, and even
among that timid and diffident people, there were
not wanting who had the refolution to bring perfq-
nal accufations againft feme of the firft officers of
flate. The black merchants in Dacca charged
Mr. Richard Barwell with a ferics of barbarities .
which even fhock humanity in the recital. They
a (Tert, that he extorted a confiderable fum from.
them by menaces, by confining them in the flocks,
by imprifonment, and by flarving them under a

■ military guard, into his own terms. The ignomi­
nious punilhment of the (locks was indifled on them
when the weather was exceedingly bad, and the
rains infufferably heavy, and in a plain where,
having no covering to their heads, or any part of
their body, and nothing underneath them but the

- bare earth, they were equally expofed to the incle- -
mcncv of the fky, and the dampnefs of a fpot

fwim- 
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fwimming in water. To heighten the cruelty
* their fituation, they were not unfrequently treated

in this manner in the middle of the day, when the
fcorching heat of a vertical fun is molt intolerable.
The objefls of his implacable feverity were not
young, nor accuftomed to Rich hardships as arc •
incident to a low or . laborious life, but men of a
reputable profeflion, men aged and infirm, and men
who had ferved the Company, without cenfure or

• complaint, for thirty years.
The retrofpeflion of the majority was carried

with accuracy and perfeverance into every depart­
ment of ftate, and extended to all the various-ob­
jects and functions of adminiftration. It was none'
of the leaft accufations againft Mr. Haftings, that
he had annihilated the landed property throughout
the kingdom of Bengal, The ancient Zemindars,
who had enjoyed their eftates without molcllation,
by inheritance from father to fon, for many gene­
rations, were difinherited. -Their poffeffions had
been literally expofed to fale, and configned to
thofe who offered the higheft terms. This fyftem '
was condemned, as peculiarly hard and oppreflive.
Thegreateft men in the country were confcquently
under the hard neceffity of contending for their
lands, againft a combination of ufurers and pecu­
lators, or in lieu of their extenfive dominions, to
■content themfelves with their houfe, and fuch a
penfion as the ftate thought proper to affign. No
meafurc could more effectually alienate the minds
of the natives, or deftroy their confidence in go­
vernment. The landed proprietory were at one

’. •' ■ ■ • ftroke
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ftroke deprived of all influence, Their power and
their zemindaries were loft together. The menial
fervants of the-Engliffi, who/c fathers they would not".
have Jet with the dogs of their flock, as an indignant
Chief expreffes it, entered into their patrimonial
lands. Cantoo Baboo, the banian or native ftew-
ard and manager to Mr. Haftings/.held two con­
trails in his own name, and that of his fon, for
confiderably more than an hundred and fifty thou-
fand pounds per annum. .With the fame fufpicious
appearance, the fame favourite of power occupied

.farms which paid^annually to the landed revenue
nearly an equal fum. The whole zemindary of
Baharbund was granted to the fon of this man,
a boy not more than ten or twelye years of age,
though mentioned by the Governor-general as a
man of credit and property. Indeed the majority
avowed it, as their folemn and formal opinion, that, • '
there was no fpecies of peculation from which the’
late adminiftration had’thought proper to abftain. •
They even thought the proofs of the Governor­
general’s appropriating four parts ’in feven of the
falary with which the Company was charged for the -
Phoufdar or Commander of Hughly,-werc fuch as,
whether fufficient to convifil him in a court of juf­
tice, did not leave a doubt concerning his crimi­
nality in the -mind of any unprejudiced perfon.
The falary was feventy-two thoufand rupees, and

" they aflerted that Mr. Mailings ihared one half,
and that the late Phoufdar was turned out of office
merely becaufe his terms were not fo favourable.
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In this mariner/ the Governor-general, notwitlf-
Handing that integrity of intention, and purity of
character, to which he has always been fo much in

"the habit of appealing, was formally accufcd of the
groffeR venality, and corruption. InRances were
produced, in which individuals of confiderablc Ra­
tion and rcfpcflability, came forward in fupport of
the charge. ' The Ranny of Burdwan impeached
her duan,, or treafurerj with lavifhing immenfe
fums on fome of the Company’s fervants, in con-
fideration of his appointment to that high and lu-

’crative fituation. When this affair came before
the Board, and a motion was made for going into
a ferious difeuffion of the faft; the Governor-gene­
ral, inRead of daring his acciifcrs to the proof, or
' confiding in that innocence which he loudly afl’ert-
cd, availed himfelf of his privilege, and would not
fubmit to be confronted in a court where lie was
himfelf the prefident ; but retired in difgufl, with
his friend Mr. Barwell. The majority, however,
who thought it their duty, were willing to come at
the truth; and the Ranny’s agent produced ac­
counts of fifteen thoufand rupees given to Mr.’Haf-
tings, and nine thoufand to other Members of the
Prefidency. Bridjoo Kifhorc, who had purchafed ,
his preferment by thefe pecuniary prefents, ob-
jccled to the authenticity of the documents- thus
exhibited in proof of the peculation ; but his fecre-

"tary fwore pofitively that the ftatement, correclly
as it flood; was made according to the treasurer5
expreh order, and that he had reprefented the

• tranfaclion precifely and literally as it happened,
' - The
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: The unfortunate Nuncomar, whofe melancholy ' . ‘ •:
exit can never be forgotten by his countrymen; ' '
nad the temerity to produce fome heavy charges
of this kind againft Mr. Haftings, and even to ap­
pear in perfon, for the purpole offubflantiatinghis
allegations. henthe Rajah, however, pfefi'ed to - '
be heard, and to cftablifti the fafts he had Rated; - f'
by inco’ntcftable evidence, the*  Governor-general; ' . ‘ p
who deemed the dignity of his.fituatibn paramount f' Z
to every confideiation oh earth, fuddenly diflblvcd ‘

, the Council,- and leaving it, in concert with Mr; . . . i .
. Barwell, protclled againft: whatever meafufes the

majority fliould adopt in his abfence; But they
perfifted,-notwithftanding this hardinefs.arid perti- /-
nacity in the exercife of a-prerogative frill unde­
cided,- to difeharge thofc obligations to fhe public ’ ‘ j
and to1 juftice,■' which they confidefed, with equal ■ ;
fteadincfs’, as indifpenfible. Nuncomar was.accor-
dingly called in, and very clofely. interrogated.

-He ftated with accuracy,, firmnefs; and fimplicityy
the feveral Turns' which he had himfclf paid the * •

.Governor-general, and mentioned the names, of
■firchr individuals as had been privy to' the tranfac-. &■"
tibn'.. He delivered; at the Tariic time, a letter ad- ,
drafted to himfclf;-under the feal and fignature of

' . Munny Begtlm, in which fhe declared1 that the
GovcrnW-general had al'fo received from her ape-

/cuniary. douceur of cOhfiderablc value. The
' vouchers be produced in confirmation of thefe cx-

... traordinary neg'oeiatibris, appeared to th5 Mcm-

..- bers of Council perfectly authentic and iatisfac-<
,'tory.-;.. . / . , ..
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- Nuncpmar was in the mean time an objefl of •
machinations little fulpeftcd either by him or his
friends. It feems to have been determined, that his
seal in.profecuting Mr. Haftirigs ihould, in one
Jhape or other, be amply and fpeedily retaliated.
While this matter pended before the Council Board,.
the Rajah was aflually tried for a confpiracy againft
Mr. Haftings, in concert with Joleph Fowke, Fran­
cis Fowke, and Roy Rada Churn *.  The jury,'j

♦ Many are the inftances which might be fpecified to
:prove how cruelly the exquifite fenfibiltty of the native-
Indians are fported with by our countrymen. The tragical
flory of Commaul O Deen will never be forgotten in In-

. ‘dia, and the dishonour it reflefls on our politics, will laft
■as long as it is remembered.. This man, by the intrigues.
of party, wliile the altercation between a majority of-the
Council and the Governor-general was carried on with

■very little temper or decency on either fide, was inveigled
-to give, evidence againft Jofeph Fowke, Francis Fowke, ■
Malta Rajah Nuncomar, and Roy Rada Churn, on a

‘charge of confpiracy againft Warren Haftings, Efq. His
dviden'ce .was fo ebnfuied and contradikfory, that the rer-
dift was given in favour of the defendants. Commaul -
O Deen being deep in arrears to government, thefc perfons .

■ had filtered enough, asm would icem, to inftigate the offi­
cers in the revenue department againft him. He was con-

,-fequently imprifoned; but the Supreme Court-efpoufing
his caufe, he was immediately releafed by Habeas Corpus.

’ - 1 he very next day he was again imprifoned, and again re-
•Jeafed in the fame manner. - He then fent to Hughly .for',-

, his fon, to fuperintend his affairs, during tranfaclions ■
which 10 unavoidably engrofled and dill railed his attention'.
In coming up the river to Calcutta, the youth was unfor­
tunately drowned. This unexpected difafter, co-operating

•■with hi$ other embarraffments and fufferings, Suddenly.
overwhelmed him witii defpair. He then became an objeft

* of pity and commiferation to all his friends' and former ac­
quaintance. And it.was not long before he abfoonded,
and has never been heard of fince.-

T however#
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however, pronounced him not.guilty; but an accu­
sation, more fcrious and intereftihg, was prepared
and kept in referve againft the unhappy Chief. He • <
was foon after charged with-having effefled a. for- ,
SerY» dated Several years before. For this crime
he was capitally indifted, tried before the Supreme ' ' ..
Court, condemned by an ex pojl ftatutc, and
hanged, though die offence of which he was ar-- *
raigned was not capital, by the laws of rhe country
in which it was committed. The multitudes of ’
•people who witneffed the execution were prodi­
gious, and they, viewed the fpe&acle before them '
with vifible expreffions of horror, and conftema-
.-tion. Europeans had not heretofore menaced : •*

. the inhabitants .with fuch an awful fight, in the
pacific provinces of Bengal, The privileges of ■
.Bramins are deemed, in every part of India, in­
violable. They, .commute .capital punifliment,’ and
are exempted, by what may be called the common
Jaw of the country, from every fpecies of perfonal
•outrage,Nunqomar was at the head of this facred
iCaft, whom the Hindoos regard every where with 
,arr idolatrous veneration., His ignominious death
/was .confequently much, more Blocking in India,
than if a nobleman .of the higheft diflinflion, a
prince of the blood, or-even a,crowned head, were
in any European hate fentenced to fuffer by the
hands of the .common hangman. All the natives
•prefent, amounting to many thoufands, difperfed
as by common fignal,-the moment he was turne d

,p£Fj vith unufual precipitation, countenances dif-
torted by delpair, and their mouths filled with cx-

’ -' ' ' v” • j? o plamations
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jclamations of the mod extreme agony and horror?
' They departed fo inft'antly and entirely' from this

' fatal fpot, that the Rajah had not yet expired when
no body was feen about the gallows, but the fheriff
and his,attendants, and a few. European fpec-
tators!

.' ' Circumflances were implicated in this tranfacr ’
tion, which roufed and interefted the feelings and
attention of all confidcrate perlons in both coun­
tries. A man of ijlullrious rank and diftinfction,'
fullering death- for a crime not capital by the laws
under which he lived, and punifhed in this manner,
jonly in confcquence of a foreign and poftcrior in­
stitution; the commencement of the prqfecution at '
'the critical moment wheh Nupcomar Hood forward
to convifiithe Governor-general of the molt aban­
doned proftitution of the authority under which he ‘

■ filled the higheft fituation irr the patronage of the
- .Company,-; the extreme unrelenting rigour with

. which the proccfs was carried on, in direEl vio-
> latlon of all thofe regards and decencies which the

. .remoteft antiquity, and uniyerfaj ufage, had reri- <
.dered facred; the virulent cagerncfs of Mr. Haf-
tings, and his partisans,' to.cxpofe, to blacken, to

~-criminate,- and even to execrate and vilify the cha­
racter of an individual, thtishaplefs and degraded;
and the grofs profufion of foul intemperate lan­
guage which flamps every apology which has yet
been offered for thefe proceedings, are premifes on
which few competent and impartial judges would
be apt to conclude, that in this political trial no
qiecics of fympathy fubfifted between the Governor-

. ' <■ ’ . - general

x G • ■ r
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general and the Supreme Court*.  Juftice, the
liable fecurity of property and life, when impar-

‘ ■ • •'• •■■■■■ tially.
* In a minute of the Majority, whilft this important

■caufe was pending before the Supreme Court, dated the
i i th of April, 1755, it is accounted for in the maimer
following: ■■ . 1

“ Maha Rajah Ntmcomar, -whom the Governor calls
/’ ^fjercant, we found had been, but a very little time bc-
“ fore, his bdfom friend, confulted on all occafions, and
“ fupported by him -again!! the united prole/} of Meffrs.
M Graham, Lawrel, and Dacres, who were clofelyconnefl-
“ ed with Mahomed Reza Cawn, although the Governor
“ knew him to have been, as he won' fays/ guilty of a for-
“ gery. We have rcafon to fufpeft that the intention was
“to make him Banyan to General Clavering, to furround

. “ the General and us with the Governor’s creatures, and
“ to keep us totally unacquainted with the real bate of the
“ government.. By this ai;d other flimfv devices, fo con.-
“ f'onant to the principles of Afiatic policy, in which the
“ Governor-general has been fo long exercifed, he pro-
“ bably flattered himfelf, that meh unpraililed in fttch arts,

might be perplexed and circumvented. N.uncomar,
“ finding himfelf deceived or difappointed by the Gover-
“ nor general, foon made ufe of the means which liis-inti-
“ macy with the Governor had put in his power, to gratify

•, “ his refentment. Whatever might have been his mo-
' “ fives, his difeoveries have thrown a clear light upon the

“ .Honourable Governor-general's condutl, and the means
he had taken of making the very large fortune he is laid
topoflefs, of upwards of forty lacks of rupees, which he

■“ mull have amalfed in about two years and a half.
The Governor's anfwer to'the proteft mentioned in the

preceding minute, is defigned, Extradb of the Proceedings
of the Committee of Circuit, at Cof/imbuzar^ dated the
of 7ulv, ivys.. . The difpute originated in the appoint­
ment of Nttncomar’s.fdn to the office of Dewan of the

khoufehold, • and manager of the Nabob’s finances. Melirs.
Dac^s Lawrel, and Graham, objefled to this nomination
.beeaufe they confidere.d it in effeft the"appointment of
•Nuncoinar/whofe political conduct,they criminated by a
great variety of evidence. The Governor vuioicatc^ li«
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tially adminiftered, was in this inftancc converted
into a daftardly engine of tyranny. -In the riot of

’ Unbridled ambition, >the bcft founded claims of the
innocent and obnoxious, become feeble and unavail­
ing. The feelings of the natives were wantonly and
incurably wounded, by the fufferings of Nuncomar.
It was an infult. to the cilftoms, the laws, the re­
ligion of alt the Gentoo nations. The faft on.

1 which a criminal procefs was founded againft him,
had then, and for fome time before, been under

Arrangement by a minute of fome length, in which are
1 thofe remarkable words.—“ He [Mr. HaftingsJ thinks it

but juflice to. make a diflinflion between the violation
. of a truft, and an offence committed againft our governs

** ment, by a man who owed it no allegiance, nor was in-
" debted for protection ; but, on the contrary, was the ac-

tual fervant and minifter -of a mafter whofe intereft na-
turally fuggefled that kind of policy which fought, by
foreign aids, and the diminution of the power of the

•“ Company, to raife his own confequcnce, and re-eftablifli
• , his authority. He has never been charged with any im

fidelity to the Nabob, Meer Jaffier, the conftant tenor
. *l of whofe politics, from his firftacceffion to the nizamut

*’ till his death, cofrefpond in all points fo exaflly with the
■“ artifices which were detefled in his minifter, that they
ft may be as fairly afcribed to the one as to the other; their
** immediate objefl was, beyond queflion, the aggrandife-
^‘ment of the former,- though the-latter had ultimately an

equal intyreft in their fuccefs.. The opinion which the
' r. himfelf entertained of the fervices, and of the

- <( ^delity of Nuncomar, evidently appeared, in the diflin-
• f-T'fhed marks which he continued to fhew him of hiy

favour and confidence to the latefl hour of his life. His
l{ condufl in the fucceeding adminiftration appears not_
,, have been dictated- by the ‘fame principles; but
,, it we way be allowed to fpcak favourably pf any mca-
„ which oppofe the views of our own government,
,, and aimed at the fqpport of an adverfe intereft, furely it.
e was not only not culpable, but even prai/i-uwtthy”.
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legal inveftigation in a civil fuit, the event of
which could only be decided by the authenticity
of the deed which he was charged with having
forged. In a cafe fo perfedly new and extraordi­
nary, why was. not the execution of the fentence
fufpended until his Majefty’s pleafure’could .be
"known. But the Rajah was thus denied a refpite,
at the very inftant of arreft under the protection
of the board, in the midft of his evidence againft.
the Governor-General, on a charge of betraying the
confidence of his employers, in taking money from
the Company’s dependents. Combining all thefe cir-
cumftanccs together, ’it will be difficult to confider
the trial and fate of Nuncomar in any other light •
than a political meafure, tending to deter the na­
tives from accufing, or even giving evidence of'
corrupt practices againft any Britilh fubjeCl in a fi- -
tuation of trtift and influence. A management.
thus hoftile to the fafety of individuals, contributed .
in a great meafure to render that timid and pa­
tient people rather referyed and diffembling, than,
difpofed publickly to complain of abufe, or openly
to refent injuries, not prompt to difedver fraud,
extortion, or peculation, but flily to take refuge
from oppreffion in- the obliquities of intrigue, or
the infignificance of vaffalage. And fuch were the
beginnings of that dark, infidious fyftem of dupli­
city, concealment, inconfiftency, temerity, and

’breach of faith, which was deftined foon to colour
and pervert all the departments of our Indian go­
vernment,’ to inyelop. in impenetrable myftcry the
moft important and iptcrcliing tranfaclions which.
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afterwards took place between the .Company’s ferr
’ vants and the country powers, and to involve us

in a feries of embarraffnients from which only fuch
a combination of contingencies as could neither be
forefeen nor cxpetlcd could deliver. .

Thcfe various and complicated tran fa Elions ap- .
.peared, in the reports and accounts of them which.
reached- England, in a fhape perfectly myfterious
and unintelligible. AU the influence and manage­
ment of the Governor-General, however, could
not at. that time reconcile the -charaflcriftic ho-
-nclly of his countrymen to the numerous intrigues
of which he flood accufed.’ The inflexible and
dlurdy probity of a Clavcring and his colleagues in
oppofition, commanded fuch a confidence and re-
jfpe&y .as could , only be diminifbed or loft by an
•almoft total extinction-of public, virtue. . Mr. Haf-
atings’s, fituation was now become defperatc. His

v -projects were- not only ffipprefted, and liis prero.-
< natives circumfcribed by a flubborn majority, but
jthe odium railed a gain ft him by .the natives, in con-
fcqucnce of his feverities, was become pcrfonally -
/lifgufling.. In proportion as the dread of .his p.Qwey ,
abated, hewas treated with Jefs dift.infl.ion and re.-
fpefl. His official duty was. rendered irkfomc from
the fyftematicanimadv<y fion to which all his aflions

- were inevitably fubjefled, and his private hours
were exhaufted in digefting the materials of .his
public defence. It was in thcfe. circumftances that
he conceived and executed an experiment ;n the
feience of politics, which is not furpaffed. by the

- .mult celebrated eccentricities in Machiavcl, and
• ' . ■' " ^hiph

«r
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which leaves all the verfatilities even of our mo­
dern ftatefmen at the greateft diftance; It is for- ’
tunate where a perfon fuccceds to a fituation of ex-
tenfive authority, when the pofture of affairs under
his management corrcfponds with his talents and
principles; but few are the charafters who can
uniformly accommodate themfelvcs to the conftant
viciffitudcs or mutations fo incident to every ftate
and modification of human life. - * • -

The. delinquencies attributed to Mr. Haftings’s
official conduft, bad drawn upon him the cenfure
of the Court of Direftors. This fentence was cor­
roborated by the unanimous approbation of the
Proprietors. It had even been refolved to pre- ‘.
pare an application for Mr. Haftings’s difmiffion.-
Another general court was however called on this
proceeding, and he was openly fupported by a con-
fiderable majority, who profeffed to entertain a
good opinion of his abilities and reftitude of in­
tention, notwithftanding the cenfure paffed upon ' J
him. • They feemed difpofed to acquiefce in what
had'been done, without being felicitous to pufh. the ■
matter farther. ‘ The offences fpecified were of a
very fcrious nature, and but recently condemned.

■ They did not, therefore, think it politic-or decent
to attack dircftly the refolution of the.Direftors,
for applying to his Majefty, but were content with
'limply voting in the ballot, K That it fhould be rc-

confidcrcd.". The confequence was, that the
bufinefs remained in fufpence for fome mohths.

About this time Mr.'Lauchlin Maclcane was de-
, legated from India to England, as the agent both
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- of the Nabob of Arcot and of Mr.. Haftings, On
the 10th of Oflober,. 1776, the Governor-General,
by the agency of this gentleman, fignified to the
Court of Direftors. his defire to relign his office,
and requefted their nomination of a fucceftbr to the
vacancy which would by that means be occafioned in
the fupreme council.. To a requilition thus ferious,
important, and unexpe&ed, the Directors hefitated,
until they knew by what authority Mr. Macleane
a&ed fo decifive a part. He alleged,, however,
that the credentials with which he was intrufted,
by the papers in his cuftody being mixed with other
matters of a nature extremely confidential, could
not be produced in- open court, but he was ready
to fubmit them to the infpedipn of any three of

■ their members they might think eligible for tbajt-
purpofe. A felefft committee wras accordingly apr

■ pointed, to examine the authenticity and validity
of a propofition thus repugnanf to the whole tenor
of.Mr. Haftings’s official conduct. The gentlemen
empowered for this purpofe were, the Chairman,
Deputy Chairman, and Richard Beecher, Efquire;
who found from the purport of Mr.-Haftings’s in-
HruRions, contained in a writing given to Mr.
Macleane, and produced-by him to them,- Mr.
Haftings declared he would not continue in the

■ government- of Bengal, unlcfs certain conditions
therein fpccincd could be obtained, of which they
fa a" no probability. This report was authenticated

■ at the lame time by Mr. George Vanfittart, who
jia.l been jirefent when ihefe inftruflions were
given to Mr. Maclcanc; and Mr. Stewart likcwife

averred,
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averred, that Mr. Mailings declared to him that
he had given directions to the fame purpofe by
Mr. Maclcane. ' - •

This cautious and punctilious proceeding in the
Court of Directors, probably originated in their
dreading the charge of becoming accomplices to
an evafion of the aft, by which Mn Mailings, re-
figning the fervice, would efcape the confequence
attached by law to a difmiffion. Hitherto he had

'only been fupported by a majority in the General
Court; but if on application from the Directors to

‘his Majefty and Council, then in contemplation,
a removal fhould have taken effeft, no intereft
Could have poffibly reftored him. A claufe in the
Regulating Aft of 1773 precluded for ever his
return to the Company's-fervice. Aware of a cir-
cumftance’ thus critical,'the part they.afted was
Angularly guarded. But nothing being now want­
ing to their falisfaftion, the refignation was for- .
mally accepted: Mr. Wheeler was named to .'fill
the vacancy, and prefented for his MajeftyJs ap­
probation, which was received. The meafure was
complete, and the fituation thus vacated by Mr.
Haftings legally filled. The'whole proceeding of
tourfe being notified in Bengal, General Clavering, ,
as fenior in council, was’entitled to fucceed to the
office of Goveriior^General. . ’

In no part of his official conduct has Mr. Haf­
tings fubmitted to thofe.ties which have always
been binding .on others. On this occafion he cm-

"braced the hardy refolution of difavowing his agent,
denying his letter, and renouncing-his friends.

‘ ' ■ -r . ' • When
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When General Clavering required him to furreri­
der the keys of Fort William, and of the Company’s
treafures, heftoutly refufed compliance, 'denied that
his officcwas vacated, and declared his refolutionto
affiert and maintain his authority by what he called

' .every legal means. The immediate confequence
of this.unexpected.pertinacity was an open fclnfm
in council. General Clavering aflerted Iris right
to the office, with which he conceived himfelf le­
gally and formally invefted by his fuperiors. He

, ;was ftrenuoully fupported in thefe pretcnfions by
his friend Mr. Francis. Colonel Marifon having
died feme months before, Mr. Harwell adhered to'
Mr. Haftings. Thefe two parties aflcmbled fcpc-
.rately. / A double government of cohfequcnce
tookplac'e, and every thing was running fall into

. -epnfufion. . All authority was for the time fufpend-
;ed. ■ And fo high were thefe difienfions carried by

■ the various adherents of the refpe&ive claimants,•
<that the conteft might have ended in a civil war,

• .had not the judges of the fupreme court, on" a re­
Terence to them, fettled the controvert', by deejd-

.. ing « that the refignation was an invalid aft,, and
that Mr. Haftings was ftill in the legal pofleffion of
his place’, notwithftanding his fuperiors had actually

. difpofleficd him on his own.terms, and fupplied it
by a new. appointment.” It was-extraordinary e-
nough that the nullity of this refignation ffiould
not have been difeoyered in England, where the

. documents and.aft authorizing the refignation then
were, where the agent by whom the meafurc had,
been formally executed was, where the evidences
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who fubftantiated thefe materials refided, and where- ■
there was and could be no want of legal advice,
either on the part of the Company or the Crown*
The judges in India, however, without any regard

.to the approbation of Majefty, which literally
made the new appointment his, boldly fuperfeded
that appointment, by declaring that the actual af-

.fumption of the government by the member of the
council next in fucccffion to Mr. Haftings, in con--
requcncc of any deduction which could be made
from the papers communicated to them, would he
abfolutely illegal. ■ .;.a.

’ This dccifion was fcafonably intcrpbfcd, and put '
. -an immediate end to the divifion in the meeting,

though not in the minds of the Council. Mr. K
Haftings eagerly grafped the apparent advantage
which -this determination afforded, to fix.a ftigma
on the other party in feveral violent refolutions, ~
adopted for the obvious intention of menacing them
with an expulfion from their former fituatibn in the
government and fervicc of the Company. ■ ' • ■
’• The management in this whole affair, from fit ft ■

' to Jail, appears wonderfully exquifite. • To every
individual whofc fentiments did not perfectly coin­
cide with thofe of the Governor-General, .the de-

' cifion of the judges, from their known politics,
could notfecm totally devefted of partiality. I he
paffionatc and extravagant proceedings in • the
council-general, fubfequent-to fuch an inftance of
moderation in General Clavering as the rclinquilh- . 

.-■*  rrient of claims thus formally eftabliflied, afforded
the judges an opportunity of affuming an appear-

J ance
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ance of that candour which fo well became their
-charaRer, by intcrpofing their opinion and advice,
« That all parties fhould be placed in the.fam<?
« fituation in which they flood before the receipt >
«, of the lafl advices from England, referring and
•« fubmitting to a decifion .in England, the rcfpec- .
“ tive claims that each party .may conceive they
« have a right to make; but nqt aRing upon thofe.
« claims till fuch-decifion fliall arrive in Bengal."

The confcquences of thefe tranfaRions were of
• a piece with the principles that produced them.:—
Though Mr. Haftings cenfured the agency of Mac-
leane as an inftance of the grofleft forgery, he did
not treat that gentleman as an impoftor. The Di-

•JreRors promifed to take thefe extraordinary mca-
furcs under theirmoft ferious and .carlieft confide-
ration, and with this declaration appear, to have
clofed the account, .and difmifled the fubjeR for

-ever. And the members who confcientioufly dif-
charged their duty in implicitly obeying the orders
of their .employers, continued as ufual to receive
from time to time unprofitable.applaufe and no
•fupport. . .. ' - A

CHAP-
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CHAPTER’ VIII. -J

^he firft Mamitto War—Anecdotes of that People-
Interference by the Bombay Preftdenty in their Diffen-

fions—Treaty with Ragoba—Colonel Upton's Depu-
. tation to-Poonab—The Treaty of Poorunder—Dif~
fatisfahlions produced by that Event—The Political ■

’ ..State of India at this Period.

. JL HE three principal interefts, which at prefent .
divide and control the empire of Indoftan, ’ are
the Hindoo, the fylahommedan, and the Britifh.
The two laft originate and derive all their weight :.
and eftablifhmcnt from a feries of ufurpations on
the .firft, which is native and hereditary : And it
is owing to the multifarious and difeordant parts
thefe interefts feparately involve, to a total want of
union in their energies, and to an infinite diver-^
fity in the objects of their refpedtive politick, that
they have hitherto repelled fuccefsfully the en-
croachments of each other, and preferred their
mutual independence; that a balance of power,-
in fome degree adequate to the regulation and ad- •
juftment of their feveral claims, ftill operates;, and
that the whole continent of India is not at this
moment the feat of one gloomy, permanent, and
Univerfal defpotifm.
; .. • S The
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The Mogul empire no longer exifts, but In

fragments. The throne of Delhi is annihilated.
The later ftages of the Mahommcdan policy re-
femble thofe difeafes in the human frame, by
which the extremities receive unnatural ftrength,.
while the heart is left in a Hate of debility. The
officers of the crown every where accumulated in-

' ordinate wealth, while the general treafury of the
empire v^as impoveriihed. Indolence fuccecded to
venality; and thofe who had not courage to rebel,
were at the fame time too lazy to obey. _ A cruel
intriguing miniftry diftributed the imperial pre­
ferments with a wanton extravagance. Aflaffin-
ation foon became a part of the court fyftem.
Revolutions in the diftant provinces were daily cf-
fefted, by the murder of the refpedtive governors.
Thofe who fuccecded, warned by the fate of their
predeccflbrs, retained the revenues they were dts
puted to collect, with the notorious intention of
thwarting that- authority,.-on which they conti­
nued to lavifh the moil fpecious profeffions of at­
tachment.' .

The Marrattos, though not what they once
were, are ftill formidable, from the lituation and
extent of their territories, the mildnefs of their
laws, their inexhauftible refources, their nume­
rous armies, and. their manner of making war.

’ They inhabit the mountainous and wcflem divi­
sions of the Indian peninfula.. By the wifdom

. their treaties, the force of their arms, and the
afylum tf'hich refractory Rajahs and zemindars have

... found
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found in their jjrote&ion, they have ftretched * ■
their dominions from fea .to fea, from Surat to
the Bay of Bengal, and from the remote!! con- ■
fines of Agra, northwards, to the mouth of the
river Kiftna, on the coaft of Coromandel, includ- • £
ing a trad! of country' above a thoufand Britifli ’
miles long, by not lefs than feven hundred in
breadth”.Y'-’- - • . ' • > k
• This immenfely extended empire is divided by
feveral Rajahs, whofe connexion with the Pcifhwa 1 'i
or chancellor is like that of the German princes
with the emperor, • merely nominal. ; In. fome,
cafes, an oppofition of interefts produces hoftili- ‘ *.
ties, not only among the fubordinate members, w i;
■but even-the Pcifhwa himfelf is not unfrcquently
under the neccffity of ftanding on his own defence
again!! a combination of his tributaries. A ge­
neral confederacy of the whole indeed fcldom takes ■ “
place, but when mutual prefervation is the objedl, - ! '
of on fuch emergencies only as would unite the
moft difeordant ftatesi Few enterprizes of foreign
conqucfl\or plunder are of magnitude enough to
colled! and. marihal their Scattered and numerous
•forces’ in one connected army, under the general
ftandard of the empire.

Their form of; government, rather from- accl- .
dent than defign, has of late years become purely
ariftocratic : It is at prefent in the hands of eight
chiefs, who, in the Cdmpany’s records and other
Indian documents, are called mini!!crs> to diliin-
guiih them from the Ram Rajah, the’nominal fd-

3 a ' Vercign,
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vereign, in whofe name all bufinefs is Hill carried
on, and every legal inftrument authenticated.
Though veiled with fupreme authority, with the
abfolute command of the troops, and with the
foie prerogative of making peace or war, he-is

• bound by the Gentoo law to feledt a council of
• affiftance from the molt learned among the Bra-

mins. Thefe men,, availing themfelves of their
Situation, have given new energy to their charac­
ters as politicians, by accommodating the fanc-

. tions of their profeffions as priefts to. all the pur-
pofes of civil government. Being of a call deem­
ed all over India fuperior to mortals,, they arc
objects of .the moll facrcd and univerfal venera­
tion ; and, taking advantage of the indolence and
infignificance which dillinguifhed the reign of a
former prince, have by.. degrees engrofled the

• whole power of the ftate. Superftition-, the cha-
radleriftic foible of a rude people, extends,. coi>

■ firms,- and fandtifies their dominion.
•In proportion as the power of the Mogul em-

pire decreafed, that of the Marrattos gathered
ilrength.. ■ Their annual revenues arc eftimated at
fevepteen millions iter ling; and arife chiefly from
the tributary contributions, of their various allies
and dependencies; efpecially the Rajahs ofOude-.
1’Qre, Joudpore, Zegnagur, Bopoul, Narva, Bundle-
cund, and moft of the richefl: principalities which lie

. in the vicinity of the Deccan, and the upper parts
of the continent; from duties on feveral articles of
commerce,, from plunder, from cufloms, an^

• . ' from



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 261
from innumerable other refources. The inhabi-'
tants groan under no' enormous taxes. The go­
vernment, infpired by the benignant genius of the
national religion, is every where lenient and hu-

• mane. No blood is flied, no outrage committed
againft the privileges of our common nature, but
in war, and againft an enemy. Their armies per­
haps are more numerous than thofe in . any other
part of the world. They can bring into the field
at leaft three or four hundred thoufand well-’
appointed cavalry.. Their horfes are fleet and’
hardy; mounted by men accuftomed to war from .
infancy,.. and trained with indefatigable vigi- ..
lance for all the various purpofes of military
execution. Their hoftile excurfiohs are generally
by parties too iriconfiderable to provoke formal
refiftancc, and too rapid to be in danger from any
regular attack. They, pour down from the” hills .
and forefts of the Deccan, when excited to revenge.
the injuries of the community at large, and fpread
deftrudtion in the adjacent countries, with the fu­
ry and velocity-of a whirlwind. ;r' =

Under the predeccflbr of the prefent Ram Rajah, i •
the government was an abfolute monarchy. It
was under this Ample form that it’s territories had
been enlarged; and that in population, finance,
and martial reputation, it became fo formidable
to the peace of India. It was then vigorous and-
profperous in all it’s meafures; extended its fron­
tiers in every quarter; and accumulated additional

' * ‘Ercafure and influence, from a couftant acceflion
s3 . •
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of new fubjefts.and territory. ■ Sahoojei, however,
was a weak.effeminate prince His predominate
paffion was indolence: His time was wafted among
buffoons, and in the Haram. To the fordid in-

• diligence.of a vulgar mind he facrificed his own
dignity, and that of his fticc.cffor. The Peifliwa
ufurped the fovereignty, eftabliflied his refidence

. at Poonah, and . flint up his mafter in Settarah
(about fixty miles diftant), where Ram Rajah ftill
lives in the fame torpid fplendour, receives the

' - fame infulting homage, and exercifes the fame
. ■ unmeaning formalities of ftate which formerly dif-

tinguiflied the fupreme magiflrate in this mighty
empire;' For though he ftill retains the name of
fovercign, and invefts the Peifliwa with the forms
of that office, it is the only aft of fuperiority he
exerts. Nor has he fo much as an option in the
nomination, as Bajirow, who firft realized the
power, had the addrefs to render it hereditary in
his family*  This chief left two fons, BalajeiRow

, - and Ragoba c. The one was acknowledged Peifli-
’ wa on the death of .his father ; the other had the

• command of a diftant province. Balajei Row died
. when his eldeft fon (Madarow) was but eighteen

. years of age, . who, notwithftanding, feized ,thc
reins of adminiftration, and promifed to wield

-" theip with extraordinary fteadinefs and dexterity.
Ragoba, on the news of his brother’s death, haft-
ened to the feene of action, and demanded the re­
gency, as the natural guardian of his nephew :
But his claims were rejefted. He next applied to

the
I - *• - - , • <

- * . ' ‘ - -
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the Subah of the Deccan, who affifted him to make'
head againft Madarow with a formidable army.
A battle was fought, in which he had the advan­
tage. He was then recalled to Poonah, and in-’
' eftcd with the Peifliwafhip j where he became a
fccond time the victim of his own, or the in­
trigues of an interefted junto, who, led <5n by the
mother of the young Pcifhwa, took advantage of
his inexperience to raife a faCtion againft the uncle.
Aware of the ftorm, which threatened every mo­
ment to burft on. his head, hS was more than-ever

. anxious to make his efcape, but was feized in the
attempt and imprifpiied. In thi$ filiation he re­
mained till within a very fliprt time of his ne-

• phew’s deceafe. This young man had difeovered,
in the courfe of a few years, a peculiar capacity
for government. His mcafures had proved wife.

• and fuccefsful. The career -of Hyder Ally’s con-
quefts was effectually checked; and.the Marrat- .
tos, under the politics and activity of an enter-
prizing leader, began to co-operate, refumed their
former prowefs, and recaptured moft of thofe
territories which, in the period of their debility
and relaxation, had been violently wrefted from
them. He was deftined, however, to relinquifh
the profpeft of increafingprofperity, throughout
an immenfc and flourifhing empire, in the twenty- <
fifth year of his age. Before he expired, he called
his uncle from confinement, and, judging him oy
the gencrofity which warmed his own br.caft, treated
him with a confidence fo perfectly .cordial and

$ 4 Gncere,
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fincere, that he configned his brother and fuc-
ceflbr, Narrain Row, entirely to' his care ; and
earneftly conjured him to take the young Peifhwa
under his protection. Hefucceeded, accordingly,
to the management of affairs ; but whether he
conceived a diflikc to his nephew, or was duped
by the politics of the Bramins, who (till laboured
to undermine his influence; or was not fufficiently
on- his guard againft the infidious artifices of his.
fifter-in-law, who had conceived a diflike to his
character, and ufed all her addrefs, both in public
and private, to counteract and circumvent-him;
or, intoxicated with his recent good fortune, in­
curred popular odium by arts of oppreflion;
it is impoflible to determine, from the obfcurity
into which the faCt has been thrown by the fo-
philtry of party difputants. The machinations of
his enemies, however, foon prevailed, and he was
once more deprived of power, and thrown into
prifon, for concerting a plan, with Hyder Ally,
for ufurping the government. Gopicaboy was,
at the fame time, highly incenfed againft him
for the adoption of a near relation, by which,
contrary to the cuftom of the Eaft, his riches
and eventual title to the Piefhwafhip might be -
transferred to ■ another family. Ragoba in the
mean while confulted his friends, or rather the
enemies of Narrain Row,whofe profligacies eftrang-
ed from him even the ipinifters of his own party ;
and, in concert with them, a plan was formed of
effecting a revolution, which promifed once more



*■ TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA; 265
ft) reinftate him in his former fituation. ' The’
fcheme moft likely to produce this important
event, was the murder of the young Peilhwa.
Whether Ragoba was the author of this black ac­
tion or not, it was undoubtedly perpetrated with
his concurrence, as it happened in the apartment
where Ragoba. was ebnfined, and where his un­
fortunate nephew had fled for refuge. His cha-'
rafter became odious and deteftable in proportion
as his guilt was known and credited. His friends'
were unable to withftahd the general indignation'
excited by a charge thus marked with ingratitude
and treachery. The widow of Narrain was fooh‘
after faid to be delivered of a fon. In confe-
quence of thefe occurrences', Nana, Saccaram, and
others of the Bramin' council, afting in- favour
of the infant Peilhwa, and availing themfelves
of Ragoba’s abfence on a remote expedition,
ftrengthened their party with infinite eagemefs
and aflid'uity, and drove him reluftantly from
Poonah, Nor was it without manifeft difficulty,
that..he eluded the public vengance, by abandon­
ing his country, and taking fanftuary in the pre-
fidency of Bombay. The immediate confequence
of .his precipitate departure from this theatre of
intrigue, was the union of Sindia, Holkar. and
five other Marratto chiefs, with the Bramin con­
federacy, who, under the denomination of Twelve
Friends, or Barral) Bbi, agreed to acknowledge
the title of the infant prince, for whom they ob­
tained from the Rajah the Sirfaw of office, and

to
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to exclude the fugitive uncle from all ihare in
the future government of the empire.

In this brief account of the Marrattos it ought
not to be forgotten, that the extenfive domi-.
nions of Berar are included. Moodajee Boonfla,
however, exercifcs an independent 'fovereignty, ‘
throughout a populous and extenfive kingdom.
Nor does he acknowledge any further connexion
with the Poonah government than his own im­
mediate interefts diftate, or than the remains of

* consanguinity may incline him to cultivate. For
whatever claims he may have to the fovereignty
of Poonah, from his relationfhip to the family of
the Ram Rajah, he has given very fubfiantial proof,
that it is no part of his ambition to relinquish the
reality for what is no more than the mere fem-
blance of authority. — •- ’ ' .

Sindia and Holkar, who trace their pedigree to
Hendoo kings, of the higheft antiquity, divide
by much tire largcft parts of the rich and exten­
five Subah of Malwa, which border on the Vizier’s
countries to the Eafi, and thofe of Berar to the
South-weft. The conduct of thefe politic princes
was to moderate the violence of both parties, and
to commit themfelvcs without referve in profecut-
ing the fchemes of neither. From a regard to
their own intercfisj they were naturally difpofed
to Support the balance of diflention, that no

■ • Side .might, from a confcious Superiority, pre-
iume to exact the arrears of their tribute. And
they prooably found themfelvcs upon the whole

mote
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more fecure, by thus participating in the gene­
ral greatnefs of the ftate, and presiding at the
head, of that ariftocraCy, which fince the affaf-
fination of Narrain Row guides all its councils,
than by taking advantage of its temporary weak-
nefs, to aim at a precarious independency, under

. the reftriCtions of a contracted influence in their
own country. / ■
.. Molt of the other ftates are evidently directed
by circumftances and contingency, in aCting un­
der the control or co-operating in any gene­
ral plan of conduct with the Poonah government.
But thefe detached principalities were bound in
the earlier periods of their hiftory to furnifh on
emergency, and at the requifition of the fovereign,
a certain quota of cavalry completely equipped
for fervice. Such feverities were however exer- ■
cifed for incrcafing their armies, as threatened
the depopulation of the country. • Their military
force confequently no longer confifts in tribu­
taries, but in allies, who take the field on a fti-
pulated fubfidy. Every cavalier, who flocks to
the Imperial flandard, knows his rifle, and is the •
owner both of his horfe and arms.. Their mode
of war, fo habitually directed to plunder, entices
into their fervice, on any fudden and favourable
prbjeCt, every adventurer .who can procure a
horfe. But, as the horfe is often, the whole of a
Marratto’s property and fortune, they folicitoufly
avoid all regular conflicts with difciplined troops,
and before whom,. for the fame rcafon, their flight

. .. * is
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is no proof either of their defeat or difperfion.
They move from country to country, and change
their fituations with incredible expedition ; take
both their food and Heep on horfeback; rufh
eagerly into the field at the fummons of their feve-
-ral chieftains, and in their progrefs fweep every
thing before them with the rapidity of a torrent.
Their principal ftrcngth however confifts in what
are called the houfchold troops or private cavalry,
who are commanded by the Paha Sidars, and
whofe horfcs and accoutrements are the property
of the ftatc. It is their conftant and univerfal
practice to return home at the end of each cam­
paign with their booty, except a few feledt bodies,
who are in faft the pcrfonal guards of their
princes and great men. - .
. The Bombay prafidcncy^ by efpoufing the caufe
of Ragoba, incenfed this powerful and martial
people to regard the Britifh interefts, in every
part of Indja, with fentiments of deliberate and
inveterate antipathy. They difeerned the infidious
policy, of the Company’s fervants, in availing
•thcmfelves of their family diffenfions; and were
eager to prevent the injuries which it indicated.
Conftruing the orders of the Directors with the:
fame liberalitywhich had uniformly been dene in
the other prcfidencies, the Bombay council did
not conceive thcmfelves prohibited absolutely

.from hoftilities, but immediately prepared for
war, in the prefumption, .at leaft, that an addi­
tion of treafure or territory would compenfate

• • r ' ’ with
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with fome, for what might appear to others an
inftance of delinquency. The Directors, in their .
general letter, fo early as Jig’year 1769, -obferve
to their fervants, on this fettlement, “ That Sal-
te fette and Baffein, with -their dependencies, and
“ the Marratto proportion of the Surat provinces, , . .
“ were all that they fought for on that, fide of

India.” The reigning junto in Poonah, fore- - . '
feeing the difficulty of defeating the machinations ', - ■ - Ji],
of Ragoba, while the Engliffi perfifted in afford- ' : /■ j

• ing him protection, was prepared for the confe- • 'j ’
■ quence. Nor were the prefident and council dif- •

pofed to omit fo favourable an opportunity of - -
trying their fortune in war, of gratifying their
own ambition, and of realizing; the wiffies of their . • v
employers, by feizing the territories they were '
fo anxious to poffefs. They confequently invaded,
under various pretexts, fuch portions of the enemy’s '
country as lay moft contiguous to Bombay. The

- firft ftroke is often dccifive on the fate of a cam­
paign. The Rajah was, in fome degree, furprifed,
though he defended himfelf with unexpe&ed vk .
gour and addrefs. Our operations being con­
fined, for the mod part, to the fea-coaft, the

• promptitude of the marine and artillery was, on
every occafion, attended with the belt effect. A
demand having been made upon the Nabob of
Broach, in April 1771, for.a confiderable fuin,

•arifing from arrears of tribute, and an overcharge
.in the cuftoms on merchants trading under the

. Company’s protection,'for years,-an expedition ,
. . - ' ■ '■ was,
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was, at the fame time, undertaken againft .’the
place, to force a compliance with that requifition.
This attempt, however, being fruftrated, the Na­
bob had vifited Bombay in the interim, and com-
promifed the difference. But the terms to which
he agreed were feduloufly eluded on his partj
and the council thought their honour intcrefted
in feeing them realized. This produced a fccond
enterprize; in which, though■ fuccefsful, the lofs
of Colonel Wedderburne, an officer of diftinguiflfed
merit, was confidere'd as a misfortune which more
■than counterbalanced all the advantage of .the
capture. Baffein, the ifland of Salfette, and a
few fmalier ones, were foon after reduced. Other
acquifitions were alfo made by General Gordon.,
who had fuceeded Colonel Wedderburne in the
command/ Thefe proceedings originated in an
apprehenfion, whether well or ill founded, that
the Portugucze were meditating the recovery of
the dominions they had formerly poffeffed, efpe-
cially Salfette and Baffein; places of the greater
•confcquence to the Bombay eftabliffiment, as the
inhabitants were almoft. fupplicd with provifions
from the one, and their dockyard, the only one
belonging to the Company in India, with timber
from the other. . ,

In the mean time, the prcfidency of Madras
entered.into a frefli. agreement with Ragoba,-by
which he ftipulated the ceffion of fome valuable
^territories, for which- they were to furniffi him
with’ two thoufand five hundred of- the Company’s •

troops; .
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troops; whofe fcrvice, in his behalf, was alfo to
be entirely at his cxpence.’ Thefe forces, under
the command of Colonel Keating, were ihftantly
embarked for Surat, and ordered to join Ragoba,
•who menaced Brodcrah, at the head of forty thou-
fand horfe. XV hile in this pofition, however, the
enemy, by an unexpected attack, gave him a
complete defeat, obliged him to raife the liege
precipitately, and to retreat with only about a
thoufand horfe.' He fled to Cambay, but was de-
•nied admittance. He next made the belt of his
way to Bownagar, and from thence, in a galliot,
came to Surat... The confederate army lay between
•Ragoba and Keating, and ftruggled, though with- •
but fuccefs, to prevent, their junction, which took
place on the 19th of April, 1775. About this
time great diflenfions prevailed among the mini-
fters and their aflbeiated chiefs. Moodajce Sin- .
dia openly deferted their caufe, and carried with
him, to his own country, twelve thoufand horfe ;
the fincerity of Holkar was doubted, 'and his mo­
tions were watched with fufpicion; the Nizam did
hot fulfil his engagements; and their ally, Sha-
bagee, who had fuccccdcd fo far in a conteft with
his brother, Moodajce Boonfla, as to beat him in
h pitched battle, and ,make him prifoner, was
found, next morning, dead in bed. Thefe mor­
tifying circumftances to the Poonah junto gave
an aufpicious afpeCt to the fortunes of Ragoba,
whofe want of money feemed, at this time» his
only difficulty. It was hot till the middle of riext
. ' month
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month that an engagement took place between
the two armies, when the forces under Keating
and Ragoba fuffered confiderably, from an unfor­
tunate order, ill repeated perhaps, arid not well
underftood, to feize- fome of the enemy’s guns.
The firft company of European grenadiers, .turn-
.ing rather precipately to the right, were obliged
■to retreat. They were followed by the Madras
.infantry, and thefe by feveral companies' of fe-
poys. In fcrambling through fome broken hedges,
they were in too great a hurry to keep their ranks. -
At that moment a body of horfe charged them '
with fury and'fuccefs. They were inilantly in
.confufion, fled on all fides, and could not be ral- •
lied and brought again to the attack, even by the
commander in chief. Many officers fell; and the
Slaughter muft have been general but. for the ar­
tillery, which, being turned againft the Marrattos,
who crowded with great intrepidity wherever the
battle raged1 molt, foon difperfed them.; This
was the only lofs ’we fuftained. The number of
men, horfes, and elephants, which were killed of
the enemy, fo effectually damped their fpirits, that
they cautioufly ever after avoided a regular en- .
gagement. The combined troops kept up the
purfuit, but never overtook them till fome weeks
afterwards, when they elofed in with their rear,
killed many of their pen, drove vaft numbers of
their horfe and camels into the fea, and deftroyed
their cjnnon.

• Tutty
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. Futty Sing, who had fided with the confede- j.
. -rates againft Ragoba and the Englifli at the com­

mencement of hoftilities, was one of thofe dif- •
, contented chiefs who had deferred the party. He

was influenced by the common politics of Afia, ' ;■ j
and of mankind, in giving that intereft the pre- - j
ference, which was likely to prove the flrongefl. ' '
The profperity which began to attend the affairs of ' ■ j
Ragoba determined him to conclude an agreement - 1 ;q'

. with that chief, through the agency of the Eng- . ■;
•lifli, to whom he not only confirmed thofe grants.
which Ragoba had made in the country, under
his government, but ceded to them, at the fame •
time, an annuity of eighteen thoufand pounds. • ■;
He fubmitted to pay Ragoba the ufual tribute*  to • .•
furnifli him the aid claimed by the Durbar of Jj

. Poonah/ and, what was of molt material, impor- ~
■tance at this crifis, to pay him twenty-fix. lacks
of rupees, within the fpace of fixty days. This ■ •
•advantageous treaty of peace and alliance was
•concluded in the month of July. The affairs of .
the Company, at the fame . time, were, equally
profperous by fea as by land. The Poonah ad-
miniflration had, early in the campaign, equip­
ped a fquadron, confifting of five fliips ; one of

, forty-fix, two of thirty-two,, and two of twentj-
•fix guns; with ten gallawats or fmall armed vef-
fels. Thefe were deftined to intercept the Britifli
trade, and infeft thofe feas and coafls where they *

• Were likely to do us molt milchief, and fecurc for
' thcmfclvcs the whole booty. But Commodore

* qn John

r *’
1 ■ ■ :. * •' -
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)ohnMoore foon fell in with them, and gavethenj
<1 total overthrow.- In this manner were the ene­
my’.s fehemes every where defeated, and thofe
of Ragoba crowned with fuc’cefs. The friends
and adherents of the confederacy became unfta'ble,
and difperfed in proportion as-the preflure of thole
accumulating misfortunes operated on the public.
The promife of .large fums, which had allured the
Nabobs and Rajahs who had fought their battles,.

- to exchange domeftic tranquillity for; the perils i
- and fatigues of war, was not punctually dif- '

charged. The troops were clamorous for their
pay, and their leaders were naturally difgufted
with a lofihg caufe. Furkia, the general,-, found

• his fituation peculiarly critical and hazardous. The
• 'chiefs were mutinous, and his refources were ex>.

•havfted. Thofe who had. loft their horfes loudly
.demanded their ftipulatcd hire of their refpeCtive, '
leaders, who prefled in their turns the command-4
der in chief; and the iharfis or bankers had al­
ready arefufed to anfwer his drafts. Thefe dif--
ireffes very confiderably increafed tire diftraflions-’

. iir the Durbar. Saccaram and Nana had dif-
patched Vakeels, or commiffioners, to treat of:an-
-accommodation with ..the prefldency.. Thefe werp
to act feparately. One of them fell' lick 'on his. -
arrival. Before his recovery, .the prefident like-.
wife became fo ill, that he- was utterly unfit
ior ad public bufmefs. And the council were-
cautious of difeovering any unncceflary cagernefs-

. For pvacy, as fuch a feutiment, on fuch a critical ■
\ oecaflon,.
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. Occafioii, would have bqen fufceptible of atnoft

improper condrudtion, and' might have inclined
the enemy’s Vakeel to demand terms infinitely •
more advantageous than thofe ultimately intended

> by thecommiflion. ’ ■
Thus circumdanced were the prefidchcy of

Bombay, Ragoba, and the Marratto dates, when
pofitive orders arrived from the governor-general
and council of Bengal, to withdraw the troops,

- and put an immediate end to- all hodilities with
the Poonah adminidraton. The majority feemed

. perfectly refolved to realize that pacific fydem on
which they avowedly adted, wherever their in­
fluence extended. They’ had left England in the
expectation of finding all the Company’s fettle-
fnent's in a date of frienddiip dr neutrality with
every power in India. It was not without con-
fiderable furprife and concern, that the politics of
the preceding adminidi'atioh in Bengal had un-,
deceived them r and that, in proportion as their
acquaintance with faCts improved, the Company’s

• affairs every where affumed a very different
' '' afpedt. And the fame principles, which'' deter­

mined their opinion of the motived, objcft and
Confequeiices of the RohUla war, were now
brought forward to criminate that which the
prcfidericy of Bombay had' commenced againd the
.Marrattos. ' ’ -

From rhe' moment tlic fupreme government
had been formally announced, as directed by act
of parliament, to the feverab prefidencks, th—

1 m liberal
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liberal and implicit confidence, which,ought to
be reciprocal and unreferved among all the
branches of the executive power, feems to have

' been wanting in the prefidency of Bombay.
They did not formally difavow their fubordinate
capacity, difpute the fupremacy of the gover­
nor-general and council, or fignify in exprefs terms
their difapprobation of the new government. But,

: had they refolved- to fubftantiate every allegation
againft the Company’s fervants abroad, which
had rendered them fo odious among their coun­
trymen at home ; had they been previously ac­
quainted with the rigidly inoflenfive fyftem, which
a majority of the fupreme council thought it- their

• duty to maintain, and under the Strongest obligations
• to counteract its operations; or had they pre-con­

certed" a fcheme of fatiating their ambition as
effectually as ever, in a wanton defiance of the
legislature, by taking advantage of their distant
Situation, to indulge their temerity before they

.‘’could feel the influence.of that control, undec
which, in the inftance of making peace and war,
they were henceforth deftined to aft;. it is difficult
to conceive what meafur.es better calculated for
anfwering thefe views could have been deyifed or
adopted. Their manner of confulting the opi-.v

„n'ion of rhe fupreme government rendered their
cordial acquiefcence in its authority extremely fufy-.
yicious. They imparted nd intelligence of their
.proceedings but Rich as thev could not withhold.
I he pc'.vs oi their military operations generally

• ' ■ ■ h. . - ' reached

meafur.es
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reached B'ehgal long before any official difpatches
were received. And thefe were drawn up with fo.
little precifion and minutenefs, that they af-
forded no fatisfaflory information on the fpecific
matters they profefled to explain. When a battle
•was fought, a movement made, or a refolution
formed, they barely ftated the fact, without any
detail of thofe circumftanccs .on which a proper
conception of it depended. Nor were their com­
munications more fparing than dilatory, as if the.
•fupreme council had no intereft in the knowlege
of any of their fchemes until they were finally
executed. They were therefore repeatedly re-
quired to give ample and immediate informa­
tion of their political fituation, as the moft par­
ticular account of all the events which had
happened, or /might occur to the interefts of the
Company in.that quarter; was expedited by the.
■new adminirtration, who were - under the neccffity
of remaining inactive till they heard from Bombay; ,
•Orders to this effect, and prohibiting in ex­
prefs terms the fpecific meafures then carrying
on, were fent to Bombay, early in 1775. To
thefe no anfwer was’ received. for nearly the
fpace of three months ; when their agreement and
co-operation with Ragoba, with the foie view of
acquiring territory, were explicitly avowed. Mr,
Hartings on this occafion entered a very formal
and elaboratC'dilapprobation of the (ytlem \\hichj_
predominated in the presidency of Bombay. He
condemned the hortilities in which they were on-
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gaged, as impolitic, unjuft and unauthbrized. In

,his opinion, the whole burden of the war was
.thrown on the Company; no injury had been
■received from the Marratto ftates; and the late

■ adt of parliament had ycfted the fupreme council
with the foie authority of treating with the powers
of Indoftan. Nor did he approve of fending the '
Company’s troops to fuch a diftance from the pre-
■iidency,. as an enterprizing enemy might have .
taken that opportunity of ftorm.ing the fettlement.
He owned, at the fame time, the extreme diffi­
culty, of framing fuch orders, as "the peculiarity"

. of their fituation might require, The original
‘ , -ftate of things could not be. replaced ; his know-

. -ledge of circumftances, for the moft notorious
kcafons, could not be corredt; and he‘doubted
whether the recal of the troops fromRagoba, at

.-.all events, was either fafc or practicable. He
confcquently propofed, that the orders for the're-

.. treat of die army ffiould be limited "by thefe ex-,

. options if the combined forces fhouldhave ob-.
:. tained gny dccifive advantages; if the fituatipn

of our detachment-was *ftich  as to make the
. recal dangerous; and if a negotiation was actin-.

ally-on foo.t between Ragoba and his opponents,.
..., His opinion was fuggefted under th.efe reftridtions;
. becaufe, under the prefent-unfortunate dilemma,
i .. he faw no option but that of "the leaft evil. -

Rhe majority, notwithftanding, agreed to with*
draw the troops, without regard to" any confider*

, ation but that of’their fafety; to open a. negoci,
- - ■; ?tieq • ;
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ation with the ruling party at Poonah ; to inform
the Bombay' council of their rcfolution; to en­
join their cordial reception of any" pacific over­
tures which might be made to them ; and to treat
on thefe preliminaries only, that an immediate
fufpenfion of hoftilitics fhould take-place, and.'
the iflands, of Salfette and Baflein be confirmed
to the Company. Colonel Upton- was confe-
•quently- appointed to execute this delicate and
important bufinefs with1 the Poonah • minifters. *
He was inftrudted to apologise, in the'name of 5
the fupreme council, for the hoftile conduct of
the Bombay prcfidency in thus - wantonly taking
up arms in matters which did not concern them-;
to difavow the treaty which,- 'without? their know-

- 'ledge on .confent, had beem entered into with Ra- -
goba> .and to exprefs the raoft firiccre arid earned
•defire, ■ on their part, of eftablifiilng a lading

*' peace with-the Durbar-; to excufe-the feizure-of
Salfette and Bafiein, on the principle of its other-
wife falling into the hands of the Portuguezej
and the impofiibility of reftoring it-without per- •
million from the Directors-;: to inform them of

. the orders given for withdrawing our troops from
Ragoba-; and- to include hiiTi^- if poflible, in- the
treaty.; The board refolved,. ah the fame time,

- to render this mifhon-ufeful’in-other rcfpcdUj and
to take’that-opportunity of Purveying the penin- -
.fula of India, and of afeertaining the geometrical
diftances of places' through which Colonel Upton

’ "■dKiuld pals-; and=a gentleman of fciencc was ap-
,'T 4 ' ' * P°'nU'^
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pointed to attend him for that purpofc.- Letters
were al fo written to the Poonah miniftcr,-‘an-’■>
houncing the colonel’s departure. -Saccaram, who
led the Poonah faftion at this time*-had  arifen .

' from fuch a Rate of original obfeurity- and want,
as prevented his receiving the very rudiments of •

. ’ education. Though, in fact, premier-of one of
, the greatefl Rates in the world, he could neither ’

read nor write. Unfortunately the Brarnin, who f
" afted as his confidential fecretary, had been go-

* vernor of the province in which the late captures, .
• . .made by.the Company’s forces, were-fituated.- ;• ••

Freftiiinftruftions were therefore, difpatched to.
their Vakeels at Bombay, which arrived before they
had declared in form the original purport of
their miffion. They now infilled on having the

; perfon of Ragoba delivered into their hands ; the ’ .
immediate reftoration of Salfctte; and the com­
plete evacuation ’ of every other place, we-had
wrefted from them. They promifed, in return*
to make feme pecuniary compenfation for the ex- •.;•

* pcnccs we had incurred. ■ It ought to be con--
fidered, that hoftilities began with us ; that wo
had received no provocation from.the Marrattos ; -
that they had a fight to demand their own do-> ■
minions; that thefe were not the lefs their’s for
our having taken forcible pofleffion of. them j that

- * ■ ■ their moderation was fufficicntly evinced by con-.
. fining their claims to a ftrift reftitution ; and-that .

the rcimburfement they, offered, not only proved ;
bpw finctrely they were diipofcd to ncgociate, but

■' - ■ " - -1- * ■' ’ Was- • •
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xvasan article wc had no title, in juftice, to ex-
pcCt.-Thcfe arc the terms, however, which the
advocates for the purity of Afiatic policy would
reprefent as hard and inadmiffiblc. It is thus ‘
they would decide the differences of nations, on

• maxims which tear up, by the roots, every bar-.
tier of property, and outrage all the feelings and
principles of . equity between man and man.

Under the influence of the fame fatal fyftem,
the profperous fituation of the prefidency,'and of
their ally’s affairs, at this precife period, was
eagerly brought forward, as an unanfiverable ar- '

' gument for- a vigorous profecution of the Avar. A •
Thundefftruck by the peremptory orders of the ..
fupreme council for the immediate recal of the A.. . .
detachment which co-operated ■ with Ragoba, and . \
the unexpected embafly of Colonel Upton to the
court of Poonah, in their anfwer to the official
difpatches which brought the mortifying intelli­
gence, ’ the. gentlemen of Bombay exprefs .rhe
higheft ■ concern'at the meafures prefcribed for
effecting a general pacification ; and -fignify their-
apprehenfions, that the intcrefts of the Company' .. -

’would receive the moft eflential injury by the
adoption of a plan^whicli, at the fame, time, fixed
indelible difgrace bn the prefi'dehey. ■ Theyjufti-
fled their interference with’ the -domeftic quarrels.

* of the Marratto ftates, from the neccffity they
were under-of openly vindicating their feizurc of
Salfcttc.-a They preferred the enufe of. Ragoba,
Hotwithftanding the atrocious treachery and mur-
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dcr for which he was expelled by his countrymen ;
and affified him with their troops, becaufe he
gave the Company the right of acquiring a re-'
venue of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds
per annum. They even aflerted the propriety and
iufticc of making war, in this manner,, on the-re,
bcllious fubjects of their ally.- ■ And they prefs
the indignity done them in not intruding the ne-
gociation to one of their number; alledging the
facility of having accomplilhed it on the moft
honourable'and advantageous terms, but for the
information thus officially given ; to the Poonah

' government of the Company’s.- eagernefs to obtain -
peace. . ' ■■ . ■ .-

. Not latisfied with-having remondrated in thefe •
- Aerms, ’ they deputed Mr. Taylor, a. member- of

the feleft committee^-to. date .their complaints,: in
perfon, before the board. He, therefore,-pre-
fented a memorial,, which contains,, in addition

■ to the. arguments on which the Bombay prefidency
ground , their proceedings in- their engagement

•wirhi Ragobaj, a variety of political reafoning
.again# the interruption, given to them by the rc-
-foiution and orders-of the fupreme council; an
; sntrodu&ory account of the Marratto date; the.rife
. and. edablilhment bf the Peifliwa.’s .power; the

contiguity and. connection, in policy and com*
'■merce,.with the Company’s.-pofTeffions in the.Wcft 8
of India.; the dominions, or- diftri&s held-by the .

- great chiefs of the nation ;r in what degree .depen*
... chat oa the Poonah govcrnuKut, particularly, the

. Boonflasj
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Boonflas, the Guicawars, and Sindia and Holkar;
thofe various event? and intrigues which occa--
iioned the divifion? in the Peifhwa’s family, and
■by that mean? involved the prefideney of Bom-

• bay in their quarrels j the comparative fituation
and force of the contending parties in the war, at
the time when heftilities ceafed 5 and the probable
difpofition of the Nizam and Hyder Ally during

. thefe difturbances. He gives alfo an ejeadt defcrip- .
tion of the fituation, revenue, and other productive
-advantages, arifing from the feveral codons of ter­
ritory made by' Ragoba. and Putty Sing. He
urges, in ftrong and earned terms, the dangerous ’ •
and difgraceful confequences of declaring a treaty, '
thus beneficial, invalid and null ; efpecially as ft " -
might impel Ragoba. to throw himfelf, - for -
afliftance, on other powers.; He concludes by
drgnupufly infixing, that, whether it ihould be re-
folved- tp terminate thefe affairs by arms or nego-
'eiation, -it was abfolutely- expedient to revoke the
orders for withdrawing the troops - - ■ - •

- The board having confidered the quefiion,;whcjr. .
ther their former orders, ihould be enforced, or for

' the prefent fufpended, the original xcfol'utiori was
confirmed, except that it was agreed to leave the
option with the prefident and;.council of Bombay,

■ to withdraw their troops, into, fuch. of their gar-
* rifona as. they might chufe. Mr. Taylor, with no

’ better fuocefs, after Cgni.fying the utmoft concern
at the- determination of the board, defired, in a

' - fpbfcquent paper, to. add a further reprefentatioa of .

Z .4.
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the very great diflionour the Bombay council would

' fuffer from intrufling the conduit of the negoti­
ation with an. entire ftrangcr. He put them in
tnipd that one’of their board had been appointed
by the Company, themfclves to refide at Poonah,
with particular inftruitions and powers for negocia
ation with Madarow, ■ the then Picfhwa ; and
that, from their knowledge of the views, connec-

• tions, and intcrefts of the different perfons in the
Poonah Durbar, they'mult be beft qualified to
tranfaft fuch matters ; and that they ihould all be
animated by zeal for the honour and intereft of

■  their employers, and would pay implicit obe­
dience to whatever directions they might receive

. from the fupreme council- in managing this im­
portant meafure. Mr./Taylor-was, however,
'given to underfrand, that the fupreme council
could not agree to repeal or change the appoint--'
ment of Colonel Upton, confidently-with the fe-
folutions which they had publicly lignified to the;
minifters at Poonah ; but that they by no means
intended to throw any flight on the prefidency of

■ ‘Bombay,- which they fliou’ld always endeavour to
■protect from every fpecies of indignity or dif- '
rcfpeft..‘:'y 7'-
e'. In the -mean time, Colonel Upton proceeded
acrofs the continent, and encountered, in. his way,

; a great variety of difficulties. His correfpbndence,
from the different flages of liis journey, exhibit a

.-nioft unpleasant account of the diftrefs and confit
; flon of the, countries through which he pafled.

Notwithftanding
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Notwithftanding frequent aflurances from the court
of Poonah, that orders had been given-to faci­
litate his route through the Marratto dominions,
by feveral accounts received in Bengal, that fait
appeared very doubtful. He received, as he patted
through Benares, a letter from the Poonah mi-
nifter, written in a ftile fo little flattering to the
objedt of his embaffy, that he deemed it neceffary
to complain of it to his fuperiors. He afcribed
the' delay of his journey to. the inattention of the -
Durbar, from whom he had received, no regular

• advices, and who had not even apprifed the Sir­
dars of the different diftrifts of the bufinefs on
which he was deputed, and of his travelling
through their country, which he found everywhere.. '
in arms ; he was nearly fix months on this tedious
and perilous journey. By means of his route, a
geographical' line was firfl: drawn acrofs the conti­
nent of India, through the principal places or
points between.Agra and Poonah and which, by
eftablifliing a great many capital and interefting
geometrical pofitions, has become a fund of the
belt local intelligence, and confiderably enriched

• the .fcicnce of geography. ;
...The colonel, who .had fet out on the roth of.
July, did not arrive at Poonah. till the 39th of De-. '
comber, 1775. His reception was equal to rhe

■> 'magnitude of the objects he was deputed to ad-,
drefs. Hp'found the internal commotions, which
agitated the Marratto flares, pregnant with rup- .
tures in almoft every quarter of that mighty co 
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pire. The pofthumoUS foil of Natrain RpW had
fruftrated' the machinations of Ragoba, who

' wiflied to have extinguilhed his brother’s line.
The infant being forthwith proclaimed' Peiihwa,
Saccaram Pundit, and Nana Furnefe, were confti-
tuted the afting miniflers or regents for carrying
on the affairs of ftate in his name.- Nor were the
partizans of Ragoba inattentive to the Various
lhapes which the afpedt of public bufinefs was ac-
cuftomed to affume, under feenes thus fluctuating

- .7and embroiled. By artfully inflaming the proud
ambitious views of the feveral chiefs, . and ex­
citing their perfonal jealoufies againft each other,
they kept the minifterial party in a perpetual fer-

’ -rnent, and rendered many of their moil eflerttial .
exertions in the feryice of the public odious or

.abortive. : " ■ ■ ■-I.. •
The proportions,-which Upton laid before the

Durbar, were not altogether, or at once, unex­
ceptionable. The temerity of the prefidericy in

. -Bombay had offended the miniflers, almoft be-
■ ■ - -. yond the poffibility of' forgivenefs." The compli­

cated -fyftem, under which the Engliih aCted, pro­
bably ftruck them as precarious- and equivocal.
They had feen the favourite meafurcs- of rhe Bom­
bay gentlemen controlled by the fupreme coun­
cil of Bengal.- Thefe they1 knew to be no more'
than the iervants of-a trading company, who,
in-common with the whole body they employed, .

. were rcfponfible for whatever they did to the!
Britifh Icgiflature, Involved in a variety of fuch

■ ■ ’ ■ ■ ‘ <m-‘
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^mbarrafling circumftances, they regarded, at
Jeaft in the firft inltance, the overtures of the fu-
preme council, with a referve which bordered os'
averfion.- A debate immediately arofe in the Dur- ■
bar, from Colonel Upton being inftrudted to infill.
.on the fignaturcs of all' the chiefs, individually^
-to whatever engagements might take place between
-them. The minifterial party,, though obvioully
.ftrong, feemed yet not a little defirous to haften
.the concluiion of a.peace. The conduit of thc~
.Bombay forces appeared to them, however, not
without fufpicion. . They infilled the more ex­
plicitly on the /equivocal lituation of ours, that
they gave the moil fatisfying alfurances, that rhe •
behaviour of their1 own was ;ltridlly pacific. The
prefidcncy of. Bombay, at the fame time,' as if

, they intended utterly to .deftroy every fymptom of
-- -returning friendihip, advifed Ragoba to accom­

pany the Britifh troops, with, fuch of. his army as
he might be able to maintain, in order to avoid the
«vil effedts of a feparation.- They were alfo pre-

. failed upon, by his earneft entreaties, to agrcc,
...that both armies ihould remain at Corrade, a place
;in .the neighbourhood of Surat, ■ belonging to .the

, Nabob, until orders Hill more peremptory Ihould
arrive .from Bengal ; as Ragoba might be totally
^deferred .when thus .abandoned by them. -Thcfe
motions of the troops were by no means calculated
to facilitate the negociation, or reconcile the Mur-

. rattos to an. implicit confidence in the declarations
.’of Englifiimen. Indeed, they had been..'taught .
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to expert that Colonel Upton was empowered to
treat with them on equal terms, without making
any demands whatever. They were much againft
allowing the further poffeffion of Salfette, or
agreeing to the furrender of Baffein. They pro­
bably did not conceive it pofftble, that, without
a better claim, our commiffioner could be autho­
rized to urge a condition, which in the eftimation
of common juftice was abfurd and ridiculous.
And they afked him,- as he obferves, a thoufand
times, why-we made fuch profefiions of honour,
2nd difproved the war entered into by the Bombay
government, while fo defirous of availing our-
felves of its advantages. They fay,.thegovcrnor-
-general.and council of Calcutta have deputed you
to negoclate with us on terms honourable to both
nations, yet all advantage and' honour is confined
.to yourfelves. f • ■■ J

■ - He informed the board, that hemuft be fatif-
fied with-a faftory inftead of Baffein; that he
fhould infill on retaining Salfette, though an. end
to the treaty ihould follow their refufal of an ac-
quiefcence;- that they acknowledged, no grants in
any part of the Guzurat to be valid, but their
ownthat a certain flipend, and number of at­
tendants, would be allowed to Ragoba; and that'
the frequent reports, of ~the deplorable fituation
to which the reigning party were reduced, were
unfounded, as. they {till had a numerous army,
no want of money, and were in alliance with the

. , ■, . Nxzstn?
■ ■ ■ • • - . • ' . ( ..y
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Nizapi, who had lately lent a' large body of
horfc to join their forces.
-Mr. Taylor, who was ftill at Calcutta, repeat­
ing, both in. public and private, the fame ftale
unavailing plea againft the majority, .which had
brought, him from Bombay, embraced this op­
portunity of giving into the board a frefh rcmon-
flrance ; in which he roundly adopted the confi-

-dent affertions of the prefidency, concerning the
favourable fituatioh of Ragoba’s affairs; and fup- '
ported their arguments for. preferring,- even on
political motives, a treaty with him,' to any that
might be fettled with his opponents'. ‘And that
he might defeat the impreflions. of Colonel Up- <
'ton’s reprefentations, he adds with peculiar
ihrewdnefs, “ that the colonel dated from the

■ <c fort of Poorunder, where he is furrounded by
“ the minifters and their creatures, whofe.intereft

it is to mifinform him with refpeft to their own,
ftrength and importance, and to fecrete from

ft him every circumilance favourable to Ragoba
and his partizans.' Their patience, fkill and

ec diffimulation, in conducting political ncgocia-
“ tions, are well known in India. It is almoftufelefs
ec: to infiff on the different credulity that is due to
ff the information collected under thefe difadvan-

tages, and thofe communicated by gentlemen
<c .in whofe honour you have a fecurity from in-
<>f”tentiohal deceit, and whofe caution is w.n-
“j.ranted by the danger they incur, fliould their
“ ill-grounded intelligence miflead you into mcu-

. - . ■ U ce fures
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« fures that might not otherwife be deemed cx-
fe pedient.” 1

This tirefome negociation being procraftinatcd
to fuch a length, as rendered the pacific inten­
tions of the Poonah miniftry fufpicious, even
to the majority, it was at laft unanimoufly
agreed, by the governor-general and council, to
direft Colonel Upton, in cafe he had not already
concluded a treaty, to conform to his former in-
ftruftions; .and that, if the Poonah government
did not accede to the overtures implied in thefe,
he ihould demand his difmiffion, and retire to
Bombay within fix days after the receipt of thefe

■ orders. The very next day, however, a letter
was received by the board from Colonel Upton,.
which informed them, that all hope' of conclud­
ing a treaty was at an end. The fupreme coun­
cil immediately refolved, that though the abrupt
declaration of the miniftry might be only a feint,
to try what impreffion it might make on the

■ colonel’s mind to fupport a renewal - of the war,
it was neceflary to provide the means of conduft-
ing it with the greateft probability of fuccefs. They
were at the fame., time agreed to., acquaint the

. feveral prefidencies, and their different dependen­
cies, of the hoftile fituation to which the affairs
of the Company were reduced. To the prefident
and council of Bombay in particular, while they
declared themfelves not refponfible for the mean

.  fures which had involved the Company in this
quarrel, they rcleafed that government from the

teftriftioil9
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icftridtions which they had laid .upon the opera­
tions of their' army, and authorized them to give
flie moft effectual fupport to Ragoba, inftrudting
them to aflign the command of the troops to Ge­
neral Gordon, whom alone they deemed fit to be
intruded with a charge of fuch confequence.

All thefe preparatory refolutions for war, how­
ever, by the receipt of a letter from Colonel Up­
ton, dated the 24th of February £1776] were
converted into an immediate determination to
revoke them, as he informed the board, that cer- .
tain articles were agreed upon between him and
the minifters, which would be ready for tranf-
miflion in a few days. Thefe were difpatched from
Poonah, to the fupreme government, the firfl. of
the following month ; when the colonel acquainted
them of feveral particulars in regard to the difficul-..
ties he had experienced in arranging the plan,
the terms, and the ftile of the pacification, and of
the further flops he iliould take' in accomodating
all remaining points of doubt or difference, efpe-'
cially the queftion about the ceflion made by-
Futty Sing in the Guzurat country, •• ' > .

The advantageous apquifitions which were fe-
cured to the Company by this treaty, were Salfctte
and the adjacent iflands in the bay of Bombay,
the city and Purgunnah of Broach, without par­
ticipation or claim of any kind, and a confiderable
diftridt in' the neighbourhood, The whole pro­
duced above an hundred thoufand pounds of clear
annual revenue. It difannulled all preceding

■ TT treaties
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treaties made by the Bombay council with Ragoba-
or Futty Sing; revoked the feveral cefiions of
thofc chiefs to the Englifli obliged the troops of
Ragoba to difperfe, and our’s to retire within the
limits of the presidency; provided him with an
afylv.m in the heart of the Marratto dominions, a
body guard, domeRics, and a revenue adequate to
his rank; bound up the Englifh from affording
him, or any perfon di Curbing the peace of the
Marratto Rates, the leaR fupport or countenance
whatever; and engaged to indemnify the Company
for the expences occafioned by the war, with the
fum of twelve lacks, to be paid within two years.

This treaty, notwithstanding the many folid
advantages which it conferred on the Company, ’
was deemed by the Bombay. council inadequate,
:and highly injurious to the reputation and intereR
of the Englifh, in that part of India. General
Gordon and Colonel Upton, however, who confi-
dered difinterefledly what ought reafonably to have
been expedled, from an impartial attention to the
unjuRifiable circumRances of the rife and progrefs
of the war, the ill management of it under the ,
command of the troops employed, the want of
refourccs for carrying it on, the Rate of contend­
ing parties, and the fentiments of the Company,
thought it fufficiently honourable and expedient.
Indeed, upon the principles aflumed in reafoning

■ againft it, no political reputation can ever be valid, .
as it can never be equally fatisfadlory to both pat"
tics. ■ Though the war may have left us in a Rtu'

- . * ’• ation



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 293.
ation to infill on, higher terms, it was a war into
which we had not been provoked by the Marrattos.
The injury was given by us, and juftice re­
quited that wc fhould have redrefled the wrongs
we inflidted. 0

But, from the great contrariety of opinions
among the various parties concerned, it was not
very likely that the peace would be lafting. In
proportion as the Poonah miniftry were felicitous
to carry into'execution the agreement ftipulated,
the Bombay council hefitated, magnified the dif­
ficulties of an immediate compliance with the
mandate of the fupreme board, and piocraftinated
in every ftep they took to fulfil their part of-the
engagement. Ragoba confidcrcd himfclf as fold
to his enemies, in whole cuftody he was placed by
the treaty, without any pledge or fecurity for his -
fafety. The refidence ftipulated for him by the
Poonah miniftry (truck him as a prifon, where
their creatures only were to furround him, and
where it would be impoffible to prevent their dtf-
pofing of him, whenever it might fuit their pur-
pofes, as they plcafed. Thcfe apprehenftons were . .
■undoubtedly, heightened by a confcioufnefs of what.
he deferved, and what might be fo cafily perpe­
trated by thofe who pofiefled fimilar principles to
his own. Pie therefore refufed to accept of the
terms in which he was included, and thought
himfelf entitled to an afylum in one of the Com­
pany's fettlements. The prefidcncy of Bombay,
in their difpatches to Bengal of tne 30th of

- tt „ Marcn,
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March, prefled the requifitions of their ally, on the
fuperior council, with great earneftnefs. In their
opinion, he ihould have been given an option in'the

. ation of hisrefidence : Nor would the.minifters
have bbjeftcd to it without a finifter intention.
He would have proved an ufeful inftrument for
keeping the Marrattos in awe. But, circumftanced
as he was by the treaty of Poorunder,. he was now
determined to appeal to the juftice of the honour­
able Company, and await their determination at
Bombay. They lamented the dereliction of the
advantages fccured by the treaty of Surat, and
predicted the lofs of the Guicawar diftridts.

This intelligence created ftrong debates in the
fupreme council. One party prefaged, from the
obftinacy of the Bombay prelidcncy, a renewal of

. the war, which they were fincerely anxious to pre-

. vent.’ The other, by habitually apologizing for
the conduCl of thefc gentlemen, and partially
adopting their cenfurcs of the treaty, feemed ra­
ther intent on precipitating that event. Before,
any diredt reply could be framed to the Bombay

- -letter, frefli information was received from Colo­
nel Upton, of a nature ftill more ferious and
alarming. He ftared the peculiar uneafinefs which
the meafures of the Bombay council produced in
the Durbar, that they complained of Ragoba’s
being permitted to feek a refidence among the
English, as that circumftance might interrupt the
harmony which it was the intereft and inclination
Oj- both nations to cultivate; that by our protradi-

■ - ■ fog.
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or rather taking part in the difputes between ■

them and Ragoba, we occafioncd the whole ex­
pence of keeping up an army, which, -including
the Nizam’s forces, amounted to thirty lacks of
rupees per month ; that the Rile in which Colo­
nel Keating had proclaimed the peace, as having
taken place between the honourable Company and
the Poor, ah minijlcrs, not the- Marratto Jlates, gave
the higheft offence ; and that, in defiance’of every
delicacy due to the refpeftive powers concerned
in this folcmn tranfaftion, the commander of our
troops had given die promife of protection to Ra-
goba, and propofed fending his elephants, horfes,
and other articles of equipage, into the neighbour­
hood of Broach, under effort of a detachment
from that garrifon.

■ It was about this time that Subada, a perfon
of the Peifhwa family, who was faid to have been
flain in battle, and who had been for years im--
prifoned in the fort of Rutnah-Geriah, had made
his efcape, and was joined by feveral chiefs, and
even by the admiral of the Marratto fleet. He had
pretentions alfo to the Peifliwafliip; and though’
thefe were foon effectually invalidated, his appear­
ance afforded an apology for Ragoba not difband-
ing his troops, according to the terms of the late ■
treaty. But the true reafon was, that he had no
money to pay them. On this little army moving
to the environs of Surat, it was decmeci ncceffary,
with the troops lately under the command of Keat­
ing to reinforce the garrifons, that no accident .

. ° . U4 - might



I
£56 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.
might happen from the vicinity of fuch a force.
A circumftancc which excited new jcaloufics in the .
Poonah. minifters, who complained to Colonel

>. Upton, that the Bombay council had not reftored
the places ceded by treaty ; 'that they had fupplicd
Ragoba with military florcs ; that, as Hyder Ally
had forced the Company to fulfil their engage­
ments, his example would juftify their adoption
of the fame means; and that, if proper and
complete fatisfaftion was not obtained in thefe £e-
veral particulars, they would carry fire and fword
through all the Company’s dominions. The pre- ,
fidency of Bombay roundly denied thefe afTertions,
and infilled that they had fent to Surat and Broach
for delivering up the Purgunnah, but no perfons
proper to receive them had appeared; that the
prefent fit'uation of Ragoba was owing to con­
tingencies • which they did not forefee, and for
which they were not accountable ; and that they
were fo far from plotting to renew the war, as to
refufe a junction with the Nizam, or to pledge the
Englifh faith; that in reftoring Ragoba. they

•— fhould not oppofc him. They recriminated with
great afperity on the Pconah government, who,
notwithftanding their ftrong pretenfions of attach-

■ ment to the intercfls of the Company, had yet-
permitted no communication or intercourfe' with
their dominions; that no perfon could come, even •.
with vegetables or provifions, from the neighbour­
ing ports ; that vcfTcls under Englifh colours,

- though feparated from their convoy by flrefs of
■ • - . ' weather,
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weather, had been feized and carried into Gheriah;
that no Vakeel had been fent to Bombay with any
explanation of thefe tranfaCtions; and that their
connection with Futty Sing was too much involved
and embarraffed to admit of an immediate ecclair-
ciffement. Thus each party, from an eager anx­
iety, perhaps, to fhuffle, to overreach, or to pro-
craftinate, cxcufed themfelves from a literal com­
pliance with the requifitions of the treaty. A
whole year was exhaufted in a fruitlefs difeuffion
of mutual altercations and complaints, when 1777
opened, and gave rife to a great variety of new and
interefting feenes. . • ■
. The political ftate.of affairs, in other quarters
of India, were more xor- lefs affected by thefe
tranfaCtions, at this period. The difcuflion of
many important and intricate queftions, which
then fubfifted between the Englifh and Marratto
governments, was, no doubt, a curious and in­
terefting object of attention and remark to all the
different powers who occupy that great theatre
of inccffant hoftility and intrigue. But it rarely
happens, when any of the principal ftates are en­
gaged in war, that the other Subahs or Rajahs of
the leaft weight or confequence, from contiguity
of property, family connection, or political intc-
reft,- can wholly, or for any confiderable length of
time, preferve a ftriCt neutrality.

The prcfidency of St. George betrayed ftrong
apprchenfions of hoftile defigns from Hyder All},
in conjunction with the French, which wcie 01. y

allayed
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allayed by the report of his preparations being
chiefly deftined againft the Marrattos. Confcious
of having trifled with the Juft requifitions of that
prince, under emergencies of extreme ncceffity,
it was not unnatural to regard his future motions
with peculiar jealoufy and fufpicion. The return
they had made to his confidence left them no
room to place any in him. Ever fince a fiiort
time after the peace he concluded with them,

' when the board withheld thofe fuccours which he
thought himfelf entitled to expeft, and which the
exigencies of his affairs impelled him to demand,
he made no fcruple of avowing a ftedfaft anti­
pathy to our intereft. The misfortunes of that
war, in which he loft his army, and a confider-

' able part of his dominions, he has- uniformly
charged to our breach of engagement. Indeed,
he had left no arguments unapplied, no meafures
unaflayed, which could excite the Englifli to afiift
him in reprcfflng the formidable growth of the

1 Marratto empire, at a time when, under the au-
fpices of Madarow, it menaced the independence

-of every power on the continent of India. But
~ the prefidency of Madras feemed then equally in­

different to his intereft and their own. Fortune
- had, however, interpofed that relief, by the death

of the young Marratto hero, who, by the philo-
fophical virtues of prudence, moderation, and •
military conduit, had, before he reached the
twenty-fifth year of his age, reduced even Flydcc
Ally nearly to his original infignificance, But

•< - that
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that event, the fi.1bfccp.1ent difcuflions in the Dur­
bar, and, moft of all, the ftren'uous conteft which
had fo long fubfifted between the Poonah miniftry
and the Englilh, gave Hyder time, by attending
to the domeftic-regulation of his various domi­
nions, to the improvement of his finances, and to
the ftate of his army, to recover much of his
former confequence. While our connection with
Ragoba was yet in its infancy, he difeovered no
fmall degree of diftruft and refentment againft us,
by warning that unfortunate prince againft re-
pofing too much confidence in his new allies,
and ferioufly apprifing him of ivhat he muft ex­
pect from our finiftcr and faithlefs conduct. He
was then fufpedted of tampering with the mini-
fterial party and Nizam,-to the difadvantagc of
Ragoba and his allies. He neverthelefs afterwards
affifted that prince with money ; and the reigning
Peifliwa not only threatened retaliation, but actu­
ally detached a confiderable body of Marratto ca­
valry into the Myforc country, where they com­
mitted fuch .ravages and devaftation, as impelled
Hyder to fend the flower of his army, under his
fon Tippo Saib, to oppofc their progrefs.

During the. hoftilitics which fubfifted between
the Bombay prefidency and the Poonah Marrattos,
the’Nabob of Arcot had been much folicited by
the latter to affift, by his mediation, in procur­
ing a peace with the former. They had, how­
ever, pending the embaffy-of Colonel Upton, re­
fund their acquiescence with the articles propofed 
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in his favour. They alledged, that the Rajah of
Tanjore, a relation of the Ram Rajah, had been
wantonly difpoffeffed of his country, and ilrippcd
of whatever was valuable or dear to him ; and
that it was impoffible for them to treat upon
any terms of concefiion with the Nabob, until
after the reiteration of the Marratto prince. This
event had now taken place; and though the incli­
nation of Mahommed Ally had not been much con-
fulted in the bufinefs, his acquiefcence,- whether
voluntary or not, rendered him fo much lefs an „
object of refentment to the Poonah miniftry. In­
deed, his inveterate enmity to Hyder Ally recon­
ciled him, in a great meafurc, to the Marrat-
tos, who, before their late .troubles, had been
that hero’s molt formidable opponents. It will
appear, in the progrefs of thefe tranfadtions, that
the Nabob of Arcot was, by this time, confidered.
as of but little importance to the Company, as an
ally; and therefore could be regarded by other
powers as no very formidable enemy.

It has been the general policy of the Subah of
'the Deccan to watch the viciflitudes of fortune
among the various belligerent powers in his neigh­
bourhood ; and to convert, by all the means in his
power, every change, or ’contingency to his own
emolument. He had lately detached a large body
of troops to join the minilierial army ; but it was
well known he did not wifli them to be engaged
in action, efpecially again!! the Britifli forces. He
was even forward in propofing a plan of hoftite

union
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union againft the very powers with whom he was
apparently connected'in the elofeft alliance.

So cautious, and perhaps equivocal, had the
conduct of Moodajce Eoonfla hitherto been, that,
till the beginning of the year 1777, he was gene­
rally imagined to have been well difpofed to the
caufe of Ragoba. He then, however, lignified to the
governor-general, in the courfc of their corref-
pondcnce, his determination of fending Rajagee,
his fon, to vifit the Peifliwa, as a meafure which
their long friendfhip. had rendered abfolutely ne-
ccflary. He Rationed, however, a Vakeel at Cal­
cutta, and otherwife cultivated the cordial friend-
fhip of the Company with much apparent fincerity
and folicitude. But, if the infinuations of the
Nizam were true, thefe profeffions were only in­
tended to difguife his defigns of fuddenly urging
his demand of chout, from the province of Ben­
gal, at the head of a formidable army.

The politics of Sindia and Holkar had, in the
courfe of thefe quarrels and intrigues, conftantly
veered with their intereft. This was the great
unerring ftandard by which all their public and
private preferences and meafures were uniformly
regulated. Ragoba had often repeated his reliance
upon their declarations in- his favour; but he
found himfelf at laft the fport of their convenience?
and intrigue. They were now openly engaged in
meafures 'diametrically oppofite to his intereft.
They appear,-at the fame time, tp haae pio\cd 



3O2 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.,
very troublefome and alarming neighbours to the.
Vizier and territories of Oudc.

The circumftances of the young Vizier, who
had lately fucceeded to that important 'and con-
fpicuous fituation by the death of his father, Suja
ul Dowlah, were critical and delicate. At the head
of a powerful army, poflefled of immenfe reve­
nues, and inverted with the government of an cx-
tenfive and populous territory, he found himfelf,
notwithftanding, the fplendid Have of a few mer­
chants. His pret'enlions to the Vizierat had met

 with fome interruptions; but the intereft of the
Company in his favour left his competitors no

- chance of fuccefs. On this occafion, the Situation
and conduct of Shaw Allum was naturally marked
with doubt and irrefolution. -Nor did he feem at
laft to aft with cordial or fincere attachment, when
he fent an ambaflador, in the month of April
[1776] to invert: the Nabob ul Dowlah with the -
Kilaat. Accounts were foon after received at
Calcutta of frequent alarms from the hoftile ap­
pearance of troops on the frontiers of Corah. It
was apprehended, that the king, the Marrattbs,
the Sieks, and the Rohillas, were confederated to
invade the dominions pf Oudc. A defenfive alli­
ance with the Nabob Nudjiff Cawn was therefore
propagated, and adopted as a mcafufe which
afforded the moft probable fecurity againft the
fudden incurfions or depradations of the enemy.
This chief was then carrying on a kind of deful-
tory warfare with various tribes of Marrattos and

- - Jauts,
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. Jauts, who in felled the vicinity of his and the Vi­
zier s dominions. I Le was, at the fame time,
much diftreffed for money to pay his army. The
confidence which the king had formerly repofed
in him was fenfibly diminifhed. Nor were'the mif-
fortunes of this degraded emperor in any degree
abated. The embarraffments which he owed to
the cabals of his court, and the inceffant dis­
appointments he’Suffered from abortive expecta­
tions of relief, vifibly affected his conduct. The
profped: before him was the more unpleafant that
his tried friend, Nudjiff Cawn, however unable or
unwilling, in the prefent Situation of affairs, to
affift him, was the only perfon, notwithftanding
the preference given to his rivals, to whom his
majefty could have any hopes of ultimately apply­
ing with fuccefs.

Such was the political pofture of affairs in the
continent of India, on the conclufidn of the firft,
and the eve of the Second Marratto war. But,
though all the great powers had the addreSs to
feign, a perfect acquiefcence for the prefent in
this apparent tranquillity, the fiend of difeordwas
already at work, and a plot framing in the dark
receffes of ambition, which, by treachery, teme­
rity, and perfeverance, was Soon to involve the
whole empire in one general and ruthlefs Scene of
carnage and dcfolation. • Who, that has not an
heart of ftone, but muft commiferate the hap-
lefs deftiny of man,, by which millions of innocent
people are the daily victims of that caprice and
r . cruelty
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cruelty which originate only with their leaders I
Thus arc the whole fpecies doomed to fuller
more ferious and fubftantial mifery by the foul
intrigues of a few urfurpers, than from all the
other plagues and difafters that depopulate the
world. ' . ' •' ’

CHAT-
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CHAPTER IX.

Intrigues of the Bombay Prcfidency—Origin and Com­
mencement of the Second Marratto .War—March of
the Bengal Detachment through the interior Countries
of India—Failure of the Bombay Expedition—Gene­
ral Goddard refufes to accede to the Treaty of Wor-
gaum—The projetted Negotiation with the. Rajah
of Berar abortive—Nezv Alliances with Putty Sing and
the Rannah of Ghod—A general Confederacy formed

. againjl the Englifh—The Conquejl of the Guzurat—
Popham's brilliant Expedition in the Province of .
Ghod. • ■ ’

*JPW O events had occurred before the latter

end of 1777, which, by a feries of rapid confe-’ .
quences, involved more or lefs, in general and
promifcuous hoftility, all the nations of Indoftan.
The power of the majority in the fuperior govern- -

.mentof Bengal was annihilated by the death of
Colonel Mahfon and General Clavering, and a
commiffioner from the court of Verfailles had made
his appearance at Poonah. The firft of thefe con*  •
tingcncies had configned, into the hands of the
governor-general, that uncontrollable authority,
which the ambiguity of the fecond tempted him
10 exert in reviving and carrying into - effeft a

' ■ j X fyftem,
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’ fyftem, which now operated with the greater

energy for having been fo long fufpended. A
feenc of indiferiminate animofity and flaughter
foon followed the dcvelopemcnt of thofe politics
which this change of meafures occafioned. No
regard, at leaft, in the firft inftance, was paid to
contiguity of fituation, to the merit or demerit of
national character, to habits of ancient or fami­
liar intercourfc, or even to a fimilarity of cuf-
toms, mariners, laws, or religion. Europeans in'

- . almoft every battle fought again# Europeans!
Hindoos, Mahommedans, andChriftans, were every
where alike objects of mutual and undiftinguilhed
mafiacre 1 Nor was it until the laft Rage of this
awful conflict, that a general confederacy was
formed for exterminating that party, who had
thus foully embroiled the reft.

, . The Bombay council continued to entertain the
inoft cordial deteftation of the late treaty. ’ It

- v had qualhed all thofe fanguinc expectations of
territorial acquifition, which filled their imagina­
tions and prompted their ambition, Mr. Mollyn
fucceeded Colohel Upton as refident at the Durr
bar, and apprifed the prefidcncy that St. Lu­
bin, the French agent, was arrived at Poonah,and
received with every poflible mark of refpeCt. And
though the minifters had repeatedly protefted that
nothing was intended again# th>

• reft, very furious confequcnccs
from his influence and intrigues

. event of a French war. Propofals being at the fame
time

e Company’s inte-
wcrc apprehended
, efpecially in the



transactions in India: '3C7
timefuggeftedbyforri&difcontented chiefs in favour
of Ragoba, the prefidency entered into the fcheme
with alacrity. Their agents were forthwith em­
powered to commence a negotiation with the
principal confpirators, and difpatches forwarded
to the fupreme council for their concurrence and
fupport The governor-general, no longer thwarted
by an obftinate majority, not only embraced the
meafure, but determined to facilitate its execution
by an immediate difpatch both of men and mo-

'ney. Previous to this intelligence, he had de-
vifed and brought forward a plan for improving
the peace of Poorunder, in which the Marratto$
were required to give Ragoba fuch Security for
his perfonal fafety as he could rely on with
■confidence; to reimburfe all thofe military charges
which might be incurred on his behalf; to cede
in perpetuity the fbrtrefs and ifland of Baflein,
with fevera'l other fpecified grants and exchanges
■of land on the continent, to the Company; and
to allow nd European fettlement in any part of
their dominions, without the knowledge and con­
fent of the fupreme council.

• The idea in which thefe arbitrary propofitions
feems to have originated Was not well founded.
It was evidently fabricated on falfe or imperfect

‘information. ' And deception is perhaps the molt
favourable apology of which the failure will ad-
Tnit. But, from the moment that the prefidency
were pofiefled with the means of profecuting the ,
war effedtually, their inclination for peace re-

Y a .* turned,
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-turned, at the fame, time that the fuperior council
urged and exemplified the moft prompt and fpirited
-exertions. New inftruftions were inllantly tranf-
mitted to Bombay, that other and more peremp­
tory requifitions might be made on the ruling
party in the Poonah adminiftration. Thefe were
intended to fubftaptiate the conditions which had
been formerly ftated as the foundation of a new
agreement, and,a refufal to any one of them was
tp be conftrued into a formal and deliberate in­
fraction of the peace. Such extraordinary demands
announced in fuch arrogant terms, and accom­
panied with fuch menaces, would have been re?-
garded and jefented by all independent ftates
as tantamount tp a declaration of war. The prefi-
dency of Bpmbay were likewife allowed a difere-
tionary power of- entering into further articles
with Ragoba, according tp the exigence pr ex­
pediency pf the fituation and views under which
he might aft. But it was very cautipufly fur*
jnifed, that, nptwithftandjng the favourable af-
peft which thefe arrangements bore to his affairs,
objefts much more fubftantial and extenfive were
ultimately in view. ■ . - ■ ’ -

It is not very pafy to conceive by what other or ‘
more effeftual meafures the fervants of the com*
pany could have forced the Marratfos to relin*-
quifli their pacific intentions, So ftrong was their
averfipn to a breach with the Epgliih, that they
had abfplutely given up the point of Ragoba’s
rcfidppcp among them, They were fatisfiedto leave

. hin}
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hiril under our protection, on. condition that he
fhould fettle at Benares, at that time the moll eli­
gible, the mbit learned, and one of the moft fre­
quented cities in India, as he could not; thus re­
motely circumflanced, fo effectually difturb the
harmony of government by his projects and in*
trigues. In that cafe they promifed to endowhim
with an annuity for life of fixty thoufand pounds*

It was now that the fuprcme council conceived
the great defign of marching a ftrong military
detachment through the interior countries of this
immenfe continent, as 'a demonflration to the
potentates of India, that the harmony of the
Britifh. fettlcmcnts, however fcattered or remote
from each other, would on every emergency be
adequate to the general fafety-. This meafure
was flrcnuoufly oppofed, as-obliging an army,
with no inconfidcrable train of artillery, to tra-
verfe countries hitherto unknown, to encounter
■difficulties of the nature, number and extent of
which no efiimate could be formed; to invade
the territories of a- power with whom we affeCted
to be on terms of amity ; to rifque the refentment
of- many populous and hoftile nations, who might
take that opportunity of avenging their wrongs ;
to increafe the jealoufies already fubfifting be-

' tween the Britifh and Marratto interefts; and to
heighten that envy and odium which our ambi-

• tion, rapidity, and intrigues had already excited.
■' Thefe objections were however overruled, and

the detachment, which, including five hundred
X 1 Candahar
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Candahar horfe, cohfifted of nearly” feven thoufand
effective men, began to move in. the neighbour-
•hood of Cotah and Allahabad, in- the beginning
of April, and arrived at the Marratt<i' frontiers
about the middle of May [1778]. Theypafled the
Jumna, which, on the north-eaftern extremities,
wafhes feveral countries tributary to the Marrattos,
in boats, and under the fire of their artillery,.
as a body of the enemy’s horfe oppofed them
on the other fide, Thefc they inftahtly dif-
pcrfcd. The town and fort of Calpy were ut­
terly abandoned on their approach. There they
continued till the 3d of June, that memorable
day, on which, by a fatiguing march through
an extenfive country, which exhibited only one
invariable feene of naked concker as far as the eye
could reach, without a tuft of verdure, or a drop

’of water, between, three and four hundred men,
overcome by thirfb” and fatigue, pcrifhed, raving
mad I The army fpent nearly three months in the
diamond country of Bundlecund, and were ex- .
pofed to the greateft danger by interfering with •
the family difputeS which took place at that

’■time among thofe who had pretenfions to the.
Rajahfhip. In thefe contefts, thus wantonly fo­
mented, and no doubt intereftedly protrailed, the
city of Mow was fackcd with a barbarity, For

'which the lofs fuftained by the victors on.that'.
occafion was a juft punilhmcnt. ; -•

Lcflie, who had the command, died- in 'the
beginning of . October, and was fuccceded' by
Colonel Goddard. At this time the army was'

• . ■ * ■ eon- 
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considerably reduced, no lefs than a thoufand .
fepoys being in the hofpital. They were now
attended by an agent of Ragoba’s, and' in his
name levied money, -even while every idea of
Supporting him was officially and publicly dis­
avowed . in Calcutta. The detachment had
been originally ' conligned to the management
and direction of the Bombay prefidency; but,
under the cohftruftion of having received con-
fradidlory orders, ultimately conduced thcmfelves
by their own diferetion. Indeed, one day their
march had been countermanded in confequence -
of the difficulties to be encountered; and another,
without affigning the reafon, they were defired
to proceed. Poonah, Bombay, and Surat, were
alfo held out on Separate- occafions as the objects
of their deftination. „ ■

This management, however, was probably a •
part of the .plan which the governor-general now
brought forward in council. He propofed a treaty
offenfive and defensive with the Rajah of Berar, -

.. that this opulent and powerful prince ffiould be
Supported in realizing his claims on the throne of
the Ram Rajah, now vacant by his late deceafe

-without iffue; and that the'whole force of the
Company ffiould be exerted to effect his eftabliffi-
me'nt,' not only as head of the Marratto empire,
but likewife in his pretenfioris to the Nizamut of
the Deccan. Mr. Elliot wal deputed to the court k
of Moodajee Boonfla,with full authority for accom­
plishing this important’hegociatiori. - The cauSe of
Racroba was profefledly abandoned. The prcfi-

. dcncy
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dency of Fort St, George was apprifed of the pro-
je£t, and required to co-operate, by directing their
politics to that event. And the detachment, on.
their march to Surat, was enjoined to regard
whatever orders they might receive from the Com­
pany’s Vakeel-at the Durbar of Berar, with the
Dioft facred and implicit attention. ;

Thefe arrangements, however, were not effected
without long and ftrenuous oppofition. The ab-
furdity, the impolicy, the extravagance and im­
practicability of the meafure, were cxpofe.d and
criminated in terms of unequivocal afperity and
cenfure. It was arraigned as inconfiflcnt with the
Company’s orders, who had enjoined the fulleft
conformity to: the treaty of Poonah, and tending
to a prodigal wafte of their treafure, at a time
when their’affairs, both at home and abroad, de-
mandedthe moil rigid oeconomy in every branch
of expenditure. It likewife involved a variety of

. Inaufpicious circumftances. It was opened in a
crifis when the mother country was under the im­
mediate preffure of a war with her colonies, and

. one of the moft. formidable confederacies that
ever embroiled the powers of Europe ; when the
prefidency of Bombay was in no fituation to de­
fend its own territories; ■when the council of Fort
St. George had inful ted both Hyder Ally and the
Nizam beyond a poffibility of forgivenefs; and

• even when the news of a French war was expected
every moment. It’s progrefs and operations were

- calculated to convulfe the whole continent of
India,
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. India, and to roufc and unite the indignation of
all the various and oppofite powers in that exten-
five country. It treated the Nizam of the Deccan,.
the ancient friend and ally of the Company, with
a treachery which he would not fail to revenge,
by exerting the whole influence of his immenfc
riches and power in forming fuch a combination
againft an ambition, thus boundlefs and infatiable,
as might lhake the Britifh intereft to its bafis.
Thefe arguments were refilled, chiefly by the ad­
vantages which were expefted from the fchemc,
and the facility of accomplifhing it; the difap-
pointment it would give to the French views and
intrigues at the Durbar; the mortification which
the Poonah miniftry would experience from a re­
volution, by which they muft be diverted of all
the authority they, had ufurped i the inviolable
friend (hip of the Berar. Rajah, whofe dominions
would be as ftrong a barrier to Bengal on the one
fide, as thofe of Oude were on the other. The
council, which then confiftcd only of four mem­
bers, were equally divided in their opinions of the
queftion, when the governor-general, boldly arro­
gating the refponfibility of the whole meafure to
himfelf, carried it in the affirmative by his carting

vote.
The Poonah miniftry, irritated by the refra&ory

• fpirit which diftinguiihed the mode of realizing
- the late engagements of the Company, made no

fecret of their refentment. I he gentlemen oi
Bombay inftantly declared the treaty of Poorunder

violated,
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violated, and no longer binding. They refolved
at the fame • time to accept the offers of fuch
chiefs as were in the intereft of Ragoba, and with
all poffible.expedition to fend him to- Poonah at
the head of an army. The detachment from
Bengal were alfo ordered to direft their march
for the Marratto capital, inftead of the route
through the Guzurat to Broach or Surat. Thefe
advices were received at Calcutta about the
middle of Auguft ; and though, in all important
refpefts, diametrically oppofite to the policy fo
recently adopted in - council, met with full ap­
probation. The negociation at the court of Berar
was occafionally interrupted by the death of Mr.
Elliot, on his.'way to Nagpour, the capital of that
kingdom. It was, however, foon revived, and
Colonel Goddard empowered to carry it on and
bring it to an iffue. He was therefore direfted
by the fupreme council, without paying any re­
gard to what orders might ‘ be "received from
Bombay, to reach the banks of the Nerbudda;
which walhes the Northern" frontier - of Berar.
Indeed the prefidency of Bombay, unwilling that
Goddard fliould partake of the glory which they
promifed themfelves from the fuccefs of their
arms, feem to have plunged into a ftate of the
moft violent hoftilities at random. They would
not wait the approach of the detachment. Their
information was effentially defeftive. They knew
hot either their allies -or their enemies fo perfectly
or cffeftually,. as to jiifyfy any active’meafures.

They
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'They expected the junction of the twenty thou-
fand horfc from the abettors of Ragoba. And the?
expedition commenced under a variety of other
circumftanccs fo very unfavourable as proved omi­
nous of the event. - ’

Captain Stuart fucceeded in taking pofieffion of
the- Bourgbaut, a pafs through the. mountains
Which lead dire&ly to Poonah. He continued in
this critical fituation a full’ month, probably in
hopes of being joined by the friends of Ragoba.
Not a Marratto,-however, of any confequence
appeared. The army from Bombay amounted to
about four thoufand effeftive men; feven hun­
dred of thefe were faid to be Europeans. They
Were fupported by. a fine train of artillery.
Two regiments of fepoys and fix hundred
horfe were commanded in a feparate divifion'
by'*  Ragoba. A prodigious quantity of bag­
gage,- carriages,- cattle, provifions, and luxu­
ries of all kinds, followed this little army. It
Was commanded by .Colonel Egcrton, who adted,
however, under the control of a feleft fuper-
intending committee, an inftitution which, though
Utterly incompatible with the fpirit and prompti­
tude of the fervice, has uniformly difgraccd our
-military tranfaftions in India.--
b It was on the ift of January [i779], when the
•Mar ratios inftantly appeared in prodigious fwarms
ton all Tides,. that they found every meh of the
•ground would be vigorously difputed. The enemy
hung every ftep we took on our rear, and our
yjoops were obliged to proceed in the face of a

fcvcrc
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fcvere cannonade; at the fame time they were
inceffantly galled by a prodigious difeharge of
rockets*  The Marrattos carefully avoided every
movement which led to a clofe or a general en­
gagement. Their object was evidently to harafs,
to fatigue, and to gradually exhauft and diminiih
the Bombay army with as little rifk to themfelves
as poffible. Colonel Cay and Captain Stuart, two
refpedtable officers, were both killed during this
defultory mode of fighting; the One on the firft,
the other on the fourth day of the march*  Thcfe-
defperate onfets were continued with little inter­
ruption, and more or lefs fuccefs every day, from
nine in. the morning till three in the afternoon*

- ■ A feene of_mercilcfs devaluation every where
marked the progrefs of our army*  The cottages
of the poor, and the villas of the great, were, at
their approach, levelled in undiftinguiffied ruin*
The many elegant feats in the fplendid village of
TuUicannan could not protect it from the indif-
criminate defolation which fpread around. The
wantof.tafte in its barbarous'deftroyers was foon
and amply, revenged*  They were already fo com­
pletely invefted, that they could have no fupply*
as their intercourfe with the country was every
■where effectually intercepted. The enemy had
incrcafcd to above fixty thoufand horfe. Stung by
the fight of TuUicannan, reduced to a heap pf
fmoking rubbiffi, they affailed our troops with a
bravery, a fiercenefs, and a conduit which confider-
ably damped, our confidence. In a well-fought

fkirmifh,
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Ikirmiih, which took place on this occafion, the
enemy’s lofs was not much fuperior to ours. A
retreat was now (January nth) determined on, as
our laft refource. Not a Angle partizan had yet
joined Ragoba; and the enemy were determined
to have burnt Poonah in the event of our army

. having forced their way to that capital. It is faid,
this faithlcfs ally of the Company meditated an-
inftance of the tnoft horrid perfidy on this occa-
fion. And who could expeil lefs than the blackeft
treachery from the murderer of his nephew ? It
is not improbable that fome of the army’s move­
ments originated in Colonel Cockburne’s appre-
henfions of Ragoba’s machinations. By day-break
on the 12th, the whole army was furrounded and
furioufly aflaulted on all fides, . The conflict, in
various fliapes, continued for near fifteen hours,.
without intermiffion, and only ceafed at laft through'
exceffive wearinefs and want of ftrength; The
cannonade, op both fides, was fierce' an'd tre­
mendous. The valour, the exertion, and evolu?
tions of our forces, were incredible. The horfe of
the Marrattos returned to the charge with an in­
trepidity and impetuofity which our grape-fhot,
.well-timed and well-pointed, only could repel.
Nothing could appear more formidable than the
velocity and fiercenefs with which they repeatedly
attacked our lines fword in hand, Captain
Hartly’s fituatiop in this engagement was pe­
culiarly critical, The division he commanded,
encouraged by the fpirit and conduit of an officer

* ■ ' - pffioip
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whom they loved, by keeping up a' conftarit and
well-direfted fire, probably faved the army from
being cut to pieces. The lofs, on the fide of the

.Marrattos, was prodigious. Of Europeans and
fepoys in the Britilh army, near a thoufand were
left dead on the fpot; All night the enemy fur-
rounded thccamp, and on the morning only pre-
ferved a kind of diftant cannonade. It was now
impoffible we could either retreat or proceed. Our
efcape, on every quarter, was abfolutcly imprac­
ticable. A fiag'of truce was, -therefore, our only
hope of fafety/ It was' no fooner hoifted, than
all hoftilities were, for the prefent, at an end. A
convention took place. And the Marrattos gave
an illuftrious inftance of their humanity and mo­
deration, by the terms they impofed on the van-
quiihed. • -They infilled on the Englilh giving up’
.Ragoba, and all their late conqueft on that fide
■of -India; that the' former treaty with Balajee
Row ihould fupply the place of the late one at

• Poorunder, and be firmly and inviolably main­
tained by -both parties ; and that the Bengal de- •
tachment fliould •return.‘ The committee, how- -

- ever, declared their-incompetence to biiid’, by any
deed of their’s, the fupreme council,' in difpofing
of their forces. Thefe conditions Were agreed to
by both parties; and Mr. Holmes, commiffary of
the army, and Mr; Farmer, fccretary to the com­
mittee, remained as hoftage® with the Marrattos. •
I he treaty was immediately tranferibed in the
Englilh, the Pcrfian, and the Marratto languages,

" and
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and figned by the feals of the contracting powers.
The moment this was completed, our army,
whofe provifions were utterly exhaufted, were libe- •
jally fupplied by thefe humane conquerors. A body
of their horfc then conducted them to.thecoaft,
and faw them embark in the veffcls which carried
them back to Bombay. -
- Moodajee Boonfla, the Rajah of Berar, was
anxious to compromife the difpute. His central -
lituation between Poonah and Bengal, his clofe
connection with the Mar ratios, his amicable iiir
tercourfe with the Engliih, his fricndfhip for both
•parties, this wary, pacific and moderate temper,
^qualified him for mediating a reconciliation. He
applied himfelf, therefore, with much affiduity
and zeal in explaining the views'-and conduct
•of each party alternately to the other, and in
r.cftraining the paflions and animofitics -pf both. ■
He had the addrefs .to procure the difinillion of
St- Lubin from -the -court of Poonah, as his in­
trigues were held out to be the oltenfible caufe of . "
offence at Calcutta, He was not lefs vigilant with
the Engliih government, though lefs fuccefsful
in dilfuading them from a perfeverance in march? /
ing their troops through the territories of princes
with whom they were not in a ftatc of friendfhip.
He reprefented .this wanton enterprize as pro­
ducing univerfal difguft and alarm, as an auda?
cious violation of all the rights of fovereignty
or independence, and as inftigating every prince,
through whpfe dortiinions the detachment was

- - ■ ’ deftined 
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deftined to march, to arm in his. own defence,
and repel the outrage. He ftated the various
hardihips and inconveniencies to which they muft
be expofed; the unknown countries and wilds
they were to pafs; the difficuly of procuring pro- '

’ vifioris ; the deceptions to which they were liable,
from the improbability of obtaining faithful
guides; and the numerous ambufcadcs which they
could not but expedt, from.the determined hofti-
lities which their temerity would every where
provoke. His remonftrances were all in vain.
He continued, notwithftanding, his good offices’.
■Two of his principal officers were ftationed on the
banks of the Nerbudda, with ample fupplics for

- the immediate relief of the army. He acquainted
them with the machinations formed againft them
at Poonah.; and, with a‘candour and generality
which our conduct but ill deferved, told them; .

• after advancing fo far, not only that it would be
dangerous and impolitic to retreat, but even
pointed out the neareft line of march for them to
the Guzurat. He evidently had it in his power to
have facrificed the detachment without ftriking a

*- blow, but he fcorned to take the leaf!: advantage of
their perilous fituation. He even advanced them
money upon bills from Calcutta, without which
they could- not have proceeded. Notwithftand­
ing thefe good difpofitions, he was too old and.
timid for effecting the revolution which the
governor-general had meditated in his favour.
Charmed as he might be with the intoxicating

profpefti
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profpe&s of domination and grandeur which if
difclofed, the project was implicated with fceneS
and crimes which filled him with horror. He
difeovers the Rate of his feelings with great ad-
drefs and eltgahce in the laborious and moral cor*
refpondehce which the propofitions occafionedt
Goddard’s artiiy had arrived oh the northern fron­
tiers of Berar, under circumftances of peculiar
fatigue and embarraflment. Their carriages were
broken, their draught cattle worn down, and theif
magazines empty. At Hufnabad their wants
were, however, ihftantly and abundantly fupplied.
From this place Gefieral Goddard opened Ills

, powers 'of treaty with the Berar Rajah. Nor was. ,
he wanting, either in addrefs or Induftry. He
Was not permitted to- advance into' the ihteriot
parts of Berar. This reftriftion Was ominous.
The heart of the Hindoo revolted at purchafing
an empire with the blood of the Bramins. He
Would conclude ho alliance, or form any engage-.
inents that tended to molcft or provoke either the
Pielhwa or the Subah ’of the Deccan. He was
intimately connected with the former, by blood, •
and with the.latter by treaty. And he fpurned at
every temptation which implied treachery to either.
He declined the proppfal, at the fame time, with
a delicacy peculiarly amiable ahd conciliating.
The fcheme appeared to him altogether monftrous
ithd impracticable; But he.reafoned againft it Only
from the principles of fidelity and found policy, .
the improbability of fuccefs, and felf-prcfcrvation,

- v ’’ while*
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while he obviouily'deemed it the abortive offspring
of the groffefl infolence,. temerity and ignorance.
, Goddard certainly owed , his efcape to the
failure!of the Bombay expedition. The moft
diflant powers in the empire crowded with all the
forces they could muller to the defence of the ca­
pital. So many, fo deeply buried in- woods and
mountains, fo long, fo narrow, and fo> pecu­
liarly. inclofed, • were the ■ defiles which he had
to pafs, that a very inferior- force might ei-

• ther have flopped his progrefs, or reduced him,
; by famine, to any terms.- But -the adventure

to Poonah created fuch a diverfion -in his fa­
vour, as left him totally unmolcfted. The news
of tlvis event, -however, operated differently at the
court of Berar. It probably difgufted the Rajah,
in proportion as it facilitated • the movements of
our army. Soon after his -removal .from Hufna-
bad, he was advifed from the field committee', who
attended the Bombay 'army, to proceed to Ba-

. .roach or Surat, or otherwife to continue on the
banks of the Nerbudda. The letter, containing

. thefe advices had been dated before the final en­
gagement with the Marrattos at Worgaum. But- ,
the moment this treaty was accompliihed he re­
ceived pofitive orders, from the fame committee,
to make good his return. with as much expedition

_as. poffible for Bengal. • In three days a refofution
-was taken of violating their engap-ements-;- and the

% general then informed, that, upon mature re-
< collection, they did not think themfelves compe­

tent to iffuc the orders they had given, . He conti­
nued
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nued his march, notwithftanding the, fluctuating’
nature of his intelligence.': On the 5th of Fe­
bruary he arrived in the vicinity of Booram-
pore, the capital of. Candifh, a large populous and
opulent place. Here he received difpatches from
the council of Bombay, directing him to proceed
immediately to Surat. A miniftcr from the Poonah
Durbar arrived, at the fame time, in the Britifh
camp, .with a copy of the convention at Wor­
gaum ; in which his return to Bengal was ex-
preflly ftipulated. He denied that the committee
who had figned .that convention had any authority "
over him; and aflerted, that he was directed to
march to Bombay, for defeating the defigns of
the French againft the Company’s, pofleffions in
.that quarter, and that'he was hot at liberty to ac-
quiefee with the treaty at Worgaum. He gained
Surat by the end of the month.’ . .

The prefidency of Bonibay were not flow in
publicly difavowing the treaty of Worgaum,
though ratified by two members of the feledt com­
mittee, armed with all the powers of govern­
ment,.and though the lives of the hoftages might
have been forfeited by their treachery. Even this ’

’ check had not quafhed that malignant fpirit of
Jntrigue, which Bill predominated in their coun­
cils, and warped their politics. A fcheme was
immediately fuggefted of making the fame ufe of ,
Moqdajee Sindia, which, they had done of Ra-

.goba. It yvas by his interpofition that our army
at Worgaum had not been, difarmed J and detained

- Y * ™
i' . . • • A
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as hoftagcS-. His power, refources, influence' and
ehara&er, rendered him a much more eligible in-
ftrumcnt of ambition than the flagitious Ragoba.
He does not, however, appear to have been quite'
fo tra&able, as he fcems to have taken no notica
whatever, either of the overtures he received, or'
the advantages preferred to him by the revolution
propofed. • < / ■ j

The presidency of Bombay were ftill as fparing*  ‘
as-ever in their communications to the fupreme
government- Intelligence of their defeat had
arrived both from Madras and Poonah, long be­
fore it was officially announced at Calcutta, which
did not happen till about the'middle pf March*.
It then occafioncd much altercation. The fupreme
council upbraided the Bombay prefidency with un1-
iftafonable- caution and delay, when activity and
expedition were required ; with having, by unac­
countable remiflhefs, loft the only opportunity
which promifed the leaft fuccefs $ and with un­
pardonable temerity, in attempting the enterprizi
at a time when a variety of circumftances 'oc­
curred to render it abortive. To*  the hr aceufa-
tions it was replied, that they had not been rn'ad’e ,
acquainted with the' ncgociations at the Durbar
of Berar, till it was impoffible to derive any'
advantagefrbm that fade. The difavowal of the
convention at Worgaum was however confirmed
by the fupreme council. But, on the appearance
of fome pacific difpofitions, General'Goddard
was invefted with authority to treat once more-

;» t„ J' with
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With the Marrattos.- His inftruftions were found,
ed on this principle, that the Marrattos ought to
be fatisfied with the pofleflion of Ragoba, and that ‘
they had no right to further conceflions in con­
sequence of their late fuccefs. He was. reftriCted
from relinquifhing any of the new conquefts or
acceffions, and enjoined- to infift againft the ad-
million in any manner of the French, or the mod
dillant connection with that nation.

Notwithftanding the amicable afpcft which both
prcfidencies now affumed, it was at the fame time
determined to revive and urge the treaty with the
court of Berar with redoubled earneftnefs and affl-
duity, Moodajee Boonfla was# however, inflexi­
bly attached to the line of politics which he
had prefcribed for his own conduct. Hisftcadi-
tiefs baffled all the conciliating talents and addrefs
of which Goddard was fo great a mafter..; By no
artifice or argument wds that cautious and intel­
ligent prince to be tempted from the principles of

• a found and moderate policy. General p.rofeffions •
of friendfhip and good-will were all that could
be obtained. But he continued as anxious and
indefatigable as ever, to prevent, any new rupture

. ■ .between his countrymen and the company; He
even offered to become both the mediator and

i guarantee, and promifed to fettle effectually the
differences, and to remove whatever jcaloufies or .
prejudices might itill fubfift on both fides. Btij-
thefe demonftrations of friendfhip Were treated io
lightly, or tvith fuch a manifefl want .of confi-
. •. Y 2 dcnce,



326 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA*.
dcnce, by the Supreme council, that preparations
for-war on our part were carried on, in every'

. quarter of the Company’s pofleflions, with the
greateft publicity and expedition. The firft bri­
gade, who had been Rationed on the banks of
the Jumna, in expectation of that event, was now
fupplied with all manner of military flores and
equipage, that on the ihorteft notice they might
be in a capacity to carry the feene of war into
the enemy’s country. Other divifions of troops,

• in the moR advanced fituations, were likewife un­
der orders to be in conflant readinefs for fimilar
Service. / : .

.* General Goddard feems to. have adopted the
warlike propensities of the prcfidency, with all

. . the charafteri-Ric warmth and eagernefs of the pro-
feflion. And the- Ratement which he tranfmitted
to Calcutta, of the politics in the weflern di­
visions of - India, was peculiarly. calculated to

. Ratter thofe moR popular and fafliionable in Ben-
' gal. He took oceafion, as foon as poflible, to ac­
quaint the -Poonah government with his powers

' and inflruftions for bringing matters to an ami­
cable accommodation. But, before the Piefliwa
could" make any reply, Ragoba had effected his
efcape from the cuRody of Sindia, having fled fo

. early, in the beginning, of June, and taken re-
• fuge in the Englifli camp. The Bombay prefi-

dency- were rather fliy of interfering further in the
fortunes of that renegade prince. And, while a
Scheme of reconciliation was adjufling, they fliifte^

.. ■ '* . ’■ ■ th?
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■the rcfponfibility to Goddard, though Ragoba
'could not conceal how much he preferred a
renewal of his connection with them to a de- .'
pendance on the fupreme council., Previous tQ
•this event, the Picfhwa, and Moodajee Sindia,.
had informed, the Bombay council of their
refolution to retaliate the injuries received from
Hyder Ally, and on that account intimated the .
fincereft fblicitude of coming ' to a final agree­
ment with the fervants of the Company. The
•afylum which Ragoba found in our camp, in the
mean while, correfponded with the wiflies of the.
•fupreme council, who encouraged him-to expeCt
their protection. His politics were, however,
•no longer eligible, and he was confidcred only
'as capable of aflifting our army in effecting war or
peace with advantage. His monthly allowance
was greatly reduced; and he was given to uhder-
lland,7 that our favour for the future would
’depend on*  the fidelity of his conduCt, in not
endeavouring by his intrigues or emiffarics at
Poonah to counteract the views of his benefactors.
The Marratto government, -notwithftanding his
reception in the Britifh camp, of which they
had the- carliefl intelllgencej delegated -commif- :
fioners to open a treaty with the general. But
thefe commifiioncrs did not arrive till the middle

* of Auguft, and were in no hafte when they came,
to bring forward the bufmefs. I heir powers were
fo Emitted, that it became neccflary to di 1 patch
meffengers to Poonah on'the mofl trivial dkficul- >Y4 tics . •
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.ties that arofe, and the anfwprs were returned with."
jfo little punctuality and expedition, that their pa-
cific defires were? at leaft for the time, apparently

, abated. ‘ ;
It was about, thjs period that the politics-of

the governor-general began to exhibit their na­
tural effefts on the numerous powers of India,
4 league was forming, which was.to unite them
in one general and formidable confederacy for the
extinction of the Company. The principles of the
Englifh government, and the various events which
every where attended their operation, had pro­
duced the moft univerfal deteftation and alarm,
and ultimately excited fuch a ferious apprehen-
|ienfion of common danger from their intrigue?’
and exploits, as combined the molt difeordant in-
terefts and hoftile nations, to defeat' their ambi­
tious purposes.. They had dethroned potentates,
an$ pfurped their dominions. The Subah of Ben-«
gal, the Vizier pf Oude, and the Nabpb of thp
Carnatic, were reduced to a ftate pf fpjendid
fhrawldom, the contemptible inftruments pf Bri-
jtifh rapacity, ' apd the miferable trophies of ap
ambition which threatened the dependence of every *
prince in the empire, The ruin of the Rohillas'
was an awful and inftruftive picture of what each
pf them might expc.Ct in their turn, -Their derc-» '•
liCtion of the emperor, perfidipufly Gripping him ,
pf his tribute and the ceffion of his dominions,
fp incongruous with the faith or law of nations to
a creature of their own, were fp manf ftrong
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proofs that their engagements wereconsidered
.only as meafures of expediency ; and that they
aflzed from no fettled principles, hut thofe of
treachery and ufurpatipn. Thefe ideas were re­
vived and corroborated by opr very extraordinary
mode of renewing hoftilities with the Marratto$
The excefs to which we had carried pur outrage^
againft thefe powerful ftates heightened every >
fenfe of paft or more diftapt grievances, and ri*
yetted that genera! odium which the prevailing
complexion of our government had fo cqnftantly
created and accumulated, A fyftem thpg natural
and inveterate gathered ftrength from contingency,.
and was at laft matured and rendered operative by
the march of an army through the heart of th?-
•country; the utter expulfion of the French; and
that violent propenfity for war, which ftill raged
in the councils of Calcutta.- < z.: • '■ ■
-/ This great fcheme <?f general exertion origin
pated with the ,Niz;am of the Deccan, though it
does , not appear that he h.ad received any intelli-,
gence of the facrificQ which it was intended to’
haye- made of him in the Berar treaty, Indeed,
there wanted not enough of caufes, independent of'
this circumftance, to flimulatc him in projecting
and effecting an union fo neccfiary to the common
fafety, He was not without his ihare of apprehen­
sion from the power which -menaced the whole; -,
his connection with the Poonah adminiftration W’as
intimate and inviolable; he regarded Ragoba as
an ijivinciuls vilkwij Hlitffy' of faith; he

thought
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thought the Bombay expedition to Poonah fuch a
'flagrant violation of treaty, that he imputed the
deftruftioh of their army.to the immediate inter-

- ference off Heaven, by-which the unjuft are often
deftincd to fall in their .own fnares. Thefe rafts,'

.and the animadverfioris they fuggeftcd, he had
avowed fo explicitly, that Moodajee Boonfla‘had
early apprifed the governor-general “ that the
“ Nabob Nizam, and others alfo, who were all

alarmed at the encroachments of the Englifli
<c in the Deccan, were waiting a favourable op-
te portunity to repel them.” The Marrattos were,
by this time, in a fituation. of peculiar embar-’
raflment, being under the neceflity of either coming
to a final adjuftment with the Englifli, on their own
terms, that they might be avenged of Hyder ; or
of accommodating matters with the latter, that
they might be able to exert their whole ftrength
in repelling the infults of the former. Hyder
made-the firft advances, by offering a large furri
of money for reimburfing their-expences in the
late war; a confiderable tribute for the conquered
countries ;■ and his whole force to aflift them
againft the common enemy. Their predileftion,
however, for an accommodation with the Englifh,
defeated, for the time, the fuccefs of thefe over­
tures, when-the efcape of Ragoba,' in connection

 with various other circumftances, completely re->
vcried the. face of affairs. By the Nizam’s addrefs
peace was immediately concluded between the Mar--

. ratios and Hyder Ally; and the fyftematic. con-
; - federacy'
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fcderacy againft the Englifh accomplifhed. The
plan of this important league directed that Hyder
and the Nizam fhould attack the Carnatic and the ' •
northern Circars ; that the fore.s of the Mar- •
fattos fhould be employed on the fide of Surat and
the Guzurat; and that the Rajah of Berar fhould
invade' the provinces of Bengal. Nudjiff Cawn,
and other chiefs on the weftern extremities of In­
dia, were alfo invited to aft their part in this
great effort, and to make the confufion and dan­
ger general, by carrying fire and fword into Oude,
Allahabad, and other provinces in that quarter.
Mood ajee Boonfl a is the only one who feems to
have become a partifan to the caufe with reluft-
■ance; and who afted a part againft his inclina-

- tion, that he might fave his territories from the
depredations of his neighbours.:- The enterprize
intruded to his execution was not undertaken
with- any degree of promptitude. His army did
not reach the frontiers of Bengal until the ap-
■proach of the rainy feafon, which, however dif-
pofed for action,' muft have fufpended; its operations
for feveral months. Nor did the expedition, how­
ever formidable, in 'appearance, anfwer any other
purpofc ultimately, than that it 'afforded the fu-
preme council an opportunity of returning the
kindnefs fhewn to the Bengal; detachment on the -

* banks of the Nerbudda, by furnifliing them fuel!
a feafonable fupply of provifion as prevented them

- from ftarving, / ' - \ '
• ' All
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. All profpeds of accommodation with the Poonah

miniftry were now at an end. The Marratto agent
in the Britifh camp, by the decifion which the ge-

. neral thought neceflary at length to affume, was ‘
induced to declare, in his matter’s name, that he
would accede to no overtures made by the Englifh,
nor conclude a treaty with us on any other terms
than an immediate furrender of Ragoba, and the
jeftoration of all dur late captures on that fide of;
India- This was 4 cr'ifis of the utmoft importance
to the whole complicated fyftem of the Com-*
pany’s concerns.- Our preparations for adion were
every where profecuted with additional energy and ’
expedition. Bombay ftipulated with Goddard for

. a fhare of the conqueft, and fupplied him with all-
the troops not indifpenfably neceflary to their own
defence. They declined, at the fame time, par­
taking in-the refponfibility of the war, and-de­
clared their utter incapacity to defray any part of

. the expence. The government of Fort St. George,
notwithftanding their abhorrence of a meafure fo
pregnant, as they prefumed, with imminent and
inevitable deftrudion, were obliged, on the fame
account, to part with a large portion of that force,
the want of which they were, foon .to experience,
The fupcrior council concluded an alliance, offen-
flve and defenfive, with the Ranna of Ghod, whofe
territories, from their nature and fituation, con- ’
filling partly of impenetrable woods, and partly
of inacceflible mountains,-and lying on the weflerq
banks of the Jumna, formed no inconfiderable ,

barrier
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barrier againft any irruptions of the enemy from

i that quarter. We had this fubftantial advantage.
in the outlet, that they had neither union among

. themfelves, nor‘money to ftrengthen, infpire, and
expedite their exertions; while our moll import '
tant enterprizes had nothing to fear, as yet, front
any material defedt in our pecuniary relburces.

■ - That divifion of the Guzurat which lies towards
the Indus was held by the Marratto family of the
Guicawar. In the former war, the title to the
-fucceffion being contefted, the claims-of Futty
Sing Guicawar were efpoufed, and carried into
effedt by our interference. On that occafion th®
Company had obtained very confiderable acceffionS
of territory. The right, to fome of thefe at leaft,
was fubfequently. maintained in the Poonah treaty,
and became the principal article in reference to
future inquiry, which was then left undecided.
The Nabob afterwards afierted, that this grant
was the effedt of extortion, while he had not the
liberty of adting as a free agent; and that, id
fadt, without the concurrence of the Poonah go­
vernment, he had no right to make it. • The co*
operation of this chief was now become a defirable
objedt j and very advantageous offers were held
out to him in a propofed treaty of alliance. He
appears, however, extremely backward to enter..

. into any new connedtion with the Englilh. Our
troops palled the Tappec thefccond day of 1780.
It was their approach which, in. all probability,
brought him to acquiefce in our mcaiures. The

® • fortrels 
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fortrefs of a petty territory belonging to the
Peifhwa, which lay in the direft road- to the capi-

-? tai of Bradera, where the Nabob refided, was the
oftenfible objeft of this movement., Dubhoy,
with its diftrift, was foon reduced ; but Futty
Sing ftill kept his diftance. Nor was it without
confiderable management that he was induced, by;
the end of the month, to put his fignature to a

' treaty for dividing the Guzurat between- the par-<
ties, and a perpetual exclufion of the Poonah go­
vernment.; / ft;;z:.*j,
r. It was not till the 15th of February that God­
dard, -reinforced by the Nabob’s cavalry, invefted
the city of Ahmedabad, the capital of the pro­
vince.: In five days it was taken by ftorm. - The
whole furrounding country fell at the fame time.
The Nabob, being raifcd to the. government by the

• general, was liberal enough in pafling grants,.to his
matters, of thofe diftrifts which they kept in their
own hands. The general was anxious to delay a
final partition- of the capture, until the more im^
■portant ends of the war fhould be obtained. ? But
•the gentlemen of Bombay, diffatisficd with the
-divifion which. had been ’ made, advifed the fu-
perior council, from their .own knowledge of
Futty Sing, not haftily to ratify the treaty, with-

, out at leaft referving to themfclves the right of in-
fitting on a fubfequent adjustment. - : ,

, . A powerful army, under .Sindia and Flolkar,
had now taken the field, and feemed directing

•their march for Surat. They were, however, in-
s __ tercepted-
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tercepted by General Goddard, who came up with
them on the 8th of March, and was prevented at- '
tacking them in the night, as he intended, by a

. letter from Mr. Farmer, one of the gentlemen left
as an hoftage at Worgaum, and now in the enemy’s
camp. . This informed him, that thefe two politic
chiefs were only felicitous of obtaining his friend-
fhip. On the following day .both hoftages were

^enlarged, and prefented themfelves. before their-
countryman. A confidential agent accompanied
them,, at the fame time, from Sindia, who allured
the general of his mailer’s hatred to Nana Furnefe,
the prefent Marratto regent; and defired an:ex­
planation of what was meant with regard to Sindia
and the Peiihwa feparately. • He likewife prefled
the general to make propofals for.fuch an agrees
ment as might equally facilitate the views of both
parties. This, however, the general declined,,
and expected information from Sindia, who. belt

. :lcnew how fuch a revolution was to be effected .as •
.might molt effectually repay the trouble and e^-
,pence it would infallibly occafion. It is generally
conjectured, that Sindia’s only view,, by this ma­
noeuvre, .was to obtain the poffeffion of Ragoba

1 .and- his fon, .and by that means to aggrandize
■ .himfelf in the ftate, .without any reference to our

advantage. His propofition certainly went to that,
object*  But his Vakeel, on delivering it, was v

.immediately difmilfed, with an alfurance that the
.Englifli,would, by no- means, be induced to put
any reftraint upon Ragoba,..nor rilk the faRty
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of his fon; and, though fincerely difpofed to a fait
accomodation, they would not raife his mailer to
the government, without fome previous Condition,
in their favour. Sin'dia was, at the fame time,
carrying op-a fccrct corrcfpondence with Govin*
drow, a refractory brother of Putty Sing, whom ‘
he not only promifed to affift, but had received
him into his camp. This, with fome other in­
explicable inftauees in the conduct of Sindiaj

' . prompted the general to ufe all his endeavours to
. * ■ bring on an action between the two armies. But

the wary Marratto was fo much on his guard,
that a furprife' was impracticable. And it waS
not. till Goddard, leaving every thing behind,
puihed rapidly forward with the Cavalry grenadiers,

- and the moll alert in the army, that he compelled
the Marrattos to iland an erlgagementi Having

' palTed their principal guards With dexterity, he
fell in without hefitation upon their camp*  The
rapid difehatge of, the artillery did prodigious ex­
ecution among the Marratto hdrfe, and thfe vati-

• ous attacks-' and evolutions were • effected With lb
• much fpirit, and-directed with fuch ability, that

the enemy were driven from their poft and com­
pletely routed in'lefs than afi-liour. TheSrltilh
.officers, flung by the recollection of their'late de-

^fcat, were anxious to wipe away that difgface, and
retrieve the honour .they had then ioft*  The Very
fepoys, though fighting dgainft fheit Own country­
men, Were even proud to be. ohCe mofd found on
the vanquiffiing fide. - ; '

’ ' ■ If
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It was fhortly after this, that Captain Campbel,

returning from a foraging expedition, at fome dif-
tance, with only two battalions of fepoys, four
field pieces, and a large convoy of provifions, was
intercepted by Sindia, at the head of twenty

• thoufand men.v It is not improbable that Camp­
bel had a choice of ground, adapted to the na­
ture and number Of his petty force. In truth, it
is othefwife incredible that he fhould have de­
fended himfelf again!! fuch an army with fuccefs.
He, notwithftanding, repulfed the enemy with '
the lofs< of five or fix hundred men, and carried
away his convoy unimpaired. In this aftion, it is
faid, the fire of the flank companies did eminent
and confpicuous. execution among the enemy’s ca- .
valry ; a circuihftance which, it has beenflirewdly
chough remarked, might in a great meafure have
arifen from fome peculiarity in the pofition of our

. troops. Lieutenant Walfh experienced alfo fimilar
’ fuccefs againft an obvious difparity of numbers'.

Detached, with a battalion of fepoys and a regi-.
menf of cavalry, to' furprife a camp of fix thou- -

- • fand Marrattosj and finding the.infantry could
hot reach them before.day,- that the defign might
not be fniftrated, he determined to make his
attack with the horfe only. The enterprize was
hazardous, but conducted with bravery and ikill.

* The enemy was routed £May ^dj with gieat .
flatighter. Their own cannon were occupied

• againft them with fuch adroitnefs and refo.iition,
that many of thofe who efeaped were utterly at

2 a lofi*  
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a lofs how to account for fo fudden a difafter.
The commander, with a great number of officers
and men, were left dead upon the fpot; and the
camp, with all it contained, fell into the hands of
theEnglifln-

Soon after Major Forbes, with only two batta­
lions of fepoys, furprifed and put to flight a body
of feven thoufand Marrattos. The feafon, how­
ever, approached when both armies were obliged
to repair to winter quarters,' that 'they might
avoid the pernicious effects of the rainy months.
In every action with the enemy, and in fpight of
every advantage which numbers could beftow, our
troops were uniformly victorious and triumphant.
Indeed, nothing could reflect greater credit on the
general, the officers, and even the privates at large,
nor eftablifh a more operative conviction of our
fuperior prowefs, in the field, than the conftant
fuccefs which attended all our exertions during
this campaign. .

Nor were the achievements' of the Company’s
troops, lefs fpiendid and material on the frontiers
of the Bengal provinces. ,Early precautions had
been taken to' guard againft any incurfion of the
enemy on this fide of the country. Ghod, as
had been forefecn, in confequence of its recent
connection with us, was inftantly attacked by a
powerful body of Marrattos. But Major Popham,
with only a handful of men, foon cleared the
country of thefe marauders ; drove them before,
him through a confiderable part of their own, and

com-
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commanded fuch an accertion of territory, as
might have proved of importance, but tjiat it
could not be retained. The celebrated fortrefs of
Gualier ftood in the midft of this petty ftate- It
was ftill in the poffeflion of the Marrattos, and
probably as great an eye-fore to the natives as
Gibraltar, under the command of a Britifh gar*
rifon, is to’the Spaniards. The anxiety 6f Mr.
Hartings for the reduction of this place was no
fecret to the major, whofe own folicitude for-dif-
tinclion, in the line of his profeffion, powerfully
excited the enterprize. The fortifications, which .
were of great ftrength, inclofed the fummit of a
prodigious high hill, encircled by rocks, and
equally barricaded on every fide by the moft
tremendous precipices. The ground which lay
within the works was fo extenfive and fo fertile
as to be equal to the fubfiftence-of any number of .
men ’which the defence of the garrifon might
require. The major, perhaps, formed any hopes
of fuccefs which he might entertain, againft a port
which the princes of Indoftan had always pro-

- nouriced impregnable, on that confidence and fe-
curity which are natural to fuch a fituation. Some
natives, from motives which do not appear, had
difeovered a fecret paflage, by which they fcram-
bled up the rocks, and entered with fafety in the
night. The major, informed of this important
circumftance, had the track minutely examined ,
and conceiving, from the report, a bare poflibility
of fuccefs, he boldly determined to rife all the

Z z . '
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confequences of a failure. The attempt was at­
tended with fuch imminent hazard and difficulty,
as rendered the fuccefs which followed uncom- ‘
monly brilliant. The confternation and furprifcj
occafionedby a capture thus rapid and unexpected,
had an immediate and powerful operation on the
enemy. They inftantly retreated from the whole
circumjacent country; and it is faid the alarm even
reached Sindia in his capital, Ougein,7 whither he
had juft retired from the Guzurat.

Sufpending our attention to the Company’s af­
fairs in the northern and upper parts of India for
the prefent, it may not be improper in this place
to give fome account of the tranfadtions, which,
at the fame time, agitated the powers and threat­
ened our intcrcfts on the coaft of Coromandel.

C H A T.

<
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French War—Pondicherry taken—Affair of the Gun-
toor Circar and Pejhcufh—Hyder Ally invades the
Carnatic—fhe Confequences of that Event—The
Pref dency and the Nabob equally unprepared—State ~

'. of the Army—Sir Hedlor Monro takes the Field—. '
Baillie's Situation—Elis Differ—Sir Eyre Coote’s

• Arrival—He beats the Enemy in four pitched Patties
—The War with the Dutch—Expedition againft their
Settlements in Sumatra—-The Fall of Negap at am on

. the Coromandel.Coaff and-ofTrincomale in the If and
• of Ceylon. -

Authen TIC intelligence of our late war"

. with France was communicated to the governor­
general of Bengal fo early as July 17785 and his
thorough conviction- of this great .and interefting
fa<St produced an immediate and fenfible influence
on all the meafures of the fupreme council. The
deftination of Count d’Eftaing’s fleet, which was
then unknown, was not unnaturally fuppofed to
be fome of our capital ports on the Indian-fhore.
Report, which for the moft part magnifies where
it does not fabricate, gave weight to the conjecture.
The Chevalier St. Lubin was flill at the Durbar,
and obferved to be frequent in clofe conference
with the Peifliwa. The fteps which the govern.-.

Z 3 ment
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ment of Calcutta took to repel the impending dan­
ger were, to bring their differences with the Mar-
ratto flates to a fpeedy-decifion; to-take inflant
poffeffion of alt the French fettlements in Bengal,
and make a complete capture of all their fliips in <
the river; and to recommend the fiege of Pondi­
cherry t;o the prefidency of Fort St. George, as a
meafurc which ought to be adopted without delay.
The papers found on Mr. Chevalier, the governor
of Chandernagore, who was apprehended making
his efcape at Cuttack, confirmed the news of hof- .
tilitics having commenced between Fiance and
England in Europe ; and confequently juftified

. thefe preparatory arrangements for the fame con' '
flifl in that part.of the world. -

The Englifli had commenced hoftilities’ againft
"the French factories and fettlements at Chander-

. nagore, at Yaman, atCarical, at Mafulipatam, and
other places, the moment they were authorized to ■
confider them as enemies with whom they were at
war. Immediate depradations were at thd fame
time made on their trading veflels, both in the
Ganges and on the coafts of Coromandel. It was
not, however, till the beginning of Auguft that
the prefidency of Madras were prepared for un­
dertaking the reduction of Pondicherry. Sir Ed- .
ward Vernon commanded the fmall Britifh naval
force at that time in the Indian feas. The fqua-
dron, with which he failed againft Pondicherry, *
confiftcd only of two frigates, a lloop of war, and

• the Valentine Eaft-Indiaman. ' Fie- foon encoun-.
i. - ieredj
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tered, in a very warm engagement, which la$ed
lafted above two hours, a French fleet of iupe- *
rior force, under tlfe command of M. de Tron-
jolly. The Englifli admiral, who had manifeflly
the better in this fight, expected the enemy to
have met him once more, and that he would have
endeavoured at leaft to have kept the town from
being inverted by.fea, as well as by land, /ound .
it ever after importable to bring on a battle. After
near a month’s manoeuvring to no purpofe, the
French fleet abandoned the coaft, and left the
Britifh flag triumphant. Pondicherry was imme­
diately and clofely blockaded. The defence was
fpirited and .indefatigable. M. de Bellecombe,
governor of the town, and general commandante '
of the French fettlements in India, gained immor-.
tai reputation by his gallantry and perfeverance-
in this liege. The beliegers, however, foon gained
a vifible fuperiority, and continued to carry on

' their, approaches with increafing dexterity and
difpatch,- though the daring and vigorous opera­
tions of the garrifon rendered the utmoft caution a
matter of neceflity, -and, together, with the violent
rains which then frequently fell, conliderably re­
tarded their works. After a month’s extreme la-
hour, the place was deemed no longer tenable.
On the day preceding that which had been fixed
on for making the aflault, the governor propofed
a capitulation, which was readily granted, in a
manner which gave ample and honourable tefti-
snony to the bravery of the enemy. Whatever

2*  4 )vas * 
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was propofed, that did not interfere with the pub-.-
lie fecurity,- was liberally admitted. On this ac->
count alone the European, part of the garrifon
were fent to France, and the fepoys, and other
native troops in the'country, diibanded. The
honours of war were allowed, and, as a particular
mark of attention to M. de Bellecombe, the regi-

. ment of Pondicherry, at his requeft, were per-.
mitted to keep their colours. Nearly three hun­
dred pieces of artillery became the prize of. the
conquerors, who feized, at the fame time, all
public property, but fecured whatever was private
to the owners. Our lofs amounted to two hundred.
and twenty-four flain, and above fix hundred
wounded, Of the enemy, little Ihort of the fame
number were killed and wounded; a circumftance-
which abundantly demonftrates their zeal in the'

' fervice of their country, and the obftinacy with
which they maintained their ground to the laft ,ex-
tremity.

Thefe violences, on the part of the English, and '
the uniform fiiccefs which attended them, co-ope­
rated, with a variety of other caufes, to render the
extenfipn of our power an objeft.of ferious attend
tion and concern, efpecially to the neighbouring •
princes.' The fall of Pondicherry was at leafl: ,im-. \ •
mediately followed by the fettlement of’the Gun- ‘
toor circar. It was an acquifition which the pre-.
fidency pf Madras had, for feme time, been very’ -
anxious to obtaini as, from its fituation, it muft
fiavp enabled them to exclude the French nation

. • from
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from the Deccan ; to keep open a communication

■ by land with the four northern, circars; and to
have preserved the continuity of their pofieffions, -
.pnd thofe of their allies. ' Bazalet Jung, however,
was in prefent pofleffion of it, as a jaghire, for life,
for which he was tributary to his brother, the Su-

' bah of the Deccan, and by whom he was bound
not to difpofe of it in any manner, or tq any .
perfon, without his confent or approbation. This
province, in the treaties by.which the other four
were conveyed and confirmed to the Company,
was alfo ordained to become-our’s at the death of - .
Bazalet Jung. We .were, at the fame time, re­
strained from all attempts by negociation or bar­
gain, excepting by the . mediation of the Nizam,
to obtain, the Guntoor before the ' time allotted.
Thefe treaties further provided, that we fhould
^ffift the Nizam with our 'forces, in all cafes of '
war- or invafion; that we fhould operate as a check
on the refractory difpofition of Bazalet Jung, to
•the degree of difpofleffing him of the jaghire the
moment he entered on meafures dangerous to his
brother, or inconfiftent with the tranquillity of his
government; and that any alliance with the ene­
mies of the Company, or giving them any affift-
'ance, fhould render him liable to a forfeiture, not
only of his pofieffions, but of all protection, either
from us or his brother.

• Notwithstanding thefe feemingly infuperable ob-
ftacles, fo eagerly defkous had the prefidency been
ip anticipate the proprietory of this valuable terri-
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, tory, that overtures had been frequently fubmitted '

to the Nizam on 'the fubjefl. But this prudent fo- ■
vereign adopted the wife policy of not granting too

. much, as he found the requifitions of the Company
were endlefs. Thefe direCt applications to him were
however fuch unequivocal acknowledgments of his
fovereignty, as ought to have been an infupera-
ble bar to their treating with any other. But time,
accident, opportunity,- and ambition, diflblved
the obligations which had been formerly deemed
binding. Bazalet had been frequently charged
with entertaining a predilection for the French.
Fie was ftrongly fufpeCled on this occafion to be
folely directed by their influence. Fie had received
a body of troops into his fervice, which,' though
compofed of vagabonds from almoft all the nations
ih Europe, were yet commanded by one Mr.
Lally, a Frenchman. Strong and repeated re-
monftrances were made to him on this fufpicious
meafure. His apology was not fatisfaClory. The

■ friendfhip of the French was, no longer adequate
to his protection. The intereft of the Englifli pre­
dominated every where to fuch a degree, that
it was madnefs to rifk their refentment. Their
intrigues were feconded by menaces. The ap- ■
proaches of Hyder Ally, 'who by this time had
extended his conquefls to the frontiers of the.circar, .
completed the wifhes of the prefidency, by terri­
fying the timid Bazalet into compliance. He was
at the fame time perhaps difgufted by the licenti-
oufnefs of his new auxiliaries. Fie had therefore, in

. the '
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the end of the year 1778, thought himfelf juftified

- from the difficulties to which he was reduced, and
the apprehenfions he entertained for his fafety, in
applying to the EnglifH for protedion and relief.

• He foon after entered into a treaty of friendfhip
and alliance, and on our fide of affiftance and de- '
fence, -with the council of Fort St. George.’ By .
this agreement, which took place without the know­
ledge. or intervention of the Nizam, he difmified

' the French troops*,  and furrendered the Guntoof
circar into the hands of the Company.

It was propofed in- council, that the gradual
‘ procefs of this important tranfadiion fhould be trans­

mitted to the Subah, and the completion of it
fufpended till his cpnfent could be obtained, that
fome appearance of refpedt at leaft might be paid
to the treaties fubfifting between both parties.
This temperate and equitable advice was however

• overruled by the majority. Thus did the Com- .
pany’s Servants carry a compadd,’ including new
arrangements of connexion, revenue, and territory,

. with -a fubjedd, without the participation or confent
of his fovereign. Nor could the fupreme govern­
ment obtain any other information of this very ex­
traordinary buiinefs, than that a. negociatibn for
granting the Guntoor, upon certain conditions, to
the Company, was carrying on with the faireft
profpeft of fuccefs. It was not fo much as fpecified
either with whom it was conduced, or by whom the
grant was'to be made. It was even concluded,

' i- with
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' with every formality, full ten months before any ’

official accounts of it reached Bengal.
The Guntoor circar was immediately farmed out,

upon a leafe of ten years, to the Nabob of Arcot,
who has long aCted as 'the great farmer-general of.
the Company in this part of India. Whatever emo­
luments, may accrue to the fervants, the profits of
their matters, from this extenfion of the Nabob’s
credit, feem rather problematical. His debts have 

. not only reduced them to the greateft difficulty,
but opened fuch a field of intrigue for a number
of unprincipled individuals, as have fullied the
Britifh name. Avarice feems the difeafe of his
nature, and his reluctance to difcharge his pecu­
niary obligations is ftrengthened with his years.
The Nizam’ had always regarded his encroach- •
ments in the Deccan with jealoufy. He knew the
principles that infpited him. He faw him now
under a very alarming afpeCt of public affairs •, and
the impreffion of various interefting tranfaCtions
at once pufhed forward into a fituation,'fo near,
fo critical and fo unexpected, that no moderation
could prevent difputes, or vigilance guard againft
danger. It was expeCied to prove (till more offen-
five to Hyder Ally, between whom and the Nabob
there fubfifted the moft inveterate jand implacable
animofity. Nor did that prince long difguife. his
fentiments of a meafure, which ftruck him as in-

. tended to obftrudt his operations on the northern
borders, to encourage difturbance in his new ac-

quifitions,
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quifitions, or to facilitate a concerted attack upon ' •
his intereft in that unfettled quarter.

' Bazalet Jung foon became alarmed from the me­
naces he received, and the dangers which gathered
round him.. Not thinking the troops within reach •'
•of the Guntoors equal to his protection, he urged
the prefidency for an immediate and powerful re­
inforcement. A confiderable detachment, under
the command of Col. Harper, was forthwith fent
on that fervice. He was at the fame time, with­
out leave obtained, or even requefted, and per­
haps, without any real neceffity, ordered to take
his route through part of Hyder’s dominions; But
Hyder was too jealous and tenacious of his rights
to permit the fame liberties here which had been
taken on the other fide of India. Harper had no',
fooner entered the Cuddepah, than he announced
'to the officers of Hyder, on that Ration, the ob-

. jedl and deftination of his march. Their anfwer
was, that he fliould be' oppofed, and the pafles’
barricaded againft him. He proceeded notwith- •
Handing, but his temerity was foon checked. He
found the trees cut down acrofs the way at Atcour, 
other means of defence and obftrudtion adopted,
and a large body of troops ftrongly pofted to ♦
difpute his paflage. Having no orders to com­
mence hoftilities, the dread of being inclofed by.
•the enemy, and prefied for time, he gave up the
defign for the prefent, and fell back to Innaconda. ■
which he reached the 14th of April [1779], after
fpending a week to no purpofyin Cuddepah.

‘ Aware. •



S5o TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. -
. Aware that the treaty for the • Guntoor • circar

was not in all refpedts conformable to the fp’irit and
tenor of engagments fubfifting between the Nizam
and the Company, it was determined immediately :
on the conclufion of that bufinefs to appoint a
refident at the court of Hydrabad, Mr. Hollond
was therefore preferred to that fituation, and in-
flrufited to declare the determination of the pre-
iidency, to preferve inviolably the treaty of 1776,
to fhew that their late agreement with Bazalet
Jung was no infringement of it, and that they,
had hitherto made all their applications' to the
Nizam, as anfwerable for the deportment of his
brother, but that their apprehenfions- from the
French troops had impelled them at laft to open
a negotiation direCily with Bazalet. He was to
aflure him at the fame that the Pefl\cufh, or tri­
bute, for the northern circars, which had not for
fome time paft been punctually difeharged, was

•delayed only on that account.
The account of this appointment, tranfmitted to

the fuperior government, flares only, that the pro­
lificacy of Fort St. George ferioufly dreaded the
refentmmt of the Nizam, from his attachment to
the Poonah miniftry, his hatred to Ragoba, and
our concern in the Marratto diflentions ; that, as • . -
the northern circars.were much expofed to inva-
fion from the Deccan, and the Subah’s friendfhip
extremely doubtful, they deemed it highly expe­
dient to haye the beft and earliefl:■ intelligence of
his defigns 5 and that for this purpofe, and for fet-

ding
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tling whatever related to the Guntoor circar, and
the difmiflion of the French troops, they had ap­
pointed Mr. Hollond their refidcnt at the Nizam’s '
Durbar, and inftruCted him to correfpond with the
fupreme council on whatever deferved their at- -
tendon in that quarter.'

Our refident was received by the Nizam with
every mark of refpeCt. He ftated a variety of
inftances, to prove with what fidelity he had uni-
formly maintained, his engagements to the Com­
pany.. He affumcd the foie merit of having in­
duced his brother to part with the French troops,
whom he had taken into his own fervice, that they
might not join either Hyder Ally or the Marrattos.
But, when at a fubfequent audience the affairs of
the Guntoor province were opened,, and he under-
ftood that a body of our troops had marched for
the protection of the country againft the defigns
of Hyder, in expectation that his own forces would
join them for accomplifhing that purpofe, it is
faid that his countenance was at once exceedingly
changed, and he laboured under the greateft and

■ moft vifible anguifh of mind. It appears as if
he had refolved on revenge from this moment, and
that in all his fubfequent conferences with Hollond
this infult was conftantly uppermoft in his mind;
that he frequently urged the grofs abfurdity of af­
fecting a friendlhip, notwithftanding a- conduCl
thus glaringly hoftile; that his feelings would by
no means fuffer him to brook fuch an interference
with his family concerns; that the intentions im-
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> puted to' Hyder Ally, of molefting his brother’s

country, had no exiftence but in our infidious po­
licy ; that the treaty required our troops to be im­
mediately countermanded from entering the circar; .

' ’ or, if the treaty was not to be regarded, he would
himfelf oppofe them; and that Hyder Ally was

’ about to chaftife the prefidency for their perfidy,
by-fuddenly falling on the Carnatic in his former
mode of overrunning the country, plundering and

.burning every thing before him, and cautioufly
avoiding fixed battles. ’

In confequence of Hollond’s favourable recep­
tion at Hydrabad, it was refolved in council to
try if a remiffion of the tribute for the northern
circar's could not be obtained. Thefe were held
by a phirmaund or grant'from the great Mogul,
who" ftill affumed the filly prerogative of giving .
away countries, into which he had not the privi­
lege of entering. This, they prefumed, eftabliffied
their free and unconditional right to the five
circars, and their receiving them afterwards from
the Nizam, on paying an annual tribute, was a
furrender of the Company’s property. Thefe
ideas were much laboured in a minute from the*
prefident, which was adopted. Hollond was con-
fequently inftrufted to mention no compromife, not

' to ftipulate for any part of the Pefficufh, until all
his exertions to prevail with the Nizam to relin-
quiih the whole proved unfuccefsful. In that cafe.,
he was to be fatisfied with an abatement from five
lacks, the prefent ftandard, to two'j the rate at.. /

which
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which the Company bad held the arrears for the
firfl: fix years;

It happened rather unfortunately for the fuccefs
of this propofal that it was made when the pay­
ment of the arrcar was expe&ed, and while his
iefentments for the injuries done to his intereft, in
the affair of the Guntoor province, were ftill
warmly avowed. He now conceived the prefi-
dency to be bent on war,' and openly declared
himfelf prepared to meet them. He threatened
to join Hyder Ally, and defired^ that his opinion
might be immediately communicated to the pre-
fidency, and a fpeedy anfwer returned,'left his ,
troops advanced on Colonel Harper, in his way to
the Guntoor. Hollond, -though regularly advifed
by the prefidency to affure the Nizam that no
threat was meant, but that whatever remiffion could
be obtained fhould proceed entirely from his own
bounty and. friendffiip, was told, at the fame time, -
to perfift in urging the requifition, as having a folid
foundation in equity, as what could not be given
up, and as a meafure with which the Nizam’s
compliance was expected. ■ He was alfo autho*
rized to add, that, though they meant to pay the
whole arrears when convenient, they were not un­
prepared to retaliate whatever fteps might be taken .
to embarrafs or infult them. It was eve£ infi-
nuatedj that the prefidency hoped the forces un­
der Lally would be difmified, and direfled to
march towards the fea coaft, that all the Europeans.
*$ght without delay be fent to their refpedlive

A a- . countries^ 
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countries, and that the natives fhould in like man­
ner be diibanded.

r .. . » _

Nothing could be more impolitic than the eager-
nefs with which thefe invidious difcuflions were'
brought forward at prefent, and Hollond was in­
formed, on the laft day of Auguft, that the Pefh-
cufh would be expected, and demanded as ufual,
or the payment of it enforced; that immediate
war would follow the firfl: refufal, and that he
might have his audience of leave in two days.
Thefe declarations were fucceeded by formal no­
tice to prepare for his departure. The Nizam
even talked publicly of taking the field whenever
the rainy months were at an end. Happily, the
fupreme council totally condemned the offenfive
meafures, which for fome time had been thus go­
ing forward with the Subah. They difpatched a
letter to that prince, as foon as they were made
acquainted with his fituation; in which, without
arraigning the conduct of the Madras prefidency,
they endeavoured to’ fbothe and allay his apprehen-
fions, to fatisfy him that no meafures could be fi-
rially fettled without their concurrence, and to
conciliate his confidence, by aflurances that they
would fuffer no infringement of (he treaty between
them.' They told him, Hollond was direfled to
fufpend his negotiation until he received further ‘
Inftruflions from his immediate conftituents, to^
whom they had written on the fubjefl. They in-
clofed a copy of their letter to the Nizam in that
which they direfled to Madras. And, not &■-

verely
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A'erely condemning what had taken pldce, .they
only enjoined a ftridt compliance with the mea-
fures now recommended for the reftoration of that
mutual cordiality which had formerly diftinguifhed
their connexion. The Nizam was on the eve of
av’enging himfelf for the wrongs done him by the
Madras prefidency, when this letter arrived, which
he received with the greateft fatisfaflion : “ If
tc what you write,” faid he, “ is from your heart,
“ and . the , government of Madras will adhere
“ ftridly to treaty, and will relinquifh the pof- .
“ feflion of the treaty, it is well ; if. not, I have
<e nothing of greater confcquence than defending
“ my country. It is from this new line of con-
“ dud of the Englifh Company that the founda-
“ tions of enmity have been laid in the whole
** country of Indoftan.”. .
; The council of Madras were exceedingly dif-
gufted by this interference of the fupre'me govern­
ment. They did. not exped that their endeavours
to relieve the Company from fo heavy a burden
fhould be charged to a wanton violation of faith.
Their condud to the Nizam had been blameable
only for the extreme forbearance they had fhewn
him. They imputed his refentments to that teme­
rity which fo generally .originates in a confcjouf-
nefs of impotence. They alledged, that whatever

k hoftile intentions he might really indulge arofe en­
tirely from the Marratto war; and they boldly
juftified the detention of the tribute, by the exam­
ple which the Bengal prefidency had fet them of

A a 2 devcfW.
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detfefting the emperor of his. They even con­
tended, that this was a queftion in which the fu-
perior board had no concern; and that the claufe
in the aft of parliament, from which they derived
their authority, could not be conftrued to’juftify.
their interference. They voted the recal and fuf-
penfion of Hollond for obeying their inftruftions
in correfponding with the fupreme council in Cal­
cutta, who, notwithftanding, continued his ap­
pointment as the Company's refident at the court
of Hydrabad. This unhappy difpute was, after
'much altercation and warmth, brought to a con-
clufion, and fatisfaftion obtained for the Nizam,
while the whole circumjacent country was in a
ftatc of aftual invafion, by a fufpenfion of Mr.
Whitehill, who had fuccceded Sir Thomas Rum­
bold in that government.

The failure of Harper’s expedition, though
owing to no mifconduft on his part, brought him
into difgrace with the prefidency. By the fpirited
interference of Hyder, he had been obliged to
wait for frefh orders. Nor did thefe arrive till
he was in want both of money and provifion,
which prevented his march by the only way in
which it ought at firft, and could now be pur-
fued. This delay difconcerted entirely the defigns
of the prefidency. Willing to exculpate them-
fclves at Harper’s expence, they charged him with-
procraftination, and fuperfeded him in the com­
mand, by appointing Colonel Baillie in his Read.

.’I he occafion of fuccouring the country of Baialet
' Jung
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Jung was the more prefling, that Hyder Ally, in
his letters to him, remonftrated ftrongly againft
his connexion with the Englifli, whofe councils •
he treated with contempt, while he fpoke of their
politics as dangerous and profligate in the extreme.
He profefled to know them perfectly. They were, - .
in his opinion, the common enemies of the coun- z
try, perhaps of the fpecies. His own experience
and fuccefs in the laft war would operate, he

. trufted, at the fame time, as proofs that they were
by no means fo formidable, even in arms, as was
vainly imagined by thofe who had not courage to
face them. For thefe reafons he could not agree • .
to putting the circar into the hands of thofe who
had been his old and inveterate enemies. : Nor was
the Nizam lefs importunate with his brother in dif-
fuading him from this ominous alliance.. He aiked,
whether he knew the nature of thofe Europeans,
who could’ never be induced to part with any thing
they had once obtained. He pointed to~Sujah
Dowlah and his fon, as examples of the danger

. and ruin which uniformly attends their friendfhip.
•And he threatened to punifh his perfiftence in this
impolitic connexion, by joining his troops with
Hyder’s, arid totally difpoflefling him of all his
territories. - ' . ... -

The dilatory march of. the Company’s detach­
ment gave Hyder a full opportunity of convincing
both the prelidency and their new ally how much
he had been in earnefl: in the advice he had given.
By one of thofe rapid movements for.which his

- ' - • A a 3 military
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military conduct has been fo much diftinguifhed,
he fuddenly entered the dominions of Bazalet, and,
ravaging all the open country, confined him within .
the walls of his capital, Adorn. Thus circum-
ftanced, he reprefented at Madras the abfolute im-
poffibility of now fulfilling his engagements. He
therefore requefted that they would withdraw their
troops and civil officers from his territories, as their
continuance might expofe him and the whole pro­
vince to ftill greater feverities. .

Differences fubfifting between the prefidency
and Hyder Ally, which had been more or lefs wi-

4 .. dening everfince that difgraceful moment in which
he had forced their fignature to a treaty of peace
and clofe alliance at the gates of Madras, had

. . - lately been attended with fo many irritating cir-
' cumftances on both fides, that fincere accommoda-
. lion, however dcfirable, was no longer to be ex­

pected. He had, indeed, folicited our friendffiip
. ’ with an affiduity which can only be juftified by the

conviction which he entertained of its utility. And
every principle of juft policy pointed him out as.
the natural ally of the Company. But their fer-
vants, by' a feries of ill ufage; by fulfilling no

" • •. promife they had given; by a breach of every
treaty they had made; and by returning his kindeft
offices with ingratitude s converted him into one
of their bittereft and moft determined enemies.
He was by far the moft powerful neighbour they
had on the coaft of Coromandel. He poffeffed
thofe hilly countries which bound and barricade

the



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 359 '
the weftern extremities of the Carnatic. His in­
fluence, from wealth, dominion, and military force,
among the Nairs, Nabobs, and princes, in thefe
parts, might, efpecially in times of war, have
been rendered of the moft eflential confequence to
our intereft. But the politics of the prefidency
had been warped, for years, with the prejudices of
Mahommed Ally, who, animated by an invincible
hatred to the perfon and fortunes of Hyder, em­
ployed all his artifice and intrigues to foment the
difference between him and the Englifh. This is
the only probable account that has yet been given
of the treatment .which that great man experienced.
from the council of Madras. The Nabob urged’
them, with all his addrefs, to join the Marrattos
in putting a flop to the progrefs of Hyder’s con-
quefts, and, by a well-concerted plan of co-ope­
ration, to crufh his rifing grandeur. They might
think it prudent to foften the abfolute rejection of
his fyftem, by an unqualified acquiefcence in the
refentments that produced it. And perhaps it was
not eafy, under fuch circumftances, to preferve ?
the eftecm'of their ally, without afluming a coof-
nefs to a power for whom he profefled fo radical a
diflike. ■ . / . - j
- Our expedition to Mahie, a fort fituated on the
Malabar coaft, in the vicinity of Hyder’s domi­
nions, was, by the predile&ion which it difeovered
him to have for the French, the occafion of his
fliewing an unequivocal antipathy to the prefidency
of Madras, This port belonged to One of Hyder’s

• -- Aa,4 tributary
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tributary princes; and. he confidered it as within
the line of that protection which he extended to
all his territories. It was for this reafon, and on '
this principle, that he remonftrated againft the
expedition. Here many Europeans;, of all nations,
had eftabliflied factories, or were individually fet­
tled for the purpofes of carrying on a mutual com­
mercial intercourfe with the inhabitants of his do-.

• minions, and to the reciprocal advantage of their
refpeCtivc countries, both in India and Europe.
While thefe adventurers aCted the part of good
fubjeCts, he thought it his duty, as well as intereft,
to defend them againft every power who fhould
dare to interrupt their tranquillity. He difavowed
taking any fhare or concern in the private quar­
rels which might agitate the different nations in
Europe; but it was his ferious determination to
confider the hoftilities againft Mahie as principally
aimed at him ; and that he -fhould of courfe repel
and revenge them to the utmoft of his power. His
Vakeel at Madras was authorized to denounce, in .
the moft explicit terms, an irruption into the Car­
natic, unlefs this mad projeCt was laid atide.

The ftrength of the French, however, and their
intrigues in this place, was an objeCt of very fe­
rious attention to. the welfare of the Company. ‘
It was confequently refolved to profecute the en­
terprize at all hazards. The detachment was com­
manded by Colonel Braithwaite, whofe rapid ex­
ertions and fuccefs in reducing the fort defeated
ths intention of Hyder, who wifhed. to have pre-

£»rved
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fervcd it, and who ever after conGdered the mea-
fure as a perfonal infult which he was obliged in
honour to retaliate.
. The Nabob of Arcot, who apprehended the
jnoft ferious confequences from the rcfentments of
Hyder Ally, was inceflant in apprifing the coun­
cil of the impending danger. ' He pointed out
•fuch a difpoHtion of the forces as might beft an-
fwer the exigencies of the fervice. The fudden-
nefs, or unexpected celerity, with which the eijemy
would accomplilh his intention ; the confternation
and diftraCiion incident to an invaGon j the gene­
ral moleftation which the« rapidity of the cavalry
would occaGon ; were circumflances which muft
impede the collection of troops fcattered in re­
mote Gtuations. Draught bullocks for the artillery,
and coolies, or porters, for affifting in the convey­
ance both of baggage and proviGbns, in fuch a
moment of trepidation, it would be almoft impofli-.
ble to procure. He aflured them, at the fame

’time, that he had neither treafure nor troops in. .
which he could place any fubftantial dependence.
The well-known averGon of. the Nabob to Hyder
Ally rendered his intelligence fufpicious, and de? •
feated the natural effeCl of this wholefome advice,
He was the firft, however, to announce the peace
which took place between Hyder and the Mar-
rattos; an event foon after but too fatally con­
firmed, and which ought to have been conGdered
as the certain Ggnal of the dreadful calamities
Which followed*  But, though by this time hardly

' ” an
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an individual in the fettlement doubted the reality

. of the enemy’s defigns and preparations againft it,
ftill no meafures were adopted for averting the
confequences. They trufted fuch an accommoda­
tion might be effected by the fuperior govern­
ment, in other quarters of India, as would baffle,
or fufpend at leaft, the operations againft the Car­
natic. Thefe, however, were every where carried
on with vigour, and without difguife, for the
avowed purpofe of diftreffing the prefidency, who,
notwithftanding, perfevered in as much inattention
and torpid negligence as if no iymptoms of hofli-
lity had appeared.

The Nabob, at the moment when his exiflence
was threatened with inevitable deftrudiion, was in
debt to all the world,, to the Company, to his
army, and to individaals. ■ It had been long his
plan to borrow from all who would lend, and never
to pay. Every article of his expenditure was load- >
ed, and in arrears. His places of ftrength were ill
garrifoned, without ftorcs, ammunition, or provi-'

’ ftons. His troops, deftitute of npceftaries, were
altogether without difcipline, and in the habit of

' mutiny and defertion. His cavalry were feen to,
defert, at noon-day, by whole regiments, with
their horfes and arms. He owed the recovery of
his beft regiment from fuch a fituation to the ge-
ncrofity of aEritifh officer, who, to fatisfy their
demands, and reconcile them to the fervioe, ad­
vanced his whole private fortune. Even this fum,
thus feafonably lent, was not repaid till' the gentle-

•" . ' • ' man-
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man was in the utmoft diftrefs j ..and then only
by the government of Madras on the Nabob’s ac­
count. ‘ ‘ •

The prefidency indeed were in poffeflion of a
gallant and well-difplined army of about thirty
thoufand men. Lord Maclcod had recently rein­
forced them by a new-raifed regiment of a thou­
fand men from England. But this force was dif-
perfed into various detachments, on fervices at the

•greateft diftance. A fele&ion of the beft troops
on the eftablifhment were difpatched to the aflift-
arice of Goddard' in  the Guzurat. Others were
ftationed in garrifons on the Malabar coaft, and
Colonel Baillie commanded no inconfiderable force
in the Guntoor circar. In the Carnatic there was
none of any confideration colle&ed.. They were

1 feattered in quarters and garrifons. The treafury-
was without money, and the military magazine
without an adequate ftore of either amunition or •

. provifion. Much of this deficiency was attri-
, - buted to the Nabob, who, in. proportion as he

predicted the. approach of danger, had been urged
though without effect to provide againft the worft.
His army had formerly amounted to nearly thirty-
five thoufand effective men, a number who, joined
to the Company’s, would have now fufiiciently
protected the Carnatic. But their total want of
order and fubordination had lately rendered their
number of no confequence. It would at the fame
time have greatly altered the pofture of affairs for
the better, had his forts and garrifons been in a

■' ' 1 proper



364 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.
■proper ftate of .defence, his troops but tolerably-
difciplined, and his large arrears to the Company
confiderably leffened. They might then . have
aCted with vigour and effeCt in his fupport, as well
as their own. And though the frequent intelligence
they received had not roufed them to fuch a de­
gree of activity and exertion, as the exigencies of
the prefent crifis feemed to demand, it afforded
conftant occafion of remonftrating with the Nabob
on the ruinous ftate of his army and finance.
. Our want of conduit and forefight only ftimu-
lated the genius of the enemy, who, availing him-
felf of our infenfibility, was anxious, in his fan-
guinary paroxyfm, to feize upon the victim of his
fury by furprife. The following account of this
awful event is given by a writer, whofe mafterly
.powers of natural defcription, have no equal in mo­
dern times. Hyder Ally “ refolved, in the gloomy
“ receffes of a mind capacious of fuch things, to
,c leave the whole Carnatic an everlafting monu-
“ ent of vengeance, and to put perpetual defola-
“ tion as a barrier between him and> thofe againft
“ whom the faith, which holds the moral elements

of the world together, was no protection. He
“ became at length fo confident of his force,. fo
“ collected in his might, that he made no fe-
<c cret whatfoevcr of his dreadful refolution. Hav-
“ ing terminated his difputes with every enemy,
“ and every rival, who buried their, mutual ani-
“ mofities in their common deteftation of the Eng-
“ EJh. J-Je drew from every quarter whatever

“ a
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<f a favage ferocity could add to his new rudi-
“ meats- in the arts of deftrudiion 5 and, compound-
tc ing all the materials of fury, havock, and de-
“ folation, into one black cloud, he hung for a
“ while on the declivities of the mountains. Whilft
“ the authors of all thefe evils were idly and ftu-
“ pidly gazing on this manacing meteor, which
“ blackened all their horizon, it fuddenly burft,

and poured down the whole of its contents upon
** the plains of the Carnatic. Then enfued a fcene
t( of woe, the like of which no eye had feen,
“ no heart conceived, and which no tongue can
“ adequately tell. All the horrors of war, before
“ known or heard of, were mercy to that new
<e havock ! A ftorm of univerfal fire blafted every

field, confumed every houfe, deftroyed every
temple 1 The miferable inhabitants, flying from

*f their flaming villages, in part were flaugh-
re tered; others, without regard to fox, to age, to
u the refpect of rank, or facrednefs of function 5
“ fathers torn from children, hufbands from wives;
<e enveloped in a whirlwind of cavalry, and
“ amidft the goading fpears of drivers, and the
“ trampling of purfuing horfes; were fwept into
<e captivity in an unknown and hoftile land 1

-'The firfl: accounts of this terrible difafter, which.
commenced in the frontiers, werefo far from being
credited at Madras, 'that they were even treated.
with contempt. • The burning of Conjeveram four
days after the invafion, and the appearance of the
enemy’s horfe in the neigbourhood, were fuch pre-
' j J foges 
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faggs of approaching danger, however, as could no
longer be difputed, Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon
had indeed, .with a laudable forefight, endeavoured
to make the majority fenfible of the fituation to
.which the intereft of the Company in that quar­
ter was expofed. They prefied the immediate
neceffity of aflembling the troops, and taking .fuch
other precautions as might check the arrogance
of an enemy flufhed with the expectation of finding
.them unprepared, The ardour, the eloquence,
and the dignity of feeling, with which Mr. Sad­
ler reprobated the.'remifTnefs, which had fo long
and fo unaccountably charafterifed the councils of
Madras, are on record, and will remain an honour­
able teftimony to his independent principles and
patriotifm, when the - conduit that excited his
manly and virtuous indignation is forgotten or exe­
crated. ■ The feverity of his flriCtures fcrved only
to irritate the delinquents, who pronounced them
illiberal, inflammatory, and-unfounded. They
imputed them to weaknefs, envy or fedition.
Some expreffions they conflrued into an intention
of difturbing the public tranquillity, and others
they confidered as derogatory to the authority of
the feleCl committee. On thefe charges they voted
Mr. Sadler fufpended from his fe-at in the council,
and the fervice of the Company. Mr. Johnfon and
Mr. Smith protefted, with great propriety and
carnefxnefs, againft this violent meafure. • They
avowed the moft perfect coincidence of fentiment
with the minute on which this fentence of fufpen-

‘ . fion
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fion was founded. They infifted that the terror
of the example was calculated to anhihilate free­
dom of debate. They alledged that no fpecific
charge was brought againft Mr. Sadler, and that
he had not even been heard in his own defence-
And they imputed the rigour of his punifhment
rather to the angry fuggcftidns of private pique,
than the difintereftcd motives of public fpirit.

While the prefidency of Madras were thus con-
fuming their time in perfbnal animofity, Hyder
Ally was carrying on the.favage bufinefs of car-. -
nageand rapine, in every quarter of the Carnatic.
The harmlefs inhabitants of a defencelefs country
were in this manner facrificed by thoulands,*  in re­
venge for a conduct which few of them knew, and1
none of them could prevent. The army of this
fell deftroycr confifted of nearly one hundred
thoufand men. Thirty thoufand well-difciplined

“ infantry, and twenty thoufand horfe, were under
his own command, every where capturing the forts,
wafting the country, and rearing piles of difho- '

r nourable triumph, amidft heaps of laborious ruin.
Wherever the grand army quartered or encamped,

■■flying parties of various defcriptions and magnitude
extended the feene of deflruction with equal rapi­
dity and fuccefs, in all directions far and wide.-
A chofen detachment, under Meer Saib, hovered-

‘ on the b. rders of the Cuddepah, to emancipate^ .
perharps, the'brother of the Nizam, from his-de­
pendence on the prefidency, to involve the north­
ern circars in the general cataftrophe, or to in-

• ' ■ tercept;
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tercept the troops under the direction of Baillie*

-The terror and confufion inseparable from opera­
tions, objedts and contingencies, thus fierce and
tremendous, accumulated Strength and confequence
from the tremor and indecifion of government. The
council was equally without unanimity or firmnels
in deliberation or adtion. The orders they iSTued
one day were revoked the next; and it was even
agreed, that the advice and prefence of the com­
mander in chief xyere more neceffary at Madras
than at the head of the army. The temporary
command of the troops was confequently delegated
to.Lord Macleod,’who, difliking the arrangement
prefcribed, digefted a fyftem for himfelf, which
he fubmitted to the presidency, with this declara­
tion, that he could not adopt a refponfibility in the
execution of plans which did not coincide with his
own judgment. Sir Hedlor Monro was therefore
under the neceflity, notwithstanding the late reso­
lution of the feledt committee, to exchange the
cabinet for the camp.

Mean while intelligence kept pouring in from
every quartet^ of the enemy’s fatal progreSs, of his-
frefli devastations, and of his nearer approaches.
The various reprefentatives pf towns and districts
were clamorous in theif complaints and requisitions
to the presidency for protection againSt the common­
enemy; Accounts- from all the forts and garfifons
were at the fame time given in, which Rated their
utter inability to make an eSTedtual Stand againSt
the force who menaced them ; and that nothing

couldl
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could fave them but an immediate reinforcement of
troops, and a frefh fupply of ftores and provifions.
Under the preffure of fuch various and material ■
exigencies, the presidency had recourfe to the Na­
bob for whatever money and. provifions he could
procure. While he reproached them with tardi-
nefs and inactivity, he promifed to afford oxen,
fheep and rice, as plentifully as it was in his power,
to complete four regiments of cavalry, and put
them under the management of the commander .in
chief, during the war,’ and to make alignments'of
territory for whatever money might be advanced
by the Company, for the pay of his troops. 'But
the adlual arrangements in the detail of his go­
vernment ill accorded’with thefe profeffions. The
officer to whom he.intruded the command.of the
ftrong hold of Gengee, in a moment when the
Safety of the place was at ftake,. disputed the right
of a Britifh officer, fent with a reinforcement for
his affiftance, to adopt any meafurcs for its de­
fence, until fpecific orders were, received from the ’
Nabob.' Carangally was defended by a Subaltern
and only twenty miferable fepoys, who fefufed a
fupply of .ammunition from Colonel Braithwaite,
without the authority of the Durbar. And . the
troops which the colonel then marched from. Pondi­
cherry to join the army were reduced to the great-
eft diftrefs, by the Nabob’s farmers making the
want of his orders an apology for refufingto furnifli
them with provifions. All tliefe inattentions co­
operated with the enemy’s indefatigable a&ivity to

Bb render
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render the devaluation as general and irrefiftible as
poffible.. There was fcarcely, this time, a
place from one end of the coaft to the other, which
was not menaced .or invaded. From Cape Ca-
merin to the banks of the Kiftna one. continued
fcene of plunder, confufion and bloodflied, pre-
vailed. The Company’s forces, though flung by
the fight of thefe mercilefs marauders, becaufe in*-
capable of aflembling, could not aCt with effeCt,

* 'while thofe whom the Nabob had placed in his
different ftrong holds, without difcipline or a to
.tachment, inftead of maintaining their polls and
defending either their mailers mtereft or their own
honour, feemed proud of fuch an opportunity to

• revenge, by mutiny and treachery^ his inattention;
„ ' both to their fafety and his own. ‘ •

In- the beginning of Auguft a plan was com-
i " . mitted to Colonel Colby for collecting a cohfider-

able detachment from feveral garrifons in the
neighbourhood of the army, in conjunction with
two regiments of the Nabob’s cavalry, for -inter­
cepting an immenfe convoy of ftores and provi--
fions, which had to pafs fome narrow defiles from
Hyder’s country to his camp. But no ‘genuine
information could be obtained concerning either

, . the country or the enemy j the peafantry , where-*-
’ ' ever found, being induftrious only to deceive the

commander, whofe movements were, at the fame
- time, exactly reported to Hyder by the fervants

. snd officers of the Nabob. To- this obftinacy in
the inhabitants, and -treafonable conduCl in the

“ ■ ■ ‘ people;
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people under the Durbar, the failure of an en­
terprize, which might have exceedingly diftrefled
the enemy, muft be attributed. And it was not
without the greateft' danger and difficulty that
Colby, in the middle of the following month, ef­
fected his efcape upon the retreat from Conje-
veram. .

Depredations by the enemy’s horfe, on the vil­
lages and gardens about the mount, determined
the council to adopt fome mealures for their own
immediate defence. . The intention of aflemblipg.
the army at Conjeveram was fruftrated for want
of bullocks, which," that the enemy might not feize
them, had been driven to a diflant place of refuge.
The mount was therefore made the place of gene­
ral rendezvous, until' provifions could be collect­
ed, and the means of conveyance procured.’ The
Nabob wa>, at the fame time,' repeatedly prefled

'and importuned for every poffible fupply of bul­
locks and provifions $ and that he would delegate
feme perfon of confequcnce to attend the army,

. and-prevent thofe wantsand inconveniences which
. -fo effectually impeded their operations.

Hyder fat down before Arcot, the metropolis of
the Carnatic, on the 2ifl of Auguft. The Nabob
appeared fenlibly interefled in the fate of his capi­
tal. He was more than .commonly earned: in his
entreaties that the army might repair immediately
to the relief of Arcot, where he aflerted they
■would find a plentiful fupply of every neceffary.
Though the enemy’s defigns on this place had been

' / " B b 2 rtfully
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‘ artfully covered, fuch intelligence was obtained as

- procured the garrifon a confiderable reinforcement: ‘
from the fortrefs of Vellore. It was .a few days af­
ter 'Arcot was inverted that Sir HeCior Monro af-
fumed the command at the head of the army.

The detachment under Colonel Baillie were, in
; the mean time, very critically fituated. He had

been ordered, fince the invafion took place, to at­
tempt the reduction.of the Cuddepah country, with/

< however, a latitude fqr the exercife of his own
judgment in exercifing his principal operations
wherever there appeared the greateft probability
of fuccefs. Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon had vL-

. goroufly oppofed thefe inftrudlions, and afligned
various reafons for ordering an immediate jun&ion
of the detachment with the main body of the
army. Baillie gave now fuch a reprefentation of

• his.circumftances, .from the proximity of Hyder's
cavalry to the fouth, and the. overflowing of the-
Kiftna to the northvvard; the difficulty, in this
contracted fituatidn, of providing fubfiftence for
the troops ;’and the dread of not being able much
longer to detain the bullocks neceflary for a march,
without which he could not move j as impelled the
majority of the committee to adopt at laft the

* . . - meafure of Smith and Johnfon, of ordering the
detachment to march for the prefidency, when.
a variety of new circumflances had rendered it
infinitely lets eligible and advantageous. In his
return, however, it was hoped he might be able
to cut off ibme cf the enemy’s convoys j and fuch'

- ' . ■ a route
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•a route was prefcribed him, with this view, as ter­
minated in confequences peculiarly calamitous.

■■ Sir Hecftor Monro found only one regiment of
the Nabob’s cavalry with the army when he arrived
in the camp, about the latter end of Auguft. Thefe
troops refilled to continue any longer in the fer-
vice, unlefs their arrears were immediately paid.
Though the Nabob’s Ameer was prefent, and the
capital of his mafter in immediate danger, he de­
clined to comply with the requeft. The com­
mander in .chief broke the regiment, and ftript
them of their horfes and arms. Seventeen'officers,
and about fixty- privates, immediately inlifted.in
the Company’s fervice. : The reft were ordered to
to be fent, under a ftrong guard, as prifoners to
Madras; but the Ameer next morning incorpo­
rated them with his own body guard. .

The rivers had been fo much fwelled by the
late .rains, that the march of Baillie from the Gun-
toor was much incommoded, and his troops ex­
ceedingly diftrefled.’ A junction with this detach­
ment was, however, eagerly defired by the gene­
ral, as he- then might hope to face the enemy in
the field, notwithftanding their vaft fuperiority in
numbers, and other refpects. • He determined, in
thefe circumftances, to move from the mount, and
to wait for Baillie at Conjeveram. A whole month
was wafted in collecting only eight day’s rice for
the army, while draught bullocks were fo difficult
to be obtained, that- the fepoys were obliged to
■carry half this provifidn on their backs. 7 he -

• . ‘ • B b 2 whole 
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whole force did not exceed fix thoufand men; but'
of thefe were two regiments of Europeans, two
companies of European grenadiers, belonging to
other regiments, and three hundred artillery. Their
march was exceedingly harraffed, both by the
enemy’s horfe, who hung on all fides of them
the whole way, and the violent rains, which conti­
nued without intermiffion. In four days they
reached. Conjeveram, which, by this time, was

- wholly under war. The Nabob’s officer, who
attended them at this place to conduct them on,
their, way to Arcot, bn being urged to procure
immediate provifions for the army, and obtain all
poffible intelligence of the enemy, .was fatisfied
with anfwering, that'he had no authority for doing
either the one or the other. They Were confe-

» quently obliged to put up with whatever paddy,
or growing rice, could be collefled from the open
country, though in a great meafure covered with
water. ~ .. . -' •.

The liege of Arcot was, indeed, raifed at the
approach of our army 5 but the enemy endea-

. voured, by a judicious choice of his ground, to
prevent the junction of. the Company’s forces,

~ which Was expe&ed to have taken place the very
next day. Baillie’s march, however, had been
delayed by the unforefeen rife of feveral rivers'
which he was obliged to crofs. The army, under
Similar inconvenience from the inceffant rains,
were, about a week after their arrival at Conje-
verajnj under the neceffity of removing their en-

- ’  ■ campment
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’Campment to higher ground. Nor was the utmoft '
induftry of the troops, in gathering paddy, more
than fufficient for their prefent fubfiftence. Under
all thefe circumftances, every avenue of informa­
tion was fo vigilantly watched by the enemy,
that, except the accidental report of a deferter,
the general had only [on the 3d of September]
heard,, from one of his own officers, who was out
on a detached fervice, of Hyder’s quitting his
ground,, croffing the, Palaar, and encamping ,
within five miles of his front. - It was known, two
days afterwards, that Baillie'had crofted the river,
which occafioned him fo much difficulty and delay.
The next day- the enemy made a confiderable
movement towards the north-eaft. Sir Heflor ad­
vanced, at the fame time, to a high ground on
the Trepaflbre road, where Baillie’s detachment 
was etfpe&ed. The enemy encamped about two
miles to the left of the Englifh. Hyder made this
movement to cover the attack which he intended
againft Baillie. His brother-in-law, Meer Saib,
began the action on the- gth, with eight thoufand
of his beft horfe, and was gallantly repulfed^
Tippoo Saib, with fix thoufand regular infantry-,'
twelve pieces of cannon, and eighteen thoufand J
cavalry, renewed the conflict, next day, at Perim-r
bancum, where they encountered Baillie’s handful
of heroes, who, by conduct, exertion, and perfe-.

, verance, repelled, with prodigious flaughter, even
. this vaft fuperioriry of numbers. He loft, how­

ever, his baggage, and a number of his men. His
■ B b 4 whole
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whole force did not exceed three or four battalions*
of fepoys,. and between one or two companies of.
European artillery.. He was now within’ a few
miles of the Englifh camp; but the enemy’s whole
force intercepted their junction. Nor could he retain
his prefent fituation for want of provilions. He
therefore difpatched a meflenger to the general
with intelligence of thefe particulars, and to urge
the movement of the whole army, as that appeared
the only meafure which could effectually extricate
him from his prefent difficulty. It confequently
remained with Sir HeCtor to determine whether
lie fliould rifk a general action under circumftances
of fuch peculiar difadvantage as an immenfe "body
of cavalry would have over a few battalions of in­
fantry, in a flat open country, for the purpofe. of
faving the detachment; or whether this valuable
object- might• not be obtained at lefs apparent ha- ■
zard, by fending fuph a reinforcement to Baillie as
might enable him to brave the difficulties that im­
peded his march. The latter part .of the alterna*
tive fecmcd the moft eligible; as, whatever the. ~
confequences were, the army would flill be in pof-

•feffion of their polt, their paddy, which they had
depofiied in a contiguous pagoda, and the flrong
■grounds which they occupied.

Colonel Fletcher was honoured with the com­
mand of the reinforcement, which was compofed
of the flower and moll aflive part of the army,
and confifled of the grenadier .and light infantry
companies from LordMaclcod’s highland regiment,.

two
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two other companies of European grenadiers, one
company of fepoy markfmen, and ten companies
of fepoy grenadiers. > Fletcher refufed four fix­
pounders which were ordered for the fervice, as
much activity might be neceflary on his part, to
elude the ambulhes which were probably laid for
him. • Hyder had the exa&eft intelligence of the
whole manceuvre, the ftrength of the party, their -
route, and the time they left the camp, which
was at nine o’clock at night. A ftrong body of '
troops were confequently difpatched to intercept
the detatchment. They had undoubtedly fucceed-
ed, but that Fletcher; diftrufting his guides, altered
his courfe, and by a wide circuitous fweep to the •
right defeated the ftratagem.- . - . .

The fpirit of the enemy, ,by the late defeats, •
was fenfibly damped, and the reinforcement of
Baillie’s'little army alarmed the whole camp. The
chiefs and foreign officers thought, by this move*
ment, Hyder’s entire force would be fituated be­
tween two fires. Lally, whom Hyder had ob­
tained from the Nizam, and who commanded the
Europeans, in company with moft of the native a

general officers, urged the Nabob to break up his
camp, and repafs the Palaar, as the only certain
way of avoiding the danger that furrounded them. Z
While he hefitated how to afl, he received intel­
ligence from his fpies, that the Englifh army was
perfectly quiet in camp, nor in fa<St was any defign
of a movement entertained. The Europeans par­
ticularly diffiredited the information, and treated

the 
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the Idea as-abfurdand impoffible ; and, in the con-
viftion that Hyder was betrayed, and would be
ruined, Lally • went to 'his tent once more, and
preficd the ncceffity of providing for the fafety of
the artillery and infantry, by fending them away*
But Hyder, anxious to avoid the difgrace of leaving
the field to an enemy fo exceedingly inferior, oc­
cupied and enfiladed, by Several batteries of can­
non, the moft covert and difficult grounds which
Baillie had to pafs. Large bodies of his beft in-

. fantry were at the fame time formed into an am-
bufeade on every fide, while the main body of his
army^ under his own command, occupied a poft
the mofl favourable for fupporting the attack. To
divert the attention of the Englifh, on the fide of
Conjeveram, a party of irregular cavalry were em­
ployed, within fight of the camp, in performing vari­
ous movements. Bailie was perceived [Sept, io], by .
day-light, directing his forces through the very de­
file thus fatally prepared for his reception. His de*
voted fcrces marched in'eolumns, and knew nothing
of their danger till it was announced from the mouth
of a battery of twelve guns loaded with grape fhot,
which poured in upon their fight flank. In half an.
hour fifty pieces of artillery were fo well directed'

' as to penetrate into every part of the Britilh line.
They were infiantly furroiinded, and vigoroufly
afiailed on all fides by twenty-five thoufand caval­
ry, by thirty regiments of difciplined fepoys, by a.
firong body of Europeans, and by a numerous
artillery. This little-column flood nothv/ithftanding

. - ' - firm
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firm and' undaunted, 'and repelled the repeated
charges of the enemy with an incredible flaughter
of their beft troops. Their evolutions in the midfl:
of fuch a ftorm of rockets,' cannon and mufquetry,
as has feldom taken place in any other part of the
world, were performed with a precifion, a fteadi- ‘
neis, and diredied with a promptitude and a ikill,
that filled their enemies and fpeflators with aftonifh-
ment. They had only ten pieces of cannon, which ,.
were fo well ferved and directed as to make pro­
digious havock among ■ the enemy’s horfe. This ’
dreadful conflict remained doubtful for three hours,
when victory began to-declare’for the Englifh.,
The flower of the Myfore cavalry, after many

- bloody repulfes, where at length completely de­
feated and driven back. Even, the right wing, -
compofed of Hyder’s beft troops, were ’ thrown
into diforder, and every where gave way. A rapid
movement, made at that inftant by Colonel Baillie,
feemed to decide the fortune of the day. Hyder,
in defpair prepared for a retreat, which the caval­
ry were ordered to cover. Lally was at the fame
time directed to draw off the artillery. It was at
this critical and important moment, that the tum­
brils which contained the ammunition fuddenly,
blew up, with two dreadful explofions, in the"
center of the Britifh lines. This unexpected dif-
after’ not only overturned all their artillery, and
rendered it unfit' for further fervice, but hid
one whole fide of the column bare, which ex-
pofed every part of the army to a frefh attack.
The tot^l lofs of ammunition was ftill more dreadful

, * . - to
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'' to the furvivors, than even that of the troops who.

perifhed, as it left them in fomc degree defence-
lefs in the face of an enraged and formidable ene­
my, eager to fnatch the viclory from, thole who
had fo nearly been their conquerors. -Tippoo

■Saib accordingly embraced this opportunity of
diftinguifhing .himfelf, and fell, without waiting for

> orders, with infinite rapidity and fury, at the head
. of the Mogul and Carnatic cavalry, into the broken
» fquare which had not yet time to recover its order

. or form. The French corps, and the firft line of
infantry, immediately followed. The laft efforts of

, thefe brave men, thus overpowered, however def-
perate, was unavailable. The carnage amidft

• \ which they fell gave full proof of their exertions.
The fepoys, after exhibiting prodigies of.valour,.
were almoft to a man cut to pieces. Baillie, not-

c withftanding the horrors which involved him on •
this tremendous emergency, and almoft fainting
with anguifh, fatigue, and lofs of blood, yet ral-—
lied the Europeans, and, under the fire of the whole
immenfe artillery of the. enemy gained a little
eminence 5 and, forming a new fquare, thefe invin-

> cible veterans, without artillery or ammunition, the
. officers fighting only with their fwords, and the

foldiers with their 'bayonets, and moft of them
■ - ' defperately wounded, repulfed thirteen different

. charges by all the forces who could act againft
them. Unable longer to withftand the torrents of
freffi troops, that were perpetually breaking and
pouring in upon them, they were at length borne

.' down.
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down, and individually maflacred by multitudes, or
trampled under foot by horfes and elephants. The
few artillery-men who remained, when their ammu­
nition was expended, advanced in the front of their
guns, and nobly fell in their defence. Numbers,
both officers and men, though cut down, and mife-  ‘
rably wounded, difdained to accept of quarter.
While gafping on the ground, and weltering in ,
blood, they continued to thruft fiercely with their
bayonets to the laft, and every other weapon they
could grafp, at whoever approached them. Never, -
perhaps, was aflion fuftained with more obftif.acy,
or fo much execution done by fo diminutive a force.
Thus diftreffing the caufe, and prepofterous to
nature, are the common efte&s of courage, united
with fcience, and perverted by politics, to anfwer - <•••
the barbarous purpofes of ambition 1
. The Englifh. loft, at leaft near four • thoufand fe-
poys, and above five hundred Europeans.. The
gallant Fletcher was found among the number of
Britifh officers who fell on this memorable day.'

. It is a miracle that an individual could efcape th« ■ . !
rage of fuch a carnage, x Baillie, however, and
about two hundred .Europeans^ were made prifo-
ners. He was brought before the conqueror, ftript,
wounded in three places, and. covered with blood.
In that moment of triumph and exultation, Hyder,
forgetting the- dignity" and moderation which fb
eminently become the great and the brave, is *"
faid to have infulted the Britifh veteran by an
haughty and imperious demeanour. Your high-
“ nek" faid Baillie, indignantly, ” may afk.

“ yqur
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your ion and the general officers what caufe

*e .there is for exultation on your part, and whether
“ the vidlory was not mine before that difafter
** took place, which no human forefight could
t£ prevent.” It was at the fame time obfcrved,
■by a foreigner of diftindlion on the fpot, that
«e officers and men fupported their misfortunes'
“ with that haughty fullen fortitude which is the
r< charadiiftic of their coun‘ry.” ■

• ’ This vidhory, complete as it appeared, was ■
dearly purchafed by the enemy. The daughter,
which was immenfe, fell only among the beft
'troops. Had the main body of the Englifh army
advanced upon the rear of Hyder’s troops, any.
time during the conflidl, his whole forces had pro­
bably been cut to pieces or captured. He was
mounted on an elephant, and fired at five different
times by ah officer of artillery. Such a panic is
faid to have feized him, from the danger to which
he was perfonally expofed, that, on a mere rumour

• that Sir Hedlor Monro was advancing, he aban­
doned the field of battle, and fled in the greateft
terror to a place called the Round Wells, leaving '
all. his baggage and the wounded behind him.
But he grew more courageous, when informed that
.the Britifh general, leaving his baggage and artil- ■
lery behind him, retreated to Chingleput. A purfuit
immediately took place, by a number of frefh and

* irregular cavalry, who foon returned loaded with
-plunder and encumbered with prifoners. ■

On the morning of Baillie’s defeat, Monro had
made fome movements in hopes of meeting him.

The
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The fmoke was fcen and the firing heard on the’
left of the camp, "but at too great a di fiance for
affording the detachment any affiftance. Indeed,
.no idea was entertained of attacking the enemy on ' '
that fide 5 or that Baillie, in confequcnce of the
late reinforcement, was not perfectly able to refill ,
every obftrudlion. But when feveral fignal cannon
•were fired and no return made, and the brilk can­
nonade, which had been juft heard, was fucceed-
ed by the profoundeft filence, ■ fome difafter be­
gan to be ferioufly apprehended. At length, the 
arrival, in fucceffion, of two or three wounded fc-.
poys,' gave full intelligence of the. fatal event. -■
The whole army, officers and men, natives as *
well as Europeans, were ftung with anger and with
grief, almoft to madnefs, at the deftruftion of their
friends. An immediate and fevere revenge on the
enemy was,- independent of any regard to their
ftrength, their-condition or the confequences, the
only defire they indulged. The general thought '
himfelf under a ncceifity, however, of reftrain-
fng their prefent impetuofity. He knew the,-

> weaknefs of his force, and. the critical fituation of
affairs, but was altogether uninformed of the lofs,

. the refources or the movements of the enemy. .He
-had loft the flower of his troops, and there was not
above two days provifion in the camp : Nor had*
he cavalry to procure more. He might be fur-
.rounded by the hoft, whom he wilhed to fubdue, ‘
and obliged to furrender without ftriking a blow.
The-fe fiiggeftions were not likely to ftill the cla-

■ mours of an- army, who only panted for an op-
- .. portunity
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portunity of encountering the enemy. The officers
in general avowed the fame ardour which infpired
the privates, and fubmitted to the orders for a re­
treat, with that indignant reluctance which it is na­
tural for brave men to feelj when forced by the eti­
quette of arms to aft by the opinions of others, in
defiance of their own. And to the diforder which
arofe from this contrariety of fentiment, all, or
moft of the inconveniences which attended the
march of the troops to Chingleput, may probably
be attributed. They were joined at this place by
the forces under Colby, which confided of ten com­
panies of fepoy grenadiers, an equal number of
battalion and light infantry companies, with two
regiments of the Nabob’s cavalry.

While thefe important tranfaftions diftinguifhed
the operations of the army, the country, the pre-
Cdency, and its diftant dependencies, were in a
date of the greateft diftraftion. The danger
feemed every where alike, immediate and inevita­
ble. Once more Johnfon and Smith arraigned the
conduct of the majority with every fpecies and de­
gree of mifmanagement. They confidered . them
as the caufe of all the calamities which had hap­
pened, or were likely to happen, in the Carnatic.
They charged the ' inftitution . of the feleft com­
mittee, as invefling the prefident with a power in­
dependent of the council, and inimical to the con-

, dilution. And they objected, in very flrong terms,
to the difpatches now making up for Europe,

'which they allcdged were unfupported by faft, and
calculated
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calculated to miflead their employers at home.
The fepoys, 'at the fame time, on whom an
attempt had been made to bring from the north­
ern circars by fea, revolted. Thofe at Mafuli-
patam were reduced to order by the addrefs of - '
the commanding officer'on that Ration j but at
Vizigapatam they were guilty of the groffeR out­
rages : After killing many of their officers, and
plundering the place, they went off in a body with .
their arms and booty: While Sitteram Row, who
had lately become , fo much a favourite with the
prefidency, kept aloof, Vizeram, notwithflanding .
the injuries they had done him, collefted his troops,
and, with the vigorous affiflance of another zemin­
dar, the mutineers were purfued, attacked, difarm­
ed, and difperfed.

Thefe circumflances gave new vigour and dif-
patch to the meafures of the prefidency. They
refolved to recal fuch of their forces as were 011
the Malabar coafl; and that the ancient and ufe-
ful fettlement of Tellicherry fliould be abandoned.
It had the good fortune, however, to be exempted
from this fentence of dereliftion. Sir Edward
Hughes afterwards found means to Rrengthen the
garrifon from Bombay. Difpatches were, at the
fame time, font to Bengal, preffing an immediate
fupply of money and troops. The king’s admiral
wrote to the fame purpofe, and exhibited fuch a
Ratement ,of fa<Rs as could not fail enforcing the-ur­
gency of the requifition. The hourly arrival of
a- French fleet was now alfo expected. Misfor- .

C c tunes 
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tunes are the medicine of Rates. The lofty pre-
tenfions ufed but little ago at the Nizam’s Durbar
were for the prefent forgotten. The council was
now afraid to offend whom they had thus wantonly
cxafperated. Orders were: inftantly iffued for re-
ftoring the Guntoor circar to Bazalet Jung, and for

< withdrawing the Nabob’s managers. And the Ni-
...z ■ zam was addreffed in terms as fubmifllve and hum­

bib as they were before imperious and infolent.
The object of univerfal reduction was ilill profe-

cuted with vigour by the enemy. Hyder -renewed
' his defigns on Arcot, and fat immediately downi

before it. His attacks were carried on with all the
regularity and fcience of an European army. The
garrifon beheld with furprife their guns difmounted
by his batteries. His horfe, every where mailers
of the open country, prevented all communication
between the prefidency and its dependencies. Our
troops, cooped up in the vicinity of Madras, dared
not to venture, even when preffed for prpviiions,
above two miles beyond their entrenchments. A
general diffatisfadlion prevailed in the Nabob’s forts,.
which, from treachery, defertion, or cowardice,
feldom make any defence. . The company’s go­
vernment, from its arrogance in peace, and im-

* potence in war, became odious and contemptible,
, throughout the Carnatic. And Hyder, whofe ad-

drefs in politics was not inferior to his military
condu«Sl, was Angularly affiduous and fucceisful in
rendering his pretenlions popular, by accommo­
dating himfelf to the genius and wiflics of the na-

. '. ’ . tives
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tives, in proportion as they deemed themfelves in­
jured, betrayed, or flighted by the Englifh.

■ No fooner was the awful difafter which happen- .
ed to Baillie’s; detachment announced to the go­
vernment of Bengal, than, the moft fpirited and
probable meafures; for extricating the Carnatic
were, adopted and purfued. It was immediately
refolved to fend a confiderable reinforcement of
Europeans, and fifteen lacks of rupees, byfea; and,
as foon as the. feafon and other circumftances

. would permit, to difpatch alfo a ftrong body of fe-
-poys by land. It was at the fame time fuggefted,'
thatallthe hopes of the fupreme council for re­
trieving the company’s affairs on the coaft of Co­
romandel depended on. the prefence of Sir Eyre
Coote, who was then a member of their own body,
as well as commander in chief of all the forces in
India. The general, notwithftanding the badnefs
of the feafon, and his precarious ftate of health,
complied with the requifition. The treafure was
configned to his managementj as more fafety was .

• apprehended from his honour in its application, than
from their meafures, in whom the prefent embarraff-
ment originated. Early communications were made
'both to the prefidency of Madras and to Sir Ed­
ward Hughes, of what had been done, and an af-
furance given of the fincereft difpofition to culti­
vate a peace with the Marrattos. Sir Edward was'
sflfo requefted to direft the operation of his fqua-

- dron againft Hyder’s ports and navy on the Ma­
labar coaft. ~

■. ■ C c 2 ' . - . .. .The
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The general was only twenty-three days on his

pafiage from Calcutta to Madras. Arcot was taken
ty aflault on the third, and he arrived on the fifth
of November. The fort, or citadel, though ftrong,
was given up without any defence. , Hyder’s hu­
manity and generofity to his prifoners having
reached the garrifon, all the fepoys, to a man, de-
ferted the fort in the night, and went over to Hy­
der, leaving their officers under an abfolute necef-
fity of furrendering at diferetion. This. capture
Jias been generally attributed to the treachery of.
the Nabob’s people, by whofe turbulence' and in­
trigues the garrifon had been. kept in diffenfion
during the whole fiege. Hyder treated the prin­
cipal officers immediately after with the greateft
confidence; and he had long before avowed the
fullefl: information of the moft fecret tranfaffions
in the Nabob’s Durbar.

General Sir Eyre Coote brought with him from
Bengal two hundred European artillery, fix- com-

’ panies of infantry, one of volunteers, and between
fix and feven hundred lafcars. With this reinforce­
ment, more confiderable indeed from the intrin-
fic value of the troops, than their number, all the
force he could qolledt in two months time, at the .
jnount where he encamped, did not exceed feven
thoufand men. Madras was protected, and the
monfoon feafon covered the inaflion of an army,
otherv/ife totally incapable of taking the field.
.The general took his feat as fecond in council two
days after his arrival at Madras, and produced the

orders
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orders from the Juperior government for the fuf-
penfion of Mr. Whitehill, the prefident. His ob-
ftinacy in the affair of the Guntoor circar fub- :
jected him to this fentence. He difclaimed the
authority which devefted him of his power. The
fufpenfion being however confirmed by a majo­
rity of the council, he affumed a merit from that
moderation which induced him to prevent the evils .
of a civil war, by fubmitting. Mr. Smith, as next .
to the chair, fucceeded. The board, thus new
modelled; found the fituation of affairs ftill worfe
than was expected.' The paffes from the moun---
tains were unguardedthe troops belonging to the
prefidency were not collected ; no fuitable provi-
fion for even the protection of Fort St. George had
been made ; the carriages for field artillery were
only preparing; the troops were difpirited, the fe-z
poys deferring; the country defolated; the inhabi- •
tants treacherous 5 all communications cut off 3 their
provifions confumed, and their refources exhaufted.
The enemy’s fuperiority was increafed in propor­
tion as our ftrength diminifhed, which arofe not
only from the fuccefs of his army, but chiefly
from his good policy. “ Hyder,” fays Sir Eyre
Coote, “had taken every-meafure, which could.
“ occur to the moft experienced general, to diflrefs
*e us, and to render himfelf formidable; and his
“ conduct in his civil capacity had been fupported

by a degree of political addrefs, unequalled by
any power that had yet appeared in Indoftan.”

Cc 3 . A re-
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A revolution, of the moft favourable afpcCl to

the Company’s intereft, was inftantly obfervable in
the conduct of government. Unanimity was re-
ftored, and vigour was the immediate cbnfequence

.• of decifion. The entire management of the war
was forthwith delegated to the general. Even Hy-
>der, affected by the fame of the commander, whofe
meafures he' had now to counteract, obferved for
the future more than ordinary caution. The num-

- her of his forces was by this time much augmented.
It was generally allowed to exceed confiderably an
hundred thoufand men; and, from the circumfcribed
operations of our army, he was encouraged and
enabled to lay fiege at once to fevcral of the prin­
cipal towns and forts in the Carnatic.

The fate of Madras, of the Englifh intereft in
the Carnatic, and perhaps in all India, was wrapt
up in the fmall army under the' command of Sir
Eyre Coote. We had not only Hyder Ally, but the
whole inhabitants in the Carnatic, to combat. The
Nabob’s’ renters were every where treacherous
and hoftile. One of them, having been deteded
in endeavouring to betray Villore to the enemy,
was put in irons by the general, that “ He might
“ be inftrumental to the difcovery' of thofe dark
<c defigns which Sir Eyre had Jong expected to exift
“ in the court of a native power, living under
c< the very walls of our garrifon of Fort St. George.”

That the general might proceed on the fureft
grounds, he fjbmitted his plan of operations to a
council of war, compofed of Sir HeCtor Monro,

• . . Lord
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Lord Macleod, and Brigadier-General Stuart;
Thefe officers coincided entirely with the judger
ment of the general for the march of the army to <
the relief of the befieged places. His ’ prefence

s feemed to infpire the officers as well as men with
freSh confidence and courage. Even Sir HeCtor
Monro, who might have been fuppofed moft cha-,
grined by a number of the new arrangements, had
the generofity to declare that there was nothing-

■ more to be defired than bringing the enemy to a
general engagement, as he was confident the army
would be fuccefsful under its prefent leader againft
any fuperiority of numbers. Sir £yre Coote laid
the whole proceedings of the council of war before, '

- the feleCt committee, defiring their'advice alfo in
this critical and momentous bufinefs. A meafure
which effectually rivetted their confidence in his
conduCt, and the event was an entire acquiefcence.
with the opinion of the council of war.

The relief of Wandewafh on the 17th of Janur
uary [t781] was the firft objeCt for which the
army left the mount. Hyder not only raifed the
Siege of that place, but abandoned all the others

’ with equal precipitation on the general’s approach.
Thus was the ftorm considerably abated by facing.
it manfully. Other garrifons were alfo Strengthened
and fupplied with provisions; a great extent of

- country recovered, and a new frontier formed. Thus
a fecurity was provided for Madras, as effectual
as if the army had been encamped under its walls.
The fpirit and confidence of the troops were con-

C c 4 fequently 
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fequently reftored, and the whole complexion of
affairs began every where to put on a more fa­
vourable appearance.

-The inhabitants of Pondicherry, on the com­
mencement of the prefent war, and in direcft vio­
lation of all treaty, the moment Colonel Braith­
waite had evacuated the place, in return for all paft
favours, and prefent confidence, rofe in arms,
plundered the folitary refident, who had been left
to fuperintend their conduct, and even compelled
him, with fixed bayonets at his breaft, to fign a
written inftrument, the contents of which he knew
not. They armed a number of fepoys, and
amaffed prodigious quantities of provifions, which
they depofited at Carangolly a town at fome diftahce
upon the coaft. Sir Eyre Coote had always con­
demned the indulgence fhewn to the French as
highly impolitic and dangerous. Their conduit
on this -occafion did not therefore furprife him.
But no fooner had he relieved the befieged places
than he went againft Pondicherry, difarmed the
inhabitants, deftroyed their boats,- and removed
their ftores. The fquadron of M. de Orves was
fbon after obliged to leave the coaft for want of
the boats which had been thus opportunely de­
ftroyed. At the fame time Sir Edward Hughes
performed excellent fervice oh the Malabar coaft,
by annihilating at one ftroke the whole of Hyder’s
fliipping in his own ports of Calicut and Manga­
lore, . .

' ' By
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- By Hyder’s eagernefs to reduce Trichinapoly,

he was drawn into a general engagement with the
Englifh. ,This army was then little lefsthan two
hundred thoufand lirong. The Britifh general was
not in the lead difmayed by the magnitude of the
enemy. He commanded a body of veterans, on
every individual of whom he placed the greatefl de-
pendence. Such clouds of Hyder’s cavalry hovered
about our camp, and infefted the whole furrounding
country, that it was hot only impracticable to fend

.out a reconnoitring party, but a fingle man could
not efcape detection. On this account, notone of
the fcouts whom the- general difpatched for intel­
ligence ever returned, and the only knowledge he
could obtain of the enemy’s fituation was from
fuch a view of them as his own advanced polls
would admit. ■■

The army moved from the camp at Port Novo,
July ift [1781] early in the morning, with the
fea at no great diftan'ce on the right. It was ne-
celfary to protect the baggage from Hyder’s irre­
gular cavalry, who, upon the firft opening, were
in readinefs to pour in upon them. A detachment
for that purpofe was now therefore ordered, which
confided of two regiments of cavalry, and a bat­
talion of fepoys, with deven pieces of light ar­
tillery. Thefe, with the ufual guard of an hundred
and fifty fepoys, a few poligars, and a Marratto
corps, were judicioully placed in the opening be­
tween the right of the army and the fea.

. . • . . - The
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The enemy’s .cavalry now appeared In an -ex-

. • tenfive plain, drawn up in great force. Sir Eyre K
' Coote formed his troops in two lines, and pro­

ceeded on his march in order of battle. Hyder’s
'. . principal force was feen marfhalled in battle array

■i in the rear of his works, which lay direCUy upon
r the intended line of our march, and which ex-

tended further than the eye could reach. . Im-
menfe bodies of horfe paraded in every direction,

* i and great quantities of rockets were thrown, with­
out intermiffion, to confound the obfervation, and if

* poffible to derange the order or impede the move­
ments of the Englifh army. Their cannonade,
which was well ferved, .was not expended with-

' . out execution, at the fame time that the Englifh
general referved his fire for an opportunity in
which it would be attended with the complete!!

Here it was proper to examine the pofition of
the country, and the army halted; while the gene­
ral, availing himfelf of every advantage which the
ground afforded, conceived the grand movement
upon which he chiefly refted his hopes of fuccefs.
He was anxious to difcover whether his fituation
would admit of his taking fuch a fweep on the

• , right, as would enable him to turn the enemy’s
• . • left, wiffiing to fall upon them rather obliquely,

than to be under the neceffity of making his attack
on the front of their works and batteries. Fortu­
nately, the operation was practicable, and was
performed by the fir!! line with a promptitude and

* . . celerity
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celerity that aftonifhed and difconcerted the
enemy. The general, having by this manoeuvre
contracted his front, inftantly formed a-new within
reach of Hyder’s artillery, but in fome degree
covered from its fire. The heights in his rear were
eagerly feized and occupied by General Stuart, .
who commanded the fecond wing, which pre­
vented the enemy from feparating the two lines,
and encouraged the general to advance with con­
fidence oil the enemy.

Thefe fudden and unexpected evolutions, obliged
Hyder to a frefh arrangement of his army. And
his movements were formed with great expedition
and exaClnefs. He withdrew his guns from the
batteries to the line, and received Sir- Eyre Coote.
with a new front. He ordered a ftrong body of
difciplined. infantry, with a fuitable artillery, a
prodigious number of irregulars, and an immenfe
force of cavalry, to attack the Englifh polled on
the heights; while another detachment attempted,.
by getting into the interval during the conflict, to
attack Sir Eyre Coote in the rear. Thus was each -
wing feparately, and almoft equally engaged. The
frefli forces, with which the enemy were inceflantly
relieved, rendered the battle long and obftinate. It
lafted above fix hours, in which every individual in
the Company’s fervice fought as ifthe fate of the day

, had depended on his fingle prowefs. The fpirited,
regular and unanimous exertions of fuch a body of
determined veterans, under the conduCl of a brave,
experienced andfuccefsful leader, were not to be re­

filled 
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filled by an Indian army of any magnitude what- •
ever. By four o’clock the firfl. line, triumphing
over every obftaclc, drove the infantry, artillery,
and cavalry of the enemy, promifcuoufly before
them. The fecond line, at the fame time, under
the command of Brigadier-General Stuart, had
not only repulfed the other divilion of the enemy,
but difpoffeffed them of their poft.- They like-'
wife totally defeated the attempt made to attack
the general’s rear. The mafterly and well-diredled
exertions of the troops in this quarter prevented
the enemy, notwithftandirg their numbers, from
making the fmalleft attempt upon the baggage.

No vidlory could be more complete or decifive
on all iides. The tumult and confolion in the
retreat of foch numbers afforded every advan- ■
tage to troops who could hav& purfued them with
effedl. The whole of Hyder’s artillery and llores
might have been captured, but his cattle left the
field in full trot, while our’s were foarcely able to
drag the guns along. And no circumilance could
be'more vexatious to brave men, thamtheir utter
incapacity to feize the fruits of a vidtory thus
dearly earned. For the behaviour of every man
in the army, from the commander in chief to the
meaneft fepoy, was highly meritorious. Both
lines, the one commanded by Sir Hedlor Monro,
and the other by General Stuart, did the ampleft
j-uflice to the orders and admirable difpolitions Of
Sir Eyre Coote, who generoufly .declared, that
every individual of his little army fecmed- to feel
- . ■ ’ that
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that all the intereft of the nation and Company
was' then at flake’. “ Every nerve,” faid he,
“ was exerted to the very .extent of poffibility.”

Three thoufand of the enemy were killed.
Meer Saib, Hyder’s brother-in-law and favou­
rite general, was mortally wounded. Among . •
his killed and wounded were likewise feveral
other of his leaders arid beft officers. The Eng-
liffi general halted juft beyond the enemy’s ground,
from inability to. continue the purfuit. Here the
fecond line and baggage joined him about mid-
night. His lofs did not exceed four hundred, nor •
was there an officer of rank or diftinftion among
either killed or wounded. .

Hyder left- the important pafs of Purayenour
open as he paffed through it in the evening. Tip-
poo Saib, who had fat down before Wandewafh j
with thirty thoufand men, raifed the iiege precipi­
tately, and joined his father in the neighbourhood
of Arcot. The Engliili were, in a few days, ftrength- ’ . - .
ened by a confiderable reinforcement from Bengal,;
which, under the favour of Moodajee Boonfla, had
marched through the territories of Orifla. The
general, deeming himfelf able to ail with vigour,
jaid immediate fiege to Trepaffbre, which, after a
few days, capitulated on the 23d of Auguft. At
that moment the enemy appeared in full march
to its relief, and there was not then more than one
day’s rice in the Engliflicamp. Trcpaflbrc afforded
fuch. a feafonable fupply as enabled Sir Eyre
Coote, after obtaining fame rice from Poonamella,

to

'■ . ’ ‘ ■' ■ . f. 
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to march in qucft of the enemy. Hyder fell back.
a few miles to the very ground where he had de­
feated Colonel Baillie, as the Englifh approached ;
where, in the determination of trying his fortune
in a fecond battle, he took a very ftrong pofition.
The country between the two armies was inter­
fered by feveral very deep water-courfes, which
rendered the attack, on the part of the Eriglifh, pe­
culiarly arduous. The general was under the ne-
ceffity of forming his .front under a very heavy
cannonade, both from well-placed batteries and
from the guns in the enemy’s lines. The disci­
pline and firmnefs of any troops never underwent
a fiercer trial $ and the general declared, that their
fteady valour could not have been furpaffed by the
firft veterans of any nation in Europe. This en­
gagement, which happened on the 27th, lafted
from nine in the morning until it was near fun-fet.
The enemy were driven fuccefsfully from all their
grounds. Our army fought as if infpired by the
manes of their, countrymen and fellow-foldiers,
whofe memorable exertions and defeat on that very
fpot were ftill fo recent in their memories. Our
lofs however was greater, and that of the enemy
lefs, than on the former battle. The irregularity
of Hyder’s ground afforded more cover from our
fire. General Stuart loft a leg by a cannon fhot,
and Colonel Browne his life by the fame means.
One of the general’s aid-de-camps was killed by
his fide. Thefe were the only officers of confe-
quence who fell.

Another
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■ Another action, about a month fubfequeht to
this, was fought at a place called Sholingur. Hy­
der’s lofs in thefe encounters, while hepreferved his
artillery and ftores, was but trivial. It was four
o’clock before this battle commenced; and the fun
did not go down until the enemy were totally
routed. They were now in the habit of giving
way in every conteft with the company’s forces.
On this occafion their cavalry and infantry fuffered
extremely, while our lofs was perfectly trifling.

In the beginning of 1782, the general went to
the relief of Vellore, which was now reduced to
great diftrefs for provifion. Hyder watched the
motions of the army ; and, as they paffed a deep
morafs, commenced a very heavy cannonade.' He
wi.flied to cut off the baggage and convoy, while
the troops were entangled in their march. After
an action of four hours, in which the flower of
Hyder’s troops were feverely handled, he - was
forced to abandon his objecff with difgrace. The
army, which had fuffered but little, having purfued
its courfe, and accomplifhed the end. of the expe­
dition without further moleftation, on coming up
to the fame morafs three days after, found Hyder
prepared on.the other fide to difpute their paffage.
They paffed notwithftanding the fire of his cannon,
about four in the afternoon, when the general
having formed,’ and fecured the baggage, ad­
vanced with his ufual promptitude upon the ene­
my.’ The refiftance was 'but feeble. A general
rout enfued, and a purfuit, in which the daughter

was 
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was confiderable. Thus ended a campaign, the
moft ardent, the moft brilliant, the moft bloody,
and attended with effects the moft general and
unexpected of any, perhaps, in the hiftory of poli­
tical fociety. 1 •

During thefe tranfacftions, . an account of the
war with Holland having arrived in India, five
India fhips from China, in their way home, touch­
ed at Fort Marlborough, on the coaftof Sumatra.
The gentlemen of that fadlory inftantly conceived
the practicability of capturing the Dutch fettle-

. ments on that ifland. Mr. Botham, one of the
council, was intrufted with the conduct of the ex­
pedition, in concert with Captain Clements, com­
modore of the five fliips. Captain Mandeville,

■ with an hundred men, were all that could be fpared
from the fort. The governor of Padang, miftak-.
ing the force coming againft him, was fuddenly
terrified into a furrender, not only of that place,
but of all the other-'Dutch fettlements on the
weflern extremities of the ifland.

A ftrong armament was, at the fame time, and
• for very obvious reafons, fent againft the Dutch

fettlement in the town, port, and fortrefs of Ne-
gapatam, on the Tanjore coaft. Major-General Sir
Hecftor Monro was appointed to conduct this en­
terprize in concert with Sir Edward Hughes. The
land forces already in the Rajah’s country were
only afligned for this fervice. It proved exceed­
ingly arduous. The garrifon was at leaft eight thou-
fand ftrong. The befiegers, in all, did not amount

. ’ -to
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• jo half the number. The troops were much dif-

trcfled by the badnefs of weather, and the damp­
ness of their fituatiop. Moft of the wounded died,
and many of the feamen, from heat and fatigue,
were fuddenly deftroyed by violent cramps and
fpafms. Notwithftanding thefe difficulties, and af­
ter the failure of two defperate failles with their
whole force, terms of capitulation took place. The
town and citadel, with all the ftdres and contents,
which belonged to the government or Company,
were furrendered to the vigors, ? Private property
wasfecured ; and the inhabitants, upon taking the
oath of allegiance, were to fhare the protection of
the Englifh. The garrifon were allowed military
honours, and then made prifoners of war. The
governor, council, and other civil officers, were
retained on parole. Hyder’s infantry, and other
fepoys, threw down their arms, and made their
efcape on the night preceding the capture. Dur­
ing a fervice. of fo much hazard and affion, the
whole lofs of the befiegers, Europeans, and na-

. tives, in killed, wounded, and miffing, were little
more than one hundred men. They found in the
place fome fine artillery, and large quantities of
military ftores.

The reduction of Negapatam expelled the ene­
my from the kingdom of Tanjore. All the forts
and ftrong holds, which they pofleffed in that
country and its vicinity, were evacuated without
-delay. The poligars of Marawar and Tinevelly,

D d _> • ‘ who 
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who had revolted to Hyder, were at the fame '.
time reclaimed, and waited only a proper oppor­
tunity of renewing their peace with the Na­
bob. Thefuccefs of the Company’s arms againft
a force of fuch magnitude made every where the
flrongeft imrepffion in their favour. And a general
faith, in the various miracles formerly attributed to .
the operations of their arms, began to revive.

It was early in 1782 that the expedition againft
‘ the Dutch intereft and monopoly, Specially of

the fpice trade, in the valuable ifland.of Ceylon,
was conceived and executed. Sir Edward Hughds
was affifted in carrying on this enterprize, and fup-
plied by the general with five hundred volunteer
fepoys, and an officer and thirty artillery men, to
garrifon the fort, in cafe it fell into their hands.
After encountering a variety of impediments inci­
dent to that fpecies of fervice, and not a.little

' • etiquette between Sir Edward and the governor,
.who had been perfonally intimate, the place was at
length ftormed with fuccefs. - It contained a pro­
digious quantity of military ftores. Two fhips richly-
laden, with a number of fmaller veflels, were taken
in the harbour. Foui; hundred European military •
were made prifbners, and a few Malay officers.
Our lofs was very inconfiderable. The admiral
was much affected by the death of Mr. Long, a
young man of promifing talents, and his own fe-
cond lieutenant in the Superbe, who fell as he
led on. his company to the afiault. He applauded

• # ' - the
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the conduct both of the naval and marine officers, as
meriting peculiar diftinflion, but fpecified the fer-
vices of Major Geils, an engineer, as inftances of
the moft eminent and ufeful abilities. .. .. •
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C H APTER XI. . . •

Demands on the Rajah of Benares—He is charged with
Contumacy—The Governor-General viflts Benares—
The ■ Rajah is taken into Cuflody—The Sepoys and
Officers on that Service majfacred—He flies—His
Relation, and Enemy, fucceeds to the temporary. Ma­
nagement of the Zemindary—The Temerity and Re-
pulfe of Captain Mayaffre—The Governor-General
abandons his Quarters by Hight—1he Nabob Vi­
zier's Vifit—Mal-treatment of the Princtffes of
Oude, the Women of the Zenana, and the Royal
Offspring — Diflurbances in the contiguous Provinces

. — Military Operations — Government fettled —
Peace with Sindia—Booty feized by the Army.

All the refources of the company were unequal
to the coriftant and extraordinary difburfements,
which the hoftilities now raging, in almoft every
part of their poffeffions, occafioned. They grap­
pled with difficulties at prefent, which had oc- -
curred in no former period. All India was in
arms. The expulfion of ftrangers, who aimed
at univerfal empire, by a fyftem of uniform rapa­
city and ufurpation,- was an object which' roufed,
united, and fanctified their efforts. This general­
confederacy derived a frefh and formidable accef-
fion of ftrength and confequence from the de­
claration of a French war. The preffure of thefe
circumftances, by touching the inmoft fprings, and

‘ bring-
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bringing into aCtion all the latent'powers of govern-
mcP.c, produced a feries of extraordinary effects.

, It was aflumed, as an operative principle in poli­
tics, ' that the expenditure of a war eftablifhment
fhould be provided for by a revenue altogether .
new | that the fupreme council had a right to
make the ftate of the treafury the ftandard of
their pecuniary requifitions, and that public exi­
gence- was a fufficient plea for- private extor­
tion. \ ...... ,

- The zemindary of Benares, which includes alfo
the circars of-Gazypour and Chunar, conftituted a
part of the dominions of Oude, until the year 1774,
/when its tribute, or quit rent of twenty-four lack«,
was transferred to the Englifh. In the year 1778,
when the French war commenced, it was refolved,
that Cheit Sing, the Rajah of Benares, fhould be
required to Contribute an extraordinary iubfidy of
five lacks, to anfwer the additional expence occa-
■fioned by this emergency. Great objections was
raifed againft this demand. The Rajah, however,
confented to make the payment with a very ill
grace, and difeharged it with a worfe. Another
year, the fame requifition was renewed.} and,
though known to be extremely rich, Cheit Sing .
affected-to difpofe of his plate and jewels, as an
evidence how unable he was. to comply with the
■impofition. Two battalions of fepoys were there-’

. fore quartered in his dominions, and their pay
charged to his account, until he realized the ex­
pectations- of his fuperiors. The third year’s fub-

r D d 3 fidy
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fidy was not difcharged with more promptitude,

.And Similar means of coercion were adopted. -And
when one lack only had been produced, the Ra-

; jah wrote to the' governor-general, with his own
. hand, ftating the impoverished ftate of his irea-

fury and refources, and praying a remission of the
remainder till another year, when he promifed to
pay it with the ftipulated revenue. No anfwer was
made to this humble petition for indulgence, but a
frefh order was immediately prefented for a thou-
fand horfe.' It could hardly be expected that Such
a fupply could be readily obtained, where a yearly
.fubfidy of Sixty thoufand pounds had been extorted •
with fo much difficulty. And though the Rajah, in
.his remonftrance to Mr.. Haftings, aSferts, that
five hundred horfe, and as many barkund^Sfes, were
ready, "and at his fervice; we are, neverthelefs,
allured, in an authentic narrative of that tranfac-
lion, that no more than half that number was pro-

'.znifed, and not a Single horfe ever fent. Thus was
■ .the Rajah’s anxiety arid jealoufies of his own fafety

. < awakened. He was treated with- a fufpicion that
fuppreffed his confidence, and with a rigour that
tended unavoidably 'to relax his attachment. The
iron hand of oppreffion was Sketched forth, and he
found himfelf without the means either’of fatisfy-
irig'or refifting its grafp. Overwhelmed with ap-

_-prehenfion, it was natural to look out for ‘ fuch -a
- -protcdlion'as might fupply that which he fuppofed

•to be. withdrawn, to try whether the neighbour­
ring powers would not afford him an afylum .from

■ \ - the
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the tempeft that impended, or what jefounje he
might find among his countrymen againft the ma­
chinations -of implacable foreigners. A ftriking
coincidence took place, between his own expe­
rience and the general ideas then entertained of
the Britifli character. The name of Engliffiman
was now regarded, in almoft every part of India,
with execration. In the very dominions of their
allies, in Oude, in the circars, and in the Carna­
tic,- they were molt hated, only becaufe beft
known. Weary of the yoke that galled him, and
incenfed by a repetition of infult, it is not impro­
bable that Cheit Sing might correfpond with the
princes around him on the moft. likely means of ex­
tricating himfelf from his prefent embarrafiment,
fpeculate on terms of mutual fupport, or agree on
fuch a plan of general concert with them as promif-
ed the moft effectual protection to their refpeCtive
rights : that he.might even have written to the dis­
contented Begums of Oude, or caballed with the dif-
affeCted tributaries of"the Englifh. He has certainly
been- charged with having exhibited unequivocal
fymptGQTS of this feditious turn of mind in his own
conduct, but which -were obvious in a ftill higher
degree in the behaviour of his officers and his peo­
ple. Thefe faCts, however, are alledged without
any fpecification of dates, names, or circumftances;
9or even included in the written, complaints, which
were ftated againft, and font to him on the fpot.
Indeed, the expences of the war had become fo
enormous, and the means of ftill cairying it on had

- • ’. D d 4 drained 
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drained the .treafury to fuch a degree, that new
fources of fupply were become a matter of great
and preffing importunity. The wealth and impo­
tence of the Rajah might-now, therefore, point
him out as the proper and immediate object for
anfwering the public exigence.

During this ftate of affairs in the zemindary of
Benares, the governor-general went to vifit it in
perfon upon the 7th of Juy [1781]. ,He wifhed,
at the fame time, to reftore harmony in the pro­
vinces of Oude, and to procure as much money as
poffible. Colonel Muir was then negociating. a

' peace with Sindia,. and Mr. Haftings naturally ex-
jpefted that his approach might expedite the bufi-
nefs. ' The difappointment of aid from the Rajah,
even in a crifis of the greateft public diftrefs and
danger, did not affeft him fo much as thofe in-
ftances of contumacy and difobedience, which he

,' considered as proofs of a deliberate intention to
fubvert the Company’s authority, and to ereft his
own independency on its ruins. He adopted, at
the fame time, the report, that the Rajah inherited
immenfe wealth from his father Balwant Sing,
which was depofited in the two ftrong forts of Lut- '
teefpore and Bedjeygur, and annually augmented-;
that his military eftablifhment and flores were
preferved on the moft refpeftable footing; that his
firong holds were numerous, in good condition,
and well fupplied; that he maintained an inter-'

, courfe with fuch powers, 'as either were, or might
become enemies to the company; and that he was -

.. prepared
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prepared, for open revolt, and waited only for a
favourable opportunity of declaring -it. By his
agents and emiflaries in Calcutta he was alfo .
thought to have taken an aClive and decided part
againft the governor-general, in thofe Gontefts
which had long prevailed between him and his
colleagues is office. To this ftrenuous oppofirion.
to the cenfures incurred at home, by his delin- - .
quencies abroad, and to the .conftant and general
expectation in India, that he muft have been re­
called from the fervice of the Company, the go­
vernor-general roundly charged the whole of the’
Rajah’s mifconduCl. This was probably the crime
which he deemed the leaft pardonable, for which
he was’to be punifhed, as an example which juf­
tice and policy required; which was to render his
guilt the means of relief to the Company, and in
confequence of which a penalty was to be exaCted
from him, which he was well able to bear, and at
the expence of a fund deftined by him for purpofes-
of the moft dangerous tendency to the Britifli in-
tereft in thefe pans.

The governor-general’s progrefs up the Ganges
lafted near fix weeks; The Rajah was much alarm­
ed by this unexpected journey. He flirewdly
fufpeCied the governor was not cordially his friend.
His profligate relation Ouflaun Sing had for fome
time been much carefled at Calcutta. And he now
attended in the governor-general’s train. This
man, who had once been the bofom friend and chief
Kiinifter of the Rajah, had, by mal-adminiftation,
- • t ’ < ■ forfeited



4io TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.
forfeited the efteem of his mafter, and fquandercd
his fubitance by fuch an unprincipled life, that-he.
was at length banifhed the country. He had foon
returned, however, at the head of a moft profligate
bandittij who became fo numerous and formidable,
that, he was at length only expelled by a reinforce­
ment of the Company’s forces. The Rajah could
not but regard a man who had thus abufed his con­
fidence, defied his power, and outraged the tran­
quillity of his government, as his mortal enemy.
And what could he expert from the vifit of a fupe-
rior who fuffered his fuite to be difgraced by fq
abandoned a charACler! The Rajah, however,

■ with a great train of the principal people of his
country, met the governor-general at Buxar, on
the borders of Benares. The opinion, that this
fplendid retinue had been collected with an hoftile

. .intention, has been refuted by the event. ■ In.con-
fequence of this meeting, a fecond took place next
morning : A converfation occurred, which the two
parties.have related differently. ' The governor-

, general delivered his recollection of what happened
with much caution, difclaimed all pretentions to
CorreCtnefs; and, becaufe it made no part of his

r- plan, he confidered it as a contingency of no con-
fequence. He ftated, however, that Cheit Sing .
expreffed the greateft concern for the difpleafure he
had incurred, and fuch parts of his conduct as had
given offence, that he declared the zemindary, and
q'l he poffvffed, was at the difpofal.of the Com­
pany ; - that the prefence of Ouffaun Sing filled *
; ■ ’him
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.him-with the moft difirefling apprehenfiohs; and
that from an uncommon agitation of mind, or to
imprefs a ftrong opinion of his iincerity, he ac­
companied his words with the lingular action of
laying his turban in Mr. Haftings’ lap. In reply,
the governor-general difclaimed the idea of de-
fcending to .become a party in tire family alterca-
.tion of the Rajah, but avowed the higheft dif-
pleafure, in explicit and peremptory terms. He
.added,, that he had already been deceived by his
oaths and proteftations, and fhould not fuffer his
purpofe to be changed, or his duty to be over­
ruled, by any verbal conceflions whatever. ' But in
the Rajah’s manifefto the governor-general’s over­
tures are mentioned as peculiarly harlh and exorbi-'
tant. Having difcufled the fubjeft. of. the tribute, *
his profeflion of attachment and fidelity to the
Company, and his readinefs to comply with their
defires in every thing within his power, no lefs a

z fum than a.crore of rupees, or about one million
two hundred thoufand pounds fterling, was de­
manded as the price of forgivenefs and future fa-
,vour. The furrender of Bedjeygur, which he
calls “ his family refidence,..the depofit of-his
*e women and of his honour,” .was at the fame
.time required. To the firft of thefe demands he
pleaded abfolute inability 5 in reply to the fccond
he faid, for what he had done he fhould be pu-
niflied'by the forfeiture'of his domeftic' fandtuary,

- and branded with the infamy of having relinquilhed
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the facred depofit of his family and perfonal ho­
nour. '• - \ -i

When they arrived ’ at Benares, on the 14th of
, Auguft, the Rajah was forbid to wait on the go­

vernor-general, as he had intended, that evening,
•and defired to defer his future vifits until per-

, million was obtained, as fome matters were previ-
oufly to be fettled.- Next day Mr. Markham, the
refident at Benares, was dilpatched by the go­
vernor-general, with a paper, in which the feveral
charges againft him were ftated, and an immediate

' anfwer required. Had he wiflied to jrritate the
Rajah -by inventive, rather than to gain him to his '
purpofe by conciliating language and an affable
deportment, the means he purfued could not have
been more properly felefted. This extorted from
the Rajah an ample vindication' of his conducff.-
The non-payment of the extraordinary fubfidy he
attributes to circumftances which he could not pre­
vent or elude; that the failure of the remittance
to the army was the fault of thofe who were in-
trufted with the bufinefs ; that-the demands on him
for’cavalry were incapable of being literally ful- .
filled; that his communications on that fubjeft had
been neglected or difcredited; that he had an­
nounced to the refident his readinefs to detach, for
the fervice of the Company, five hundred horfe,
and as many militia, or irregular troops ; that he
had written an. account of thefe forces to the go-

. vernor-general, who he daily expected would have ~
fent fome direction for their difpofal; that no an- *

fwer
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fwer was returned to this letter any more than to
the former ; and that Mr. Markham and he re­
peatedly exprcflcd their mutual furprife at this fi- .
lence. He denies that any agents or emiflaries
were ever fent to Calcutta, or that any of his peo­
ple were there, except a few whom he named,
and who were openly employed on public bufinefs,
with the governor himfelf. -.Thefe, and other im­
putations of a fimilar nature, he avows to be the
calumnies of his enemies, who were bent on his
ruin 5 but he congratulated himfelf, that, the go­
vernor-general would now have an opportunity of
detecting the falfehood on the Ipot. That robberies
and murders were committed in his country with
impunity, was -an allegation equally unfounded.
He was careful to punifh every fuch crime, and no
culprit ever could elude juftice by other means
than abandoning the country.

This anfwer, though couched in language the .
moft humble and fubmiffive, was confidered by the
governor-general as an infult of the higheft and
moft offenfive kind, not fo much a vindication of.
the Rajah, as a recrimination on himfelf; and mo­
ther a letter of defiance, than a r'eprefentation which
betrayed any fenfe of mifcondudt,. or facilitated
the return of friendfhip.. He admits that fome of - »
the Rajah’s letters might not have been anfwered $
but adds, in a tone of fuperlative ftatelinefs, that it

• - was the Rajah’s duty to obey the pofitive and re-
-peated orders which he had received, and “ not

- “ tQ wafte his time with letters of excufe, to cavil
7. • - • with
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“ with his anfwers for evafion, or with his filence
“for delays.” Moderation in power was not then
the charatfteriftic virtue of thefupreme government.

’ ■ - , And much delicacy was not to be expected in the-
. exercife of a delegated authority, by the agent of

. • Britifh merchants to the prince of Benares.
,'.i ■ ; ' - The governor-general deemed it impolitic,

either to leave him in the full exercife of powers,
1 : / which he had thus obvioufly abufed, and which

he apprehended might ftill be employed to the
inoft dangerous purpofes, or to deveft him entirely

■ ’ of the zemindary, though juftifiable on the grounds
' he had ftfted, as this might have appeared too

. • fevere, and rendered the company’s government
Obnoxious to cenfure. By laying the perfon of the

. Rajah under arreft, he expected to avoid both ex-
■,1 - ’ , tremes. The Rajah’s palace was fituated on the

. • banks of the Ganges, on the fame fide with the
city of Benares,' and about two miles diftant. Mr,
Markham was inftrufled to proceed early in the
morning, with only his accuftomed guard, that it
might appear no more than a common vifit, and ,
there to put him under arreft, and require his im­
mediate fubmiflion, in the governor-general’s name,

. and to keep him in cuftody until he received fur­
ther orders. Two company’s of fepoys from Major.
Popham’s detachment were ordered to follow and

- fupport the refident in the execution of thisdelicate
fervice. • " • ' - ' • • •

The Rajah made no refiftance, but refigned'
. himfelfto his fate, with perfe# fubmiffion to the

. ... > .... refident’
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refident’s authority. He was ready to obey what­
ever the governor-general fliould prescribe. His
entire zemindary, his.forts, and his treafure, were
at his fervice, and even his life if demanded. But
he felt the ignomy to which he was expofed by thie
public difgrace. He trufted his youth and inex­
perience would be fome appology ,for*fuch  of his
'errors as had given moft offence. He begged the
refident would make a juft reprefentation of his
obedience, and plead for him, that, in confidera-
tibn of his father’s name, he might obtain his free­
dom on proving the fincerity of his offers. Thefe
fubmifiions he repeated in a letter to the govenor-
general, which he concluded, by faying,. “ What-
“ ever may be your pleafure, do if with your own
“ hands. I am your Have, What occafion can.
“ there be fora guard?” -

Other letters, replete with the fame deipon-
dency, foon followed Mr. Markhaifa. The goyer-
nor-general’s feelings, regulated as they were by

■the niceft policy, for the firft time were fo fax
touched by the misfortunes of the Rajah, that he
thought it neceffary to alleviate his apprehenfions, .
By a fhort note, informing him, that all parti­
culars fliould be explained in the -afternoon, and
defiring him to let his mind be at reft, and not to
conceive any terror or difmay.

- The Rajah had been early cautioned againft
fuffering his people to behave in an unquiet or dif-

, orderly manner, as any attempt to refeue him
would inevitably precipitate his ruin. The refi­

dent 
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dent left him in the cuftody of Lieutenant Stal­
ker, who commanded his own guard, and of the
Lieutenants Scot and Sims, who led the two
grenadier companies of fepoys. Thefe officers
were inftrudled to difarm all his fervants, but to
allow him any eight or ten domeftics whom he
might prefej, for the attendance of his perfon.
Thefe were to be fhewn to the fepoys, that no de­
ception might be practicable. Nor was the Rajah
to be refufed any requeft confiftent with the fecu-
rity of his perfon. Fortunately for Markham, the ■
preparation of his inftruCllons confiderably delayed
his return to the palace. On the oppofite 'fide of
the river-, and at no great diftance, was fituated '
Ramnagur, the common refidence of the family.
It was a pile of building which anfwered the dou­
ble purpofe of a palace and a fortrefs. A few addi­
tional out-works had been made to it of late years,
and. by degrees a very populous and compaCl town
furrounded it. A ftanding garrifon was. kept in
this place after the manner of all eaftern princes.
.The refidence of the court had produced the
town and occafioned the garrifon, and the inha- •'
bitants were violently attached to the prince, from
the mildnefs of his manners, and the lenity of his
government. Before Markham could , fet out, in­
telligence was received, that large bodies of armed
men had croffed the river from Ramnagur, and
proceeded dire&ly to the palace where the prince
was in cuftody. i Our fepoys were in the fquam
which furrounded the Rajah’s apartments, but had,

. . ' ' • • - by
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. ‘by fome unaccountable inadvertence, left their am.

munition behind. This circumftance was no fooner
known to Major Popham, than he difpatched ano­
ther-company to reinforce the two former, and to '
fupply them with ammunition. 'But all the ave- -
nues of the palace were fo crowded and choked

. up by multitudes and armed men, determined to -
prevent accefs, that the attempt was immediately
relinquithed as impradlicable. The appearance of
this party probably inflamed the populace, as the
attack of the grenadiers in the fquare certainly
commenced on their arrival. Thefe men, defti-
tute of their ufual means of defence, were an eafy
prey to fuperior numbers, who in an inftant cut
moft of the party to pieces. Eighty-two were -
killed on the fpot, and ninety-two fo defperately
wounded, that the condition of the living was much
lefs enviable than that of the dead. The three
Britifh officers, who were faid to have made a moft
vigorous refiftance, were found mangled in the moft
fhocking manner, and. lying near each other.

The Rajah naturally expected that his life
Would be made to pay for the temerity of his peo­
ple. In the midft of the tumult, and overwhelmed
.by the terrors of a fcene fo little expected, he
was hurried away, however, by his attendants and
friends, through a wicket on the garden fide, which
led to the river, where, from the fteepnefs of the
bank, he was let down.into a boat by a number
of turbans tied together, and conveyed to the other
fide. The authors of his refcue.fecm to have

E e ■ a£ied 
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adled only from impulfe, without fyftem or cond
cert. They had no other object than his mere
efcape, and followed him in that tumultuous con-
fufion which generally diferiminates a mob under
the direction of no fuperior. The additional com­
pany of fepoys, who had been prevented entering,
now pufiied their way as the crowds, decreafed^ ’
Even then fo fmart a feuffle enfued, that Birrel,
who commanded them, had thirty of his men kill­
ed or wounded. .Major Popham, who had been en­
camped about two miles diftant, foon after arrived
at the head of his detachment, and could only la­
ment a catafirophe which it was not in his power
.either to alleviate or revenge. ' -

The whole affray is attributed by Cheit Sing,
to the brutality of a fervant belonging to the
refident, who, being formerly in his fervice, was
difmiffed with difgrace, and, owing the prince a
grudge, took this opportunity of treating him in-
lolendy. His people, enraged by the temerity of
fo contemptible a wretch, and the degradation of a .
chief whom they loved and adored, refented the
outrage, which however feems to have originated '
and fubfided with ■ the feelings or pardxyfm of the
moment. The governor-general was lodged in a

i villa adjoining to the fuburbs of Beriares. The
whole of -his guard did not exceed fifty or fixty
fepoys. Had the Rajah been ferioufly determined
on refining the Company’s authority from the be­
ginning, the governor-general might have been
.immediately and cafily difpatchtd. However de-

- - 5 ‘ fe olive
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fc<fti've thefe people - are prefumed to be in mili­
tary, political,- or legiflative fcience, they are al­
lowed to be Angularly artful. . And, in fail, their
fchemes of treachery and aflaffination are for the.
moft part fo well contrived £s generally to fuc-
ceed. The fuppofition, that an infu.rreflion was
ferioiifly intended, i§ confequently' repugnant to,
what has been always underftood, the well known
and eftablifhed character of the natives. - The gover-

- 'nor-general feems indeed to have executed this ro­
mantic expedition with a rafhnefs which moft men- •
betray,; when the immediate gratification of fome
ftrong and prevalent paffion is in view. In a place -
fo full of inhabitants, and where the native fovereign
is an object of univerfal attachment and veneration,
it was not likely all this -violence ihould be done
without.popular commotion, or that his name or
fituation alone would- carry, into a country fix
hundred miles-.from the feat of government, all its
authority and effect, without fuch an army as might
"enforce his meafures. . - ■

■ The Rajah, like all weak minds under the in-
•fluence of terror and furprife, conceived no better
^.means of fafety than in diftance from the fcene ,
of danger.- Trufting the recovery of that fortune,
which was already loft, to time and contingency,
he fled from Ramnagur in the middle of the fame
night. Such effects as could be conveniently moved,

. fucha troops as were aflembled, and fuch of his
family as .were prefent, he carried with him. The
palace was left in the cuftody of its own fmall fta-
tionary garrifon, He took immediate refuge in

- - E e 2 Luttecfpore,’
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Lutteefpore, a place of great flrength. Mean
while the governor-general appointed Ouflaun Sing
to the adminiftration of the revenues, and pro­
claimed the appointment through the city of Be­
nares, at the fame time that meflengers were dis­
patched to announce this event in every part
of the country. From the obvious temper of the

- people, and the nature of the arrangements which
bow became necefiary, the troops were ordered
from all their contiguous Rations, without delay, to
Benares. It was fortunate fucha precaution had
been taken; for, • on the fecond day after the Ra-

/ jah’s flight, a chofen warrior and confidential chief
of the family arrived, with a body of troops, to
proted Ramnagur. An emergency fo perfectly
unexpected made it necefiary, by all poffible
means, to expedite the arrival of the forces. Orders
were immediately difpatched for that purpofe, and
Captain Mayafire, who had the command, was •
direded to avoid every thing like hoftility, and to
halt in a fecure. fituation at fome diftance, -that the
troops might be kept colleded and ready, until Ma­
jor Popham had taken his meafures and the com­
mand. The officer however, who led on the party,
marched diredly forward, regardlefs of the remon-
ftrances made by thofe who afted under him, and
defpifing an enemy of which he had no knowledge.

/Here followed a fecond mafiacre, flill more dread­
ful than the firft. They -were foon involved in nar­
row ftreets and winding lanes, fired upon from all
directions, and flaughtered in heaps, by a fevere
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and invifible enemy. Captain Doxat, who led the
attack, inftantly fell, with twenty-three of his men.
The detachment under the conduit of Captain
Blair, who-followed, were not much longer in ac-

. tion, when fifty-feven men were killed, and nearly
as many wounded. Not lefs than a hundred and
feven men were loft, and nearly as many grievouf-
ly mangled; by this temerity. Captain Mayaftre
did not furvive the cataftrophe. The Rajah’s peo­
ple were naturally elated by thefe fuccefles. Nor
was the governor-general intimidated. The re-
fources of his genius have in general been equal to
the obftacles with which he' grappled. Difpatches
were prepared, and fent in multiplied copies to all

• the military ftations-within reach, for immediate
fuccour to the treafury of Oude for money, and to
the camp of Chunar, for all the troops that could be
fpared. But the country, fey this time, was every
where hoftile, and in arms againft the Englifh.
No communication could take place; and of the
-numerous meflengers occupied on this emergency,
few reached their deftination. .

The governor-general had taken up his rcfi-
dence in Mahdoodafs’s gardens, which were fitu-

, ated in the heart of the fuburbs of Benares. This
place confifted of many detached buildings within
one large iriclofure. 't'he whole was alfo fur-
rounded with houfes and trees, in fuch a n\anner
as to intercept all outward profpetft. Expofed by
the nakednefs of the place, the want of a force
‘adequate to its protection, the .turbulence of its

£ e 3 vicinity, 
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vicinity, and the apprehenfion of an aflault from,
the proximity of an enemy, rapidly increafing; and
rendered defperate, from the certainty that they.
coxild, have no fafety but in fuccefs ; an immediate
retreat was now perhaps the mbft eligible meafure
in their power. This they commenced in the.

,;i  evening, and accompliihed without moleftation by
next morning, when they arrived with all their
baggage and attendants at Chunar. The wound­
ed fepoys -were however left behind, in whofe
favour Mr. Haftings wrote to. the. .Nabob Saa-

■ - d.ut Ally, .requeuing him that he would take
them under his care and protection. But the hu­
manity of the Muflulman had taught him to anti-

r ' v cipate the governor’s; defir,e..- The kindnefs of
this generous ftranger was extended to thefeun?

.^fortunate men the moment he knew of their con?
> .dition. His feeling heart fympathized with- their

fufferings, at .the.fame time that his judgment con­
demned the policy that produced them. He vi-
fited them in perfon,. he fupplied them with pro^
.vifions, he gave them money, he ordered furgeons
to attend them, and as fopn as they could be re­
moved he brought them to his own quarters.
.Thefe interefting attentions were performed at a
time when the Company’s credit was confidered,
among the natives, as precarious j when the odium
raifed againft its fervants was prevalent and uni?

 verial ; when Hyder Ally triumphed in the Carna­
tic ; and when the fupreme government had be-

.come contemptible from grofs violations .of faith;
. ... - abortive
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abortive ambition, and aflumptions which it could’
not realize. In this good man, thefe wretched fol-
diers, though wounded, fighting.againft a caufc in
which he was much interefted, and now in the cus­
tody of their enemies, found a friend. Such are the
offices of kindnefs, for which our countrymen have
fo generally ftigmatized the Indians as barbarians I

Benaram Pundit, the Berar Vakeel, on.the -
’ very' evening of the retreat, had come to vifit the

' governor-general. All was in diforder and confufion
when he entered the gardens. He proceeded how­
ever with the crowd, and, notwithflanding extreme
•corpulence and great age, was difcovered march­
ing on foot, in company with his brother, and
without a fingle attendant.- They continued at
Chunar until the governor-general was enabled to
return to Benares. He even offered, without ap­
plication, all the ready money he poffefied, which
was a lack, of rupees in filver, at a time when the
governor-general was exceedingly diftreffed.

All this while the Rajah Cheit Sing was incefl-
v fant in his application for an amicable adjuftment

of paft differences. He complained of the extre­
mities to which he was driven, and perfifted in
protefting his abfolute incapacity to . retrain the
fury of his people. The very morning after the
affair at Ramnagur, in which fo many of our
troops were .deftroyed, propofals for an accommo­
dation were offered. But Mr. Haftings fecms to
have obftinately adhered to one inflexible plan of.

.unqualified feverity. He■ would not even con-
- - > E e 4 • 7*  ■ defeend
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defcendto anfwer theRajah’s letters, ibme of which
procured fo little attention, that he neither recollects

■ their dates, nor the time of their.delivery, A fuperci-.
lious confcioufnefs of fuperioty, a haughty diftance,
Or an ominous referve, involved the whole of thefe
violent tranfaCiions into fuch perplexity and ob-
fcurity, as are not accountable on the common

* principles of human conduct. His confident and e
treafiarer, Cantoo Bauboo, was however permitted
to confer on the ftate’ of affairs with Cheit Sing’s
Vakeel, or envoy, Mirza Abdoola Beg. It is not
very eafy tb afllgn any reafpn whatever for this
permifiipn, as the conference produced no effeCt,
though the Rajah not only’ exculpated himfelf
from the outrages which had been corrimitted at
the. palace, imputing the whole to the refident's
fervant, but made ■ an abfolute furrender of all he
had, and offered to depend entirely on the govern
nor’s generofity, for every indulgence to which he
might think him entitled. Cheit Sing being re­
duced to the necefilty of taking up arms in his own
defence, it was an obvious ftep, io the progrefs of
'the tragedy, firft to. pronounce him a rebel, and
then to profcribe him as an pbjeCt unworthy of all
further protection, and with whom it was no longer
Competent for the ftate to treat,

It was about this time that the governor-gene-s
ral experienced new embarraffment from the VU
zier’s determination of vifiting him atChunar, The
dominions of Oude at this moment were in a ftate
of almoft actual rebellion, The pppreffions which-,

■" • they
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they fuffered from the influence of the Company’s
fervants were become altogether intolerable. In- :
deed, the contagion had fpread through all the
neighbouring countries, but efpecially in fuch ’ i
places as were under the immediate influence of j
the Begums. Thefe princefles, who refided. at Fy- •
zabad, on the river Dewa, the fecond capital of" ' j

. the Vizier’s dominions, were faid openly to efpoufe
the caufe of Cheit Sing, and even to permit their
own officers to join in attacking the Englifh. The .
whole provinces, ftretching towards the mountains,
were up in arms, and ready to rifle every thing for ■
expelling the Englifh. Colonel Hannay, with two
battalions of regular fepoys, was ftationed in thefe -
parts; And fuch was the popular indignation and
refentmenf againft the Englifh intereft, that he -
was repeatedly attacked, furrouhded, and many of
his troops cut to pieces ; that the zemindars in- . •/
ftigated their dependents to outrage 5 and that it • !■
was with the greateft difficulty Major Hannay was
enabled to make his efcape. In the midft of thefe . i ’
difturbances, and while the neareft and moft dis­
tant diftrids of his territories were embroiled, Af- ' ' •
foph ul Dowlah came to pay his refpefts to the go­
vernor-general, It was difficult to treat a perfon

. of fuch diftin&ion as a friend, at the fame time
that he was fufpefted for an enemy. And the . j
darkeft defigns had been infinuated to the gover- '
nor-general as the efficient caufe of this jour­
ney, .. It was even propofed, that the perfon
of the former fhould be efcorted, during the in- \*

terview,
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terview, by ftich a guard as might operate as a fuf-
ficient check againft all the machinations-of the
latter. The prefence of the Vizier indeed would

i .. bring a frelh accefilon qfcredit to the defperate fi-
tuatioh of the Company ’s affairs in the revolted pro-

• ptnces. His troops, though a rabble, might alfo
.rend to keep the country in awe, and divert the
enemy’s attention and operations. But the go­
vernor-general difliked the advantage which the

. ’ Nabob might derive from that circumftance. Nor
- ' did he wifh for any other affiftance than the Com­

pany’s troops, to fuppreis a rebellion immediately
; - againft their own authority.

, It was under thefe apprehenfions that Governor
- ' Haftihgs endeavoured, by letter, to difluade the

Nabob from the vifit he intended, and that he
.urged his return to his own capital, prbmifing to

. * Vait upon his Excellency there, as foon as the
troubled ftate of Benares permitted. .The Nabob,
however, perfifted in his refolution of demonftrat-

/ing his zeal and attachment. He profecuted his
journey with an expedition proportionate to the de­
licacy of Mr. Tlaftings in.diffuading him from it.
Their meeting was apparently agreeable to both,
and the greateft cordiality fubfifted between them

. . during the whole time it lafted.
: o The fpirit of infurrecftion, which now raged .fo

fiercely‘in-the province of Benares, effected all the
frontier countries under the Company’s govern­
ment, that were lituated in the neighbourhood.
Not only one half of the kingdom of Oude ftrug-



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 42?
gled to fupprefs the Engliih. influence, but various
diflri&s in Bahar were alto very ferioufly embroiled.
Men were every where openly levied for the fer-
yipe of the infurgents*  The Sarum circar, one of
the largeft, divifions of that province, was power­
fully invaded apd laid defolate by Hutteh Shaw, a
chief of confiderablp cpnfequence in thefe parts,
?nd who was fupported by Cheit Sing. Indeed, -
the whole functions of government; were for the pre­
fent fufpended. The fcramble for property, and
even exiftence, became general. Anarchy efta-
blifhed all her horrors on a momentary- annihilation
pf order.; In fuch a fcene of hoftility,' all intel­
ligence from the adjacent copntries was cut off;
2nd th,e governor-general, fhut up in the fort of
.Chunar, knew but little either what were the effects
of his orders, the fituation of thefprces, or the fata
pf his meflengers, ..

Cheit Sing, in the mean time;. delineated his
fituation to the furrounding princes, in a manifefto,
which, for juftnefs of conception.and fimpHcity of
language would, not have difgraced the page of a
Livy. After narrating his father’s conduit and his
own ; regretting, in the bittereft terms, their un­
natural partialities for.ftrangers, who had thus re­
quited their kindnefs with ingratitude.and treachery;

. ’ and urging them to unite .as in a common caufe,
and expel or exirpafe thofe ufurpers, whom no ac-
quifitioris could fatisfy or .treaties bind': he gives a
contrail: of the country, under his authority, and
.that of the Company. It is. a picture which be-

: — * . • - tray$ 
1
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betrays the hand of a mafter, “ Look” fays, he “ to

. *e my deftrifts, look to theirs. The different afpefts-
“ they exhibit mark the limits of them more than
“ the boundaries prefcribed by nature or aru
“ My fields are cultivated, my towns and villages
“ full of inhabitants, my country is a garden, and

my fubjecffs are happy. The principal merchants
'te in India, from the fecurity of my government,

te refort to my capital, and make it their refi-
“ dence. It is the bank of India, and contains
t£- the treafures of the Maratttos, the Jaits, the

' f * Saiks, the native and the European nations. It is
“ here the orphan and the widow depofit their all,

■ fc and find a certain afylum from avarice and ra-
pacity. 'The traveller and the ftranger, from

ff one end of my country to the other, lay down
“ their burthens and fleep in fecurity. In the Com-
“ -pany’s provinces, famine and mifery ftalk hand

in hand through uncultivated fields and deferred .
<e villages. There you meet only the aged and
<c infirm, who are unable to flee, or robbers pre- .

. pared to feize or kill! When Englifhmen paffed
through my country, every kindnefs was fliewn

“ them, and all their wants fupplied. The very
“ baggaSe was taken from the backs of their cool-
(i lies, and carried for them from village to village.
tc My officers every where • attended, to accom-
ce. modate them with neceffaries and carriage at

my expence, and perform all their orders as
they were my own. Aik my people, if-any

(C of them met with fuch treatment in the countries
■ - . -'.. “ under -
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tx under the Company’s management. Were they
“ not almoft continually robbed, and in danger of
“ their lives ?” , . ’ ‘ •

The head quarters was now at Chunar, a fort
. fituated.on the fouth.fhofe of the' Ganges. - TThe

enemy’s chief ftrength was encamped at Pateetah,
feven miles to the fouthward, in the direit way to
the pafs Suckroot, and the ftrong hold of Lutteef-
pore. Popham’s detachment was pofted about a
mile from town, between the fort and the enemy.

Lieutenant Polhill, who arrived on the 27th of
Auguft, with fix companies of fepoys from the .
Nabob Vizier’s body gua'rd, encamped on the other
fide of the river, and had a ikirmifli with a firong -
party of. the enemy, at Seeker, a town and fort
which lay within fight of Chunar. Polhill prevailed,
and a large quantity of grain, much wanted by our
forces at that time, fell into their hands. Nor were the
detachment under Blair, whom Popham fenttofur--
prife the camp at Pateetah, lefs fbccefsful, though

• their victory was dearly earned. The enemy’s camp
was in fad! abandoned, but they were drawn up,
and waiting the. attack a mile beyond it, in a man- .
nef moft determined, 'and in an order that -was not
expelled. The fepoys.under the command of Blair,
doubly fortified as they were by the mechanifm of
difcipline, and their confidence in European officers,
met with a reception fo vigorous and defperate, that
they were inftantly broke and thrown into confufion.
The fpirited attack of lieutenants Fallon andBirrel,
at the head of two companies of grenadiers, upon

- ' the 
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the enemy's cannon, was what fayed the detach­
ment, and turned the fortune of the day. ’ On our
fide, however, one fourth of the whole were killed
and wounded. It Was at the fame time an advan­
tage, and. contributed to reftore that credit and
fpirit which our army had in fome degree loft by.

• the late difafter at Ramnagur. .
“ About a week after this action, Major Crabbe
appeared on the fhore oppofite to Chunar, with
two regiments of fepoys, two companies of Euro­
pean infantry, and thirty European artillery men,
four fix-pounders, one howitz, tumbrils, ammuni­
tion, draft and carriage cattle, and every other
provifion neceflary for immediate fervice. This
detachment had been fent by ColonelMorganj to
whom the governor-general had difpatched feve-
ial exprefies for this purpofe, but which Morgan’S

' zeal had anticipated. For the greater expedition,
fchey had proceeded by Water down the Ganges,
though much retarded on their cojarfe to Illahabad
by ftrong adverfe winds. Here the major difem-
barked both men and ftores, and proceeded the
reft of the way by land. ' - • u

It was on the following day [the i rth of Sep­
tember] that Afibph- ul Dowlah, Nabob Vizier of
Oude/ arrived and took his ftation on the oppofite
fhore. The communication between him and Mr.'

, Haftlngs was immediately opened, and fubfift'ed
for fome time with all the circunftances of fupe-
riority on the one fide, and degradation on the
other, which ufually diftinguilh the intercourfe of

•' • a chief
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a chief and his vaflal. Unfortunately; the influence
which the governor-general poflefled in the coun­
cils of this pufillanimous prince was followed'by a
feries of the moft dreadful conferences to Tome of ■ ‘
his neareft relations. •' ■ • ' •' . - ' <•

Aflbph ul Dowlah had taken and continued id
his pay a certain number of our regular troops,
intrufted to the Britifh refident at’ his court the
entire management of all his affairs; foreign and
domeftic, and gradually become, efpecially in thd
adminiftration of his revenues, both in fubftancd
and effedl, as well as in general repute and" eftima-
tion, a mere tributary of the Company. He was,
jn fa 61, fo materially and abfolutely under the
control of their fervants, that, in the opinion of
the native powers, 'the honour of Great Britain
flood pledged for every ail of his government. His.
mother and grand-mother were left' by his fat '
ther, the fon of the one and hufband of the othfery
iii truft of‘certain treafures in money, fome valu­
able moveables, and - feveral landed eflates, for , . ■ j
fupporting their own dignity, and the honourable
maintenance of two thoufand perfons—his women;
a numerous offspring and their dependents.’ The

‘Nabob,- on finding himfelf in deep’arrears to hri
hew’ mafl^rs,’ Was inftigatcd by the creatures, in
\vfiofe Cuftody they had placed him, to’ extort, un­
der a; variety of pretexts, feveral large fums from
his aged parents, amounting in,*  all to fix hundretl
and thirty thoufand pounds. ‘They would not, ...
however, pay the laft of thefe fums, but on cef-
' ‘ ' ' ■ . . Cain
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tain terms. To fecure the fcanty remains of what
had been folemnly bequeathed to them by the will
of the late Vizier, that his fon, on no account
whatever, fhould molefl: them by any further claims,
and well knowing whence all his former exactions
and (eventies originated, they demanded that this
family compact fhould be guaranteed by the go­
vernor and council-general. A-treaty of this kind,
involving thefe conditions, was accordingly ex­
ecuted -with every poflible formality, between the
Nabob and his parents, and guaranteed by the
Britifh refident at Oude, under the authority, and
with the exprefs confent of the.fupreme' govern­
ment. .. • . • . . .

Notwithftanding a covenant thus folemnly rati­
fied, the facred inheritance of thefe venerable
perfonages was ultimately alienated to gratify the
rapacity of our countrymen. It. was at Chunar,
and during, this vifit of the Nabob to Mr. Haft-
ings, that a fecret treaty took place between them,
which produced all thofe infamous transitions, to
which the fubfequent difhonours of the royal family
of Oude were owing. .In this myfterious negocia-

. tion, the Nabob was authorifed and ftimulated to
confifcate, for his own convenience, the patrimo­
nial inheritance of his kindred, the very lands
allotted for the fubfiftence of his parents. The
only equivalent allowed the perfons, thus robbed of
their all, was a penfion, amounting only to the het
rent of their refpeitive property. Nor did even
this indulgence extend beyond the few for whom

. ■ • < the - -
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the Company were bound in the late treaty. No
fecurity was ftipulated for the payment of the pen-
lions, nor any compenfation- provided for thofe'
who had none.. The miferable pretext for this '
wanton violation of faith and duty was a right in
the Nabob,, which", according, to the Mahommedant
law, gave him a titlei. as it was alledged, to-what
he thus’ engaged to feize by force. A claim-
which, however equivocal-,: the governor-general
eftablifhed, in direft defiance to-the'obligation-td-
which the Nabob had fo recently acceded-, and-
afled upon,-without either fubmitting, the matter
to' the confideratiori of the- board-, or apprifing the
parties, thus petfonally injured; that- they might?
have tfecourfe to- whatever, mode of redrefs their
helplefsSituation would permit. A Britiflimagiftrate*
even proftituted the facred commifiion of- his-Brf-
tannic Majefty, by Hooping at this- Very moment;
to the bafe employment of an informer, in-collefting
a body-pf liear-fay evidence and vaguereport,-ia-
an e'xra-judicial.capacity-, for the purpofeof cover? .
ing the cruelties that were preparing as-implements
of extortion, by an attempt to convert two. aged
women of engaging in a plot for the-depofitionof
their fon and -fovereign,. and the extirpation of- the
Englifh nation. . ; • . . . . ..

Some feeble ftruggles of nature in the breaft of-thd
Vizier were the only obftacles which • oppofed - the .
execution of this inhuman projefb But the"gover­
nor-general was not .to be ’ diverted from a puifuit
thus: advantageous,; by the- fqueamifii- remon-

F £ Frances 
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flrances of unavailing fenfibility. The relenting
heart of a fon, againft involving the authors of his
being in immediate want, was not a confideration
to be putin competition with the gratification of
revenge,, the requifitions of avarice, or the favage
propenfities of a defpot. The Nabob propofed to'
feize the treafures of his mother, rather than be
acceffary to an alienation of what he had fo lately
and fblemnly engaged to preferve. This alterna­
tive was readily adopted, though it did not after­
wards even prevent the refumption of thofe lands,.
in lieu of which it was offered. The outrages,
perpetrated.in accomplifhing thefe nefarious ob­
jects, implicated fuch an excefs of cruelty,as ne­
ver has been furpaffed fince the days of Claudius
Ne^o. The confidential fervants or minifters of
thefe illuftrious females were feized, imprifoned,
and treated like common felons. They remained
in fetters for near twelve months, and owed their
releafe at laft to the humanity of Mr. Briftow. It
fared no better with the women of the Zenana, 
though they had been left to Mr. Haftings? fpecial
protection by the dying requeft of the late Vizier.'
They were fhut up in the palace of-Fyzabad, and
guarded by a number of regular fepoys, under the
command of an Englifh officer. After undergoing
incredible hardlhips and' infults, the fubfidy appro-
propriated for their fubfiftence was diminifhed.
They foon became in want of common necefiaries.
Prcffed by hunger anddefpairx they baffled the af- j
fiduity of their guards, abandoned their apartments,

. and



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 43$
and, in a condition the moft abjeft and degrading
to the Tex in that country, burft into the market
place. They were however inftantly remanded to
the Haram, and the royal offspring of Sujah ul
Dowlah, the fecond prince in the empire of Indof-
tan, were actually beat with bludgeons by a relent- '
lefs foldiery in the fervice of the Eaft India Com­
pany. Nor will it beeafy to account for the ex- •
quiiite diftrefs to Which two thoufand perfons were

' thus reduced, except on the fhocking fuppofition,
that a ferious defign had been fomewhere formed
of ftarving them to death.

Four.-regiments and one battalion of fepoys,
three European companies, one of grenadiers, one
light infantry, one French rangers, fix companies of
the Nabob’s body guards, and thirty artillery-men,
were now affembled under the command of Major
Popham. Daily reinforcements wej-e pouring in
from every quarter, and a force was immediately
muftered, • more than equal to any army which the
enemy‘ could' bring againft them. The Rajah’s
troops, Tegular and irregular, did not much exceed
feven thoufand effective men. A prodigious rab­
ble, haftily affembled by various chiefs in the neigh­
bourhood, increafed the number, but added little.
to the ftrength of this unwieldy body. . The Ra­
jah himfelf feems to have been .totally unqualified
for war. ' His officers were equally deftitute of a
military education, his foldiers were without dis­
cipline, add his councils were pusillanimous and

v Vndecifive.
' F f 2 He
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. ■ He feemed. fenfible, however, that he had to con­
tend with troops greatly fuperior to his own, and
for that reafon was inclined to negociate rather
than to fight." And, notwithftanding- all his former
attempts had utterly proved abortive, he renewed
his application to the governor-general^ whom he
importuned by variety of letters, written in a ftile

. peculiarly abjedt. But he was ftill repulfed with
an infolence, in proportion as he difcovered the
mortification which it was natural to feel in that
Hate of degradation to which he was reduced.
Mr. Barnet and Cantoo Baboo, his prifoners, in­
terceded for him, though without effedt. Ma­
ny of his letters were it feems loft-or deftroy-
ed; they were faid. to be all fubftantially the
fame, and only replete with acknowledgments of
fubmiffion, proteftations of innocence, • and ftrong
profeflions of fincerity for reconcilement He de­
clared in very folemn terms that he had no fhare
in the mafiacre at. the palace; that- he had in no
inftance been the aggreflbr ; that all his fufferings
were on his part unmerited; and that he was ftill
ready to prove his allegations; to renew, to demon-
ftrate, and to preferve his allegiance. He made
no fcruple at the fame " time of avowing the nu­
merous and powerful refburces on which he placed
his laft dependence.- Earneft as he evidently was.
in this critical correfpondence, the governor-gene­
ral perfevered in that contumelious filence, .which
fo habitually characterizes • the arrogance of the
fining in their intercourfe with the-weak. He was

* foliar 
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felicitous only to make the Rajah fenfible of their
different fituations; that he had affumed a language
which in his circumftances was rather prcfumptuous
than conciliating; and that he did not yet appear.
.fufficiently confcious of their prefent inequality. .

Haftings now found himfelf in a capacity to ac-
compliffi every object he had in view. The troops, -
from various fuccefs in feveral ikirmifhes which had
lately happened, and the reinforcements which
were inceffantly increaling their number-, were in
high fpirits. The officers were all of tried bravery
and /kill in their profeffion.- The enemy , were
contemptible. The only impediments which feem­
ed infuperable, were the ftrong places, which in

. general were ftill in the enemy’s poffeffion. Ramna-
gur was however fuprifed by a ftratagem, con­
ceived and carried into execution by the treachery
and dexterity of a native. This was at one and
the fame time to reduce Pateetah, and fecure the
pafs of Suckroot. The’enterprize at both places

. was equally fuccefsful. The Rajah found himfelf,
notwithftanding the ftrength of the fort of Lutteef- - ■
pore,'where he was, involved in circumftances of the
moft Imminent perfonal danger. The pafs of Suck­
root was barricaded in his rear, while Popham, at
the head of a powerful body of forces, clofed him
in front. Thus befet, his only fafety depended
upon flight; but in what road or paffage could he
•'efcape the vigilance of an enemy who had .already
penetrated the Inmoft recedes of the mountains.!
Encouraged however by a few of his moft faithful

’ . . - F f 3 -and



438 TRANSACTION’S IN INDIA.
and intrepid adherents, he had the good fortune
to elude his purfuers, and, by a circuitous fweep
over a variety of hills and fwamps, he recovered
the road fome miles beyond Suckroot. > .He then
made his way to Bedjeygur, with all the caution
•and expedition in his power. His misfortunes,
brought in this manner to a crifis, extinguifhed in
one moment all that rage for infurrection, which
the commencement of his fufferings had occafioned
and excited. The unwieldy multitude, after pil­
laging the defencelefs inhabitants of Lutteefpore,
difperfed every man to his own home. The con-
teft was at an end. Further exertions were deemed
no longer neceflary than other booty and more -ad­
vantages-were expedited. To men in a Rate of
vafialage, and acting only from intereft, a change
of mafters can be of little importance. *

In confequence of thefe events, the country im­
mediately refumed its former tranquillity. The
farmers, the ryots, the manufacturers, and the
mechanics, returned from war and plunder to the
peaceful purfuits of humble induftry. Within a
few hours the afpedt of .the fcene in the towns,
the villages, and the fields, was totally changed.
The peafantry, inftead of flocking together in
groups, plotting enterprizes of revenge, or exer­
cising the implements of deftrudtion, were every
where difperfed, and re-engaged by their feveral
occupations. Led on by no chief of fyftem or con­
duct, and disappointed by his cataftrdphe, who of all
others they preferred, no, object fufficiently gcne-

- i . rab
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ral, important, or interefting, remained to ftimu-
late, combine, or diredd their efforts. -Thusaban-

. doned by the deftiny of the unfortunate prince, in
whofe behalf they abruptly flew to arms, they now
as abruptly threw them down, and- with one con­
fent fuddenly diffolved, juft as an arch tumbles
when the key-ftone is removed, or a machine falls

. to pieces when the fpring that adduates it is de-
ftroyed. To cherifh thefe welcome fymptoms of
reviving loyalty and fubmiflion, the governor-ge­
neral iflued a proclamation, offering the moft liberal
indemnity to all who fhould tender an immediate
obedience to the Company’s authority. The only
exceptions to the benefit of this general pardon
were the Rajah, Sujan Sing his brother, and
Goffe Gunge, a town in which two foldiers had

‘ been barbaroufly murdered during the troubles.
The Vizier Nabob having come to a final under-

ftanding, concerning what the governor-general
meant his future conduit to the princefles his mo­
ther and grand-mother fhould be, returned to his
own country} where the fpirit of infiirrecftion con­
tinued to rage with unabating violence. The na­
tives; galled by the two-fold fervitude t© which
they were necefiarily fubjedded, from the double
government or tyranny under which they gromed,
relinquiihing their charaiteriftic patience and tl-

■ ■' midity, and provoked by an inceffant repetition
of frefh infult, were every where in a ftate of re-

■ flftence and defpair. Theiwarmsof revenue officers
who fattened on every diftrid in Oude, with the

Ff 4 avidity
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^vidity of famine, and the cruelty of our troops,
who like the peftilence fpread havock and deftruc-
tipn . wherever they were ftationary, bad by this .
time reduced the moft flourifhing provinces in In­
dia to a defert. In every village the bufinefs of
exaction, at the point of the dagger, had been
daily carried on for years. It had begun with the

’. ryot, the petty earnings of whofe indefatigable .
toil were openly violated with impunity. It ali­
enated the ftores of the wealthy,, and the heritage
of the great. It refpedied not the privileges of re- .
ligion, the diftindtions of fex, or the prefcriptions
of rank. The prefent meafures of the Durbar
were even in avowed defiance to the will of a .
prince whofe memory the whole kingdom of
Oude ftill regarded with the fincereft reverence.
They faw the fon and fucceflbr of Suja'h ul Dowlah,
funk into a mere inftrument of oppreflion againft
his own parents and kindred, in the hands of fo­
reigners. And their exertions were directed ra­
ther againft that authority which overwhelmed him '
than his own. It was now, however, impoflible
to extricate him from the control of a power fo
greatly his fuperior j and, his dependence on the
•Company had become fo abfolute, that he could
ho longer adl for himfelf without adting at the fame
time for them. The commotions therefore, which
prevailed in every part of his dominions, fuppofed -
a diftindtion, which he was not at liberty to avow,
and pointed to an objedi, which, as he.was then
circumftanced, it was at once his duty and his inr

tereft
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tereft to difclaim. The policy under .which he
ailed was on that account to haften home, that
the reviving prosperity of the Company’s affairs
in the adjacent countries, co-operating with; his
prefence, might have its full effect in facilitating
the re-eftablifhment of tranquillity, wherever a dif-
pofition to rebel had appeared.

The governor-general, having gone back to Be­
nares, was neceffarily occupied for fome time in
fettling the arrangements of a new government.
The next lineal heir of Bulwant Sing, Mehiparain,
Succeeded to the Rajahfhip. He was a grandfon.
of that popular chief, by a daughter married to
Doorgbijey Sing, ftill under age, and his parents
both alive. His father, under the title of Naib,
was intruffed with the foie management of the
public affairs. The tribute of the zemindary to
the Company was more than doubled, two hun­
dred thoufand a year clear gain, befides much
booty, having accrued to the treafury of Bengal
from this revolution. - •' ,'

The tide of fuccefs, which has always and emi- .•
nently attended our affairs in India, began now to
fwell. In two days after the flight of the Rajah, .
a flrong detachment of fepoys, under the -command
of Major Crawford, .arrived in the camp from-
Dinapore. Colonel Hannay, who had been re­
duced on the northern banks of the Dewa to the
greateft difficulty, had received the moft feafon-
able and effectual relief from the addrefs of Major
Naylor, The multitude who had revolted in that

’ . .. country 
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country were difperfed, and the troubles they occa-
fioned in a great meafure began to fubfide. Futteh
Shaw was at the fame time driven, out of the.Sarum
circar, where he had maintained fof fome time a .
fort of independence, in defiance of- all the efforts
of government. News of a feparate peace and
treaty of alliance and friendfhip having been con­
cluded between Colonel Muir and Sindia, . the -
great-Marratto chief, arriving at this moment, feh-
fibly heightened the pleafure fo naturally produced
by a fucceflion of fuch fortunate events.

Popham, confiderably ftrengthened by frefh
troops, in high fpirits from the numerous advan­
tages his forces had obtained in every encounter
with the enemy, and' excited by the profpedt of
■immence booty, advanced with the army in pur-
•fuit of the Rajah to Bedjeygur. It was the envied
•depofitary of his father’s treafures, .his own, and
thofe of his family. It is fituated not far from the
frontiers, about fifty miles to the iouth-eaft of
Churiar. The -fort is on the top of a folid rock,
•which rifes in a perpendicular direction feven hun;
dred and forty-five feet above the level of the ad­
joining countries. Next to the impregnable fort of
Gualier, it was pnivcrfally deemed the ftrongeft in

- India; but the ftrength of the one appeared to
•Cheit Sing no adequate fecurity againft the con- •
queror of the other. He therefore abandoned the
•fort with precipitation on Popham’s approach.
Much of his treafure was unavoidably left behind,
with his.women,-hismother, and his wife,, -who ftill

' . remained
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remained in Bedjeygur with no contemptible gar­
rison. He took with him, however, above three
hundred thoufand pounds in cafh, befides jewels to
an immenfe value; being, as was alledged, all

'that the elephants and camels,'in his immediate
pofteffion, were capable of carrying away.

In this manner, and in direct violation of all the
moft facred engagements, by which nations and
men are bound together or united in reciprocal ob­
ligation, did Mr. Haftings accomplifli the expul-
.fion of a prince poflefling all the legal authority of
his country, exercifing all the rights, and performing
all the, duties of-its internal government; who
coined money, collected the revenues, adminiftered
juftice, and even kept up a military force, for his
own defence. He was fubjeft to the governor­
general and council, only on certain ftipulated
terms, and on the fame terms entitled to the pro­
tection of their government. And in a variety of
treaties, as authentic and explicit as the ordinary
forms of human tranfadiions can render them, the

. public faith, at Mr. Haftings’ own immediate in-
ftance, was. folemnly pledged, that no future en­
croachments whatever ihould, under the Com-’
pany’s authority, be made on his rights. Thefe
feeble barriers, however, were foon broke down,
when t]je wrath of a defpot was to be indulged. ‘

- The Rajah, from .the ^iccefs of his attachment to
the Company, on the report of Mr. Haftings’ re-
f.gnation, and the acceflion of a new governor­
general to that important fituation, had prema-

* turely 
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turely announced his fatisfadlion in an event, which
it was conceived would have then been generally
acceptable in India. This was conftrued into an
inftance of the greateft perfonal difrefpecft at the
time, and cherifhed with affiduity as a moft hei-'
nous offence, until fuch an opportunity might
offer as it could be refented in a manner the moft
confpicuous and effectual. In confequence of this
petty affront, the Rajah was profcribed, and the
fanguinary refutation adopted of felling the Com­
pany’s fovereignty of Benares to • the Nabob of
Oude, or difpoffeffing the Rajah of his territo­
ries, or feizing his forts, and plundering them of
treafure to the amount of five hundred thoufand

•pounds. And fo determined was he in the work of
-deftrudtion which -he had thus projected, that he
■actually rejected the fum of two hundred thoufand
pounds, tendered by the Rajah for his redemption,
rather than the extremities he meditated fhould not
be literally put in execution.

Meafures of feverity,. adopted without any re­
gard to the fundamental rules of juftice or equity,
are generally extended in the accomplifhment, ac­
cording to the wild and lawlefs principle in which
they originate. Now that Cheit Sing had relin-
quifhed all further oppofition to the authority of the
governor-general, and finally abandoned the coun­
try of Benares, and all the privileges connected
with the government of, it, that even his adherents

•■began to avail themfelves of the pardon offered in
the late proclamation, and the turbulence of the

. infurgents.
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infurgents was for the moft part at an end, it was
natural to expe<ft that the paffions connected with
all thefe difturbances would have fubfided, in pro­
portion as the caufcs that produced them were re­
moved. He. fent, notwithftanding, a body of
troops againft the caftle of Bedjeygur, where the
mother of Cheit Sing, his wife, a perfon of ami-

. able manners and Angular worth, and all the Other
women of the Rajah’s family, and that of his fa-

. ther, had fixed their refidence.’ Without attempt?
ing to prove, and only pretending’ that whatever-
thefe innocent people pofleifed was the property of .
the Rajah, he refolved to involve them in the fate
of Cheit Sing, to treat them as rebels, and without
accufation or jury, or trial, to force their afylum,
and confifcate their treafure. The orders iflued for
this purpofe were cruel and barbarous, as they
were peremptory and fpecific. “ If the reports
<e brought to me,” fays he, “ are true, your re-

jefting her 'offers, or any negotiations with
** her, would foon obtain .you pofieflion of the

. “ fort upon your own terms. I apprehend that
’* (lie will contrive to defraud the captors of a con-\
“ fiderable part of the booty, by being fuffered to
“ retire without examination. I fliould be very forry
<’ that your officers and foldiers loft any - part of
“ the reward to which they are fo well, entitled.’’

Notwithftanding the ardour of the troops and
the/kill of the officers, the difficulties which, at­
tended the fi.ge of Bedjeygur protraded it nearly "
to the middle of November. By that time they

had 
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had proceeded fo far by fap, that a mine was ready
to fpring, which they hoped would enable them

' to florm. the place. The mother-of the Rajah,
who poffeffed the entire command, was confe-
quently induced to furrender the fort by capitu-

> lation, The only terms which in thefe circum-
4 fiances the could obtain from a mercenary power,

. • flufhed with fuccefs and eager after treafure, was,
• to be allowed fifteen per cent, on the effects in

the fort, to refide- in the ■ country, or follow her
fon, as fhe might incline, and in either cafe to be
afforded entire protection.

. Even thefe terms, hard as they were, and
granted with a harfhnefs and illiberality, which
even the laws of war prohibit among civilized na­
tions, were groflly violated. The women, who re-
figned themfelves with confidence to thofe officers
whofe faith was pledged to protect them from infult,

’ • were yet abandoned to the fearch of the foldiery,
who ufed 'them with incivility and rudenefs, and
even ftript them of their neceffaries. This bruta­
lity was at leaft obliquely authorized in a letter
from Mr. Haftings to Popham, where he hints his
apprehenfion that thefe unfortunate women might
be treated with an improper excefs of delicacy
from the gallantry of brave men. How deteftable
muft that government be, in which the fofter ties
of nature have no protection; where the common
.victims of cruelty are the innocent, the fair, and

X the defencelefs; and where all thofe tender confi-
derations
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derations which have been refpefted in all focie-
ties, and by all the heroes in the world, are in-
fulted, and without effeCt!

Thus were our forces in full pofieffion of all
■thofe riches, which had been fo long an objeft of
the flrongeft folicitude to the governor-general.
'Thefe however, inftead of converting to the pur-
pofes of public utility, or applying to the urgent
neceffities of the ftate, he was anxious"to appropriate
reward for thofe military exertions, by which his
perfonal refentments had been fo abundantly gra-.
tified. His letter to the commander in chief,-
during the fiege, was conftrued by the officers on
the fpot as fufficicntly authenticating this difpofi-'
tion of the fpoil. It was perhaps not unnatural to
prefer on this occafion the defire of the troops to
the exigence of the Company, in confequence of
executing, in fuch a mafterly manner, a plan of
operations which the governor-general had fo much '
at heart. The officers, aware however that even his
authority, circumftanced as he now was, might
not ultimately realize their expectations, unani-
moufly refolved to diftribute on the fpot the fpoil
which fell into their hands. And this refolution,
which put the money in their pockets beyond the.
poffibility of a -reimburfement, they literally exe­
cuted the fecond day after the capture of the fort.
The treafure in caffi, which was then actually feized,
amounted to twenty-five lacks. Great quantities
of the richeft merchandize, rubles, diamonds, erne-/

raids, 
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raids, and other precious Hones, to an immenfe
value, were at the fame time fecured.*

The council were' far from acquiefcing in this
diftribution of the Rajah’s treafure. It was repug­
nant to their expectations, and indeed, to the or-

> ders of their fuperiors. They confequently ar-
rainged it as a meafure which might be followed

. by the word: confequences. The refolutions which;
they palled on the fubjedl ftrongly marked, their
dilfatisfaCiion. Thefe were,, that the governor-
general had not either formally or by conftruc-
tion difclaimed, as reprefentative of the Company,

i their right to the booty found, in the fort ; that
the temerity of the officers in appropriating it was’

i • a proof that they did not confider themfelves fuffi-
ciently fecure by any other claim ;, that the
acquiefcence of government, in fuch. a meafure
might eftablilh a. dangerous, precedent; and.that

* they could not relinquiffi the Company’s right;-
but would bring the. queftion. to. a. legal decifion..

. . They were, however,, delirous. that the- officers
would fubmit the whole to. the decifion of the:

• The dividend which took place in the army of this booty,
which in calh amounted to three hundred and twelve thoufand7
pounds and upwards, was.

‘ To the commander in chief ■. . £• 3675°;
To each of the majors. ■ —— . 5619

1 \ To each captain an item more than - —— 3000
'■ ’ To native officers, a very difproportionate fhare

’■ To.eachfepoy '■ . 6'
N. B. Two thirds of the cafh wcre'at leaft fuppofed to be dif—-

pofed of in this manner.
board.
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board. In that cafe; it was promifed to put the
moft liberal conftrudtion on the letter of the go­
vernor-general, which they had- urged in their
own vindication. It was at the fame time recom-
mended that they Should accommodate the trcafury
with a loan, upon the ufual terms, of their refpec-
tive Shares, excepting fo much as they would de­
clare upon their honour was neceffary to fupply
their perfonal wants. They were required to give
in an anfwer- to this requisition in a given time,
and formally apprifed that a failure would be con-
fidcred by the board as a difobedience of orders,
and proceeded upon accordingly.

Thus ended the memorable tranfaiflions of the
governor-general at-Benares, in the year 1781.
Thefe feem to have been undertaken at the infii-
gation of his own feelings, which he conceived

.wounded beyond forgivenefs by the conduct of
this unfortunate prince, and of whofe temerity or
inadvertence he took this fignal vengeance, as an
example to all the other great landholders under
the Company’s government. But if the urgent ne­
cessities of the flate are to be admitted as an apo­
logy for fuch outrages, it is an inftance in point,
how very abortive the feverities of defpotiSmare ;
for the Rajah found means to carry away the
greateft part of his treafure, and the remainder
was immediately converted, by the army, into
booty.
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CHAPTER XII. •
Appearance of a French Fleet before Madras—Purfucd,

and fame of the Convoy captured by Sir Edward
Hughes—Partial Fight—The Enemy haul their Wind
and are out of Sight in the Morning—The Sultan and
Magnanimej from England, join Sir Edward—A
bloody Action on the Coa/i of Ceylon—Conferences of
thefe Aflions-z—Abingdon's Succefs—Peace concluded
with the Marrattos—Hurricane—Famine—Ope­
rations of the Army on the Coaft of Malabar—Onore

Jiormed—Hyder's Death—Canara invaded—Dif-
contents in the Army—Mangalore—Panic in Cun-
dapore—General Matthews capitulates—Fate of the
General and Officers-—The French Auxiliaries refufe
to fight againft the Englijh—Sir Eyre Coote dies at
Madras—Succejfes in the Coimbatour Country—Lafi
Naval A fl ion between the Frenchand Englijh Fleets
—Cejfation of HotliUtics.

Wh ILE Mr. Haftings exerted the power of
the Company in crufhing fome of their mofl valua­
ble dependents in the extremities of Bengal, the
French meditated an utter extinction, of theirinte-
refton the coaft of Coromandel. When Admiral Sir
Edward Hughes, after taking Trlncomale, arrived
in the Madras Road, he was informed by Lord

, Macartney, the governor, that a French fleet,
amounting to thirty fail in all,'had appeared on
the coaft, captured feveral fhips, and were then
fuppofed not above twenty leagues to the north—

" — ‘ ward.
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.ward. Our fquadron confifted only of fix fail of
the line, and had been io long at fea, that the •
fliips were neceffarily much out of repair*  Their
crews were debilitated by ficknefs, and they re­
quired large fupplies of frefh provifions. In'this ' ‘
condition, and expofed in the open road to the at­
tack of an enemy fo greatly fuperior, the admiral’s

. fituation was peculiary critical. He was, however,
fortunately reinforced,. on the day following fuch
alarming intelligence, by the arrival of Captain
Alms, in the Monmouth of 64, accompanied by
the Hero of 74, and the’Ifis of 50 guns.

Every difpatch was adopted and no time loft: for
rendering the fleet, in fome meafure, fit for acftual
fervice, or in a ftate of preparation to meet the
enemy. Sir Eyre Coote, with his ufual attention
and alacrity, fupplied the fliips with three hundred
officers and men,. But notwithftanding this expe­
dition, before the equipment was complete, the
French, fleet, confifting of twelve fail of the line,
including theEnglifh Hannibal,-and another fifty-
gun-fliip, fix frigates, eight large tranfports, and
fix captured veffels, appeared fuddenly in offing on
the fifteenth of February. M. de Suffrein, who
had fucceeded .to the command on the death of M.
de Orves, not knowing till now- the acceffion of
ftrength which the Englifli fleet had juft received,
and finding he had nine iriftead of five flips,-which
he expected to encounter, abandoned his intention
of attack; and fuddenly weighing anchor, about

’ four in the afternoon, flood off to the Southward.
G g 2 A pur-
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A purfuit on" the part of the Britifli inftantly took.
place, which continued all night. It was obferved,
about day-break, that the enemy were how in fc-

■ parate directions, their twelve line of battle fhips,
with the frigate, bearing eaft of the Britifh fleet,
and about four leagues diflant, while the other
frigates with the tranfports, not more than three '
leagues a-head,' made direClly for Pondicherry,
The only infallible mode of bringing on an aftion

- in thefe circumftances, was to throw out the fignal
for a general chafe to the fouth-weft, as the French
admiral would undoubtedly endeavour to refcue his
convoy, and no fuperiority of number and force
could deter Sir Edward from appealing to this iflue.
Our fleet foon captured fix veflels, five of which
were Englifh prizes, newly taken, with their crews
on board. The fixth w^is the Laurifton, a .tranf-
port of 1300 tons burthen. . .Its cargo confifted of
a fine train of artillery, intended as a prefent 'to
Hyder; a large quantity of gunpowder; a complete .

’ aflbrtment of other military ftores; a number of
land officers, and three hundred foldiers, from the
regiment of Laufanne. The great difadvantage-

• under which the fleet laboured, for want of fri­
gates, was now feverely felt. A few of thefe muft
havejecured the whole of this valuable convoy;
moft of which, on that account, were abandoned
in the very moment, almoft, of being captured.
For the French fleet, anxious to defeat the fuccefs
of fo maflerly a manoeuvre, inftantly bore down
for the prcfervaridn of their convoy. This

obliged ‘
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■obliged- our admiral to recab his-fliips, to order
the prizes which had teen taken for Negapa- -
fam, and to make head with all jhe expedition
pofilble ’againft the enemy. Unequal adverfe
winds and hazy weather kept the hoftile fleets apart • --J
for fome time, and put the, nautical fcience and '
acutenefs of both commanders fufficiently to the
trial. The wind, irregular and uncertain as it -
feemed, ftill blew in favour of the enemy; and
notwithftanding all the fkillj experience and acSti- - >
vity of Sir Edward, he was at laft forced into
aftion on very difadvantageous terms. Wayward / J,

as thefe circumftances were, he refolutely threw.
out the fignal to form the line of battle a-heaS.\ J j

Eight of the enemy’s beft fhips were confequently
. enabled to direct their whole attack on five of the
Englifh, of whichthe Ifis of fifty guns was one. Four
■of our ableft fliips, the Eagle, Monmouth, Wor-
cefter, and Burford, under the moft approved com- .

’ manders, were idle fpeflators in the van, without ■ -
'a poflibility of affording the leaft afliftance. The

' Superbe of feventy-four guns, in which Sir Edward
was, formed the central, fliip. The Hero, of the.
fame force, commanded by Captain Wood; the
Ifis, Lumley 5 theMonarca, Gill, of iixty-eight;
and Exeter of fixty-four-; the latter commanded by
Commodore King and Captain Reynolds; were the
four.below. The Exeter being the fternmoft, and .
.a bad failor, was considerably feparated from her
fecond a-head. Three of the enemy inflantly bore
down upon her, and commenced.a furious attack. . • ■

‘ ' Gg 3 - The
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The admiral, in the Superbe, was, at the fame
time, befet with equal vehemence and force. Thefe

' ; . were the two fhips which the enemy feemed chiefly
intent to difable. But after fuftaining thefe fevero

y •- "attacks for two hours,;and not a little crippled, a
;•»’ fquall of wind .accidentally blowing frefh in their
/ . favour, it became their turn to make the attack.

, The action was confequently returned with fuch
vigour and effeCt, that in twenty-five minutes, and

‘ juft as it began to grow dark, the French fhips
within their reach, having fuffered much damage,

z . fuddenly hauled their wind, and the whole fqua-
‘i , dron flood off to the north-eaft;. The two fhips in

, our fleet, which flood the brunt of the adlion, were
almoft reduced to a wreck.. A conftant arid prodi-?
gious fire had been poured in upon both, from all

• • directions, during the whole adlion. ■ Captain
Stephens in the Superbe, and Captain Reylands-in

. the Exeter, two officers of diflinguifhed merit,
were killed. ‘We loft thirty-two men, and ninety-?'
five were wounded. Thirty of the former, and
eighty-feven of the latter, were in the Superbe, the '
Exeter, and the Hero. The fituation of the Ex-? -
■eter, while the bloody conflidt continued, was
■awful , and perilous in the extreme. Every frefh
broadfide was expedled to decide her fate. The

• ’ thunder of the enemy, from three fhips. of the line
clofing round her, and taking a fteady aim, as at a
 dead mark, was inceflant and tremendous.- The cool
intrepidity and compofure of the commodore, iq
the midft of a fcche thus dreadful,. wa£ Angularly

' com??
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. commanding and exemplary. While the fight

raged with increafing fury, he was almoft blinded
by the blood and mangled brains of Captain Rey- .
lands, which were dallied over him by a cannon '
ball. 1 he mailer came to him foon after, and
alked what he Ihould do with a Ihip which already -
was in the moil lhattered condition, as two of
the enemy were already bearing down upon her;
“ There is nothing to be done,” faid he, cooljy,
“ but to fight her till ihe finks.” *

Such was the fituation to which the Superbe and
the Exeter had been reduced by this encounter,
that it was deemed neceflaryto proceed toTrinco-
male, where only that damage could be repaired-.
This .bufinefs, however, was effected fo expedi-
tioufly, that the fguadron appeared before Madras
by the middle of March, without having either
heard or feen the enemy. The admiral was re­
turning to Trincomale, with a reinforcement of

. troops, and a fupply -of ilores for that garrifon,^,
when he was joined by the Sultan and Magnanime

‘fhips of war, of feventy four-guns each, from Eng-.
Jarid. Though the crews inboth t.hefe fhips were fick-

“ ly and fcorbutic, anxious to receive and cover the
convoy with troops and Ilores from home, he per­
fevered in his courfe with an intention Of neither

.decking nor fhunning the enemy. T. he French, ■
‘however, knowing of the convoy, and whhing to
cut it off, or prevent the junction, appeared alfo x
jn the- north-eaft quarter, and to leeward of the
JEnglifh, oh the eighth of April. Both fleets con-

G g 4 • ' united 
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tinued in this relative pofition during that and the r
three following days j but Sir Edward Hughes
having reached the coaft of Ceylon, about fifteen
leagues to windward of Trincomale, bore away
diredtly for that place. This was unfortunate for
the Englifli fleet, as the enemy gained the wind in
the night, which enabled them to bear down upon

- • our rear in the morning. Sir Edward immediately
made a fignal for the line of battle a-head, on
the ftarboard tack, two cables'afunder, while the.

■ enemy were within fix miles, and. the wind in the
fame quarter, with time, place, and eircumftances
all in their favour. Our.fliips were cramped by a
lee-fliore, a fuperior enemy, and an adverfe wind.
Three hours were fpent in manoeuvring. .Five
fail, which compofed the eiiemy’s van, ftretched
forward to engage that of the.Englifh, while the
admiral, with other feyen fliips of the line, bore
down upon the Superbe, and her two feconds, the
Monmouth and Monarca. Two feventy-four-gun.

' fliips ruflied within.piftol-fliot of the Superbe, and
engaged her with fo much fiercenefs arid execution,
.that the general opinion was, they meant to have
boarded and carried her by a coup-de-main. This'
.furious onfet lafted about ten minutes, when the
■French admiral, having received fo much da- •

.. mage-from the deluge of fire returned by the Su—
perbe,^ made -room for the fliips which came to
fupply his place, and flood oiy the tack of flie

• Monmouth, which was already equally engaged.
The battle raged with. inconceivable fierqcnefs,'
./ :•: par?
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particularly in the center, where the Englifli admi­
ral refifted, with the chara&eriftic firmnefs and in­
trepidity of a Britifh feaman, fuperior number and
force. The Monmouth at laft, about three o’clock,
having fuftained, with unparalleled fortitude, the
united fire and attack of two fhips, the one of
equal and the other of fuperior metal, befides’the
pafling fire of a third, firft loft her mizen, and then
'her main-maft : She accordingly fell out of the line
to leeward.. The enemy made a defperate effort
to carry her off, but were driven back by the pro­
digious fire of the Monarca and the Sultan. Our
admiral was difappointed in expecting the wind, as
ufual, to change in the afternoon ; he was there­
fore obliged, forty minutes paft three,' that his
fhips might not be entagled by the fhore, to make
a fignal for wearing and hauling their wind in a

. line of battle a-head, and fighting the enemy dur­
ing the whole evolution. Both fleets feemed equally
felicitous for the prefent to gain anchor. The
French admiral had been early obliged to fhift his
flag 5 and the La Fine; of forty. guns, fell • fo
clofely on board the Ifis, that ihe ftruck .her
colours to Captain Lumley ; though, from the dif­
abled condition of that fhip and the darknefs of
the .night, fhe effected her efcape. Indeed, the
condition of both fleets were fo, nearly the fame,
that fimilar apprehenfions were entertained by each
of a frefli attack in the morning. The French,
however, had not loft any of their lower mails,
Which was of great advantage in refitting; whereas
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• the Monmouth could, only be repaired in a good

harbour, and with new mails.
* . The two admirals watched the motions of each
other for. feme days. The French on the. nine-

. teenth flood out to fea, and made a. feint, as if
they meant an immediate attack : But, perceiving
the fituation of the Britiih line, they inftantly flood
eaftward by the wind, and before evening were
quite out. of light. The admiral, having refitted
the. Monmouth with jury-mafts, proceeded the
fourth day after to Trincomale, where the fqua-
dron was repaired with the utmoft diligence, as
their fervice was become ftill more urgent than
ever. Thus ended one of the moft fierce and
bloody engagements that happened during the war.
■The flaughter of men in the Monmouth was equal
to the havock of the fhip : No lefs than forty-five
were killed, and a hundred and two wounded—
•a full third of her whole crew 1 The mafterly con-
duft of Captain Alms, in a fituation thus critical,
was peculiarly exemplary.. His recollection of this
brave aflion was however imbittered by the lofs
of flis fon, who, having been made a lieutenant in
•the admiral’s fhip, fell the fame day, in a noble
emulation of his father’s bravery. The French
fleet proceeded immediately to'Batakalo, a Dutch
port on the iiland of Ceylon, where they continued
to repair and equip their fhattered fliips until the
month of June. Their lofs of men was rated by
themfelves at one hundred and thirty-nine killed,
and three hundred and fixty-four wounded. .

. . • Thefe



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 45^
Thefe events, with all the misfortunes that at­

tended them, gave a moft advantageous impreffion
of our fircngth on the continent of India. A fuf-
ficient naval force to crufh effectually that of the
Englifli, excepting fome artillery and engineers,
was probably all the aid expeCted or defired by Hy­
der Ally from the French : His chief folicitude was
to annihilate our rcfources, as he knew every thing
•muff then be at his own difpofal. He muft confe-
quently have fuffered inconceivable mortification to
fee the French, withfo great an apparent fuperiority
in the number of their ihips and men, not daring
to. attack the Englifh, but'even purfucd by them ;
a convoy under their protection captured; and, with
every poffible advantage, effecting only a drawn
■battle.. His hopes of taking Madras, of depofing
the Nabob of Arcot, and of placing Tippoo Sultan

; in poffeflion of the Carnatic, were by thefe circum-
.ftances rendered as remote and improbable as ever.

The blockade of Tellichery, on the Malabar
coaft, however, flill -continued, and the ftrength
and number of the enemy increafed 5 but, unequal

■ to a regular fiege, were content with clofely
fhutting up the place, arid depending on famine
or other diftrefs to fupply the want of military /kill.
The few works they erected were fortified by a
camp at fome diftance. Major Abingdon; having
arrived from Bombay with a confiderable reinforce­
ment ,of troops, determined to attempt the dif-
lodgement of the enemy, and open a communica­
tion of the town with the country. His move-

meats 
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merits deceived the enemy into fuch a Rate of fe- «
curity as confiderably facilitated his defigns. Hav­
ing drawn fuch part of the garrifon as could be

. fpared, without notice, into his camp, he furprifed
and carried their feveral pofts before day on the
morning of the eighth of January [1782]. Not
allowing a moment for the enemy to recover their
•confufion, he ftormed their camp as foon as it was

- -light, and completely routed them. Sados Cawn,
their commander, retired with his family, and a
chofen party of his friends and beft troops, into a
caftle fcooped on the fide of a hill, and poffefled
.of no other walls than fuch as were formed of the
living rock. Notwithftanding a vigorous and manly
defence, this brave man and 'his party were torn
from their afylum,, though bomb-proof, and made

. prifoners. Thefe operations produced confidera-
•ble fpoil, cohfifting of artillery, military ftores,
and feveral elephants. The town was relieved,
and the coaft for feveral miles on both fides entirely
cleared of the enemy. Hyder’s pofleffions on this
coaft being acquired partly by conqueft and partly
by fraud, the Nairs, native princes, and nobility, .
who had fuffered feverely in an ineftedlual ftruggle •
for the prefervation of their ancient independence,

’ were ftill exceedingly difafiedted to his govern-'
ment. He was confequently much vexed and
alarmed at our fuccefs in thefe parts, which were
the dearer to him from their vicinity to the rich
kingdoms of Canara and Myfore, the great fources
uf his wealth and power.

. This ’
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This fevere blow was, however, foon and amply

retaliated on the fouthern army. Thefe troops,
under the command of Colonel Braithwaite, appear
to have been deftined for the protection of Tan-
jore and the neighbouring provinces. Sir Eyre
Coote had, early in the year, made every effort
in his power to reprefs, by the prefence of the army
under his command, the defigns of the French and
Hyder Ally' on the fide of Pondicherry. But he
was utterly incapable of fuch a movement by the
want of draught cattle and carriages. He was alfo
detained, in fome degree, in expecting the refult of.
an application which he had made to the governor­
general and council of Bengal, for reftoring his
authority over the fouthern troops, that- he might
be able to direct their co-operation in fuch a man­
ner as Would equally facilitate his own, and coun­
teract the movements , of the enemy.' Braithwaite
encamped on the banks of the Cpleroon, which
forms the northern boundary of the Tanjore king­
dom. His forces confifted of two thoufand veteran
infantry, two hundred and fifty cavalry, and thir­
teen field pieces. His fituation was in an open
plain, which muft have expofed him exceedingly
to the enemy’s cavalry j but feveral large and deep
livers which lay between him and Hyder,, who
was ata confiderable diftance, apparently fecured
him againft any furprife. lippooSaib, apprifed

• of thefe circumilances, determined to furmounc
them, and cut off this detachment as he had done
that under Baillie. He was accompanied in this 
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enterprize by Monf. Lally, and four hundred
French. His own forces-were twenty thoufand
ftrong, one half of whom were cavalry. With this,

- . formidable army and twenty pieces of cannon, he.
fuddenly furrounded Braithwaite’s corps, which
could not be .fuppofed in any degree prepared to
relift a force fo greatly fuperior. The addion,.
notwithftanding, was fierce and tremendous. It
commenced on the fixteenth, and was not decided
till the eighteenth of February [1782]. During.

, twenty-fix hours of thefe three days, an unre-
Miittted fire of cannon and fmall arms was fup*
ported on both fides. ' Neither furprife nor danger.
were attended with their ufual effects on this gal­
lant party, or their leader.' Their courage and
activity never ortce forfook them 5 and he, though
feverely wounded and bleeding exceffively, would

, not withdraw from the fcene for a moment. At-
> tacked with equal vigour from all fides; he threw

his detachment into a hollow fquare, with his thir­
teen field pieces interfperfed in its faces, and his
fmall body of cavalry in the center, that he might
prefent a front to every attack. Thus were they
exhibited in the midft of a large fquare, as a mark-,
to which the jmmenfe army that furrounded them,.
directed an incefiant and univerfal fire. It was in­
tended by a violent cannonade on all fides to majte
a breach in fome part of the line,' and then, rufliing
Impetuoufly with the cavalry, to complete the
confufion that circumftance would occafion. But
all die vigour and addrefs of the enemy were inca­

pable
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pable of making any impreflion on the Englifh ■
fepoys, who withftood fuch exertions in the afpedl
of inevitable deftrucfton, as would have put the
conftancy and the difcipline of the beft European
troops to the teft. Not valuing the number of lives
he might facrifice to the fucccfs of an enterprize fo
grateful to his ambition, and expecting his cavalry
to break in at fome point or other, Tippoo led them
repeatedly and with the greatcft ardour to the
charge. They advanced with fury, but received
fuch powerful fhowers of grape and mufquetry
fhot as deftroyed them by flioals. The Britifli
cavalry from the fquare, Tallying at that moment,
purfued them with heavy and unrefined execution
to a proper diftance, and then returned to their
former ftaiions. On the third day, after the num­
bers of thefe brave men were greatly thinned, the
furvivors worn down with wounds and fatigue, and
Tippoo Saib’s intention of trampling down our in­
fantry was fo effectually defeated, that no poffible
means could bring his cavalry to the refolution of
ever making one charge up to the lines, M.
Lally, at the head of his four hundred Europeans, /
marched with fixed bayonets to the attack of that

• fide which was moft expofed, or feemed the
weakeft. Ide was fupported by fevcral battalions
of the enemy’s beft infantry, and flanked by pro--
digious numbers of cavalry, while their whole ar­
tillery poured in frefli columns of fire upon each

,df the other three faces, which at the fame time
were refpeClively menaced with dreadful bodies of t

horfe,
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horfe, prepared to rufh in upon them the moment
any change in their pofition took place. Our ex-
haufted fepoys in that front, unable to repulfe the
vigorous onfetof fuch a-body of-Europeans coming
frefli into addon, and confident of fuccefs from the
vaft army that fupported them,^ were inftantly
broken, and the carnage that enfued by the fury
and rapidity of the cavalry was exceffiye. Lally

" loft not a moment in putting a ftop to the effufion
of blood, by ifluing orders which his own corps
readily obeyed. The ferocity of the natives ren­
dered them lefs tradlable, five of whom were fald
to have fallen by his own hand, in an attempt to
reftrain their barbarous impetuofity. No fooner
was the dreadful flaughter at an end, than he pre­
vailed upon Tippoo Saib to intruft him with the
charge of the prifoner?. They were treated, efpe-
ctally the officers and wounded, with a generofity
which is the infeparablc companion of legitimate
courage ; and his humanity in the field was even
furpafied by his kind attentions in the camp to the
men whom only his gallantry could fubdue. The
beft foldiers and the braveft men are ever the moft
merciful. In this cataftrophe, we loft many an ex­
cellent officer; and of the whole who were prefentx
one only efcaped without a wound. They loft
every thing but their honour, and were deftined io
fuffer the miferiesof a long and cruel imprifonment

• in the capital of Myfore. ■ • ’
All the countries to the fouthward were now laid

open to the defigns of the enemy, while the moye-
■ •  ments
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ments of the Englilh general northward' were not
only clofely watched by Hyder’s main army, but
exceedingly impeded for want of much neceffary
military apparatus. During this Hate of imbecility
on the one fide, and vigorous activity on the other,
the firft divifion of that great force, which under
the Marquis de'Bufiy was intended for the fubver-
iion of the Englilh power, in India, were, fome •
time in the month of March, difembarked by '
Suffrein at Pondicherry. Thefe loon effecting a
junction with a confiderable body of Hyder’s
forces, the combined army marched in full con­
fidence to befiege Cuddalore. And Captain Hughes,
the commander, found himfelf under a neceffity of
capitulating on the eighth of April. Pcrmacoil food ■
fhared the fame fate, and the whole of the enemy’s
forces, under' the direction of Hyder in perfon,
pointed their march towards Vandewafh. It was

■ now that Sir Eyre Coote expe&ed to have met the
enemy in the field. His movements originated in
that conviction : And he pofleffed himfelf, without
.delay, of the ftrongeft pofition he could fele&, for
the protection of fo important a fortrefs. Deceived
in this conclufion, he determined to feck him cn
.his own ground,, not‘fijfpedting it pollible that the
.enemy, thus ftrqngly reinforced, could fubmit to
-the_purfuit of fo-inferior, an army. In this opinion
-he pufhed on .two days march to Hyder s camp,.
,-whp was not however to be furprifed from the
ftrifteft.adherence to that wary fyftem he had now
-adopted. He therefore fecured his retreat to a poft

Hh in 
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in the red hills, which he well knew could hot be at*
tacked with any probability of fuccefs. His ma-

. gazines were at, the fame time dcpolited in thfe
flrong fort of Arnee, and the general conceived a
movement towards that place might tempt the ene­
my to relinquifh his caution for the fafety of his

, (lores. This fcheme,'on a confutation with the
officers of the army, was approved and adopted.
The army marched for Arnee, and encamped with­
in five miles of it. Hyder rufhed from the hills
like a torrent, to refcue’ a place which contained
the means of carrying on the war. This fudden

. irruption of the enemy commenced before our
troops could reach their deftination ; and it then
became a queftion, whether they (hould proceed,
or prefer another direction, and fight the enemy in
their way. ‘ The former feemed the moft eligible
mode for bringing on an adlion. Much as the
means of information were impeded by the rapid
movements of Hyder’s .cavalry, who in various
bodies occupied all the furrounding grounds, gal­
loping to and fro in every dire&ion, a diftant can­
nonade in their rear announced the enemy’s ap­
proach as the van of our army had reached Arnee.
Our troops poflelfed a low ntuation. The enemy
feized all the high circumjacent grounds. This
circumfiance expofed the Englifh to great incon­
venience in forming. The general however, dif-
played his ufual ability in making fuch difpofitiorts
as remedied every defecl in the pofition of the army,
and tended to bring the enemy to a clofe and de>-

- - * cifive
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fcifive acftion. It was noon before he reduced their
various attacks to fuch a point, as the whole of
his force could bear upon them with effect He
then advanced with an ardour which routed . the
enemy in every quarter. The purfuit continued
till night; The advantages of this vicftory, like
thofe of others, were once more loft for want of
cavalry. Some fubfequent attempts were made
to bring Hyder to meet our troops in the field,
in this neighbourhood, but without- effccft. A
body of his cavalry, however, found means to
draw our main guard into an ambufcade, where
they were entirely cut off, before any affiftance
Could reach them. The general thought it neceflary
to fall back, that the army might be fupplied with
provifiqn. ' .

A This battle, which was fought on the fecond of
.June [1782] was the laft in which thefe two great
men were deftined to meet. The health of both
was greatly impaired, from the fatigue to which
they were expofed by the prefent war. The cir-
cumftances in which Hyder was involved were pe--
culiarly gloomy and foreboding. The Englifh
intereft, which he conceived to be an infupcrable
obftacle to all his ambitious projects, was ftill likely
to .triumph. His expectations from the French
were fruftrated. He forefaw his own definition
in the peace, which was nearly accomplifhed be­
tween the government of Bengal and the Marratto
ftates. Thefe powers, with whom he had alter­
nately been in a ftate of hoftility-for fo long a

H h 2 *• time, 
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time, would inevitably profcribe him; and mutir*
ally ftipulate a participation of his dominion. Such-
a feries of mortifying reflexions as thefe circums
flances muft have fuggefted,. to a mind goaded by
ambition and accuftomed .to fuccefs, naturally filled
him with chagrin. And it Was a profpeX which
he had not fufficient firmnefs to-contemplate-with
ferenity, that he’was deftined to become afacrifice
at laft to the union of two powers, who had both
fuffered -fo exceedingly from his enmity. By the
ill health of Sir Eyre Coote, and the abfence of
JSir-HeX’dr Monro, who had returned to Europe,,
the command devolved on Major-general Stuart.
Both armies, from the ruinous flate of the country,
were obliged to draw their fupplies from other
quarters. This greatly impeded the war; though
Hyder feltbutlittle inconvenience, from the conti­
guity of his dominions : He could-not, however,.
be tempted any more to a’general engagement..
The remainder of the campaign, which confifted'

•of'laborious marches, and fruitlefs experiments to
• enfnare the enemy, was concluded without, ac-
•complifliing any'etiterprize of importance.

Suffrein was now returned from Batacalo to the
' coaft of Coromandel, and proceeded to Cuddalorer
• which the French had rendered their-chief maga-
' zine of arms and military ftores, both for land and
-fea fervice. His (hips being reviXualled and -re-
' cruited with frefh men,- he-determined to deftroy
■the Englifli before the arrival*  of Sir Richard Bick-
erton, who, with feveral fhips of war, had long.

’ failed
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failed from England, and was ardently expelled
at Madras. T. he French fleet ftill preferved their
former fuperiority of twelve fhips to eleven, - be-
fldes heavy frigates. All poflib’.e means had been
ufed to prepare them in the beft manner for iha-
mediate action. /They were reinforced with ’four
hundred French, and as many fepoys,- at Cudda-
lore ; and, on Sir Edward Hughes’ arriyal in the
road, they touched at Negapatam, and were fur­
ther recruited by three hundred artillery-men, the
moft effective aid they could receive. Our fleet
was not backward to meet the enemy, who, con­
fiding in their fuperiority, challenged Sir Edward
before Negapatam, with eighteen'(hips. ..The
Englifh admiral was fo perfectly ready, and -fo
little difpofed to admit any delay, that, by three
.o’clock he weighed anchor, and, putting out to
fea, flood fouthward during the evening and the
night, in order to gain the wind of the enemy.
He fucceeded in his evolutions for this purpofe,
•and immediatly gave fignals for every (hip in his
fleet to bear diredtly down upon her oppofite in the
French line. His orders were executed with promp­
titude. The French commenced firing before'
■eleven. Our fhips referved their fire till certain of
.its taking effedh -By half paft twelve the enemy’s ‘
line appeared in great diforder, and feveral of '
their fhips extremely fhattered. At this crifis, a

■a fudden fhift .of wind fnatched the French fqua--
.dron from the ruin that impended.. Our line was
deranged by the circumftance which preferved

H hi3 ' them.



47° TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.
them. By this contingency, the advantage of a

’victory fp decifive could not be profecuted. The
difabled, broken,' and flying enemy were enabled

> to recover themfelves, while their conquerors were
; j / ' reduced to a ftate of the greatefl: confufion. After

much manoeuvring, and the continuation of a par-
y i tial engagement betvyeen fuch parts of the two

i fleets as came within reach of each other, the Eng-
lifli admiral made the fignal- for the line of battle ’
a-head, and was preparing, at half paft one
o’clock, to renew the attack ; but feeing, at two,
the enemy (landing in (hore, and colle-fting their
fhips in a. clofe body, while his were much dif-
perfed, -and feveral of them ungovernable, he re-

. linquifhed .that delign, and thought only of getting
into fuch a condition as fhould prove decifive to
the feryice next morning. Then, however, the
French were obferved under fail, on their way to
Cuddalore, while our fleet was utterly incapable of
preventing or purfuing them. They owed almoft
every advantage . on this occafion to. their frir
gates. It was at the fame time, obvious, from
the event of this battle, that, had the. two former •
been general, and all the Englifli (hips brought

. . fairly up at once to the encounter,, the refult of
"both had been very .different. Indeed the firfl:
.might by that .means have proved fo decifive as
entirely to have prevented the fecond. Seventy-
' ft ven men were killed,and two hundred and thirty-

three wounded, in our fleet. The French had near
.two hundred killed, and above fix hundred wound-
red. Among the bravc^dfficers, as well of the 98th

■ . regiment
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regiment as of the naval department, who were
.Hain, Captain IVlaclelan, of the Superbe, wasfhot
through the heart, in the beginning of the aftion.
Thus were the admiral’s two immediate captains
both killed within a fhort time of each other.

While the French repaired their fhips at Cud-
dalore, our fleet kept the fea to the windward of
Negapatam for near a fortnight. The fituation of
the army in all probability had at that time fome
effect on the admiral’s movements, and certain
•fchemes of co-operation might render it neceflary
for the fquadron to rerpain ftationary. The damage
which the flapping had received in the late adlions
was great^ and required immediate repair. A fup-
ply of ammunition and provifion was alfo become
indifpenfable. To effeefl thefe purpofes, the admiral
■arrived at Madras the twentieth of July, and was

■ joined by the Sceptre of fix-four guns, which had
left England with Sir R. Bicker ton: But parting
with him foon after, (he had made all the expedition
.in her paflage pofiible.’ Anxious for the preferva- «.
tion of Trincomale, Sir Edward immediately dis­
patched the Monmouth and the Sceptre with fuch
reinforcements, and fupplies of men, ammunition,
and provifions, as appeared adequate to repel any
defultory attempts which the enemy ihould think
proper to make upon the place.

Mean while the Sieur d’ Aymar arrived at Point
de Gallis, lying on the fouth fide of the ifland of
Ceylon, in the St. Michael of fixty-four guns, ac­
companied by the Ifluftre of feventy-four. He had
- H h 4 under
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under his convoy the fecond divifion of the Mar­
quis de Bufly’s troops and artillery. ‘ Suffirein, ap-
pnfe 1 of this circumftance, joined them at that
ifland on the firfl: of Auguft. So difficult were the
means of information at that time, notwithftanding

. 5 • an army in the field, garrifons eveiy where in our
intereft, and the country fubftantially- our own,
that the news of this material occurrence only
reached Madras by acc:dent.- Captain Mitchel in
the Coventry frgate of thirty-two guns, cruizing on
the coaft of Ceylon, encountered the Bellona of
forty. The engagement continued two hours and
a half, and was iudained with great bravery on

■ both fides, -till the Bellona thought proper to de-
c'ine further conteft by an endeavour' to efca'pe.
Mitchel purfued her with fuch eagernefs, that he •

, x • ibon found himfelf in the midft of a French -fleet of
twenty-three fail, at the fame time that he knew*-
hot before of any fuch armament in -thefe feas. He

1 ‘ , foas the firfl: t) announce the intelligence to the ad-
•miral, who, anxious to difappoint the defigns of the «•
enemy againft Trlncomale, haftened his departure
for Ceylon’, with all the difpatch in his power.
But adverfe weather exceedingly retarded his pro- -
grefs; The French proceeded with‘alacrity - to

. ’ the attack of this important fortrefs, The expedi­
tion was performed with rapidity. They ihftaritly ,
landed their troops on the twenty-eighth of Auguft,
7 heir batteries were opened in two days-, and'the
guns from the garrifon' were fqon filenced.

' Next
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’Next morning the place was formally fummoned

to furrender. ' The terms allowed the garrifon were
fuch as -proved thoapprehenfion's entertained by’the ‘
enemy of 2 vifit from Sir Edward Hughes. He
arrived off Trincou ale on the fecund of Septem­
ber, -juft as the. French had iecured their new ac-
quifitions,. Their colours were then flying on all the
forts, and above thirty fail riding in all the bays.
Of thefe there were fifteen'fliips of th'e line,' in­
cluding three fifties. Ten or eleven were frigates-or
fire fliips, and the reft tranfports. • They had,
therefore, befides three fifties, twelve fliipsof fixty-
four guns and upwards, to oppofe td the Britifli
line of the fame number, in which-the Ifisof-fifty.
guns was deftined to grapple with one of their fixty-
fours. The -Englifh might well have avoided /an
engagement under -thefe circumftarices, but 'the
whole fquadron was fired with indignation by the
unexpected fall of Trincomale. After much hrefi-
tation on the part of the . enemy, and the exertion

•of confummate fkill onour’s, the action commenced
On the third of September. The French began to
fire upon the Englifli about half paft two o’clock.
The compliment .was returned within :a few minutes,

' and the engagement foon • became general. The
enemy’s additional fliips attacked with great-ardour
tfie extremities-of-out line, though the fliips occu-

■ pying thefe flattens wefe already clofely:and equally
engaged. The Worcefter was feverely -preffed,
but flie made • a--gallant‘defence ; and the Mon-
rnburh, by a- dreadful and 'well-aimed fin;, com-

pletely 
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pletely accomplifhed her refcue. The van,' by the
fame means, was equally expofed as the rear, to th®
furious, attack of fupcrior numbers. Five of the
-enemy’s fhips fell down in a clufter upon the Exeter
and Ifis. The firft of thefe fhips feems. to have been
deftined to fight againft the greateft odds. She was
■fo difabled in this dreadful conteft as to tetire from
the line, while the weak and forlorn Ifis was'
abandoned to run the’gauntlet under the fucceflive
fire of feveral (hips, before fhe could in any degree
be fupported. . The center divifions on both fides
were in the mean time qlofely engaged (hip to

. fhip, and the rival commanders in the Superbe and
the Heros exhayfted their rage againft each other.
The French admiral’s fecond a-ftern, at half paft
three o’clock, had her mizen-maft (hot away; and,
nearly about the fame time, his fecond a-head
Joft both her fore and mizenrtop-mafts. The battle
continued with equal fiercenefs and obftinacy, -
through every part of the lines, till half paft five,
when the wind (hifted fuddenly from the fouth-weft
to the eaft-fouth-eaft.' Sir Edward Hughes then,
made the dignal for wearing, and the evolution
took-place with the greateft facility and expedition-
Th? French were either wearing or flaying their
(hips until the Englifh renewed the engagement on
the other tack-with redoubled violence. 'The Hero.

■ loft her main-maft at twenty minutes paft fix, and
her mizen-maft foon after. The main-top-maft of
the Worcefter w'as (hot away about the fame time,
!t was about feven o’clock when the body of the

French
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French fquadron hauled their wind to the fouth-
ward. They were expofed, and received a moft
fevere fire from the rear of the Englilh line, for
twenty minutes after. They then .got clear off,
and the ailion entirely ceafed. ” . -

No battle at fea was ever better fought; and it
terminated a ferics of naval engagements, which
for ardour, obftinacy and gallantry of enterprize,
have not been exceeded in any part of the world.
Perhaps there is no inftance of the fame men and
the fame fhips meeting fo often, and fighting”fo
defperately, in fo fhort a fpace of time. • The
darknefs of the night, and the proximity of Trin-
comale, did not permit any purfuit of the enemy,,
though in foil our fleet were in po condition for fuch
Service. By day-light next morning- the French
were entirely out of fight. Our lofs of men was fo
fmall as to be almoft incredible. We had only fifty-
one killed and not quite three hundred wounded.
Three officers of diftinguifhed merit, Captains Wood

‘ of the Worcefter, Watt of the Sultan, and Lumley
'of the Ifis, were among the flain. Other brave
men, belonging to the 78th and 98th regiments,
fell at the fame time, and not a few were wounded.
■Colonel Fullarton, and feveral excellent officers,
with the men under their command, deferve pecu­

liar praife for their exertions during the whole of this
■very fevere and trying fervice. .*1  he naval officers
through the whole fleet were emulous only in excel­
ling each other. They ailed with a harmony, an

'■ . '■ . ... ; . ardour 
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ardour and a promptitude, which, on every occa-
fion, did honour to the difcipline of the navy. .
■4 The French took fheker in the road of Trinco-
male that very night ; and fuch was the precipi­
tation of their flight from the fcene of acftion, that
the L’Orient of feventy-four guns, one of their
Left fhips, was loft in the a<ft of getting in. Four
hundred and twelve of their men were killed, fix
hundred and feventy-fix wounded. The crew of
the Heros, at the beginning of the engagement,
amounted to twelve hundred in number. Of thefe
no Jefs than one hundred and forty-feven were kill­
ed, and two hundred and forty wounded 1 a car-?
nage feldom equalled, except in the cafes of burn­
ing or bio wing up. On this occafion, fix Frerfch cap­
tains were broke and fent prifonersto the Mauritius.

• ‘ During the dreadful conflict, which raged equally
by fea and land in the fouthern extremities of In­
dia, the council-general of Bengal laboured, with
inceflant afliduity and the moft confummate addrefs, •
to obtain a'feparate peace with the Marrattos.
The ruin of the Carnatic ; the uncertain ifiue .of
the war with Hyder Ally; the frefh :and formida­
ble acceflion of ftrength which now co-operated
with our former enemies againft us, in confequence
•of a new fcene of hoftilities both with France and
Holland ; and the enormous and increafing expen­
diture, indifperifable to an eflecftive ftruggle for ex-
iftence under all thefe embarrafling circumftances;
controlled that turbulent fpirit^of ambition which
had brought our intereft in that country to a fitua-

tion
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tion of the moft imminent hazard, and rendered
the fuperior government as anxious for the return
of peace as it had formerly been for the com­
mencement of war.

Moodajee Sindia had given early and repeated
proofs of a ftrong predilection for the Englifh. It
was at his inftance the releafe of the Bombay army,
which had been captured at Worgaum, was fo ge-
neroufly .ordered, that .the Poonah minifters had -
(hewn, all along, fuch a ftrong inclination to fettle
all our differences with the Durbar, rather in the
cabinet than the field; and that their hoftilities
againft us had been carried on throughout with fo
muph moderation, under the moft grievous provo-
>cations. Thefe favourable difpofitions were che-

• riftied by the^council of Calcutta, with fuch eager-
nefs and effeCt, that a feparate peace had been
.negociated and concluded with this chief, by -
Colonel Muir, about the latter end of 1781. The
•fuccefs of a treaty, thus feafonable and important,
pointed out Moodajee as the moft likely inftrument
of reftoring harmony between the Eriglifh and the
Marratto ftates. His immenfe territorial dominions
which he held of the Marratto empire by a loofe
•feudal tenure; his chara&eriftic refpeiftability
from perfonal honour ; his very powerful con­
nections-in that divifion of .the .empire ; and efpe-

’■ cially his predominant influence in the decifions of
< the Durbar, qualified him, in an eminent degree,

for carrying on and bringing to a conclusion this
important negociation. ,
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It was at a town called Salbey, where Sindia had

his head quarters; that this celebrated treaty wa$
figned, on the 17th of May [1782]. The bufi*
nefs was tranfacffed, on our part, by Mr. Andert ■
ion, with great add-refs,' and to whofe indefatiga­
ble attention and perfevering vigilance and ability;
in urging and fupporting our various claims, we
owe the many important advantages which diftin-
guifh this peace. All places taken by the English
iince the treaty of Poorunder, from the Marrattos;
were to be reftored within two months. Salfette and
the adjoining iflands, with Broach and its terri­
tories; were ceded to the Englifh for ever. A claim
upon a contiguous diftricff, formerly promifed as a
•mark of friendfhip to the Englifh, was now, a<t
the particular requeft of Sindia, rClinquifhed. The
two Guiacars were to be placed exactly in the fitu-
ation they occupied before the war, their territories
to be.fubjeCled to all former tributes and fervices
Jo the Peifhwa; and no retrofpecffion taken of their
conduft, nor any demands made for the time paft'

. Ragoba was allowed four months to determine the
place of his future refidence, and the Englifh pro­
hibited from affording him any protection or mo­
ney. He had the choice of refiding with Sindia,; '
and the Peifhwa was bound to allow him an annual
penfion of three Jacks. Thus circumftanced, Ra­
goba was reduced to the neceffity of relinquifhing
and revoking all territories, or grants of territories,
made by him to the Englifh. The Marrattos at
the fame time engaged that Hyder Ally fhould

. ■ furrender -
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furrender whatever he had taken from the Com- *
pany and their allies during the war; and that a mu- ' *
tual exchange of prifoners fhould take place. By
the performance of thefe conditions, and fo long
as Hyder fhould preferve them inviolate, the Eng-*

. lifh were bound to ad in no refpeCl hoftilely againft
him. The Peifhwa even ftipulated, for himfelf and
the whole Marratto people, that no other European
nation fhould eftablifh factories in any part of their
dominions, or be a party in any fyftem of inter-
courfe or friendfhip whatever with the Durbar, or
any individual chief or tributary of the empire.
The Englifh in return renounced all right to afford

. the leaft afliftance to any power in the Deccan at
enmity with the Peifhwa. In a fubfequent article,
the contracting powers mutually agreed, that nei- ’
ther fhould contribute to the aid of whoever might
•be in a ftate of hoftility with the other that the
allies on both tides fhould be included in the be­
nefits, and bound by the conditions of this treaty;

-and that the principals only fhould be refponfible
for the conduct of all the fubordinate members
under their refpeCiive authority. •. 1 J.

Sindia was the mutual guarantee of the peace,
-- and in that refpeCi pledged for the fidelity of both

parties. He was thus fpecifically and folemnly
bound, in cafe of any violation, or infraction of the
termsnow reciprocally adopted, to afiift the injured
in procuring adequate redrefs. Like all other ftatef-
men, Sindia, in the part he afted on this occafion,
was not inattentive to his own interefl. 1 he city
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of Broach, with all its valuable territories, which
•yield an annual revenue of two hundred thoufand
pounds, was, by private or feparate agreement,
ceded to him and his family for ever, by the Eng-.
lifh. Such an immenfe acceflion of dominion and
treafure 'facilitated his aggrandizement in the em­
pire, and increafed his influence to fuch a degree,
as may occafion further revolutions in that unfettled
and precarious government. And, from the length
of time that elapfed before the Ratification was
eflecled, notwithftanding the remonftrances both
of the governor-general and Sindia*,  it is plain the
meafure was not completed without confiderable
.difficulties at the court of Pooriah. Nana Furnefe
and Sindia are evidently.at the head of the two
parties, which by their union govern, or by their
diflention may convulfe the empire. A jealouiy,
originating in fo much co-ordinate power, muft of
confequence fubfift between them. And it is not
improbable that the extenfive acquifitions, .which
Sindia obtained by this treaty, had already cha- ■
grined and difgufted his powerful and wary rival.

The Englifh fleet, after the action of the third of
September, returned with 'all the’ expedition they.
could to Madras, where the admiral intended to '
flay no longer than while the fhips.could be haftily ■
repaired, and fuch a flock of' frefli water arid pro-
vifions procured as might fupply them during their
paflage to Bombay. Before thefe purpofes could
be accompliflied, the fleet was deftined to fuftain

’ one of the moft tremendous hurricanes that ever hap-
. . . / peaed
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pencd .on that coaft. It was fortunate that they
anchored in water fifteen fathom deep, and that the
tempeft blew from the fhore. They inftantly parted
.their cables, and put out .to fea. The fliore for
feveral miles was a complete wreck, interfperfed
with (hocking fpe&acles of. dead bodies. The
howling of the tempeft, the roaring of the fea,
and the cries of fuch as ftruggled hard for life,-
were dreadful and affecting beyond defcription..
Many Englifh trading veffels, of which the Earl of
Hertford Indiaman was one, were either funk at
anchor, or dafhed in pieces on the fliore. No; dels'
■than a hundred coafters perifhed in this manner.
Such as had nbt been fuddenly overwhelmed, but
got out to fea, for the moft part efcaped. A.very-
few had even the good fortune to brave and rid®
out the florin, . . ■ ■ '

At this moment a famine, raged in Mad<is, and
every part of the Carnatic; and, by the tempeft
now defcribed, .all foreign refources, that depend*-
ed on an intercourfe by fea, were at an end. Al­
ready had the rice fliips, fince their arrival on.tha
coaft, been feverely pillaged by the Trench j .and
the town of Madi as was reduced to great hard-
(hips by the want of that article. Acoofiderable
fupply had reached the harbour previous to the hur­
ricane, but moft of the veflels were loft before
they could difeharge their cargoes. Money.could
now procure no relief, where the neceflaries of
life did not exift. The roads, the outlets, and even
the ftreets^ were every where choked up with

I i* * heap?
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heaps of dead, and crowds of the dying. Two

•hundred at leaft of the natives periflied every day
in the city and fuburbs: Others had fome refource in
animal food: But the milerable Hindoos, in this
affiidting exigency, were greatly diftinguilhed by
peculiar fortitude and refignation j who, rather
than preferve life at, the expence of their laws,
religion, and cuftoms, endured the. moft. exqui-
fite torment without murmur or complaint. The
alms of the fettlemcnt were certainly liberal.
All was done which private charity could do.

. But it was a whole people in beggary; a nation
.who ftretched out its hand for food. Of all the
calamities which befet and way-lay the life of
man, this plague of hungar comes the neareft to
our hearts, and is that in which the proudeft of us
all feels himfelf to be nothing more than he isl
Supplies were. difpatched from Bengal with more
expedition than was even expedled. But, notwith-

. (landing all the laudable diligence exerted in the
godlike work of humanity and beneficence on that
mournful occafion, for eighteen months did this de-

' - • ftrudtion rage from the gates of Madras to the
gates of Tanjore 1 All this time thefe creatures of

, fufferance, whofe very excefsand luxury, in their
moft plenteous days, had fallen fhort.bf our fe­
vered fafts, filent, patient, refigned without fedi-

-*  tion or difturbance, . almoft without complaint, pe-
rifired in fuch- multitudes, in the very granary of
India, that above, ten thoufand of the natives were

v . . lup-
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fuppofed to have been fwept away by this fcourge
of nations ! • . .

Our fleet in the mean time had fuffered moft
extreme diftrefs in failing round for Bombay. For
a whole month no two fllips of the fquadron had
been able to fpeak with each other. Such was
the condition of the Superbe, that the admiral
was obliged to fllift his flag to the Sultan. It was-
not until nearly the latter end of December that
our fliattered fliips arrived at Bombay. The crews
were all fickly, but foon recovered. Sip Richard
Bickerton now made his appearance at Madras
from Bombay,-without having either experienced'
any ill weather or feen a Angle Ihip belonging to
the fleet. He' had under convoy three regiments
of infantry of one thoufand men each, of which one
was Hanoverian, befldes Sir John Burgoyne’s regi­
ment of light horfe, amounting to three hundred
and forty, and a thoufand recruits, which had been
raifed for the Company's fer.vice in Ireland. The •
fliips were five in the line, and in excellent'
condition, and both feamen and troops uncom--
monly healthy.- Sir Richard inftantly returned to
Bombay, tha the might join the admiral, and, with­
out encountering any-adverfe winds whatever, ar*
rived even Ibme weeks before him.

The French, from the pofleffion of Trincomale,
enjoyed in fome degree the fovereignty of thefe
feas, and in the abfence of the Britifh fleet con-
Aderably hampered and embarrafled the coafling

J j 2 tradv, 
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trade, both of the Company and the natives. They

. afterwards proceeded to Achen, on the coaft of,
Sumatra, probably for the acquifition of fuch lup-
plies as could not be obtained in Ceylon. The
mighty armament from France, containing the laft
divifion of De Buffy’s troops, five thoufand men,
feveral freffi fliips of war, an ample fupply of na­
val and military ftores, and a train of artillery the
moft formidable and complete that ever was fent to

■ India, was at the fame time expelled. And no doubt
■was entertained, but,'by fuch a powerful reinforce­
ment, the tide of war would be immediately and

■'effectually turned againft the Englifh.,
In conference, however^, of our peace with the

Marrattos, it was refolved "to create fuch a diver­
lion on the Malabar coaft, as would probably im­
pel Hyder to abandon the Carnatic for the protec­
tion of his own dominions. Colonel Humberftone,-
at the head of a confiderable detachment both of
the King and Company’s forces, was immediately
difpatched on this fervice, and foon gained poffef-
fion of the ancient and royal capital of Calicut-
Quitting the fea coaft, he probably now bent his
courfe towards; the frontiers of the Coimbatout
country*  - He encountered many difficulties, but.
captured in his march a great number of fuch fmall-
forts as are placed in that part of India for guarding.
the narrow paffcs and deep defiles which' abound
in thefe mountainous regions. Haying taken and
garrifoned Mungarry Cottah, a fort fo ftrongly
lituated as to afford a fecure. retreat, he advanced

— v co



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 485 '
lo the fiege of Palacatcherry, a place of more con-
^deration and ftrength than any he had yet at­
tacked. This object, however, from the appear­
ance of the enemy, he was fuddenly compelled to
abandon. He was even purfued and attacked with
fuch fury and effeft, that, befides the number of
men who fell, he loft both his baggage and pro-
vifions. Major Hutchinfon of the 98th regiment .
“was mortally wounded. ’ • . * ■

The prefidency of Bombay being now liberally
Supplied with money from Bengal, for giving vigour
and difpatch to the meafures in that quarter, and
apprehenfive that Humberftone’s fituation might be
perilous, difpatched General Matthews, with fuch
troops as could then be muftered, to his affiftance.
Tippoo Saib had in the mean time, with incredi­
ble celerity and addrefs, arrived from the Carnatic, .
with the exprefs intention of deftroying the Britifh .
detachment at Mungarry Cottah. But the colonel,
receiving intelligence of the enemy’s intention,
immediately razed the fortification, and retreated
to Ramgarree, which Tippoo’s rapid approach'
forced him to abandon with precipitation. In two

.-days, and not without fome rifk from parties of
the enemy’s horfe, who harrafled our march ex­
ceedingly, he reached Banian on the twentieth of
November. ' ,

Here Colonel Macleod was juft arrived from
Madras, and the command of the forces of courfe
devolved on him. The detachment was fuddenly
invefted by the enemy,-confiding of eight thoufand

I i 3 regular 
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regular infantry, fome hundreds of Europeans, fix
thoufand of the native militia, under the poligars,
and a body of ten thoufand horfe. They were
headed by Tippoo Saib and Mohf. Lally. Our
troops were ftrongly pofted, and with indefatigable
induftry and great art had improved the old by a
great variety of new works. The enemy’s can-
ridnade, though kept up for feveral days, did little
execution. The Britifli commander attempted to
furprife Tippoo’s camp. The e'nterprife, however,
.was fuddenly relinquifhed, as impracticable,’ both
from the vigilance and number of the enemy. A
few days afterwards, a vigorous and well-concerted
attack, was made on the Britifh lines. But the
enemy, who employed their whole European force

.on this defperate fervice, were every where re-
- -pulfed with the greateft gallantry. Two hundred of

their dead were abandoned to the care of the Eng-
lifh/and the French officer, who led up one of the
columns to the attack, was taken prifoner. " •

Tippools repaffing the river Panian was a proof
of the defeat. A ftate of inaction fucceeded on
both fides for fome days. In the night of the
eleventh of December, Tippoo fuddenly decamp^
ed, and marched back with rapidity for the Car­
natic. General Matthews, apprifed of this cir-
cumftance, inftantly changed his intended route
down the coaft, and diredied his march to thofe
valuable territories of the enemy which appeared
the moft vulnerable and remote from fuccour. He
therefore advanced with-the fleet and forces to the

. - river
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river IVIirjee, which falls into the fea eighty miles
fouth^of Goa, and five leagues north of Onore;. '
This city, lies midway between Panian and. Bom-,.
bay, and nearly three hundred miles diftant from
both. The general directed his courfe towards this
important place. All the troops that could be fpared.
from the defence of other pofts on that extenfive
coaft were ordered to meet him here, and afift in.
his intended operations. Macleod, who had been
recently reinforced by fome troops from Bombay,-
embarked as many as the tranfports could receive,
with whom he proceeded, under convoy of the Ifis
and the Juno, to join the general. The two other
regiments of fepoys only were leftatTellicherry, in
readinefs to proceed with the elephants and draught
bullocks, under convoy of the African man of
war, as foon as other vefiels fhould arrive for their.
conveyance. Trior, however, to the junction of
the troops, Onore-had fallen into our hands, and
the moft memorable circumftance of the capture ■
was the dreadful flaughter which took place, of all
fexes, ages< and orders, as well as of the garrifon.
The governor, and above a thoufand men, were
made prifoners. The defence could not be great,

‘ as no regular troops of the enemy were within
reach to lend any affiftance, when the attack was
made. We have no' authentic accounts of the
fpoil, though it is conjeftured to be very great, .
and to have occafioned that difguft among the
Britifh officers, which afterwards proved of the
worft confequences to the army in general,

“I i 4 ‘ The -
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The time, place, and other • circumflances of

Hyder Ally’s death/ are not. afcertained with any
degree.of certainty. He probably died about the
end of. 1782. ft was, for many reafons, a matter
of the greateft importance to keep fo interefling
an event concealed, at the precife crifis when it

■ happened. And the moment the fecret was dif-
cdve'red, no one thought of detailing circUmftanti-
ally what had been fo long known to all fuch as
were moft interefted in the confequences. . His
character for enterprife, for fyftcm in conduct,
for firmnefs in difficulty, and for moderation in
fuccefs, was, in fome degree, .new in India. He
poflefled a genius, - which embraced at once all
the friultifarious objects of government and .war.
The policy neceflary to the arrangements of the
one and the ftratagem of the other he digefted, and
applied as emergencies arofe, or contingencies took
place, with equal dexterity, fimplicity and fuccefs.
The refumption of the ancient Mahommedan .em­
pire was among his earlieft conceptions; and
perhaps to this magnificent profpbtfl all his fubfe-
quent exertions, conquefts, and regulations, were
directed. He wifhed, in order to the accomplifh-
ment of this fplendid and interefling revolution,
to reduce the Europeans in the various parts of the
continent to their original ftate of merchants and
factors ; to form his military on a fyftem of me­
chanical and fcientific operation; and to create
fuch an invincible navy as fhould protect for ever
the coafts, in every part of the continent, from
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all the invafions and infults of foreigners. He afled . •
with fo much equity and mildnefs, that no prince
was ever more popular in his own dominions; he
commanded fo ably one of the moft numerous ar­
mies that ever took the field, that no general was '
ever regarded with higher veneration, of obeyed.
with greater promptitude and zeal. He was feldom-

., deceived in his politics as a ftatefman, or cruel to
his captives as a conqueror. He blended, with the- -
authority and fagacity of the magistrate, the vir­
tues of humanity 5 . and, in all the plenitude of ■
power; #eVer forgot that he was a man. He re­
warded merit magnificently, but punilhed every
fpecies of perfidy with exemplary feverity. He ful­
filled the conditions of his friendfhips and engage*
ments with rigid punctuality : In his enmities, as
the cafe of the Company demonftrates, he avowed
the influence of every paffion which contributed to .
prompt, facilitate,- or accomplifh his revenge. :.

The prefidency of Bombay had ordered General
Matthews, on fuppofition of Hyder’s, death, to
ufe all his exertions in penetrating the' Bednore or.
Canara country; and particularly to gain pofleflion
of the capital, where the treafures of Hyder were
faid to be depofited. He accordingly proceeded
further down the coaft j and, purfuing the line of
conduft propofed, ftormed the town of Cundapore,
without any material lofs or difficulty. He repre-
fented, at the fame time, however, in hisdifpatches,
the utter impratfability of executing the plan fug- .
gefted to him. Thisdefpondency on his parr



49° TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA.
■ produced much diffatisfadiion and chagrin . on

that of the prefidency, who had indulged the
moft fanguine expectations from, his fuccefs, under
circumftances thus favourable to their inclinations.

; t ' They preferved, however, fuch a deference for
his opinion, that they relaxed their former orders,
and in their new inftruments, which they immedi­
ately djfpatched, left the profecution of any fuch
enterprife, as they had formerly mentioned, ut­
terly to his own difcretion. But at the very time
he had thus earneftly remonftrated againft the or­
ders of his employers, it feems to have been his

• • ~ determination to put them literally in execution.
• It is a pity the fubfequent part-of this campaign
cannot be obliterated from human remembrance.
All correfpondence for the moment was fufpended,
as all ideas of refponfibility feems to have been

■ s forgotten. The fame atrocious principles, which
flained with indelible infamy the fap of Onore,

' marked the future progrefs of the army, until the
imprecations of injured innocence were fignally re­
alized in the'deftinies that awaited them. r

Of fadts which have not tranfpired no diflindt
narrative can be given; but of many cruelties not
related there can be little doubt, from the' nature
of fuch as are well authenticated. It was expected
by the government of Bombay, that the fubje&s
of Tippoo Sultan would be eager .to revolt on
hearing of his father’s death. This idea was

* furely either not adopted or not underftood by the
army; for the furprifing, furrounding, and maf-

facrcing. 1 f J . • ■
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facreing crowds of unmilitary poligars at their pofts,
without pity or remorfe, are'among the exploits of
this war, which we find retailed with the fame in­
difference in which they probably happened. The
fortrefs of Aumampore was taken by ftorm. The
governor’s mode of defence' had not pleafed the
befiegers. The garrifon were fo entirely maflacred,
that only one horfeman is faid to have efcaped,
defperately wounded. In this havock might be -
feen four hundred beautiful women, bleeding with
the wounds of the bayonet; and others expiring,
while the foldiers, in brutal tumult, ftript them of
their jewels, and committed every outrage on their
bodies; But fuch obje&s as thefe are of a fpecies
too horrid to be detailed dr defcribed 1 -

By a lucky concurrence of circumftances, which
fometimes conneft that fuccefs with temerity .which
is due only to prudence, and forefight,- a party,
confiding of the Bombay company of Europeans,
and between three and four hundred fepoys, dis­
patched on the defperate and'important fervice of
forcing a pafs or defile about eight feet wide, three
miles in length, and ftrongly fortified, were fortu­
nate enough to difpoffefs the enemy, who left five
hundred of their killed and wounded behind, and
the Englifh matters of the place. Thus were the
barriers of this rich and beautiful country effec­
tually thrown down, and a- free communication
opened between the fea coaft and the kingdom of
Canara, where Hyder’s favourite palace flood r

• . where 
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where the principal officers of his government r«-
fided ; whither all the nobility in every quarter of
his dominions reforted ; where- his chief Haram
v/as eftabliflied'; where his treafures, and every
other thing on which he had fet his heart, were de-
pofited.- The capital of this ancient independent -
kingdom, in which a long illuftrious race of fove-
reigns, who placed their only glory in the happi-
nefs of a flourifhing, faithful, free and contented
people, lived and died among their fubjedls, like
a father or patriarch in the midft of his family, was '
formerly called Bednore, but had of late changed
its name to Hyder Nagur, or the royal city of
•Hypler,. a name which the Englifh did not then ad­
mit, and which they hoped to have utterly abo­
lished. Such was the fplendour, magnificence and
extent of this fequeftered metropolis, that fome of
its principal ftreets ran nearly in a right line
fix Englifh miles in length, while its magnitude
was utterly Ipft in the infinite variety of beauties
both of nature and prt, in which it abounded.
The inhabitants chiefly confift of the great and the
wealthy, who occupy the moft fumptuous houfes
and fpacious gardens, inclofing vaft refervoirs of
water and every other luxury, which the foil, the .
climate and the feafon can afford. Chriftianity,
fo congenial to the moft poliflied ftate of fociety,
had early found its way, by the pious' affiduity of
the Portuguefe, to this elegant retreat, and ftill
flourifhcd fo much, that abqye thirty thoufand

' ' Chriftiaps
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Chriftians were faid, at this timg, to be within the
walls of Bednore. .' » ' ’
. Hyat Saib, a native, was intrufted with the go- ’
vernment of this valuable town ; and, from his ab­
solute incapacity to withftand the efforts of fuch a
force as now appeared againft . it, he xefolved to
rifk nothing. but his own honour in its Safety. Th*
moment our army had ftormed the gates, or Scaled
the mountains which hid and defended the country,
he difpatched agents-to the camp with terms of
accomodation. A private treaty then took place
between him and the general, the particulars of
which, in a great meafure', are. Still -unknown. -
Its leading articles are fup.pofed.to have .been, that;
the capital, the country, the fortrefs at Bednor.e,
-the public treafures and property^' were to be de­
livered, up to the Englifh; that the inhabitants'
were mot to be molefted either in their perfons or
property •> and that Hyat Saib was to continue in
the government, with: the fame powers.he enjoyed
under Hyder. Thefe conditions where, however/ /
-infringed the moment the army got poffeffionof rhe
place,’which was early in February 178 3/The go-

„ vernor was flung into prifon, and the inhabitants.
were, much alarmed. Fourteen lacks were found in
the Durbar, which the general (hewed to the offi­
cers, and declared to be the property of the army.;
There was much more treafjjre and jewels not ex-
pofed, but the*  breach between Hyat Saib and the
general being made up, the former claimed the.
whole as his own private property, to whom, upon

that 
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that plea, it was even reftored by the latter. This
management, which had already been praiiifed at
Onore, the officers refented with indignation.
Some of thefe were carried to Hyat Saib, who
made the army a prefent of twenty thoufand pounds,

. which rather increafed- than quafhed the fufpicions
*•' entertained of this myfterious tranfadljon.. Nor

was this the only or moil difgufting circumftance
th the general’s conduct He had the misfortune
to give a raffi decifion in a point of etiquette be*
tween the King’s officers and thofe of the Com­
pany, which obliged Colonels Macleod and Hum-
'beriione, with Major .Shaw, to quit the army foon
after the taking Bednore.

During the execution of thefe meafures, no
official difpatches whatever arrived at Bombay.;.
The prefidency received all the information which
they had, concerning his operations, from the
officers who refufed to ferve any longer .under his
command, and were now . returned to Bombay,

— About a week afterwards, indeed, a letter from the
general was received, ’but it did not mention a
fy liable of what they were moft concerned to know. -
It gave a general detail of uninterefting operations,
recriminated on the officers who had abandoned
die fervice, and urged the indifpenfable neceffity
of ample and immediate reinforcements. But the -
ground of the difpute, and' what became of the
treafure, were points on’ which he vouchfafed no
information. He referred indeed to fome differ­
ence which had fubfifted. between him and Colo-

• nel
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nel Macleod, concerning the manner of fupplying
the King’s troops on fervice, and to certain docu­
ments on that iubject, which he fuppofed had been
already laid before the board. The prefidency
were therefore under a neceffity of applying to
Macleod and Humberftone for all the verbal evi­
dence they-could afford, and whatever papers they
pofiefled concerning the proceedings and ftate of '
the army during the period of the operations in.
queftion. It was confequently declared that impu-

• tations of the moft ferious nature, and fupported
by the ftrongeft evidence, appeared againft the
general; and, fatisfied that the fervice could not
profper under fuch a leader,- the board thought it '

' their duty not to continue him any longer in the.
command. A refolution accordingly' parted, of
removing him from the command, and fufpending
him from the Company’s fervice, until he ihould
clear up the charges that flood againft him. Colo­
nel .Macleod was immediately appointed his fuc-
ceflbr, and Colonel Humberftone and Major Shaw
required to join the army.

Matthews had alfo apprifed the prefidency of his
>pprehenfions that an enemy of great force was.

• jvirhin thirty miles-, though it was afterwards found
.that no fuch enemy exifted, or had appeared long
pofterior to the date of his letter, in that country. .
Hyat Saib deceived the credulous general into a
conviction that he would raife troops in defence of
the Englifh, at the fame time that he prevented
every appearance of commotion in the country, in

order
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order to lull them into fuch a ftate of fecjurity as
might render them an eafy prey to the vengeance
which was fuddenly to overwhelm them. Their

- operations were at the fame time carried ‘ on
againft feveral places on the coaft, with expedition
andfuccels. A Captain Carpenter, in that direc­
tion which lies toward Goa, invading the Soondah
diftricft, foon reduced the Carwar, and every other

'fort. , 
But the capital expedition was againft Manga­

lore, This was Hyder’s principal dock-yard,
where the rudiments of a formidable navy were
japidly riling into form j where three fhips of the.
line, from fifty to fixty guns, were nearly finished j
where feveral others of different fizes were alfp
upon die ftocks ; and where large quantities of nar
.val ftores were depofited. Two battalions of fepoys
from the Bednore country, were difpatched to inr
veft the place. A mine was foon. fpruiig, which
it is faid blew up .eighty fepoys. The furvivors,
notwithftanding, carried the town fword in band,
The governor,-with his troops, took refuge in the
fort, which, though a place of fome ftrength, made
little, refiftance after the general’s arrival with th$
artillery. In thirty-fix hours after the batteries
began, to' play, a practicable breach was opened,
The governor immediately furrendered. 'The fe-
curity of perfon and private property was granted
to the captured. Thus were ,moft of the ftrcfag
holds on the -Malabar coaft in our poffeffion. -s

.The
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T he country, however, though overrun, was

not conquered. Thefe advantages were obtained •
on no plan or principal that could render them fe-
Cure. The Sultan, after much deliberation, and
fuch a degree of caution, as to thofe not in the
fecret of his meafures might have an appearance
of hefitation, refolved on an immediate deliver-
ance of his paternal dominions. Our expedition
therefore, notwithftanding the very culpable man­
ner in which it was executed, produced the pre-
cife effect for which it was conceived, and .to
which it was directed.

7 ■ he general, for whofe want of ferious confi*
deration’ in a fituation fo precarious it is impotti-
ble to give any fatisfafiory account, inftead of
withdrawing his troops’ and artillery entirely from
.the open Bednore country, and potting them th
the gauts which were already fortified and deemed
impregnable, on the firft. intelligence of the ene­
my’s approach, marched at the head of little f
more than two thoufand troops to encounter in the
open field ja force- fo numerous, that they not only*
filled all the adjacent plains, but covered the hills
to a greater diftance than the eye could reach.
The attack commenced on the part of the ene­
my by a French detachment. Five hundred of
our men are faid to have fallen by this furious
onfet in a few minutes. The general foon felt the
abfence of . a Baillie or a Braithwaite. And he
made a precipitate retreat to the fortrefs, aban- ’
doning the city entirely. The Sultan wok every
. Kk pollible • 
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poflibl.e ^precaution to flint up all communication
dither with the low country, or the fea coaft.
The garrifon in the gauts, which 'might have
preserved this important pafs, made a miferable
defence. The few fugitives who efcaped flung
the garrifon of Cundapore into a panic. The
precipitation and confufionj' produced by an im-
pulfe thus fudden and irrefiftible, were fo great,
that numbers of men and horfes were inevitably.
drowned in the hurry of making their efcape;
rhe magazines were fet on fire, and a large train
of artillery difabled or abandoned. This'valuable
repofitory of ftores and provifions being at once .;
evacuated and deftroyed, the remainder of the
garrifon fled to Onore. Captain Torreano, who
commanded in this place, had much merit in pro­
testing his own troops from the panic which had^
feized their fellow foldiers, whom he had alfo the
good fortune of reftoring in fome meafure to their
fenfes. He then made a fpiritcd exertion to re­
cover the artillery which had been left at Cunda­
pore, but without effeSl, as the whole was already
in pofleflion of the enemy.

The garrifon in the fortrefs of Bednpre were in
feventeen days reduced. to the greateft extremities..
Great-numbers had been flain during the fiege;
their fick and wounded exceeded five hundred ;
they were in great want of provifion ; and • the-.
fuperiority of the enemy’s fire ihcreafed prodigi-s
oufly. A capitulation therefore, after fome difii-r
culties, took place. The garrifon were to p’de

their
4
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their arms on the glacis, and to reftore all public
property, but allowed the honours of war 5 every
man to have the privilege of retaining what was his 'r'.
own, and a fafe paflage to Bombay, at the enemy’s
expence. To the general alfo was granted a guard !|
of four hundred of his own fepoys, with thirty-
fix rounds of ammunition. The pecuniary article
was however defeated. The fort was no fooner
furrendered, which happened on the twenty- -■
eighth,of April,, than,“That too much money might
not be found on one man, the general ordered his
his . officers to'draw on the pay-mafter for whatever' -
they wanted. By this treachery not a Angle ru­
pee remained in the fort when evacuated. The

. Sultan’s fufpicions being roufed by feveral circum- . '
fiances which led to a difeovery of the faefis, the ,

’ vengeance he inflifled was terrible and immediate*
He fent for Matthews; but, inftead of admiring him .
to his prefence, he had him thrown into irons. By
various pretences, all the principal officers were
detached from the army. They fuffered incredible
feverities for the outrages they committed on the
helplefs. In company with the general, they were
iiept in clofe imprifonment for feme time in Syring- ,
patnam. The general was put to death, it is faid,
by pouring a certain poifonous liquor down his .
throat. 'Twenty officers underwent the fame fate.
Captain Richardfon, who fuffered laft, threw him-
felf on his knees; and earneftly begged, the exe­
cutioners would at leaft fend to the Sultan for a <
confirmation of rhe fentence. This requeft was

K k .2 , not
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not granted, and he perifhed with his companions4
The cataftrophe of thefe unfortunate men can hardly

. be recollected, without at the fame time thinking of
the many innocent and defencelefs women who had.
fo recently fupplicated their humanity in vain.

• Whar were the entire amount of the treafure$
found in .the wealthy kingdom of Canara, has
.never been perfectly afcertained. It is averted in
one private account^ thauthe general got poffeflion
of a fum of thirty lacks of pagodas, befides an
infinite quantity of diamonds and precious ftones -r
that all this booty was fecreted, arid lent Jay his
brother to Bombay; that his brother foon after­
fell into the hands of the Nabob, who beheaded;
him; and, that the army was ftill uninformed
whether all or any of the treafure had even
reached the prefidency. By another account, it is
efiimated at ^forty-eight lacks of pagodas. Both.
eflimates were made fince the releafe-of the officers
from the long confinement they endured in that
country.

The conduct of the fepoys to their fellow fufi-
• ferers in this ignominious imprifonment, does ho­

nour to their feelings and attachment. TheyT
. cherifhed.the Europeans, . who were not fo. able to

fupport- the extremities of this fultry climate, with
.. every humane and tender attention in their power7~~

~ They refilled all the errors and allurements by
which they were tempted- to enter into the fervice
of the enemy. ’ And when they were permitted to
rejoin their officers they expreffed the finccreft fatif- ,

, : • faction,
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faction, and even prefente'd them with fuch fmall
Turns of money as they had been able to fave, for
their immediate accommodation.

The Sultan loft no time in leading his victorious
troops to the refcue of Mangalore. But here he
met with refiftance rather different from that which
lie had fo eafily fubdued at the citadel of Bednore.
Indeed .the whole energy of the attack depended'
on his French auxiliaries. By their exertions a
■breach was- a&ually made, when news arrived in
the camp of a, peace being concluded between

- England and France. ■. This event put an imme-
, 'riiate end to the operations of the befiegers. Not

all the promifes, threats, or the addrefs of the Sul­
tan, could prevail on the French to a<ft in any
manner againft the Englifh, or even to continue x-
longer in his camp. The cenfequcncn.wa^a
ceffation- of hoftilities oh both Udes. A mean
attempt after this was made to ftarve dur garri*
foh into a furrender. But they were feafonably re­
lieved by General Macleod, who. appearing on the
Goaft with a ftrong. reinforcement, obliged the
enemy .to afford them a fupply. No military oper- '
ation of any confequencer took place after this in
thefe parts. And in the following year a peace
yas concluded between the Company and the Sul-
tan, in which the conquefts on both fides were re-
flored, and the peace of India eftablifhed.

• qphc war which continued in the Carnatic, not-
withftanding the abfence of the Sultan, was chiefly
between the French and Englifh. Sir Eyre Coote,
who had gone- to Bengal for the recovery of his

•. Kk 3 health>
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health; -returned as fooh as he found his ftrength
in fome degreejrepaired, and brought with him ten
jacks of rupees. The Refolution, which carried
him, was very clofely purfucd during the pafiage,
by two French Ihips of the line.- The general’s

. anxiety' for the confequence, as the public were fo
deeply interefled, kept him conftantly on the deck
during the chafe. The fliip and treafure efcaped,
but the general only furvivejd his arrival two days;
His lofs to the Company and his.country was irre­
parable. Whatever might have beenhis imperfec­
tions in other refpedts, as a . profeffional rnan^ he
had few equals. • He had more military fcience arid ■
practice perhaps, than any other general of his time.
And it will be long remembered to his honour, as
an eulogy to which he was well entitled, that, when
out-affairs_on that fide of India had become des­
perate, his prefence reftored the confidence of a
difpirited army .: He was the terror of the moft for­
midable adverfary we ever had in 'that part of the
world, and literally the faviour of the Carnatic.

General Stuart, who had Succeeded to the com­
mand in the abfence of Sir Eyre Coote, was, on
his death, continued in that fituation. And the
aflion in which his abilities were moft diftinguiflied
happened at Cuddalore. The French, whom
was now an object to drive from the Carnatic,

. were ftrongly fortified in this place. In an at­
tempt to carry the oul-pufts of this fortrets, a- moft
bloody and defperate conflict enfued, in which tne
attack and defence continued to rage with equal

fiercencfs
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fiercenefs and obftinacy for fome time. Our
troops, however, fuccecdcd in the enterprife.
The killed, wounded, and miffing, including the ' ...
native troops, were not much ffiort of a thoufand
men. Of the French, notwithftanding their co­
ver, and the ftrength of their works, forty-two
officers, and fix hundred of their beft troops, were
killed or wounded. r' • . ..

This fevere battle was fought on the thirteenth
of June ; andon the twentieth of the fame month
Sir Edward Hughes and Suffrein met once more,
for the fifth and laft time, as enemies in the Indian

_. feas. The Englifh, in their turn, had a fuperi-r
ority of force, and oppofed fevent&en fhips to •
only fifteen of the enemy; but their crews, had
been greatly debilitated by ficknefs. A prodi-—
gious cannonade was kept up, from a few minutes
paft four till feven o’clock in the evening, without
intermiffion.. The enemy then hauled off, as they;
had kept a cautious diRance through the whole en-
gagement. On the morning they were wholly out
of figh’t, and difcovered the day after at anchor,.
in the road off Pondicherry. Here Sir Edward
dared them the whole of this day, but was imme-r-
diately obliged to put into Madras for frefh water. •
And Suffrein took that opportunity of returning to
Cuddalore, where he landed two thoufand and four
hundred of his own men, to affift De Bully in the

-defence of that valuable place.
The befieged, from this and feveral other cir-

cumftances, became fo confident of their ftrength,
' K k 4 that
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that they determined to attempt our intrenchments.
And bur army was not, at that time, in the beft
condition for fuftaining fuch an onfet. The en­
forcements, which the general had ordered from
Madras, had not yet arrived. Nor was Colonel
Fullarton returned from an expedition on which he
had been fent in the Coimbatour country. Sir Ed­
ward Hughes had departed, and.the enemy’s fleet
were at anchor in the road. Under all thefe dif-
couraging, circumftances, and notwithftanding the
force deflined for the furprife of the Englifli con-
lifted of the flower of the French army, and were
led to the attack by fome of their moft approved
officers, they were received in a manner but little
expefted. The adlion commenced, on the part of
the French, at three o’clock in the morning, when
they endeavoured to furprife our troops. They
had, on the firft attack, fuch an advantage only as
could be expected againft men'not regularly pre- .
pared to receive them. The aflailants, however,
foon found themfclves on hoftile ground. The
Englifli armed in a moment, and fpeedily re­
venged the infult. Not contented with maintain­
ing their pofts, they drove the enemy from the in­
trenchments, and pufhed them fo hard on every
fide, that a complete route inftantly took place.
The Chevalier de Damas, who headed the party,
fcveral officers, and about one hundred and fifty
men, were taken prifoners. Our lofs was inconsi­
derable. The fepoys who fought, and even foiled

fome

t



I •
' 'TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 50$

fome of the heft troops of France, with the bay-
• onet, fuffered ftioft.

, Soon after this fally, information was received
at Cuddalore, from Lord Macartney and Sir Ed­
ward tlughes, that peace was re-eftablifhed be-

. - tween the French and Englifh in Europe. All
further hoftilities between the two armies imme­
diately ceafed, and the prifoners of each were
mutually exhanged.

E N D.
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