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PREFACE

Numberless writers of stories are ab present pushing
forward for the fame of guthors, and trying to make up one
department of Marathi Literature: Novels and Dramas, or
light lilerature as tbey are popularly called. I believe all
aducated people will agree with me in saying that not even
one in & hundred of these writers is acquainted with the
principles and rules which guide the pen of & European Nove-
list or Dramatist in his pictures of real life. There is none
yet who promises to aspire to the fame of the great Scott or
Shakespeare of Great Britain, or the great Kalidasa of India.
I regret the absence of any such, not because it is impossible
to have such men in India, but because our educated young
men do not make an earnest offort to write good novels and
dramas. I have every hope that India, after receiving more
light from the West, will produce many Scotts and Shakes-
peafeé. This land of the immortal Kelidas can bring forth
any number of Novelists or Dramatists, provided the cicum-
stances are favourable. At the present day the ciroumstances
are not perfectly favourable, although the British Govern-
ment has given us the most peaceful and quieb time, and the
publio i8 gradually learning to appreciate superior literature.
One great impediment to the cultivation of literature is the
excessive passion for Government service. There are men,

oven now, who have enough of wit and learning to make
them respectable authors. A man like Mr. Vinayaks
Janardan Kirtane, the author of the drama of «Madhavarao’
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who has abundant wib and information, should try to labour

as & Novelist or Dramatist. But no: the all-engrossing
fondness for Government gervice will not leave our Marathas
free for the pure and sublime purposes oOf extending the
literature of their Vernacular, and of conferring a blessing

~ on their own people. The existing stock of Novels and
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Dramas will do no good to the reading public. Some of
hem are on the contrary very mischievous. How they are

isohievous, and what importent defects the best of them
ave, I have shown in the following essay. Some of the
undamental principles of Novel-writing inculcated by me
| have borrowed from the essays of Adison, Scott and

acaulay ; and some others have been taken from the science
}f Alankara ( good composition ) in Sanskrit. All friends of
!eform are therefore requested to peruse my humble remarks
in the following essay, and to devote their best energies
‘owards giving pure specimens of * Marathi Novels and

ramas, 8o as to reform or to displace the various imperfect
ind unrefined compositions that the Printing Presses in the
daratha country turn out every day, by means of their own
Iuperior works.

2
' Bombay, 1st August 1872.

K. B. M.
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